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PREFACE 




This book was originally compiled under the direction 
of the late Major-General Sir Charles MacGregor, 
K.c.'B., c.s.L, C.I.E., who scrvcd throughout the campaign, 
fast with the Khyber Field Force ; next as Chief of 
the Staff to Sir Frederick Roberts during the advance 
to, and operations round, Kabul in 1879-SO; then 
in the same capacity to Sir Donald Stewart when 
the latter took over supreme command in Northern 
Afghanistan; and, finally, as a Brigadier in the march 
to Kandahar, and the closing operations of the war in 
the southern part of the theatre. 

In these several capScitites he collected a large 
quantity of notes and documents, and, on his return 
to England on leave in 188]., he made these over to 
Captain I’asfield Oliver, late Royal Artillery, who 
compiled a connected account of the campaign. Tins 
account was produced under tlie orders of Sir Charles 
MacGregor, who was then Quartermaster-General in 
India, in the Intelligence Branch of his department, 
but was treated as a secret work. 

Some years later Lord Roberts, when Commander- 
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in-Chief in India, suggested that a revised edition 
should be prepared, which could be placed on sale. 
The revision was accordingly executed by Lieutenant 
F. G. Cardew, 10th Bengal Ijancers, but it w'as decided 
that the time had not yet come when it would be 
advisable to publish an official account of certain of the 
incidents of the war, which had been the subject of 
much controversy. 

At a later period, however, the Government of India 
reconsidered the question; the work was still further 
revised by Lieutenant (then Major) Cardew, and in the 
Intelligence Branch, and is now published, 

1907. 
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THE SECOND AFGHAN WAR 


PART I 


CHAPTER I 


PREl'AllATIONS FOR A F'AMI'AIGN IN AFGHANISTAN FROM 
'J'Ul!: AUTUMN Ol*’ 187e TO THE 20-ri[ NOVEMBER, 1878. 

It is unnecessar}’" in this volume to enter at length into 
the relations between the Governments of India and 
Afghanistan during the thirty-six years wdiit^h e]ap.sed 
between the first and second Afghan wars. The success 
of Sir John Lawi'enoe and of Sir Herbert Ed ward es in 
arriving at a friendly uiidersttuiding with the Amir 
Dost Muhammad is well kno\vn in iii.story, as is also 
the faithful adherence of the Amir to the terms of 
tluit understanding. Cnfbitunntely Dost Muhammad’s 
death was followed })y a period of di.sturbance and civil 
strife in Afghani.stan, and the attitude of the Goi’eni- 
ment of India during this period wa.s too strictly 
impartial to be altogether pleasing to his son, Sher 
All Khan, who eventually succeeded in establishing 
himself on the throne of Kabul. The ill-feeling which 
thus began was gTadiially increased by various un¬ 
fortunate circumstances until inatters were brought to ' 
a crisis by the reception of a Russian JH!.ssion at Kabul 
in 1878. At that moment aflair.s in Europe were .so 
disturbed that a war between Great Rritain and Russia 
seemed almost inevitable. In tltese circumstances it 
was impossible for the Government of India to remain 
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ATTITUDE or RUSSIA 

inactive when the Amir of Afghanisstan ccmeeded to 
Russia a sign of intimate friendship which he had 
consistently 'denied to the British. • It was decided that 
after due notice a Mission should be despatched to 
Kabul at all costs, and that if its progress were opposed 
the fact must be regarded as equivalent to open hostility, 
A Mission with a strong military escort was aecoithngly 
despatched from Peshawar under Sir Neville Chamberlain 
in September, 1878. On the iilst of that month an 
advance party of the Mission, under iMiyor Cjivagnan, 
rode up to Ali Masjid and formally demanded passage- 
to Kabul. This was as formally refused by the Afghan 
officials, anti the Mission then withdrew. In pursuance 
of the decision previously arrived at by the Government 
of India an ultimatum was thereupon sent to the 
and, no reply having been received within the period oi 
ffrace wliich expired on the 20th Noi'omber, 1870, war was 
declared against Sher Ali Khan on the following day. 

As early as the autumn of 1876 the attitude or 
Russia, even more than the growing hostility of the 
Amir, had necessitated the serious consideration oi plans 
for a campaign in Central Asia. At this tniie_ and 
throughout 1877 the contingency of England joining 
Turkey in the war against Russia was regarded _ as 
l)robab!e ; it was hardly expected that a_ pacific solution 
of the Eastern Question would be arrived at; ana m 
the spring'of 1878, as Sir Henry Rawlinsonwrote in the 
Nmeteenth Ceniury, “ affairs were in such a critical 
state that a random shot fired into a British -ship from 
the Russian lines on the shore of the Sea of Marmoia 
might have set the East and West in a blaze. ’ 

The danger of a w^ar with Russia, liowever, passed 
away, but unfortimnteiy our relations with Afghanistan 
did not improve concun*ently, and in August, 18 1 8, these 
had reached so unsatisfactory a stage that the Go vein* 
ment of India were constrained to call on the Com- 
mander-iiirChief for his proposals for a campaign. Ihe 
points which were referi'ed to Sir Erederick Haines 
were follows: 




'SIR FREDERICK HAINES' FROVOSALS 3 

I,—The occupation of the Kurram Valley, tind 
the strength and composition of tlie force 
necessary for that purpose, and to form a 
cantoninent near the head of it; from what 
quarter such a force could most conveniently 
be dravoi, and the time within which it could 
be assembled at 'I'hal, fully equipped for 
ser\’ice. 

n.—The strength and composition of a force to 
occupy Kandahar capable of resisting and 
overtiirowing any force it migiit be possible 
for the Amir to collect for its defence; 
from what quarter such a force could be 
drawn, and wdthin w^hat time it could be 
assembled, fully equipped for the held, at 
Quetta, or at such points on the British 
border as might be convenient for an advance 
on Quetta; also the period required for an 
advance from sucli position to Quetta. 

In estimating for the requirements of this latter force, 
it was to be borne in mind that it might be required to 
advance as far as Girishk and the Helmand River on the 
one side and Kakt-i-Ghilzai on the other, but no farther. 

On the 10th August, the Commander-in-Chief re¬ 
plied to this communication. He was of opinion that 
it would be inadvisable to denude the frontier of troops, 
and that, in ease of offensive operations against Afghani¬ 
stan, the Punjab Frontier Force should for the most 
part maintain their usual posts, since at such a peiiod it 
would not be well to create unnecessary .friction wdtli the 
border tribes by introducing gar rise n.s foreign to the 
population and unaccustomed to local usages. He 
gathered that the object of the force to be detailed for 
the occupation of the Kurram Valley was primarily to 
make a demonstration, and to occupy a cantonment 
near the head of the valley. 

This being so, it appeared to him important to 
prevent the possibility of religious or national influences 
being brought to bear on the fidelity of the troops; 
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THE FORCES REQUIRED 

consequently he reeonimendecl tha-t the British, Gurkha, 
and Sikh elements should predominate in the composition 
of this force. 

In calculating the forces recjiiired for the operations, 
the strengths of the various units were e^stimated as 
follows: 


British cavalry . * 350 

Native cavalry . . 350 

British iuf^uitry . . 700 

Native infantry . . 500 

Sappers, per company . 100 
Hoi'se artillery battery 150 


Field artillery battery 
Mountain battery 
Heavy battery 
Gai’i'iiiOTi battery . 
Native mountain train 


150 

80 

80 

70 

75 


On this scale the Quartemiaster-General (10th 
August, 1878) estimated the proposed Kurrarn Force 
as follows: 


AriUlmy— 

1 Hoi’^ie artillery battery . 

1 Mtmntahi battery .... 

CavalTy— 

1 ^iiadron, British cavahy 
1 Regiment, Native cavalry 
InfanU'y — 

1 Battalion, British infantry 
6 Regiments, Native infantry 
1 Company, Sapp Cl’s .... 

^'otal 

Guns. 

With reference to Kandahar, the Commaniier-in- 
Chief urged that the first aim in that quarter should be 
the reinforcement of the Quetta garrison to such a 
strength that it could successfully resist any offensive 
movement on the part of the i^ghan troops. 

The strength of the force stationed at Quetta was: 

Artillery.227 

Cavalry . . ■ • > • ■ 164 

Infantry.^17 

1,808 


150 

80 

150 

050 


700 

2,600 

100 

4^30 

12 


Total 






THE KANDAHAR COLUMN 5 

This was to be augmented to 5,000 men by a force styled 
the “ First Reinforcement,” and composed' as under : 

AriUhr^f — 

i Field battery , . , . . . 1S7 

Cavalrif— 

^ Regiments and S aqiindron^, Native cavalry 950 

1 Battalion British infantry . , - 540 
4 Regimeats Native infantry , . , 2,050 

Total . 

Guns._ 

At the same time the troops composing the 
Kandaliar Coliinin ” should concentrate from Karachi 
and the North-West Provinces on Sakkur, Jacobahad, 
Multan and Dera Ghari Khan, I'his coltimn was to be 
composed as follows: 

Kandahar CouTM^f, 

Divimm. 

AHilknj — 

1 Horsts artillery battery . 

1 Field battery . , , . , 

1 Mountain t)atteryaiKl 1 division 

1 rleavy battery , . * . 

4 Garrison batteries , . , , 

Cavalry — 

2 Regiments, Native cavalry 
Ij^antr^— 

2 Batbilions, British infantry 
6 Regimentis, Native infantry 
1 CoinpGiiy, Sappers and Miners 
Field Pari <5 Telegraph, and Pontoon , 

Total . 


150 


150 


106 


80 


080 

766 

700 

700 

. 1,400 


. 8,000 


100 


348 



--4,848 



Qiim— 

12 pr> MXJi, 
9-pr. „ 

Mountain 
40^pr, M.L.R, 


0 

f> 

8 

J7 

27 
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THE Ky\NDAHAR 

COLUMN 


^7id Divmon. 

ArtinerH— 

2 HoiTse artillery batteries * 

300 


1 Field battery . , , , 

150 



450 

Cuvalrij— 

2 llegiments, British cavalrv 

700 


2 Native cavalry 

700 

1,400 

If^antfyj — 

2 Battalions, British intant.ry 

. 1,400 

* 3,000 


6 Regirrjejiis, Native infantiy 

4 Couipaniesj Sappei’s and Miners 


400 



—— 

4,800 


Total 

^T) 

Gun,s~ 

9-pi’. 

* 

18 

Ctiiaxd Total, Kaxdahar Coi.umn, 


Artillery * * . , 


l,gl6 

Cavalry * , * , 


S,1,00 

Infantry . . . , 

* 

9,648 

12^964 

Guns . , . . 

* 

45 

Kaxdahah Resekve Division* 


Artilkr^/— 

3 Horse aiiillery batteiy * 

150 


2 Field batteries * ’ * 

BOO 

450 

Cftvahy— 

S Regiments, Nativt^ cavalry * 

. 

1,050 

Mhntr?/ — 

2 Battalions, Bi’itish hifantry 

. 1,400 


0 lieginients, Native infantry 

. S,000 


4 Companies, Sappers 

400 

4,800 


Total 

6,300 

Guns * . * * , 

■ i > ■ 

18 


Sir Frederick Haines recommended that the 1st 
Jlrigade of the 1st Division of the above should render;- 








GENERAI, 

voiis at Dera Gbazi Khan, and thence sliould move by 
the ^ Thal-Chotiali, road to the PesJiin Valley, 

The Reserve (Column was to Supply troops for the 
line of comiumiications, to meet demands for garrison¬ 
ing and iiolding Kalat-i-( ihilzai, Kandahar, and Giiishk, 
and to provide movable columns for other contingencies. 

Sukkur, on the Indus, was to be looked upon as the 
depot for all troops from Bombay and Madras, whilst 
the concentration of supply jukI materiel for the Bengal 
forces was to take place at Dera Ghazi Khan. Carriage 
was to be collected there, and an effective bullock traiii, 
capable of moving the tentage and baggage of a wing 
of a British battalion one stage a day, was to be estab¬ 
lished without delay between the terminus of the 
Punjab and Sind Railway at Sher Shah and Dera Ghazi 
Khan. 

Authority was requested to complete telegi'apli and 
pontoon units ; and further it was pointed out that a 
steamer .should ply on the Chenab ferry, and every 
facility by steamer, boats', and bridging should be created 
for the passage of the Indus. 

A transit .sendee by .stages, capable of conveying 
300 maunds a day, was recommended to be established 
without ^delay for the concentration of supplies at 
Quetta from Jacobabad and Dera Ghazi Khan, while 
as much grain as possible was to be stored at Quetta, 
and eover provided there for am munition and supplies. 

At the .same time the Commander-in-Chief sug¬ 
gested ‘‘ that a demonstration should be made early m 
the operations of an advance by the Khyber, by en¬ 
camping out a certain proportion of the Peshawar 
troops, making anangemcuts with the Khyberis^ for 
their passage through the pass, and negotiating at 
.Jalalabad and elsewhere for supplies for 20,000 men, so 
as to prevent, as long as possible, the ultimate object of 
our movements being accurately conjectured.” 

On the 22nd September, 1878, news w^as received at 
Simla of the repulse of Sir Neville Chamberlain’s Mission. 

* Khyber is =5 Afridi dans of the Khyber* 
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DLSTRIBUTION OF TROOPS 

Tlie next day the Viceroy signified his approval of 
the proposed strength of tiie Knrrtiiii. Coliiinii; he also 
satictioned the despatch to Quetta of the “ First Kein- 
forcenient,” and desired that the 1st Division, Kandahar 
Coimnn, should be held in readiness to march by tlie 
ist November from Multan, Dera Ghazi, or some other 
base in. that neighbourhood. Orders were issued in 
detail to tlie above eH-ect ot.t tlie 24tli September. 

On the 2nd October the Government of India 
sairctioned the augmeiitatiori of till native regiments 
of cavalry iiortli of the Narbudda by 90 men, and of 
infantry by 200 men. 

On the 4th October, 1878, the Ciovernment dhected 
the preparation and assembi,y of a force for field service, 
and the Command er-hi-Chief issued orders on the 
14th October gtsing details of the staff and troops 
for!— 

I. A cidunin to be assembled in the Kurram 
Valley under Maior-General F. S. Roberts, II.A., 
C.B., V.C. 

II. A division to he assembled at Multan under 
Lieutenant-General D. M. Stewart, C.B. 

III. The Quetta command under Major-General 
M. A. S. Biddiiiph, R.A., C.B. 

Meanwhile the opt;rations to be undertaken towai’ds 
1 unsettled. On the 3rd Octoljei' 

. .. ,li Foot and two companies of the 

7th fiengal Infantry marcired from Peshawar and en¬ 
camped at Ilnri-Singh-ka-Burj, a miles from the mouth 
of the Khyber Pass. ’’The next day a detachment of 
200 of the 22nd (Punjabj Bengal Infantry, 50 sappers 
and 30 sowars, 17tli Bengal Cavalry, marched to .hunrud 
and occupied the fort; wdiile on tlie 5th October the 
camp at Ilari-Singh-ka-Burj was increased by tlie 
arrival of the following details:— 

I-C, Royal Hor.se Artillery (with elephant carriage for 2 guns). 

13-9, Royal Artillery (tliiW iO-pra. only). 

.Detiiclmieiit Sist Foot, 200 miMi. 

14th Briigal Lancers, 1 stjuadrcrti. 


the Khyber were sti 
the ‘2 !kI Battalion 9t 




Detachment 7th Bengal Infantry, 100 men. 

Detachment 14th Sikh Infantry, 300 men. 

Detaclinient flOth (Piinjali) Beng.al Infantry, 300 nten. 

A project wa.s now put forward by Major P. L. N. 
Cavagnari for the surprise of Ali Masjid fort on the 
7 th October, It was considered, however, that the 
force available was insufficient for the enterprise, and 
the arrival of stroniGf reinforcements ol Atglian troops 
at Ali Masjid on the 6th October necessitated the 
abandonment of the idea. 

On the 7th October, in recapitulating the an-ange- 
rnents which had received sanction np to that date, and 
having mentioned that some of tlie regliiienis ultiiiiately 
intended for the Kuvram Force should be div'orted to 
strengthen the Peshawar garri-son pending the arrival 
there of separate reinforcements, tiie Government of 
India adverted to the nece.ssity of strengthening Pesha¬ 
war 'without delay in eonsecpience of the iirrival of 
considerable bodies of Afghan troops in and about the 
Khyber. Tiie letter then proceeds; 

“ The Kiglit Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council therefore requests that His Exeeilency the 
CommiUKier-in-Ciiief may be moved t() jiropose a pro¬ 
ject for the assemblage at Peshawar of a corps d'annc^e 
prepared to move upon liabul by the line of the Khyber 
Pfws and Jalalabad, in the event of this operation being 
hereafter ordered.” 

Accordingly, the following project was submitted 
by Sir Frederick Haines on the same date i— 

“ 4. Tlie nature of the contemplated operations 
demands: 

< 11 ^.^.—A Division, styled the 1st, intended for 
the advance through tlie Kiiyber, having 
for its object the gaining of Ihe pass and 
its stronghold, Ali Masjid, with everituai 
occupation of .lalalabad. 

“ *ZmI .—A Division, styled the *2nd, immediately 
in support to the above and located in 
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the Peshawar Valley for its protection, 
and to meet demands consequent on 
contingencies which may present ttiein- 
selves in the operations of the 1st 
Division. 

'ird .—The Kurram Column, with tlie object of 
menacing Ktibiil and occupying Kurram, 
“ 4M.—The Rawalpindi Division, as reserve to 
the 1st and 2nd Divisions and the 
Kiiriam Column. 

“5. The operation in the Khyber points to the 
covcritig of the lieights in the onw'ard progress of the 
advanced brigades, an action for the possession of AM 
Masjid and of the pass as far as Landi Khana, with 
possibly a turning movement through some, of the 
tributary valleys to secure a favourable position on 
the line of the enemy’s retirement, with the eventual 
advance of the force to concentrate at Dakka pnpara- 
tory to further progress tow'ards Jalalabad. 

“ 6. >Vith this idew, two brigades have been specially 
told off, one for each side of the pass, with two more 
and a brigade of cavalry in immediate reserve at Janmid, 
or w'liere required, ready to support the advance and 
follow up its progress.” 

These proposals were not, however, immediately 
adopted, and up to the 12th October the only measures 
sanctioned on the Khyber line were tlie reinforcement 
of the Peshawar garrison to a strength of .1,000 or 6,000, 
the formation of a small movable column of the Frontier 
Force, under Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins of the Guides, 
and the formation of a reseiwe division, 5,000 strong, at 
Hasan Abdal. 

At length, on the 21st October, the subjoined pro¬ 
ject for the command anti staff tjf a force to be assembled 
at Peshawar and Hasim Abdal was submitted by the 
Commander-in-Chief, and this, with some small modifi¬ 
cations, was finally accepted by the Government of India 
on the 1st November; 
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Pi-s^rAWAii Vaj.i.ey FiEftT> Force. 

Maior-Ueneml F* Maude, HAh, Comniaii^iu^, w)m j^avo way ou the 
following fky to Ueot.-ljeneral 8ir Sam Browiio> K.tJ.s.L^ c.b.j v.c. 
LieuTenaiit F. flemmiiig-j -1th liusi^arsj Aide-de-Cauip. 

Major (i, \V. Smith, Assistant Adjutant-tleiicrai 
Major Q. E. Tj, S. Sanford, Asstistaiit QRarternia.stor*(^^eneral 
Ma^or A. A. A* Kinlach, Deputy Assistant Quarteririaster’GoncmL 
C olonel W. J. Williams, c.ei., Commamling Royal Artillery. 

Captain G, W. G* Hothe, Adjutant, Royal Horae Artillery, 

Colonel F. R. Maunsell, CJi.^ Ccuninaiiding Royal Engineer. 

Major 11. F. Blair, r.f., Meld Engineer. 

Liente laiit W. Peacocke, r.e.. Assistant Field Kiigineor, Supermteiideiit Field 
Telegraphs. 

Mfidienl D^parlmmi, 

Siirgeon-Major d, Gibbons, Army Meditral Department, 
ComniUmnat Departtn mt 

1/ieutenaut-Coimid J. V. Hunt, Assiatant Gomixumry-GeueraL 


Ul Jn/mfri/ B^ignrfe. 

Brigadier-General B, 1', 
Maephersouj o*n., r.c., 
(lommanding. 

Major ti, T. Jones, 
Brigii de-Major, 

4th BattaHon Rifle Bri¬ 
gade. 

4tJi Gurkhas, 

20th (Punjab) Bengal 
Infantry, 

No. 4 MoimUin Train 
Battery, 

2nd Company, Sappen^ 
and Miners. 

‘kth InJh7U}-p Bngfid& 
(Rem'^ey 

Colonel W. B. Browne, 
Blst Foot, Command- 
ing. 

Cantiin A. Browne, Idth 
Bengal Lancers, Bri¬ 
gade-Major. 

516t Foot. 

(itli Bengal Infantry. 

45th Bengal lufantiy. 


27 hd I7\ff2nlri/ Brigade. 

Colonel J. A. 'rytler, 
LLB., Command¬ 

ing. 

Major A* H. A. Gold on, 
fiSth Foot, Hrigarle- 
Major. 

1-17th Eiegiment. 

Guidos Infantry* 
iBt Sikh Infantry, 

1T9 Royal Artillery* 

3rd Company, Sappers 
and Miners* 


Cfnffl/ry Brigade, 

Colonel G. J. S. Gough, 
c*B., Command- 

ing, 

C'aptain B, A* Combe, 
10th Hussars, Bri- 
glide-Major. 

2 Sqnadroiiaj 10th Hus¬ 
sars* 

Guides Cavalry, 

11th Bengal Lancers* 


^rd Tn/fmtrg Brigade. 

Colonel F. E, Apple- 
yard, c*n., Command¬ 
ing* 

("apUin W. C. Farwell, 

Brigade-Major* 

Slat Regiment* 

14th Sikhs. 

27 th (Punjab) Bengal 
Infantry. 


Artillery -. 

1-C, R.H.A. 

B-3, RA* 

13-D, ll*A. (Heavy). 


Engineers. 

Ordnance Park. 

Head-quarters aiul 3 compaoles, Sappers and Miners, 
Field Park. 
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Hasan Ardal 

Miijor4}eiier»l U- 0. n n., Comnmurling, 

^wji Ra, waipindi .) 


Camlrp Rriffade, 

Brigudiej-GeiRirul «T. K- Michellj 

C-lLj K.A. 

(.’aptFiiu A, !i- Abadiej J)th LanterSj 
Bngiide-Majoir* 

9th L'iutrers. 

10th Hcngiil U'inc;«ra- 
i;Jth Bengal Lanfcrs, 


Jnfantn^ 

Brigadier-General J. Doran, c*r. 
Major N* X. Owynne, 0iird Foot, 
Brigade-Major, 
lat Battalion 35th Footp 
34th (J^iinjab) iRmgal Infantry. 

2Bth (IhiiJjab) Bengal Infantry. 

2ud ( Jui kliai?, 

Mhairwara Battalioii. 


A iiiJlerp, 

H-C,., Royal Horse Artillery. 
l>-4j Royal Artillery. 

The only changes from the above were the witli- 
draM'^als of the IBtli Bengal Lancers and the 28 th 
{Piiriiab) Bengal Infantry from the reserve^ the former 
being retained Ibr duty at Peshawar, Nowshera, Mardan 
and outposts, and liie latter posted to the Kurrani Valley 
Force, This last arrangeiaeiit was in consequence of 
the uncertainty as to what steps had been taken by the 
Amir for the occupation of the l^iiwar Kqtai and of 
JChost, M'hich induced the Conimander-in-Chief to place 
at the disposal of Major-General Roberts a furtlier force, 
consisting of— 

IIcadHiauiiers and wing of the 7^ticl Highlai\tlei\^- 

^ Royal Artillery. 

J28th Bengal Infantry. 

Since, however, this would leave Kohat msufficiently 
garrisoned, the Command er-in-Chief ordered the follow¬ 
ing moves: 

1st Bonsai Infantry from Bouare.s t<j Mian Mir. 

^^nd (Queen's Own) Bengal Light Infantry frotn Mian Mir to 

Kolmt. ^ X 

g C(nnpanie.s of the 3rd Bengal Infantry from Dinapore to 

Betiart^s. 

The garrison cf Ivohat tlien consisted of— 

Wing 7Snd Highlanders. 

I G-iJ, Royal Artillery. 

2iul (Queen's Own) Bengal Light Infantry. 




■♦unsrjfjr 



AN ULTIMATUM THREATENED 13 


On the 7th November the Government of India 
intimated that an ultimatum was atjovit to be sent to 
the jVniLT, and that failing a satisfactory reply by the 
20t}t idem, the j^fnir was to be treated as the declared 
enemy of the British Government; in corise<]uence of 
this the troops were ordereil to be held in readiness to 
cross the frontier at all points on the 21st November, 
and detailed instructions as to the movements of the 
various columns were issued. 

On the 19tJi November the columns w'erc finally 
detailed in a General Order as follows:— 

i\1 MATE SraK'NOTHJ 


Oflicers. 

h— The Kt'itHAM V'’allev Column, under Major- 

(Men. 

OlU14. 

General F. S. Roberts, c,h., v.c.. 

IJ,— The Multan IhvisroN (subsequently Tat Division, 
Kandahar Column), under Lieutfmaot-Geueral 

Ilf) 

6,64a 

la 

D. M. Stewart, cj*. 

J[T*-^The Quetta IlELvEOJior^aiKNT (Bubseqiieutly 2nd 
nivisiem, Kandahar Column), under Major- 
Geriend M. A. 8. BidduJph, c.m 
l V,“-Tmi Pi'isifAWAB Valley Fijrai Fimcn, uiuler Lieu- 
teitant^leoeral Sir Sam Browne, k.c,s,i., an.. 

187 

7,117 

00 

78 

6,462 

18 

v,o. 

ms 

1.6,664 

48 

^Fotal 

700 

36,(103 

144 


In addition there were a.ssembled subsequently— 

V.—Kandahar CoLirHNj Rkwwrve Division, me- 


tioned 27th November, 1878 

58 

3,617 

24 

PuNJAu CnjEt's' Contingent, Docemberj 1878, 

7 

4,471 

18^ 

Total . 

80 

a, 28 « 

87 

Grand Total . 

708 

43,200 

181 


%L 


British troops were armed with Alartiiii-Hoiiry riflef; aud natives vvith 
Snidti^rs, 

Railheails were at Jlielum and Sukkur, 

'Jlie inetlxcal an^'lnglomG^ts did not go beyond a {fystem of reginieiiUd 
hospitale, 

' lliese number.^ are taken ftTini note added to letter of Colonel C. Ck 
Johnsoiij Officiating Quartonnaater-(?encral in Sndia^ to the SccreiAry to 

the OoverriniGnt of IndiEj MlUUry 1 departments No. 7Aj 

dated September, 1871) (Summary of Preparations), 

’ 'riie strength of the contingent furnished by the protected Sikh States 
iu the Punjab way as follows : 








THE AMIR’S ARMY 




Meanwiiile on tlie 17th October, at the request of 
the (Joramander-in-Cliief, the Foreign Department—^ 
tiiere being no Military Intelligence Branch—^was asked 
to submit the latest infoi’niation regarding the feelings 
of the tribes in the Khyber Pass, and at tlie same time 
to forward the latest statements available (1) of the dis¬ 
position of the Amir’s forces and {2} of the military 
resources of Afghanistan (see Appendix !.)■ b'rom 
this information it appeared that the Amir’s regular 
army consisted of less than 20,000 men of all arms in 
the Kabul pro^nnee, and about 6,000 in Kandahar; 
25,000 more being quartered in ti ie Herat and Turkestan 
provinces. 'I’he artillery, of which he had 132 field 
guns, 108 moLmtain, 42 drawn by bullocks, and 12 
carried on elephaiits, or 324 in all', only provided 10 
horse or field and the same number of mountain 
batteries, besides two elephant batteries on the Kabul 
side, and one mountain and two field batteries near 
Kandahar. The arms in the hands of his infantry and 
cavalry consisted cliiefiy of Enfield rifles and Tower 
muskets, with only about 5,000 English Snidei-s given 
by the British Government and some 4,000 locally 
manu factured, which were nearly all in tlie hands of the 
Kabul division of the army. The report added that, 
“ in case of ivar with the English, most of the troops at 
each action will either come over ti) us or else disperse." 
The irregular forces at the Amir’s disposal were calcu¬ 
lated at 100,000 armed men in the Kabul province. 
The Amir was said to have 30,600 firearms stored as a 
reserve in Kabul. All, both regular and irregular, were 


British 

(officers. 


Cavalry. Infantry, Artillery. 


Itali A wal p nr Cor 1 1 i e 11 1 
Patiala „ 

Nablra „ 

Jhitid 

Kapnrtbala „ 

Sirtnnr „ 

Farid kot 


Totai 


1 


528 


1 

mi 

mo 

m 

1 

203 

d43 

00 

1 

202 

490 

108 

1 

110 

490 

77 

1 

__ 

201 

— 

1 

00 

201 

— 

7 

070 


327 
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CAVAGNARI’S ESTIMATES 

practicEilly untrained and badly led by tlieir officers, 

except perhaps the artilleiy. ... . jti , 

The period between the repulse ot the fiiissior. and the 
Declfiration of War was also utilised by Major Cavagnai'i 
to conclude an an'angemeiit with the Afvidis inhabiting 
the Khyber Pass and its vicinity and tlie Shinwaris ot 
Loargai or Landi Kotal, under which the free use of the 
pass for British troops mid convoys was guaranteed. 
These tribes were poor, and the rigtit-of-way througli 
their coimtry was almost their sole patrimony. 1 he 
Afridis had behaved well in conducting Major Cava- 
gnari’s advance party of Sir Neville Chamberlains 
Mission to Ali Masjid, and in giving warning of the 
reinforcements and disposition of Sher Aii’s troops and 
levies in the neighbourhood. Major Cavagnari was 
therefore instructed to come to a friendly undeiistiinding 
with tiiem, and to arrange for the passage ot troops 
througli the Khyber defiles at certain rates. 

Major Cavagnari based Ins estimates of the money 
payments to be made to the headmen of the tribes on 
tlie sums paid by Colonel Mackeson for the same purpose 
during the latter period of the P irst Afghan W ar. Phis 
had been popularly supposed to have amounted to 
lil,25,000 per annum, but it was found on examination 
that a considerably less sum was paid. However, Major 
Cavagnari was enabled to ofler libei’al terms to the 
'fmlikd, which were willingly accepted by them, as 
follows: 


Total . 7,250 x 12 aiJ7,000 [jer simum. 


P 

(4 

(5 

(0 


Kuki Khol , 
Malikditi libel (a) 
Zaklia Khel (/>) ■ 
5ipak . 

Kaiiibar Kb el 
KaTnand 
! ShinwAris 


lj300 

K300 

Afndia 

500 

2.')0 

1,-000 


(rt) SultiHi j chief of Malikdin Khelj, 
extra E2/J00 per aiimim peri^onal 
allowance, 

(b) lihawaS;, chief of Zakha Khel, 
extra El,200 per axmiim ^^ersoIlal 
allowaace. 





CHAP^rER U 

OPICUATIONS Olf THE PESHAWAR VALLEY FIELD FtUlCK IN 
NOVEMBER AJSD) DECEMBER, 1878. 

As we have seen, it was not until the I.st November 
that the Government of India finally decided to assemble 
a force in tlie Peshawar Valley to operate on the line of 
the Khyber. Gn the same evening the command wa.s 
offered to Lieutenant-General Sir Sam Rrowne, C.B., 
K.C.S.I., v.c., commanding the Lahore Division, but then 
at Simla, where he was officiating as Military Member 
of Council. 'I'lie offer wa.s at once accepted, and Sir 
Sam Browne started a few days later for Peshawar, 
where he arrived on the 9th November. On the 7th 
the tbllowing instructions were issued by the Gov'ernov- 
General in Council: 

I.—FEsriAWAU Link. 

^ * *■ *■ * * 

“ 2. On receipt of the order to cross the frontier, 
a column formed from the troops now assembling at 
Peshawar and Hasan Abdal will advance on the Khyber 
and expel the Amir’s garrisons from the pass. The 
advance on this line will be limited to Dakka, or such 
position as may be selected by the General Officer in 
command for the defence of the western dehwiche of 
tlie pass. 

“ 8. As soon as the pass shall have been cleared, and 
the necessary force CvStablished in position at the western 
extremity, the bulk of the troops will be withdrawn 
to Briti.sli territory. 

“ 4. I'iie troops posted for the defence of the pass 

le 
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should be, as tar as possible, selected for local knowledge 
and frontk‘ 1 ’ experience. The Guides should form jjart 
of this force, which will be under the command of 
Colonel Jenkins, to ivhom. if necessary, the local rank 
of Brigadier-General will be given. 

“5. The protection of our communications through 
the pass will be provided for, as far as possible, by levies 
raised among the local tribes. These will be under the 
command of Colonel Jenkins, who, in subordination to 
the (ieneral Otlicer Commanding at Peshawar, will be 
responsible for the military arrangements for the .safety 
of the pass. 

“ 6. Major Cavagnari will be attached to the General 
Officer in command of the column, as PoJiticid Offit^r,' 
during the operations against the .Amir’s tioops in the 
Tvhyher. When these arc concluded, he will remain 
with the head-qiuvrter.s of the officer commanding in the 
pass, and, under the direct orders of the Government of 
India, wdll have charge of our political relations witi\ the 
surrounding tribes and of any necessary communications 
with Kabul. 

“ 7. It will be desirable, after our troops shall have 
taken p<rsses.sion of the pass, to lay down a telegraph 
line betv/een Peshawar and the head-qu alters of the 
officer commanding in the pass.” 

The Ifoshawar A^alley Force was assembling when 
General llrmvne arrived tliere on the 9th November. 
Some of the corps were encamped in different places 
about the Peshawar Valley, otiiers were still echeloned 
along the Grand 'rmnk lload, and eonsiderabic labour 
was reipiirei! to concentrate and organise the force. 
The greate.st difficulty encountered was that of equip¬ 
ping it with tents, supplies of every description and 
t7'an.sport, for the stoi'e.s and magar.ines of ffoshawat 
had already been drained by the Kurram Column, and 

^ Major Caviignari had full politjcal powers nn the Feeltawm' line^ attd 
oon-eiiponded dliert with tlie Fur^i^u Dopartmenf of GoverrtiucfMA. On tin* 
Kurram and Quf‘ttd linos Geiiemls Koherts mul Stewart were *vith 

BUUTeiue political authority, and the polittc^il vVere under their 

ordem 

2 


AI.l MASJin 

Ijiit little remained Tor the Khyber Line Force, whicih, 
although destined to he the first in the tield.^ was the 
last wliosc organisation received the satictiori of Govern¬ 
ment. Ihit the orders were peremptory that operations 
were to commence on the 21st Noveinber, and by 
means of energetic eseitions the column was concen- 
ti^ated at .Tarnrud two days previous to that date. The 
key to the Khyber was the strong po.sition of Ali Masjid, 
and against it were to be directed the first operations 
of the force. On the 28Td October the country east 
and north-east of that place had been reconnoitred by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins wutli a party of the Guides, 
and a further reconnaissance of the position itself was 
made by Sir Sam Hrowiie on the 16th November. 

The fort of Ali Masjid stands on a detached lull 
some ‘toO feet ii^height which rises precipitously from 
the right bank of the Khyber Jliver about 6 miles from^ 
the mouth of the pass and 9 miles from the fovt of 
.famnid. It formed the centre of the Afghan position, 
of wliich the right rested on a ridge connected with 
lofty iiills to the north. Due east from this ridge, and 
malriug wi tli it an angle of 45^^, ran a line of entrenchments 
broken by three peaks, each of whieii commands the 
fort. Between the eastern peak and Ali Ma.sjid, distant 
from the latter about 500 yards, there is a deep gorge. 
Immediately opposite the fort, across the river, extend¬ 
ing eastwards from a cliflf abo’s'e tlie left bank, ran a sort 
of covered way with entrenchments for some 000 yards 
along the precipitous fiwe of one of the spui’.s of the 
Ilbofris Mountain. In the fort itself were eight guns; 
t^vo more were placed on a clili about 40 or 50 yards 
belov% and another a few feet above the stream. Along 
the breastworks of the ridge on the right were eight 
pieces of artillery ; three were placed on the cliff above 
the left bank, on the right of the covered way, while 
two mountain guns were in position on commanding 
points of the same entrenchments. The A fghan garrison 
was estimated at ,S,700 men. 

The pass at Ali Ma.sjid is very narrow, and the 
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RECONKAISSANCE 

approach from the south was completely commanded 
by the guns of the Afghan entrenchments. JBut the 
weakness of the position lies in tlie height of the 
neighbouring gi’oimd. To the east, north, and north¬ 
east it is overtopped by the spurs and cliffs of the 
Rhotiis and neiglibouring hills. The scheme of attack 
therefore arranged by Sir Sam Browne aimed at tlie 
estahli.shment of his troops on these commanding points. 

'J'lie reoonnais.sanee of the 2;ird October was marie 
with a view to a turning movement of this sort, and 
it disclosed the fact that FanaipaJ, about 7 mi les north¬ 
east of Ali Masjid, whence the Rhota.s heights and 
the Khyber above Kata Kuslitia were comparatively 
easy of access, could be readied from Jainnid by way 
of Gudar and I.,ash ora. The distance is from 12 to IS 
miles ; from Panaipal to Kata Kiishtia is about 4 miles. 
The road, though rough, is not very bad, with tire 
exception of about one mile between liashora and 
I’anaipal and between the last-named place and Kata 
Kuslitia, where the descent is extremely bad. Colonel 
Jenkin.s estimated that the road from .Jamrud to 
Panaipal could be marched in three liours, but of ctiurse 
its difficulty would be increased fourfold if it were 
attempted by night. 

After the recormaissance of the Ifitii November the 
following plan of attack was determined on by Sir 
Sam Browne, and was fully explained to all the staff 
officers and brigadiers on 'ruesday, the l!)th November ; 

'IVo brigades were to proceed via Gudar and 
Lashora to the “ Sapri peak,” and on arrival there some 
200 rifles were to be detached to hold Muitani Sir, with 
instructions to rejoin tlieir brigade towards evening. 

From Sapri one brigade w'as to move on to the 
Rhotas peak, w'here it w'as reported that mngars 
had been constructed by the enemy. Thence it was 
cautiou.sly to feel its way to any point covering 
Ali JIa.sjid, but not to show itself, if possible, to the 
enemy. Here a good position w-as to be selected, 
whence fire could be opened with effect, both from a 
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FLANS OF OPERATIONS 

mountain battery and frani rtdes. 'I’he other brigade 
was to advance from Sapri peak towards Kata Kuslitia, 
and to take up a position to command the Khyber Pass 
where it opens from the Ali Mas] id defile. Tiie main 
column was to proceed by tiie pass road, and the wliole 
"H'as to he in position about noon or 1 p.m. on the 
21st November, at which hour the attack was to be 
commenced by the three ^uus of the lieavy battery 
and the field battery opening fire fronr the Shahgai 
ridge. 

Simultaneously the brigade on the Rhotas was to 
come into action ; and should the enemy have occupied 
Shahgai, or made any move such as might prevent the 
guns with the main column from coming into action at 
the time agi’eed upon, the brigade on the Rhotas was 
not on that account to delay commencing an attack. 

Under cover of the fire of the guns, the infantry 
brigade with the main column, together with the battery 
of iiorse artillery in the pass, was to adv^ance and take 
ujj a position as close as possible and come into action, 
while furtlier advances were to be made as opportunities 
offered. 

Should the enemy attempt to escape by the defile, 
tlicy would in debouching come under the fire of the 
brigade at Kata Kushtia. 

The main column (infantry, battery of horse artillery, 
and six squadrons of cavalry) was to follow through 
the defile, on clearing which aird reaching the open 
valley the cavalry was to puslr on (pdekly ibr Landi 
Kota’l. It was most important that this pass should be 
occupied as soon as possible; but if the cai'^alry was 
unable to push on, owing to any operation on the part 
of the enemy or difficulties in the road, it was to take 
up a good position and to await the arrival of the 
infantry. 

ft was left to the discretion of the brigadier-generals 
commanding the detached brigades to descend into tlie 
pass or to continue along the ridges; to help the main 
column in the defile or to descend farther on into the 
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MARAUDING PEOHIBITED 

I^ala Beg Garhi Valley. If time and the condition of 
the men would admit, both t)ie detached brigades were 
to push on to Landi Khana, on ■ the western side of 
Ijandi Kotal; but if too late in the day, and should 
tlie men be exhausted, the brigades were to bivouac in 
any suitable position. Due regiment of nativ'e inikntry 
was to be left in a commanding position at the end 
of the defile to cover and protect the baggage on the 
morning of the 22nd November. 

All these movements were subject to any subsidiary 
orders ; but the foregoing was a general exposition 
of the intended operations, as far as they could be 
decided on beforehand. 

The two detached brigades were to take with them 
tliree days’ cooked prorisions and extra pakhak ;' and 
since any further supply of water would be difficult 
or impossible, the quantity taken w'as to be issued 
with care. 

The baggage of the whole force was to remain at 
Jamrud and move on to Ali Masjid, and thence to 
Landi Khana, on the morning of the 22nd November ; 
but no baggage of any sort was to enter the pass on 
tlie 21st November. 

No one was to be allowed to enter any of the 
villages; and any marauding or maltreating of the 
villagers was to be most strictly prohibited and most 
severely punished, for it was e.xpected that the Ahidis 
in the pass would be eitlier friendly or neutral, and it 
was therefore necessary that nothing should be done to 
irritate them against the troops; whilst it was to he 
iinpressed on the men of the regiments of the 1st 
Division that, in accordance with the Declaration of VVar, 
the force was not acting against tlie people of the pass 
but against the troops of the Amir only. 

I’he 1st and 2nd Infantry Ilrigsides were detailed 
for the march by Gudar and I^ashora to Sapri, the 
former being ordered to detach en rmite a party of 
400 rifles via Tabai to tlie Rhotas ridge, and on aixiving 

‘ PakhoJs are large water-skins, used for carrying water on pack-animals. 
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at Sapri to move soiitii-west along the Rhotas ridge 
until it crowned the heights above and a little in rear 
of Ali Mas (id, where the Kiiyber Pass begins to open 
out and is about 100 yards wide. The 2nd Brigade was 
to take up its position near Kata Kushtia. 

'Ihe remainder of the 1st Division of the Field b orce 
was to niarcli, as described above, by Maekeson’s road 
into the Khyber Pass, and the attack was to commence 
at about 1 p.m. on the 21st November. The l.st 
Brigade was allowed nine hour.s to get into position, and 
the 2nd Brigade eighteen hours, in consequence of which 
lueutenant-Cjeneral Sir Sam Browne was authorised to 
move the latter portion of his force after sundown on 

tlie 20th November. . . o. 

No reply having been received from the Amir Sher 
Ali Khan to the Viceroy’s ultimatum, the Government 
decided, on tlie 20th November, 1878, to order the 
advance of the British troops into Afghanistan and 
issue the Declaration of War.' Accordingly authority 
to move was communicated on the same date to^ Sir 
Siim Browne, commanding the Peshawar Valley Field 
Force, and at 5.20 p.m. the 2nd Infantry Brigade ot 
the 1st Division of that force {with the excej)t!on_ of 
11-9, Royal Artillery), under the command of Brigadier- 
General J. A. Tytle'r, c.B., v.c., marched from the canip 
at Jammd across the border and commenced the 

t;ampaign. , i j. 

The fighting strength of the column amounted to 

43 British officers, 591 British and 1,105 native rank 
and file. They marched with great-coats only, and with 
one day’s cooked rations in tlieir haversacks, accom¬ 
panying them ivere two days’ rations, uncooked, on 
bullocks. The following was the order of march: 


(1) The Guides, 

(2) 1st Battalion 17th Foot. 

(3) 1st Sikhs, less oue com- 

piiy. 


(4) Conmyssariat supplies. 

(5) One company 1st Sikhs, 

escort and rear guard. 


See Appeudix 11, for the text of ttie Doolaration of War. 
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ON THE MARCH 

The night was dark, the road tortuous, rocky and 
broken, passing for a considerable distance through 
heavy grass jvingle up the bed of the Ijashora stream, 
which was crossed by the column about twenty times. 
Twice the road was 'missed by the native guide, when 
the column had to retrace its steps for some distance ; 
on another occasion, owing to the darkness, the touch 
wdth the advance guard was lost, thus causing further 
delay. After 7 miles I,,ashora was r<jached by the 
whole column at 10.30 p.in. on the 20th November, 
where it bivouacked, but tires were not allow^ed to be 
lighted, and the European portion of the force, whose 
hoots and socks were wet through from so often fording 
the stream, suffered particularly from the bitter cold of 
the night, and passed most of the hours of the halt in 
wahcing up and down to keep themselves warm,_ 

Towards davm, however, fires were permitted in 
order to make tea. 

As soon as day broke (3.15 a.m.) on the 21st the 
column restimed its marrrh in the same order, the 1st 
Infantry Rrigade aniving just as the 2nd lirigade 
moved off. The road now became exceedingly dillicult, 
consi.sting of a series of very steep ascents and descents, 
the column being forced to move in single file along the 
entire route. The heat was con.siderahle, while no 
water could be obtained after the first 2 miles froin 
Lashora until Panaipal was reached, where the main 
body of the brigade did not arrive till 1.30 p.m. on the 
21st ill a state of considerable exhaustion from expo.surc, 
heat, and w^ant of water. The commissariat bullocks, 
with the rations for the next two days, were stilly far 
behind. From Panaipal two roads leatl down to Kafri 
Kushtia, the direct one being a narrow and precipi¬ 
tous gorge quite impracticable for bullocks; w'liile the 
other, or 'rortang Pass road, w'as so ciremitous as to 
render it impossible tor the column to reach Kata 
Kushtia before night. 

Brigadier-General Tytler considered it imprudent to 
march the exhausted British soldiers without food along 
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Si road where tiieir supplies could not follow them. 
Had the rations come up, however, before 4 p.m., it 
was bis intention to have pushed on, for* the men of the 
17th E<K)t, though jnuch exhausted, were in excellent 
spirits and most anxious to advance. Meanwhile, how¬ 
ever, the Brigadier sent on Colonel Jenkins with the 
Guides and 1st Sikhs at 2.30 p.in., ordering him to 
proceed to Kata Kushtia by the direct route; this 
detachment reached its de.stiniition at 4 p.m. Brigadier- 
Genera], Tytler remained witli the 1 -17th at Panaipal, 
and, the comnii.ssariat train xiot arriving, bivouacked 
there that night. 

No sooner Irad the Guide.s and the 1st Sikhs, under 
Ijieutenant-Colonel Jenkins, taken up a position on 
the hill o]>posite tire village <,)f Kata Kushtia, whicii 
completely commanded the Khybev Pass, here some 
600 yards broad, tJuui a party (jf the enemy’s cavalry, 
about fift 3 >- in mu n her, was perceived at 4,80 p.m. 
leisurely making their way up the pass. To make the 
gan'ison of Ali IMfisjld realise that their retreat was 
cut oir, laeutenant-Colouel .Jenkins ordered his men to 
open lire upon these Afghan horse at a range of about 
500 yards. Several were dismounted, and tl,ie rest 
galloped aw'ay, some back to Ali Masjid and some irp 
the Khyber Pass. As it l>cgan to grow clu.sk, a larger 
body of t!ie enemy’s cavalry, accompanied by a small 
party of infantry, came from the direction of Ali 
Masjid, riding hard for their lives as they passed tlie 
place where the troops were posted, from w’hicli it was 
evident that the retreat from Ali Masjid had !.'oni- 
menced. This body of Afghans came under fire of 
200 or 300 rifles wittiin 300 to .500 yards’ range, and 
sulfered some loss. As darkness closed in, the Guides 
and the 1st Siklis lay down on the rocks about 100 feet 
above t)ie bed of the stream, and no large body of 
the enemy passed during the night, although, doubtless, 
inert moving singly or in small parties escaped. 

Meanwhile, at 2.15 !i.m, on the 21st November, the 
1st Infantry Brigade, under command of Brigadier- 
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General H. T. Macplierson, v.c., inarehed from the 
camp at Janirud in tire foilowin^^ ordei' and followed in 
the track of the 2nd Brigade, winch had preceded them 
by eight 1,lours and forty minutes; 


(1) 260 men 4<tli Gurkhas. 

(2) Haaara Mountain Bahtxii-y. 


(3) Remainder of 4th Gurkhas. 

(4) 4tli Riittnlion Rifle Hrisiade, 


(5) 20th Punjab Infantry. 

The fighting strength of the brigade amounted to 
48 British officers, 509 Britisii rank and file, and ],,345 
natives of all ranks. 

Marching under the .same condition.s as regarded 
equipment and .supplies as the 3nd Brigade, this column 
reaclied Lashora in four and a quarter hours, although 
the 20th Punjabis made a slight detm.r by mistake. 

On reaching the foot of the Tahai .spur, leading to 
the Rhotas ridge, about 6 miles from Jamrud, four 
companies of the 20th Punjab Infimtry, amounting to 
243 men, commanded by Major Gordon, were detaciied 
to occupy the Tabai ridge below' the Rhotas summit, 
and there to await the arrival of the remainder of the 
brigade on the main ridge leading to the enemy’s 
swngm'H on the suinmit, when a simultaneous attack 
would be made on it about noon. The Rhotas peak 
was to be occupied, if possible, and heliograpliic com¬ 
munication established with Jamrud, for which purpose 
four signallers were attached to this detacliment. 

As has been seen, tlie 2nd Brigade was just moi'ing 
off as the 1st Brigade arrived at I.jasliora, and it became 
necessary for the 1st Brigade to halt for an hour to 
allow' Tytier’s column to get clear. But at 7.80 a.ni. 
Mticpherson’s force resumed its march, ascending a 
tolerably easy path from the bed of the river and 
crossing the ridge to the left into the Ijushora Nala. 
Above Lashora the path wound through a narrow rocky 
ravine, overhung by precipitous and rugged liills, where 
the progress of the column was much' impeded by the 
baggage animals of t)ie 2nd Infantry Brigade, many 
of whicli (bullocks and buffalo^ were quite unfit for 
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Hucli service. These animals can never move but at a 
very slow pace, and in difficult places often come to 
a complete standstill. 

The 1st Infantry Brigade, however, pushed rapidly 
on through this obstruction, and the head of the column 
aiiived at the Sapri plateau at 11.30 a.m., facing the 
Multani Sir, with the peak of 'I'artara nearly due west. 
When tlie rear of the column closed up, at 1 o’clock in 
the afternoon, the advance w-as resumed, until at 3 p.m. 
a ruiming str(;ina was reached. Here the Brigadier- 
General decided to bivouac lor the niglit of the 21st 
November, as nothing was to be heard of the rations of 
the Rifle Brigade, and tliere was no certainty of finding 
water farther on, while, o^ving to the steep ascent and 
want of M^ater, the troops were very much exhausted 
.and unfit for further exertion. 

The main column of the 1st Division, consisting of 
the 3rd and 4th Infantry Brigades, the Cavalry Brigade, 
and the artillery, the whole under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Sir Sain Browne, moved off' from 
camp at Jarurud at about 7 a.m. on the 21st November. 

A party was pushed on in advance, con.sisting of 
some signallers under Major H. P. Pearson, n.A.«.M.G., 
together -with the head-quarters of the Royal Engineers 
and the Sappers of the Engineer Park. On arriving 
at the mouth of the Khyber Pass the latter began to 
improve the road, while tlie signallers, ascending the 
Surkliai hill, sought to establish heliographic com¬ 
munication with the Siiahgai heights, as soon as that 
position should be occupied by the coluinii. Thi.s they 
succeedcid in doing by 11 a.m. 

The main column marched from Jemrud in the 
following order: 


AdvRiJCed guardj 

coiMRiamlerl by 

Brigiidier-trBiie- 
ral Appleyard. 


71.) 330 men 14th Sikhs \tlrd infantry Brigade ; 
(2) 230 men Bliat Re^dmenti porti<in. 

(h) Snd and 3rd Compiuiieii Sapper!^ and Miners. 

40 .sabres lOtb IIuBfiars. 

5) l-i’j Royal Horwe Artillery. 

Royal j^Vrtilkry (mountain battery). 

’7j Keiuainder of 14t>i Sikhs, 


i 
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Main column 


> 5 ! 

S 

(5) 

(7) 

(«1) 

(0) 


Hcraainder of 81 st Hegiraeiit 
27 th runjab rnfantry 


8rd Infantry 
HHgade ; 
remainder, 

E-41^ Iloyal Artillery. ’ 

Royal Aii:illery (heavy battery, 4i>-i>rs*). 

..1 ^ 1 ^. T r + Infantry Brigade, under 

BlstLifflit Infantry ) Urisadier-Gniieval W. IJ. 
tttli Gotiga! Infantry | 

Guides Cavalry, 2 gqiiaiimnfS, \ 
under Major G. Htewart. 1 Cavalry Brigade, 
lUtb Tiusstar^j 3 .sttnadroiis, 1 Linder Bripdier- 
under Major B, Wood. f General C, J, S 
11 til Bengal Lancers, 2gquml-j Gough, v,c. 
roriKjtiinderMajor R. B. Boyle, J 


Three days’ rsitions acconipatiied each unit,, and 
each company of Sappers had witJi it its light equipment 
on six mules with two barrels of powder. 

The advance guard pushed on by the Shadi liagiar 
road into the Khyber Pass, and from a point a little shoi't 
of Mackesoii’s Bridge a detachment of 201) men of the 
81 st Regiment and of the 1st Sikhs, with the inoimtain 
biittery, was despatched up the bed of a ravine on the 
right, witli the object of ceaifliing the liigh ^’ound 
beyond, so as to I'lave the command of the Shahgai 
heights in case any opposition should be offered at 
that point. 

Mackeson’s Bridge was reached at 9.20 a.rn., and 
fi’oni near there, at TO a.m., the first shot was fired by 
a detachment of the 81st Regiment against a picquet 
of the enemy’s cavalry, which v'as seen on tlie low hills 
above the bridge, and which retired slowly a.s the column 
advaruied. 

At 11 a.m. the head of the advance guard arrived 
at the Shahgai ridge. 'IMience two companies—one 
from the Sl.st Light Infantry and one from the 81st 
foot—were detached to occupy the ridges intervening 
between the Shahgai and the Rliotas ridge, which latter 
was seen to be held by a large body of the enemy; and 
the detachment remained on this duty until the turning 
movements of the 1st and 2nd Infantrj' Brigade.s 
caused the enemy to retire during the afternoon. At 
the same time detachments were sent out to either 
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!2^^unk. and to a ridge in front of the column so as to coi^ei* 
the working parties employed in improving the road. 

The Shabgai ridge had been occupied for an hour 
and a half, when about noozi tiie garrison of jVli Masjid 
opened dre ft’oni tlie fort and from a gun on a peak 
above, as well as from three others below, whioli were 
invisible to the attacking column. This dre was con¬ 
tinued until dark, except for a sliort interval about 
1.80 p.m., the practice made being fair, for the ranges 
were well known to the Afghan gunners. 

Meanwhile 1-C, Royal Horse Artillery, was brought 
into action at a range of some 2,800 yards, and fired 
about ten rounds of slirapnel per gun, after w'hich the 
descent from the Shahgai hill into the bed of the stream 
having been made practicable, the battery advanced to 
a i-oad to the right front of its former position, at which 
latter place it was relieved by the heavy battery with 
three 40-pr. R.L. guns and by E-8, Royal Artillery. 
Tliese batteries came into action at 2,800 yards, and 
continued tlieir fire with apparently good effect till 
nightfall '['liroughout tlie afternoon the cavalry re¬ 
mained under cover of the Shahgai heights in support 
of the heavy and field batteries. 

At 2.80 p.m, an advance was ordered of part of tlie 
8rd Infantry Ilrigade under General Appleyard,. con¬ 
sisting of the 14th Sikhs, seven companies of the 27 th 
Punjab Infantiy, and half of the 81st Foot. These 
formed the left attack; and they were directed to 
descend and cross the Kiiyber stream at Lala China, to 
work round under cover of a spur towards tlie right of 
tlie line of the enemy’s entrenchments, and to seiae the 
heights whicli formed the key of the Afghan position. 

Simultaneously part of tlie 4th Infantry Brigade 
was ordered to advance to the ridge in front of Shahgai, 
forming a right attack consisting of tw^o companies of 
the 51st Light Infantry and part of the fith Bengal 
Infantiy and 45th Sikhs. 

'riie advance of the left attack was made under 
cover of the outer slope.s of the ridges, which, however, 


' THE FIGHT IN PROGXt-ESS 29 



dKl not succeed in pveveiiting the ^Vfghitn tbrcc ironi 
keeping up a continuous tire of round shot and musketry 
against Appleyavd’s movement. By 4 p.m. the 3rd 
Brigade iiad approached the gorge at the top of the 
ridge occuipied hy the enemy, ^i’he advance, led by 
Captain .T. G. Maclean with the 14th Sikhs, was half 
ill skirmishing order and half in support, the latter 
reinforcing the fighting line half-way. ordei 

followed six companies of the 27th Punjabis imaer 
Major H. H. Birch, while five companies of the 81st 
llegiment under Colonel H. B. Chichester fomied a 
reserve. Captain Maclean led the skirnnshers ot the 
14th Sikhs nearly up to the conical hill on the left ot 
the enemy's advanced position, the men firing briskly 
as they went, and evoking a shai'p reply ni the shape 
of a cross-fire not only from the several entrenchments, 
but.also from a series of sangar,s- in front_ of them, as 
well Hs from the conictLl hill redoubt which tlie guns 
of 11-9, Royal Artillery, were now playing. 

Tlie left attack was further supported by l-C, Itoyai 
Horse Artillery, which, following tlie 8rd Rngade, 
advanced with an escort of the 10th Hussars and no, 0. 
Company Sappers up the pass to a point wheie a some¬ 
what sharp bend brought Ali iMasjid in view. Here the 
batteiy came into action, four guns on tlie left bank of trie 
stream optming at 1,200 yards, w'hile the right division 
crossed to the right bank and adviuiced to wftlnn 1,0()0 
yards of the fort. In this position I-C continued m 
action until all the ammunition in the limbers was 
expended, when the battery had to withdraw, as the 
wagons had been left in rear at their ongiaa! position 

Meantime two companies of the .51st Inglit in¬ 
fantry and one of the 6th Bengal Infantry w'cre detached 
to occuty tlie right and rear ridges protecting t ic 
Shahgai hill, reliertng parties of the 81st Regiment 
and 14th Sikhs previously posted there, who were sent 
to join their regiinents. 

'in the right attack the detachments ot the 4tn 
Brigade were soon in sharp conflict with the enemy. 
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THE ASSAULT ABANDONED 

As has been described, the left of the latter’s position 
occupied the inaccessible face of a cliff, and was 
streng-thened by one gnu. I'lie attack wius supported 
by 11*9, Royal Artillery (Mountain Battery), with an 
escort of the 45th Sikhs under Cook and a com¬ 

pany of the 81st Foot, which opened lire on Ali Maspd 
at 1,500 yards with common shell and shrapnel. Tins 
was replied to by an advance of the enemy’s skirmishers 
to within 430 yards of tlie guns, notwntlistandijig the 
fire of the escoit and a few rounds of shrapnel from 
11-9, Royal Artillery. After about two hours in action, 
during which time it became apparent that an assault 
of the enemy’s position on this side was impossible, the 
battery was withdrawal, covered by two companies of 
the 51,St Light Infantry, and, ascending the ridge behind, 
it opened hre on the conical hill redoubt tlien being 
attacked by the 3rd Brigade. 

While the attacks w'ere in progress as above de¬ 
scribed, the British leaders looked in vain for some 
signs of the 1st and 2nd Brigades having completed 
their turning movements. The afternoon drew to a 
close ; the eiiemy fibated not the vigour with which 
they defended their formidable positions. The right 
attack had turned out impracticable, and at length, at 
5 p.m., the (General determined to avoid a furtlier sacri¬ 
fice of life by abandoning the final assault. Orders 
were reluctantly given to cease firing and to retire. 
But before these orders had readied Brigadier-General 
Appleyard, the 27th Punjab Infantry and the 14th 
Sikhs iiad already pushed well up tlie steep slope 
leading to the .Afghan posts, entrenchments, and 
sangars, with which they were actively engaged. On 
receiving the order to abandon the attack the skir¬ 
mishers fell back on tlieir suppoiis, but in doing so 
suffered severely. Here Miijor Bireh, I/ieutenant T. O. 
Fitzgerald, and four sepoys of the 27th Punjab Infantry 
wxre killed and six wounded, whilst eight of Captain 
Slaclean’s Sikhs had already fallen, and he, with 
sixteen others, was wounded. 


THE FORCE IN BIVOUAC 
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Dunng tins fimil advaiice of the 8rd Brigade on the 
left, C^lolonel Maunseil, C^'oninuinding Royal Engineer, 
finding himself the senior ofheer on the gi'onnd about 
the valley of tlie Khyber stream, and observing the loss 
to the troops involved by the determined resistance of 
the enemy, ordered up three companies of the 81st 
Rt;giment, part to reinforce their regiment, wliich M'as 
acting as a reserve to the attack, and the remainder to 
hold the gorge of the valley in support. The rein¬ 
forcing party of the 81st Regiment did not succeed in 
reaching the advanced part of their regiment before the 
retirement commenced; but as they fell back they 
reached a convenient position to repel any advance of 
the enemy along tlie va]lej\ Here they were joined by 
a part of the 51st l aght Infantry, which was posted 
under cover of the liill above. A portion of the 14th 
Siklis and *27th Punjab Infantry, ordered to retire from 
the left attack, where tliey had gallantly pushed farthest 
to the front, also joined this force without any of their 
British officers, all of whom, tliey informed Colonel 
Maunseil, had been killed; these detachments were 
placed in rear and in support of the parties of the 51st 
and 81st. Seeing the importance of guarding the 
position held here, Colonel Maunseil sent a detaciiment 
of the 8th Company of Sappers at about 5 p,m. to 
occupy a tower on the left, and to throw out a picquet 
in advance to cover the whole left of the valley, and 
ordered up the Sappers then in the rear to reinforce 
them. 

The force bivouacked for the night as follows: 


Cavalry Brigade. 
Itoyal .4vtii- 
lery. 

E-f?* llfiyal Artil¬ 
lery* 



(1) 2 companies^ blst' 
Regiment* 

(2) 2 cf>mpiLnies, 14th 
i^iklis, 

(3) 1 t:om[KUW, 27 til 
Ihinjali lofontry* 


on or about 
^the8hahgai 
heights. 

on ridge 
in 

advance- 

(4) 1 eompaiiy, fith 
Reugitf Jid'antry. 


(6) 11-0, Royal Artil- 


j 

lory. , 



Ren lai rider 
f'lrd Bri¬ 
gade fill 
left. 

Remainder 
4th Bri- 
gjide <m 
right. 


y - j' y 

l-Cj itoyal Hor&e Artillery* with nn left bank oi stream 
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The casualties during the day were as follows; 


Killed. 


Wounded. 

OltioerB. Men. 

Office r«. 

Men. 

I~C\ Royal Horse Artil- 


Royal Horse Artil- 



lery . , . . 0 

. 1 

lery. 

0 . 

4 

61st . . .0 

. 1 

11-9, Royal Artillery . 

0 . 

6 

14th Sikhs ... 0 

. 8 

51st Foot 

0 . 

1 

27th Piuijah Infantry . 2 

. 4 

14th Sikhs . 

1 . 

16 

_ 

— 

20th Punjab Infantry . 

0 . 

1 

"loTAJi . 2 


27th J^unjab infantry . 

0 . 

fj 


Umk 

Total • 

1 . 

33 

The artillery ammunition expended was : 





Shell. 

III ^ 

I-(y, Royal Horse Artillery 

. • 

. 1(]8 Bhrapnel 

, <15 common. 

E-41, Roval Artillery . 

. 

. 9« „ 

40 

n 

11 -9, Royal Artillery (mountain) 

. . 31 „ 

60 

39 

Royal Artillery (4»%pr. 

B.L.U.). 

• • ~~ >> 

128 

3J 


During the night dispositions were made by the 
Tjieutenant-Genera I for the renewal of the left attack, 
and at daybreak on the 22nd the 8rd Brigade was 
reinforced by 11-0, Royal Artillery, which crossed the 
Khyber at the place where 1-C, Royal Horse Artillery, 
had crossed on the previous day, and opened fire on 
the enemy’s position. As no reply was elicited the 
battery ceased fire, the brigade advanced, when both 
fort and entrenchments were found to have been 
evacuated. 

The camp was yet standing, and there was every 
evidence of precipitate fiight, nothing whatever having 
been carried away. Gluilam Haidar, with the Mir 
i\klior and tlie greater part of the enemy, seemed to 
have escaped by the Bazar Valley by way of Chora and 
over the Sissobi Pass to Pesh Bolak, with the exception 
of a few Avho took the Khyber road, some of whom 
had been made prisoners by the 2nd Brigade. They 
were much hun’ied and looted by the Afridis of the 
Bazar Valley. 

The enemy’s works were found to be of great 
extent, and to have been skilfully and formidably 
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STRENGTH OF THE ENEMY 

designed. Had they been manned by a sufficient force, 
and measures taken to counteract flanking movements, 
the position, if properly defended, might have proved 
almost impregnable; and, even against the garrison 
available, an attack in front could only have been 
successful after great loss of life. The artillery practice 
of the Afghans was fair, and had they fired shell 
instead of solid shot it would have proved more 
destructive. 

-The strength of the enemy’s garrison was: 


Cavalry .... 

. 200 

4 Batteries artillery 

. 320 

(i lleginients of infantry 

. 3,000 

Klumulars (Invios) 

. 000 


Total . 4,120 


Their loss could not well be estimated, as the killed 
aiul wounded were scattered in distant and remote 
portions of the defences. Twenty-four pieces of 
ordnance were captured. 

The arrival of part of the 2nd Brigade under Colonel 
.Jenkins at Kata Kushtia and the first signs there of the 
evacuation of Ali Masjid on the evening of the 21st 
have been described. As day began to break on the 
22nd November the party was aroused by the approach 
of Afghan infantry coining up the pass in retreat from 
Ali Masjid. Colonel .Jenkins directed a company of 
Guides to fire a volley to bring them to a halt, but with 
the result that only a few of the party stood their 
ground, the remainder scattering, some scaling the 
rocks on the farther side, and others running back down 
the pass. One of the men wdio halted appeared to be 
an officer, and C^olonel .Jenkins sent a prisoner, taken 
the previous evening, to order him to collect his men 
and make them lay' down their arms, on condition that 
neither they nor their private property would be 
injured. On this about 300 prisoners were collected 
and disarmed. 
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A DETACHMENT CUT OFF 


At 11 a. in. Brigadier T'ytler artived from Panaipal 
witii the rest of the column, except a small detachment 
which had been leH; to bring on the rations. Notwith¬ 
standing peremptory orders sent back by the lirigadier 
the rations had not yet come up, nor did any food 
reach tlie column until the evening of the 22nd, when 
seventeen sheep were sent to Kata Kushtia from Ali 
Masjid. It afterwards appeared that it had been impos¬ 
sible to get the supplies beyond Sapri plateau by the 
morning of the 22nd. Seeing this, Brigadier-General 
Macpherson appropriated half of them for the 1st 
Infantry Brigade, which had bivouacked on the plateau, 
and of which the rations were also not forthcoming. 

During the morning of the 22nd the detachment 
of the 2nd Brigade left at Panaipal was cut off from 
communication with Kata Kushtia by the large 
miinbers of Afghans in full retreat from the ll.hotas 
lieights. 'fhese parties of the enemy were also met by 
Major H. W. Gordon and the four companies of the 
2()th Punjab Infantry, which liad been detached on the 
previous day from 'fabai. Major Gordon had reached 
the crest of the northern spur of Rhotas peak on the 
evening of the 21st, and advancing towards the summit 
next morning rejoined his brigade, which had recom¬ 
menced its march towards the ridge about 10.30 a.iri., 
having been informed by the signallers of tlie 2nd 
Brigade that Ali Masjid had been captured. 

As it was reported that the trac\' over the Rhotas 
ndge to Ali Masjid was impracticable for mules, tlie 
Hazara Mountain Battery, escorted by Major Gordon’s 
detachment of the 20th Punjabis, was directed to 
descend into the Khyber V%alley' by the Tortang route, 
'^rhe first quarter of this march was over down-like liills, 
with grass very abundant; but the chaructej* of the 
country lower down changed to sharp and precipitous 
ridges, 'fhe track was here very bad, and considerable 
time was spent in making it practicable. Some Aft’idis, 
who came to assist in finding a way, expressed tlieir 
astonislimeivt at the mules being able to come down 
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THE TORTANG ROUTE 35 

this track. Tine last gun of the battery reached the 
Khyber stream at nightfall; but the mules with the 
men’s great-coats and food, and the grass-cutters’ {jonies 
with the light baggage of the battery, did not arrive in 
camp that night. 

The 1st Infantry Brigade continued its march to 
the top of the Rhotas peak, in w'hich direction some of 
the enemy were still seen. General Macpherson con¬ 
sidered that, to fulfil his instructions, the peak should 
be crowned, and this was done by the Rifles at 2 p.m. 

This advance guard found the mngarH unoccupied, 
and from the peak the heavy battery on the Sliahgai 
heights was dis(!ernible. 

As the 1st Brigade returned to the 'fortang Valley, 
Captain W. H. Meiklejohri and four companies of the 
20th. Tunjab Infantry'captured 50 Afghans, who liad 
fled down another spur, whilst the 4th (iurkhas also 
captured a supply of ammunition. The whole column 
now descended the Tortang route with great difficulty 
on account of the darkness, the descent not being com¬ 
pletely effected till midnight; the baggage guard and 
the men’s great-coats were, however, even then left 
behind. 

During the 22nd November the Pesliawm* Valley 
h'ield Force remained at and near Vli Mas)id, while 
arrangements were made for an advance up the pass on 
the following day. On the 23rd the head-(piarters of 
the division with the 10th Hussars, T-C, Royal Horse 
Artillery, Guides Cavalry, and 14th Sikhs marched to 
Uandi Khana, the 4tli Brigade wdth E-3 and 13-9, 
Royal Artillery, and the 11th Bengal I.ancers remain¬ 
ing at Ali Masjid, the 1st and 2nd Brigades at Kata 
Kushtia. ^Phe advance of the main body was continued 
on the 24th to Dakka, 2 miles outside the northern 
mouth of the pass, wdiither Major Cavagnari had ridden 
in advance on the previous day. ’Plie defences ^ of 
laindi Khana w'ere found to be entirely de.serted. I'lie 
Mohmand Khan of I.alpura, as well as several headmen 
of Dakka, came in and gave his submission; and the 
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LETTER FROM I'HE AMIR 


chiefs of tJie neighbouring districts were generally 
friendly, though they seemed quite unable to corjtrol 
the bands of robbers who infested the Khurd Khylxn- 
Pass between Daklca and Basawal and several times 
annoyed the rear of the column as well as outlying 
sections of the force left beliind at vVli Masjid. 

At Dakkti, wliere tliere was camping-space for a 
large force, tlie column liaited for three weeks whilst 
all available transport was sent l)ack to Peshawar for 
supplies. During this halt the healtli of the troops 
improved considerably. I'lie cavalry were employed 
in reconnaissance work, the Sappers in improving the 
i*oads, and efforts were made to check the looting in the 
Khyber Pass, which was still carried on, chiefly by 
Zakha Khel Afiridis. Witli this object the general 
commanding at Peshawar was called on by Sir Sam 
Browne to furnish troops for post work and convoy 
duty in the pass. 

On the 3()th November a messenger from Kabul 
came into camp, bearing a letter from the Amir 
addressed to the Viceroy. This letter, though dated 
the 19th, was believed to have been re-written after the 
taking of Ali Masjid. It repeated the list of Slier Ali’s 
grievances against the British Government, and declared 
that he was still ready to receive a friendly Mission 
“ with a small escort not exceeding 20 or 30 men ”; 
but it entirely evaded all the points required by the 
Viceroy’s ultimatum, and could not therefore have 
been accepted even if it had arri\ ed before the 20th 
November. A reply to this effect was wired to the 
\^iceroy by the Secretary of State. 

December opened with a punitive raid made by 
Major Cavagnari with an armed body of Kuki Khel 
Afridis, supported by mountain guns, against the Zakha 
Khel Afridis, and with a reconnaissance from Dakka 
into the Mohmand country, where the general attitude 
of the tribesmen was friendly. At the same time 
the 1st Brigade pushed on to Basawal, in order to 
reconnoitre, to give confidence in the country, and to 
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GENERAI. MAUDE 


get supplies, none being obtainable in the vicinity 
of Dakka. Brigadier-General Macpherson conducted 
a reconnaissance from Bfisawal to Pesh Bolak in the 
hope of seizing the Mir Akhor, who however escaped. 

Early in this month pneumonia broke out amongst 
the 14th Sikhs, who, having been moved into camp at 
Loi Dakka with no good result, were sent back to 
l^eshawar. No hospital arrangements iis yet existed 
beyond those of units, but by degrees the Field Hospital 
system 'was gradually initiated during the operations. 

After the fall of Ali Masjid the Sappers were em¬ 
ployed first in improving the road to Laudi Kotal and 
afterwards in repairing the dilapidated Afghan fort at 
Dakka and constructing outposts for the picquets 
there. Two boats were also constructed at Dakka 
of six and fifteen tons respectively for ferrying the 
river. 

Meanwhile the reserve division under General 
Maude was moving forward from Hasan Abdal, and 
part had already arrived at Pesliawar. At the end of 
the first week in December a redistribution of brigade 
commands Avas decided on as follows : a new brigade 
under Colonel Jenkins of the Guides was formed witli 
the No. 4 Mountain Battery, tlie Sikhs, and the Guides; 
the 4th Brigade was amalgamated with the 3rd under 
Brigadier-General Appleyard, and remained at Ali 
Masjid and Shahgai, the troops at which places now 
became part of General Maude’s division ; Brigadier- 
General W. B. Browuie, who had commanded the 4tli 
Brigade, was directed to proceed to Peshawar and there 
to await further orders. 

On the 10th 13ecember Government approved of 
the advance being continued to Jalalabad, provided that 
Sir Sam Browne considered the force at his disposal 
sufficient to hold .Jalalabad and keep open his com¬ 
munications. 

On the 17th December the head-quarters of the 
1st Division marched tow'ards .Jalalabad, General 'J’ytler 
remaining in command at Dakka, Previous to this it 
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had been {iscerliiined tluit the Amir had abandoned all 
intention of defending, Jalalabad, and the only open 
hostility in the neighbourhood, which was tlie result of 
the presence of the Mir Akhor amongst the Shinwaris 
at Pesh Bolak, disappeared on the approach of a detach¬ 
ment of cavalry, when the Mir Akhor fled to the Safed 
Koh. Some outrages by the Mirzp Khels, a section 
of the Sliinwaris, were promptly punished by an expedi¬ 
tion which destroyed their principal fort at Chura 
without meeting with any resistance. 

After an uneventful marcli of four days Sir Sam 
Browne’s column reached Jalalabad on the 20th 
December; it included Macpherson’s (the 1st) Brigade, 
which joined it at Basawal, and the 2nd, or Frontier 
Force, Ikigade. 

Jalalabad was found to be a miserable town and in a 
state of considerable decay, the walls dilapidated, the 
houses WTetchcdly constructed of mud, the streets and 
lanes ill paved, rough, tortuous and dirty. The city 
was now perfectly quiet, and the nierchants of tlie 
plac;e were rapidly returning and re-opening their shops. 
JMie inhabitants generally were friendly, and considered 
the presence of a British army a protection. The 
only danger was from discontented^ tribesmen and 
fanatics, such as are ever to be found in Afghan towns. 

Great efforts were made to cleanse the town and 
make it wholesome. On an’ival at Jalalabad ot Nos. 
2, 3, and 6 Companies Sappers, the first works under¬ 
taken were road-making and drainage of the camp 
under Lieutenant A. C. Talbot, k.k. T'he camp was on 
tlie east side of the town facing the south, with a .sandy 
tract lying in front of it; and protection was afforded 
by a watercoiir.se, eight or ten feet wide, along the right 
flank and rear. 

Meanwhile, on the 9th December, Major Cavagnari, 
the Political Officer, had expressed his opinion that the 
conduct of the Zakha Khels of Bazar and Bara nece.ssi- 
tated military chastisement, and an expedition into the 
Bazar Valley was consequently determined on, 
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THE BAZAR VALLEY 


A force composed of troops from the ’ind Division, 
Peshawar Valley Field Force, from .famriul under 
Ijieutenant-General Maude, was to carry out this 
operation in co-o])eratioii with the 2nd Brigade of the 
1st Division, from Dakka, under Brigadier-General 
Tytler; and as it was important to cut off the enemy’s 
retreat from the Sissobi I*ass, the troops from Dakka 
were to move througli this defile. 



2nd Hrigadfiy Id JHiddon. 

Royal Artillery, 2 ffims—Capte-in A. 
AitiJier} I Hroadfoot . . . . . 

i 8t)i Cf>iii])aiiy Sappers and Miners 
/ l-17tli (-oloneMV. I). Thompson 

[iifantry i 27ih PuHjrth Native Infantry Captain »I. Cook 
(45th Sikhs — Lieutenant H. N, M ilae . 

Total 


Men. 

oO 

42 

;K)0^ Under Bng.v 
2(hl! dier^ieneral 
imJ .1. A/Iytler. 


76l» 


2n(l IHirufioUy Peshawar Valley Field Force 


* /nth Benp^^al Lant’er;ri, 1 troop 
a'^ny \ Bengal Lancers, 1 troop 

D-A, Royal Horse I ^ 

I Artillery, 2 ^insM’aptain J. R. Slade I 

Artillery A on elephants * ^ a 

11 - 9 , Royal Artillery, 2 pnuis--Captain A. K. 

V Duthy. j 

rl-^ 5 th Foot (Fuailiei-s)—Colonel T. Kowlaiul . 
, n . lolst Light Infantry-Colonel C. Acton . 
n an ry v 2 iid Gurkhas — Colonel I). Macintyre 

iMhairwara Battalion — Major F. W. Boi 


, Boilcau 
ToUl 


40^ 

40 


49 


000 

200 

500 

400 


1,529 


Under Briga¬ 
dier-General 
J. Doran. 


Both columns moved on the IDth December, and 
etlected m junction at the village of VValai in the Bazar 
Valley on the morning of the 21st. No opposition had 
been encountered, but the people of the valley did not 
offer their submission or comply with the terms ten¬ 
dered them by the Political Officer. Two villages 
and a number of towers were accordingly destroyed, 
alter which, on the morning of the 22nd, the columns 
commenced their retirement, and General Maude’s force 
reached Ali JMasjid wltliout incident. (General Tytler’s 
Brigade, however, was exposed to a sharp attack by 
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the tribesmen in the Sissobi Pass, and experienced a loss 
of one man killed and seven wounded, one of tliein 
mortally.' 

On aiTix al of the head-miarters of the di\asion at 
Jalalabad it was ascertained tliat news had reached there 
of Sher Ali, by which it appeared that the Amir had 
left Kabul on the 13th of December. 

This news was confirmed on the 20th December, 
on which day Major Cavagnari telegraphed from Ali 
Boghan the receipt of authentic intelligence that the 
Amir had Hed from Kabul to Afghan Turkistan. He 
was accompanied by the remaining members of the 
Russian Mission; and Sardar V^akub Khan had assumed 
charge of Kabul. The news was brought by Ghulara 
Nakshband Khan, a pensioned ressahlar of the Guides 
Cavalry, then resident at Kabul. Before his departure 
the Amir appeared to have lost all authority at Kabul, 
while his army had been weakened by numerous 
desertions. The country between Jalalabad and Kabul 
was described as being in a state of anarchy. 

Die year ended with numerous reconnaissances 
through the country round Jalalabad, with the object of 
obtaining a better acquaintance with the topography 
and discovering the resources of the larger villages, as 
well as of ascertaining tlie feelings of the inhabitants 
towards the British. 

The weather was fine and the days warm and sun¬ 
shiny. but at night the temperature was below freezing 
point. The troops of the Peshawar Valley Field Force 
were in good health and spirits. 

Meantime the troops of the 2nd Dixision of the 
Peshawar Valley army were busily employed in the 
formation of camps for winter quarters and establishing 
hospitals and supply deiiots along the line of communi¬ 
cation. Much labour had been expended on the road 
through the Khy her Pass and along the banks of theK abul 
River between Dakka and .Jalalabad, so that wheeled 

* For a Fuller account of this Expctlition see Frontier und Orwreeav 
Expeditim^ from India, Vol II. 
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CI.OSK OF THE \"EAR 

carriuges could now traverse without interruption the 
whole roadway between Pesha\'/ar and Jalalabad. 'Die 
transport service had been systematically organised, ai\d 
was curried out by convoys of camels under the super¬ 
intendence of transport officers at eacli stage. Besides 
heliographie communication, a telegraph line was erected 
by the Sappers, and, with the exception of occasional 
isolated outrages hy marauders, chiefly Afridis, the 
communications between I’eshawar and .Talalabud were 
held in comparative security. 


ClIArTER III 


OPEllA'J’IO^fS OP THE PESHAWAR VALEEV l-TELH FORCE 
FROM JANCARV TO JUNK, 187!). 

On the new.s of Slier Ali’s flight and of Yakub Khan’s 
succession to power being received by the Government 
of India, Major Cavagnari, the Political Officer with the 
Peshawar Valley Force, was instructed to make every 
endeavour to open communications and to arrive at a 
friendly understanding with the new ruler. These efforts 
met, however, with but little success, and the political 
situation in December, 1878, remained unchanged. 

The month of January, 1879, passed without many 
incidents of importance. A parade of the Jalalabad 
garrison took place on New Year’s Day, followed by 
a darbar held by the Ideutenant-Geiieral, at which, 
however, the attendance of chiefs was neither large nor 
representative. 

Progress was made during the montli in improving 
the defences, communications, etc., in and around the 
head-quarters of the division.* 

The telegi'aph was pushed on towards Jalalabad, and 
was completed as far as Dakka; but, as the line was 
always liable and constantly subject to interruption, 
heliographic stations were also completed between that 
place and .lamriid, and signallers kept hard at work. 

Cavalry yiosts for escort duties were established 
between Dakka and Jalalabad at Basawal, and lour 
miles from Batikot. 

Con.siderable loss was suffered by the transport owing 

* For distribution of Peshawar Valley Field Force on 1st January, 
see Appendix IV. 


YAKUB KHAN’S INTENTIONS 
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to tlie ettects of the cold on the camels. It was there¬ 
fore arranged to retain at Jalalabad and at Batikot 
(wliere there was tolerable giming) only 1,500 camels, 
this nmiiber being sufficient to move one-half of the 
force there with six days’ supplies, should occasion arise, 
at twenty-four hours’ notice. 

The remainder of the camels belonging to the 
1st Division were directed to be employed in bringing 
up supplies to Dakka from the rear, as no difficulty was 
experienced in obtaining local camel transport between 
Dakka to Jalalabad. 

A defensive post was constructed near the Kabul 
gate of Jalalabad, and a bridge over the Kabul Kiver was 
built in three lengths of 170 feet, 170 feet, and 232 feel, 
the roadway being 8 feet wide. Improvements of the 
road near Feshawar were also hun'ied on by the Sappers 
and Miners, as well cus between T.andi Kotal and 
Jalalabad, in order to facilitate the collection of stores 
at the last-named place. For the storage of supplies 
there two sheds were constructed, each 140 feet long, 
and a three-months’ supply of atta, etc., was collected at 
the head-quarters of the division. 

'rhe weather continued line, though snow fell in the 
latter part of the month and the cold became severe. 

From Kabul came news that the city was (piiet. 
Yakub Khan had six regiments there, and as time 
passed on it was rumoured that great disaflection existed 
amongst these forces, and even that one cavalry regiment 
had deserted in a body. 

Yakub Khan’s intentions Avere undoubtedly warlike; 
he issued orders to the Ghilzai chiefs to tlie effect that 
the whole tribe, the most powerful in Afghanistan, was 
to {issemble at .Jagdalak, but that the chiefs alone were 
to proceed to Kabul for instructions as to their future 
programme. Tlie assemblage of so many le\ ies at 
Jagdalak evidently indicated hostile intentions; and, 
had the Cihilzais obeyed the summons, the formation of 
a strongly entrenched camp at .laialabad would hav^ 
been necessary. 
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AGGRESSION OF 'FUIBESMEN 

The tribe did not, liowever, seem inclined to comply 
with Yiikub Klian’s orders, and, on the contrary, ten¬ 
dered its submission to the British early in January. 
Submissive letters were received from most of the chiefs 
in Kabul, and on the 14th January the Saiad of Kunar 
waited upon Sir Sam Browne at Jalalabad, and seemed 
anxious to place himself on good terms witli the Govern¬ 
ment. Probably he was decided in this course by 
hearing of the occupation of Kandahar, new's of which 
reached the British head-quarters two days later. The 
Saiad was a man of much iiifiuence amongst the 
Mohmands: indeed, the ex-Amir had trusted to his 
religious sway to preach a against the British. 

1'he only active military operations during .January 
were an expedition against the Molimands and a second 
raid into the Bazar Valley. The former was undertaken 
at the instance of tlie Political Officer, to whom the 
headmen of Sangar Sarai in Kama had applied for assist¬ 
ance against the Baizai clan of the Mohmand tribe. It 
appeared that these tribesmen had been incited to acts of 
aggression by the chief of Goshta as well as by the Saiads 
of Shergarh in Kama, and it was accordingly decided to 
send a force, consisting of the Frontier Brigade of the 
Lst Division, under Brigadier-General Jenkins, to punish 
the Mohmands and capture the refractory Saiads. 

A detachment of TOO men of the 20th Punjab 
Infantry and 25 sabres of the 10th Flussars, under 
Lieutenant F. D. Battye, proceeded to Ali Boghan to 
act as support and to watch the fords ; the main column, 
consisting of two guns Hazara Mountain Batteiy, 50 
sabres Guides Cavalry, and 250 Guides Infantry, 
under Brigadier-Genera’l Jenkins, with Major Cavagnari, 
Political GfHcer, marched from head-quarters at 5 a.m. 
on the llth January, forded the Kabul and Kunar 
Ri\'ers, and, under the guidance of Kalu Khan (Barakzai), 
the chief of Besud, reached Sliergarh about 11 a.m. 
I'he headmen at once came out and surrendered them¬ 
selves ; but, whilst they were being secured, a body 

’ Religions war, 
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SUCCESS OF THE EXPEDITION 

of ninety Mohmands, Mdio liad been plundering in the 
neighbourhood, made their escape from a small fort 
called Telian under fire from the two mountain guns, 
lejiving behind them their loot and plundered cattle. 
The march of the detachment was then resumed to 
Sarai, where, by invitation of Mir Akbar Khan of 
Mayar, it halted at his fort, which he had prepared for 
the reception of the troops. 

On the Pith the small force marched to Sarai, and 
thence to Ali Boghan, where the guns and baggage were 
ferried over on four rafts prepared for the puipose, whilst 
the horses and mules forded the river in about three feet 
of water a mile lower down. In places the water was 
so deep that some of the cavalry horses were obliged to 
swim, the men suffering severely from the icy coldness 
of the water. Some of the rear guard, who lost their 
footing near the right bank, were got out of the water 
by l.jieutenant F. D. Battye in a state of great exhaustion, 
and were sent back to camp. Although the distance 
from Mayar to Jalalabad is only 7 *2 miles, yet the march 
was distressing to men and animals, owing to the cold 
in crossing the river. The troops liad to move for more 
than a mile, carrying ammunition on their heads, in water 
from 2^ to 8 feet deep, witli a very stony bottom. 

The object of this expedition was fully attained, and 
the Saiads from Shergarh sent as prisoners to Peshawar. 

On the 24th January, at the request of the Political 
Officer, another small detachment marched 10 miles 
north from Basawal to punish the villagers of Nikati and 
Raja Miani, who had been concerned in the murder of a 
bhisti of the 17th Foot. J'his detachment consisted of: 


Officerf*. 

17th Regiment . . .4 

4th Battalion Rifle Brigade 2 
4th Gurkha.s . . .3 

Guides Cavalry . • • 1 

Sappers and IVliners . . 1 


Men. 


100 ' 

50 

50 

25 


Under l.ieut.-Colonel A. 
H. Uttcrson, M7th 
Foot, with Mr. A. F. 
Cunningham us Poli¬ 
tical Oiiicer. 


Tlie A'illagers tried to escape, but five were killed 
and seventy-fh e taken prisoners. A good many of the 
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prisoners were brought in, but tlie liU'ger number w'ere 
released, 'rhe villages were burnt; 500 head of sheep, 
200 head of enttle, and some mules were eaptured. 

(3n the same date the troops from head-cpiarters who 
were to operate in the Seeond Bazar Valley Expedition 
commenced their inarch.^ This Expedition was the 
result of Major Cavagnari’s representations that an 
excellent effect would be produced by a temporary occu¬ 
pation of the valley. Accordingly it was arranged to 
concentrate three columns—two from the 2nd Division 
Peshawar Field Force, starting respectively from Jam- 
rud and Ali Masjid, and one, which was to start from 
Basawal, from the 1st Division. 

The Jamrud Column, under I deutenant-General 
Maude, who conducted the operations, marched on the 
24th January; that from Ali Masjid marched on 
the 25th under Brigadier-General Appleyard; while the 
troops from the 1st Division started on the same day 
from Basawal under Brigadier-General Tytler. 

The .Jamrud and Ali Alasjid Columns united at Burj 
on the 26th January, and then pursued their w’ay into 
the Bazar \'alley, meeting witli but little open opposition, 
thougli tliere was a good deal of night tiring on the 
picquets. The whole force concentrated in tlic Bazar 
N^alley at 4 p.m. on the 27th January, and camped in a 
strong position in the plain. 


Jamrud Column. 


All ranks. 


Artillery • 


n^-A, Royal Hoi-sti Artillery (2 
. -! gims on elephants), 1 clivisioji . 
[ll-O, Royal Aitillory, 1 division . 22 


u i* 1 T r I tl-5th Fusiliers . 

British Iiifimlry ^ 

Native Cavalry. 16th Bengal l /uncers . 
Native Infantry 24th I’tinjah Infantry 
Madras Sappei’s ..... 


. Slii 
. 31 () 

. 145 
. 356 
. 55 


679 


5.56 


'Fotal 


-1,235 


‘ t'or a fuller account of this Expedition see 
HA'ptnlitiom from Iruiiu, \’ol. 11. 
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DETAILS OF THE COLUMNS 

All Miugid Colutnn. 

All ranks. 

Artillery . 11-9, Iloyal Artillery, 1 division . 18 

British infantry 51st Foot. 

— g31 

.... If. (2nd Gurkhas . . . 312 

Native Infantry iMhairwara Battalion . . 320 

Sappers 

'' - 063 

„ f (6th Bengal Infantry from I .midi 

Native Infantry .311 

n<^ A 


47 


'rotal 


1,205 


Bnmwnl Colurim. 

All ranks. 

Artillery . . 11-9, Royal Artillery, 1 division . 25 

/l-17th Foot . ' . . . 361 

British Infantry Battalion Rifle Brigade ,210 


596 


Native Cavalry. 'I’he Guides 
Native Infantry 4th Gurkhas 
Sappers and Miners 


. 32 
. 201 
. 43 


276 


Total 


872 




'Diis column was joined at Cliinar by the following : 

British Infantry l-17th Foot 


All ranks. 

52 

— 52 


,, .. T 1 * I 1 27th Punjab Native Infantry . 1( 
Native InfRiitiy .g; 


. 104 
257 


3(il 


Total 
Ghani) Total 


413 


3,725 


'I’liere was no doubt of the hostility of tlie Zaklia 
Kliel Afridis. Directly the force entered their country, it 
was fired upon night and day ; the inhabitants had also 
deserted their villages and fired iliem, although pro¬ 
mised by the Political Officer that tliey should not be 
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molested. None of tlie tribesmen showed themselves 
in the daytime to the troops, but tliey hung about the 
liills and ravines, aiKl fired on small parties wdien they 
had a chance. Lieutenant-General Maude determined 
now, in accordance wdth his instructions, to reconnoitre 
in force tlieBiikar Pass towards the Bara Valley, and since 
tlie country was unknown, and there was a probability 
of resistfince, a force of 1,000 men, with 2 guns, moved 
on the 28th of .January to cov er the reconnaissance. 

From Halwai, two miles from camp, to within 1,100 
yards of the Bukar Pass, considerable opposition was 
offered by tlie united Afridi clans, although with but 
small effect. At 4.15 p.in., General Maude, having 
obtained a good idea of the country about the pass, 
ordered the force to retire on the camp. The rear 
of the troops reached camp at dusk, the enemy not 
venturing beyond the high ground near Halwai. 

The casualties on this occjision were Ivieutenant 
K. H. Ij. Holmes, 4.5th Sikhs, one sergeant, Koyal 
Artillery, one sepoy, and two followers wounded. 

On the 20th .January, 4,50 men under Colonel G. H. 
'fhompson, 6th Bengal Infantry, were detached to 
destroy the tow’^ers of Halwai, The Afridis showed in 
even greater numbers than on the previous day *, but, 
nev'^ertheless, the detachment performed its task of 
blowing up the towers. The return march of the de¬ 
tachment was again harassed by the Afridis, but the 
party fell back in g(^od order towards the camp, and 
inflicted a loss estimated at twenty men on the enemy, 
the British casualties being tliree sepoys and one follower 
wounded. 

General Maude now telegraphed to Army Head- 
Quarters for instmetions as to his future movements; 
while awaiting the arrival of the same an urgent message 
arriv^ed recalling the Basawal Column, as an attack was 
expected on .Jalalabad and Hakka. At the same time 
the Zakha Khel clan of the Bara Valley offered their 
submission and friendship, and the Lieutenant-General, 
having receiv ed instructions to act on his own judgment, 
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accordingly determined to retire. The three columns 
left the Bazar Valley on the 3rd Februaiy, and regained 
their several destinations unmolested on the following 
day. 

Meanwhile at Jalalabad intelligence was received of 
the death of the Mir Akhor, and of the serious illnes.s 
of the Amir at Mazar-i-Sharif. At the end of January 
news arrived of the death of the Amir, but it was not 
confirmed, altliough the rumour created considerable 
excitement at Kabul. At the same time some imeasi- 
ness was caused amongst the tribes by the Bazar Ex¬ 
pedition, and a rising of all the Afridis was appreliended. 

On the 28th January a cipher ineissage from Pesha¬ 
war informed Sir Sam Browne tliat a body of Mohmands 
and LTtman Khels, iiumbering some thousands, were 
assembling with a view to attack Dakka or Jalalabad 
on the 7th February in combination with an attack from 
Kabul. According to trustworthy information, an army 
of 20,000 Mohmands and Utman Khels had actually 
been seen on the 2nd February assembled on the hills 
beyond Kunar under instructions from Kabul, and the 
tribes had been aroused by the relations of the Saiads 
who had been senrt as prisoners to Peshawar from 
Shergarh. An attack by this force was hourly expected, 
and the artillery positions were occupied and extra 
picquets thrown out. Trenches were dug round the 
commissariat lines, and every precaution taken against 
any sudden and unexpected attack; while reconnoitring 
parties were sent towards Gandamak and in the directum 
of Kunar, 

The apparent imminence of the danger caused Sir 
Sam Browne to give orders early in February for the 
repair of the old British fort of Jalalabad, now to l)e 
called Fort Sale and si tuated about three-quarters of a 
mile to tlie westward of the Britisli camp. This was 
accordingly done, and the place rendered tenable by 
troops, the position being high and dry, and uncom¬ 
manded by any hill or elevated ground. 

Meanwhile the collection of Mohmands was variously 
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repoj led as having broken up, and as gathering in 
force and, in conjunction with the liajauris and Utman 
Kiieis, making prepaVations for a night attack on tlie 
commissariat stores. 

Altlioiigh the British camp had nothing to fear from 
any such attack from the disaffected tribes, yet the 
friendly tribes across the ri ver in the Kama district were 
not by any means safe; and as they had shown good¬ 
will to the British (always excepting the recusant chief 
of Goslita), it was necessary to assist them. 

On the 6th of Februaiy intelligence reached Sir Sam 
Browne that the Mohmands were descending on Goshta ; 
and on the same day also a message from Captain W. 
North, U.K., commanding the Sappers at Girdi Kach, 
aimonnccd that the Mohmands were entering Kama 
across tlie river and about a mile distant in front of his 
camp, in number 5,000 foot and 50 horse. 

It was then too late in the day to do more than order 
a force to move on the following morning from Jalalabad 
under the command of Brigadier-General Macpherson 
into Kama, as well as a column under General 'By tler 
irin C^hurdeh to Goshta, and the cavalry brigade under 
Cieneral Gough to the fords at Ali Boghan.* 

At 4.15 a m. the column under General Macpherson 
crossed the Kabul lliver by the recently constructed 
trestle bridge with the object of attacking the hostile 
tribes reported as raiding in Kama. Rapidity of move¬ 
ment giving the only chance of success, the cavalry w'cre 
ordered to press on as (juickiy as possible across the 


, ( Bvitish“l troop 10th HuBsai'S. 

L.avalry ^ Native—100 sabres 11th Bengal Lancers. 
Artillery Hazara Mountain Battery, 
f r A f Britifili—250 men 4th Battalion Rifle Brigade 
lufaniry ^ j^j^tive—300 men 4th Gurkhas. 

800 men 20tli Punjab Infantry. 

150 men let Sikh infantrj’. 

82 Sabres Guides Cavalry. 1 

2 Guns 11-9, Royal Artillery. [ 

318 Rifles l-17ih Foot. J 

1 Sfiuadron lOtli Hussars. | 

1 Squadron lltli Bengal Lancers. h 

2 Guns 1-C, Royal Horse Artillery. J 


Under 

General 

Macpherson. 


I ndor General Tvtler. 


Under General C. Gough. 
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Kunar River arid to seize the spur at Telian, while 
four companies of the 20th Punjab Infantry were 
I detached to occupy tlie kotal to the north-east. 'J'he 
remainder of the infantry were to make for I^andabuch 
at a quickened pace, and all transport was to folloM% 
escorted by the 1st Sikh Infantry. 

I'he country between the Kabul and Kunar Rivers is 
much intersected with watercuts and irrigated land. It 
was, therefore, impossible for the cavalry in the darkness 
to advance on a larger front than half sections, since on 
many of tlie bridges there was room only for a single 
horseman. However, the left bank of the Kunar Avas 
reached at 6.25 a.m. without accident. Here the cavalry 
})alted for ten minutes until the light was good enough 
to enable it to advance, which it did with great caution, 
through the numerous rice-fields,in which some few of the 
horses got bogged, and arrived at Shergarh by 7.15 a.iii. 

The possession of the Telian spur would have enclosed 
the enemy in Siiergai'h and adjacent villages, which they 
were supposed to be still occupying; but the raiders 
liad begun their retirement during the night, and small 
parties only could be seen on the rocky ridge abov^e 
Telian. These opened fire on the lOth Hussars and 
11th Bengal Lancers, but 80 of the Hussars and 12 
of the Lancers, dismounting, occupied the knoll at the 
southern extremity of the spur, and from it returned 
the enemy’s fire, while the Hazara Mountain Battery 
fired a couple of rounds, shell and shrapnel, at 1,000 
and 1,800 yards’ range. Soon after 8 a.m. the infantry 
came up, when the cavalry went on in pursuit of the 
retiring tribesmen through the Mayar villages towards 
Girdai, but without succeeding in overtaking any of 
them. As nothing was to be seen of the enemy, the 
mountain battery was sent back escoited by the ca\'Hlry, 
reaching .Jalalabad by 7 p.m. 

The infantry bivouacked near Jalalud-din, returning 
to Jalalabad the following morning. In crossing the 
Kunar several men and mules were washed away, but 
happily no lives were lost. 



52 


EFFORTS AT PACIFICATION 

The ooliunns under Generals'J’ytler .and C. .1. Goiigli 
inarched as arranged from Rasawal and Jalalabad re¬ 
spectively to Chardeh and Ali Boghan. The Guides 
cavalry in the former force managed to ford the river 
north of Cli.'irdeh, and reconnoitred three miles beyond 
tiie river as far .as the foot of the hills, returning with the 
news that Akbar Khan’s village had been att.acked 
tlie evening before and his son slain. J’he 17th Foot 
and the guns, being unable to ford the river, remained 
on the south side to cover the retirement of the cavalry. 

Brigadier-(leneral Gougli’s mounted force marched 
from Jalalabad to beyond Ali Boghan, but seeing that 
the troops beyond the river would not be engaged, 
returned to camp. 

It was afterwards ascertained that the Mohmands 
and Bajauris had not heard of the Mir Akiior’s death, 
and had come dovm to carry out their share in the 
proposed combined operations, unaware that that event 
had caused the Khugianis and Slunwaris on the south 
and the Ghilzais on the west of Jalalabad to abandon 
their projected attack on the British camp. 

On the 22nd February a column 900 strong with 
two mountain guns, under Brigadier-General .Jenkins, 
left camp for Charbagh, in the Laghman Valley. J’he 
Alingar River was crossed on the 23rd, Tigri was 
reached the next day, and the return effected on the 
25th without having met w ith any opposition. 

'fhe country now seemed to hav'e settled down. 
On the 5th February the sons of the late Mir Akhor had 
come in and tendered their submission, and proniised 
to bring in the Khugianis ; and the Zakha Khel Afridis 
also appeared inclined to keep their engagements. 

On the ICth February the Sardar Wali Muh.ammad 
from Kiirram (w'here he had submitted to Gener.al 
Roberts) arrived at the British camp, and w^as recei\ed 
by the General Comm.anding with the usual ceremonial 
visits. He remained with Sir Sam Browne’s di\ision 
until peace was concluded. 

At this time it wars rumoured from Kabul that the 
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APPEAT.S TO FANATICISM 

inhabitants were anxious for the advance of the Britisli 
army to relieve them trom the great oppression whicdi 
was being exercd.sed by Yakub and his officers. Hut 
tlicre was every reason to believe that the regular 
Afghan soldiery was very bitter against the British, and 
anxious to redeem the defeats it had experienced. The 
majority of Yakub’s army was said to be cantoned on 
the Siah Sang heights, close to the city. Here there 
were 8,000 cavalry, 6 regiments of infantry, with 25 
guns, the remainder of the army being at Butkhak. 
There was also a force at or near Gliazni, estimated at 
4,000 eavaliy, G regiments of infantry, and 30 guns. 
Yakub Khan was reported to be in good health and 
most active in organising his troops and in encouraging 
the military ardour of his people, and to be greatly 
aided in this by the preaclung of the mullas. The 
advance of the British to Jalalabad was made the 
subject of appeals to the passions and fanaticism of 
the Afghans, and it was considered certain that hostili¬ 
ties would be resumed as soon as practicable. 

Such was the state of affairs w'hen, on the 24th 
February, tlie Commander-iii-Chief in India, Sir F. P. 
Haines, with the head-quarters staff, arrived on a tour 
of inspection at Jamrud from Peshawar; and after 
having reviewed the 2nd Division and inspected the 
field hospitals and water-tanks, proceeded to Ali Masjid, 
where he halted for the night. The heights between 
Jamrud and Shahgai were crowned by the 5th Fusiliers 
from Ali Masjid, and tlie flanking parties were supplied 
by the 51st Light Infantry. No shots were fired, and 
men of the friendly tribes, posted at intervals all along 
the roads, represented a very orderly and ^thoroughly 
effective system of police. Sir F. P. Haines arrived at 
Jalalabad, and inspected Sir Sam Browne’s division on 
the 28th J^’chruary. He remained until the 3rd March, 
when he returned to Peshawar. 

The Commander-in-Chief and his staff carefully 
examined the neighbourhood for a suitable site for 
cantonments, and inspected the camp, stores, bridges, 
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DEATH OF SHER ALl 

works, and picquet posts ; and orders were given for 
liuts to be built at once on the low flat hills wliich 
stand about 2,()()() yards south of the city of Jalalabad. 
Fort Sale (named in memory of the defence of Jivlalabad 
in 1841) had already been commenced, enclosing the 
sheds built for stores previously mentioned. 

Whilst the Coinmander-in-Chief was at Jalalabad, 
letters arrived from Yakub Khun announcing the death 
of the Amir Sher Ali at Maziir-i-Sharif on the 21st 
Februar 5 ^ This event quite altered the state of affairs, 
as it was evidently easier to grant terms to a new 
sovereign than to Yakub Khan as merely the nita' ego 
of the late Amir, and the negotiations, which had been 
some time in progress, would now, it was hoped, be 
rapidly concluded. 

The death of Sher Ali terminated a phase of Afghan 
history as momentous to British interests as that which 
had ended in 18G3 with the life of Dost Muhammad 
Khan. Far interior to his father in many of the latter’s 
more striking and manly qualities, Sher Ali had amply 
justified the judgment of the Dost in selecting him 
as his heir in*^ preference to any other of his sons. The 
commencement of his reign had been marked by a series 
of revolts against his authority, to which any but a ruler 
of very exceptional determination and force of character 
must have succumbed. Except for a brief period, when 
the death of his favourite son completely prostrated the 
energies of his emotional temperament, Sher Ali never 
allowed the successes of his adversaries to dishearten 
him or to go unchallenged, and after a stern struggle he 
won his way to power, unaided by aught but his own 
high qualities as soldier and ruler. 

A day or two before the news of Sher Ali s death 
came a letter from Yakub Khan, dated the 20th 
February, to Major Cavagnari re-opening the question 
of negotiations which had remained in abeyance since 
the failure of the latter’s overtures in December. A 
week later this was followed by another letter, dated 
the 26th February, announcing the death, on the 21st 



February, of his father, Sher Ali Khan, and in con¬ 
ciliatory terms desiring the adjustnient of “ the ticci- 
dental quarrel ” between the Afghan and^ Ilritish 
Governments, and the renewal of friendly relations. 

On the .5th March, Major Cavagnari replied to 
Yakub Khan’s letters, expressing in suitable terms his 
sympathy and regret for the death of Sher Ali. 
letter was addressed to “ Sardar Yakub Khan. ’ no inti¬ 
mation 1 laving as yet been received that Yakub had 
succeeded his father. On the 7th March a second letter 
was despatched, in reply to Yakub’s of the 20th Feb¬ 
ruary, explaining the terms upon which the British 
Government was prepared to an-ange a peace and 
rev'ive its friendly alliance with Afghanistan. It was 
decided that this letter also should not be addressed to 
Yakub as Amir, although it was couched in suitable 
and courteous terms. The conditions dpnanded by the 
Auceroy in this letter were the renunciation by the Amir 
of authority over the Michni and Kliyber Passes, and 
over the tribes whicdi border on the same; the estab¬ 
lishment of a British protectorate in the districts of 
Kurram, Peshiii, and Sibi; the invariable adjustment 
of the foreign relations of the Kabul Goyeminent in 
accordance with the advice and wishes of the British 
Government; and the residence of British agents and 
their escorts in Afghanistan. 

On the 16th March two more letters arrived from 
Yakub. One of these, addressed to the Viceroy, 
announced the death of the late Amir and his own 
accession to the throne in accordance with the ^vill of 
his father and the wishes of the people. 1 he other, 
dated the 12th March, was a reply to Major Cavagnari’s 
letter of the 7th. It was on the whole satisfactoiy; 
the only condition which Y’^akiib declined to accept was 
that which provided for the renunciation of his authority 
over the Khyber and IMichni Passes and the iiid^iendent 
tribes in the vicinity and for the retention of Kurram, 
Peshin, and Sibi under British protection and control. 
With regard to the reception of European British 
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officers, Yakub specially stipulated that they should 
reside at Kabul only, and should abstain from inter¬ 
ference in the affairs of Afghanistan. 

It now appeared that, matters having progressed 
thus far, misunderstandings might best be removed by 
a personal conference between Major Cavagnari and 
V'akub. Accordingly measures were taken, when 
sending an answer to Yakub’s letter of the 12th March, 
to convev a hint that, if a hivourable opportunity should 
arise, an invitation to Major Cavagnari to visit Kabul 
might be productive of good results. I’o this communi¬ 
cation, which was dated the 28rd March, Yakub Khiu^ 
replied promptly on the 29th of that month. He laid 
sti'ess on his ready acceptance of two of tlie conditions 
proposed to him, and on his determination to regulate 
his future conduct in strict conformity with his profession 
of loyalty to the British Government. He earnestly 
deprecated the remaining condition relating to a cession 
of territoiy, entreating that it might be waived. Finally, 
he expressed his readiness to receive Major Cavagnari 
at Kabul and discuss the matters at issue. 

Meantime the Cornmander-in-Chief reached Pesha¬ 
war on the 7th March, and held a council, at which the 
General Officers commanding the Ist and 2nd Divisions 
■were present, and from that station gave orders for a 
redistribution of the 1st and 2nd Divisions in view of 
the probability of a further advance being ordered. It 
was decided tJiat the 1st Division should be concentrated 
at .Jalalabad, while the 2nd Division was to be so dis¬ 
posed as to oecui)y the line from Jamrud to Barikao, 
inclusive of both those posts. Dn the vacation ol 
Jalalabad by the 1st Division, the 2nd Division was 
to furnish a ganison for that post, being augmented by 
the 39th Bengal Infantry, a cavalry regiment, sind a 
wing and headquarters of the 9th l.ancers from Taru. 
The 1st Division was to be augmented by the ,51st 
Light Infantry and the heavy gun battery, and held in 
readiness to move forward on Kabul at short notice.’ 

‘ Appendix IV, 
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On the . 171 I 1 March a serious attack was iruide on a 
survey party by the inhabitants of some Shimvari villages. 

Captain E. P. l.each, u.e., Assistant Superintendent 
of Surveys, having just completed a survey of the 
i!Ountry soutliward towards Mazina and Mahrez, started 
again from Barikao to Zarbacha on the 15th March foi- 
a further survey by Chilgazai. He was escorted by 
50 sabres Guides Cavalry under lieutenant W. R. P. 
Hamilton and 100 rifles under lieutenant F. M. 
Barclay, of the 45th Sikh Infantry. 

On the 17th the surveying party, with Lieutenants 
Hamilton and Barclay and 40 sabres and 40 rifles, left 
their encampment at Zarbacha, and, accompanied by 
Yar Muhammad, the Khan of Mahrez, proceeded to 
Chilgazai, from which village the malik, I^mra Khan, 
met the party and consented to show them the way to 
a hill about four miles farther south, from which a 
survey of a considerable extent of the Sated Koli spurs 
could be made. \Yithin luilf a mile of the summit the 
cavalry were halted and left in charge of Jemadar 
Muhammad Sharif of the Guides, with instructions, in 
case of attack, to hold the position, but to send the 
hoixes down a ravine under cover. 

On the survey party showing themselves on the 
crest of the hill, several shots were fired and drums 
beaten in the gi’oup of villages, known as Maidanak, 
along tlie valley below, about a mile east of the position, 
and numbers of armed Shinwaris were observed rushing 
out of their houses and making for the low hills below 
this position. IJmra Khan was sent down to reassure 
these people, but without much effect. A steady fire 
was opened on the survey party, which now’^ began to 
retire towards tlie cavalry. Thereupon a body of about 
fifty men, armed with knives, made a rush at them, 
lieutenant Barclay, w ounded by a musket-sliot through 
the shoulder, was earned by four of his men in front 
of the retiring party, a jemadar with about ten or 
fifteen men fmlowing, and Captain liCach, u.e., with 
the remainder brought up the rear. The enemy had 
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nearly succeeded, however, in surrounding the small 
party, when Captain Leach ordered^ the escort to fix 
bayonets and ciuirge, and with his little band of Sikhs 
drove back the tribesmen and recovered the point last 
occupied by the survey party. The villagers now 
showered stones on them. fVoin 15 to 20 yards distfl^ncC) 
but only three attempted to rusli in on the pai'ty, 
and these were all despatched. Meanwhile the troops 
behind opened fire, and in about five minutes they had 
tlie satislaction of seeing the enemy beat a retreat, 
when the survey party joined the cavalry without 
further molestation. During this struggle, when the 
enemy came to close quarters, a ha\ildar of the 45th 
Sikhs was shot through the head, and at the same tmie 
Captain Leach received a slight knife-cut on the left 
arm. There w^ere no more casualties, and the enemy 
made no further attack against the rear guard of 
cavahw. It was 2.80 p.m. when the survey party began 
to fall back, and 4,30 p.m. when it reached the plain. 

About 800 men attacked tlie survey party, but not 
more than half that iiumher were able to bring tlieir 
weapons into play. The enemy lost 9 men killed. 

Sir Sam Browne expressed his high opinion the 
gallant and spirited conduct of Captain Leach, which 
he brought to the notice of the Commander-in-Cdnet, 
and recorded his belief that the personal gallantry 
and determination of Captain Leach, ii.E., on whom 
devolved the duty of covering the retirement, saved 
the small party of infantry from annihilation. Captain 
Leach subsequently received tlie Victoria Cross tor his 
gallant conduct during this affair. 

Brigadier- General Tytler was sent with a column 

Brijradiei-General Tytler’s column, 21st xVIarch, 1879 : 


4 Mountain guns, 
/nth Bengal I.aucers 
1 Guides Cavalry . 
,l-17thFoot 
J 4th Gurkhas 
I 27th Punjab Infantry 
\.45th Sikhs . 

Sappers and Miners 


Artillery 

Cavalry 

Infantry 


50 

1^112 sabres 

■ 520 bayonets 
lOU 


Total 788. 
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THE SURVEY COMPLETED 

to punish this liiiprovoked attack ; but since a general 
conflict with the Shinwari tribe at this juncture would 
have been most undesirable, Mtijor E. 11. Conolly, 
who accompanied the column as l*olitical Officer, was 
instructed to obtain reparation if possible without open 
hostilities. The force left Barikao after midnight on 
March 21st, and reached Maidanak at daybreak. Here 
it was reinforced by a detachment from Basawal, con¬ 
sisting of: 

84* Sabres 11th Bengal Lancers.^ Under 

100 Rifles 1-17th Foot [ Lieut.-Colonel Ball-Acton, 

800 Rifles 61st Light Infantry. J 5l8t Regiment. 

The valley was penetrated as far as Girdai by the 
column, and several village tow'crs were blown up there 
and at Maidanak. Fines were levied on the same 
A'illages, and the survey of the district having been com¬ 
pleted the force withdrew wdthout having encountered 
any opposition. 

Three days previously a foraging party under a 
jemadar had been fired upon near Deh-Sarakh. The 
camels were sent to the rear, and the party retired in 
good order on Pesh Bolak, followed by 300 or 400 
Afridis to within two or three miles of Pesh Bolak. 
On the return, therefore, of Brigadier-Gerveral Tytler 
from IMaidanak he was directed by Sir Sam Browne to 
punish this fresh outrage, and at 1 a.m. on the morning 
of the 24th March he Ted a force of 500 bayonets, 150 
sabres, and 2 guns against iJeh-Sarakh, the locality 
in which the offending villages were situated. Major 
Conolly, Political Officer, again accompanied the column 
from Basawal, and after the complete surrender of Mai¬ 
danak no opposition was expected. 

By 5 a.in. the force (composed as under*) had 

^ Column under Bri^adier^iencral Tytler, 24tli March, 1879 
Artillery . 2 Guns 11-9, Royal Artillery. 


Cavalry 


Infantry 


/ i-j I tii r • 

j 27th Punjab Infantry 
t 2nd Gurkhas 


11th Bengal Ijancers 
13th Bengal Lancers 
l-.5tli Fusiliers 
1-17th Foot 


90 

00 

160 

250 

60 

60 
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reached the high ground at Pesh iJolak, when (General 
'j'ytler and the cavalry pushed rapidly to the front.^the 
guns and infantry follb’wdng as quickly as possible. The 
advance party reached Maiisam, whicli had been cliiefiy 
implicated in the raid, a large village situated on Itigli 
ground sloping down to the Pesh Bolak plain, fortified 
in the usual manner, and protected on the east by a 
deep nala, and by a lesser one (about 200 yiirds) to the 
west, on the other side of which was a level plateau. 
About a mile north of Mausam, at the bottom of the 
slope, were three small villages close to each other, 
near wliioh the cavalry halted while the Brigadier 
examined the position. Whilst making this reconnais¬ 
sance, General Tytler detached Lieutenant H. R, Heath 
with a party of the 11th Bengal Ijaticers up tile deep 
nal/t on the east of Mausam, to cut off the retreat of 
the people in the rear. At once the began to 

beat, and the tribesmen crowded out on the walls and 
in front of the village, while others collected in the nah 
iind on the level plateau beyond. At the same time 
fire was opened on the troops from the village in front, 
from the nala, and from the far-thest of the three villages 
in real'. 

A portion of the cavalry was at once dismounted, 
and replied to the enemy’s fire until the andval of the 
infantry and gims. Two companies were then extended 
against Mausam, and two told off as supports. The 
guns were unlimbered, and commenced to shell the place 
at 750 yards’ range. At the same time the cavalry, 
tinder Captain D. Hamilton Thompson, lath Bengal 
lamcers, was directed to cross the western nala lower 
down, whei'e it could not be seen, and to charge the 
enemy if a favourable opportunity occurred. 

A desultory matt;hIock fire was maintained by the 
enemy until the battery opened fire, when they at 
once began to evacuate the fort; and although they 
stubbornly disputed the possession of every tower and 
wall as long as possible, yet tliey gradually retired before 
the infantry advance. So occupied were the enemy on 
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tihe plateau across the western luila witli tlie attack 
on the village, that they only observed the approach ot 
the cavalry wlieii it was too late to retreat. Opeiung 
tire a.s Captain Thompson gave t!ie order to charge, 
about 300 Afghans in line four or five deep received 
the cavalry vhth an irregular volley, which killed two 
men and wounded six or ses''en more. The enemy then 
fled, pursued as far as the foot of a small I’ange or mils 
by the Lancers, who cut down or speared at least fifty 
of' tlieirii The anus of the dead Aighans were collected, 

and the cavalry rejoined the main body. 

The enemy retired to ii distance of about 1,800 
yards, where thej^ seemed to consider themselves safe, 
until some shells from the battery caused them to beat 
a rapid retreat over the brow of a hill beyond tlie na/a. 
'.rhe village of Mausam was occupied and tlie towers 
were blow'n up, after w'hich the troops witlidrew to then 
first position. Here another halt was made to^ blow up 
tlie tow'ers of Darwaaai, the village from which shots 
liad been fired on the rear of the column. 

/Vs soon as the troops abandoned Mausam, trie 
enerpy crowded into it and occupied all the surrounding 
lieights, forming a sort of semi-circle round the position 
of the British, When the Darwazai tow'ers had been 
blown up and the village set on fire, the column com¬ 
menced a very leisurely retreat by alternate lines^ of 
skirmishers, with skirmishers on both flanks, halting 
now and then for the guns to come into action against 
large mas.ses of the enemy, w'ho no^v begun crowding 
on the rear and Hanks, sometimes coming witlnii 80 or 
100 yards of the skirmishers, and making as thougli 
they w'ould come to close quarters. This running 
was continued for four miles up to the wails ot 1 esii 
Bolak, where the column halted. Tiie tribesmen here 
hung about in large masses a mile and a half off for 
upwards of an hour, but they made no further hostile 

demon.stration.s. , 

'I'he casualties of the enemy were large, for they 
buried upwards of 100 men the following day ; the loss 
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of the troops was very small, only 2 sowars killed and 
1 2 wounded. Urigndier-General Tytier specially brought 
to notice the eonductof Captfiiii D. Hamilton'Hiompson, 
IStli Bengal Laiu'ers, and of the officers and men under 
his eommand. He attributed the success of the day’s 
operations largely to the promptitude and gallantry 
displayed by Captain Thompson, and to tlie manner in 
which he handled the cavalry during the retirement. 
'I’he names of Kot-Dafadar San Singh, 11th Bengal 
laineei's, and of Jjance-Daladar Ayub Kiian, IJitli 
Bengal liancers, were brought prominently to the 
notice of the General for special reward. 

These operations were followed a few days later by 
ajiotfier and more considerable expedition. On the 
31 St March Sir Sam Browne ascertained that Asina- 
tulla, the principal chief of the Ghilzais, hiul descended 
into K'ats I/aglimaii (the alluvial plain along the right 
bank of the Kabul River to the north-west of the Siah 
Koh range), ^¥ith him was a gathering of 1,500 fol¬ 
lowers to stir up the people against the troop.s, to attack 
the friendly Ghilzais, and to .incite the Khugianis to 
rise, 'fhe latter tribe, it appeared, was assembling a 
few^ miles south-west of Fatehabad on the Kabul roiid. 

It was decided to despatch two columns; one, under 
Brigadier-General Maepherson, into Kats Ijaghman; 
another, under Brigadier-Cieneral C. S. Gough, against 
the Khugianis near Fatehabad.' 

General Maepherson's eoliiinji was to march at 
9 p.m. on the 31st March acros.s the Siah Koh by the 
.Tawara-Miana Pass, and to cut off the enemy’s retreat 
by the right bank of the Kabul River, in which operation 
he was to have the assistance of 660 {Afglian 

levies). 

'rhe success of the expedition depended on secret 
iind rapid movements, and the cavalry of this colunm, 

i llpigarlier-Getiftral Mnepherson*^ polmnn : 


Ihizara Mountain ilattBJ'y. 
^J0O4th Battalion Jlifle Brii^ade, 
4th Gurkhas. 


3(K1 28th Pniijab lufairtry. 
1 Squadroii lOtli 
1 Sqimdrou D th 




under the cotninand of Major E. A. Wood, 10th HuKsars, 
and accompanied by Mr. Jenkins (the Assistant Political 
Officer) and V\''aTi Muhammad, was despatched at 9.30 
n in. across the river by the fortl below the site of tlie 
trestle bridge at Jalalabad, which liad been removed 
on the i!9th'March. The squadron of the 11th llengal 
luincers led the way acro.ss; and as the moon was a 
week old it was fairly light, and they passed over in 
safety. Some mules followed, and it was not iced that 
they were bending down the stream i but it was known 
that there was such a bend in the ford, wliile the light 
WHS insufficient to sliow that the mules were ofJ their 
legs and swimming. The whole squadron of the 10th 
Hussars, following the lead of tiie mules, was suddenly 
swept over into water 6 or 7 feet deep, and ruiimng like 
a mill race. 'I'he squadron was moving in half sections, 
and must have been nearly 150 yards long when it was 
swept away. Captain R. C. O. E. Spottiswooiie, Eieu- 
tenant the Hon, J. P. Greenwood, aiid Lieutenant C.. S. 
Napier were riding in front, and Sub-ijieutenant Grenfell 
in rear. Tiiey escaped with the g'reatest difiiciilty. 

'rhe first notice of this disaster was brought to tire 
camp at .Jalalabad by 28 riderless horses galloping into 
the cavalry lines, followed by a few men, who brougt.it 
information of what had occurred. Another troop of 
Bengal Cavalrj' was ordered to leave the camp at i a.m. 
on the l.st April, and to follow Major Wood, who pushed 
on with the remainder of his force to the hills above 
Charbagh, which he reached at G a.nL Everj-ihing was 
done vdiich could be thought of to render assistance to 
the missing men. Nine elephants of the lieavy battery, 
a.s well as a strong detachment from the field hospital, 
under the direction of the Assistant Quartermaster- 
General, proceeded to the river and commenced a 
diligent search by the light oi a large fire. In the 
morning the bodies of 19 men and 10 horses were 
found, and one officer and two or three men were taken 
alive off a sandbank in the river. 

The loss of the 10th Hussars was 1 officer (Lieu- 


64 


§L 

SLOW MARCHING 

tenant F. H. Hartbrci), 3 sergeants, I fan’ier, rank 
find file, and 13 horses. Most of the bodies found were 
wounded about the head, apjjarently by kicks received 
in the struggle in the water, 'riiis ford had been selected 
by the Political, Officer, but it was not staked across, 
nor were any of the others in the Kabul River, on 
account of the objections of the Kama lagers. 

Meantime tlie infantry column under Generjil Miie- 
pherson, leaving camp at 9 p.rn., followed the Kabul 
road for 9 miles, and then, turning sharp to the north, 
made its way through irrigated land, traversed by 
watevcouraes, till the river Surkhab was reached. 

The mules of the Hazara Mountain Battery were 
much delayed in the darkness by the flooded fields and 
ivfiter-cuts near the stream, until at last a ford was found 
1-^ miles from the village of Tatang-i-Nawab .Jabbar 
Khan, whicli was crossed without difficulty, and the 
vQlage at the foot of the Siah Koh Pass I’eached soon 
after daylight on the 1st April. Here a halt was made 
for the column to close up. 

The marcli over the Siah Ivoh was beset witli 
difficulties. In many pkc;es the road had to be made 
passable for the mules and guns over ascents and 
descents, across large boulders and layers of rock, so 
tliat it was 10 a.m. ^vhen the crest of the .Towara Miana 
Pass (elevation 5,300 ft.) was gained. 

From this point Major Wood’s cavalry could be 
observed north of the Kabul River, and the column 
pushed on, the advanced party of the Rifles reaeliing 
the level cultivated ground at 1.1.5 p.m., and finding 
there that Asmatulla had fled and his followei's dis¬ 
persed. Baliram Khan’s fort near the river was now 
occupied by the column. Although the mules only 
carried half loads, the difficulties of tlie route wej'e such 
that the rear guard did not arrive till 2 o’clock p.m. on 
the following day, 2nd April. 

fi'he distance marched by the column was not ex¬ 
traordinary, being only 2.5 miles ; but the nature of tlie 
route tried the endurance of the troops to the utmost. 
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1 he rear guard had to assist in passing the mules over 
difficult places, and in carrying and reloading the amnut- 
nition and provisions. 

A reinfoi'ceinent of one hundred of the 51st Inght 
Infantry, two hundred of the Cluides Inf’juitvy, and one 
Inindred of the 1st Sikh Infantry, under Major R. ,B. 
Campbell, Corps of Guides, had meanwhile left Jalala¬ 
bad with a convoy of stores to join Major Wood’s force. 
Rut the Political Officer having received information of 
the escape of Asmatulla, this reinforcement was recalled. 

As previously arranged, Brigadier-General C. Gougii’s 
column ’ left Jalalabad at 1 a.nj. on tlie 2nd April, and 
arrived near Jatehabad whilst it was yet dark. About 
1 p.m. it was reported by the cavalry patrols of the 
Guides under Ressaldar Mahmud Khan, winch had 
been thrown out towards Gandamak, tfiat largo bodies 
advancing witii flags from the direction of 
Khoja KI)el south-west of the camp. 

The whole force got under arms, and intelligence 
being received of the continued advance of the enemy, 
Major W. Battye with the Guides Cavalry wa.s diiected 
to advance along the Gandamak road. 

Three hundred infantry and two troops of cavalry 
having been left to protect tlie camp under Colonel C. 
III.cl hcrson, the Brigadier-General wdth three troops of 
Hussars and four guns of 1-C, Royal Horse Artillery, 
followed Major Battye’.s Guides, the remainder of the 
infantry, aljout 760 men, advancing as uuickly as 
possible afterwards. 

The enemy were found to be posted on the crest of 
a plateau, both flanks resting on steep side.s which over¬ 
looked the cultivated valley.s below. Tlie crest of the 
ridge was strengthened by breastworks, and completely 

' Brigadier-General Gougb'u tolumri : 

2 Squa4ronft iOth HussaTS ; liciitenan^Colf piiel I.^rd Balpli Kerr, 
j Stjuadrofis Guides Cavalry ; Major Wigram Battye, 

I-Cj Rovai Horse Artillery (4 guns), 

rtieri j Cieuteinint-t.'oionfil MePherson, 

30f> ^7th Bunjab Native Infautry, 

45 til (Sibils) Native Infantry, 

I Coinpaiiy Sappers and Miners. 
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t:oiinifiandecl the whole front, w'liich sloped gently down 
towards the trot>pibi, except at the top, where the slope 

was steep, . 

The front of the enemy’s force was about a mile m 
extent, and its numbers probably not less than 5,000. 

The right of their front nearest to the camp was tlie 

key of their position. . ,. ^ 

I’he cavalry and artillery advaru^ed to within 
yards, and the latter opened lire. The enemy met this 
fire by throwing' out lines of skiriuishers from their 
right/ The mounted troops and guns were therefore 
ordered to retire across the plateau in the hope ot 
drawing the enemy out of then' very strong position, 
w^hilst the infantry came up on the left with the view 
of carrying the enemy's right ^ j.r 

As was expected, this retirement was immediately 
followed by the enemy, who came streaming out from 
Viehind their breastwork. As the infantry came up, 
they were brought into action on the left, and^ ordered 
to make a continuous advance, the 1-17th hoot and 
27th Punjab Infantry in the front linei with the 45th 
Siklis in reserve* ® 

''liiey were met by a determined resistance, the nags 
of the Afghans keeping well to the front in spite of the 
heavy fire of our infantry* 

Here Lieutenant N, t/Wisenian, 17th hoot,followed 
by two or three of liis men, charged one standard bearer 
and ran him through, but the gallant officer was 
instantly sinTound<^d and cut to pieces. 1 he enemy 
now sliowed signs of giving W'ay, upon which an order 
was sent to the cavalry on tlie right to attack on tiie 
fii'st favourable opportunity. But before this order was 
received both regiments charged suecessiully* The three 
troops of the Ciuides, under Major VV^igram Eattye, 
charged straight to the front, and the lOtli Hussars to 
the right front, wdiich the Atghans were trying to turn. 

These decisive charges eonipletcly defeated the 
enemy, but with the loss of the gallant Major W^igram 
Eattye, who fell dead at the head of the L uides from a 
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shot in the chest, haxnng previously received a wound 
liu'ough the tliigh, which, however, had not deterred 
him 1to)u. still leading his men. Jiieiitenant Hamilton, 
Guides Cfivahy, was awarded the Victoria Cross for his 
gallantry in thi.s action. 

The entrenched position was carried, and from tliis 
height the enemy could be seen tlyiiig in every direction 
and dispei'sing into the numerous forts and village.s 
dotting the richly cultivated I'alleys, 

The ca^'alry were forthwith sent in pursuit, wliile 
the horse artillery guns fired upon any elo.sed bodies of 
the enemy that were seen. The tliree troops of the 
10th Hussars under IiOrd Ralph Kerr, and the Guides 
under Lieutenant Hamilton, pursued the enemy close 
up to the walls of Khoja Khel, cutting up numbers of 
tliem. 

The troops wei'e then ordered to retire to camp, as 
the enemy were completely dispersed. The action com¬ 
menced about 2 p.ni., and by 4.30 p.in, the enemy’s 
position was captured, 'i’he (estimated ]os.s of the 
Afghans was between 300 find 400 men, while the 
casualties among the troops amounted to two British 
officer.s, one native officer {Ressaldar Mahmud Khan,' 
Guides), together witfi a loss of 20 horses and 8 men 
killed, and 4 native officers and 80 men wounded. 
On the 4'th Api’il Brigadier-General Gough marched 
against the Kluigiani strongholds near Gandamak, several 
of which lie destroyed. This further action resulted in 
the complete .submission of their ciiief, Haidar Klian. 
The Commander-in-Chief brought prominently fbrw'ard 
to the notice of Government the gallant conduct of 
the troops at Fatehabad, and tlieir skilful handling 
by Brigadier-General Gough. In the death of Major 
Wigrain Battye the army had sustained a severe loss, 
and the Government of India had been deprived of Ihe 
st’i'vices of a most distingnislied and gallant soldier; 
while the loss of so brave a .soldier a.s Lieutenant Wise- 

* T\m iritfilligeiit native oflicer wiis killetl in personal combat with one of 
the enemyj whouri he slow. 
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man, l-17th Foot, was also to be deplored. The tribes- 
inen engaged in this, aetion were all Khugiams, but 
the (iliilzais were hovering about in the neiglibourhood, 
and had not Geueriil Gough taken tlie initiatir e they 
would certainly have joined the Khugianis, in which 
case the Jlritisli would have had to encounter a much 
larger force. 

The object of both these expeditions had been, thus 
satisfactorily accomplished. Asrnatulla fled to Kushi- 
nand, his followers dispersed, and the Khugianis had 
received a most severe lesson. Nearly all the headmen 
of that tribe came in subsequently and made their 
submission. 

Maepherson’s column returned to Jalalabad by the 
Darunta I’ass and by a ford over the Surklinb nnle*: 
higber up tlian the one previously used, '^fhe Hazara 
Mountain Battery, with an escort of 200 native infaritiy, 
was detached to reinforce (iough’s column at Fatehabad; 
and on the 4th April Brigadier-General Tytlcr also 
arrived at that place with tlie remainder of tlie 2iid 
Brigade. 'J'he combined troops then marched S) miles 
southwards from camp to Khugian and destroyed three 
towers belonging to. people who had joined in the 
attack of the 2nd April. 

lAHiile these' events were in progress, preparations 
for the proposed advance of the Ist Division from 
Jalalabad, wei'c being pushed on, 'The new road from 
Basawal vid Ambar Khana and Ijaehipxir, which had the 
advantage of running along the bank of tlie river, iind 
thus being well supplied with water throughoiit. was 
now completed, Brigadier-General Appleyard with the 
heavy battery, the. .51st Light Inhmtry, and some 
Madras Sappers and'Miners arrived at Jalalabad on the 
24111 March. The head-quarters 2nd Brigade under 
Brigadier-General Tytler. consisting of the 17th Foot 
and part of the 11th Bengal Lancers, airived on 
the 27th. The great difliculty now was to pro(!ure 
transport.; can’iage was urgently required, and it was 
proposed to utilise that of the 2nd Division. 
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Sir Sara Browne’s estimate of his requirements is 
given in fiis telegram of the 21st March, 1870, to the 
Quartermaster-Genera! at Camp Sliink : 

“ Deaths, desertions, and sickness have I'ediiced my 
original numbers, iind originally 1 never had enough tor 
supplies as well as for troops. 'Che 1st Division requires, 
for baggage, ainmunition, and tltree days’ rations, 
camels ijl.'iS, nmles 2,432; for twenty-seven days’ 
supplies, camels 4,742: total camels 8,900, mules 2,432. 
We pos.sess between this and Peshawar, camels 4.013, 
raule.s 1,680.” 

(;)n the 2nd April the Quartermaster-General 
reported that 5,967 camels and 2,163 mules were 
deficient, and, notwithstanding a considerable reduction 
of caiTiage, the complete breakdown of the transport 
was reported by Colonel C. M. MacGregor, wlio now 
joined the division as Chief of the Staff, to be most 
serious. 

Arrangements were, however, progressing for the 
move forward; and on the 7th April the post atrd tele¬ 
graph offices were transferred to Fatehabacl. Meantime 
a committee had been appointed to detennine on the 
best sites for the various posts to protect tlie line of 
communications from Jamrud to Jalalabad. 

On the 8th Api’il tlie Government of India notified 
to the Conimander-in-Chief that it would be expedient 
on political grounds that Gandamak should be occupied, 
and on the 9th Sir Sam Browne v^'as requested by the 
(’ommander-in-Chief to detail such force as appeared 
to him expedient for the occupation of that place, 
bearing in mind the desirability of including in it two 
battalions of British infantry, so as to secure for them 
a more salubrious climate than that of Jalalabad. 

Up to this time the troop.s liad been in excellent 
health, all the .sick and weakly iia\'ing licen sent back 
to India. The percentage of British and natives in 
hospital was respectively 3J> and 4*27 ; all of these 
were suff’ering from .slight ailments, nor had any cholera, 
fever, dysentery, or other serious illness appeared; 
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therefore the elimtite of tlie valley of the Kalml River 
nsay be regarded as healthy up to the middle of April. 
But as the year advaiieed a move to higher and more 
open encampments was considered de.sirable. 

From a militaiy point of view, also, the advance to 
Gantlamak was advantageous. The position afforded 
facilities fior the collection of supplies ; it was also 
sufficiently advanced to admit of easy comniunication 
should events necessitate a fuither move of the army 
toM^ards Kabul, In comimmieating \vith Sir Siun 
Browne on the subject, tlie Commander-in-Chief in¬ 
sisted on the necessity of carefully selecting a position 
capable of defence by a comparatively small forcej but 
which might be j’ecjnired to {,‘over con.siderabie (quantities 
of stores and munitions, together wdth a held ho.spital. 
It appeared to Sir Frederick Haines that, il possible, 
one or more existing gar his {or walled enclosures), .such 
as are found in o^'ery Afglian A'illage, should, if possible, 
be secured and covered by field works, so as to form 
a strong defensible post, within which, of course, the 
existence of an ample water-supply would he an 
indispensable necessity. After occupation, every en¬ 
deavour was to be made, and every available aninial 
employed, to store provisions, and to bring up to this 
advanced base all provisions, grain, etc., reijuired for a 
future advance, together with reserves of ammunition, 
artillery, and small-arms, such as would enable the 1st 
Di\ ision in the least possible time to respond to any 
urgent call for immediate movements. 

At length on the 12tli April the long-1 ooked-for 
forward inovenient commenced, and Lieutenant-General 
Sir Sam Browne’.s divisional head-(quarters with a small 
column of the 1st Brigade left .Jalalabad at jS a,m., and 
marcl'ied to Bawali, a distance of 12 miles. ^ Next day 
the column prociictled about 12 miles to Nimla, joined 
t7i Tfnttc by part of the force at h ateliabad, and on the 
l+th it arrived at Sated Sang, which was found to be 
more suitable for occupation than Gandamak. 

On the irtb April tlie troops at Fatehabad were 
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t.o join divisional, head-tjuarters at Saf'ed Sang; 
and tlie garrison of Fort Sale iieai’ Jalalabad was detailed 
as follows; 

Cavnlry . , troops, lltli J^erijjrjd I,nrit:era. 

Artillery . . E-3, Royal Artillery (1 division). 

British Intanhy . 100 51 st .Liglit Infantry. 

Native Infantry . { 

Sappers and Miners 1 company* 

The remaining portions of the Brd Brigade, namely, 
two di\d.sions of E-3, lioyal Artillery, and head-quarters 
Sist liight Infantry, marched for Safed Sang on the 
25th. 

I’he Fatehabad detachment readied Safed Sang on 
the 20th and the camp there was on the same day slutted 
to higiier and better ground on the southern slopes of 
tlie Ninila plateau. 

Meanwhile the field telegraph, which bad reached 
Fatehabad on the 10th April, was pushed on thence 
with the head-quarters’ force, conii.nunication being kept 
up uninterruptedly during tiie inarch by the aid of the 
mule ground line. 

The position of Safed Sang commands the whole of 
the country on three sides, the remaining side being the 
one towards Fatehabad, tiie holding of which wa.s not 
likely to occasion difficulty. The heights of tlie camps 
at Fatehabad, Ninila, and Safed Sang were respectively 
2,300, 8,700, and feet, thus giving a rise of over 

2,000 feet, which was desirable from a climatic point 
of view, as the weather grew warmer. 

Safed Sang is distant from .falidabad about 30 miles. 
The road for the first 12 miles is fatiguing, being either 
stony or knee-deep in sand as far as Fort, liozahad, 
whicli place is situated on tlie bank of an affluent of the 
Surkhiib, and furnishes e.xcellent accommodation for 
at least 2.50 irifiintry and 50 cavalry. A signalling 
station was established here on the highest tower of 
the fort. 

From Jlozabiid (Baw'ali) to the next po.st the distance 
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is about 9 iiiileK, the route running past the village 
of Fateliabad at about 4 miles. I'his post was named 
Ffjrt Battye, being wit!)in sight of the battlefield of 
the iJrid of April, where Major Wigram Battye was 
killed. It was entrenched and put in a thorough state 
of defence, and garrisoned by 1.50 Punjab Iiifimtry and 
a troop of 11th Bengal Ijancers. 'fhe di.stance from 
Fort Battye to Safed Sang or Gandamak, where the 
head-quarters 1st Dhision were concentrated, is 9 miles ; 
the roiitl was not good, but was quickly improved by 
the Sappers. 

Gandamak is about 3 miles beyond Safed Sang. 
Tlie camp at the latter place was strongly situated on 
the summit of a barren, .stony ridge, where tfie heat in 
summer is very great during the daytime, although 
the temperature at night, by reason of the excessive 
r-adiation, is comparatii-ely low. The great drawback 
to the place was the dust, w'hicli necessitated tw'o changes 
of site; otherwise the situation wnis secure and the 
water-supply excellent. 

On the 1.5th April Colonel MacGregor {Chief of 
the Staff) again brought to notice the deficiency of 
transpoi’t, together with other questions regarding the 
general working of tlie Commissariat Department. In 
consequence of this General Maude was directed to 
transfer to the l.st Division all serviceable camels in 
excess of 1,500, and all available mule carriage, in view 
of a possible advance on Kabul from Gfindamak. 

On the 9th April a slight skirmish took place in 
the Haft Chah Valley resulting in a loss to the enemy 
of 15 men, but with this exception there were no 
hostilities during the middle of the month. 

In consequence of incessant rumours ‘ that the 
]Moh mauds were gatiiering wfth hostile intent, and 
were atmut to cross tlie Kabul Hi ver in order to attack 
Dukka or .some other point in the line of communica¬ 
tions, a column of the following strength under com¬ 
mand of laeutejiant-Coloiiel O. Barnes, 10th Bengal 

' These* niintiiirii were disuounted by Uie Political Officer, 
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Lancers, commanding at Dakka, niarcbed iroin that 
place on the 21st April to ascertain the number and 
cliiiracter of the threatening force: 


a Guns Ci-8, Royal Artillery. 

1 S(tuadrot) 10th Bengal Lancers. 

3 Coinpaiiies, Mhairwara Batl.alion. 


Tliis reconnaissance proceeded as far as Kam Dakka, 
a village on tlie same side of the Kabul River, 7 miles 
below Dakka; the force found here that the south 
side of the river was clear of the hostile tribesmen, and 
accordingly returned to Dakka without experiencing 
any opposition except exchanging a^ few shots across 
the river, where, according to unanimous report, the 
Mohmands were in great'strength. The gims^,_ being 
unable to move along the goat path wliicli clings to 
the spur overlianging the Kabul Riverj remained with 

ail escort at Koi l^akka. i i j 

On this result being telegraplied to divisional head- 
quartei's, the Political Assistant, Major Coiiolly, who 
was in camp at the time, urgently reeomniendea the 
despatch of two coinpaiiies ol the Mhairwara llattalien 
to Kani Dakka to protect its inhabitants. 

Instructions were wired to this effect, and accord¬ 
ingly Captain 0*M,oore Creagh, with IdH officers and 
men of the battalion, marched at 5 p.in. on the 21st 
from Dakka and reached Kam Dakka 11 p.m., aftei 
experiencing considerable difliciilty in getting the mules 

over the hills in the dark. ^ 

On am^'ing Captain Creagh was surprised to hiid 
that the villagers were very far from desiring his 
presence or protection, wliich woidd, they said, have 
no effect but to bring on them the anger of their 
fellow-tribesmen, 'riieir demeanour was anytliing but 
friendly ; tliey refused to allow the detachinent to 
enter the village, and on the tbllowing oiorning they 
persisted in limiting their alliance to remaining neutral 
in the lighting which was now imminent. From 5 a,in. 
on tile 22nd hostile Mohmands were crossing the river 


A CRITICAL PCS rr ION 

and gathering in crowds on tlie liiil in front ot the 
place where the detachment was camped. ^There 
appeax'ed little cluintje of reinforcement during tins day, 
and Cajjtain'Creagh made s\ich dispositions as seemed 
possible for defence. As the attack of the Jlohmancis 
developed, Captain Creagh gradually drew back, until 
about 8 a.m., when, having been reinforced by 30 men 
with ammunition, he fijially established liis d^ach- 
meiit in a graveyard, his lett restiirg on the Kabul 
Iliver. Here he set to work to construct rough breast¬ 
works, while the advance of the enemy was kept in 
check by skirmishers, and the baggage, followers, atid 
animals were collected under cover of the rii^er bank. 
Scarcely were these preparations coiiipleted wheir the 
.skirmishers were driven in, the tribesmen sw.'irined 
down the hills and completely sun-ounded the position. 

From 9 a.m. till 3 p.m. the defence continued,^ the 
enemy, who numbered about 1,200, se\'ei'al tinies 
making assaults on the entrenchments and being 
repulsed only by bayonet charges. About 2 p.m. the 
assailants had closed round the troops to a uniform 
distance of from 70 to 90 yards. At 3 o’clock the 
ammunition began to run low, and the position became 
most critical, when the enemy suddenly appeared to be 
moving away from right to left, and immediately 
afterwards a small reinforcement of 40 infantry arrived, 
under Captain D. M. Strong, lOtli Bengal Lancers, 
having pushed on in front of a relieving eoluniii which 
had been sent out from Dakka imder his command, 
'rhis addition of strength, however, was not sufocient 
to dislodge the enemy nor to effect a withdrawal of the 
detachment without considerable loss, but a few minutes 
later a further reinforcement appeared in the shape of 
a trooi) of the lOtli Bengal Lancers under Lieutenant 
C. E. Pollock. Captain Strong immediately took 
comiuand of this from his subaltern, and delivered a 
vigorous charge against the eneiny, driving them from 
their position, dispersing tliem in all directions, some 
seeking refuge by rusliing into the river, while the, 
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remainder Hed to the hills on the right under the fire of 
tlie two mountain guns and infantry. Captain Ci'eagh’s 
detachment now (diarged out of the. entrenchmentj iind 
then returned to cany off the dead arid wounded, wdiile 
the cavalry covered the withdrawal. 

Almost at the same time a company of the l-l‘2th 
Foot and tw'O guns of ] 1-9, Mountain Hattery, Royal 
Artillery, mrived opportunely from Colonel Norman’s 
column, under Major .1. H. Dyce, R.A., who assumed 
counnand ; the guns opened on the masses of the enemy, 
who were again collecting, causing tliem to beat a 
precipitate retreat. 

It had been the intention of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harnes, commanding fit Dakka, that after tlie relief of 
the Karn Dakka detachment the Satta Pass leading to 
that place should be held for the night, and the enemy 
attacked on the following moniing with ail the_ available 
troops. IM aj or Dyce, however, d i d not consider it practic¬ 
able to hold the’ pass o wing to the fatigue w^hich the 
men hud undergone, and the want of water, rations, and 
ammunition. The withdrawal of the original force and 
reinforcements under Captain Strong and Major Dyce 
was consequently eft’ected. The combined colnnin 
arrived at 8 p.m./the enemy foUownng it up closely and 
keeping up an incessant though almost harmless fire. 

Meanwhile, on the 2l.st April, a reconnoitring 
column ’ under Colonel F. R. Norman, ii4th Punjab 
Infantry, had been despatched from liandi Kotal by 
General Maude, wlio considered, notwithstiUiding the 
reports of the Political Officers, that tlie situation 
retpured clearing up. Colonel Norman’s column 
marched via Kam Shilman to Sarobi in the Prang Darra, 
where they encamped. Next morning the tw'o mountain 
guns with their escort were pushed on up the I^oi Shil- 
man, over tiie Shilman Ghaklie Pass, and the foresight 
of Genei'al Maude was rewarded by tlie a.ssistance tiiey 
gave in extricatitig Captain Creagh’s detachment. 


‘ 11-1) laiyjil ArtiUery, 2 miiuiitiiin guns. 
1-12 4 compaiiiefj. 


24th l^urij^ih 1 ufffniryj 4 oomx>anie3, 
Aiid a few 
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7t) GALLAiVTRY REWARDED 

On the y2nd fui’tlier reinforeements were sent from 
Basawal as well as from Landi Kotal on the situation of 
the Kam Dakka detachment becoming known. 

On the morning of the 23rd, at 6.30 a.m,, a force 
composed as under * consisting of all the a,vail able troops, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel C. .T. Sillery, 1-12th 
Foot, moved from Dakka to the Satta Pass, over which 
the cavalry and Gurkhas sidvanced, while the guns were 
posted so as to conunand the river and the road. ,A 
few tribesmen were observed on the opposite bank 
apparently preparing to cross on a raft, but a shell from 
a mountain gun dispersed them, and no other hostile 
parties were seen. 

'Phe remainder of Colonel Norman’s column effected 
a junction with this force at Kam Dakka in the after¬ 
noon after a toilsome marcli, and rensained there without 
molestation during the night, while the Dakka column 
returned to its own station the same evening. 

’Phe casualties among the troops in the affair of the 
22nd were 6 killed and 18 wounded : the enemy lost 
about 200 killed. 

The udrairabie gallantry displayed by the detach¬ 
ment of thf; Mhairwara llattalion was highly eulogised 
by the Com rnander-in-Chief;. Captain Creagh was 
recommended for and awarded the \^ictoria Cross, and 
Captain Strong was brought to the special notice of the 
Commander-in-Chief tor the judgment with which he 
had delivered a most effective cliarge against the enemy 
at a very critical moment. 

On the 3rd May General Sir Sam Browne tele¬ 
graphed to Simla that ^'tikub Klian had left Kabul that 
(lay for Saf'ed Sang to negotiate terms of peace. It is 
necessary now to sketch the (sourse of the negotiations 
which led to this result. 

We hare seen how on the 29tli March the ikmir 

‘ Royal Artillery, ti guns. I I-5th FesilierSj I cjiinijmny, 

I l-ft, H oyal A rtill cry. 4 tn o untai n guns. * -12th Foot * 2 eoo ipaii i os. 

Unh Ikngal Lancers, 1 squadron, j Mlmir^mra Battalion, 1 t!omj>ariy, 
2iid Gurkhas, 2 comptuiies. 
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wote to Major Cavagnari expressing his readiness to 
receive a Britisli Mission to consider the ternis ot a 
treaty. Notwithstanding the friendly tone of this letter, 
a few days later a conniiurilcation from Yakub to the 
Khugiaiiis was intercepted, dated the 4 th April. In it 
the Sardar praised the tribesmen for their gallant resis- 
taiiee at the battle of P'atehabad, and exhorted them not 
to fear the infidels, agaiast wluMti he (Yakub) was 
ready to lavmeh an irresistible force of regular troops 
and ffhazis. It continued: “ 'fhen, by the favour of 
God, and in accordance with the verse ‘ V^erily, God has 
destroyed the powerful ones,’ the whole of them will go 
to ‘ the fire of hell for evermore.’ 7'herefore, according 
to the sacred text, ‘ Kill them to the extent of your 
ability.’” 

It liaving been decided that, notwithstanding this 
letter, negotiations with Yakub should not be broken 
off. Major Cavagnariaddres.sed a letter to His Highness, 
dated tiie 7 th April, saying’that the Ih'itish Government 
acquiesced in the Amir’s suggestion tliat a British Mission 
should be deputed to Kabul, and would appoint one as 
soon as intinaation was received that the requisite arrange¬ 
ments for its reception had been made. S ubsequently the 
^^iceroy, in replymg to Yakub’s announcemeTit of Sher 
Ali’s death, and his own accession to the throne, 
intimated that he had decided to depute Major Cava- 
gnari to Kabul and had invested him with authority 
to communicate unreservedly with the Amir upon the 
questions at issue ; and that Major Cavagnari might be 
considered the representative of the Govenunent ol 
India, 

Bakhtiar Khan, bearing Major Cnvagnari’s letter, 
reached Kabul ou the 12th. Councils were at once held 
and the manner of receiving the Briti.sh Mission was 
discussed in secret conclave. There was reason to 
believe that Yakub’s advisers, two of whom, Sardar 
Sher All and Shah Muhammad, had just returned from 
Tashkent, were counselling him to abandon the English 
alliance and to trust to Ilussia. In these circumstances 
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Bakhtiiir Khan, in the hope of securing the reception of 
the British Mission, advised Yakub to visit tiie Britisii 
camp in pei'son, u .suggestion which was fju'ourably 
received and ultimately adopted. On the 24t]i April 
Bakhtiar returned to Safed Sang, bringing two letters 
from the Amir, in one of which he proposed a vdsit to 
the British camp. 

According to Bakhtiar Khan’s account Yakub was 
airaid to receive a British Mission, lest it should under¬ 
mine his authority at Jtabul, and so compel iiini to 
accejjt such conditions as the British Goverrunent might 
choose to dictate. Moreover there was a strong military 
party at Kabul aver.se to peace, and it was doubtful 
wliether Yakub would be able to protect the Mis.sion 
from insult. Reports received from Kabul teirded to 
.show that the A.mir’s autliority was unable to restrain 
the lawlessness of the mob and the soldiery, who 
plundered in the open street with impunity and even 
threatened to pillage the late Amir’,? treasuiy. d’hey 
were only appeased by the payment of a large instalment 
of the aiTears due to them. 

In view of these reports the proposal that the Amir 
should come to the Bri tish camp was considered by the 
Viceroy to be preferable to the despatch of a British 
]Vlis.sion to Kabul. Major Cavagnavi was therefore 
ordered to reply in friendly terms accepting the offer 
and promising to accord Ills Highnes.s an horumrable 
reception. On the •28th April Bakhtiar Khan reached 
Kabul and delivered iiis letter. On the next day he 
received the following reply from the Amir, stating that 
His Highnes,s would start from Kabul on the 3rd May : 

I^'rom Mit.hami)ind YukvM Khan, Amir of Kabul, to 
Major Cava^'nari., v.st.i.. Political OJju'.ci'. 

“ I beg to write this friendly letter to inform you 
that your very friendly coininunicatioa, dAted 25th April, 
187!), sent by the liands of the worthy and intelligent 
Munshi Bakhtiar Khan, reached me at a very fortunate 
moment. 
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YAKUB AGREES TO TERMS 

“ Its gratifying contents, which notify tiie msirlis of 
noble friendship and give the glad tidings of the . tokens 
of great affection between tlie tw'o sublime States, liave 
afforded me imbonnded joy. Tlie Munshi above men¬ 
tioned has strung one by one on the thread of description 
the pearls of your fi'iendly hints and the verbal messages 
with which you, actuated by the motives of most sincere 
friendship, entrusted him, and thereby he has opened 
the door of happiness and joy to the fiice of my heart, 
inasmuch as the grasp of the desire of having an inter¬ 
view Mbth the (British) offieei’s of high rank, and holding 
a happy conference witli them, has taken hold of the 
skirt of my lieart. 1 wUl, please God, set out from 
tiie eapital (Kabul) for rny destination on Monday, the 
JJrd May, 1879 ( “lOth Jamadi-ul-Awal). Further, what 
can I write beyond expressions of friendshipi"—Kabul, 
3<)th April, 1879 (=7th Jamadi-ul-Awal). 

As lias been related, Sir Sam Bro’wne telegraphed 
the news of Yakub Khan’s departure from Kabul on 
the (3rd May. 'fliis meant that the Amir accepted the 
principal demands of tlie British Government, including 
the cession of tlie Kliybcr and Knrrain Valleys and the 
appointment of a British Resident. “The Kabul cam¬ 
paign,’ said Sir Sam lircmme, in a telegram of 3rd May, 
“ may now' be regarded as tenninated.” 

On the same date another sign of the favourable 
condition of affairs was furnished by the arrival in camp, 
of Asmatulla Khan, the influential cliief of the Ghil/rtiis, 
who came to tender his services to the British General, 
and whose example would, it was expected, be followed 
by the whole of Ills ti'ihe. 

On the Gth May the approach of the Amir was 
aiinoimced. Ground w'as selected and tents pitched 
for his aceommodation and that of his following, and on 
the 8th he an-ived at the Britisli ttamp at (frindamak, 
accomjianicd by his suite, and by an escort of tlie 
lOtli Hussars and Guides Cavalry, w'ho with Major 
Cavagnari Imd gone out to meet him. A royal sainte 
of 21 guns was accorded to him, and the whole route 
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VISIT OF THE AMIR 




acrosii the valley to the eonical hill overlooking the 
Kabul txjad (whete the reiiinants (jf the iil-fated 
44ith Regiment mtule tlieiv last stand in 1841) was 
lined with llritish troops. At the further end of the 
line the Amir was met by Lieutenaut-General Sir Sam 
llrowne, accompanied by hi.s staff, and he rode into 
camp between tlie General and the I’olitical Officer. 
There were on parade l.'iO officers and 4,595 non¬ 
commissioned officers and men. A guard of honour of 
100 Tiritish infantry (l-17th I'oot) received the Amir at 
his camp, where all aiTaiigeinents ibr lus comfort liad 
been made. 

The Amir appeared to tlie observers to be about 
00 years of age, ratiier above the middle height; he 
seemed civil arid cheerful, but said lie was yet suficring 
from the effects of his imprisonment. 

At,^ p.in. the Political Officer paid a visit of ceremony 
to tlie Amir, and at 4 p.m. Sir Sam Rrowne visited him. 
Congratulatory telegrams were then exchanged between 
His Highness and the Viceroy at Simla. Later ou he 
paid a return visit to Sir Sam Browne, being received 
by a guard of honour of the .51st Ijight Infantry, and 
a salute of 21 guns being fired on his arrival and 
departure. 

On tile 10th 5Iay the serious negotiations commenced. 

Considerable difficulty was encountered in bringing 
the Amir to terms on the territorial questions, and he 
combated any cession of country to the British with 
an obstinac)' whicli Major Cavagnari characterised as 
“ childish perverseness.”' After several interviews be- 
tween the Political Officer and Yakub Khan or his 
advisers, the basis of an agreement was at length 
settled at a private interview between tlie former on 
the 17tb May. On the 19tli tjie commercial and 
telegraph clauses of the treaty were discussed, and 
notwithstanding inces.sant and often in-elevant additions 
and amendments on the part of the jlLinir, wiio evinced 
considerable sus]>icion, the tact and ability of Major 
Cavagnari brouglit matters to a close on the 2€>th May, 
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On the same day the Treaty of Gandamak^ was 
formally exeeuted. Mr. Jeiikins, .A,ssi.stant, Political 
Officer, immediately started with it for Siiiilii. It 
was ratified there by the VTceroy ou the 30th, and it was 
received again at Sated Sang in time to be presented 
to the Amir on the morning of the 6th of June in full 
darhar. 

Meantime, the Afridis and Shinwaris along the line 
of communications were reported to be more activ'e than 
ever in cutting off' unarmed camp followers and stray 
camels, whilst the telegraph line also was continually 
being cut at iutei‘\’als; it was calculated that upwards 
of 30 miles of telegraph wire had been stolen during the 
occupation, probably, as it w'as suggested, by the so- 
called friendly picquets oi jiizaiJcIm. ^ 

Neveitheless the news of tlie negotiations had already 
produced a good effect in dispersing the tribes wlio 
were assembled in Bajaur and Swat to join in a Jihiul 
against tlie unbelievers. 

The question of the possibility of an immediate 
withdrawal now became of first importance. On the 
10th May a conference was held at Government House, 
Simla, over which Lord Lytton presided, and at whicli 
the Surgeon-General of the British Forces, Dr. ^ Ker- 
Innes, and Dr. Cuningham, the Sanitary Commissioner, 
were invited to express their opinions on tlie possibility 
of withdra'wing the troops through the Khyber in the 
midst of the hot weather. 

Previcuis to this date an outbreak of cholera at 
Pesliawar hiid much increased the dangers and ditHculty 
of withdrawal. Precautions were immediateiy taken, 
and sites suitable for cholera camps were selected, in 
ease the disease should appear among the troops of the 
Field Force. 

A.S early as JiOth April Dr. J. Hanbury, Principal 
IVIedical (Officer of the 3nd Division at laiiidi Kotal, had 
drawn up a detailed statement of the measures to be 

' Appetidix y, 

* I’or di&tribiitiou of Field Force on the 30th Mii^j aee Appendix VL 
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iidopted to arrest tlie advance of cholera the pass, 
which was published in Divisional Orders. Examining 
posts and cholera hospitals were established at Jainnid 
and Ali Masiid, where every human being was inspected 
on arrival and tlepai'ture, examining tents being pitched 
and guards posted at the entrance and exit of each 
camp. A detached cholera hospital was also provided, 
and a medical subordinate was placed on duty with the 
guards for the pui’pose of inspecting incoming and out¬ 
going convoys. 

In spite‘of these measures, however, a fatal case^ ot 
cholera occurred at Ali Masjid on the 6th May. he 
disease rapidly spread amongst the ccjolies employed by 
the Engineers; seventeen cases and twelve deaths oc- 
cun'cd up to the 12th May, and on the llsth and 15th 
idem two cases, one oi tliem fatal, were reported at 
.Jalalabad. Yet, so far as was then known, Afghanistan 
was otherwise free Itom (diolera, and previous history 
and experience led to a belief that, although a serious 
outbreak was to be feared in the Peshawar \a!ley, yet it 
was not likely that the epidemic would spread up the 
Khyber till later in the year. 

On the 2.Sth May a medical committee, under the 
presidency of Surgeon-General Ker-Innes, reconiiuended 
the withdrawal of the troops from the ,Talalabad Valley, 
on tlie ground that cholera had already^ broken out there, 
and tliere was reason to feai' that it might increase. 
Moreover, there had been numerous cases of enteric 
fever among the liritish troops; and, with no better 
protection than sniall tents, there was grave cause to 
fear that the men would suffer much during the hot 
weather, not only Irom enteric feverbut also from other 
diseases consetpient on exposure. Ihere could be no 
question that, from every point of view, it would be of 
the. gi'eate.st benefit to get the troops into quarters. 

'fhe memorandum concluded : “ We have considered 
tlie matter with tlie anxio^is care which its importance 
demands, and ha\^e come to the conclusion that the 
alternative courses which present tliemseli^es are more 


83 


THE MEDICAL REPORT 

or less fraught with risk and danger, but tliat, under all 
the circumstances of tire case, no such snnitiiry reasons 
now exist for retaining the troops in Afghanistan as 
would outweigh the political and financial leasons which, 
we understand, press for tlieir return. Unfortunately, 
in this particular year and at this particular time, the 
choice is a choice of evils, and the troops, whether they 
remain or whether tiiey return, will form a source of 
great anxiety for some time to come, 'fhese remarks 
do not apply immediately to that portion of them cjuar- 
tered at Gandamak ; but as we apprehend that the 
question must be answered as regard the whole force, 
and not only as regards any one part of it, tliey need 
not be considered separately. If it should be resolved 
to withdraw the troops, there are certain special pre¬ 
cautions which we would recommend for adoption, both 
with reference to the season of the year and the preva¬ 
lence of cholera; and these we propose to submit at 
once in a separate memorandum,” 

Surgeon-General Ker-Innes indicated in his for¬ 
warding report the data and reasoning on which the 
foregoing conclusion was arrived at: 

“ The time was May. Cholera was present in the 
Khyber route and Peshawar Valley; it was extending 
to tire north, and even threatening Kabul at a later 
date. If the troops marched into India, they marched 
into cholera ; if they remained, it advanced on .them. 
But, assumiirg that tlrey remained, it would be neces¬ 
sary for them to continue at their posts until October; 
for past experience has sufficiently shown that cliolera, 
when once it has invaded the Peshan ar Valley, may be 
expected, speaking broadly as the result of past epi¬ 
demics, to localise itself there from May to November. 
And, in addition to the augmentation of sickness from 
other and ordinary causes, such as fever, botli malarial 
iuui enteric, and dysentery, there was the prospect, if 
not tlie absolute certainty, of the troop.s having to incur 
su(B additional risk from heat apoplexy as in the Punjab, 
the portion of tiie country nearest Afghanistan about 
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i^hieh we i\aVe any a<tcurate data, wliich increases at the 
end of June, doubles in July, and remains in full activity 
in August and September.” 

A decision once arrived at, prompt action became 
es.sential, and instructions, embodying the views enter¬ 
tained by the Surgeon-General as to the expediency of 
the I'etniTi inarcli, and the conditions under wliicli it 
might best be undertaken, were forwarded to the respon¬ 
sible medical officers. 

Considering the nature of the march, and the time 
of year at which it was to be undertaken, an unusual 
amount of sickness M'as anticipated, and it wtw coiise- 
iiuently iniperatii'e that every practicable precaution 
should be taken. It was reeoimnended, as a fir.st and 
essential step, that an experienced medical officer sliould 
be attached to theQuartennaster-GeneraV.s Department 
as Sanitary Field Insjiector, charged with the duty of 
adidsing the military authorities in the selection of 
encamping sites, preservation of water-supply, and 
sanitation of the several camps and rest depots cn ro-ii>te\ 
and espec^ially with the initiation of tlie medical and 
hygienic arrangements for the troops and rest depots oh 
tlie line of march. This duty was delegated to Surgeon- 
Major Porter. 

At the same time other recommendations were made 
in regard to the formation of .standing camps at easy 
marching distances from one another’, old camping- 
grounds being avoided, and tlie double-fly European 
privates’ tents being made available ; inarching in the 
evening was advocated in as open order as possible; 
the issue of refreshments, chiefly in a liquid form, half 
way and at the end of the march : the issue of meals 
at regular hours ; the division of the rum ration into 

two issues. . ,, 

By the end of May tlie cdiolera was severe, especiaJlV 

among the Britisli troops at Ijandi Kotal and among the 
natives at iVli Masjid. Tiiere were nearly iiOO sicj, all 
seriou.s cases, in the British field hospital at Safed bang, 
and each corps there had from iJO to fK) men attending 
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THi: PEI >0 HOSPITAL 


diiily for medicine. There were 300 sick in tlie native 
■hospital at Safed Sang and 150 at Jalaiabad, and these 
liospitals were filled very rapidly owing to the wretclied 
condition of the follower.s of tlje force. 

Notwithstanding tliis state of things, the military 
authorities decided on the •withdrawal, and order.? were 
is.sued that the British portion of the Lst Division should 
march in four bodies. The Field Hospital, Lst Division, 
Sated Sang, was thereupon divided into four .sections, 
each section complete in itself as regards medicines, 
instruments, servants, and purveyors’ stores. There 
were five medical officers and five medical .subordinates 
with the field hospital: 



British tonpa 
from Hafed 
Snog. 


t»t nattalion ITtli Foot. Surgeon-.Mnjar J. E, 
i''ish bourne and Surgeiiii H. (.'harleaworth. 


llritiah traopB rK-3, 11. A. (1 division) . . . \Surtjooii-MajorA. H. 

fromdolalabad\(5X9t Eight lii&ntrjr . . . ./ Ratigaii, 

The European strength at Safed Sang on 31st May 
was 3,(}7S>, which gave an average strength of 663 to 
each of the four sections. 

With respect to the native regiments, the regimental 
system was maintained, each regiment having one 
medical officer. 

Immediately on orders being issued for the retire¬ 
ment, every effort was inatle to despatch the coniniis- 
s^triat stores and Engineer Park from Jalalabad. From 
that plate to Dakka (4d miles) they were to be conveyed 
by rafts, and two wharves were accordingly constructed 
at Jalalabad for their embarkation. On the 3rd .June 
the first despatch from the upper whaif took place, and 
on tlie 4th the regxilar service of rafts began. Some of 
these rafts were made of inflated skins, others of light 
pontoon casks ; and others again of timbei*. 
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Meanwhile tlie troops of the 1st and 2nd Divisions 
were already on the move towards India, beginning 
with ttie 25th Foot, which left Dakka for Peshan'ar on 
the 31st May. 

On the 7th June the Amir lett Gandarnak, having 
completed all arrangements with Major Cavagnari as to 
the reception of t!ie Mission at Kabul; and on the 
same day Sir Sam Krowne and divisional head-quarters 
left Sated Sang, and Major Cavagnari stai*ted imme¬ 
diately for Simla to confer wdth the Viceroy. The held 
telegraph line was also rolled up between Safed Sang 
and Fort liattye, communication being maintained by 
heliograph. 

On the 8th June Brigadier-General T>d;ler’s brigade, 
forming the rear guard of the Peshawar Field Foixje 
(as it had also found the advanced guard), vacated the 
camp, and the la.st British soldier left Gandamuk. "^I'lie 
field telegraph was rolled up one day’s march in advance 
of the rear guartl, and its place taken by the heliograph 
under JJeutenant Whi.stier Smith, The rear 

guard consisted of; 


K7th Punjab Infantry (for Dakka). 

45th Sikhs (for Mai'clara). 

Htizara Mountain Battery (for Dakka). 
Guides Cavalry (for Peshawoi-). 


In spite of the unwearied exertions of the Sappers 
under Major Blair the stores from Jalalabad were not all 
despatched by the 10th, and consequently the march of 
the reoT’ guard was delayed to admit of the remainder, 
some 25,000 rnaunds of stores, being .sliipped down the 
river. On each raft one or more sappers were .sent as 
guard, and in this manner two companies, as well as all 
the pioneer workmen, were despatched to Dakka. It 
was also found feasible to send dovm a large number of 
native invalids, including cliolera patients. 

On the morning of the llth June the divisional 
liead-ipiarters staff and numerous other officers embarked 
on rafts, and before night all the store.s remaining were 
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dowTi at the wharves; and, by carrying on the prepara¬ 
tion of the rafts all nigiit, every tiling was cleared off by 
6.80 a.m. on the 13th, so that tlie rear guard could inarch 
that day. A little wetting to the food supplies was 
incurred, but no loss whatever to the Engineer stores. 
None of the defensive works constructed at Jalalabad 
were demolished, but were handed over intact to the 
Amir’s Government. 

From Jalalabad, to Dakka signalling was not main¬ 
tained after tlie telegraph line was rolled up, owing to 
the difliculty of establishing detached stations on Samar 
Khel Koh above Ali IJoghiin, from which only could 
commuiiication be kept up betv'een the Chardeh and 
Jalalabad plains. Signallers, however, accompanied the 
rear guard so as to open communication, if necessary. 

Sir Sam Browne left Ijandi Kotal for Peshawar on 
the '16th June, by which date the evaeinition of the line 
held between Tiandi Kotal and Gandamak had been 
completed. 

Meantime, the troops had suffered considerably from 
cliolera during their march from {j-andamak to India. 
I’he 1 Otli Hussars lost 34 troopei’s and 3 camp followers. 
The Ride Brigade suffered more severely still — viz. 
2 officers and 46 men, besides 6 from sunstroke. 'J’he 
17th Regiment lost tlie comparatively small number of 
9 men, and the Slst Light Infantry 13 men. 7’hree 
medical officers and an officer attached to the Transport 
also succumbed to this disease. 

The effects of the return march are thus described 
in Surgeon-General Ker-Innes’ narrative : 

“ A march at this time of the year in Afghanistan 
involved exposure to a temperature ranging from 110° 
to 11.5' Fahr. in tlie shade; and, in spite of eveiy 
precaution, the .suffering of the troops was, as might 
have been expected, great. The men were in indif¬ 
ferent health from long exposure and inactivity in a 
trying climate. Their recall to India was evidently 
welcome and popular, and they started with a consider¬ 
able degree of alacrity and cheerfulness, and throughout 



Jin exceUeiit and self-denying spirit aniniated the whole. 
But the conditions to which they were inevitably ex¬ 
posed-excessive heat, dust-stonns, not a particle of 
shade from Sated Sang to Peshawar, indiifei-eiit food, 
intolerable thirst, scarcity of water, arid that which was 
availabJe bad — proved unusually trying. Had it not 
been for the prev^ilence ot cbolerii, the troops would, 
however, have peid'ornied the march with comparatively 

tew casiuilties. . , • j* 

" On reaching .famrud and Hari-Singh-ka-llurj, and 
especially as they made their final marches, their distress 
was very apparwit. ^I'heir clothes w'^ere stiff and dirty 
from the jirofuse perspiration and dust their counte¬ 
nances betokened great nervous exhaustion, combined 
with a wild expression, difficult to describe; the eyes 
injected, and even sunken; a burning skivi, black with 
tl-ie effects of sun and dirt; dry tongue ; a weak voice; 
and a thirst which no amount of fluids seemed to 
relieve. Many of these men staggered rather than 
marched into their tents, and threw themselves down 
utterly incapable of further exertion until ref resiled by 
sleep and food. This was very marked in the Sfst 
Light Infantry. Nor did the officers appear to be in 
any better plight. 

“ But if there was one class worse than anotfier, 
it was certainly tlie medical officers and subordinates. 
Surgeon-Major Porter states that on their avrivnil at 
Hari-Singh-ka-Burj, most of these were in a painfully 
iielpiess and prostrate condition, botii mentally and 
bodily. This was attributable to the strain to which 
they had been subjected — almost incessant work, night 
and day, coupled' with that anxiety and depression 
which even tlie most mdiffereiit or c^ous must share 
in the presence ol' so nuicli disease, fatigue, and respon¬ 
sibility, Sonic had almost literally no relief ft'Oiii toil, 
as so many of their number becoming ill, th^ 

duties became doubled and trebled fbi those who 
remained at their posts. The medical officer in charge 
of the section field Iiospital broke down early; next. 



the surgeon of tlie 4th Bfittalion Hifle Hrigade; and a 
third arrived at Hari Singh simply capable of handing 
over his sick before being himself placed on tlie sick 
list. The medical oiBcers had been thrown entirely 
on their ow'ii resources in regard to tlie pitching and 
striking of tents, receiving no European assistance for 
this purpose. 'J'hey had also to muster the doolie 
bearers before marcliing, and diive them like so many 
cattle along the march. Others, not entitled to draw 
forage allowance, W'ere obliged to march on foot, and at 
the end of it (the inarch) to pcrfVjrm their professional 
duties w'hen worn out by fatigue and excessive heat. 
While the troops were passing through Pesha\rar there 
were twelve medical officers on the sick list at one time. 
Ami, according to the returns of the officers’ hospital, 
the percentage of medical officers to total admi.ssions 
was ;38’3,” 

Up to the 2.5th of June 317 cases of cholera 
and 199 deaths were reported, of which latter 75 
were Europeans, including Captain R. B. Reed, 
12th Foot. The remainder were native troops and 
followers. 

The whole of this retirement was effected almost 
without molestation, and the .subjects of the Amir were 
quiet along the route by which the British troops ha<l 
to march. VVithin the new British frontier in the^ 
Khyber Pass, an attack was made on the baggage of 
the 9th Eaiicers, on the tith June, by Afridi robbers, 
wlien tw'o cartnien were killed and some property of 
officers stolen, and on the 27t}i a small number of jp’ass- 
cutters were attacked by robbers, near Ivandi Kotal, 
and two of their number killed. 

On the 21st June Sir Sam Browne reported to 
the Coramander-in-Chief that the 1st Division of the 
Pe.shawar Valley Field Force was broken up on the 
19t]i, and that he himself was about to leave for Mian 
Mir on the same date. 

On the 26th June Brigadier-General Tydler reported 
that Dakka had been evacuated and all the stores 
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removed, which, with the rear guard, liad arrived at 
Landi Kotal. 

On tile coiripletion of the evacuation the following 
were detailed to garrison the posts in the newly acquired 
Britisli territory on the Kiiyber line as follows: 

Cavalry . , lOtli Bengal t^ancers (2 squadrons)'’ 






CHAPlEll IV 


OPERATIONS OF THE CENTRE CJOLt^MN^ OH KURHAM VALLEY 

FIELD F0XL:E 

'Phk origiiiJil intention of the Gtjvernment of India, 
when a campaign against tiie Amir of Afglianistan 
became necessary, was to make tJie only ini[)Ortant 
iidvaruje in the autumn of 1878 by the Kurram iine, 
since it was considered that owing to the lateness of 
the season immediate pressure could tiot be exerted 
elsewhere. As early as the ith October the movement 
towards the frontier of the troops destined to form the 
Km-ram ^^alley Field Force commenced, tlie^ ground 
for the concentration camp was selected at Thal,^ the 
site laid out, and conservancy, w'atering, and sanitary 
an'angemeiits were pushed forward. 

Tlie following staff and troops had been detailed 
on that date; 

Majoi'-Geaiival F. S. Rol>erts, k.a., c.n,, Coniniantling. 

I (it'nteimnt G. T. I.'retynifin, k.a., .\ifle-tle-Cftnip. ^ 

Major VV. Galbraith, 85th Foot, Assi.Hbnit Adjutant-General. 
Major H. Follett, Assistant Quartermaster-Gen era!. 

Captain R. G. Kennedy, Q.M.G.’s Dept., | Deputy A, ssistantQaarter- 
Captain F. S. Carr, 5th runjah Cavalry, j niasters-GeiiCTal. _ 
Lieiitenant-Colonel ;E. Perkins, Coniinaiiding Royal Engmeer. 
Lieutenant F. T. N. Spratt, h.k., \ Field Engitieers. 

Lieutenant S. Grant, J . ,, m i u 

Cajjtaiii A. S. Wynne, 51st Foot, Supcirintendent Field 1 elegraphs. 

Medkul Department. 

Deputy Surgeon-General F. F. Alien, c.n., Indian Medical Service. 
Ctmmimiriat Department. 

Capttuu A. R. Btidcock, Deputy Assistant Comniksary-Geiieral. 
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02 KIJRRAM VAIJ.EY FIELD FORCE 

AwrihtFJiY. 

Lieuteiiant-Colouel A, IL Lind-nay, h,a,, Ciinimaiiding. 

Lieutenant E* <L O.sliomej iua., AdjutanL 

C’aptain J. A, S. ("okjnhouTij Cominissary of Ordnance, 

F-Aj Royal Hon^e Artillery, 

Royal Artillery, 

No. 1 (Koliat) Mountain Battery, 

No. 2 (Derayat) Moinitain Battery, 

Cavalky. 

Colonel II, H. Gtnighj c.j!., v,c,, Commanding, 

1 Stjuadron lOtl?. 

5fcb Punjab Cavalry. 

12th Bengal Cavalry, 

Tnfantey, 

lly^ Bngadi^* 

Ciilonel A, 11, Cobbe^ 17th Foot, Commainling, 

Captain A, Scott, v,c., 4th Sikh Infantry, Brigade-Major, 
2na Battalion 8th Foot. 

5th Punjab Infantry, 

25rd Pioneci's, 

29th (Punjab) Regiment of Native Infantry* 

27id hifaiiin/ Engach. 

Colonel J, B, Thelwiill, c.d,. Commanding, 

Captain G, de C. Morton, 6th Foot, Brigade-Major. 

72nd Ili^lilandersi. 

2nd Punjab Infantry, 

5t]i GnTklia,H, 

21»t (Punjab) Rcgimcnit of Native Infantry. 


7th Company, Sappei*s and Minens, 

ErigiuetT and Ordnance Field Parka. 

(At JiokaL) 

Major J, C, Aiichinleck , , C-4, Royal Artillery* 

Lieuteuant-Ccdonel G. H, Parker , 92nd Highlandei^, 
l,,ientenatit-Coloiiel J. Hiid.soit , 28th Punjab Native Infantry, 

(')n the 22n(l October Major-General F. S, Roberts 
was appointed to tlie eotnnuind of this column,* and the 
following general directions for his guidance in the 
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opei'sitions entrusted to his charge were given to him 
in Adjutant-Generars letter No. iy8-K., dated Simla, 
a2nd October, 1878 : 

“ 1. J am directed by the Coinrnander-in-C'hief to 
inform y<ju that, with the sanction of Government, you 
have been appointed to tlie command of a column of 
troops as per margin. 

“ 2. Your first endeavour will be to get tliis force 
together in the Upper Miranzai ^^'^lley, and to establish 
an entrenched post at I'hal 

“ 8. 'riiis post should be of such dimensions as to 
cov'er t^vo guns, a regiment of native infantry, and a 
wing of cavalry, to be detailed from the troops of the 
column and at Kohat. The object of tliis detachment 
is to maintain your cominunicHtions, and to afford a 
convenient half-w^ay depot for sick and stores, provision 
of shelter for whicir should be provided. 

“ 4. His Excellency cannot too forcibly impress 
upon you the necessity of securing in your interests 
the services of the chiefs and khans of influence of 
the tribes bordering on your route and the district of 
Kurram. 

“ 5, Ju communication with the civil authorities, 
it would be very desirable to cause one of those chiefs 
to accompany you, and to secure the services of as 
many of the cliiefs of Turis and their horsemen as may 
he available. 

“ 6. It will be for you to consider, with the informa¬ 
tion at your di.sposal, tlie nature of operations most 
likely to secure the objects of Government. 'I'he 
positions respectively of Knrrani, Kliost, and Dawar, all 
south of tlie Safed Koh, held by or more or less sub¬ 
ordinate to the Kabul Government, must be accepted 
as within the zone of your operations. 

"7. Your first object will be to engage any of the 
troops belonging to the Amir of Kabul in oceu])ation of 
Kurram, to drive them and the ruler from the valley, 
and to take possession of the same, as also of Khost; 
and to communicate to the inhabitants of Dawar that 
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the liritish lias replaced Afghan supremacy from date 
of notification, Imt to letu e an>' practical application of 
such supremacy for future adjustiTietit at a convenient 
time. 

“8. it is difficult to detiiie the limit to which your 
action should immediately extend in the direction of 
Kaliul VVitliout question the Kurrani district mu.st be 
held to extend to the watershed of tiie Kurram River, 
embracing tlie Hariab Valley and Mangal country up 
to the Shutai’gardan and Zurniat Passes. 

“9, In the first instance, however, it may be 
desirable to command the I^aiwar I’ass and tlie road 
as far as the village of Ali Khel or hamlet of Rokian, 
near to the junction of the direct road from Kabul by 
the GharigMI-'akara Pass} route with the Shutargardan 
route, and W'hich marks the boundary between .laji 
and Gliilzai lands. 

“ ]0. E\'ery endeavour should be made to gain over 
the Ahinadzai faction of the Ghilzai tribe, who hold 
the lands on the watershed on this line to Kabul, and 
whose tents and herds seek shelter in the winter months 
in the Kurram district. 

“11, Discipline demands that the officers, soldiers, 
and followers coniine themselves to the roads; and. 
that tlie latter especially be pi'ohibited from w^aiidering 
into villages or destroying crops. 

12. .Eveiy encouragement should be given to the 
people to supply your bazaars, and at every camp a 
place not only be allotted for .such trade, but a Rritish 
and a native non-commissioned officer of the Provost 
Marshal’s establishment be told off to protect them and 
to pi'eveiit disputes. 

“ 13, TMie considerate and friendly demeanour of 
all towards the people will do more than anything else 
to secure their goodwill and assistance. The .Tiijis and 
Turis of Kurram, having nothing in common with the 
‘ powers that be ’ at Kabul or with the Afgluin tribes, 
may be expected gladly to espouse our cause. 

“ 14. Althougli the juost direct route from Kohat 
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to Kun-imi is througli the Zaiinnkht country, policy 
immediately demands that its adoption be positively 
prohibited. 

“ IS. On first timving at KuiTnm, the position of 
Muhammad Azim’s fort in the centre of tlie valley, 
and which has hitherto been the seat of Government, 
would appear to present tlie most desirable location for 
the establishment of your head-quarters; and, sliould 
such appear to you desirable, it would be well to con¬ 
centrate there your depot and supplies, and without 
delay secure all available shelter. 

“10. The matter of supply is a most important one, 
and e^'ery endeavour must be made to rapidly collect 
some two or three months in advance of the daily 
demands of the force. 

“ 17. Too great stress cannot be placed upon your 
limiting baggage, while at the same time ensuring tliat 
every soldier and follower is fully preluded with all 
article.? of warm clothing as sanctioned, and that your 
stores of amnnmition and food are continually main¬ 
tained. 

“18. The protection and care of your carriage is 
a matter of great importance. The former must be 
secured by prohibiting grazing of camels without escoi-t, 
and the tatter by constant inspection.?. 

“ 19. Grass-cutters when beyond our present border 
will, whilst engaged at their calling, require protection. 
Much, however, of your supply of provender for main¬ 
tenance of horses and cattle will have to be secured from 
tfie vdllagers; Imt, in obtaining this, parties must not 
he permitted to act indiscriminately, but invariiibly act 
under the immediate orders of an officer, British or 
native. 

“ 20. With these order.? for your general guidance, 
the Commaiider-in-Chief, with the full authority of 
Government, mu.st leave tlie matter to your discretion 
and judgment, in which his Excellency *has the fullest 
confidence: 

“ 21. Should affairs in Kurram appear to justify such 
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a ineafiure, it will be for you to distribute your force, so 
as to expose it as little as possible to the iiielenieiicy 
of the winter. Such consideration rvould justify the 
retention of any portion of it at 'J’iial or eise\v}iere as 
circumstances on the spot may appear desirable.” 

On receipt of above letter LVlajor-Cieneral Roberts 
lost no time in discussing with Lieutenant-Colonel W. G. 
W aterfield. Commissioner and Superintendent, I^eshawar 
Division, tlie manner in wliich an advance up the KuiTum 
Valley could most advantageously be carried out. A 
report had already been drawn up by that oiTieer, and 
submitted to the I*unjah Governmeiit, detailing the 
tribes with whom a column in that district would come 
in eontacit. and the pi'obahilities of their attitude being 
hostile or otherwise. After consulting with Lieutenant- 
Cokmel Wateriield, Major-General lloberts forwarded 
to the Commander-in-Chief a sketch of his proposed 
advance, in the preparation of which, however, he was 
impeded by the uncertainty as to when the operations 
would probably begin. The .scheme which was ulti¬ 
mately carried out is contained in the following 
paragraph: 

“14. Should the advance be delayed for two or three 
weeks, t)ie column will, I hope, be in a ditterent con¬ 
dition to what it is now as regards supplies and carriage, 
and it w'ould then be practiealjle to leave Thai as a body, 
or by brigades at a day’s interval, carrying one month’s 
supplies. This rvonld enable me to push on to the Paiwar 
or Ali Khel, with perhaps only one or two (lays’ hall at 
Multammad Azim’s fort. Indeed, if the frontier is to be 
crossed on any date after the 15tlv November it would 
be necessary to move with the least possible delay so as 
to reach the Paiwar before snow' falls, In this caise 
Kliost and Daw'ar, etc;., would be left until later in the 
.season, wlien a sixiall column could march leisurely all 
over Kurram and tlie neigiibouriiig valleys.” 

Here, as elsewhere, the C/ommissariat and Transport 
arrangements were a serious diflficulty and W'ere alluded 
to with anxiety by Major-General lloberts. 
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‘‘21. The que.stion oi' supply is, as stated in para- 
gi’aph 16 of the Adjutant-CTeneral’s letter, a most 
important one, and has my most earnest attention; 
blit I may be permitted respectfully to remark that it is 
a matter in which I am at present more or less helpless. 

“ Rawalpindi is our immediate base, from which 
come all provisions required for Briti.sh troops, such as 
tea, sugar, and rum. Rawalpindi is also the place to 
which we have to look mainly for our transport, bread¬ 
stuff and ,^/a, and altogether for warm clothing for 
followers, doolie-bearers and dandies—thait is to say, 
all these requirements come eitlier from or through 
Ifawalpindi. 'I’he necessity for meeting the sudden 
large demands in the direction of Peshawar has caused 
the diversion of considerable quantitie.s of supplies 
originally intended for Kohat. 'i'he result is that this 
column is at present ivithout .some of the necessaiies 
required both by British and native troops, and is still 
.short of the estimated amount of transport.” 

Immediately on appointment to the csommand, 
Major-General Robert.s proceeded to Kohat, to super¬ 
intend the organisation of the force assembling there 
and at Thai, the construction of an entrenched post at 
the latter place, and the establishment of a main depot 
of supply, the formation of a base hospital at Kohat, 
and arrangements for tlie ijonstriiction of a trestle bridge 
across the Kurram River at Thai, 

For the present the hulk of the troops on their 
arrival were eelieloned in the vicinity of Koliat, to 
prevent any premature crowding to the front until tlie 
final concentration was required, thereby allowing 
supplies to be collected at the 'I'hal depot more 
speedily. 

Meanwhile reconnaissances were made in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of 'riial by Captain F. S. Carr, the Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-General, by ivhom the various 
fords oi'er the Kurram River were personally tested, and 
one for infantry and one for cavalry were finally 
selected. 

7 
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THE ADVANCE 
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The lobked-for order to advance was; received by 
General lloberts on the afternoon of the 20th November, 
and at .5 a.in. on the 21st the river aiid tiie frontier on 
the right bank were crossed by an advanced party' 
under Colonel .1. .1. H. Gordon, 29th Punjab Infantry. 
The Major-General and divisional staff accompanied 
this party for reconnaissance purposes. 

'rhe remainder of the 1st Infantry Brigade with 
F-A, Horse Artillery* crossed the river immediately 
I>ehind the advanced troops, and marched along the 
right bank direct to Khapianga {A miles), where there 
was good canrpirig ground and a fortified thana. The 
advanced troops arrived at the same place by a circuitous 
march with the object of intercepting the retreat of the 
garrison, but the latter had retired on the previous 
evening, and the place was found to be deserted. On 
the same day, after a short halt at Khapianga, Colonel 
Gordon’s ad\'anced party,accompanied by Major-General 
Ho belts and the head-quarters, pushed on another 
8 miles to Ahmad-i-Shama, where was another thana, 
also deserted. Next day tlie advanced troops marched 
to Hazir Pir, the 1st Brigade to Ahmad-i-Shama, and the 
2nd (Brigadier-General Thelwall’s) Brigade to Khapianga, 
and in this order the division advanced without opposi¬ 
tion till the 27th November. Kurram Fort was reached 
via the Darw'azai l*ass and occupied by the head-quarters 
and the advanced party on the 2.5th, and on the same 
date the Major-General and staff, escorted by the 12th 
Bengal Cavahy, reconnoitred towards Habib Knla, 
whence the Amir’s troops under Muhammad Zanaan 
Khan, including six mountain battery and five field guns, 
and (it was reported) about 18,000 infantry, had just 
retired, and were seen retreating over the Paiwar Kotal. 


^ (Joioiiel 
J. J. U, 
Gordon, 


('avalry 

Artillery 

Cavalry 

Jutiintry 


lOth Hussars .i By fbrd oppoi^lto Biland 
■\ l troop 12th Cavalry j Khel 

, 1 (Koliat) Mountain 

tory (Captftiii J. A, Kelso}l Ity ford below tbo 
12tli C.-avulry (re“ f bridge, 

Tfiiiinder). / 

29th Punjab Infantry , . By tli© bridge. 






WELCOME AT KURRAM 


99 


On the 27th November botli Brigadier-General 
A. 1£. Cobbe’s brigade and tluit of Brigadier-General 
,1. B. 'rheiwall, except the 21,st Punjab Infantry, ’wliich 
remained at Khapianga, were concentrated at Kurrani 
J‘'ort. where also the camp of the head-quarters and 
escort reiiiiiined. 

During the advance signs were not wanting of the 
goodwill, of the inliabitants of Kurratn towards the 
British- On the 21st a letter from the Saiads of Kurratn 
was received enquiring when the force would arrive 
there, as the people had been suffering much from the 
tyranny of the Amir and were looking forward most 
anxiously for the arrival of tlie British troops. As the 
Major-General proceeded along the road tlie headmen 
of tlie different villages came out to pay their respects ; 
whett Colonel Gordon of the ad\'anee guard anm^ed at 
ilazir Pir Uvo of the leading Saiads of JCiirrarn, x-iz. 
Muliammad Khan and Badslialt Mir, came into Ihs 
camp. Shinawax Khan of Durani (Zaimukht) also sent 
in a messenger to say that he himself would have come, 
but that he feared his son had been detained as a 
hostage by the Afghans, Supplies of gi’ass, fuel, and 
rice w'ere freely brought in by the villagers at Hazii- 
Pir. But high prices were asked, and the people seemed 
quite aware that no supplies would be taken forcibly, 
and that they had only to fix their own price. 

“ I'here can be no doubt,” says Major H. Collett, in 
his diary, “that the people in the Kurriuu Valley were 
glad to see us, and tiiat, smarting, as they then were, 
under Sher All’s late exactions, they regarded General 
Roberts’ tr{3ops as deliverers from an oppressive 
Government.” 

On the 27t!i November orders were is.sued at Kurrani 
preparatory to the assault of the enemy’s position on 
the Paiwar Kotal; a garrison was told off for the 
Kurrain Port; ail cveak and sicklj' men were weeded out, 
to be left there under a field officer of tlie 8th Foot; and 
tents and other baggage w'ere reduced to the lowest 
possible scale. 
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The following day the nuiin body moved to Habib 
Ivala in two columns, the left, including the 1st Brigade 
under the personal direction of the IVIajor-Greneral, the 
right under Brigadier-General Theiwal!. On arrival at 
Habib Kahi intelligence was received by General 
Robei'ts that the Amir’s troops had abandoned their 
guns at the foot of the Paiwar Kotal, and that they 
were in disorderly retreat. 

A reconnaissance in force, consisting of the 5th and 
2bth Punjab Infantry, with two guns a?id a mountain 
battery, under Colonel J. J. H. {Gordon, were therefore 
pushed up the south-eastern flanks of the Paiwar, by 
which it was ascertained that, far from the enemy 
having abandoned any guns, they had, on the contrary, 
taken up an extremely strong position on the pass and 
were well provided with artillery judiciously placed. 

This force came up with the last of tlie Afghan rear¬ 
guard entering the ravine leading to the pass, and pushed 
into the hills to reconnoitre the position, with the object of 
making the eneinydiselo.se his dispositions. In carrying 
out the instructions given, the 5th and 39th Punjab 
Infantry came under a hot fire from the .Afghan artil¬ 
lery and infantry, who were found to be strongly posted 
ready for defence. These two regiments retired at 
nightfall, supported by the Sth Gurkhas, wlio were .sent 
out from the main body for the purpose. 'I’he casu¬ 
alties were Lieut. A. J. F. Reid, of the Punjab 
Infantry, and eleven men wounded. 

The Major-General, with the Sth Foot and 23rd 
Pioneers, arrived at the village of Teri Mangal at 2 p.m., 
and arrangements rvere made to encamp the troops 
on tlie dry ricefields below the village, which had been 
tiuit morning vacated by the Amir’s troops. 'I'lie tents 
had not arrived, but the arms were piled on the ground 
told off to the difi’erent regiments. At 4 p.rn. the 
enemy brought a gun to the top of the ridge above 
Teri Mangal, eornmanding the approach to the kotaJ, 
wliich was immediately above and about 2,000 yards 
from the camping ground, and pitched several shells 
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into the camp. They were 7-pr. mountain shells, and 
fortunately were blind, so that no one wa.s injured. 

'iVo guns of F-A, Royal Horse Artillery, were 
quickly got into action, and several well-aimed shells 
were sent in reply, as well as among some Atghans who 
were annoying a picquet of the .5th Punjab Infantry. 

After’ tliis the camp was withdrawn about a mile to 
the rear, strong picquets were posted on the adjacent 
heights, and there was no disturbance during tlie night. 

On the 29th the camp was again shilled to a more 
secure site and the troops were arranged in a more 
systematic manner than had been possible on the 
previous evening. Tiie day was occupied in various 
reconnaissances of the Faiwar Kotal and the surround¬ 
ing hills. On the night of the 29th the Jaji mcdiks, 
who up till now had shown a friendly spirit and had 
remained in General Roberts’ camp, suddenly absconded. 

Tbe enemy's position extended from the Spingawai 
Kotal on their left or north to some corainiinding 
heights about a mile south of the Paiwar Kotal, thus 
presenting a front of aboTit four miles facing due east, 
the Paiwar Kotal being about the enemy’s right centre. 
From right to left or north and south the position ran 
along a rugged range of mountains, mostly covered 
with dense pine forest, f'he range was precipitous 
tow’’ards the eastern side, but was known to descend 
on the western by a succession of upland meadows 
towards the valley of tlie Hariab. I’he position, as 
thus described, was crossed by two regular tracks over 
the I*aiwar and the Spingaw'ai Kotal respectively, 
besides two or three other paths, which, however, were 
too narrow and preeijiitous for the passage of troops. 
’I’he important military feature in the position was 
that the successi^'e ridges or peaks into which it was 
broken dominated each other from north to south. 
'I'hus a force stationed on the heiglits to the soutii of 
the Spingawai Kotal would have a command over each 
succeeding eminence as it advanced along the ridge 
towards the Paiwar Kotal, 
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'rJic Paiwai' Kotal is a narrow depression in the 
ridge, and is commanded on each side by high pine-clad 
mountains. 'J’jie approacli to it from tlie Kurrarn Valley 
is up a steep, narrow, zigzag path, entirely commanded 
throughout its length from the adjacent heights, and 
was difficult of ascent owing to the extreme roughness 
of the road, wliich was covered with large fragments of 
rock. Every point of the ascent was exposed to fire 
from both guns and rifles securely placed behind breast¬ 
works constructed of pine logs and stones. At the top 
of the pass was a narrow plateau, which was again com¬ 
manded from the thickly wooded heights as they rose 
to an elevation of 500 feet on each side of the kotal. 
On the western side the road passes by a gentle descent 
through a narrow valley witli pine-clad sides for about 
1-^ miles, when it reaches the open valley of the Hariab, 
near the hamlet of Zabardast Kala. 

The Spingawai Kotal, which formed the extreme 
left of tile enemy’s line, is a position far less capable of 
defence, and of an altogether different character from 
that of the Paiwar. Tlie approach to it is up a broad 
stony ravine. The a.seent is not steep, except when 
close to the summit, and tiie valley is of sufficient width 
to admit of the movement of troops. I'he position 
does not in short possess the natural military advan¬ 
tages wiiicli are so remarkable at the Paiwar Kotal. 
The Spingawai route was followed by Colonel 
lAimsden’s Mission to Kandaliar in 18.57, in order to 
avoid collision with the .Taj is of Paiwar. 

A reconnaissance by Colonel JK. Perkins, r.k., 
escorted by two companies of the 23rd l*ioneers, showed 
that no attack could be directed from the north of the 
camp on the kotal, for a deep valley separated it from 
the ridge on which the northern picquet of the British 
force was posted. At the same time Major Collett 
with ('aptain Carr, Claptain Woodthorpe, it.E., and a 
company of Pioneers, was sent to reconnoitre the 
Spingawai route. They reached the summit of a 
ridge .5 miles from camp, overlooking the Spingawai 
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road and the Paiwar village and about 1^ miles from ttie 
Spingawai Kotal, of wliicli a good view was obtained. 

It was reported : 

(1) That the road up the kotal was practicable for 

all arms,^ 

(2) That this kotal wiis on tlie same ridge as the 

Paiwar Kotal, and that (apparently) a force 
working from the former (i.e, the Spingawai) 
towards the latter would pass over a suc¬ 
cession of dominating positions; 

(3) Tluit the enemy did not probably hold the 

Spingawai in force, though a picquet and 
a gun held a commanding route to the 
south of the Spingawai Kotal, and perliaps 
there was a gun on the kotal itself; 

(4) That the roa<,l to the kotal from the village of 

Paiwar was easy ; 

(5) That the shorter road followed by the recon¬ 

noitring party was impracticable for moun¬ 
tain guns, but good for infaiitry ; 

(ti) 'Phat the time required for infantry to march 
from the Pritish camp to the ridge reached 
by the reconnaissance was two hours, and 
that tw'D more hours would probably be rc- 
({uired for them to reach the Spingawai. 
From the Spingawai Kotal along the ridge to 
the Paiwar Kotal the natives said would re¬ 
quire three hours. So at least eight hours 
would have to be allow^ed for the accoiii- 
plishment of any turning movement by this 
route. 

The route appeared to Major Collett perfectly 
practicable, but the time necessary seemed almost 
prohibitive. 

A third reconnoitring party W'as led by Colonel 
Gordon towards the Paiwar Kotal by way of the ridge 
Qii which the south (ath Punjab Infantry) picquet was 

^ vysis proved aftenvartls to be erroneous^ 
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posted. It was ascertained that this ridge was con¬ 
tinuous with the Puiwar Kota] ridge, and that an attack 
could be conducted along it. 

During the day it was evident tliat tlie enemy’s posi¬ 
tion luid been considerably extended on both Hanks, 
wliich seemed to indicate tlie arrival of reinforcements. 

On the BOtli November reconnoitring parties were 
agui)! employed, Major-General Roberts, witli Colonel 
Currie, 28rd Pioneers, and Captain Kennedy, going in 
the direction beyond the north pic(juet, Colonel Gordon 
again reconnoitring the hills on the enemy’s right, 
whilst Major Collett and Captain Carr went to Paiwar 
village and got within 1^ miles of the Spingawai Kotal. 
'I'lie observations tended to confirm impressions of the 
ascent of the Spingawai being easy in comparison to 
that of the Paiwar. On liis retnnr from this recon¬ 
naissance l\Iajor Collett submitted a niemorandum to 
Major-(ieneral Robert.s proposing a night mai’ch ]'ound to 
the Spin^av'ai and foi'cing the kotal at daybreak, a move¬ 
ment which would completely turn the enemy’s jKisition. 

After consideration of the reconnaissance reports the 
Major-General finally decided to adopt this plan, and on 
the 1st December detailed oi’ders for tlie operations 
were drafted. 

On the previous day three {juns of G-8, Royal 
Artillery, two guns of F-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
from Kurram, and the 12th Bengal Cavalry, which 
had been left at Habib Kala, were ordered up to the 
front to strengthen the attacking force, wliich was now 
divided as follows; 

Turning force to march at 10 p.m. on the 1st De¬ 
cember. 


MRjoMienera] F. S, 
tioniiniiadlug. 



elephautfi), 

cZ 23Td l^ioneer^ (escort). 





Thf Pajwar Kotal fhom Teri Man^qai- 

(Note -— In 1S73 the hill^ 7^iere 'tnore tkicMif vm<tded tlmn is shown in this jihotoproph, the summii oj 

the jPa.JfS hcififf iJien a dense forest) 
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'FHE TlTllNING MOVEMENT 

Force ibr direct attack to remain in camp with 
instructions to advance at 6 a.iii. on the iJnd Oeceuiber, 
so as to be in position to storm the Paiwar when the 
enemy’s left flank had been sufficientiy sliaken; 

^2 guns K-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 

3 guns 0-3j Royal Artillery. 
litK Bengal Camlry. I 

Foot l ist Brigade, 

Punjab Infantry, ! 

iTeri and other levies, 

Duving the 1st December reconnaissance parties 
were sent out in an ostentatious manner" tow'ards both 
flanks of the Paiwar position, in order to divert the 
enemy’s attention from the intended turning movement, 
all arrangements for which were made with the utmost 
secrecy, flatteries were marked out on the plain near 
the village of Teri, and when the guns of G-3 and the 
12th Bengal Cavalry arrived in the evening, they were 
marched up in full view of the enemy and in as con¬ 
spicuous a manner as po.ssible, all of which produced the 
belief amongst the troops of the column, and certainly 
amongst the natives, that the Paiwar Ivotal would be 
attacked the following morning. 

At 4 p.m. the orders for the turning movement and 
the intended plan of operations were communicated to 
all commanding officers, but tlie troops for the columns 
were not told off till after tattoo. 

At length, at 10 p.m. on Sunday, the 1st December, 
the turning force marched silently ftom camp, leaving’ 
their tents standing and their fires burning, and took 
the road to the village of Paiwar. There the bed of the 
nalu was entered, w'hich forms the only road to the 
Spingawai. The marching was extremely difficult; the 
nala was nothing but a mass of stones heaped in ridges, 
and furrowed into deep hollows by the action of the 
water; the night was bitterly cold, and there was no 
muon. On starting from camp the column wa.s led by 
the 29th Punjab Infantry, but on the march the order 
was clianged, and the 5th Gurkhas took the lead. 


B r ier Aiei i envl < 'q bbcij 

b.omuja tiding. 



§L 

lOti A BARRICAr3E CARRIED 

tbllmved by the TsJnd Highhinders. The reason for 
tliis WHS the treaoherOus conduct of two Pathaiis in the 
29th, who bred off' their rifles with the object of 
nlarming the enemy. One of tiiese men m^is atterwurds 
hanged by sentence of court-mart ial, and the jm.ud(tr 
t)f one of the tw'o Pathan companies, along with 
■several others, was transported, they Iiaving been con¬ 
victed of coinplic'ity in tiiis dastardly attempt to bring 
disaster on the army in which they served, and discredit 
ort a giilliint and loyal regiment. 

It had been intended to halt the cohnnn for an hour 
or two during the night to rest the men ; but owing to 
the unavoidable slowness of the advance, and to tlie 
distance being gi-eater than was anticipated, the intention 
had to be abandoned. 

At a little before 6 a.m. on the 2nd December, 
the head of the turning force reached the foot of 
the Spingawai Kotal. Day was just breaking; but 
the approach of the troops had been so far unobserved, 
.since the enemy liad neglected to place a picquet in the 
bed of the nala. 

As the light incre;ised a barricade became visible 
about fifty yards in front. A t the sajne moment two 
sliots from the enemy's sentries gave the alarm t() their 
picquet on the kotal. The advanced party of the 
5th Gurkhius immediately formed ffom column of fours 
iirto line, and, led by Major J. t'itzhugh and Captain 
A. Cook, rushed straigiit at tlie barricade. Tire re¬ 
mainder of tiuit regiment extended and swarmed 
round the Hank,s of this ohstiicle, whiclr was carried in 
brilliant style. 'I'he enemy fired a volley into the 
5th (4urkhas as they rushed forward, but nearly all of 
them wei'e killed by the troop.s at their posts. 

Meantime the enemy’.s guns from the stockades or 
miigarfs, just above the attacking column, commenced 
firing shell into the troop.s, but without doing much 
damage. The 5th Gurkhas and the 72nd Iliglilanders 
eontiiiiied to ad\ ance rapidly up the steep .side of the 
kotal. H'hree stockades were captured in quick succeS' 
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sion, though the erieniy defended them most obstinately, 
and were mostly bayoneted as the troops jumped over 

the ba]’ricades. _ , , -x- , 

During the advance Captain J. A. Kelso s (pio. 1) 
Mountain Battery was of the greatest assistance. In 
spite of the dilficutties of the ground and the obstacles 
erected by the enemy, two of his guns were brought well to 
the front in the most determined manner ; and within ten 
minutes of the enemy s left pic^uet having been stormed 
they were brought into action in the battery vacated by 
the Afghans on the left of the position. Idcutenant- 
Colonel A. H. Jandsay, now ordered Captain 

Kelso to take one of his guns more to the right, where 
a better view could be obtained. While carrying out 
this order Captain Kelso w'as killed, and the eonmiand 
of the guns then devolved upon EieutenantJ. C. Shirres, 
who, assisted by Tnentenant E. G. Osborne, Adjutant, 
Royal Artillery, worked theni with good effect until a 
general adi'ance was made from this position. The 
other two guns of this battery, under Lieutenant H. N. 
Jervois, were delayed in coming up the nala, and took 
no part in tlie first engagement. 

As soon as the firing commenced, the remainder of 
the 72nd Highlanders was ordered up from the rear 
of the column, while the 2yth Punjab Infantry acted as 
a support throughout this advance, and sriceessfully 
repelled an attack by the enemy on the right flank. 
By 6.80 a.m. the whole of the barricades and sangars 
on the Spingiiwai wci'e in po,ssession of the troops, and 
the line of the enemy’s defence was completely turned. 

In the meantime on the soutli side of the Paiw'ar 
Kotal two guns of F-A, Royal Horse Artillery, and 
three guns G-3, Royal Artillery, escorted by 100 men 
of the 2-8th Foot, moved out of camp at a a.m. and took 
up a position about a mile further up the l*aiw^ar Valley, 
v/hence, as soon as day broke, they were to open fire 
upon a gun which the enemy had posted on a crag to 
tire left front, and which commanded the lower part of 
the pass. As soon as this was silenced, the guns M'ere 
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to turn their fire upon the enemy’a biitteriejs on the 
kotal proper and to endeavour to silence them. 

At 6.15 a.m. the guns, under Maior Sidney Parry, 
ciiiiie into action at a range of 1,700 yards, directing 
tlieir fire on the crag for upwards of an hour. Soon after 

7 a.m. the fire of a portion of the artillery M'as turned 
upoji tlie kotal batteries, which replied vigorously ; and 
for the next tliree hr)urs an incessant and well-directed 
fire was kept up by the artillery on both sides, with tlie 
resvilt that two of the enemy’s guns .situated on the 
summit of the pass were silenced about 11 a.m. 

Meanwhile the infantry of tlie frontal attack marched 
from camp soon .after ti a,in., and moved forward into a 
favourable po.sition to the right front and slightly in 
advance of the guns, where they were concealed by 
,jungle, and sheltered by a .spur running down from the 
'range of hills on the right of the battery. 

In this position they remained until about 

8 a.m., wiien orders for a further advance and 
vigorous co-operation were signalled ftom the Major- 
General on the Spingawai. Thereupon a ridge, 850 
yards nearer the enemy’s position, was rapidly secured 
by two companies of tiie 12-8th i'oot under Ineutenant- 
Colonel E. 'I'aiiner and by the 5th Punjab Infantry 
iijider Major McQueen. The infantry of the 1st Brigade 
then continued steadily to advance from ridge to ridge, 
keeping themselves under cover as much as the nature 
of the ground would allow, until, about noon, they were 
not more than 1,400 yards from the top of the pass. 
From here rifle fire was opened on the kotal and on the 
masses of the enemy on the opposite side of the ravine, 
and the advance halted for the moment. Before it was 
resumed, Brigadier-General Cobbe wiis wounded in the 
thigh by a rifle bullet, and was obliged to resign the 
cominand of his brigade to Colonel F. Barry-Drew of 
the 2-8th Foot. 

Since the first sangar on the Spingawai was carriett 
by the 5th Gurkhas at 6 a.m., the 2nd Brigade had been 
pushing rapidly on towards the enemy s main po.sition. 


A CHECK lOif 

On the suiumit of the Spingawai the lending regiments 
were ordered to halt, torn), up, and refill their ainniuiii- 
tion pouches, while the Major-Gcneval hinxselt pressed 
forward with the 29th Punjab Infantry to cdear the 
intervening woods hetw'een the position gained and the 
Paiwar. 

Immediately aftei'wards the 2nd Punjab Infantry 
and six companies of the 29rd Pioneers reached the 
summit of the Spingawai; the remaining tMO com¬ 
panies of the latter corps were still in rear with the 
guns of F-A, Royal Horse Artillery, whose elephants 
were unable to keep up with the infantry over the stony 
ravine below. Keeping one company of the 2nd Punjab 
Infantry to escort the wounded, and two companies ot^ 
the 23rd Pioneers as a protection from stray parties ot 
the enemy, who were working along the sides of the 
hills parallel to the Hritish advance, protected by the 
tliiek forest, Brigadier-General 'I'helwall sent forward 
the remainder of these regiments to join the advance, 
w'hich had already been reinforced by tlie 72nd High¬ 
landers and 5th Gurkhas. 

Jleanwhile the 29th Punjab Infantry had advanced 
for about a mile without meeting any opposition, when 
suddenly it was cheeked by a terrific fix’e fi’om large 
bodies of the enemy, strongly pasted amongst dense 
pine woods on the further side of a deep ravine. In a 
few minutes the w'hole of tlie column w^as again hotly 
engaged. On the right of the attacking line was a 
precipitous-sided hill, covered with tliick wood and held 
by ever-increasing masses of Afghans, who liastened to 
concentrate their strengtli on the threatened flank as 
soon as they realised that their position had been turned 
by the British. On the left were deep gullies, whose 
precipitous sides, lield by parties of the enemy, rendered 
any advance in this quarter impossible, 'rhe 72nd 
Highlander’S became engaged on tl)e left, the 2nd 
Punjab Infantry and 23rd Pioneers made gallant 
efforts to dislodge the enemy on the right, and as far 
as the difficulties of the ground permitted they were 
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successiUl, though not witliout incurring heavy joss, 
amongst which was Major A. D. Anderson, oi the 
last-named regiment,,wlio fell while gallantly defending 
himself at close quarters ; a havildar and a sepoy of his 
regiment sharing his fate in their brave endeavours to 

- recover his body. « ri 4 

About noon the four guns {on elephants) of E-A, 
Royal Horse Artillery, escorted by two ctmipanies of 
the *2Si’d Ihoneers, arrived under Colonel VV". Stirling, 
and were brought into action against the skirmishers ot 
the enemy posted among the trees which covered tlie 
steep slopes of the hills tu the north of the kotal ; they 
eojitinued shelling this position lor about an hour, thus 
giving considerable relief to the right flank ot the 
British. Three guns oi' No. 1 Mountain Battery also 
■worked their w'ay to the front with great difiiculty on 
the densely wooded hill, where the infantry were hotly 
engaged w'ith the enemy, and shelled the latter %\'itii 

apparently good effect, - 1 1 j 

Meantime, as has been seen, the 1 st Brigade had 
made considerable progress in the frontal attack, I he 
6 th Punjab Infantry had ascended a spur on the right 
front, w'hicli it was believed would give access to the 
ridge on which the kotal was situated, and to some point 
close to the kotal itself. But this expectation proved 
eiToneoiis, At one point the ,5th Punjab Infantry were 
indeed less than 900 yards from the enemy’s position, 
but they were separated from it by a ravine 'with sides 
so precipitcjLis as to be quite impassable, and ^ fiirtlier 
examination showed that the spur on which the 
regiment had established itself continued to trend 
further away till it joined the main ridge at the 
point to wliicli the attack ot the 2 nd Brigade hail 
been advanced. 

Advancing up this spur the 5th I*unjab Jufantry 
thus established direct communication between the two 
columns, <uid furnished useful information to the Major- 
General as to commanding positions where No. 1 Moun¬ 
tain Battery could be placed in action, overlooking the 
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entire position at the Itotal from a superior elevation, at 
ranges of about 1,200 yards. This advantage was not 
earlier noticed, owing to the densely wooded character 
of the ridge along which the Major-tfeneral was 
advancing. U'he mountain battery giiiis^ were accord¬ 
ingly advanced, and shelled the enemy with such excel¬ 
lent effect that they set fire to the camp and did 
considerable damage. 

The advance of the 5th Punjab Infantry on the 
right and its junction with the 2tid Brigade reduced 
the infantry with the 1st Brigade to five cojnpaiiics of the 
8 th Foot. 1'hese now essayed a further advance, and 
after a laborious climb up a precipitous and difficult 
hillside, they were rew^arded by gaining a crest w-hence 
they w'ere able to open fire upon the guns of the kotal 
at a range of 800 yards. From this position the troops 
were able also to clear the opposite side ot the ravine, from 
which the enemy had hitherto maintained a heavy fire 
protected by ample cover. The Afghan gunners served 
their guns steadily for a considerable time, but at length 
were compelled to abandon their batteries by the rifie 
fire of the 2-8tli Foot. 

Notwithstanding the success of the turning ino’ve- 
merit !jy the Spingawai Kotal, aird the advanced positions 
which had now been reached, further reconnaissance 
cortvinced the Major-General that the I’aiwar Ivotal 
was practically inaccessible froiii the northern side. He 
therefore resolved to withdraw the troops from this^ line 
of attack, and about 1 p.in. be ordered a new disposition 
ac(’0?'ding'ly. The 2nd ]*unjab Infantry were directed 
to inaintain their hold on the hill on the left Hank of the 
Paiw'ar Kotal, which was the most advanced position 
gained by the troops. The 29th Puniab Infantry w'as 
ordered to occupy the hill overlooking the Spingawai, 
and to protect the field iiospital, whic;h had been estab¬ 
lished there ; whilst a column, formed as under, was to 
march, under tlie Major-Geiierars direction, towards^ 
Zabardast Kala, so as to threaten the enemy’s line of 
retreat: 
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THE Enemy in eliCxHT 


F-A, Royal Hors':! Artillery' 
(4 guns on ulupliants). 

No. 1 Mountain Daltery 
72n<l Highlantlers. ' 

.'3tli Punjab Infantry. 

SSril Pioneers. 

6th Gurkhas. 


Piig/iclier-General Thelwail, 
cotiiniiuidiiig. 


As soon as this movement was discovered by the 
Afghans their retirement, whiclt liatl already eoiil- 
meneed, developed into a precipitate retreat. 'I'he fact 
became quickly apparent to tlie 1st Brigade. The fire 
of the defenders oppo.site the 2nd Tunjab Infantry 
slackened ; and the signs of weakness along the whole 
front were so unmistakable that an advamce against 
the kotal was decided tipon. The guns under Major 
Parry, h.ii.a., supported by the 12^1 Bengal Cavalry 
under Colonel Hugh Ciough, ■s^c., moved forward to a 
more advantageous position to cover the advance of the 
infantry. The two companies of the 2-8th Foot, tinder 
Captain ,J. Dawson, hitherto escorting the guns, were 
directed to move up the pa,ss by the roixd which wa,s 
now commanded by the troops, and to support the final 
advance. 

Between the positions now occupied by the 1st 
Brigade and the summit of the pass two deep ravines, 
with precipitous side.s, intervened, \^''^hilst crossing 
them, a dropping fire was still maintained by the 
enemy; but once the troops reached the road, all 
opposition ceased. Sheltered under the shoulder of 
a projecting hill, the troops were formed u]), before 
pushing forward for the final advance. A steep ascent 
o\'er a bad road led up to the kotal, which was 
occupied ivitliout further resistance, and the position 
was gained. 

At 2.ao p.m. the Pal war Kotal was in pos.ses.sion of 
the troops and the enemy in full fliglit along the Ali 
Khel road, which for some distance was found to be 
strewn with abandoned guns, limber-boxes, etc. I he 
12 th Bengal Cavalry under Colonel Plugh Gough was 
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immediately sent in pursuit, and captured several guns 
abandoned by the enemy in their tJight. 

I'he turning force under Major-General Roberts 
could not get up in time to fall on the retreating 
enemy, and bivouacked riear the village of iJfibardast 
Kak,. while the Paiwar Kotal was garrisoned by the 
2-8th Foot 

During the progress of the attack the native Teri 
levies under Major A. P. Palmer, 9th Bengal Cavalry, 
with a number of friendly tribesmen, advanced along the 
crest of the hills on the enemy’s right, with the object 
of creating a diversion in that direction, but they did 
not show much eagerness to come to close quarters 
with the Afghans, and only arrived just as the latter 
evacuated the position. 

Tlie whole line was strongly barricaded, and any 
attack in force against the enemy’s right would liave 
been quite impracticable, owing to the narrow front on 
which the troops attempting a turning movement would 
have had to work, wlule a direct attack up tiie gorge 
against these barricades would have suffered terribly. 
The intelligence which had been gained by reconnoitriiig 
as to the difficulties which would have attended an 
attack from this direction was thus confirmed. An 
examination of the Paiwar Kotal defences proved it to 
be a place of enormous natural strength, and the 
enemy’s dispositions for repelling an attack on it from 
the front were very complete and judicious. It was 
also evident, from the large stores of' ammunition and 
supplies which were captured, that it was the intention 
of the Afghan Government that tlieir troop.S' should 
remain in tliis position for the winter, and that they 
hilly expected to be able to maintain it against the 
British troops. 

Their defeat and expulsion from a position of their 
own clioosing and of unusual natural advantages could 
not but have a very beneficial effect upon the popu¬ 
lation of tlie Hariah, IvuiTam, and Khost Valleys. 
This,is at all events certain, that luul the Afghan troops 
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succeeded in holding their position on the Paiwar 
Kotal, the British Ciovernmeiit would never have been 
regarded as having full possession of the Kiirraiu 
Xr,alley. 

Tlie enemy’s strength on the Paiwar Kotal-Spingawai 
position on the 2nd December, included: three regular 
i-eginients which had lately arrived from Kusln, 
eighteen guns, and a large number of Ja)is, tihilzais, 
and other tribesmen, whose strength could not, of 
c:oui'se. be exactly ascertained, but who must have 
numbered at least four thousand. 'I'here was also a 
nude battery of six guns, which was coming up to 
reinforce the garrison of the Pai war Kotal, hut did not 
get furtiier than All Kb el. A batteiy of horse lutillery^ 
had lieen left at the Shinkai Kotal, and a battahon of 
infantry on tlie Shutargardan, having been unable to 
cross those passes, A regiment of cavalry was also 

at Kushi. . , „ 

Dn the British side the turning force consisted of 
4 .J} officers and 2,220 men ; the co-operating column of 
no officers and S!18 men; total, 7» officers and 3,0.58 men. 

The casualties in thi.s force were 2 British ofHcers 
and 18 men killed; 2 British officers, 3 native ofilc'ers 
and 07 men wounded. Captain Kelso, commanding 
No. 1 Mountain Battery, was shot through the head 
when bringing his guns into action early in the day ; 
Major Anderson, 2*-lrd Pioneers, teU at the head or 
his men; Brigadier-CGeneral Cobbe was wounded by 
a nUe bullet in tlie thigh, as before recorded; and 
rdeuteiiant S. C. H, Monro, 72i)d Highlanders, was 

also wounded, , ^ j i 

The loss of the enemy could not be estimated, but 
was believed to have been large. About seventy dead 
were counted in the Spingawai breastworks; but the 
thickly wooded hillsitles must have concealed the bodies 
of many more, ^ Seventeen guns with their carriages were 
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no GOOD EFFECTS OF VICTORY 

Tlie following day the reconnoitring column pro¬ 
ceeded on its march to Jaji Tliana and 1^ miles beyond. 

On the i)th December a small camp was left 
standi iig near .Taji Thana with .50 men of the 72nd 
Highlanders and 50 Gurkhas as guard, and the staff, 
;\dt}i the remainder of column, marched to the top of 
the Shutai'gardau Pass, about (i miles, and back to 
i-arnp. The cold was felt severely, tlie temperature in 
oani]) at 7 a.m. being .5'^ Fahr. 

The results of the reconnaissance were eminently 
satisfactory. The fact was disclosed that, up to tlie 
summit of the Shutargardan Pass, there was no defen¬ 
sive position as strong iis the Paiwar, which could be 
lield by the enemy to clieck our advance on this line 
towards Kabul. It was also ascertained that the road 
leading up to the Shutai’gardau on the east side was not 
as difficult for the passage of troops as had been ex¬ 
pected, and that the summit was not easily defensible 
against a force advancing from the east. It further 
became known that the completeness of the defeat 
inflicted upon the Afghan army on tlie 2nd December 
had given confidence to the Jajis, and even convinced 
the Ghilzais, a tribe supposed to be loyal to the Amir’s 
cause, of tlve uselessness of resistance. 

The column returned to Ali Khel on the 10th De¬ 
cember, and thence it was decided to follow a more 
coni'enient route to Kurram. 

Re.sides the regular route by the Paiwar Kotal, two 
roads connect Ali Khel with Fort Kurram. One of 
these follows the course of the Hazar Darakht stream 
till its junction with tlie Kurram, and tlien passes down 
tlie valley of that river. I'he other road cuts off the 
angle thus formed liy crossing the range of hills winch 
at this point tuns south from the peak of Sikarara. As 
it was of the first importance to have an exact know¬ 
ledge of the lines of communication between the 
Kiu'i’ani Valley proper and the trans-Paiwar district of 
Hariab, in which Ali Kliel is situated, it was deter¬ 
mined to explore one of tliese alternative routes. Tlie 
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THE MANGALS THREATEN^ 

one whieh passes through the hills was fixed upon, both 
because it weis the shorter of the two, and also because 
it iiiid been used by tlie Amir three yejvrs previously 
when sending a mountain battery to Fort Ivurram. 
Tliis route was described as easily practicable for 
camels, and was known to be entirely in the territories 
of the Jaji and Chakmnnni tribes, whose heudinen were 
in the camp at AU Khel. 

Accordingly on the 12th December the heiid- 
quarters staff and Major-General Roberts marched by 
tliis road for Kurram witli No. 1 Mountain Battery, 
a wing of the 72nd, the 5th Gurkhas, iind the 23rd 
Pioneers. 

The route lay for the first 4 miles along the river 
valley, and then ran in ti south-easterly direction, 
leading up a narrow glen thickly wooded witii pine 
trees, till an open elevated piateiiu was reached, on 
which stood the village of Sapri, distant 7 miles. 
When the column arrived at the village of Karmana. 
8 miles from jVli Khel, the headmen came to psiy 
their respects to the Major-General. 'I’liey informed 
him that the force would probably be annoyed by 
attacks from the Mangals from the Lizali vilhiges, and 
an attack might be looked for when pas.sing the defile 
between Sapri and Karaisi, the next lialting-place on 
the Kurram River. It was therefore determined to 
occupy the head of the defile that evening, and to move 
the baggage off’ before daylight on the 13th, so as to 
get as much a.s possible of it over tlie kotal before the 
Mangals liad time to collect. 

On the next morning accordingly the baggage was 
sent ill front under Captain F. T. Goad, Assistsmt 
Superintendent of Transport; but, owing to the steep¬ 
ness of the road and tlte frozen, slippery stream, the 
progi’ess of the laden camels and mules was but slow. 
Four companies of the Pioneers formed the advance 
guard, the remainder sieting as escort to the baggage 
which liEid silready crossed the Sapri Kotal. The .'5th 
Gurkhas were ordered to act its rear gmird. 





iV FINE m^AR-GUAKD FIGHT 

Although a tfew m6n were observed on the hill-tops, 
not ii shot was fired by them; but two camp followers, 
who lingered behind, were cut down. 

About 11 Ji.m. the last of the camels liad passed 
over the kotal, and as the long column of baggage 
animals was descending the steep and narrow valley, 
the Mangals, of whom nearly 100 men had now- 
collected, and who subsequently increased considerably 
in numbers, commenced firing into the baggage and 
rear guards, and pressed on the 5th Gurkhas. 

From this time to 4 p.ra„ when the column cleai’ed 
the hills, the Mangals never ceased annoying the rear 
guard, and during these five hor.rs the ,5th Gurkhas, 
under Major Fitzhugh. msiintaincd a rear-guard hglit 
over difficult ground with a hold and active enemy 
thoroughly acquainted with the locality. So success¬ 
fully was this duty performed that, although the reai*- 
guard did not reach Karaia until after nightfall, and 
had to protect itself from marauders numbering, it is 
supposed, about 300, yet not one baggage animal or one 
article of baggage fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Tht! 72nd Piiglilanders and 23rd Pioneers were sent 
back to the assistance of the rear guard, but their 
services were not required. Tins success was not 
gained, however, wthont severe loss. Captain Goad 
received a wound of which he afterwards died ; Captain 
C. P'. Powell and three Gurkhas were killed, and eleven 
were wounded (one mortally). P’rom tliese operations 
it was evident that the passage of the Sapri Pass, if it 
were efficiently held mid defended, would be very 
difficult. 

The column remained at Karaia till the 20th De¬ 
cember, but the Ma,jor-General and staff w'ent on to 
K iirram on the 14th idem. Preparations for hutting and 
for redistributing the troops were pushed on both at 
Kurvam and at the various otlier cantonments and 
posts, but it was decided that a column should visit 
the Khost district before any final orders were gi ven as 
to the distribution of the P'ield P’orce during the winter. 




DIFFlCOI,TIES OF SUPi'IA' M9 

Meanwiiile the country reinnined quiet for the most 
part, 'i'he post at Ibraiiimjiiii was fired into on the 
ITtii December, and reinforcements of the 12th Ben^>’al 
Ca\'ali'y, 8tli Thing's, and 21st Punjab Infantry were 
sent thither, Moreover tfie telegrapii 'svire was con¬ 
stantly cut, and us the cavalry with the Field Force was 
quite inadequate for the additional duty of protecting 
it, it was proposed to hold the Khan of Hangu 
responsible for the safety of the line between Hangu 
and Thai. On the 18th December messengers were 
despatched into Kbost to communicate with Akram 
Klnin, the Durani governor, who had shown signs 
of fiiendsiiip. 

The Karaia Column marched to Kurram Fort on 
the 20th, and four day.s later tlie .'Sth Punjab Infantry 
inai’ched for Kohat, taking under their escort some con¬ 
victed prisoners, a convoy of sick and wounded, and 
the ordnance captured at the Paiwar Kotal. 

'I’he questions of transport and supply had even 
before this date been a matter of .serious difficulty with 
tlie Kiui’am I’ield Force, and at this juncture Captain 
A. Jl, lladcock, the Principal Commissariat Officer, 
found himself furtlier .straitened by the diveivsion 
to the Peshawar \’'alley Field Force of 1,000 
camels, which had with great difficulty been collected 
at 'fhal; moreover, he was ordered not to procure 
any more camels from tlie Dera Ismail Klian district, 
but only througli the Coinml.ssary-Genera!’s head¬ 
quarter office. 

This order rendered the completion of the trans¬ 
port for the fortlicoming winter extremely diffi¬ 
cult; and in such circumstances the collection of 
supplies for an advance in the spring was impos¬ 
sible. General Roberts pointed this out to the 
Qufirteriniister - General in India, and added that 
if Captain Bjidcock was to receive no assistance in 
carriage, and if tlie camels lie had procured were taken 
from iiim, the Kurram Column w-ould very soon run 
short of provisions, and would po.ssibly not be able to 
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keep the field. The difficulties to be overcome in 
supplying the troops in Kurram and Khost were great. 
In the Kurram A^alley itself there were no supplie.s at 
all, except small quantities of rice and whatever wheat 
had been captured from the enemy in the Hariab, so 
that practically the whole force had to be fed from 
British territory, 'J'lie Kurram force had been drawing 
on the Kohat and adjacent district.s since October, and 
the purchasing agents had every day to go farther 
away to get supplies, and consequently required an 
increasing number of camels for their collection. 
According to the latest reports, 3,000 camels were 
necessaiy to collect supplies ffiom the district depots at 
Kohat and Thai. 

It was also important to mass supplies at Kurram, 
so as to be able to feed the troops in the front, should 
the roads become temporarily impassable, or lest the 
rivers should rise and prevent the arrival of the regular 
convoys. 

Tt Wits thus obvious that not only did the KuiTam 
force require all the camels it had got, but tlmt 
arrangements must be made for a constaut supply of 
fresh camels to replace casualties, which might he 
expected to increase in number should snowy or rainy 
weather set in. 

General Jloberts suggested the advisability of 
railing up some thou.sands of bj-injm'i bullocks from 
IMirzapur. This suggestion was ultimately carried out, 
and was found to answer between Kohat and 'I’hal. 

Meanwhile Akraxii Khan, Governor' of Khost, hiid 
replied to General Roberts’ message by himself coining 
into the British camp, where he remained until the 
Ibrce for the occupation of his district was on the point 
of starting. He promised to maintain order in Khost 
until the arrival of troops, stipulating that in return his 
personal safety should be guaranteed, and that he should 
be allowed to proceed either to Kabul or to British 
territory, as he might desire. To these conditions 
General Roberts agreed, hoping thus to accomplish the 
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Tim KHOST COLUMN 

occiiijatioii of the Khost Valley without bloodshed 
and with the least possible disturbance to the settled 
goverainent of the country. 

The attitude of j4kram Khan was considered to be 
due mainly to instructions received by him from Sardar 
VVali Muhammad Khan (the lialf- brother of Sher Ali), 
who subsequently ai-rived in the eamp of t!ie Kurrani 
^''al^ey Field Force after its return from Kliost. jVkvain 
Khan was the deputy of this Sardar, who had recently 
sent Akram Khan’s own brother from Kabul to reassure 
him, and to grivehim intelligence of his owm movements 
and of the situation at Kabul. 

The head-quarters of the Khost Column left Kurram 
on the 27th December, and the whole ’ concentrated at 
Hiizir Pir by the 1st January, 1879. 

1 )n the' latter date news was received tliat the 
iMassuzais, a section of the Orakzais, had burnt a village 
of their own, 2 miles north of Sadda, and had barri¬ 
caded the entrance to the Karmana glen. This was 
regarded as a declaration of war ; the head-quarters of 
the 12th Bengal Cavalry, 130 sabres, were therefore 
ordered to Sadda, to remain there while the Khost 
Column Wiis away from tlie Kurrani Valley, 

On the 2nd January, 1879, the Khost Valley Column 
marched from Hazir Pir at 9 a.ra, under the coinmimd 
of Colonel BaiTy-Drew, 8th King’s, acting Brigadier- 
General. 

The country is open and easily practicable for 
cavah'y, and is quite bare but for the occasional growth 
of small palms. The road, which is a good one, lie.s 
over rolling, stony hills and plains. iVfter a march 
of 10|- miles tite column halted in Jaji Maidaii, a 
cluster of seven villages, situated in a small basin 

’ -{a 

Artillpiv 1 (Kobat) iVioantaiii Batteiy. \LieuteJiitnt-CBloTiel A. H, 

^ ' \N'o. 2 (Derajat) Mountain Battery* / Lindsiay, tuA. 

r 200 mtjii;, 7-ntl Highlamlers* > Colonel R Barry- iJuiWj 
Infantry ,Native : 2 Ut Punjab Infantry. r 241th Foot;, aotbg 

Punjab tnf'antry* ^ / Brigadier-ConoraL 





122 TflE KHOST VAU.EY 


surromuled with easily accessible hills. Next morning 
at 9 a.m. the inarch of the column was resumed, but 
the passage of a deep nala beneath the eainp delayed 
tlie camels so much that the last did not leave camp 
till 1.80 p.ni. The road lies for miles up a fairly 
open valley with 1 tills on either .side, and dotted witli 
several small villages, till the Dhani Kotal is reached 
by a gentle ascent. This kotal is a low ridge com¬ 
manding the Khost Valley; thence the descent is steep 
for the first mile, after wdiich the track passes along the 
top of a spur from the kotal range for about three- 
quarters of a mile, and tlien descends into the bed of 
tlie Kaitu River, which runs through this part of the 
district. I’lie main valley is a broad open plain studded 
with numei’ous villages, and covered witli cultivation. 
Here the head-quarters of the column encamped 
at Nar, one of the Bak group of villages, where 
eighteen of the Akbar Khel nialiks or chiefs presented 
themselve.s as a deputation, but failed to explain satis¬ 
factorily their not having met the column at their 
boundaiy. Indeed, their welcome was by no nreans a 
warm one, and some wdio should have been present did 
not put in an appearance. 

The 5th Punjab Cavalry, No. 1 ^Mountain Battery, 
and 21st Punjab Infantry halted on the Jaji Maidan 
side of tlie Dhani Kotal as a guard to the commissariat 
convoy, which did not cross the kotal on the 3rd Januaiy, 
the camels being out of condition for w'ant of proper 
grazing. The main column halted during the 4th at 
Nar, and the commissariat convoy wuth its escort cslosed 
up. Intelligence was received at Nar on tlie previous 
evening that the IMangals intended to attack the 
baggage as it crossed the .-kotal, but no attempt of the 
sort was made, nor was there any sign of hostility 
during the 4th .lanuary except the murder of a Sikh 
havildar, w'ho was cut down and killed early in tlie 
morning, w'hen going to the latrine trenches, about 
50 yards from the quarter guard. 

On tliis day the Major-General with a small escort 
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visited some vili.'iges wliose 7mHh liiid not come out 
50 yards to meet the column, 

Next inoi’iiing the force marched in two columns 
over an open plain to the village of Yakuhi, distant 
0 miles. Here jAkram Khan, the deputy governor of 
Khost, came into camp and arranged to surrender the 
Matim Fort on the following day. He ^vas received hy 
General Koberts with the usual courtesies, and compli¬ 
mented on his management of the somewhat turbulent 
population during tlie change of rule. He tlien re¬ 
turned to Matuii, and on the morrow with his followers 
he inet_ the British column at the mouth of the 
Khawanich Pass which leads through tlie low range of 
1,tills y miles south of Yakubi. He conducted the 
General and the Political Officer to tlie fort. 

Matim is the name of a group of villages, some 
thirty in number, occupying the lands on either 
bank of the stream that issues from the Ghalang 
glen in the Mungal Hills and passes close to the 
Khost Fort. 

The headmen of some of these villages having 
neglected to pre.sent tbemselve.s, liieutenant-Golonel 
W, G. Waterfieid, the Political Officer, sent a summons 
to them all, which they obeyed during the same evening, 
and the twelve principal of them remained in camp 
during the night. 

On the same afternoon, about 4 p. m., intelligence was 
received of a gathering of Mangals, Makbhiis and 
Zadrans, besides Khostwals of Mandazai and Ismail 
Kliel in the west, as well as tlie Gurbaz AVa?,iris in the 
south of Khost. The rtidUks afterwards reported that 
these insurgents had vacated the Khost villages and 
retired, but on the morning of tlie 7th Januaiy large 
numbers were observed assembling in the neighbour¬ 
hood. Accordingly a troop of the .5th Punjab Cavalry 
under Major J. C. Stewart, accompanied by Captain 
b. S. Carr, was sent out to reconnoitre and to draw tlie 
enemy out of the villages. 

This party soon ascertained that the villages of 
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Matiui wei'e thionged with }io.stile tribesmen and that 
the enemy, luunbering eertatTily several thousands, had 
collected round three sides of the camp. 

Vigorous action was therefore necessary to ensure the 
safety of the force, wliich only numbered about 2,000 
men idl told, an insignificant strength in comparison with 
the enemy arrayed against it, wiiile the column was 
separated by many miles of difficult countiy from its 
nearest support. 

The enemy, taking advantage of the very broken 
ground and the low hills, were endeavouring to work 
round the reconnoitring cavalry, whose position became 
somewhat critical until they were reinforced by the 
remainder of the cavalry under Colonel Hugh Gough, 
consisting of 1 squadron 10th Hussars, 70 sabres 
strong, and a wing of the .5th Punjab Cavalry, IJJO 
sabres strong, the former under Slajor T. .1. W. 
Blukeley, and the latter under Major B. Williams. 

The body of tribesmen immediately engaged at this 
point was apparently about 1,000 strong, though much 
scattered. This number was subseciuently increased by 
a reinforcement of 500 men, and the whole occupied a 
very strong position on .some low hills at the foot of the 
mountains. The 10 th Hussars were ordered up to the 
foot of an advanced rising ground, which afforded ex¬ 
cellent cover. They there dismounted, and, quickly 
taking up a position on the crest of the loiv mounds, 
they opened a steady and well-directed fire upon the 
enemy. The 5th Punjab Cavalry w'ere brought up to 
the foot of some low detached hills on their right, and 
also opened a brisk dismovinted fire. The effect of tliis 
combined movement w'as that the enemy began to retire, 
followed up by a further advance of the troops. Tlie 
I Qth Hussars then again dismounted and opened fire on 
the enemy’s right, while at the same time a ti’oop of 
the 5tli Punjab Cavalry, personally led by filajor B. 
VV^illiams, charged in a most dashing and gallant 
manner up the hill on which the tribesmen had made a 
stand, threw themselves on their centre, and, as the 









TV 


AFFAIR NEAR 

MATUN 

(Khoart) 

7^ Jimwary J879 


C u^l/tiA^cvtitBTV 


Matun Village 


■z-'i^rnffW. 


Z8^m. 


REFERENCE. 
"VxZlcLffes hu^-nt.. — 

Ml**** 

JBriiisfv** - - - ^ w * ••• 
1 EM 

ScaJte JLlbcb-lOOC 


OuidT^aii^n/ 


Gx^tjuytvtCorv 


Neaskhan 




















y 7 VILLAGES BURNED 125 

enemy gave ground, rapidly dismounted and harassed 
their retreat with carbine fire. 

Meimwhiie another body of the enemy began to 
pour out of the village.s on tlie left and front of the 
troops and tried to reinforce those already engaged ; 
but a troop of the lOtli Hussars was detached to the left, 
where, from under cover of some low trees and .shrubs, 
they opened fire and frustrated this attempt. 

By this time six eoinpanie.s of 28th Punjab Infantry 
and No. 2 Mountain Battery arrived to support the 
cavalry, but the latter bad already done their work 
effectually, and all that remained was for the guns to 
shell the enemy on the more distant bill-tops. 

While this attack was being repulsed in front of the 
camp the right and rear were protected each by a wing 
of the 21,st I’unjab Infantry and two guns of No. I 
Mountain Battery, while the front and left flank were 
protected by a wing of the 72nd Highlanders. 

The enemy having been repulsed in front. Colonel 
Barry-Drew w'as ordered to caixy the villages, on tlie 
right and rear, from whicli the enemy had fired on the 
troops, and to burn tiiem as a punishment to the in¬ 
habitants for having given shelter to the enemy. 
Inuring this operation Major Stewart, with his detach¬ 
ment of the .5th Punjab Cavalry', had gradually worked 
round through tlie broken ground and nalas to the left 
rear. Here he hovered about the enemy, harassing 
them most effectually, till at last he found an oppor¬ 
tunity of making a charge and driving them off in 
complete disorder, upwards of thirty bodies being .sub¬ 
sequently found on the ground. 

On the north-west of the camp the guns of No. 2 
Mountain Battery under Captain Swinley opened an 
effective fire, whUe the 28th Punjab Infantry under 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. Hudson kept the enemy in check. 
W'hen the retreat of the enemy bad become general, 
tlie British force was gradually withdrawn from tlieir 
positions on the surrounding high ground to the camp 
; in the lalley. This movement was effected slowly' and 


12G RISING OF PRISONERS 

steadily uMder cover of the tnoimtain guns, but the 
enemy liad been so completely beaten that they did not 
veT\ti!i’e to follow up the retiring troops. It was mi- 
possible to calculate-the casualties of the enemy, which 
must, iiowever, Jiave been considerable. Those among 
the troops were itisignificant, and amounted to only 
two nativ'e soldiers killed, one of whom w'as a dafadar, 
and six wounded. 

Simultaneously with the attack on the camp, 
attempts had been made by the villagers agai,nst the 
small cavahy posts left at Yakubi and IJak, but in both 
eases the so wans were protecded by the nuiliks. 

On the 8th .lanxiary the headmen of the Ismail 
Khei and Lakkan clans of Khostwals and tlie Gurbaz 
Wazi rs appeared in camp, in obedience to the summons 
of the Political Oflicer, and were heavily fined. Every¬ 
thing seemed {juiet that day in the neighbourliood until 
7 p.m., when some ten or twenty men managed to 
approach the riglit picquet of the 21st I’unjah Infantry, 
apparently in hopes that tlie prisoners still detained 
might escape in any confusit)n wliich might occur, 
'^riie sentry of the picquet fired and the picquets all 
round tlie camp tuck up the firing, thinking tliat a night 
attaik was being made fVir the purpose of releasing the 
pri.soners. On this the prisoners rose in a mass, and 
calling to each otlier in Pushtu to get up and run 
away, some attempted to wrest the rifles of the sentries 
IVorn them, and one tried to seize the sword of tlie 
native olfieer, a jcinadtir, in command of the guard, hut 
was pistoled by him. Thereupon the native officer, 
after warning the prisoners to keep quiet, oj'dered the 
guard to fire upon tliem, when nine were sliot dead and 
thirteen wounded, of whom five were mortally injured, 
mostly by bayonet wounds. 

The column remained halted at Matuii till the i3th 
.January, before which date several headmen came in with 
horses and ponies which liad been stolen from tlie force, 
as well as nine deserters from the Amir’s army at Ivabiil, 
who stated that large numbers were leaving his reginieiits. 
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the 13th the column marched 7 miles up the 
Kiiost Valley to Debgan Valley, a wing of the 21st 
Punjab Infantry, under Major F, W. Collis, being left 
to garrison the fbx’t at Matun. 

On ,the 14th January the infantry halted whilst a 
cavalry reconnaissance was made from the camp at 
Oehgan to Dava Geh aiid the villages about, named 
Rtuhan Khel, the people of which seemed friendly 
and brought abundant supplies, Although there wei.’e 
rumours of the Mangals assembling in the adjacent 
liills, there were no open hostilities. 

On the 15th the Major-General marched his force 
hack to Matun, where it remuincd until its final de¬ 
parture from tlie Kliost Valley. During tins halt 
C'aptain R. G. Woodthoi’pe, r.e., in charge of the 
survey party attaelied to the Kurram Valley Field Force, 
escorted by Kippat Khitn, the chief of from the 

Mohmit Khel Waxirs, and a detachment of native 
itifantry, ascended the peak of Ijaram (0,631 feet) at tiie 
extreniity of the .soutli-eastern end of tlie valley over¬ 
looking the IV.aziristan, Ivhost and Daw^ai'. From tliis 
place communication was effected by heliograph with 
Baniiu, Hazir Pir, and Matun Fort. The survey of the 
eastern end of the Kho.st Valley was completed, and tlii.s 
work was joined in a satisfactory manner to Captain 
Woodthorpe's plane-table sketcli of the Kurram basin. 
I'iie geographical results of this expedition were 
consequently most valuable. 

As the column had been now some time in Khost, it 
appeared, from the general tenor of the reports received 
from the Kurram Valley, inadvisable to keep much 
longer in this isolated disti’iet the only troops which 
wei'e available for a movable column i)i Kurram. It 
therefore became necessary to decide wliether a garrison 
should be left in Matun I’niff, or whetlier arrange¬ 
ments should be made for the administration of the 
district by a native representative, aided by the 
municipal maUks. The question involved the following 
considerations : 
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T.—Any garrison left in Khost must be of sufficient 
strength to hold its own, if attacked by a 
combination of the powerful Mangal and 
Jadran tribes. 

J I.—It should not, therefore, be less than a regiment 
of native infantry, with two guns and a 
squadron of cai^alry. 

III. —tf a garrison of this strength were deducted 

from the Kurram Valley Field Force, there 
would be no means of forming a movable 
<!olumn after providing for the Kmram 
garrison, and for an twlvaneed post at 
Khel in the event of an advance to Kabul 
being ordered. 

IV. — Any garrison left in Khost might hamper future 

operations. 

— Qji other hand it was desirable politically 

to keep a firm hold on Khost, wliich is a 
very important district, and niiglit become a 
focus of dangerous intrigue against any settled 
government in the Kurram Valley. 

The balance of the argument was against an occupa¬ 
tion, anti Major-General Roberts finally decided not to 
leave a garrison, but to place Shahzada Sultan Jan, 
Extra Commissioner in the Punjab, a Saddozai gentle¬ 
man of birth and a Sunni Muhammadan, likely to be 
acceptable to the Khostwals, in charge of the Khost 
district, supported by an adequate body of native levies, 
and associated in liis administrative duties with the 
chief maliks of Khost. 

General Roberts did not disguise from himself the 
possibility of a rising of the neighbouring tribes, which 
might necessitate the abandonment of the post; but he 
considered that the reoccupation of the v^alley would be 
now easy, and tliat Shahzada Sultan .Jan could always 
escape to the neighbouring post of Ilazir Pir, 

Having decided on this course, a darbar was held on 
the 2t}th .fanuary, when the chief maUks of Khost w^ere 
rcceh’ed, together with the jirgaa of the Mangals and 




Mfikhbils. It Wiis explained to the people that instead 
of leaving regular troops in tlie foit, it had been deter¬ 
mined to entrust the peace of the valley to the inhabi¬ 
tants themselves and to levies raised for the purpose. 
Shahzada Sultan Jan was introduced to them as their 
governor, and tliey were advised to keep the hill tribes 
in check, since it could not be pretended that these 
latter could come down in any numbers through their 
lands without their support or, at least, connivance. 

Certain headmen were selected for the management 
of the ddferent sections in Khosi, who would receive 
cash ailDwanee,s from the revenue. Meanwhile .some 
350 Teri lenes, mounted and on foot, arrived from 
Kurram, and to them some .50 Jajis of Maidan, 20 
Wazirs, some Khostwal levies w^ere added, and the fort 
duly handed over. 

The Khost Column then began its march troiii 
Matim towards Ilazir Pir on the 28th January, using 
tile southern route. The column had only reached 
Sapri, twelve miles distant, when a report amved from 
Shahzada Sultan Jan that an attack on Matun Fort was 
imminent; that lie hiid summoned the headmen of 
Kliost to his assistance in defending the post, but that 
they had only partially responded to his call; also that 
he did not consider it probable that lie could retain a 
hold on the country after the column had left the 
neighbourliood. 

The hostility of the tribesmen being thus so clearly 
demonstrated, the General determined to avoid further 
complications in the immediate future by abandoning 
the Khost Valley to the management of its own maliks 
for tlie present. He considered it necessary to return 
to Matun in order to witlitiraw Sultan .Tan and his 
escort in safety, and he accordingly marched back on 
tlie yoth .Tanuary, taking with him— 

Nt), 2 Mtmntain Batteiy. 15() men 723id Higlilntidei’s. 

Sniiadron 10th Hassarfi. 28th Punjab lufaiitry. 

I’liis column reached Matun early the same morning, 

9 
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wheve it was found that the JMangals and iJadrans had 
collected in considerable numbers. After removing the 
Shah'/ada and the Teri levies, and clearing the .ort ot 
all supplies, the column began its return march to Snpri 
about noon. Two squadrons of cavalry tinder Cjolonel 
Cloufli tnoved forward tow^ards the iiills north of IVlatun, 
whem the enemy were assembled, and covered the witln 
drawiil of the mountain battery and infantiy. 

The tribesmen descended into the plain as if to 
attack tlie column, but they were easily repelled by the 
dismounted fire of a troop of cavalry, and no serious 
collision took place. The tTOop.s reached Sapri at 
4. p.m., and on the following day the w'hole eolunm 
mardied to Hazir Pir without forther inteiriiption. 

d’lie return of tlic Kliost Column allowed the pio- 
posed redistribution of troops for the winter to be 
carried out. These included the following movements : 

<i)~l sqtiatlron 10th to Hawalpinrli {4th rcbiiifti^). 

ivtT){^ S!9th Punjab Infantry from Hazir Pit to Unit 
FebiTuiry), 

(iii) _l company 29tli lib Infantry from l hal to Ahmarl i- 

Shanm (4t)i Fcbniary). 

(iv) 1 company Pimjab Infantry to Jalaima to work on 

road (4tb February)* i i 4 

(v) -Oetanhmenb S-8th Fool from Hazir 1 ir and .Ihni to 

Kobat (btU Fclivuary). 

companies Punjab Infantry to BaWi Khcl to 

ttiUeve l^th Bengal Cavalry* .r 

(vii>—liith Bengal Cavalry from Balcsh Khel to IbvAr 1 ir. 

Nil. ^ Moimtain Battery aiul S^8 lb Pun jab Infantry to 
accompany bcftd-tpiarlens Ficiti Force to All Klicl, 


No furthor Ibi'ward tDovcnioits were coiitempUited 
iit present; tlie troops in the various posts were occupied 
in improving their winter quarters, wluist the con¬ 
struction of a second road from Thai to Kiirram along 
the left bank of the river was being pushed forward 
by the 23rd Pioneers. 

During the absence of the column in Ivbost, on the 
7th January, reports w’ere receii^ed of intended attacks 
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by the Maiigals on the Paiwai’ Kotal and Ali ,Khel 
posts, and arrangements were made for supporting those 
places; but the tribesmen disappeared mthout hostile 
action, and the movements which had been ordered were 
cancelled. 

On the 1st February Sardar WaJi Muhammad Khan 
accoinpinued by several chiefs of the Logar Valley 
visited the head-quarters camp. He was met half a 
mile from the camp by the Major-General and staff. 
A company of the 28th Punjab Infantiy was drawn 
up on tlie sides of the main street of the head-quarters 
cimip, at the top of which stood the dm'bar tent, in 
received. After a siiort conversation, 
all 3Iuhammad was conducted to his quarters, and 
dined M'ith the Major-General commanding in tlie 
evening. Colonel V^aterfield, tlie Political Officer did 
not enter into any political conversation witli the sardar 
but inerely formal courtesies were exclianged, as it was 
considered advisable tliat Wall Muhammad sJiouid have 
direct _ communication with none but the political 
authorities at .Jalalabad, for which place the* sardar 
sorted on the_4th February, escorted by a squadron 
ot tlie lJ*th Hussars, who were about to join their 
regiment with the Peshawar Valley b’ield Force. 

On the Gth February the General left Hazir Fir on 
a tour ot inspection to Kurrara Fort, examinino- the 
new hue of communication along the left bank, y^iiieh 
was making rapid progress, and which rendered the 
troops independent of any rise in the river. It had the 
turther advantage of lying throughout its course in 
1 en ten-itory. t he iiospitai, barracks, and commissariat 
depots at Kurram were inspected; these were beiim 

TO complete ; the whole 

t tJie 7ind Highlanders were comfortably hutted as 
well as about three-quarter.s of the Gurkhas, the tents 
being pitched inside the enclosure of 

cold wiWk y wcwc sheltered from tlie 

native The liospitals for both Europeans and 

natnes were complete, the patients having I'eiy good 
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aceommodjition of fail' size, warmed by open fireplaces. 
I'he commissariat sheds were capable of containing 
3.5,000 maunds of fiour, with space for other supplies. 
The ordnance depot was established in tlie keep ot’ the 
larger fort, where the treasure chest (under Major 
Moi'iai'ty) was also kept. 

On the 7th the head-quaiters moved on to Habib 
Kala. The road from Kurrarn to the foot of the Paiwar 
was already completed, and camels could now travel 
ironi ’’fhal to the Paiwar Kotal witliout traversing 
the Darwazagai defile. Snow had fallen on the Paiwar 
range, and the General proceeded on the 8th by the 
Spingawai route to the head-quarters of the 2nd Brigade, 
"^rhe defensive works on the Paiwar Kotal liad now been 
perfected, the right of the position being held by the 
2nd Punjab Infantry. The defences at this end con¬ 
sisted of' a strong log barricade arranged so its to suit 
the contour ol'the hill, and affording fair defilade shelter 
from the heights which command it, as well as being 
a formidable obstacle against any assailant. The liill, 
sweeping round in a convex curve towards the most 
likely approach of aa enemy, permitted by its shape tlie 
cronstructioji of a bastioned breastwork, which gave an 
admirable flank fire to the continuation of the line of 
defence on tlie west of the hill, along which a good 
pathway had been made. 

The 2-8th Foot and G-3, Poyai Artillery, had been 
comfortably hutted at the Paiwar Kotal. There was an 
excellent hospital, and a recrention-room had been 
constructed, while the sentry boxes were well protected 
from the weather. 

The men of the native infantry were not all provided 
w'itli huts, but tlieir tents, being under sheds made of 
pine branches, were free from snow. A great extent of 
forest had been cleared away, which materially increased 
the defensive power of the place, by exposing to the 
rifle fire of the defenders the hillsides in the vicinity of 
the breastworks. Good roads had been made, and 
ei'ery auxiliary that military engineering science could 
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apply from the means at hand had been added to f’orl dy 
the position by the Royal Engineer oflicers and the 
sappers and working parties tinder them. 

In fact, as regards its defences, the Paiwar Kotal 
could now be considered secure from any attack of 
MangaLs or other hill tribes, and with an increase to its 
garrison could easily be held against disciplined troops 
furnished witli artillery. 

On tlie 9th the General inspected the Xabardast 
Kala detachments; and finding the men there most 
uncomfortable and the hoi’ses in bad condition, the cold 
being severe, he ordered the troops to be withdrawn, 
xrh .! 

The 12th Bengal Cavalvy to Hazii- Hv. 

'fhe 2ncl Punjab Infantry to Habib Kala. 

ITie 28tli Punjab Iiifaiiti-y to Paiwar Kotal. 

It was decided that 11.5 rifles oi the 28th Punjab 
Infantiy should be ordered to Ali Khel, which is lower 
down the valley of the Hariab, then covered with siiow', 
and in a better situation for an advanced post than 
Zabardast Kala. These troops, under a British oiticer, 
were to be stationed in a fortified post and turnished 
witlr 250 rounds per man. The Assistant Political 
Officer, Mr. Christie, was also stationed at Ali KIrel, so 
that tliis detaehment was not likely to be attacked 
without previous information being received. 

On the 12th February the Major-General and staff 
returned to Kurrain, and spent some days insj^cting 
posts at Ibrahimzai, Hazir Pir, and Ahmad-i-Shama, 
whither Lieutenatit C. M. Fitzgerald was ordered to 
take two companies 21st Punjab Infantry to work on 
tile right bank road. 

From Kumun Major-General Roberts proceeded to 
'riial, where he inspected tiie contingents supplied to the 
British Government by tire Chiefs of Patiala, Nablia, 
Faridkot and Kahan, viz. 1,700 infantry, 550 oavah-T,', 
and 7 guns, under Brigadier-General VN'^atson. fi^his 
force proved to be a fine body of men, likelj^ to be of 
great value for post work at the different stations w'hen 
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the intended forwaid movement of the Knmim Column 
should take place. 

During the remainder of Febriiaiy the Majors 
General and staff continued to move up and down the 
line of communications; the health of the troops con¬ 
tinued good on the whole; gre;it progress was made 
meanwhile in road-making, all the available troops being 
employed for the purpose, and two roads from Thai to 
Kurrani, one on each side of the river, were completed.* 

'J'he collection of supplies at Kurntm was continued 
with energy, and by the Ist March nearly two months' 
stores were available, while ail the troops about the 
Piiiwar were provisioned up to the end of the month. 

An advanced depot was constructed at .^Vli Kliel, a 
eon.siderable qiiantlt}’’ of stores having been conveyed 
thither by camels and mules furnished by the Jiji and 
Teri tribesmen. Similarly, some additional 1,500 
camels and bullocks of the Kurram di.strict were 
employed in transporting stores from Thai to Kurram. 
No military e.scorts were sent witli these loads, whicli 
nevertheless were deUvered with great regularity. The 
i’unjab Chiefs’ Contingent furnished about two-tliii'ds 
of such escorts as were required for convr)ys, and per¬ 
formed the duty in a most sati-sfactoiy manner. 

On the 0th and 10th March the Field Force head¬ 
quarters proceeded towards Thai to meet Sir F. P. 
ilaines, the Comrnander-in-Chief in India, who was on 
his way thither from .Talalabad. jVIajor-Getieral Roberts 
arrived at Thai on the Iflth, and the Commander-in- 
Cliief, rvith the Army Dead-quarters Staff, oi\ the 18th, 
On the same day the Commander-in-Chief reviewed the 
Punjab Chiefs’ Contingents, under lirigadier-General 
Watson, numbering about 2,000 men with 7 guns. 

Tlie Nabha Contingent had just received orders to 
march to Ralesh Khel, 35 miles from Thai, a point on 
the line of communications very liable to attack by the 
IVIasozai, Zaimukht, and otlier hostile tribes. 

' l»'oT disposition of the Kuitbiii Valley Fic^ld Force on the 24tli: hehruaryj 
yec Appendix VI!. 





A MOVE FORWARD 


135 

.'here tlie men oi' tlie contingent entrenched their 
camp with great cure and skill, building three towei's in 
it, so that at any time they could'move out, leaving the 
camp to be defended by 100 men. 1 hey patrolled the 
roads, and furnished guards to protect some 3,000 
commissariat camels sent to Balesh Khel to gi’aze. 
Though never attacked, they were often threatened, and 
at times harassed by small marauding parties. They 
reiimined at Balesh Khel till their return home in June. 

l^rom Thai Sir Frederick Haine.s inoved up the 
Kiirram Valley to the Paiwar Kotal, inspecting all 
the posts on the road, and returning to Thai on the 
noth March. 

As April opened preparations tor a forwiml move¬ 
ment were renewed with energy. The post at Alt 
Khel Wits strongly entrenched, for the protection of the 
corruTiissariat storehouses ; orders were issued for the col¬ 
lection there of supplies for two months for tlie British 
and one month for the native troops of the advance 
colunni; 1'20 miles of telegraph wire was also sent 
forward, and two Gatlings and a biittery of new pattern 
screw guns. A base hospital was established on tlie 
Paiwar' Kotfil. On the 5th April the Field Force head- 
c[iiai*ters moved from l*aiwar over the kotal,^ to^ an 
admirably sitiurted plateau 4 miles east of Ali Khel. 
On the 10th April the 92nd Highlanders marched into 
Kurramfrom Thai about 800 strong, accompanied_ by 
drafts from the 72nd, and by the 13th April the Field 
Force, brigaded as follows, was concentrated on tlie All 
Kiiel plateau; 

lyivi^iorL 

( Highlanders. 

Ist Brigade < SBth Punjab Infantry. 

\ Bi]i Gurkhas, 
r92nd IlighianderH. 

Snd Brigade < 5th Punjab Infantry. 

(sist Punjab lulantry. 

?F“A4loyal Horse Artillery. 

Artillery Nos. 1 and^ Moan tain Bat- 
terie^v 


Rimn‘0. 

2Srd Pionem, 

7th Conipany Sappers 
and Miners. 

Cazkdrp Brigade, 

1 f?fRiadron 9 th Lancers. 
ISth Bengal Cavalry. 
14th Bengal 



THAT. 

„'he importfiTice of placing the posts alt pig the line 
of communications between Thai and Ali Ktiel in a 
defensible state was fully understood by General Roberts 
and his engineers. At Thai a post was established on a 
plateau about 500 yards from the bank of the Kunam 
River. The post was calculated to hold a battalion of 
native infantry, a wing of native cavalry, h.alf a battery 
of artillery, and two companies of British infantry. 
7Tie plateau on which it stood is scarped naturally on 
three sides about 40 feet above the river, and it was 
surrounded with a low, roughly built stone wall, 
irregular in trace and confoi’ming to the nature of the 
ground. T'he position was capable of offering resistancif 
to any force likely to be brought against it. 

At the posts of Sapri, Mandnri, Alizai, Shinak, and 
Balesh Khel there were fortified serais', and in addition, 
at the last post was the entrenched camp of the Nabha 
Contingent. At Wali-dad Kala, the last post before 
Kurram I’ort was reached, wa.s a simUaiTy fortified 
serai. 

Kurram “fort” consisted of two native forts connected 
by a good road and situated about (iOO yards one_ from 
the other, near the present village of Ahmadzai and 
1 mile nortli of the river. 

The fortifications of the Paiwar cantonment (Habib 
Kala) consisted of sangared entrenchments. 

The l^aiwar Kotal position is 0 miles distant from 
Habib Tvala. The extremely nnoimtainous nature of the 
entrenched position rendered it necessary to form four 
separate posts, di.stant about a quarter of a mile from 
each other. They were protected by blockhouses and 
breastworks of timber and stone or earth on the western 
or exposed side, 'fhe troops were quartered in huts, 
'■fhe stores were placed in tents over which rough .sheds 
of imheivn timber were erected. 

At Bian Khel and Ali Khel there were entrenched 
camps, the latter of which had been laid out with great 
care, since the position was one of great strategic im¬ 
portance, commanding as it does the entrance to the 
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Diinikht defile leading to the Slmtargardan Pa„ss, 
and the approaches up the Karaia stream from the 
Mangal country ; it also served to cover the garrison at 
the Puiwar Kotal from any sudden advance of Afghan 
troops across the Slmtargardan. 

The month of April passed without incident. 

^To intimation was received regarding the advance 
of the Field Force ; but the preparations for it were 
nevertheless continued, both in road-making and col¬ 
lecting supplies and fortifying tlie advanced post at 
Ali Khel. Practice was also earned on with the 
Gatling guns, whilst reconnaissances in all directions 
were made when practicable. 

Important reinforcements were received during the 
month, including the 07th Foot and the 11th B.I.,' 
the former of which was employed under direction of 
Major Collet in laying out a new gun road between 
Zabardast Kala and over the high ground through the 
village of Bilut, opening communication with tlie 
entrance of the Ijakarai Pass. ^Vith the 67th Foot 
came half C-4, Royal Artillery, bringing with it thirty- 
seven elephants to carry the 9-j>r. guns over the passes. 

On the 23rd April a committee was appointed to 
select a site for a cantonment between the Paiwar and 
Jvurram, and a spot near Shalozan was finally decided 
upon. 

The month of May was equally undisturbed by any 
hostile incident, and closed Avith the announcement of 
the Treaty of Peace with the new Amir, signed at 
Gandamak on the 26th. Major-General Roberts took 
advantage of this unbroken tranquillity to enlarge the 
geographical knowledge of the Viilley of the Uppei’ 
Kurram, and of the passes which conne(*t tliat district 
with Kabul and independent territories. Such explora¬ 
tions w'ere conducted under exceptionally favourable 
circumstances, for the people were inclined, apparently, 
to view without suspicion the endeavours of the British 

^ The 2nd Pioijab Infantry, who !ind 8ufforeii iniich fnm expo^iure, were 
withdrawn from the Knrram Force. 




to inuke thciiiselveH ucrjiifiijited with the territories 
^vhich luvd been assigned to their rule by the treaty. 

On the 5ti» ^lay a reeoruuiissivnce was made to the 
top of the Shutiirgardaii Pass, and on the 12th five 
reconnoitring pai*ties W'ere employed simultaneously on 
the range of iiills between the Paiwar Kotal and tire 
Mangkr Pass. On the 1st June General Roberts 
made a reconnaissance to tlie Lakarai Pass, where the 
road passes ovxr the Safed Jvoh, which forms the water¬ 
shed on the w’esteni side of the Hariab Valley. 'Phe 
primary object was to join hands with the Khyber 
Field Force, but the party from Gandainak did itot 
succeed in getting through the Babar Ghilzai territory. 
The route from the Hariab was found to be difficult, 
find indeed impiissable for an army, unless considerable 
labour was expended in improving it. J'he ascent to 
"the kotal lies througli dense forest, and is very steep. 
The summit of the pass is overhung by precipitous 
cliffs, and is so narrow that it could be easily blocked. 
It is broken into four small ridges, or Icotais, which of 
course would facilitate its defence. The desccTit on tire 
western side appeared to be even .steeper than the 
ascent, and the rtjad beyond, as far as could be seen, 
was closed in by hills, and seemed to be most unsuitable 
for the passage of troops in the face of an enemy. 

On the 2nd the Major-General, with an escort of 
Xo. 2 Mountain Battery and a wing each of the 92nd 
TIighlanders and 5th Gurkhas, marched to the village 
of Dabuzai, about tliree-quarters of a mile from the 
rig]it bank of the Karaia, Thence he visited the prin¬ 
cipal settlements of tlie Ahmad Kliels in tlie lower 
part of the Sirkai Valley, and on the following day 
lie explored the range of hills above the left bank of 
that stream. “ TJie view from this range was,” says 
General Roberts, “extremely interesting, for through 
the eountrj lying at our feet will be found, as I believe, 
the easiest eominercial and military route between 
Afghanistan and India. All the information which 1 
^i,ave succeeded'in obtaining regarding th.e road describes 
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it as fairly level and capable of being made a good road 
for wheeled carriageH without difficulty. It is said that 
the late Amir Sher Ali brought his biillocik guns into 
Kiirram by this route.” 

On t!\e Cth June the reconnaissance moved from 
Ali Kliel over the Istiar Pass to the villages of Tstiar, 
and thence to Karuia, This pa.ss is between the l:*aiwar 
and the Sapri defile, and although not so difficult as 
the latter, can never be made as practhiable as the 
Paiwar. The General had now .seen all the passes over 
the Paiwar range, and had no doubt that when the 
time came to carry a cart-road over it, the best line 
would be found to be that at the Spingawai, which 
presented no very serious difficulties. 

On the 8th a reconnaissance was made with the 
12t!i Bengal Cavaliy up the valley of the Hushan stream 
in the Chakmanni country. The tribes in these villages 
had not at first been friendly, but had now come in and 
made submission, with offers of service, and it was 
hoped tlsat the reconnaissance would cause the sub¬ 
mission of the Manga! tribe, as a whole. 

** On the 9th June,” says General Roberts in his 
despatch, “escorted by the t2th Bengal Cavalry, I 
reconnoitred the valley which forms the principal 
entrance to the hilly di-strict inhabited by the 
Makhbils. 

“ This independent tribe has not had much inter¬ 
course with us since we entered the Kurram territory ; 
but just before I left iVli Khel, a deputation from the 
tribal council arrived at our camp expressing their desire 
to live on good terms. The nren were hospitably enter¬ 
tained, and accompanied us to Karaia. At their 
invitation, I visited the valley; and we were received 
with ei''ery expression of goodwill. The malikfs have 
agreed to take Captain Woodthoi’pe to the top of one 
of the highest peaks in their territory, from which, they 
say, the whole country can be seen> and promised to 
conduct him back to Kurram by a new route, which we 
liave not yet explored. The MakhbiJ villages, which. 
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we saw, were potn' Ijanilets belonging to the VV'anikhi 
section of the tribe, but the valley was wide and open, 
and presented no milititry obstacles. The Maklibil tribe 
will remain independent of our nde; but T gladly 
took advantage of the oppoi'tunity to cultivate Ifieiidly 
relations with them, and to extend our acquaintance 
with the topography of the country. 

“ It will be observed that these reconnaissances have 
all been executed with the active co-operation of the 
people themselves. To use tlieir own expression, they 
have lifted to us the parda (curtain) of their country, 
and they have taken a curious piesvsure in pointing out 
to me the particular places they had intended to defend, 
if we had entered the country as an enemy. The 
results will, no doubt, possess a political, in addition to 
their geographical value, and will, I have a confident 
hope, conduce materially towards the permanent tran¬ 
quillity of this district. In a military point of view, 
tlie local knowledge we have gained cannot fail to be 
useful,” 

On the 15th .June iMajor-Geiieral Roberts marched 
with three guns of No. 1 Mountain Battery, 200 sabres 
of the 12tli Bengal Cavalry, and 200 rifles of the .5th 
Punjab Infantry to the boundary of the Chakinaniii 
territory, 'fhere the troops were left in support and 
tlie General and staff, accompanied by a badrtiga or 
safe-conduct, proceeded some 8 miles from camp to visit 
tlie Mangal villages of Laji. It soon became evident, 
howcjver, that the tribesmen W'ere hostile and not under 
the control of the badraga. It was, therefore, deter¬ 
mined to retire, and a message was sent to the officer 
in charge of the troops to move up the valley to support 
the reconnaissance. This was done; and although the 
Mangals fired a few shots, wounding a havildar and 
a malik of the Hasan Khel Jajis, and followed the 
party a short distance, the march back to Karaia was 
accomplished without further interruption. The recon¬ 
naissances were now completed, and the General on the 
following morning inarched to Shalozan, to supervise 
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tlie aiTiingeinents in progress Ibr hutting tlie troops at 
that place, and to gi\'e the troops and transport animals 
a much-needed rest 

One or two unfortunate outi’ages marked the end of 
June and the beginning of the month of July. 

On the 23th June Dr. W. H. Smyth, of the Indian 
Medical Department, was murdered by robbers near 
the Herat at Sapri when on his way to Thai. 'I'lie 
crime liad no political significance, but the offender was 
traced to the Watazai di vision of the liiaimukiits. 

On the 28th June some working parties of the llth 
and 21st llengal Infantry, when cutting brushwood 
near Balesh Khel, Wei's fired into; and two of the 
number, who were beyond the pic(juets, were killed by 
Massuzat Orakzais, Some camels also were fired on 
when grazing, and other unprovoked attacks were made 
in the same neighbourhood, at the instigation, as it 
was supposed, of persons who lived in Sadda and 
Durani. Accordingly General Roberts ordered Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel JM. H. Heathcote, Road Commandant, 
to surprise and surround Sadda with troops, to seize .all 
the Massuzai and Alislierzai (Jrakzais living within its 
liinits, and to deport them to Kohat. Tliis order was 
successfully executed on tlie UOth June, when seventeen 
men were arrested and sent to be lodged in the Kohat 
jail. The effect was good, and the headmen of Sadda 
afterwards came up to head-ejuarters on the Paiwar 
Kotal to exjiress their contrition, and to pray^ for the 
release of the prisoners. They were told that this would 
not be done until the whole fir gas of the Massuzai 
and AlisheiTiai divisions or clans of the Orakzai tribe 
made their submission. In the meantime Balesh Khel 
was strengthened with three guns of No. f Moiintaiu 
Battery. 

The general health of the troops in the KiiiTam 
Valley was good. A tew sporadic cases of cliolera 
occurred at Tlial, but it did not assume an epidemic 
form. Its firesence, howevei", deternuned the fMajor- 
General to delay the departure to the lower country 
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beyojid 'rhal of the British troops, wiio had lutherto 
been quite free from' the disease. 

The climate of the valley was good, the heat never 
excessive, and at Shalozan it was quite cool by the end 
of .fuly. 

The mortality amongst the camels, however, was 
very^ great, in consequence of which General Roberts 
recommended that the regimental organisation of trans¬ 
port si] oil Id be broken up and that the animals should 
be collected at Thai, where good grazing was procurable. 

The Major-General also urged, tlie irnpoi*tance of 
completing a cart track from Thai, and he advocated 
the laying down of a tramway or light railway from 
Rawalpindi or Kohat to Kurram, repeating his belief 
that the natural line for traffic between India and Kabul 
W'as through the Knn’am Valley. 

Excellent political relations had been formed %vith 
Padshah Khan, the chief of the Ghilzais near the 
Shuturgard.a.n, and onr most advanced outpost at Ali 
Khel, in the Hariab Valley, w'as entirely fi'ee from any 
annoyance by the tribesmen. This satisfactory arrange¬ 
ment was undoubtedly of material assistance in the 
ad]"ance of tlie following autumn. 

On the 2Jtvd July Major-General Roberts took leave 
of the Field Force and proceeded to Simla, and with 
this event the first campaign in the Kurram Valley may 
be sa\i to have terminated.' 

' Fin' iliRti’ibntioti of troop!* 015 tlie cotioliiRioii of tlie ffitnpajgn, seo 

Appewlix vrn. 


CHAPTEH 


OPERATIONS OK TOE FIELD FORCE IN SOUTIIEHN 
AFGHANISTAN I'TIOil OC’I’tlUER, 187Uj I'O ACGUS'l'j Hi7f), 

On the 27th September, 1878, the appointment of 
Major-General M. A. S. Biddulph, c.ii., to the com¬ 
mand of tlie Quetta Keinforcemeiit ’ was sanctioned by 
the Government of India ; and the following instructions 
were issued by the Adjutant-General in India to General 
Biddulph; 

“ I am directed by the Commandev-in-Cliief to 
inform you tliat, with the sanction of (Government, you 
have been appointed to command the troops now at 
or proceeding to Quetta. IIis Excellency desires to 
im|:tress upon you that the force you are about to 
command not being in British territory, but in the 
coiiiitry of a friendly prince, all requisitions for supply, 
or demands of any de.scription on the Government or 
people, must be made through the British political 
fdfieers attached to the Agency. "J'o gain the goodwdlJ 
of the ruler, chiefs and inhabitants of Baluchistan must 
be to you and to the officers and men under your com¬ 
mand a matter of primary importance. 

You will, at as early a date as possible, place 
yourself in immediate communication witli Major 
Sandeman, the Governor-General’s ^Vgent lor Baluchi- 
stall. His Excellency cannot too forcibly impress 
upon you the nece.ssity of (iordially co-operating wdth 
that officer in every obiect tending to further the views 
of Government. 

“ Political considerations bearing on our position in 

' Vid. k^UfK IK 
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Haluchistjin must guide your disposition of the force, 
subject only to critical necessity and the safety of the 
troops. 

“ 'i'he concentration of forces at Quetta is strictly 
a defensive measure, necessitated by present political 
complications with Afghanistan, and its command will 
impose on you the maintenance of Quetta with the 
integrity of the Raluch country, and the covering of 
your lines of communication. It is impossible to foresee 
contingencies which may present themselves; but his 
Excellency has full confidence in your judgment, and 
require.s of you to remain strictly on the defence, or 
rather in such a defensive-offensive attitude as, in 
case of hostile demon.strations in your immediate 
vicinity, would restrict action, without orders from tlie 
Commander-in-Chief, to within a day’s march of Ilaluch 
territory. 

“ On no account, however, is the boundary of Baluch 
territory to be crossed, or offensive initiative resorted to 
in the first instance, without the authority of Govern¬ 
ment received through the Comniander-in-Chief. 'fhe 
force at Quetta should be so disposed as to enable a 
small body to protect the depots and permit the 
remainder of the troop.s to remain in the field, ('are 
must be taken to seciu'e the best available accommoda¬ 
tion for a general reserve hospital at Quetta, as also to 
provide for large depot.s of ordnance and commissariat 
stores. Whilst proiiding for these immediate require¬ 
ments, you must bear in mind the likelihood of some 
SkOOO men being permanently cantoned at Quetta. 

“ 'I'here is no point which will denuind more atten¬ 
tion than the protection of soldiers, followers, and 
animals from the vicissitudes of climate. Every 
endeavour must be made to .secure for all, at the 
earliest date, the wann clothing, blankets, and neces¬ 
saries sanctioned by Government, and constant inspection 
be applied to insure that the same are maintained, and 
tJiat all available shelter in the way of huts or tents is 
secured for their protection. 



ItiOtut - 
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‘‘ Experience has shown the necessity of providing 
for intercourse, for purposes of trade and barter, between 
tile people of the country and the soldiers and followers 
of our camps. I'o protect villagers and ensure order, a 
non-commissioned officer, Bi'itish or Native, of the 
provost marshal’s establishment, must invariably be told 
od foi’^duty at the market allotted for the purpose. 

“ The strictest discipline must be maintained amongst 
followers. They sliould be prohibited from entering 
villages and wandenng about beyond prescribed limits 
or in unlfeqiiented tracts. Grass-cutters and camels 
must invariably proceed in a body under escort, and in 
such directions as, after consultation witli the political 
authorities, you may indicate. 

“ In conclusion, I am de.sired to remind you of tlie 
necessity of impressing on all economy in tlie expendi¬ 
ture of ammunition, and of constant supervision over 
the maintenanee of supply and reserve, as, althongii 
individually only occupied by you, eventualities may 
hereafter cause Quetta to become a most important 
post for the re-equipment and supply of otlier troops,” 

Major-General Biddulph reached Multan on the 
8t]i October, whence, after opening the sealed orders 
which awaited him there, he proceeded immediately to 
Kajaiipiir. Here he was joined by a portion of the 
head-quai'tei-s staff, and with' the assistance of Mr. Fryer, 
the Deputy Coinmissioncr, all possible arrangements 
■were made for the supply of tlie troops on their march 
to Quetta. On the 20th October the Major-General 
and staff, with Mr. Fryer, started for Quetta vm Lehri 
and tile Bolan Pass, marching as far as Lehri in company 
w'lth E-4, Royal Artillery, and tlie roth Foot. Some 
stages of tliis mfirch presented exceptional difficulties 
lor the passage of artillery. Moreover, the 70th Ftiot 
were hampered by a large and increasing sick list, in 
tainsequence of which, at Mr. Fryer’s suggestion, both 
the above corps handed over their provision columns, 
about fi,5() camels, to be conducted by 
Mazari escorts. .Vrriving at Lehri, General Biddulph 
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left the troops to continue their march, and pushed 
rapidly on to Quetta, which place he reached on the 
9th November. 

The situation there at the time of his arrival was not 
encouraging ; the garrison was too small for its position, 
and liad been further weakened by effects of the feverisli 
influences always present at the close of the hot weather. 
Moreover, the faulty position of tlie cantonments wiis, 
at a critical time like the present, a constant cause of 
alarm and watchfulness. Not only did the close neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Kakar border, and of a considerable 
range of hills, afford opportunity for the secret inaturing 
of hostile movements, but even the main roads betiveen 
Kandahar and Kalat were not covered by the station. 

The duties which first engaged the attention of the 
Major-Clenerai on his aiTival, were arrangements for the 
supply and sanitation of the large camp, which was 
suddenly growing up near the station, and the etjuipment 
of tlie troops for field service. With these objects in 
view, and with the assistance of the political officers, 
purchases of all kinds of country produce were riri<iue , 
buildings suitable for the reception of t!ie nunieroiis 
sick were prepared and a base hospital opened ; such 
measures as were possible, in the absence of bildaiH a 
proper establishment of sweepers, were token to provide 
for the cleanliness of the camps and the surrounding 
ground, while roads of some extent between the carnps 
were constructed under the direction of Captain M , 
llissett, ; finally the scale of baggage was renindelled 
and the weights increased to allow a sufficiency of warm 
clothing to be carried botli by troops and followers. 

JMeaiiwhile the country w’^as reconnoitred as lai a?) 
Kuchlak, where ii depot of supplies was opened, and the 
roads as far as the Afghan frontier were examined. 

On the 9th November a telegrani was received from 
the Quartermaster-General directing a movement to 
be made into Peshin. This order gave an entirely new 
aspect to the operations of the Major-General, who 
lost no time in communicating with Major Sandeman. 
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And it is due to him,” writes General Biddulph, to 
say that by his forethought, and the feiiergy of himself 
and Mr. Bniee, the Qoett^i Force was able to take the 
field, and the way paved for tfie advance of General 
Stewart's division to follow after.” 

In reply to an enquiry from head-quarters, the Major- 
General announced his readiness to make a forw^ard 
movement witli an advance force of 900 men and six 
guns into Pesliin territory on the 21st November, and 
into the Peshiii V^alley on the following day. The com¬ 
position of the Quetta and Multan I)ivisions on that 
date was as follows: 

Kasdahaw Link, 

QmiUa 

Major-GeuemI M. A. S, Biflclulph, 

R.A.Cotnnianding, 

Lieut, S. R Biddulph, B4tli Foot Aitle-de-Camp 

Major G. li Wolseley, t)5th Foot Assistatit Adjutant-General 

Captain H. Me G* Stewart, A. . As,^iiHt:ant Q liar ter maater- 

General. 

Captain IL B. Hanna, Bengal l>epnty Assistant Quarter- 
S taB' Corps ujus ter- Get i eml 

Col one! il. Moore, c. [. K., Bond>ay Assistaht Q u a r t e r mas t e r- 

Stad' Corps General Jbr 

Medical Department, 

]>eputy Siirgeon-Gencrat J. Ilend- 

ley. Army Meilical DepartincDt IVineipal Medical Officei*. 
Surgeon-Major W. G, N, Manley, v.c 

Comvmmriiii Depaiimmft. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. S. liine. Officiating Assistant Conn 
Bengal Staff* (.'orps missary-General, 


Efighuer Departmmt, 

Lieutenant-Colonel W, Hiehens, 

^ ^ Commanding Royal Engineer. 

Captain W, S. S. Bisset, aa:. , Field Engineer, 

Captain W. G, Nicholson, r.e, , Field Engineer, 

5th Company Bengal Sappers and Minei's, 

Engineer Field Park, 
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At'tUkrij. 

JJeiiitiriaTit-Colonel C. 

Mesmier .... CoiiimaiKlitig lioyal Artillery- 
Lkatenant l\ H. G. Cruickshaiik Adjutant 
Major F- V. Eyre . . . Commissary of Onlnance- 

E'4j Brigade, Koyal Artillery * Major T. C. Martini- 
No. Mountain Battery, Funj ab 

Frontier Fon^e - - . Captain J. Charles. 

No- 2 Boml>ay Mountain Battery Captain B- AVace. 

(>1x1 nance Field Bark. 


Caimlri/. 

Brigju.lier-General C. H. Pallisei^ 

c/B., Bengal Staff Corps - - Cammanding. 

Captain H. U- Abaclie, 9th T^aiD 

tiers.Brigade-Major- 

1st Finij ah Cavalry . - * Major C-S^ May lean, 

Jind runjab Cavalry . . - Colonel T, G. KcTHiedy, 

3rd Sind Horae . . , . Lieiitenant-fJoJonel J. II. F. 

Maleolm.son, 

Is^ h^antrfj 

Brigadier-General Ti- I.a4:y, 59 th 

Foot - - . - * Commanding. 

Captain M. H, Ninliolson, Gene¬ 
ral List, Bombay Infantry . Brigade-Major. 

70th Foot - - " . ^ - Colonel IL de R- Pigott. 

19Hi Ftinjab Infantry. . . Colonel E- B, Clay. 

30th Bombay Infantry (Jacob's 

Uitles) - - - . . Major F. ;i\ Hunifrey, 

^nd hifmxtnj Biigude^ 

Brigadier-General T. Nuttall, 

Bombay Stiiff Corps . , Commanding- 

Captain W- W. Haywood, 1st 

Battalion, l^th Foot , , Brigade-Major. 

1st Punjab Tnfaiitiy . . . Major F. J. Keim. ^ _ 

abth Punjab Infantry. , - Lieutenant^ Col on el M.G. Snii tb. 

S^nd Punjab Infantry (Pioneers) IJentenanLOolonelIT.Fellowes. 
^9th Binnbay InfaiitTy (2ml Lieu ten ant-Col one! G. Nicho- 
Baltuh Regiment) letls. 
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LieuteTiaiit-Geneiiil JX M, Stew¬ 
art, Bengal Staff'Corps 


Lieu ten ant N. B* Stewart, 68tli 
Foot 

Captain E, Molloy, Bengal Staff 
Corps . , * . . 

Colonel J. Hills, c-b., v,c., u.a, . 
Majui' E. F. Chapman, ila- 


Commanding, 

Aicie-de-CAinp. 


Major (L V, Prior, 100th Foot 


Interpreter, 

Assistant Adj utant-f leneral- 
Assistant Q li ar te r m aster- 

General, 

Deputy Aasi.stant Quaiter- 
inast.eu-General, 

Captain A, Ga.se]ee, Bengal Staff Deputy Assistant Quarter- 

Corps .master-Geiieral, 

Captain Jl, F, C, A. Tytler, 

General Lif^t, Infantry . , Deputy Judge Advocate, 

Medical Drpnrlmcnt. 

Deputy Surgeon-Geiiend A, 

Smith, ALD,j Army Medical 

Department . , . . Principal Medical Olfieer, 

Cmtimismrlat Dcpa/rlnieu L 

Colfiiiel T, H, Sibley, Bengal 

Staff Corps , , * , Deputy Conmiiw.siiry-Gencral. 

Colonel M. J, Brunder, Bengal 
Staff Corps , , , * Assistant Commissaty-Iienei'a!* 


Ejig^incer Depminwit 

Colonel R, II, San key, , . Commanding Royal Engincei s, 

Major A, lie Mesiirier, iLE, , Brigade^Major* 

Lieutenant C, F* Call, a,K* , . Assistant Field Engineer, 

Lieutenant E* S. E, Childeriii, a/E, Assistant Field fingtnecn 

Lieutenant G. K, It. Savage, ii.e. Superintendent of Field Tele¬ 
graphs. 

H companies, Sapper’s ana IMiriers. 

Engineer Field Park. 

AriiUmp 

Brigadier-General C. G. Arbiith" 
not, c.B., K,A. . , , : Commanding Royal ArtOkry. 

C'aptain A. D. Anderson, ila, . Brigade-Major, 

Colonel E. J. Bruee, n-A. . , Commanding Siege I’rain. 

Major W, H, Noble, in a. . , Staff' Officer, Siege Train, 

Captain R, A< Lanning, a. a. , Adjutant. 
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Ma]oi' C. Cowie, ila. p 
A-B, Royal Horse Artiileiy 


Commissary of Onlnaiice 

Inn. 


I-l, Jloyal Artillery . 
I)-2, Royal Artillery . 
Royal Artillery , 


13-8, Royal Artillery 
Train) . 

lfi-8, Royal Artillery 
Train) .... 
,5-11, Royal Artillery (Heavy) 


(Siege 

(Siege 


Major H.C. Lewes. 
Major E. Staveley, 
Major Sir J. W. 
Campbell, lit. 


C. Johnson, 
H. H. A., 
and Field 
Artillery. 


Major E. S. Buniett. 


(i-ll, Royal Artillery (HeavyJ 
tule 


Artulery (Siege 


8-11, Royal 

Train) ■ 

11-11, Royal Artillei-y (M oiintain) 


Major J. H. Illaekley. 
Major C. Colling- 
wood. 

Major .1. A. Tillanl 


tlrdnance Field Park 
Cavalry Brigade 
Rrigadier-Gciieral W. Fane, c.ii 


MaJorH. .H[.MuiTay. 
Major N. H. Harris, 


Colonel . 
A. H. 
’Dawson, 
Heavy 
Batteries. 


Captain H. H. F. Giflbvct, 13th 

Hussars p 
IStli Hussars 
Bill Bengal Cavalry 
l9Ui Bengal lancers 


Conmmiidiugp 


Brigade-Majotp 
Colonel Jp E. Swindley, 
Colonel Bp W, liyalL 
Colonel r. S, Yorkcp 


Commaiidingp 


fnfaidn^ Brigade. 

BrigatUer-General R* Bavier^ 

Bengal Staff' Corps , 

Captain C. M. Stockleyj S“9th 
Boot , p ; - ^ 

2nd Battalion 60th » 

15th Sikhs * . - > ■ 

25th Punjab luituitryp 

%mI hifmiiry Brlgadt ^ 

Brigadier-General Rp J* Hughes, 

6Srd Foot p p - * 

Captidu A. Gp Haiidcock, Bonga! 

Staff' Corps . 
p59th Foot p 
1st Gurkha Beginient 
9rd Gurkha Keginienfc 
12th Bengal Infanb'j. 


Brigade-Majorp 
Colonel iT, J, Collinsp 
Colonel G* IL Henneasy* 
Colonel N. Barton, 


Commanding. 


Brigade“Majorp 
Major J. I.aw&t>np 
Colonel IL S. liilL 
Colonel A. PatemoUp 
Colonel H* H. Price. 
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As a reserve to General Stewart’s force, a mixed 
division of Bombay a!id Madras troops was ordered to 
assemble in lower Sind« composed as follows, to con¬ 
centrate at Siikkur and tfacobabad: 


Major-General J. M, Primrose, 

.. 

l^ieuteimat E. ih Ilaniilton, 
^iid Foot * . . . 

Colonel E. A. Green ^ 

Major Llovd , . . * 


Conimaiiding* 


Captain A. B, Stoplbrd 


Aide-de-Cainp. 

Assiatan t Ad j a tant-G eneraL 
Deputy As&iistant Adjutant- 
General 

Deputy Asssistant Quarter¬ 
master-General. 


Medical DcpaiimmL 
Nil 


Conmisswrmt DepaHinent . 

Lieiitemmfc-Colotiel A. M. Shewdl Divisional Commissariat omcpr 
£}ng^ineer Deparimmt 

Major T.e Mesurior, h.e. . , Fidd EngiJieev. 

No.' 2 Company I)oml>ay Sappers, and 2 crjinpanies Madras Sappers. 

Caxfalrt/ Brigade. 

Colonel J. E. Sv^indley, loth 

HiiKsai-s.Commanding. 

14th Hui^J^ars. 

1 st Bind Ilors?; (Bombay). 

1st Madras Cavalry. 

JrMlk^rp. 

Jlajor W. 1-1, Caine . . . H-B, Itoyal Horse Artilieiy. 

Major H. F. I'ritchanl , . H-1, Iloyal Artillery. 

Bomliaij hifanirtj Bngade. 

HriKadioi'-Goneral II. Fliayre . Commanding. 

Major C. J. Buniett . " . ■ Brigade-Major. 

8Brd -Foot. 

1st Bombay Jnfantiy {Gmmdkrs\ 

19 th Bombay Inthutry. 
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Madras Infanf’ry Brigadi;. 

Brigadior-Gi‘neral A. Cl Mac- 

Master . . ' . . . « ConirnaiKiiiig. 

C.'aptaiii S, W. Bell , . . Brigade-Major, 

I,ieutenaiit-Cobiit’l C, B, Knowles 67th Foot. 


JiOth Madras Infantry. 
Sfjtli Motii'as Infantry. 


The forward movement of tlie several corps from 
Quetta was complicjited by the necessity for eoniinand- 
ing and medical officers to remain behind to hand over 
the sick in person to the medical charge of the base 
hospital. Witli a view to carrying out this arrange¬ 
ment, the first line of troops put into the field was 
composed of detachments, from which every sick or 
ailing man was withdrawn ; and the head-quarters were 
left to move with the second line as soon as the 
necessaiY arrangements could be made. With the 
object also of facilitating the rapid movement of troops 
in all directions, small but complete bodies of all arms 
were fonned, which were supplied on departure from 
Quetta W'ith seven days’ supplies of food and two days’ 
firewood. The commanders of these small bodies were 
advised to keep up their supplies of food, which they 
were veiy well able to do. 

There being no Commissariat agents, all the 
necessary arrangements for maintaining' their supplies 
were to be made by the commanders of columns, w'ho 
were also to begin purchasing for depots. 

On the 19th XoveiTiber the first forward movement 
was made by a reconnaissance under the Major-General, 
consisting of two guns of the Bombay Mountain 
Battery, XOO of the 2nd l*uiijab Cavalry, and a wing 
of the" 29th Bombay Infantry. On the same day the 
32nd Punjab Pioneers moved to Kiichlak and set. about 
iititking a road over the Margha Kotal. The detach¬ 
ment mentioned above was on the 20th reinforcred by 
two guns of the Peshawar Mountain Battery and a 
■wing of the ist Punjab Infantry, and on the 22nd 
November, war having been proclaimed against the 



Amir, the whole (except the wing of the aoth IJoinbay 
Infantry) marched to Huramzai, on the Ijora Riven 
On the 25th November the main body of the force 
marched to Saiad Yam Karez, and on the 27th to 
Haikalzai, whence Major-Cieueral Hiddiilph joined a 
reconnoitring force which had been pushed forward 
from Quetta under Colonel Clay, consisting of two 
and a half battalions, two mountain guns, and two 
squadrons. ^ This reconnaissance extended as far as 
fChushdil IChan Kala in the Reshin Valley, whieJi "was 
reached on 1st December, and the General returned 
to head-quarters at Daikalzai with full information 
regarding all the outlets from tiie Tesliin Valley. 

On the 4tii December a reconnaissance under Colonel 
T. G. Kennedy, comprising the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 
20th Punjab Intiintry, and two mountain guns was 
despatched from Haikalzai into the Peshin Valley, with 
ordens to reconnoitre the Khojak. Khqjaiii, Rogliani, 
and Gwajha Passes, as well as the road through the 
Gh^arband Pass_ betw^een Quetta and Gulistan Karez. 

^ In the mcsintiiTie the 1st or Multan Division under 
Lieutenant-General D. M. Stewart had been steadily 
advancing from Multan and up the Rolan Pass; thence 
the I.>ieutenant-General and staff proceeded rapidly to 
Quetta, where he arrived on the 8th December, and 
on that date assumed command of the Southern 
Afghanistan Field Force. Brigadier-General C. H. 

1 alliser had joined his cavalry brigade, and Brigadier- 
Generals^ R. Lacy and Nuttjill assumed command of 
the two infantiy brigades of the 2nd (Quetta) Division. 

4 . u”. 1 X'Jecember and following clays the force 
lit Haikalzai inade a further advance, and on the llth 
Major-General Biddulph in company with Ideutenant- 
Colonel J. Browne, K.E,, and I.ieutenant-Colonel VV. 
Hichens, Commanding Royal Engineer, visited the 
luiojak 1 ass and explored the different tracks witli a 
view to the selection of the best route for the pas.sage of 

the army across the Khwaj a Amran range. 

I he two roads in use were that which was made 
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b 3 /the British troops in 1839-4‘i, and the route over the 
Gwajha Pass, Tlie latter was much the easier, but 
owing to the difficulty of* getting water in .sufficient 
quantity for a large number of troops at any time of 
tlie year, and the gi’eat probability that there would be 
none at all at two of the halting-places during tlte hot 
weather, it was determined that the Khojak route 
siiould be opened. It w'as decided that the best thing 
to do would be to repair the old British road, which 
had, in the course of some forty years of entire neglect, 
fallen into such a state that the jpassage of a laden 
camel liad become almost iinpossibfe. 

Accordingly, on the 12 th, lieutenant-Colonel ■ 
Hicbens niarclied from Abdullah Khan Kala, where 
divisional head-quarters had been e.stablLshed, with a 
small column, viz ,— 

g guns, Pesliawar Mountain Battery] Colonel Kennedy, 

Cavalry/ 

This column encamped on the south side of the Khojak, 
about 2 miles below the kotal. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hichens had mth him the 5th and S)th Companies, 
Bengal Sappers and JMiners, the former extremely weak 
(two years at Quetta having reduced their working 
strength to less than 50 men), whilst tiie 9th Company 
was also much below its strength. 

Besides them there were the 32nd Pioneers under 
) deutenant-Colonel H. Fellowes ; aworking party of the 
26th Punjab Infantry under Lieutenant-Colonel M. G. 
Smith; Captain Nicholson, k.e., wdth the Engineer 
Field J’ark: Ijieutenants E. S. Hill and C. JMaxwell 
with No. 5, and Lieutenant Shaipe, ii.i:., w'ith No. 9 
Company. 

On the 13tli December, whilst a squadron of the 
2nd Punjab Cavalry crossed the Kht^ak and recon¬ 
noitred as far as Chaman, the majority of the advanced 
brigade under Brigadier-General Nuttall pushed forward 
and occupied tlie pass, and work on the road at once 
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_ ; the Sappers and Miners with the working party 

of the 2Gth Punjab Infantry worked on the south side 
of the kotal, and the Pioneers ori the slope towards 
Chaman. ISk>twithstandjng the difficulties of the 
undertaking the work progressed so rapidly that on 
the evening of tlie 14th Lieutenant-Colonel Hitdiens 
was able to report the road fit for (.■avalry, infantry, and 
baggage animals. Accordingly the small column under 
Colonel Kennedy passed over ojr the following day with 
450 camels and encamped at Chaman. 

Nevertheless, the slope on the noi'th side remained 
terribly steep ei'en for camels, and it was clear to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hicliens that, apart from the 
necessity of keeping this road clear for camel traffic, 
it would be quite impossible to make the descent 
practicable and safe for wlieeled artillery in less than 
ten days or a fortnight. He accordingly determined 
to construct a ramp, or slide, down the bed of a water¬ 
course which descended tolerably straight from that 
part of the kotal over which the old road ran, and down 
whicli the guns, limbers, and wagons could be passed by 
ropes. The slope of this ramp was as much as 20°^ to 
31° for between 450 and 500 feet of its length, after which 
it fell into the bed of a nala with a moderate gradient 
and joined the old camel road some 400 yards lower 
down, from which point the road into Chaman pre¬ 
sented no difficulties, A broad platform was provided 
on the kotal at the top of the slide, where guns could 
be placed, and whence the ropes by wliich they were 
let down were worked by parties of infantry. The top 
of the ramp was turned slightly to the riglit, in order 
that the guns might not have to pass over the beam 
and sand-bags which had to be placed there to lessen 
the friction of the ropes ; this turn was also in con¬ 
formity with the natural lie of the ground, and saved 
much cutting, wliich w'ould, moreover, have considerably 
cramped the platform above. It was at first thought 
that this curve on so steep a slope might present some 
difficulties to the lowermg of the guns ; but when 
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properly handled, they passed down without the smallest 
difficulty. Stiff bollards well strutted and securely 
fixed were placed in pairs at the sides of tlie ramp, over 
wliich the ropes could be turned and the stress of the 
pull taken off the working party at the top. Even 
heavy guns could have been let down thus with ease 
and safety, 

Lieutenant-General 1). M. Stewart arrived at 
Abdulla Khan Kala on the 14th December, and on the 
16th visited Chaman with filajor-General Biddulpii and 
Colonel Hichens. A site for a fortified post was laid 
out there, and the work at once began, after which the 
Generals returned to Abdulla Khan Kala, where the 
head-quarters remained for the present. 

Oil the 21st December the passage of the Khojak 
by the main body of the 2nd Division began, the troops 
passing by a march of 8^- miles from Abdulla Khan 
Kala to Charjat (afterwards styled “Camp Khojak 
Pass’'). 

The field batteries, under the superintendence of 
lieutenant-Colonel Le Mesurier, occupied two days in 
crossing, and the transit could not be effected more 
rapidly. E-i, Royal Artilleiy, was the first to make 
the passage. 'I’he plan adopted was to drive to the 
summit on the first day ; then park all the carnages on 
ground prepared for them at the top of the incline. 
Next day the horses were watered and led to the foot 
of the steep portion of the incline and there picketed; 
the gunners, assisted by working parties of infantry, 
tlien proceeded to lower down the ordnaiuie and 
carriages, 'liiis was best done by unlimbering the 
carriage and letting each portion down separately by 
means of two long ropes reaching to the bollards at tlie 
summit. Lieutenant-Colonel Ifichens timed No. 2 gun 
E-4, and from the moment of starting from the top of the 
slide to ti^e time ’v\'hen tlie ropes were cast loose at the 
bottom was minutes ; and there was no reason wliy 
any gun or wagon should have taken longer. A-B, 
Royal Horse Artillery, also crossed in this manlier ; and 


THE GWAJHA PASS 

these two batteries,” write Lieutenant-Colone 
Hichens, “ Ll, Royal Artillery, and its wagons were 
let down without any accident of which I have heard,” 
Meanwhile a thorough exainination had been made 
of the Gwajha Pass over the Khwaja Anii'iui range by 
the cavalry of a small column commanded by Brigadier- 
General C. H. Palliser, which crossed the Gwajha on 
the 16th December, bivouacked that night and joined 
the force at Chaman on the 17th. 

Colonels Le Mesuner,R, A.,and R. H. Sankey, u.e., ac¬ 
companied this reconnaissance, and tested the possibility 
of making a line suitable for the heavy guns along the 
foot of tlie Khwaja Ami’an range direct from Gw'ajha 
to Chaman. The distance is about 27 miles, and the 
line was found to be quite unsuited for the objects in 
view, although a ti'uck was met with and water was 
abundant in two plHce.s, the first at Iskan Khan, 6| miles 
from Gwajha, and the second from a harez about the 
same distance short of Chaman and a mile north of the 
debouchure of the Rogliani Pass. 

The pass itselt', although rendered difficult by lieavy 
gi'adients and the obstruction of rocks projecting from 
the sides or of large boulders, presented no insuperable 
obstacle to the passage of all arms. At the same time 


it was evident from the first that the road over the 
Khojak Pass would be very liable to block if no other 
were available for return carj.’iage. It was for three 
reasons particularly necessary to relieve this pre.s.sure: 
first, the want of transport rendered necessary the 
return from tlie front of the camels of one corps to lielp 
other.s or to bring over commissariat supplies; secondly, 
conr'oys of stores arrived daily, the camels of w'hich had 
to be sent back for further supplies alter depositing their 
load at Chaman ; thirdly, a large addition was made to 
the troops of the 2nd Division originally detailed to 
cross. The 15th Hus.sars, A-B, Royal Hoi-se Artillery, 
11-11, Royal Artillery, and escort, and I-l, Royal 
Artillery, and all re.sei've ammunition were ordered to 
move by the Khojak, Moreover the 1st l*unjab Infantry 
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was now ordered back from the front to CiuHstan ICax'ez, 
tiuis necessitating ah extra return movement, and a loss 
of working power. 

It was decided, therefore, that the Gwaiha I ass 
should he improved vtdthout delay, and on the _ 23i’d 
December Colonel Saiikey, u-e., began work with a 
party, 120 strong, of the 32nd Pioneers. Next day the 
rest of the Pioneers, the 2nd Baluchis (20th Bombay 
Infantry), and the 9th Company of the Sappers arrived, 
making a total strength of 3*2fi, and up to the end 
of the month the work was pushed rapidly forward 
witliout intermission, so tijat on the 3{)th December it 
was pTactic.aUy complete. “ No portion of the road was 
less than 13 feet in width, and the curves were so 
widened as to prevent any difficulty being experienced 
by the hea\y guns with tlieir long teams of bullocks,” 
wTites Colonel Sankey. With the exception of tlie 
quarter of u mile immediately west of the kotal, the 
gradients 'were good throughout. Here, however, they 
could not be made less in .some places than one 
in nine. 

During this p6riocl work luid not sla^ckciieci on tho 
IChojak and at Chaman, though sickness intei-fered a 
good deal, and the redoubt at the latter^ place con¬ 
sequently piogre.ssed but .slowly. Dn the Kliojak Pas.s 
the track was widened, and the gradients so far de¬ 
creased by zig-zags as to adm it of the passage to and f ro 
of laden camels. A considerable portion of the road 
through the narrow gorge on the south side was avoided 
by this load, and the traffic was nauch relieved. 

At the same time the carriage road, since con¬ 
structed, was laid out roughly under Colonel Hichens 
supervision, and a new camel-road, from the point on 
the southern road where the gorge begins to contjaet, 
was carried over the hill to the right, joining the wheel- 
road near the kotal; this was ii valuable addition to 
the means of transit on this side of the kotal, as the 
worst and nari’owest part of the gorge road was avoided 
and the constant pressure there relieved. "This road 
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was suggested and ahuost laid out/' says Ijieutenant- 
Colonel MiehenSj “by Major-General Biddiilph^ a. a/’ 
As sooxi as this second camel-road was eowipleted, 
all difficulties ceased, and the movement of troops and 
convoys from both sides went on sinmltaneoiisly with¬ 
out a hitch, 

Memiwhile on the 20th ]’)ece!nber Genera! Stewart 
niuved his head-quarters to Gidistan Karex, and an the 
following day orders for the distribution of the Field 
Force were issued as follows : 

Ut Division* 

Cavahy/ Brigade. 

Brigadier-Geueial W* Pane, Cormiiaarling* 

15tli I'Tussars- | 8th Btiiigal OnvaJry* 

19th Bengal Lancers, 

\?ii hifimtriy Brigade, 

Bngadier“Geiieial R, Barter, Couimaiiding. 

S~60th Rifles, | 15th Sikhs. 

I-l, Koval Artillery, 


9,nd hifimtny Brigade. 

Brigudier-Geneial IL J, Hughes, Cairinianding, 


591 h Foot, 
1st Gurkhas, 


Royal Artillery 


l^th Bengal Infantry, 
8rd Gurkhas, 


^nd Division* 


Caxmlny Brlgude. 

Brigatliei'^General 0, IL PalHser, Coimnaiidiiig, 

1st Punjab Cavalry, 8rd Sind Horse, 

Snd l\tnjah (Cavalry, A-}i, Royal Horse Avttliery, 

Brigade, 

Brigadier-General R, Lacy, Command mg, 

19th Punjab Infantry, j 3^,nd Pioneers, 

E-4, Rfiyal Artillery* 
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2nd Infemhy/ Brigade. 
lirigiidior-Geneml T, Niittall, Com lij all fling. 


1st. Punjab Iijfimtry. 
Sncl Sikhs. 


^6th Punjab IidWntxj. 
G'44 Royal Artillorw, 


5th Conipaiiy Sappers hiuI Muici-s 


Reserve AuTiLiJUiy. 


^41, Royal Artillery 
G-llj Hayal Artillery 


11-11, Royal Artillejy. 

So^ ti (Peshawar) Mountain 
Battery* 

No. S Jacobabad Mountain Battery. 


Dui'ing the last few days of 1878 the remaining 
troops of the 2nd DiWsion were moved across tlie 
Khojak to Chaman, leaving a company of tlie 1st 
Punjal) Inftxntry posted at the summit of the pass, 
where they w^ere ordered to hut themselves and make 
a fortified post to guard the eoniinuiiications. 

A field officer was appointed to the special charge of 
the traffic, and definite instructions issued to him for 
the guidance of all concerned. AI)oiit 000 camels 
could, if necessary, be passed over from the south side of 
the Khojak daily, and about 700 returning camels could 
cross at the same time. Heliograpliic communication 
greatly assisted the movement of transport. 

I'he Ijieuteniint-General now issued Field Force 
Ordens for the army to move forwai'd in two columns, 
on separate lines of route, and to converge in the 
'^fakhtapu] district. 

The right column was formed by the 2ud Division, 
under General liiddulph, which was to adi'aiiee from 
Chaman .and the Khojak. The left column was com¬ 
posed of the 1st Division, accompanied by Field Force 
he.'id-quart.ers, and was to follow the Gwajiui route (with 
the exception of A-B, Boyal Horse Artillery, T-1, 
Royal Artillery, 11-11, Royal Artillery, and the l.'Sth 
Hus.sai’s, which cro.ssed the Khojak), 

The joint advance guard of the txvo divisions was 
commanded by Ikigadier-Geueral C. H. Palliser, and 
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Wiis divided in turn into two columns, composed as 
follows ; 


or Gvvjy^lui 
nnrler 

General Pailkpr* 


Right or Khojak ooiumit 
ii nd o r Colon «1 
Kennedy. 


' Uth USaabrea. 

1st Punjid^ ( tivalryj 21D sabras. 

Royal Morsse Artilloryj 2 gtiiis 
2/Sth Punjab Infauti-y^ 413 
32fid Pionoon^j 533 rife. 
hi(\ Baliich Rt^gimentj 26B rifles, 

^ 4 th and Otli C’ompanieSj SapjH'ra. 
f 35tli Ilumrs, 79 siibres. 

) r ' - - 


2nfl Punjab Cavalry^ 200 sabres 
j ^rd Sind Horae, 30 sabres, 

1 A-Bj Royal Horse Artillery, 2 


guns 


] lie left column inai'clicd on the 1st January, 1879, 
Irom die vicinity of the Gwajha Pass to T^algoli Daud 
or lake, on the next day to Kunchai, and on the Sr(i 
January to Shah Pasand, covering abotit 17 miles each 
day. 1 m.s advance column was followed at one day’s 
nUerval by tlie remainder of the Ist Division and Field 
borce head-quarters, which consequently reached Shah 
1 asand on the 4th January, whilst the advanced column 
proceeded on that day to Shadezai on the Mel stream. 
Ihe right column left (Old) Chaman on the 2nd 
January and camped near the bed of the Kadanai Kiver 
eyond Spin Baidak, M'here supplies had been collected 
betorehand by political and cavalry officers. The main 
ody of the 2na Division foliow'ed its advance column 
on ^ the following day. The advanced party of this 
c ivi^on, moving one day in front of the main body, 
^5*''?. ^ M^el Aianda on the 4th January, whilst the 
division in rear moved by brigades to Humai Karez, 
4^ miles beyond Gatai, and Fatehulla on the Kushobai 
streana^ about !i miles w'e.st of Humai Karez, 
respectively. 

On the 5tli January the tw'o column.s of the respective 
advance giiards moved in concert by the Ghlo and 
urkiira Kotah from the Mel Valley into the Takhtapul 

'r o 15th Hussars, with 100 sabres 

or Uie 15th Hu.s.sar,s and 28 sabres 1st Punj.ab Cavalry, 
was oulered to make a reconnaissance of the Kurkiira 
Kotal by which the left column was moving. 


n 




162 


m TOUCH 

On nearing tliis pass some Afghan scouts were seen 
retiring over it. and on deboudiing into the open country 
on the other side, the valley was found to be swarming 
witli the enemy’s cavalry. Major Luck immediately 
formed his detachment into t’wo lines, the first composed 
of one troop of the 15th Hussars and of the small party 
of tlie 1st Punjab Cavalry, with the second line of one 
troop of ISth Hussara in support. In this formation 
tile detachment moved forward at a gallop to meet the 
advancing cav^alry of the enemy, who, however, turned 
about when the troops got to within 200 yards of them, 
and retired, firing as they went. Tire troops pursued 
for some distance, but the country being full of ravines 
and very stony, they lialted, dismounted, and opened 
fire with their Martini-Henry carbines, the effect of 
which w'as seen to be that a few saddles of the retreat¬ 
ing force w'ere emptied. However, on following up the 
retreating foe, one prisoner only was taken, although 
a quantity of baggage was captured, which had bc.f!!! 
tlirown away during the flight. Major Luck, having re¬ 
ceived orders from the Brigadier-General, now withdrew 
his party towards the pass with a view to drawing the^ 
enemy after lihn, so as to bring them under the fire ot 
the guns, wliieh were advancing through the pass. 

Meanwhile the advanced party of the right colutnn 
also came in sight of a body of hostile cavalry, and on 
receipt of orders from the Brigadier, Colonel Kennedy 
pushed on with his cavalry and guns, and was able to 
bring the latter into action at ranges viuying from 2,200 
to 1,»()0 yards. Tlie enemy tlien withdrew, pursued 
across the Ohio I*ass by the cavalry and guns of the 
column. 

Brigadier-General Palliser, having issued orders to 
the right eoliiinii to push on against the enemy, hastened 
with ;J1 liis available cavalry to join Major Luck, v'lio 
was luilted on the furthei’ side of the Kurkura Pass. 
He then advanced against the retiring parties of Afghans, 
until the sound of artillery from the Ghlo Pass on the 
right caused him to change his direction toivanls that 
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point. Accompanied by the cavalry under Major Luck, 
the Brigadier and staff reached the north side of the 
Glilo Pass ill time to charge a body of the enemy who 
were retiring before the right coUiinn, and inflicted on 
them as much loss as the tired condition of the horses 
would allow. Immediately after this encounter the 
guns and cavaiiy of the right column debouched from 
the ;^ass. 

The guns of the left column liad meanwhile airived 
at a trot in the Takhtapul Valley, and struck across the 
low hills in the same direction as the cavalry, and for 
about a quarter of a mile experienced some difficulty 
in ad\'aneing, owing to tlie very rougli nature of 
the ground. An order was, liowever, received from 
Brigadier-General l^alliser directing the guns to follow 
the kafila road on the left and below the ridge of hills, 
ov'er which tlie cavalry had crossed. After proceeding 
4 or .5 miles, and on reaching the village of Saif-iid- 
din, a large body of the enemy’s horsemen appeared 
on a liill to the right ft’ont about 1,700 yards distant. 
The scouts of the escort repoited that the enemy were 
in great force. Tlierefore, as none of the cavalry or 
infantry .support.s were in sight, the officer commanding 
the battery considered it advisable to retire tlie guns 
slowly for a .short distance, wliile intelligence of the 
position of the enemy was despatched to the infantry, 
who were coming up in rear, 'rhis force of the enenij' 
did not alter its position until the infantry under Colonel 
H. Moore, c.i.k., arrived, and the Brigadier-General 
coming up shortly afterwards from the right, ordered 
the guns to open fire. Captain H. de la M. Hervey, 
1st Punjab Cavalry, was then ordered to advance and 
throw out dismounted skirmishers, wliile tlie guns were 
brought, up behind a mound. After the skirmishers 
had fired some twenty rounds, they remounted and 
retired, ami, a.s expected, the enemy followed in niim- 
bev.s, and were again tired on by the guns witli eflect. 
Tlie main body of the enemy noiv witiidi-ew out of 
range and siglit, but their .skirmishers still held their 






ground, though beyond carbine range, and remained 
hovering about. 'Fhe IVrtgaflier'Gejieral, therefore, 
ordered three companies of the iniantry to be brought 
up; and after a few rounds from two companies of the 
‘ind Balucliis, the effect of wliich could not well be 
aseertaiired owing to the coming darkness, the whole 
force, witli the exception of a strong picquet, retired to 
camp near Saif-iid-din, 

The enemy numbered from 1,000 to 1,200 horsemen 
in all, and their loss M'as estimated at 100 killed and 
wounded; while the casualties among the troops were 
one officer and six men, 15th Hussars, wounded, and one 
jemadar and three sowars, 1st Punjab Cavalry, wounded. 

The enemy retired througii Deh-i-Haji to Kandahar, 
and retreated from Kandahar two days later towards 
Herat. A few of the sanje cavalry came subsequently 
into the British camp and offered to take service with u.s. 

The two divisions of the Field Force, continuing then- 
march without further interruption, effected their 
junction, as had been previously arranged, at Abdur 
Rahman on the ath .lanuary. Here a redistribution of 
tlie cavalry and advance guards took place, after which 
tlie march ^^■as resumed towards Kaiidahar, the divisions 
still moving on separate roads, vid Deli-i-Haji and 
Kushab. 

At Kliushab, about 7 miles south of Kandahar, on 
the 7th .January information reaehed General Stewart 
that Mir Afxal Khan, Go^'ernor of Kandahar, haying 
disarmed tlie two infantry battalions of the garrison, 
had lied towards Herat with only 200 horsemen and 
accompanied by all tlie officials of the city except the 
Deputy Gov ernor or Nail). A t tlie same time a deputa¬ 
tion arrived hearing a letter of submission from the latter. 

At 3.80 p.in. on the following day General Stewart 
arrived at the Shikarpur gate of Kandaiiar, and, with 
the 1st Brigade of each division, marched through the 
city an.d encamped outside the Kabul gate. Tlie 2nd 
brigades had been previously halted some miles from 
Kandaiiar and were kept in rear for a few days. 
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large crowd oC the hi habitants {issenibled outside 
tlie gate to witness the arrival of the troops, and miinbers 
more lined the streets along which they passed. Titeir 
uttitude i\'as perfectly impassive, .showing neither i'ear, 
hostility, nor pleasure. The shops in tiie .streets and 
the bazaar were open, witli the exception of tlie larger 
establishments whose owners liad lost confidence on the 
departure of the late Governor, 

On the following day the troop.s entered tlie city 
i'reely. The sliop,s were all opened, and although it was 
not considered necessary to quarter any large liody of 
troops within the city, guards were staSoned at each 
of the gates, and a wing of the 25th l*unjah Infiintry 
occupied the square in the centre of the town,' 

Tiie first tew' days of the British occupation were 
marked by hvo acts of violence, the first of which, 
however, had no connection witii the bearing of the 
Afghans towards the invading army. On the afternoon 
of the 10th January, Major O. B. St. John, Political 
Officer, Wits riding through the town with an orderly 
and accompanied by Nawab Ghulam Husain Khan, who^ 
had been appointed to conduct the civil government of 
the city, when a man suddenly sprang forward and fired 
a pistol full in Major St. Jolinls face. The iiorse lie was 
riding fortunately swerved, and the bullet rais.scd, The 
assassin then drew sword, but was (piickly felted by 
the orderly, captured, and imprisoned. Almost im¬ 
mediately afterwards, in another part of the town, 
IJeutenant H. V. Willis, of E-i, Royal Artillery, was 
attacked by a fanatic while standing in front of a shop, 
and .severely stabbed with a long knife, 'fhe man rushed 
through the crowd and wounded several soldiers, but 
was stopped by Captain Hervey, 1st Punjah Cavalry,^ 
and then cut dowui and killed by a mounted trooper of 
tlie 2nd Punjab Cavalry. Lieutenant \^'Lllis’s wound 

' 'rhe adviitice ojj KandaTiar ROt effected without cousideralde wH.sUig'o 
in tmnspijrt. Many of the hired eaniels were in poor condition when lirfit 
engaged^ and their owners did not accompany them to Kandahar; 11diJ2 
tlead canielR were cfninted on tiiR road Wtw^een (haman and Kandahar after 
the advance. 
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wiis found to be %'ery serious, and lie died a few days 
afterwards. These oceiiri’enees produced some distiirb- 
iince in the city, but the people shut tlieir shops quietly; 
and though the streets could not bo cleared, strong 
patrols moved about them. All stray soldiers were 
ordered back to camp, and after a time the excitement 
abated. (.)n enquiry the man who liad attempted to 
assassinate Major St. John proved to he a Piithan .sepoy, 
formerly in the service of the Khan of ICalat, whence 
he laid deserted. It appeared that he had mistaken 
Major St. John for Major Sandeman, for whom he 
iiad conceived an inten,se liatred. 

On the 14th January^ tlie following troops were 
detailed to form the garrison at Kandahar, and to take 
lip their quarters in the citadel: 


CiAi-fisoii 111 tlic citadel oi’ 
Kaiidabar Brigadier* 

General NiittalL 


'1st Punjab Cavalry* 
E-4, Royal Artiileiy. 
5-11 j Royal Artillery, 
fi-ll j Koyai Artillery* 
5Utli Foot (vi'ing)* 

12tli Bengal Juifiutry. 
2Gth Punjab Infantry. 


JMajor St. John remained at Jiandahar as Political 
offieei', and the Nawab GJuilam Husain Khun as Civil 
Governor. Captain W. lli.sset, Assistant Field Engineer, 
and Ijieutenant-Colonel C. S. Lane, Assistant Com- 
luissaiy-General, formed the .staff; and IJeuteiiaiit 
Worgan and signallers of the 51)th kept up signalling 
communication between the citadel and botli divisions. 

Gn the same date the TJeutenant-Gcneral ^vith 
the head-cjuartei’s 1st Division and the 2nd (lirigadier 
Huglies’s) Brigade left Kandahar to execute a recou- 
nfi!s.sance in force to Kakt-i-Ghilsiai, wliile Major-General 
Ihtldtilph was ordered to undertake a .similar movement, 
with the 2iid Division, towards the Helmand. 

The march of the 1st Division was ordered as 
follows: 


' Far tlic distribution of tlic 5* AfgliiiHiistuu I'leld Force on Lbli^ dale. 
Appendix IX. 
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(;av:ilry 
day's nlarch m 
ad\fnjcu under Bri- 
d icr-Oei le rn L i"ai le - 


jMaiu column ami head- 
<]iiartera. 


One day's march hi rear. 


f 1 f>tU i f ufksarP, 

J dth Bcui^ai Cavalry, 
i Jf)t!i IJeri^al Ijaucecs, 

IA-Bj Royal Harse Artillery 

l>-2j Royal AThillejy. 

*j-4j Royal Artillery, 

11"] Ij lU^al Artillery (4 uumutaiu 
j Toot (wiijj!^), 

I 12th lloij^jal iMtaiitry. 

Lf3rd Gurkhas, 


12i]d Tjjfaiitry Brigade 
under Jiri^adier* 


J 


:2d*0th Rifies, 


(Z^ 

15tU 

vBoth Punjab Infantry* 


General Hughes- 

llriKadr. lAitder Briga- 
I dior-General Ikrter. 


I .caving Kanrliihar on the 14th, ii party of the 
iidvMiiee guard, under Colonel J. Browne, k,.f„, reached 
Ivulat-i-Gliibai without opposition on the 2()th January, 
iUid entered the fort. The garrison, which had consisted 
of some oOO or 600 of the Amir’s militia, luvd retreated 
towards Ghazni, after first removing the large stores of 
grain and forage which had been collected in the fort, 
into the neighbouring villages, to prevent their falling 
into the harids of the British. 

The Iheutenant-Geneml arrived at Kabit-i-Ghilzai 
on the 22nd January, and the main body of the 1st 
Division remained encamped there until the 2nd 
February. This time was utilised to obtain a complete 
survey and reconnaissance of the surrounding countiy. 
The temper of the neighbouring sections of the great 
Ghilzai tribe was found on the whole to be friendly, 
although little dependence could be placed on them, 
iuid mrproteeted stragglers w'ere always liable to be 
attacked. All requisitions were, liow'ever, complied 
with, and supplies came in freely. 

J'owards the end of January two reconnoitring 
columns were de.spatched respectively into the Argluin- 
dub and Arghastan Valleys, neitlier of which was well 
know'n. The first, composed of two guns 11-11, Royal 
Artillery, one squadron 19th Bengal Lancers and tlie 2Sth 
Punjab Infantry, and commanded by Colonel Barton, 
left Kalat-i-Ghilzai on the 24th January, marched to 
Sehlura, whence large quantities of gi’aiii were i^ent 
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back Lo divisional head-quarters, and after a thonnigh 
reeoiHiaissaiice and survey of the district returned by 
Arginwu, Chimirtu and SoKiiai to Kandahar, where the 
column arrived on the 28th February. 

The second column was commanded by Colonel 
H. W. Eyall, 8tb Bengal Cavahy, and was composed 
of tw'o guns 11-11, Royal Artillery, 100 sabres 15th 
Hussars, and the head-quarters and one scpiadron 8th 
Bengal Cavaliy. This tiohiinn was also joined on the 
1st February by the Urd Gurkhas under Colonel A. Pater¬ 
son. Moving by Akram Khan and Wali Muhammad 
Kala the force crossed the Kiuishk-i-rud Vallej' to 
Sundarzai on the iVrghastan River. The only notice¬ 
able incident of the march was an attack made on the 
camp at Yi'^ali Muhammad Kala by three ghazin sup¬ 
ported bj'- a small body of armed men on foot and a 
tew horsemen. The leading men w^ere shot down as 
tiiey dashed into the camp, and the re.st immediately 
fled up the hills pursued for some distance by the 
Giirk ha.s. W ith this exception no hostility or opposition 
was met with, either from the population of the villages 
or the chiefs. 

On tlie 21st February the column marclied 5 miles 
to camp at Mandi Hissar, wdiere it was broken up, the 
15th Hussars joining the head-quarters of the regiment, 
then at Mandi Hissar en route to India. The 8th 
Bengal Ca\'airy, also ordered to India, was here joined 
by a troop which had been on detsielied duty, and 
remained at the same camp. The two guns 11-11, 
Royal Artillery, escorted by tlie wing of tlie 8rd 
Gurkhas under Colonel Paterson, rejoined the camp 
of Lieutenant-General Stewart’s force outside Kandahai' 
on the 22nd February, 

Meanwhile the Ijieiitenant-Gcneral with the head¬ 
quarters of the 1st Di^•ision, after remaining at Kalat-i- 
(Biilzai till the 2nd February, had marched back to 
Kandahar, where he arrived on the 11th F'ebruary. 

It is necessary now' to return to the 2iid Division, 
which left Kandahar on the 16th January to execute 


ON TO GIRISHK 


169 


a re(H)nnait)fiajice in i'orce to Girishk aiid the Helraand. 
'I’he column was (HJtnposed as folhjws; 




- n iim teiFs 
2iifi Division 
uncUiT Miijor- 
(ienfiral 
A. S. Uid- 

dirlplij ji.A, 


.lay's mardi iu front 'V*#'’ 

Lieutenant B. L. V, Jlailly, CoTiimis.yariat Officer, 
(.'aptiiin W. A* i^i^Fencej 1 Vans port Officer. 

Ar niter if, H-l, Royal Artillery. 

hl-U, Royal Artiilery 
\ (2 giuis). 

I No. (reslnnvar) Mountain 
\ Battery (4 giois), 

l/iciiteiiant IL f .. E* Lucas, ConnUTSsariat Officer* 
Lieutenant \1, I\. Martin, Transport Officer, 


Lieutenant - Colonel 
Mmurier, a. a. 


Krigineerji. 

('uth Company Sappers. 
W. J lOtli Company Snippers, 
1 Field Park. 

'^Two pontoon boat.H. 
Lieutetmnt-CJolonel iL Moorej Prditicai Officer* 
Capbviii Luckliardtj Prinuipal Commissariat Officer* 


Licutenan t-Colouel 

Hichensj Ji,c, 


Jnjimtrg Brigtfde. 

rTOtli Foot. 

Brigadier - General U* J tilth Punjab Infautrj'* 
Lacy |tl2nd Pimjah I^ioneers. 

'2iHli Bombay fnfautn^. 

Major II* J. Barton J Executive C-ommissiariat Officer. 
Captain W. G* lliomas^ Trsnspoi-t Officer. 
\Lieutenant J* E* Dickie, n.E*^ in charge of signalling* 


Sup]dies for tiiree days for natives anti for tw'enty 
days for British troops were provided on leaving Kan- 
daluir. No forage for cattle was taken. All the camels 
and haggiige animals available ^vere required for tlie 
carriage of the force thus equipped; tliese were procured 
with some difficulty, and contained a large number of 
weak and sickly animals. 

The movement towards Girislik was made eliidly 
wdtli a view to tap neiv sources of .supply, feed the 
force, examine tlie country, and await f'urtiier orders. 
Rapid movements were, therefore, unnecessary and 
w'ould, indeed, have been difficult mth the traiispoil; at 
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huiitl, and 'vvi.th the obligation iinposed on the force of 
procuring supplies from the eoiintry traversed. 

d’he eolunin reached Karez-i-Ata, 31 miles from 
Kandahar, on the 23rd January. Thence two roads 
strike off to Girishk, of which Jlajor-Genera] Riddiilph 
chose the southern and longer one as it pas.sed througli 
a comparatively better supplied district. At the sanjc 
time Colonel O. V, Tanner, 2nd Baluch Rcginient, 
with a small detachment was despatched by tlie direct 
road via Khushk-i-Nakhud to cover the right flank of tlie 
column. On the 26th January such difficulty was found 
in obtaining .supplies for the division from the barren 
country through which it had to pass that General 
laicy’s brigade was ordered to fall back on Karez-i-Ata, 
and to draw its supplies from Kandahar, the advance 
guard being first, reinforced by No. 8 (Peshawar) Moun¬ 
tain Batteiy, the 10th Company of Sappers with the 
pontoons, and the 82nd Pioneer.s: on the 3Xst Jarnuiiy 
half a battalion of the 2nd Raluchi.s (29th Bombay) also 
joined the advance column from Cleneral I racy’s brigade. 
With this force the Major-General advanced to tlie 
Helmand, and arrived at Abazai opposite Girislik on 
the 29th Januaiy. 'I'he fort of Girishk on the further 
.side was immediately occupied, and ground selected for 
camps on both .sides of the river. On the right bank 
General Palliser commanded with the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry, 3rd Sind Horse, Sappers, and 32nd Pioneeivs, 
^vilo were encamped south of the fort facing the direc¬ 
tion of the Herat road. The divisional head-quai'ter.s 
and veinaiiiilor of the force remained on the left hank of 
the river. 

The halt on tlie Helmand lasted from the 2rid to 
the 13th February, during which time the whole force 
was fully occupied either with the duties of obtaining 
supplies, with reconnaissances and surveys, or with the 
task of arranging a fei’iy and commencing tlie con¬ 
struction of a trestle bridge over the river from rough 
timbers obtained on the spot. The bridge was not 
completed, 
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the middle of February the supplies in the 
vicinity of Gii-ishk were beginning to fail. 'To relieve 
the district, therefore, a reconnaissance in force was 
despatched .southwards under Colonel Nieholetts to 
Kala Bist, and the opportunity was taken to complete 
the survey already comment’ed between the Helmand 
and Argliandab Rivers. This column was also joined 
by Major-General Biddulph and staft* On the 15th, 
however, orders were received for the return of the 
division to Kandahar, in view of the reduction of the 
Southern Afglianistan Field Force, and arrangements 
were accordingly commenced with that object. 

All the eounti’y in the vicinity of Girislik had been 
drained of supplies; and before a move could be effected 
the arrival of a convoy from the Gurmsel district, with 
supplies collected from 30 to 40 miles to the .south¬ 
west, had to be awaited. Nevertheless by the 22nd the 
whole of the force on the right hank of the nver was 
moved across, iind on the 23rd the retirement began, 
tlie cavalry brigade under General Palliser acting as the 
rear guard. Meanwliile rumours were rife of a hostile 
movement amongst flie Alizai Duranis of Zamindawar, 
and a small force was sent up the left bank of the 
Helmand under command of Colonel !Malcolmson, 3id 
Sind Horse, to w'atch the fords from Zamindawar in 
tlie neighbourhood of Sarwan Kala and Sangin; this 
body encamped the same evening at Haidarabad. Next 
day Colonel Malcolm.son's detachment fell back on 
Yakhclial, and thenceforwfu'd became the rear guard of 
the division, moving one march in rear of Major-General 
Kiddulph’s force duiing its retiremezxt on Kandahar. 

j\t 7 p.ni. on the 2{)th Febmary a note from Colonel 
Maleolmson readied the Major-General commanding 
the 2nd Division, then encamped at Karez-i-Ata, stating 
that he had been attacked by considerable number.s 
of the enemy, and asking for reinforcements. Uefore, 
iiowever, the reinforcements reached the rear guai’d, 
the enemy had been defeated and driven off under the 
following circumstances. 
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Colonel Maloobn.soTJ with his detachnieat (.'Ird Sind 
Horse, 2G6 sabres; 29th Bombay Infarjtry, 118 rifles) 
liad encamped on the 2f)th at Kiiiishk-i-Nakhud, when 
at 4),20 p.nj. the videttes reported that a body of tlie 
enemy w”is advancing to attack the camp. ^J'he enemy 
were visible in very large numbers advancing ft'om the 
tlie with flags flying, over the crest of some 

j-ising ground, miles from the camp. The troops 
fell in and the infantry were ordered to advance, and 
to get the enemy as soon as possible under their fire, 
and then to draw tliem on by retiring into the ojjcn 
ground, whicih extended for about a mile to the front 
and left of the camp. 

The infantry opened fire at about 500 yards, on 
wliich the enemy, apparently to avoid the fire, edged of! 
to their right, thus overlapping the left of the troops, 
their intention evidently being to pass the Hank of the 
troops and to occupy the huts and walled gardens of 
the village of Sultan Aii Khan on our left. In this, 
liowever, they were frustrated by tlie advance of the 
ard Sind Horse, under Major W. Reynolds, who 
charged tlieir left centre, and after a fierce hand-to- 
hand fight lasting about ten miimte.s the enemy were 
forced to retreat tliougli .still disputing the ground 
fiercely. 

Major Reynolds was now ordered to pursue, while 
Colonel Malcolmson, with a portion of his men, tried Lo 
intercept a sniall body of the enemy who were making 
for Sultan AM Khan; but a broad and deep kare?; 
defeated his purpose, and the Afghans succeeded in 
reaching .shelter. ,An infantry attack on the village 
was ordered, and only countermanded in consequence 
of a report (wliich proved to be a false alar in) that an 
attack was! tlireatened against the opposite side of the 
camp. Meanwhile the cavalry and part of the infantry 
had pursued the enemy’s leR wing for some disi;ance 
when, as night was falling, tlie troops were recalled, the 
camp was struck, and the camp equipage, treasure, etc., 
placed in an enclosure adjoining tlie Nupiai Fort. This 
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position was tield during tho night, which, however, 
passed quietly. 

The strength of the enemy was computed to have 
been 1,500 men, of whom .500 were gUazis\and 50 
cavalry. Abu liakka, a notorious robber chief, was 
reported to have been killed, and 200 others. 

Major Reynolds, 3rd Sind Horse, early in the affair 
received a bullet wound, but still led his squadron to 
the attack, and so became engaged in personal encoun¬ 
ters witli several of the enemy, when his horse fell w'ith 
him in a karez, and before he could recover himself 
he was cut down and hacked to pieces. The casaialties 
included also four men of the cavalry killed and Colonel 
Malcolmson and twenty-three men wounded, besides 
a loss of twenty-eight horses. 

On the 27th February the main column halted, and 
the Major-General and staff, with signallers, rode back 
to Khushk-i-Nakhud, returning with Colonel Maleolm- 
son’s rear guard, which rejoined tlie head-quarters of 
the 2nd Division the same evening. I’he next day the 
division marched to Hauz-i-Madat, and on the 1st of 
March reached Sinjiri, whence the head-quarters and 
most of the troops reached the camp outside Kandahar 
on tlie 2nd Marcli. 

While the operations detailed above were in progi'ess 
but little had occurred to disturb the troops left at 
Kandahar and the garrisons of the various posts on the 
line to India, Some outrages were, however, committed 
towards the end of .January in the neighbourhood of 
Spin Baidak by a band of marauders under a chief 
named Lashkar Khan. A small column was sent out 
from Chaman to punish the offending villages, and in 
a skirmish on the 21st .January a party of 26 sabres 
3rd Sind Horse and 10 sabres 1st Punjab Cavalry under 
1 lieutenant H. Wells, li.K., scattered the marauders, 
killing Lashkar Khan, his two sons, and his nephew. 

Early in February instructions were received by 
Lieutenant-General Stewart relative to the return to 

religmuH fonatici?, 
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India of part of the South Afghanistan Field Force, 
and accordingly on the 13th idem tlic following were 
ordered to hold themselves in readiness for the 
inarch: 


15th llmsMs. 

8th Bengal Cavalry, 

E-4«, Hoyai Artillery, 

I-l, Koyal ArUilury, 
Pe.shawar Moimtain Battery, 
70th Foot, 


liit (tiirkhas, 

1tli (Kalal>ihihai) Benga 1 
Infantry, 

1st Punjab Infantry. 

^(jth Punjab Infantry, 

3^nd Pioneers, 


5th and 9th Companies Sappers and Miners, 

The column was ordered to proceed by tlie T\ml- 
Cvhotiali route into the Derajat, thus opening up a road 
tlie probiible value of wiiicli had long been urged by 
military authorities, Major-General Biddulph was 
appointed to command the force^ and the above-named 
corps left Kandahar or tlie surrounding posts between 
tlie end of February and tlie 15th JWarcln 

In consequence of tins reduction the force remaining 
in rVfghanistan was reorganised as follows, Brigadier- 
General Hughes being placed in command at Kandahar 
for the direction of all garrison and camp duties : 

A riiikr^ Dhmmh 

Colonel A, C. Johnsory Commanding, 

Captain J, Keith, Adjutant, 

IJeutenaivt F, C, W. hh[.staeey k,h,a,. Orderly OHieer. 

lio/jal Ev>ginefTs\ 

Lieutenant-Colonel W, HiehetiH, Comniaiulirji^, 

Staff liefore. 

Cavalrt/ 

lirigadier-Geiieral (\ I J. .Palliser, Conmiaiiding, 

1st Punjab Cavalry. IBth Beiig^il Ijaucers, 

^iid Fupjab t^avalry, 3rd Sind Horsie, 

Ir^antri/ 

Brigadier-General K, Barter, Comiuaudin^, 

^2-60til Rifles, 15tli Sikhs. 

^5th Punjab Intantiy. 
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Infantnj Brigade, 

Brigadier-General H. J. Hughes, Coiiimaiirlitig. 

59th Foot. iJrd Giirklms, 

g9th Bombay Infantry (2iid Bahichis). 

The remainder of the spring passed almost without 
incident. Rumours reached Kandaliar from time to 
time of the activity at Herat of Ajuib, the younger 
brother of Yakub Khan; and the Durant rising in 
Zamindawar occasioned a good deal of disorder in the 
valley of the Helmand, round Girishk; but almost 
the only open hostility against the British occurred in 
the Peshin district, where on the 37th March a party of 
30 sabres 1st Punjab Cavalry, and 170 rifles 30th Bom¬ 
bay Infantry, under Major F. T, Ilumfrcy, was attacked 
by fi large body of Barechis near Saiadbut, in Sliorawak. 
I’be enemy were completely dis^^ersed, and the collision 
did much to effect the tranquillising of the district. 
Meanwhile several important reconnaissances were in 
progress, notably that of the Khakrez district executed 
in April by a force under Brigadier-Oeneral Palliser, c.n,, 
and tlie survey of the Toba Plateau by Captain H. 
t'N^ylie in May. 

At the end of the latter month, as has been seen, 
the Treaty of Gaiidaniak was concluded, but it was 
decided, chiefly on account of the itnpracticability of 
retiring in the hot season, that the witlKlrawal of the 
British forces could not take place till the autumn, and 
no alteration took place, tlierefore, in the location of 
the troops (see Appendix X.). On the 28rd .fuly 
Sardar Sher i\li Khan, who w'sis appointed Governor 
of Kandahar under Yakub Khan, arrived at the city, 
j'.nd arrangements were immediately made between him 
and the Lieutenant-General for the administration of 
the town and district peiiiUng the evaeufition of the 
country by tlie Britisli. During the summer some 
further reconnaissances were effected, but the efforts of 
the autliorities were principally directed to^vards meet¬ 
ing a serious outbreak of ctiolera, from which tlie troops 




in MASSACRK AT KABUI. 

both at QiietUi and Kandahar suffered severely during 
July and August. At the end of August detailed 
orders were publi,shed relative to the return of the 
South Afghanistan Field Force to India, and the 
evacuation actually began on the 1st September, when 
the movement was suddenly stopped by the news of 
an outbreak at Kabul on the 3rd September and the 
massacre there of the British Resident and his escort. 
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CHAPTER VI 


FROM 'I'HE I'EAfJR Ol-' GANOAMAK TO THK MASSACRE 
OF THE KABUL EMBASSY. 

On the 7th .July, 1879, n despiitcli was sent by the 
Government of India to Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State, which, after setting forth the circumstances 
immediately preceding the rupture with the Amir Sher 
All Khan, and describing the strategic weakness of the 
Indian frontier before the war, alluded to the principal 
objects which the Government hoped to attain after 
the unprovoked affront received from the Amir had 
been appropiiately avenged. Foremost among these 
objects was t!ie more complete establishment of British 
influence in Afghanistan, and the rectification of tiie 
frontier, for which (says the despatch) “no great 
extension of territory was required. All we needed 
was the permanent c;onrimand, not of passes extending 
far into the interior of the vast mountain tract beyond 
our border, but of those which, piercing the extreme 
eastern edge of that tract as it rises immediately above 
tile plains of India, constitute the only practicable 
approaches to our empire from beyond its northern and 
western confines. The main defiles of the Mohinand 
and Afridi hills, converging towards Pesliawar, are 
peopled by independent tribes and liave nev er belonged 
to the Amirs of Kabul. For the command of these 
passes it would probably suffice, after clearing them of 
tlie Amir’s troops, to reserve to ourselves the payment 
and control of the pass tribes. 

“ 'Fhe valley of the Kumim, rising eastward from 
the Punjab border between Kohat and 'Thai, terminates 
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at the Shutargardan, a high ridge ol' the Safed Koh 
range. And an army holding tliat position would 
command, on the one side Kabul and Gliaiinij on the 
othei', easy access into India. Our southern frontier, 
as before obaerved, had been greatly strengthened by 
oiir arrangements with Kalat, which gave ns a strong 
position above the Bolan Pass. From ^^''estern 
Afghanistan, however, all the approaches to this 
position debouch in tlie fertile district of Pesliin, which, 
bounded by the Khwaja Amran range, constitutes the 
great natural granary of Quetta. Holding Peshin, and 
commanding the issues of the Khojak Pass, we could 
de.seend at will upon the plains of Kandahar, or advance 
to meet an enemy in the open field; whilst no enemy 
could debouch upon our own plain.s by the IJolan 
without Hr.st besieging and taking Quetta (no easy 
task), and then forcing a long and difficult pa.ss, of 
which w'e hold the issues. For these reasons we 
regarded the permanent military command of the 
Kurrain and Peshm districts as es.sential to the com¬ 
plete rectification of our frontier. But all .such objects 
could certainly be attained without whole.sale annexa¬ 
tion, anti possibly even without any actual acquisition 
of territory.” 

I'iie despatch then empliasises the unpopularity of 
Slier Ali'.s military rule in Afghanistiui, the downfall 
of vvliieli ivoiild not, therefore, en.sure the hostility of 
t.lie Alglian people. Thence it proceeds to describe 
tlie operations of the campaign, pausing only to con¬ 
sider the question of the advance to Kandahar in the 
follmving paragraph: 

“ Our longest line of operations lay in the direction 
of Kandaiiar. And it was, therefore, necessary that 
tile foi’c;c operating on this line should be proportionally 
•Stronger, as, Mdiilst its transport and supply were more 
difficult, the rapidity of its movement.s v'as le.ss essential 
to the primary objects of the campaign than that of the 
Khyber and Kuiratn Columns. In order to cripple the 
financial resources of the Amir, it w'as deemed desirable 
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to expel his authority ftrjin the riciiest districts of 
Western Afgliaiiistan; and for the purpose the tem¬ 
porary occupation of Kandahar was c;learly requisite. 
Such a measure, moreover, was dictated by two other 
considerations of a more far-reaching character. In the 
event of a complete disintegration of tiie Kabul power, 
we could not allow Kandahar to fall into the hands of 
any chief or state w^hose possession of it w-'e had not 
previously approved on conditions dictated by our¬ 
selves ; and in the event of re-established relations 
with a ruler of united Afghanistan, tlie power of 
restoring Kandahar to such a ruler, also on our own 
conditions, could not fail to give us a most advantageous 
position ft'om whicli to negotiate the terms of peace. 
The pt?nnanent retention of Kandaliar, however, has 
never formed part of our political programme. And 
no endeavour has been spared during the war to render 
our temporal*}' occupation of it as little burdensoitie 
as possible to its inhabitiuits. The command of the 
Kandahar force was entrusted to Cicneral Steivart. 
And his instructions w*ere to carry out a reconnaissance 
in force as far as the Hehnand and Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
asceitaining the features and resources of the eountiy 
in tliat direction, and attacking any enemy he might find 
within striking distance, hut not establishing himself at 
any point beyond Kandahar.’" 

Having related the course of events which led to 
the Peat;e of Cfandamak, the despatch treats of the 
particulars of the Treaty, and again refers to tlie 
territorial question as follows • 

“ Tlie territorial concessions imposed upon the Amir 
are light, and involve no permanent alienation of any 
part ol the dominions claimed by his Govermnent. 
The Khyber Pass has never formed part of those 
dominions, while the districts of Peshin, Sibi, and 
Kurrani are retained by the British Goi'ernment under 
an assignment. For the iietter protection and scmu'ity 
of our frontier, and for tlie proper maintenance of 
communications with our advanced garrisons, which 
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will observe and command the three principal passes 
into India, it Was essential that these three districts 
stioiild remain in our hands. But ive have entertained 
no projects for establishing ourselves permanently in 
the interior of the country, or for occupying any posts 
not absolutely required for the defensive purposes 
explained in the llth paragraph of this despatch. 
Accordingly, the towns of Kandahar and .Talalabad 
are restored by tlie 'I'l’eaty of Gandamak to the Amir 
of Kabul. Tire passes of the Khojak raoiintains will 
!)e carefully kept under our own control; and it is 
probable that the hill skirts of the Peshin country, like 
the upper districts of the Kurram Valley, will provide 
fresh and \'alliable sanitaria for our troops. But the 
local experience recently acquired by our expedition 
into Western Afghanistan has fully confirmed our 
previous impression, that the strategic value of Kan¬ 
dahar exists only in connection with a system of 
frontier defence much more extensive than any we now 
require, or have ever contemplated. It is reported to 
be a position of no material strength ; it can be easily 
turned ; and the surrounding country could not support 
a large military force. Kiuidahar is now easily acces¬ 
sible from our advanced position in Peshin, and can, 
at any time, he occupied without difficulty; but the 
permanent occupation of it (involving the maintenance 
of long liries of communication) would have considerably 
increased our military expenditure without strengthen¬ 
ing our military position. It is, however, mainly on 
political grounds that the retention of Kandahar was 
excluded from the conditions of the Treaty of (ianda- 
mak. Such a condition would have been extremely 
painful to the Amir, and detrimental to the strength 
and credit of his Crovernment, Without Kandahar it 
would be difficult for the central authority at Kabul 
to maintain any efFeetive liold upon I-Ierat; and tlie 
foreign occupation of .so important a city, in the interior 
of Ills dominions, would have been inconsistent with 
those relations of friendship and mutuiil confidence 
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■whicih the 'J'l-eaty wiis designed to establisli lietween 
the British Government and the Amir of A%hiinist!in. 

“ Similar objections applied to the retention of Jala¬ 
labad. As a military position, that town offers no 
lid vantages not better secured by a garrison on the 
Landi Kotal ridge. It can at any moment be .seized 
by a rapid adi'anee irom tlie Kliyber; and to liold it as a 
permanent frontier garrison would require the prolonga¬ 
tion, as far as Gandamak, of a troublesome line of mili¬ 
tary eommiiiiication.s. Such an extension of our frontier, 
though^ necessarily increasing our permanent military 
expenditure, would also, no doubt, increase our per¬ 
manent political iiiHueiice over the adjacent tribes and 
petty chiefships to the north-east of the frontier thus 
extended. But the only political advantage thereby 
acquired would be the means of utilising those tribes 
and chiefships as a barrier, in case of need, ajpiinst the 
action of any ho.stile power at Kabul; and for the 
control or punishment of such action material guaran¬ 
tees, far more effectual, are provided by the Treaty, 
whicli secures to us the pemranent military command of 
Kabul from the crest of the Shutargardan. In short, 
we have framed the Treaty with an earnest desire to 
render the conditions of it not only consistent witli, but 
also conducive to, the maintenance of that friendly and 
mutually advantageou.s footing on which it re-establishes 
pur relations witli Afghanistan; and from those rela¬ 
tions we have laboured to eliminate every appreciable 
cau.se of Irritation and disunion.” 

The despatch concludes with a tribute to the conduct 
of the troops engaged in the campaign, a sentiinent 
which was repeated with greater detail in an Order of 
the GovernorAfeneral in Council dated the IJth July. 

On the 4th August a vote of tlianks was moved in 
both Houses of Parliament to the "V Jeeroy of India, the 
("oinmander-in-Chief, and the military forces engaged ; 
while a despatch from the Secretary of State to the 
Governnieht of India, dated the 7th August, conveyed 
the cordial -Hp^jroval of Her Majesty’s Government of 
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the several articles of the Treaty of Gandaniak as well 
as of the genera! policy of the Indian Government. 

Meantime, immediately on the conclusion of the 
'I’reaty of Gandainak, the Amir Yakub Khan returned to 
Kabul, while Major Cai agnari proceeded to Simla to 
report personally to the Viceroy on the late events, and 
to discuss the future action of the Government. 

For every reason it was deemed desirable that, in 
accordance with tlie terms of the Treaty, and with the 
Amir's own proposal (a.s expressed in his letter to Major 
Ciivjignari of the 29th March), the British Resident 
should take up lus appointment at Kabul without delay. 
Major Cavagnari was himself nominated for tiiis impor¬ 
tant post, and during his .stay at Simla the constitution 
of his staff and escort was carefully con.sidered. 'J’he 
circumstances un<lei’ wliich he was about to repair to 
Kabul, namely, at the special dedre of the Amir, 
to reside as a friend at the Amir’s capital, within the 
Amir’s own stronghold and in close proximity to the 
Amir’s own residence, precluded the possibility of his 
being acc:ompiinied by a strong military force, sucli as 
had been detailed to accompany Sir Ke^dlle Chamber¬ 
lain’s mission. Moreover, the dangeis to which the 
Embassy was specially liable were such as might be 
provoked by quaiiels or misimderstanding between the 
excitable townspeople and tlie soldiers of the escort. It 
was, therefore, at Major Cavagnari’s per.sonal request 
that his staff and escort were reduced to most moderate 
dimensions, and were finally restricted to a secretary, 
Mn Jenkins, a medical officer. Dr. A. H, Kelly, and a 
military uttacht?. Lieutenant W. PI. P. Plamilton, in 
charge of a carefully picked escort of twenty-five Guides 
Cavalry and fifty infantry of the same corps. 

Major Cavagnari left Simla on the 6th July, 1879, 
and arrived at Thai, on the Ilritisli frontier, on the 
14th idem. The following day he joined Major-General 
Roberts’s headquarters at Kurram, whence he was 
escorted by the Ma^jor-CTeneral and a small force of all 
arms to Karatiga in the Plazar .Darakht defile, where 



w£LS the new frontier line between British Afgluiriistim 
and tht! dominions of t)ie Aniir. Here the Envoy wa,s 
received by Savdar Khiishdil Khan, late Governor of 
Turkistaii, who hud been deputed by the Amir to 
conduct him to Kabul, and on the 19th July Major 
Cavugnuvi took leave of General Roberts and, with his 
escort, joined the Afghan camp. On the following day 
tlie march towards Kabul was continued, the capital 
being reached on the 24th, Tiie Embassy was met 
with every token of friendsliip and respect, and its 
members were lodged in a commodious building, eou- 
sideretl one of the best dwelling houses in Kabul, 
situated in the Bala Hissar, about Si'id yards from the 
Amir’s palace. 

Throiigiiotat tlie montli of August the demeaiiour 
of the Amir towards the Embassy was most friendly, 
and altliough the unsettled state of the country indi¬ 
cated that Yakub Khan’s authority wa,s small beyond 
the walls of Ins capital, while the mullm and the anti- 
Britisli party lost no opportunity of exciting the liostility 
of the peo]jIe towards the British alliance, yet tlie 
Envoy {who liad meantime been created a Kniglit Com¬ 
mander of the Bath ) appeared satisfied Math the good 
faith of the iVmir, and Tvith the position of the Embassy 
at Kabul. As late as the 9()th August, Sir Louis 
Ciavagnari wrote as follows :—“I personally believe that 
Yakub Klian will turn out to be a very good ally, and 
that we sliall be able to keep him to his engagements.” 
How ill-founded was tliis belief, or at least liow little 
reliance could be placed on the Amir’s authority over 
his turbulent subjects, was soon to be but too clearly 
proved. J'he stoiy of the tragedy which brought to an 
end this second attempt on tiie part of the Britisli 
Government to establisli an envoy at the Afghan C'ourt 
is^ best told in the words of one of the few credible 
witnesses who survived to tell the tale, Resaldar- 
Majov Naldishband Khan, of the Guides Cavalry, who 
was on furlough at the village of Afshar, 2 miles 
from Kabul, when the events related occurred. 
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“ Some two or three days after the arriva). of Sir Xjorus 
Cavagnari and the .Mission, six regiments of infantry 
arrived at Kabul from Herat. They encamped for 
three days at Deh-i-Xiori, about one kos distant from 
Kabul. On the morning of the fourth day they 
marched in order through tiie streets of Kabul, lieaded 
hy their officers, and with bands playing. 'While 
inarch ins along they shouted out, abusing the Envoy by 
name, arcing wliy he had come there, etc. Tliey also 
abused all the Kizilbashes, saying that they were not 
men, and that tliey (the tlerati soldiers) would show 
them how to act. That they would soon put an end to 
Cavagnari. They then marched out of the city to tlieiv 
camp at Sherpur. The residents of the city said 
notliing to them. They appeared neither pleased at what 
^vas gomg forward, nor the reverse. 1 was present when 
this took phice, and at once took the news to the Envoy, 
wlio .said, * Never fear; keep up your heart. Dog.s that 
bark do not bite.’ 1 said, ‘These dogs do bite, and 
there is real danger.’ 

“ 'Xhe Envoy said, ‘ They can only kill the three or 
four of us here, and our deaths will be well avenged.’ 
I then went to Mr. Jenkins and told him what I had 
lieai'd and seen. He asked me if I had been to the 
Envoy ; and if so, what he had .said about it, I told him 
what had passed, and Mr. .Jenkins said, ‘ What the 
Envoy says is very true. The British Government will 
not suffer from lo.sing the three or four of us here,’ 
A day or two after tlii.s, these Xlerati regiments were all 
paid up most of their arrears of pay, and were giyen 
forty days’ leave to visit their homes. At this tiinc^ 
cholera was raging violently. About laO men out oX 
their number died in one day, and the men dispersed to 
their homes in a fright, placing their arms in the Bala 
Ilissar. They did not even wait for their leave certifi¬ 
cates. Up to date none of these troops have returned. 
In my opinion tlie greater part of them will not rejoin, 
though some of them may do so. 'I’he Commander-m- 
Chief {iSipaJi Srifar), Uaud Shah, was present when the 
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troops marehed through the city as above mentioned, 
and was also abused by them. Ble did not reply at all. 
Some of my own countrymen were serving in these 
regiments. On ray asking them w’hat tlie meaning of 
all this was, tliey answered, ‘ Do you think soldiers 
would have anted thus without orders ? \'^'e were 

ortlered to act as w'e did by our officers, and to shout 
out as w'e marched about.’ 1 called upon a well-to-do 
Blindu, whose son is a servant of Sardar Ibrahim Ivhaii 
(the elder brother of Yakub Khan). He knows the 
' ins and outs ’ of what goes on in tlie liouses of the 
great men. He had been to see the Envoy twice before. 
I called him up aiul sent liim to report to the Envoy, 
tie went towards the Residency for that purpose. He 
came back to me and told me that the Amir’s sentry 
would not let him pass, and stoned him. I reported 
this to the Envoy, who said, ‘ It is untrue. The man 
lies.’ The next morning another man endeavoured to 
get speech of the Envoy. This man was also stopped 
by the sentry. 1 don’t know w'ht) this man was. Rut 
I reported this also to the Envoy, iuid asked him, ‘ What 
is the use of you being kept like a prisoner, and no one 
allow'ed to come near you ? ’ 

“ He answered, ‘ I will have that sentry removed.’ 
A day or two alter this the sentry was removed Ijy the 
Envoy’s order. Lieutenant Hamilton was sent to order 
the sentry’s removal, which was accordingly done. 
heard that the Amir wa.s very angry at the removal of 
this sentry. A day or two after this the Envoy asked 
me wliether I knew what the Amir’s intention Wiis — to 
travel with him to the frontier as he had engaged to do 
at Gandamak, or whether he intended not to go '< 

“ I have omitted to mention one thing. Before the 
arrival of the six regiments from Herat mentioned 
above, the Envoy, agi'eeably to a suggestion of mine, 
w'ished to pay Wall Muhammad Khan a ^'■isit to condole 
with him on the death of Iiis mother. The Envoy said 
that he wished, first of all, to ask pe.rmis,sion from the 
Amir bei'ore going, He did so, and the Amir answered. 






‘ Go.’ The Envoy then told me what he iiad done, anti 
said ttiat he intended to visit AA'^ali J\Iuhaniraad Khan 
the next day, ordering me to go and prepare Wall 
JMuhammad Khan for the visit. 1 went to Wall 
JMuliaramad Khan’s house and told him this, and the 
Sardfir made every preparation to receive him. Tlie 
next day, however, the Envoy told me that he had 
asked Ghiaz, the Mdmandar, whether tlie Amir would 
really like his paying this vi.sit; and tliat Ghiaz had 
answered, ‘ No ; the Amir will not like your going.’ I 
then said, ‘ I w^arned the Sardar tliat you were coining ; 
and every one expected that you would have paid this 
visit, and all the Sardars, liearing that you have put it 
olJ’, liave begun to tremble in their heai-ts, saying, ‘ We 
wonder what our fate will be ; if tlie mhib is afraid of 
going, or is unable to go and visit our chief Sardar ? ’ 
When the Envoy asked rne about the Amir’s intentions 
as to his proposed journey with him round his frontier, 
I replied, ‘ He will not go. He has made no prepara¬ 
tions for it at all. If you wish to make fiiither 
eiKiuiries, call the Mustaufi Habibullah Khan.’ The 
Envoy ordered rne to call him. I w'ent to the Mustanji, 
who .said, ‘ I am not well to-day ; 1 will go to-morrow; 
give the sahib my salaui.' I went to the Musitmfi the 
next day at 10 a.m. to call him, as he had promised to 
be with the Envoy at S a.m. ’I’he Mudaujl went to 
the iVinir and stated that the Envoy had called liim. 
The Amir gave him pemiissioii to go ; but said, ‘ Don't 
go alone. ’J’ake Shah Muhammad, the ivitli 

you.’ They, both accompanied me to the presence of 
the Envoy, who made the tliree of us sit down, and 
entered into conversation. He tlien said to them that 
lie had heard that the Arnii' was not treating well the 
Sardars who bad accompanied him (the Envoy); that 
he had stopped giving them the income thej^ were 
entitled to, and which the Amir’s father had given them 
regularly; that they had nothing to live upon, and 
would suffer in consequence; that the British Govern¬ 
ment would not let them be the lo.sers, and would pay 
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their allowances, if the Amir refused to do so, and that 
the Amir would not be pleased at this. The Mustavfi 
said he wa.s unaware that this was the case; that lie 
would mention it to the Amir; and say that, if this 
was tiie case, it was not proper. The Envoy then asked 
the Mm-tmifi whether it was the Ainir’.s intention to 
travel with hini, as promised, or not. Both the Mmlaufi. 
and the Wazir said, ‘ He cannot go this year because 
the country is unsettled; but he will go next year.’ 
The Envoy said, ‘Very well.’ He then asked them 
whether the Arair inten<led to go to meet the Viceroy 
In India. The Jyftixtanifi said, ‘ Yes; he will go about 
December,’ ’I'he Envoy said to them, ‘ Ask the Amir 
again about this.’ They said, ‘ We will ask him.’ 'Die 
Envoy then dismissed them, and asked me ray opinion 
as to whether the Amir intended to go to India or nut. 
I answered, ‘ No; he has thrown up the idea of going 
on this tour ^vith you, and he does not intend going to 
the darbar.’ I heard shoi'tly afterwards from a friend 
of mine that he heard from a friend of his, who w'as 
present at the time, that on tlie Miostaup. and Shah 
Muharnxnad leaving the Envoy, they went straight to 
the /\mir and mentioned what had taken place at tlie 
interview. The Amir wa,s very angry. Tlie Mufttcmfi 
said, ‘ Why are you angry ? If you do not give these 
men anything, and the Rritish Government gives nothing 
to them either, tliey will suffer from actual want.’ The 
Amir then asked Daud Shah wliat he thought of it. 
Daud Shah answered, ‘ I am a soldier. 1 don’t under¬ 
stand this sort of thing. 1 think that the promise wdth 
the Jiritisii at Gandatnak ought to be carried out.’ 'I’he 
vVmir answered, ‘This country is Afghanistan. We 
cannot get on here without practi.sing deceit.’ On tins 
the Naib Shah Muhammad (Farastuni) said. ‘ If this is 
true wliat you say, tliat Afghanistan cannot be managed 
without practising deceit, then we may look upon 
Afghanistan as on the way to ruin; it will go out of 
our hands.’ The Amir made no reply. On hearing all 
1 reported it to Sir Louis Cavagnari, w'ho said, ‘ The 
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Amir can do as he ]ikes.’ {TkLs took plave some eight 
or ten days b(^OTe the ^vd oj Septembev.) About three 
days after tins* tlie Envoy said, ‘ J will go and eall on 
the Arnir to-tnorrow.’ ^Vhen I went to the Amir’s 
clarbar the next day, T saw the Envoy sitting alone 
with the jVmir. When he returned to the Resideney, 
I came and spoke witli him. He told me that lie had 
had a private interview with the Amir which had lasted 
two hours ; that the expression of the Amir’s face was 
a pleased one; that it was the same expression that 
he had seen him wearing at Gandamak. On the 
2nd September, the Envoy told me that he had asked 
Shah Muhammad to secure a house for Nawab Ghiilam 
Hasan Khan somewhere in the Bala Hissar, but away 
from the Residency. 'I'his Shah Muhiimniad had 
refused to do. Tlie Envoy a.sked me to look out for 
one for him, either in the city or the Kizilbash (quarter, 
or some other place than the Residency gi'ound. I had 
selected one, and w'a.s coming towards the Residency 
tlie next morning at seven o’clock to report having done 
so, On aiTiving at the gate of the Bala Hissar, 1 heard 
a report that Daud Shah had been killed by some men 
of a regiment. I went on and sa\\' three regiments and 
a few bazHiir people going toward,sthe Envoy’s quarters. 
1 followed them with two of niy own retainers. Some 
of the men of one of the regiments recognised me, and 
said, ‘Kill him; he is Cavagnari’s father.’ The majority 
of them were unarmed. Some of them had side-arms. 
Two men attacked me with sticks. One .struck me on 
the shoulder, and another struck my hor.se, which reared 
and turned round. I found that I could not get to 
the Envoy’s, .so I went up a by-street to Sardar Y^ali 
Muhammad Kiian’s house; and leaving niy horse in his 
stable, I w'ent inside the house, where 1 found Wall 
Muhammad, who was taking liis bath. I called out to 
him to come out. He did so, and said, ‘ What is the 
matter?’ I said, ‘Men have gone up to kill Cavagnari. 
He said, ‘ Don’t stay below, go upstairs ’; and from 
tliere, 200 yards oft’ through a window I saw all tlxese 
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people go up to the Envoy’s stables and begin stoning 
the />I/CCS, undoing the horses, and phmdering. Some 
went on to where the sowars’ horses were, and began to 
stone the sowais and to plunder and unfasten the horses. 
'Fhe sowars armed immediately, and I then heard two 
or three shots ewdently tired by the sowars. I cannot 
tel) whetlier any damage was done by these .shots. But 
the crowd all retired at once, and some 20{) of tliem 
went to the upper part of the Bala Hissar to fetch their 
comrades, the rest of the soldiers going out by the Shall 
Shahir g,ate of tlie BuUi Hissar to fetch their arms from 
their camp. 

“ I heard that when the men had gone to fetch their 
iti-ms, the Envoy wrote a letter to the Amir and .sent 
it by a diaprmi. I heard that this letter reached the 
Amir; but did not iiear wliether he sent any reply 
or not, 

“ In about half an hour’s time, at about 7.30 or 
8 a.m., the soldiers returned with their arms and a 
regular light began. 

“ Firing went on without intermission on both sides. 
’I'he Afghan soldiers had capital cover, and surrounded 
the Residency on all sides. Tlie officers of the Afghans 
directed their men. They Iwl looted the magazine of 
tlie iipper Bala Idissar, and had''plenty of ammunition 
with them. All the clothing, stores, treasniy, and other 
store-houses are near tlie Residency, '^t'he store-houses 
were looted. They attacked the treasury, but were 
stopped by the regiment on guard there. This regi¬ 
ment W'as, I suppose, about .‘500 strong, and remained 
at the treasury all the day. ’I’he Amir’s liouse is about 
250 yards from that of the Envoy, Besides the regiment 
on duty at the treasury, I stippo,se there were some 
2,000 followers of the Amir, who bad come into the 
Bala His.sar early that morning, who were all round the 
Amir’s house. They were all armed. None of these 
joined the attacking party, though some of them did .so 
at about 2 p.m. I *^ear that the Amir several times 
said, ‘ Some of you go to the Envoy’s a.ssistanee. But 
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■wlienever any did go towards ^vliere the fighting was 
going on, tliey only shouted out ‘ Kill I kill! ’ I'his is 
only hearsay. 

“At about 0 a. in., when the fightmg was going on, 
1 myself sa\v' the four European orficers of tlie Embas.sy 
charge out at the head of some tw^enty-five of the 
garrison. They drove away a party that were holding 
some broken ground. When charged, the jVfgiian 
soldiers ran like sheep before a wolf. About a quarter 
of an hour after this another sally was made by a piu'ty 
with three officers at their head (Cavagnari w'as not with 
them this time), with the same result, A third sally was 
made w-ith two British officers {.Jenkins and Hamilton) 
leading. A fourtji sally was made with a Sikh Jemadar 
leading. No more sallies were made after this. 'I'liey 
all appeared to go up to the upper part of the house, 
and fired from above. At about half'pa.st ele^’en o’clock 
1 noticed part of the building in which the Embas.sy was 
to lie on fire. I do not know who fired it. I think it 
probable that the defenders, finding themselves so few', 
fired part so as to liave a less space to defend. The 
musketry fire went on continually all day. l^erhaps it 
was hottest from 10 a.m. to 3 p.in., after w'liich time 
it slackened. And f.he last shots were fired about 8,30 
or 9 p.m., after wliicli all was quiet, and every one dis¬ 
persed. The next morning 1 heard shots being fired. 
I asked an old w'oman, to wliose liouse I had been sent 
for safety by Sardar \YaIi Muhammad Khan, what was 
going on. Siie sent her son to find out. He sfiid, 

* Tliey are shooting the people found .still alive in tlie 
Residency.’ The whole of the day the dead liodies, 
stripped, remained in the Residency. On the next day 
I heard that tlie bodies of all Muhammadans, Hindus, 
and the tw'o Britisli officers (Hamilton and Dr. Kelly) 
were all thrown together into a place dug for tlie 
purpose. I heart! that the body of Mr. Jenkins was 
taken to the Amir. I know nothing more about it. 
(hn'agnari’s body was not found, f am of the opinion 
that it must have been burnt in the house, f heard 
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on the 4th the soldiers found some money in the 
iency. On liearing this, the Amir posted sentries 
over the house; and on the Stli, caused the bodies to be 
buried. And from other money iie found there, he 
paid each sepoy, of the regiment tliat had guarded the 
treasury a present of Rs. 7 each man, 1 asked Wali 
jMuIiammad Khan to send me to some safe place. He 
gave me three ponies. 1 dressed as a grass-cutter, and 
with one grass-cutter riding one pony in front, and the 
second behind me ^vith the other pony, we got safely to 
Afshar, where I remained in hiding about nine days, 
when, hearing that the J3ritisli force was at the Slmtar- 
gardan, 1 travelled by night and reached that place in 
safety, and reported myself to the Brigadier-Geiieriil 
cortuuanding tfiere. On about the 19th or 14tii of 
September, the man in whose house I was concealed 
came to his house and stated the following facts : He 
said the Amir called up the Sardars of every class — the 
Ghilzais, Kohistariis, Kabulis, Kizilbashes, .Tajis, etc. — 
and iisked them wliether they intended to join in a 
ghaza {religious w'ar) to fight the British ; and if so, 
he requested that they would send their families to 
Kohistan and tlie Ghilzai country, or some otlier out- 
of-the-way place. They answered, ‘ We are not going 
to send away our families. T^et the Ghilzais bring their 
fainilies to Kalnll, and we will then fight.’ The Amir 
at this reply was very angry and abused .Tarnullabadin, 
the jnaii who had collected all the Sardars together, and 
liad said that they would agree to fight. Abdul Karim 
Khan Safi, tlie most powerful man in Kohistan and a 
friend of the late Envoy’s, was cut into small pieces by 
ordei’ of the Amir about ten days ago, the Amir fearing 
that he would probably seize him (the Amir) and make 
him over to the Britisli, in case he wislied to fly to 
Balkh or Kohistan.” 

^‘hlajor Sii* Pierre I,ouis Napoleon Cavagnari, k.c.u., 
c.s.r.,^ was l)orn at Stenay, Meuse, h'rjiUce, on 4tii .Iul3% 

' tift of Hir hoiiiit Cm-ftmturi, K.C.H,, V.fi.},, by Kally Prosoiio Dey. 
Calcutta., 1881 . 
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1841. He was the sou of Major Count Adolphe 
Ciivagnari, membev of an old Parmese iainily ; and 
Seeretary and Aidc-de-Camp to Prinee T^-ouis Liicien 
Bonaparte; and his mother was an Irish lady, daughter 

of Mr. Montgomery.” ^ , tt 

Louis Cavagnai'i was a scholar of Christ s Hospital 
for six years from 1H.5X until he passed the examinations 

at Addiscoinbe. . 4 . 

In April IS.IS, he entered the .service or the fcjast 
India Company as a cfidet, and joined the 1 st liengat 
h'iisilier.s, with which regiment he served throughout 
the Oudh campaign of 1858, receiving the Indian 

Mutiny medal. _ . , «■ 

In 1861 Cavagnari 'W’as appointed to the stun 
Corps, and gazetted A.ssistant Commissioner in the 
Puniab. He held political clmrge of the Kohat district 
from April, 1866, to May, 1877, when he was appointed 
I Jeputy Commissioner at Peshawar. 

His nntiinely death was an irreparable loss to the 
Service which he had adorned, and to the Umpire, for 
ivhose interests he lived and died, and to which lie 
bequeathed the grateful guardianship of an honoureil 
memory and a spotless name. 

The conduct of Lieutenant llarniHon and the rest of 
the Envoy’s escort was worthy of their noble leader._ 
I'he Commission of Enqiiiry appointed l)y Major- 
General Roberts at Kabul, after tlie occupation of that 
city in November 187{>, to investigate the circumstances 
attending the attack on the Residency and the massacre 
of the Envoy and his e.scort, recorded the following 
remarks in their proceedings : 

“The conduct of the escort of the Queens Own 
Guides does not form part of tlie enquiiy entrusted to 
the Commission. But they have, in the course of their 
etvqniries, liad the extreme gallanti’y and the bearing ot 
these men so forcibly brought to their notice, that tliey 
cannot refrain from placing on ret^ord their huinWe 
tribute of admiiatiou. I’hey do not give their opinion 
hastily, but they believe that the annals of no army and 
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no regiment can show a brighter record of devoted 
bravery than has been achieved by tiiis small band of 
Guides. By their deeds they have conferred undying 
honour, not only on the regiment to which tliey belong, 
but on the whole British Army.” 

Colonel C. M. MacGregoi’, the President of the 
Commission, brought this record to the notice of Sir 
f’rederiek Roberts with a view to some substantial 
recognition of the conduct of the escort. This totuk the 
form of the posthumous admission to the Indian Order 
of Merit of the whole escort; and the distinction to be 
borne on the appointments of the Guides: “ Residency, 
Kabul.” 
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CHAPTER VU 


TIIK SECOND CAMPAIGN; ADVANCE OF THE EIIWT DIVISION, 
KAiiUC FOllCli, AND OCCUI'ATION OF SIlElU'tJR, TO 

DECEMBER Iw, 1879. 

I.ATE at niglit on the 4th September, 1879, the in- 
telligenee of an attack on the Residency at Kabul was 
brought first by a komd to Captain A. Conolly, Political 
Officer at All Khel. The news was immediately tele¬ 
graphed to Simla, where the ^^icel'oy summoned a 
Council on the following day. Rut the full extent ol 
the disaster was not yet diselo.sed, nor could authentic 
information be expected for some time to come, 'rtie 
tiovei'iiment, however, acted with promptitude, and 
after a brief conference between the Viceroy and tlie 
Conimander-in-Chief, the following telegram in cipher 
was despatched to Ilrigadicr-General liunliarn Massy, 
then conimatiding the Kurrain Column, during the 
temporary ab.sence of Sir Pvederick Roberts at Simla i ^ 

“ Move 2ard Pioneers, .'5th Gurkhas, and Mountain 
'rraiii to Shutargardan cre.st of pass. To entrench 
themselves there and await orders. '’I’en days’supplies.” 

On the same day, the 5th September, at the desire 
of Lord T.ytton, Sir Frederick Haines submitted a 
project of the operations necessary for the immediate 
advance on and occupation of the city of Kabul, in 
wliich the Cominarider-in-Chief suggested ^that, if tire 
news of the destruction of our Mis.sion at Kabul should 
prove true, a division under Major-General^ Sir F. 
Robcits of one brigade of cavalry and two brigade.s of 
infantry should immediately advance on Kabul over the 
Shutargardan Pass; that-Jalalabad should be occupied 
bv another division under Major-General Rright, and 
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that Kundahiii* should be reoceupied by all available 
troops under Major-General Sir D. StewWt and Cihazni 
threatened if necessary. Meanwhile a sufficient force 
must remain on the Shutargardan, to hold the pass and 
the line of communication through tlie Kiirrain \''alley. 
“ 'I'he great difficulty,” concluded this memorandum, 
“ is carriage, and Sir Frederick Haines cannot too em¬ 
phatically urge upon Government tlie neces,sity of using 
every endeavour to (lolleet, by purchase or otherwise, 
some 20,000 camels, which will as.suredly be required to 
maintain our position at Kabul. 

“ The Shutargardan Pas.s, as a line of supply, cannot 
be depended on alter the middle of November at the 
latest. And the question of communication with the 
capital of Afghanistan, .should we be (‘ompelled to 
remain there, is one wliich will require early and serious 
consideration.” 

'rhe Governor-General irt Council having approved 
of immediate action being taken in accordance with 
tliese proposals, Sir Frederick Hoberts started from 
Simla oil the nth September to resume command of 
the Kurram Column. Before leaving Simla, Major- 
General Sir Frederick llobert.s telegraphed instructions 
to the Political Officer at Ali Khel to issue a suminons 
to all the headmen of the smToundIng districts to meet 
him in camp on his arrival. On reaching .Ilieliim, Sir 
Frederick Roberts wrote semi-officially to Sir Peter 
Lumsden, Adjutant-General in India, to the following 
effect: 

“ 'I’he main difficulty will be keeping the long line of 
communications safe. I require the following positions 
to be held ; and placing the gfirrisons at the iow'est, the 
strength of each sliould be what I now propo.se : 


Thai. 

1 sqiisifIroHj Nath e 
Cava] ry, 

1 regiment. Native 
Infantry, 


Hulmh hlwL 
I squadron. Native 
i.'ftvaliy, 

1 regiment^ Native 
Infantry- 


Kurrum F&rf. 
i squadron. Native 
Cavfilr)'. 

I Artil¬ 

lery, 

3 Briti.'ih 

IniftTitry, 

1 wing. Native Infantry, 








Pnmtir KotaL 
G fompHiives, British 
Ijifauby. 
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AH Khfl. 


h^mhL 


i 1 wi tterjr j M (d(l A r til lory. 
I British AJoniitaiit 
Batttiq-. 

1 r^gin^fintj Eritbli 

infhntry. 

Details of British 
Infiiiitry* 

2 regiments. Native 

Iiitantry* 


^huturffardtin. 

1 Nittiv’B Mijtoitaiii 

Buttery. 

2 regiments, Native 


1 regiment. Native (hvvalry. 
Wing, Native Iiiiantry. 


1 Field Battery* 

1 Mountain Battery, British* 

1 Mountain Battery, Native. 

Total ^ 2 regiments, Britlslt Bitaiitry, 

Details, British Infantry, 

2 regiments, Native t'avalry. 

7 regimen Ls, Native Infantry. 

“ There will be in the KuiTani V^alley after the 
advance column has mo\'ed : 

1 Field Battery. 

I Native Mountain Jhattery. 

1 regiment, British Infantry, 

Details, British Infantry. 

1 reginiGiit, Native tMvulry. 

I reginienBj Native Intaiitry, including tlie 3rd Siklis, 
ortlei'cid from Baiinn* 


“ So that the following troops should be ordered up 
as soon as possible: 

] Aiouiiiain Battery, Uritis^h. I 1 regiment. Native (Jftvalry. 

1 regiiiiimt, liritiali Infantry, | 3 regiments, Native Infantry.’* 

Sir Fredeiick Roberts then indicated the regiments 
■whose employment he would suggest, and proceeded : 

“ When snow' falls, and my eommunieation with 
India has to be carried on by the Khyber route, the 
force between Koliat and Kushi could, no doubt, be 
w'eakened. Rut for the next three months I W'ould 
rnaintain it at tlie strength I Imve nanied, and throughout 
the 'W'inter I would keep two regiments of British 
infantry in the valley. 

“ I have recommended a fairly strong force for All 
Khel, as I consider tliat, for the present, it represents 
my reserve. iVnd before winter comes on, and my base 
is moved to the Khyber, it will probably be necessary 
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to bring on some native infaiitiy, in addition to the 
4-Ith, to Kabul. Even without casualties in action we 
must expect losses from sickness; and tiiere may be 
more work to be done in Kabul than is at present 
anticipated. 

****** 

" My weak points at present are commissariat and 
transport. I have just telegrapljed to you for the 
services of six young regimental oflicers, wliom I can 
employ in either one or tlie other department, W'itb 
tiiis aid, and if assisted by the Ghilzais and Jajis, I dare¬ 
say I shall be able to manage about my transport. The 
commissariat causes me considerable anxiety.”-— 

{Jhelum, 8th September, 1879.) 

Owing to the continuous hard work to which the 
animals on this line had been subjected since the com¬ 
mencement of the fir.st campaign, their numbers had 
steadily diminished till there remained but 1,300 mules, 
800 bullocks’, and 500 sickly camels. The deficiencies 
were only partially supplied locally by the Turis ajid 
Jajis and by the Ghilzais tlirough the good offices of their 
chief, Fadsluih Khan. Eventually about half the total 
retjHired to move the whole Kunarn Force was collected, 
but only ut the cost of tlie immobility of the J^Jiyber 
-Force, which was denuded of its transjiort. 

Brigadier-General IMassy, having provided as far as 
possible for early transport requirements, had, on re¬ 
ceiving the news of the disaster at Kabul, tdegraphcd 
his orders for the occupation of the Shutargardan to the 
officers in command of his nearest detachments. 

Four companies of the 23rd I’ionecrs, which for 
some weeks laid been employed at Sancona (also 
called Shank Gorge) in feuing timber and in other 
work connected with the now cantonment of Shalozan, 
started under Lieutenant-Colonel A. A, Currie on the 
8 th September, halting within 2 miles of the Paiwar 
that night, and on the 9tli arrived at Ali Khel. Mere 
Ijieutenant-Colonel Currie was joined by Captain G, 


H)8 NEAR ALL KHEI. 

Swiiiley’s mountain L)attery ; and on the JOtli this party 
arrived at Karatiga, where tlie 5tii Gurkhas inider 
Captain J. Cook, wlio had marched from Ali Khei two 
days previously, were already encamped. 

On the 9th, in accordance with a telegraphic order 
from Major-General Roberts, the Ttli Company of 
Sappers and Miners, then at Shalozan, inarched with 
all speed towards the Sliutargarilan. 

At 2.a0 am. on the 11th the combined force under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Currie left Karatiga, the 5th Gurkhas 
leading. The Sirkai Kotal was passed in about two 
hours, and at 5.30 a,m. the head of the advance guard 
readied the crest of the Shutargardan Pass, followed by 
the whole column at about 6.30 a.m. No opposition 
was met with ; but there can have been but little time 
to spare, for two horsemen were observed galloping 
away towards Dobandi on the appearance of the leading 
file of the .5th Gurkhas on the crest. 'I’he entrenchment 
of tlie position was at once begun by the 23i'd Pioneers 
under the direction of Lieutenant Nugent, and 

(‘ompleted by the night of the 1 '2th September.^ Ilelio- 
graphic communication was opened with Ali Khel, and 
the laying down of the field telegraph to tliat place was 
put in hand. 

Meanw’hiie, as much of the force in the Ivurram 
Valley as could be moved wdth the available carriage, 
and as could be withdrawn with n due regard to the 
maintenance of the line of communications,, was set in 
motion to the front; and by the 12th September some 
6,009 men were at and near All Khel, at which place 
Sir I'’rederick Roberts arrived on tliat day, accompanied 
by Brigadier-General T. I). Baker and t’olonel C. M. 
MacGregor. Here General Roberts received a letter 
from the iVmir, in answer to one forw^arded to Kabul: 

“ f have received your letter of the 7th, and was 
much pleased. 1 fully understood what was written. 
Complete confidence was restored, and a sense of relief 
felt in the friendsliip shown by the Viceroy, as my 
pro.sperity found favour iii his sight. L am dreadfully 
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distressed anti grieveri at the retient event; but there is 
tio fighting against God’s wilh I hope to infliet siieh 
punishment on the evil-doers iis will be known world¬ 
wide ; and to prove ruy sincerity, I have twice written 
on this subject, and the third time by my confidential 
servant, Sher Muhammad Khan. 1 now write to say 
that for these eight days I hav^e preserved myself and 
iny family by the good offices of those who were friendly 
to me, partly by bribing, partly by coaxing the rebels. 
Some of the cavalry I have dismissed, and night and 
clay am considering how to put matters straight. 

“ I’lease God, the mutineers will soon meet with the 
punishment they deserve, and my affiiirs will be aminged 
to the satisfaction of the Rritish (iovernment, Certain 
persons of high position in these piminces have become 
rebellious; but F am watching carefully and closely 
every quarter. 1 have done all T could to ensure 
Nawab Gliulain Hasan's safety. 1 trust to God for 
the opportunity of showing iny sincere friendship for 
the British Go\'ernment, and for recovering my good 
name before the world.” 

At All Kliel Genera! Roheids was met by a large 
miinher of the iieadmen, wlio had been summoned by 
the Political Officer. A better feeling appeared to exist 
among them tlian might have been expected, not¬ 
withstanding that emissaries from Kabul had been 
endeavouring to incite them against the British 
Go\"ernmeiit. General Roberts was of opinion that 
the surrounding tribes would not attempt any insur¬ 
rection so long as the British force in front was strong 
and successful. 

t)n the I3tli September, Brigadier-General Baker 
proceeded to the Shutaigardan to take eonuriand there, 
and the sappers, who had by tliis date arrived on the 
pass, began work on the Sirkai Kotal, to improve the 
steep gradients on the Kurrara side of the .summit. 

The following day Nawab Sir Ghulam Hasan Khan, 
who had received warning of the outljreak at 
Ivabul while on the road from Kandahar to the capital, 



CONCENTRATION OF TROOPS 

^aiid had tlierevtpon turned off towards the KuiTam \^alley, 
arrived at the British jjost on the Shutargardaii; the 
tact that he had not been inolested on the road proved 
that the Logar Valley was as yet undisturbed. 

On the X6th Brigadier-General Baker reconnoitred 
from the summit of the Shntargardan towards Iviishi 
and reached tlie Sltinkai Kotal, a short distance beyond 
the village and fort of Dohandi. No resistance was 
offered, and inspection proved that the difficulties botli 
of this kotal and the far-famed Akhun Khel gorge hatl 
been rather overestimated, though if held by a skilled 
and resolute force their passage -svould, doubtless, be 
attended with considerable diihcidty. ^ 

During this interval the concentration of troops w'as 
proceeding as rapidly as possible, but was impeded by 
the deficiency of adequate transport. Owing to tlie 
continuous hard work to which the transport animals 
of the Kurrain Field h'orce had been subjected, their 
numbers had steadily diminished, until at the beginning 
of the inonth of September there remained only about 
1,500 mules, 500 sickly camels, and 800 bullocks, or 
barely sufficient to enable tlie tjomnussariat to feed the 
force, which it was presumed would remfun in the 
ivurram Valley for the winter. It is true that a large 
number of pack-bullocks had, prior to the occurrences 
which led to the advance on Kabul, been despatched for 
the commissariat servit:e in the valley'. Rut many of 
these had been either knocked up by the journey from 
the Punjab, or were suffering from semi-starvation to 
such an extent as to be practically useless. 

Local can’iage, drawn from the Turis and Jajis, had 
to some extent made up for the deficiencies in this 
respecd; and, aided by transport obtained from the 
Ghilzais, had enabled the commi.ssariat to collect a 
considerable amount of .supplies at the Shutargardan, 
quite sufficient to relieve any anxiety as to the imme¬ 
diate wants of the troops left there, and it had also been 
possible to move still larger stores forward for the force 
advancing on Kabul 
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These troops, composing the 1st Division of the 
Kurram Field Force, amounted to some 7,500 of all 
ranks, and ^vere brigaded by Major-General Roberts as 
follows : 

Karitl Fikld BVmcij:, 

Major-General Sir F. S, Roberts, vx., Caniinanaiiig. 

Captain G. 'r. Freiymaii, h*a., Aide-de-Canip. 

Captain R. Pole^Carew, Aide-de-Camp. 

Dr* II, W, Bellew, Polifcit^al Officer, 

Colonel a M* MucGregor, cj,e*, Deputy Adjutant and 

Q uai' ter rn aster- General, 

Major W, Galbraith, 85th Foot, Assistant Adjutant-General, 
Captain H, G* Keriiiedy, HiSXi, Assistant Quarteriiiti^ster-Generah 
Captain B, A, CombeJ^ 10th Hussars, Deputy Assistant Quarter¬ 
master-General, 

Ideatenant C, II, M, Smith, Srd Sikhs, Deputy Assistant Qnarter- 
in as tei-General. 

Major C* A* Gorham, Deputy Judge Advocate* 

Captain H. B, Mcl<)wen, O^ud Highkiidcrs, Provost Marshal. 

Medicuf DepaiimmL 

Deputy Siirgeoii-Gencral S, C, Tuwnsc^nd, Principal Medical Officer. 
Surgeon-Major A* J. Dale, m*b. 

Commma7iui Depmimmt , 

Ijicutenaut-Coloiiel J. V. Hunt, Priiscipal Commissariat 

Officer. 

Engineer Deparlmmt 

I jcuLemuiUJoloncl ^E, Perkins, o.B., Royal Engineers,Commanding* 
Captain 11. G, Woodthorpe, r,k., in charge of Surveying, 

Captain Fi* Stratoiij Foot, in charge of Signalling, 

Tdeutenant C. Nugent, r.];,, No, 7 Company Sappers*^ 
lieutenant F* Burn-Murdoch, Royal Engineer Field Park, 

CQ7nmuntmtw7if^ mtd Trampo^t^ 

Brigadier-General H. fl Gough, c.b*, v,c,, Road Commandant. 
Lieutcnaiit-Coloucl H* M. 1 lea then te, asxv, Director of Transport* 

Vetm^tarp DepurhfmiL 

Veterinary-Surgeon G* A, Oliphant, Principal Veterinary Surgeon, 
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ArtUkry, 

Lieu tenant'Colonel B, L. Gordon, it. a*, Commancling, 

Captain J- W, Inge, iVtljiitiiTit, Koyal flange Artillery, 

F-A, Koval Horse Artillery, Major J\ C. Smyth-Wind ham. 

G-S, Royal Artillery, Major Sidney Parry. 

No, 1 (Kohat) Mountain Battery (4 guns), Captain H, 11, 1 j. 
Morgan, 

No, ^ (Derajat) Mountain Battery, Caphiin G, Swinlty, and 
^ Gatlings, Captain A* Bi'oadfoot. 

Cai>tidn E, D, Shallto, in charge Ordnance B'icld Park. 

Caidain G, E. Pemburton, in charge Orduauce Field l^ark, 

Camky Hriffake. 

Brigiulicr-General W- G. I), Massy, Coinnmnding. 

Liciitenaiit J. P, Bralmzon, 10th Hussars, Brigade-Major, 

Otli l.ancev,s (B sc^uadions), Lieutenant-Colonel IL S. Clelami 

5th Punjab Cavalry, Major F. Haniinoml. 

l^^tli Bengal Cavalry, Major J, IL Green, 

t4th Bengal J^nc^ers, laetitenaiit-Coloiiel T, 0. Iluss, 

Isi Brigade, 

Brigiulier-Genera! H, T, Macplierson, can, vx,, Coinnianding, 

Captain W, C, Faruelt, Brigade-Major, 
fiTth .Foot, Colonel C, B. Knowles, 

9^1nd Highlanders, Colonel G, H, Parker, 

/iiSth Punjab Infantry, Colonel J, Hudson, 

Hnd If^antnj Brigade. 

Bi'igvidier-General 'l\ D, Baker, 18th Foot, CoTniiianding, 

Captain G, de Alortou, l-6tli Foot, Brigade-Major, 

12nd Highlanders, Licuteiiant-Calonel W, IL J, Clarke, 

3rd Sikhs, Lieutenant-Col on el G. N. Money, 

5th Ftnyab Infantry, LiGiitenarit-Colonel J, W. Macljfueejj. 

23nl Pioneers, Lieutenant-Colonel A. A. Currie, 

5th Guvkha,s, Major A, FitzHugh, 

The tnins]7ort for this portion of the above forc^e 
consisted of about 2,000 rallies, 750 camels, and 750 
bullocks. There were some 6,000 foIloAiTrs with this 
force under Sir F, Roberts, 

Tlie reraaindev of the KuiTam Force, to be left on 
the line of eominuiucatioii, was composed as follows, 

: 
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Qrd Iiifanlrt/ lingade. 

BriKadin-Gciima J. A. Tytlur, c-b., Coinmmicling. 

Mfiior li T. -Tone!*, 81st Foot, Bngafle-Major. 

Liiiteiiant E. Burrell, 85th Foot, Deputy Assistant Qiiarlcrnm.sh:i- 

M^rT^'p. Palmer, 9th Bengal Cavalry, Asaislant Rond Com- 

uiaiKlaiit between Thai and Ali Khel. 

8,5th Foot, Major D, ,A. Grant. i p tj p HiptIs 

1 Ith Bengal Infantry, IColonel P. H. 1, Han .. 

IStli Bengal Infantry, Colonel J. 1. “I’*’”'’; 

goth Punjab Infantry, Colonel R. G. Rogers. 

4>th Ir\fantri/ BrigtuU. 

Brhwlier-General T. Ifi. Gordon, C!.a.i., Coimuandiiig. 

Captain H. G. Grant, T8th Foot, Brigflde-Major. 
g-8th Foot, Colonel F. B. Drew 
4th Punjab Infantry, Colonel H. 1. Clo.se. 

21 .St Punjab Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel L. M. Collis. 

29th Punjab Infantry, Colonel J. J. H. Goiaon. 

It wa.s subsequently, however, found impossible to 
atlhere to the above organisation by brigades. 

Sir Frederick Roberts’s plan oi operations, as sub- 
iiiitted to Army Head-quarters^on the 17th Septemhei, 
included the occupation of Ivushi on or .. 

a7th September by an advance brigade under Brigadici- 
General T. I). Baker, the rendezvous there of the 
troops intended for the advance, and the collection at 
the Lme place of all supplies 

for a rapid inarch on Kabul. Pending ^ 

of these preliminaries he intended himself to ren 
at Ali Khel, perceiving that by so doing the people ot 
Afghanistan would be kept in doubt as to tlie actual 
intentions of the British Government. I hen n ea was 
that the season was too far advanced ror tioops 
attempt a march on Kabul, and that, beyond occupying 
the Sliutargardan and making a demon.stration as a\ 
as Kushi, nothing would be done untd the spring o 
next year. The fact of Sir Frederick Roberts crossing 
the Shutai'gardan would, he was aware, make his plans 
vicar to the Afghans and neighbouring tribes, and 
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would be the signal for the assemblage of all those 
M'iio had determined to oppose the advance. His 
object, therefore, was lo let as short a time as possible 
intervene between his mo^^e to Kushi and his arrival 
at Kabul, especially in view of the fact that lack of 
transport would prevent him from rnovitjg the whole 
of his force at once, and that a luxli xmufd have to be 
Made every fieco7id day to (dlow of the transport animals 
being sent bavk to Inirig up the rear brigade. 

By the 18th of September the following force was 
collected at and firmly established and entrenched upon 
the crest of the Shntargardan under command of 
Brigadier-General Baker; 

No. S Mountain Hattcry. 

79nd Highlaticiers. 

7th Company Sappers and Miners, 

23rd Pioneers. 

5th Gurkhas, 

The road over the Shutargai’dan l*ass was being 
made practic^able for horsed guns, and the force was 
being strengthened as rapidly as possible for an advance 
on Kushi, The attitude of the neighbouring tribes 
was considered satisfactory, for some of those who 
hitherto had been holding aloof had now come in or 
were on their way to the camp, 'fhe headmen on the 
Kushi side were also inclined to be friendly, and said 
that supplies and transport would be forthcoming when 
the troops advanced. 

Notwithstanding this apparent tranquillity, however, 
directly Ramzan was ended, on tlie 22nd September, 
a combined attack was made by Mangals and Ghilzqis, 
numbering from 200 to 300 men, upon a telegraph 
party whilst on the marcli between the Sirkai Kotal 
and ICaratiga. Soon after fJ a.m. on that day a party 
consisting of 1 telegraph linesman, 22 telegraph 
coolies, 40 muleteers, and 84 mules, escorted by 
1 naik and 10 sepoys of the 5th Punjab Infantry, left 
Shntargardan, without the knowledge of Brigadier- 
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Cienernl Baker, for tlie purpo.se of bringing up telegraph 
poles from Karatiga. About 0 a.m. intelligence reached 
Shutargardaii that not only had this party been 
attacked, but also that a heavy fire had been kept up 
upon a detachment, consisting of 1 llritish officer 
and 50 non-commissioned officers and men stationed 
in a blockhouse on the Sirkai Kotal. ^ As many of the 
72nd Highlanders as could be spared from Kasim Khel 
at once proceeded to the spot; but the marauding band 
had disappeared, and attempts to follow tliem up pro\'ed 
fruitless. One man of the detachment at the Sirkai 
Kotal had been surprised and cut up, while the loss 
of the telegrtiph party amounted to 1 naik and 0 
sepoys of the 5th Punjab Infantry, 1 linesman, 12 
muleteers, and 5 coolies, killed ; 1 sepoy, 5th Punjab 
Infantry, and 2 muleteers wounded ; and 1 muleteer, 
2 coolies missing, while the whole of the convoy of 
mules was carried off. Orders had been issued that 
no escort of a less strength than 25 men per cent, of 
animals in a convoy should be sent out; but this or’der 
does not seem to have been understood by the 
Superintendent of 'relegraphs. 

On the 23rd September K-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
joined the remainder of the advanced force on the 
Sliutargardari. The guns, limbers, and wagons had to be 
mail-handled up the last ascent to the Sirkai Pass, the 
last 1,000 yards of the ascent taking over tliree hours 
to accomplish, although assisted by the detachment of 
the 72nd Highlanders with drag-ropes. The descent 
from the Shutiirgardan to Dobandi on the following 
day necessitated the same ari’angements. 

On the 24th September the forward movement to 
Kushi began, General Baker and part of his brigade 
moving down from the Shutargardan through Dobandi 
and over the Shinkai Kotal and reaching Kushi the 
same evening, thus securing the entrance into the 
Logar Valley and obtaining a standpoint in it. ^I’he 
remainder of the brigade reached Kushi on the two 
follovhng days as follows : 
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St^pteniber 24th 


Septeml)er 25th 


SeptemlxT 26th 


rl coinpaity liighlandei^. 

15th Gurkhas, 

‘ 112th Bengal Cavalry. ^ 

U guiB No. 2 Mountaiti B^ittery, 

(F-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 

‘ \7 coiupanies 72ii(i IlighlnTiders. 

! 2 guns No, 2 Mountain Battery. 
25rd Pioneers. 

7th Company Sappers and Miimrs, 
5th Fun jab Jufantry (6 companies). 


On the 26th September ftlajor-Geueral Sir Fredeiiek 
Roberts made over to Brigadier-General 1\ E. t^ordon 
tlie iiiilitury comiTiand of all troops in Kurram, and 
Jilso the political charge of the district, preparatory to 
his proeeediug to,join the advance column ot the Kahui 

Besides tlie brigade ivhich had already reached 
Kushi, the strength and positions of the remainder ot 
the troops on this date are given below : 


At Sliinkoi Kotal 

i^iitargardaii 

Sirkai Kotat 
Itavatiga 

All Khel . 

Zarbai'ttast Kala . 
Paiwar Kotal 


( 


5th Punjab Iiifai.itry (6 coiiniaiiies). 

14tli Uengal Lmioers. 

No. 1 Mountain Battovy (4 gontt). 
7and Iliglilandors (1 company). 
92nd Pligblanilers (6 coin panics). 
3i'd Sikhs, 

92nd Highlandei’-s (1 (’oiiipaiiy). 

5th Punjab Infantry (1 company). 
y2nd Higiilandci's (1 company). 

5tb Piitijali Infanti-v (1 company). 
Squadron 9t.h Ijaiiccrs. 

,5Ui Punjab Cavalry. 

J C-4, lioyal Ai'tiliery. 

2-8th Foot (2 companies). 

67 th Foot, 

2Sth Punjab Infantry. 

(1-6, Royal Artillery, 

Util Bengal Infantry. 

21st Punjab Infantry. 

2-8th Foot (4 companies). 
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POSITIONS OF TROOFS 

' 13th Bengal Lancers (wing). 

I -J C-i, Royal Artillery. 

■“ 3-8t!v Foot (2 comj>aiiies), 

Details, British regiments. 

( l.st Bengal Cavalry (1 squatiron). 

Baleslr Khel . . No. 1 Mountain llattery (2 gnus). 

20th I'unjab Infantry. 

1st Bengal Cavalry (2 sf|ua(lroiis). 

29tli Punjab Infantry. 

Jietbve detailing fui-ther the advance of the force 
on Kabul it will be well, to glance at the positions of 
the troops destined to hold the long line of comrauni- 
eations, and to consider the circumstances under which 
their employment wsis necessary. 

In order to make certain the continuance of the 
apparent inclination of Padshah Khan (Ahmadzai) and 
his Ghilzais to assist the forw'ard movements of the 
t'.roops, 'it was necessary to hold the Shutargardan and 
Ali Khel in strength for the present. A month or 
six wrecks later the extreme cold would necessitate the 
witlidrawal of the troops stationed at tlie Shutargardan, 
and in two or three months’ time those at Ali Khel 
would also have to be withdrawn. This retirement 
would then be understood by tlie tribes, and would not 
be mi.sconstnied by them into an expi'ession t)f weak¬ 
ness on tlie part of the Government. Should it, 
however, lie carried out before there was any apparent 
cause for it, it would probably be the signal for a 
general rising. 

By the time indicated, the Shutargardan route 
would no longer be necessary, since it was assumed 
that the line of eoiiimunication by the Khybcr woidd 
liien be opened. The position on the Shutiirgardan 
liad been carefully entrenched, and was to be held by 
two native infantry j eglments with four guns of a 
mountain battery, well supplied with food and 
ammunition. 

These troops, it was tronsidered, should lia\'t' no 
difficulty in maintaining themselves against any attack 
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of such tribes as might combine against them. For 
this duty the 21st Punjab Infantry were detailed, with 
the exception of about 250 weakly men, who were to 
be: left at Kurrain, the Srd Sikhsj and four guns of 
No. 1 Mountain Battery, the whole being under the 
coinmaiid of Eieutenai it-Colonel Money, Srd Sikhs. 
At All Khel, where the head-quarters of Brigadier- 
General T. E. Gordon, c.s.r., w^ere to remain, there 
were to be stationed three guns of C-4, Royal Artillery, 
a wing of the 2-8th {".rhe King’s) Regiment, and the 
nth Bengal Infantry, These troops at Ali Khel we 
to be encamped on a defensible plateau, which had been 
rendered very strong, and where they would be able • 
to hold their owm against any possible combination. ’ 
On the I’aiwar Kotal the otlier wing of tlie 2-8th (The 

King’s) Begiment w^a.s to be stationed. 

It would have been desirable to hai^e had a w'ing 
of a native infantry regiment and some cavalry stationed 
at Shalozan, near the site of the new Kurram canton¬ 
ment ; but there was not a sufficient number of troops 
to allow of this. It was, therefore, arranged with 
Brigadier-General E. Gordon that a Turi levy, 
numbering about 350 or 400 men, should be raised 
from the villages of Paiwar, Shalozan, Mailaiia, and 
Ziran, in the Kurram Valley. These men were to be 
under the orders of their own malik.% and it was 
considered that they would afford sufricient protection 
to the workpeople until a small ganison could be 
provided. 

At Kurram Fort the garrison was to consist of 
the-— 


13th Bengal I.aiit-t'rs (head-quartors wing). 

C-4, Royal Artillery (throe guns). 

67th Foot ) , . 

72nd HigMandei'.s }- details, numbering sortie 230 men. 
92nd Highlaiifleva J 

21st Punjab Infantry (250 weakly men). 


liooking, however, to the importance of Kurram as 
the depot for stores and ammunition for the troops in 
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the valley, it was arranged, for the sake of security, 
t)mt tlie 29th Punjab Infantry was to move to that 
station from 'i’hal on the arrival at the latter place of 
the 13th Bengal Infantiy, and that Colonel .1. J. H. 
Gordon, the commandant of the first-named regiment, 
should be placed in command of the troops at Kiirram. 

Although the garrison at Kurram itself was weak, 
it ^vas considered beneficial to the upper portion of the 
valley for the \vir\g of the cavaliy regiment detailed for 
that garrison to be constantly on the move; and, there¬ 
fore, one troop was directed to march frequently 
behveen Kurram and A,li Khel, as this was likely to 
haVe the best possible effect, and would act as a strong 
patrol. 

Balesh Khel was a post of some imptutance, as the 
several sections of the Orakzai tribe meet near tl\at 
point. Two guns of No. 1 Mountain Battery and the 
20th Punjab Infantry were, therefore, stationed there 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel li. G. 
Rogers of that regiment. This small gaiTiSon was 
placed on a commanding position, which liad been 
ptifieially strengtliened, and was believed to be quite 
impregnable against the tribes. 

The posts of Wall Muhammad Khan, Shinak, 
Alizai, Mandori, and Sapri w^ere all held by detachments 
of native cavalry and infantiy as strong as the sickly 
state of the 1st Bengal Ca^'^ally and of the 29th Punjab 
Infantry would admit of; while at Thai the garrison 
consisted of tlie remainder of these two regiments. 

This disposition accounted for all the troops in the 
i^alley ; and although it was perhaps desirable to have 
stronger posts at certain places, yet it was not antici¬ 
pated that any attack v'ould have to be met beyond 
ordinary hill raids, so long as success attended the force 
moving on Kabul. 

Meamvhile, how^ever, tlie garrison of Kohat had 
been considei’ably weakened in order to supply 
regiments for the front and for the more advanced 
posts. This fact vas brought to the notice of the 
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AT THE SHTJTARGARDAN 

Funiab Government by the ComnvissioneT of the 
Peshawar Division, wlio deprecated the further reduc¬ 
tion of the Kohat j?arrison by tire advance of a wing oi; 
tlie 18th Uengal J.,ancers from tiiat pla(^e to Kurram. 
In conseouence, therefore, oi the representations or 
the Piiniab Government, the 18th Bengal Cavalry was 
ordered to proceed from Peshawar to Kohat; a wmg 
of it being detached to Serozai. The remainder of the 
Kohat garrison then consisted of a wing of the 18th 
Bengal Ijaiicers, a garrison battery, and the 1st Sik.h 

Infantry. , r, l i. 

On the *27111 September Sir Frederick Koberts 

nnovecl his divisional head-tjuarters from Ali Khel to 
the Shiitargardan, accompanied by the head-tjiiarters or 
the Cavalry Brigade, 1 scpiadron of tlie l>th I-ancers, 
the 5th Punjab Cavalry, 28th Punjab Infantry and a 
detachment of the 5tii Punjab Infantry. 

The infantry marclied in rear of the column, the 
cavalry and staff’ being ordered to push on in order to 
reacli Kasim KUel or the Sliutargardan before daik. 
At about 10.80 a.m. the head of the column was joined 
by 25 men of the 02nd Highlanders, w^ho had been sent 
from Kavatiga to act as an advance guard, ni con¬ 
sequence of a rumoured gathering in the Hazar 
Dftiiikht of cind of IVrftGhul^n- 

On theii" march downward this detachment saw no in¬ 
dications of the presence of an enemy ; but at 11 a.m. 
a report reached tlie Major-General that 
Mangals had occupied the pass between Jaji lhana 
and Karatiga. A reconnaissance was immediately sent 
forward under Captain VV . J . V^ousden, .5th I unj ala 
Cavalry, who ascertained that the enemy hj^ld^ both 
.sides of tlie ravine hall' a mile beyond Jaji J’bana. 
They were speedily cleared off the northern side of the 
.Torge by the detachment of tlie 92nd, supported by a 
dismounted troop of the 9th LauGens, but some little 
time elapsed before they were driven from the pre- 
<-ipitous liills on the south, In this skirmish Captain 
Vousden’s lior.se was shot, and Deputy Surgeon- 




I 


W HECTOR MAGDONAI-D 211 

General S. C. Townsend was severely wounded in the 
cheek. 

Meantime fighting had for some hours been carried 
on in the direction of Karatiga; aivd presently large 
numbers of the enemy were seen retreating before a 
small detachment of the 92nd Highlanders and flrd Sikhs, 
which had been sent out from Karatiga. This party 
was handled with energy and skill, which reflected the 
liighest credit on Color-Sergeant Hector' MacDonald, 
lt2nd Highlanders, and .Jemadar Sher Muhammad of the 
3rd Sikhs, but for whose excellent services it might, 
writes Sir Fredericik Roberts, have been impossible to 
carry out the programme of the march. 

Havildar Favtl Jan and three sepoys of the 3rd Sikhs 
were killed, wliile the enemy suffered so severely that 
they_ withdrew to their homes and abandoned their in¬ 
tention of attacking Karatiga. 

Sir Frederick Roberts arrived at Kushi on the 
28th September, and found there, in addition to tlie 
troops already detailedi 1 squadron 9th I^ancers, 
the 5 th Punjab Gavaliy, and 92nd Highlanders. I’he 
Amir Yakub Khan had also airived from Kabul on the 
previous day. His Foreign Secretary and Finance 
Minister, Waxir Shah Muhammad and Mustaufi 
Habilndlah, had visited Sir Frederick Roberts’s camp 
on the 23rd, and remained there three days, and in con¬ 
sequence of the negotiations conducted by tliem, Yakub 
Khan witti his eldest son, several Sardars, a suite of 
45 persons and an escort 200 strong, arrived in General 
Baker’s camp on the 27th. He remained permanently 
with Sir Frederick Roberts’s bead-quaiters during the 
advance against Kabul, and was treated as a guest under 
the lightest surveillance. He took advantage of tiie 
liberty accorded him to keep in close touch with the 
leaders of the Afghan army at Kabul, and was con- 
tiiiuaily visited by various mes.sengers and probalfly 
by Nek Muhammad himself, the chief commander at 
Kabul, who was the Amir’s own uncle. 

On the two last days of September the rear guard 
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of the Ist Division, Kfibu! Field Force, marched from 
Ali Khel to the Shutargardan, and arrived at Kushi on 
the 1st October, while on the 30th September the 
Cavahy Brigade under Brigadier-General Dunham 
Massy, accompauied by two guns F-A., Royal Horse 
iVi-tillery, two companies 72nd Highlanders, and the 
5th Punjab Infantry, advanced from Kushi 10 miles to 
Zargan Shahar. The two batteries of artillery wdth the 
force had now surmounted the difficult Shutargardan 
Pass without any accident, a feat which evidently much 
astonished the Afghans, and reflected great credit on 
Captain H. Pipon, who commanded F-A, Royal Horse 
AHiltery, and Major Sidney Parry, commanding G-8, 
Royal Artillery. 

So far, General Roberts’ force had concentrated at 
the rendezvous in Kushi according to the progi'amme 
which he liad planned, “ notwithstanding difficulties of 
transport gj:eater than I ever remember to have ex¬ 
perienced in any former campaign.” 

Now, on the 1st October, it became evident, how¬ 
ever, that, owing to want of carriage, the Major-General 
would be reluctantly compelled to alter his plans and 
defer his contemplated arrival at Kabul for some days. 
I’hus, instead of being able to push on the cavalry 
under Brigadier-General Massy to Saiadabad on the 
2nd October, as intended, it was necessary for the 
brigade to remiiin halted at .Zargan Shahai’. On this 
date the 2ud Brigade, under Brigadier-General Baker, 
inarcjhed to Zargan Sliahar, where the General with 
divisional head-quarters and the remaining infantry 
joined them before evening. Saidar Wali Muliainmad, 
a representative of Dost Muhammad’s family and of the 
faction opposed to Amir Yakub Khan, joined Sir F. 
Roberts’s camp at Zargan Shahar. On tlie 3rd October 
the advance was continued to Saiadabad by the head¬ 
quarters and the gveater part of the column, and on the 
4th a halt was made to permit of the arrival of supplies 
and transport. 

On the former date the following proclamation to 



the people of Kabul was issued by Sir Frederick 
Roberts: 


“Be it known to all that the British army is 
advancing on Kabul to take possession of the city. If 
it be allowed to do so peacefully, well and good ; li’ not, 
the city will be seized by force. 

“ Therefore all well-disposed persons who have taken 
no part in the dastardly murder of the British Embassy, 
or in the plunder of the Residency, are warned that, if 
they are unable to prevent I'esistance being offered to tlie 
entrance of the British army and to the authority of 
His Highness the Amir, they should make immediate 
arrangements for their own .safety, eitlier by coming 
into the British camp, or by such other measures ns 
may seem fit to them. And as the Briti.sh Government 
does not make war on women and children, warning is 
given that all women and children should be removed 
from the city beyond the reach of harm. The British 
Government desires to treat all classes with justice, and 
to respect their religion, feelings, and customs, while 
exacting full retribution from offenders. Every effort 
will, therefore, be made to prevent the innocent suffer¬ 
ing with the guilty. But it is nece.ssary that the utmost 
precaution should be taken against useless opposition. 
U’herefore, after the receipt of this proclamation, all 
persons found armed in or about Kabul will be treated 
as enemies of the British Government; and further, it 
must be clearly understood that if the entry of the 
British force i.s resisted, 1 cannot hold myself respon¬ 
sible for any accidental mischief which may be done to 
persons and property, even of well-disposed people, who 
may have neglected this warning,”—(Zargan Shahar, 
ard October = 15th Shawal 1879.) 

On the .‘3th October the vicinity of the gi’oup of 
villages known as Cliaharasia, 11 miles from Kabul, was 
reached by tlie whole column except a rear guard, 
under Jh’igadier-General Maepherson, left at Saiadabad 
to protect ammunition and stores, for which transport 
had to be sent back on the afternoon of the same 
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at chaharasia 

dav/ Up to this point no serious interference hswl been 
ofifered to the advance, except a feeble attack on the rear 
of the column while crossing the Uogai' at Saiadabad. 
liut tile evident hostility of the people, as well as news 
of a deterniiiied attack on the Shutargardan ^ im¬ 
mediately after the departure of the bulk of the force, 
sliowed sufficiently clearly that more vigorous^opposition 
might be looked for before Kabul was reached. It was, 
however, quite iinpo.ssible to obtain any informatiGn as 

to the intentions of the enemy. , . 

Immediately on arriving at Chuharasia reconnoitring 
parties of cavalry were pushed forward along tliree 
roads leading to Kabul. A few shots were fired ut the.se 
parties, but ho traces of any large body of the enemy 
were visible, and the force under Sir F. Roberts concen¬ 
trated at Chaharasia, where they bivouacked for the niglit. 

The troops actually present under his immediate 
command were a.s follows : 

Artiikvy^ 

F-A.Koyal Horse Artlllwy, Major Srayth-Wiiidlmuid 

Koval Artillery, Major rarry. . | lotallh guns. 

No, Si Moilntain [kttery (4 g‘uiis)j Captain Swuiley, ) 


Under Brigarlier- 
Oeueral I)un¬ 
it air Massy. 


Total 9 squadrons. 


(Jamirii, 

9 til IjaucerJ! (1 gqiiadr 011)3 (’aptaiii^ 

t;avalry (2 squadrons), 

Mrtjor Hummoiid. 

12tli Oavalrj' (3 equadroiis)> 

Major Oreeiu 

14tli ISengal Lancers (3 squuarous}? 

Lieuton^iiit-Calonel Hos^s. 

h^j'ajiZry. 

-GVtli Foot (lujaf battalion).. Uolouer 
I U. B. Knowles. 

72itd Highlaufto, Lieutemnt- 
Colonel W. IL J. Ckrke. 

£12n d H ighlat ide ffij f jieu tei la u 

Colonel O. br, Parker, 

^5tVi Punjab In^diitry^ Major IL 
M, Pmtt, 

Native \ 23rd inoiieers, LieatentvnWiolantl 
A, A* Ctirrie. 

^6tli Giirkhafi^ Mtyor A, FitzHugli. 

2 Gatling Major A, Broad foot. 

' This forw! consisted of 1 squadron 5th rniijob ^ 

Mouufeuii Battery, a wing «7tli Foot, iwd tlie -.llith Funjab Infantry. 


Under 

Brigadier- 

Geueial 

Baker, 


British 


.Total ^ battalions. 
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tinder Lieut^uiuit- 
A, A. 
(Uirvie, 2^ird 
Fioneersj* 
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The total stieitgiih of this force was about 3,800 
men, including gunners. 

Cavalry patroLs were ordered to proceed at daylight 
on the Gth October to feel foi- tlie enetny, while the 
Major-General detennined to seize as .soon as possible 
after dawn the crest of the pass known as the Sang-i- 
Nawi.shta, about 5 miles in advance of the camp, by 
which he had decided to continue his march on Kabul. 
In addition tiie following force left the camp .soon after 
daybreak, to work on tlie road through the pass and to 
render it fit for the passage of guns ; 

I>tli L-iiicerfl {20 ^abre^), (laplain II. W. Ap^wrley. 

5tii Puitjiirb Cavalry (1 ^^nadrGit)^ Major F, HairiRioiiU- 
N\.v 2 Mountiviii Hattory (2 guns) (left under 

Liouteiiaiit (^ A- MoiitaiiJiro, 
i)2nd tUgUlauderJi (21?4 ridcs)^ Major O, S. AFbite, 
l23rd Pioneers (450 rifla^)j Lie ate uaut> Colonel Curj-ie. 

IJefore, however, any reports liad been received from 
the cavalry patrols, and before tiie IMajor-CTeneral could 
carry out his intention of oceupyiiig the Sang-i- 
Niiwishta Pass, all doubts as to the intentions of the 
enemy were set at rest by the appearance of large 
masses of Afghan troops on the crest-line of the hills 
stretching from the heights on both .sides of the pass on 
tlie right to the Chardeh Valley on the left. 

No liurry oi- confusion marked their nioveinents, 
and the positions were taken up and guns placed with 
so much deliberation and coolnes.s that it was evident 
that a large number of regular troops were massed 
along the position. Soon afterwards reports were 
received that the eavahy patrols hy.d been fired upon 
and viere retiring slowly. 

It was essential that the eneiny should be dislodged 
froin their strong position before dark, Their occupa¬ 
tion of heights intervening between Chaharasia and 
Kabul was a menace that could not be brooked. 

llehind these heights lay the densely crowded city 
of Kabul, with the scarcely less crowded suburbs of 
Chardeb, . Deh-i-Afghan, etc., and the numerous villages 
which lie thickly clustered all over the Kabul Valley. 
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A DIFFICUI.T SITUATION 

Eaeli of these liad ooMtributed its quota of men to 
dispute tlie advance of tlie IJritiah ; and it did not re¬ 
quire mneli experience of Afghans to know that the 
.noiribei's already assembled woiild be very considerably 
iric^reased if the eueiiiy were ^lllo^v’■ed to remain in 
possession of their stronghold for a single night. 

About this time it was also reported that the road 
in rear of the column was blocked, and tliat the mareli 
of General Macpherson’s brigade, with its long string 
of baggage, would be opposed ; whilst on tlie hills on 
both sides of General Roberts’s camp bodies of men 
were seen assembling and, as was afterwards learnt, only 
waiting for nightfall to make a general attack upon the 
encampment. 

The situation was a difficult one, for the main body 
of the division w'as almost surrounded, and sepai'ated 
from its baggage. It was probable that any hesitation 
would encourage the enemy to descend from all sides 
upon tlie camp, while an attack in overwhelming num¬ 
bers might have been made upon General Macphersoii’s 
small force encumbered with the coiivoys of stores 
and ammunition. Notice wa.s at once sent to General 
Maepherson to keep a good look-out, and to reach 
Chanarasia, if possible, before dark; and at the same 
time a squadron of eavahy w as sent hack to reinforce him. 

'I'lie Afghan position formed the arc of a circle, 
and extended from the Smig-i-Nawishta gorge to the 
heights above Chardeh, north-west of Chaharasia. Both 
sides of the gorge were occupied ; and so was tlie semi¬ 
detached hill to the south of it, and at least sixteen 
guns were observed in position — viz. twelve mountain 
guns on the hill immediately to tlie w'est of the gorge 
and four Armstrongs in front of the Sang-i-Nawishta 
gorge, the total length of the enemy’s line occupying 
neaj'ly 3 miles of country. The main position of the 
Afgiians v'as on tlie elevated ridge directly to the west 
of the Sang-i-Nawishta Pass. At the end next the defile 
where the guns were posted the elevation (6,529 ft.) 
measured some 700 ft. above the plain, whilst at tlie 
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AN OUTFLANKING MOVEMENT ai7 

other extremity the ridge culminated in a peak 7,334 It., 
oi* 800 ft. Iiigher. Thence tlie line extended along the 
ere,st oi' the lower heights to a nigged rocky hill, whose 
summit (0,953 ft.) was nearly 1,300 ft. above Cha- 
hai'iisia, In front of the ^vhole were sandy, barren, 
undulating hills, forming a series of easily defensible 
positions. At the foot of these inferior heights was a 
bare, stony slope {dasht) descending to the arable land 
around Chaharasia and tlie liamlet of Khairabad. The 
main position commanded the whole gi’ound in front, 
and ^vas inaccessible, except at a few points. 

Up to this period all the General’s operations liad 
led the enemy to expect that the attack would be 
delivered against their left at the Sang-i-Na-wishta 
defile, and they were seen to be concentrating their 
forces in that quarter, This position was so strong, 
and could only ha^'^e been carried witli such loss, that 
Sir Fi'ederick ilbberts determined that the real attack 
should be made by an outflanking movement upon the 
riglit of tlie enemy, while theii' left continued to be con- 
tained by the force originally detached under Colonel 
Cunie. The difficult task of executing this attack 
and of dislodging the enemy from their position was 
ejitnisted to Brigadier-General Raker, and for the 
pui'pose the following troops were placed at his disposal, 
in addition to tlie detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Currie already mentioned, and which was now halted 
between the camp and the left of the Afglian position; 

t rivalry IHth Bengal Cavalry (ilAttachment). 

{ No- 2 Moimtfthi Bfittory, 2 {centre flivitsloiOj 1 n. j ‘ 

Licutciaat V. E, Al)4l>- 

2 guns {(Jittling), (Japtinn Erofulfoot. f 

/72nti Highlander# (700 Lieutenaut-C'olouBl t'larke, 

IntHnirv * Punjab Infantry (200 Captain iX M^'K, Hall 

^ 15th Gurkhas (6 companies^ 300 riileij), Major Fitzhugh- - 
INo. 7 C.-ompMuy Sappers* And Miners, Lieutenant Nugent, ji.p„ 

In accordance with the proposed plan the main attack 
was reinforced with 350 rifles of the 23rd Fioneer.s, uiider 
Lieutenant-Colonel Currie, wtiich were withdrawn from 
the containing force on the riglit front. The conimand 
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wi, latter now devolved on Mai or George \\ hito, 
92nd Highlanders; with this detachment three guns G-3, 
Royal Artillery, were substituted for the two mountain 
guns, besides which it now consisted of i—Two squadrons 
of caVcilrv made up of detaeluiients of the Otii l.jiineei's, 
5th Punjab Cavalry, and 12th Bengal Cavalry, in all 
about 14.0 sabres, under Major Hammond ; a wing of 
the 92nd Highlanders under Major J. C. Hay, and 100 
rifles of the 23rd Pioneers under Captain Id. Paterson, 
making a total of 384 bayonets. Major Wliite’s orders 
were to threaten the Sang-i-Nawislita Pass, to prevent 
the enemy occupying any portion of the Chaharasia 
village, to advance within artillery range of the enemy's 
main position, and when, but not before, the outflanking 
movement was thoroughly developed, and when the 
enemy were in retreat, to push the cavaliy through 

the pass and pursue. , , 

Meanwhile the column for the mum attack was 
assembled by General Baker in the wooded enclosures 
of Cliaharasia, a collection of detached villages, in the 
jiiost convenient of wliicli lie selected *i plcicc foi his 
I’eserve ammunition and field hospital, heiiographing to 
the General commanding the division to increase the 
strength of the small guard lie was able to leave there 
ill ciiarge. One hundred bayonets were sent at once 
from the 3th Punjab Infantry, and the remainder of 
that regiment foUow'ed as soon as transport could be 
procured for its ammunition. This only left, for the 
protection of the camp, the horse artillery battei-y, 
between COO and 700 infantry, and about 450 cavalry, 
and from this small force patrols and picquets were 
tlirown out to watch the enemy on the hills on 

I’he troops under General Baker advanced close to 
the left of Chiaharasia, cover being there afforded for 
some little distance by the enclosures adjacent to the 
viUages, and about 11.30 a.m. emerged into the open 
and were immediately engaged with a large number 
of the inhabitants of the Chardeh villages, supported 






A HOT ENGAGEMENT 

by a eonsideralile force of the Afghan regulars. The 
Brigadier-General now extended one Gompariy of the 
72nd Highlanders, under Captain R, H. Brooke-Hunt, 
to crown the heights on tiie left. '’J.’tus company 
established itself on a small peak next to the rocky 
and elevated ritlge held by the enemy a.s the extreme 
right of their position. Running along this ridge, and 
stretching across the Indaki road on to infericM’ hills, the 
Afghan right wing was holding a line considerably in 
advance of their left wing on the Sangd-Nawishta 
heights, and one which could not easily be turned. 
The lieight.s on the enemy’s extreme right were 
inaccessible in front, while the fire from them .swept 
the slope.s up which the troops must advance. It was 
necessary to dislodge the enemy first of all from this 
point, w'hich was, in fact, the key of the pG,sition, 

I’he company of the 72nd Highlanders on the left 
having gained a footing on the crest of the spur, could 
make no further progress, and were shortly afterwards 
reinlbreed by two companie.s of the 5th Gurkhas under 
Captain- Gook, v.c., the main body of the 72nd attacking 
the enemy in front, their advance being well covered by 
the two guns of the mountain battery. Owing, how¬ 
ever, to the obstinate re.sistance of the enemy, and the 
extremely difficult nature of the ground on the left 
fliuik, the advance was somewhat checked, so that twx) 
more compTOie.s of the Gurkhas, commanded by Major 
EitzHugh, and 200 men of the 5th Punjab Infantry, 
under Captain Hall, were pushed forward to strengthen 
the dii-ect attack, the former extending the fighting line 
on the right of the 72nd, whilst the detachment of the 
5th Punjab Infantry was echeloned in rear of the left. 
Tlie 23rd l^ioneei’s supported the right of the front line. 

The engagement now became hot, but little progie.ss 
could be made so long as the enemy retained possession 
of the commanding height on their right flank. As it 
wa.s by this time evident to them that the real attack 
was being directed against this point, and their troops 
were seen to be moving in hot haste to its support, it 
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became imperative to carry their position before it could 
be I’urther reinforced. Already^, judging by the colours 
displayed, it appeared that llrigadier-General Jiaker 
was now opposed by seven regular battalions, besides 
the host of irregular auxiliaries. 

At 3 p.m., after two hours’ fighting, the ridge 
on tlie British left was seized, and the retreating 
eiiemy was exposed to a cross-fire w'hich inflicted a veiy 
heavy lo.ss. ’J'he general advance was then sounded, 
and the first po.sition was gallantly carried by the 
72nd Highlanders, 5th Gurklias, and 5th Ifonjab 
Infantry, The enemy fought well to the last, and 
charged close up to the 5th Gurkhas, wdio, however, 
commanded by Major FitzHugh, repizlsed them with 
heavy loss. The 73nd Highlanders bore the brunt of 
the early part of the engagement on this flank, as 
evidenced by their numerous casualties. They were 
admirably led by their company officers, under the 
skilful direction of I^ieutenant-Colonel Clarke, assisted 
by his Adjutant, Ijieutenant li. H. Murray, while the 
conspicuous gallantry of Private MacMahon was espe¬ 
cially marked. This young soldier, closely followed by 
a few Gurkhas, was to a great extent instrurzientid in 
taking the extremely strong position above mentioned, 
and for his intrepidity on this occasiorr he was subse¬ 
quently decorated wnth the V'ictoria Cross. Tlic 
opposing force of the Afghans had now retreated to 
a position some fiOO yards in rear of that from which 
they had been driven ; and against this the British 
troops advanf;ed in rushes, covered by the fire of the 
mountain battery. In the first line the 73nd High¬ 
landers were on the left, two companies of the Gurkhas 
in the tientre, with two companies of the 23rd Pioneers 
on tlie right; the detaclunent 5th Punjab Infantry 
and remainder of the 23id supporting the attack. 
After defending this pLaee for half an hour, the enemy 
again fell back, the attack made by a company of the 
Pioneers, under Lieutenant D. Chesney, supported by 
the 72nd Tlighlanders, 5th Gurkhas, and two companies 
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92nd Highlanders, under Captain R. H. Oxle 5 % 
detached from Major White’s force, proving irresistible. 

In the meantime the small column under Major 
White, 92nd Highlanders, had engaged the Afghan left 
vtdth great sucee.ss. The enemy’s advanced posts on the 
lull south of the Sang-i-Nawishta and in front of the 
gorge preyeJited the guns irom getting within range 
of the main position. It was, therefore, necessary to 


ca.pture them, a.s a preliminary to effective co-operation 
with Genera] Baker’s attack. Major White accordingly 


advanced to the right of and parallel to the I’oad. 
About 12.30 p.m. the southern hill was gallantly 
taken by two companies of the 92nd Highlanders 
imder Captain H. F. Cotton. The half battery of 
G-3, Royal Artillery, was then advanced to a position 
between the hill and the road, from whence Major 
Parry’s guns engaged the four guns of the Afghans, 
which were advanced in front of the Sang-i-Nawishta 
defile. The latter were apparently supported by about 
three battalions of infantry. 

Brigadier-General Baker’s troops on the left having 
by this time carried the enemy’s first position, Major 
White directed Captain Oxley, 92nd Highlanders, to 
advance with two companies and assist in the attack on 
the second position, iis before mentioned. 

The Afghan light wing and centi'e were unable to 
make any further stand against this renewed attack. 
They broke and fled down the rei^erse slopes of the hill 


in a north-westerly direction, taking refuge in the 
Chard eh villages. *At 3,4.5 Brigadier-Genei'al Baker’s 


rhe 


infantry were in possession of the main ridge. _ 

first objective point was thus gained; and pivoting on 
the right, the troops broiight round their left, and 
adi'anced against the now exposed flank of the enemy’s 
left wing. At the same time Ma-jor White,^ taking 
advantage of this movement, advanced from the 
southern hill, and shortly after 4 o’clock w^as in posses¬ 
sion of the defile and the guns in front of it. Com- 

f BP Ills i^altantry on tbis Major IVhitt; received the V*Ci 
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pletely outflanked and enfiladed by the fire of General 
Baker’s troops, the remaining portion of the Afghan force 
made but little resistance, '.rhey rapidly aliandoned 
the position, and retired across the Jvabul River towards 
the north-east. Brigadier-General Jiaker occupied the 
crest of the rocky precipitous heights, which hadTonned 
the rigiit of the enemy’s main position, witli the 
23rd Pioneers, and paused to allow of the infantry 
being replenished with ammunition. He then advanced 
along the ridge towards the Sang-i-Nawlshta defile. 
At the same time a company of the 92ud Highlanders 
ascended the height to the left of tlie gorge, and took 
possession of the twelve mountain guns in position 
there, which had been abandoned by the enemy. 

The rapid and dashing advance through the pass of 
the squadron of the 5th Punjab Cavalry, under Major 
Hammond and Captain Carr, and the party of 0th 
Lancers under Captain Apperley, materially contributed 
to the rout of the enemy and the abandonment of their 
guns ; but the cavalry were checked at the river by the 
enemy’s rear guard, on whom they were unable to 
make any impression, as the gi'ound was unfavourable 
for the action of the arm. On perceiving this, Brigadier- 
(ieneral Baker ordered his mountain guns to shell the 
enemy from the lieights while the 23rd Pioneers and 
5th Punjab Infantry descended the lull at the double 
to engage the remains of the Afghan force, who were 
soon compelled to make a iiurried retreat; but as 
darkness was now fast approaching, no further pursuit 
could be attempted. Brigadier-General Baker w^as, 
therefore, compelled to content himself with holding 
the ground in advance by picquets, and occupying botli 
ends of the Sang-i-Nawfishta defile, '.rive main body of 
the troops bivouacked on the heights to west and^ north 
of the pass, forming part of the position held by the 
enemy In the morning.* 

AVhile General Baker was thus successfully engaging 
the Afghans oirthe heights m front of Chaharasia, the 

' No use wRja made of the cai^alry ou tim enemy's right Hank* 
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enemy on each flank remained on the hills in an attitude 
of expectancy. They did not venture into the plain 
within reach of tlie cai'^alry patrols; but one party, bolder 
than the rest, caused so much annoyance to a picquet of 
the 92nd Highlanders, that they were attacked iind dis¬ 
lodged by a detachment led by Lieutenant 11. A. Grant. 
Color-Sergeant Hector MacDonald (whose skilful 
management of a detachment against superior numbers 
in the Hazar-Darakht defile has been already mentioned) 
here again highly distinguished himself.* 

On this day, on the Uritish side, there was engaged 
a force equal to about three and a half battalions, two 
weak squadrons, and seven guns, having a total strength 
of 1,090 Biiti sh and 1,513 native soldiers. The casual¬ 
ties were comparatively slight. The 72nd Highlanders 
had 3 killed and 1 officer (Lieutenant C. H. Fergusson.) 
and 33 men wounded. Tlie 28rd Pioneers had 1 sepoy 
killed and their Surgeon (Dr. A, Duncan) and 2 men 
wounded. The .5th Punjab Infantry had 4 killed and 
1 officer (Captain C. Young) and 4 sepoy.s wounded; 
tlie .5th Punjab Cavalry, 1 killed and 2 wounded ; the 
9th I^ancers, 1 man wounded ; No. 7 Company Sappers 
and Miners, 2 wounded, ^i’otal British loss, 3 officers 
wounded ; 18 rank and filed killed, and 67 wounded. 

'I'iit' infantry expended 41,090 ronnd.s, of which over SO,000 
were by the Highlandeis. 

The half battery G-S, Boyal 

Artillery, fired . . C comiiion shell (|M>rciissi<)n fuzes). 

71 siimpnel (iitue fuzes)- 

Total 77 rounds. Casualties nti. 


No, S Mouutaiij Battery 
fired^^— 

10 coniiTiou shell. 
94 shrapuel shell. 

Total 104 roiuid?^. 


Casualty 1 unde slightly M-ounded, 


One Gatling fired 9 drums ; the other got Janiuied after firing 
half a druiu. Casualties 7vL 

^ Color-Ser^t?aut H. MacOoiuilil auhsequontly received a coituitj 8.^51011 in the 
02 )id Gordon Highlander^:. 





.Tudging from the number of troops seen, and 
from information subsequently received, General Sir 
Frederick Uoberts calculated that Iti regular regiments 
were opposed to General Baker’s small force ; and that 
these, aided by contingents from the city and neigh¬ 
bouring villages, brought up the total force of the 
enemy to several tliousand men. They appear to have 
been commanded by Sardav Nek Muhammad Khan, 
uncle of the Amir and Governor of Kabul, who had 
been in intimate, if not per.sonal, communication with 
\ akub Kliaii since he joined the British camp ; besides 
him were General Ghukm Haidar Khan (Charkhi), 
General JMutiammad Afzal Khan, and Siirdar Muham¬ 
mad Zaman Khan, Governor of Khost, Their loss 
in killed alone was estimated at upwards of 300 
men, to which were added a large proportion of 
wounded. 

All the gun.s, twenty in number, brought out from 
Kabul to assist in the defence of the position, were 
captured ; amongst them was an S-in. brass howitzer 
presented to the Afghan State by the British Govern¬ 
ment ; wliilst a large number of small-arms and 
ammunition used against us were also gifts from the 
same source. The Ghilzais from Tezin and Hisarak 
assembled in large numbers to join the enemy in the 
Chaharasia engagement, but arriving too late, some of 
them returned to their homes, though a good many still 
waited about Kabul to see the result of any fresh stand 
made by the regular Afghan troops. 

Three battalions were also on their way from 
Ghazni, thi'ee from Kohistan (Charikar), and six more 
with three cavalry regiments from Afghan Turkistan, 
’I’he an-ival of these considerable reinforcements was 
anticipated by Sir Frederick Koberts’s action, and they 
beat a retreat on hearing of the defeat of the Kabul 
troops. The rear guard under Brigadier-General H. T. 
Mficpherson encamped at Cliaharasia, a demon.stra- 
tion being made against the camp tliere by considerable 
bodies of Afghans on the morning of the 7th, but these 
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AT J5ENI HISSAll 

were speedily driven from tiieir position by detachments 
of lire C7th Foot and 28th l^mtjab Infantry. 

(.)i) the same inuriiirig Sir h^redorick ISoberts., ivitli 
the Cavaliy lirigade, I'-A, Koyal Hoi'se Artillery, and 
0-3, Royal .^U’tillejy, the 7th Company Sappers and 
Miners, a wing of the !)2nd Highlanders, the 23rd 
Ftoneers and Gatling guns, proceeded tlirough the 
Sang-i-Nawishta defile to Beni Hissar, a large irregnlar 
village, 2 miles south of the Bala Hissar, situated on 
the Logar road at the foot of a long spur of tlie 
Takbt-i-Shah. While passing through the defile some 
bands of liill men opened fire on the column, but were 
speedily silenced by the British infantry. 

At Beni Hissar, Sir Frederick Roberts determined 
to encamp his whole force prior to Ids final advance to 
Kabul. Meanwhile, however, having ascertained by 
means of cavalry patrols that the Bala His.sar had been 
evacuated, but having reeeiv'ed information that three 
of tlie' Afghan biattalions, winch had been in Kabul at 
the time of the attack on the Residency, w^ere entrenching 
themselves on the heights north-west of Kabul, and 
had been joined by some of the force defeated at 
Chaharasia, the Major-General directed Brigadier- 
Genend Duitham Massy, on the morning of the 8th 
0(;tober, to move out towards Deh Mazang, where a 
force of the enemy was said to be encamped, and 
tJiereafter to place his brigade in .such a position as 
would osable him to intercept the retreat of the 
Afghans, in case they sliould disperse towards Ihirki- 
stan. Tile troops available for this purpose consisted 
of: 

( 9 til Irfiticiii's (1 smificlmn), Captain Apiiarley. 
fith Punjab Cavalry (3 squadrons;), iSlajoi' Hamniond. 
l^tli Ik’ugal Cavnliy, Major Gi’eoii, 

.Mth heiigal Lantei’s, l,ieiiteuant-Colonel Boss. 

Tins cavalry brigade started at 1 a.m,, and, owing 
to the .shortness of the notice, no rations, and but little 
grain, eoultl be taken, l:*ro(;eedlng in a northerly 

15 
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^^0^0 ENEMY ON THE ASMAI HEIGHTS!^ 

direction over the Siah Sfu>|T range of hills, and thence 
we.stward, tlie brigade reached the fortified cantonment 
of Sherpiir, wljich vi'as examined and found to have 
been recently evacuated, and its large artillery park 
deserted. Erom this point it could be seen that the 
Asmai heights on the further side of the Kabul River 
were crowded with the enemy, who occupied a very 
sti'ong position, with guns, unassailable by cavalry, 
and commanding the direct road running Buland 
Kala over the Aliabad Kotal to Deh Mazang, and 
thus necessitating a considerable detour vid the village 
of Baraki and over the Nanachi Kotal at the extreme 
edge of the ridge. On ascertaining the position and 
great numbers of the enemy. General Massy heiio' 
graphed the facts to tlie Major-General, and then 
proceeded as quickly as possible by the route described 
into the Cliardeh plain, within about a mile of Deh 
Mazang, to tlie east of which village was seen tlie 
enemy’s camp pitched on 'the slope of the liill, under 
the protection of their guns and infantry, which fact 
was also heliographed to the British camp at Beni 
Hissar. 

'fhe Bj’igadier-General now threw out three picquets 
of two squadrons each, covering the roarls from the 
west and iioi'th, two squadrons being retained in reserve 
in front of the Asmai position. In this formation the 
brigade remained throughout the remainder of the day; 
but as darkness began to close in, and it became evitlent 
that tlie Britisli infantry would not be able to carry 
tlie heights before niglitfall, the Brigadier collected his 
scattered squadrons and bivouacked for the night under 
cover of two walled enclosures, between the roads 
I'unuiug past Aliabad and Deh Buri. Ha^'^ng every 
reason to suppose that the enemy had no intention of 
abandoning their position without further figViting, and 
antiei]jating for the cavalry a hard day’s w(?rk on the 
morrow, General Ma.ssy was anxious to rest and feed 
the men and horses, many of whom hart iiad nothing 
to eat since early morning; but the endeavours to 
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collect supplies were only very partially successful, as 
in consequence of the firing the villagers refused to 
venture out after dark. 

Meant! nie Sii- Frederick Ho belts was.inforjned hy the 
first reports from tlie cavalry reconnaissance that tlie 
enemy appeared determined to make a final stand on 
the Asniai heights, where they v^'ere in a strong posi¬ 
tion, aided by twelve guns overlooking the city. He 
therefore decided to attack, and Hrigadier-General 
Baker was ordered to advance with the following' 
force: 

.'Right division No. % Mouiihiiii Battery (oO), under 
j Litnitenant E. A, Suiitli, n.A, 

'■ So. 2 Sub-division of CJatlinga (32), uihIoi' Ceptain A. 
I Broadfoot, u.a. 

2 companies 72nd Highlanders (142), under Captain 
C. W. N. Guinness. 

Hour)-quarters wing 92nd Highlanders (370), under 
Lieutenant-Colonel G. N. Parker. 

2<5i'd I’iotieeiti (470), under I.ieutenHut-Colonel A, A. 
Currie. 

Total—British 534, Native 520; Grand Tottd 1,054. 

Starting from the camp at Beni Hissar at about 11 ii.m. 
on the 8th October, General Baker directed three com¬ 
panies of the 92nd Highlanders to cross tlie Takht-i-SInili 
at Khiddar Ziarat, some 600 yards south-west of the 
Bala Hissar. '.L'hence they were to proceed along the 
foot of the range, at the same time keeping up ’com¬ 
munication with the Brigadier, who, accompanied by 
the rest of the force, advanced along the ridge re¬ 
connoitring tlie enemy’s position. 

General Baker had not proceeded far along the 
summit of the heights when his advanced parties came 
in contact ivith the enemy’s scouts and picquets, whidi 
retired before them. It was now seen tliat this ridge 
gave the troop.s complete command of tlie direct rear of 
the enemy’s position and of their camp. Accordingly 
Captain Guinness’s company of the 72nd was ordered to 
proceed along the top of the ridge, followed by the two 
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ginjs under liieutenant Smith, ancl the Gatling with the 
28i’d Piotj.eers, whilst the 92iid Higldanders occupied 
the ridge on the left above Ihiber’s tomb. The ground 
over which the eolumn had to advance was of so difficult 
a itature that inueli delay ensued, and the day was 
drawing to a close before Cieneral Raker found himself 
near enough to engage the enemy. On reaching the 
extreme point at the top of the ridge, tlie guns came 
into action, and at the same time the infantry (two com¬ 
panies 72nd. one company S)2nd) took up a position some 
5Q() or 600 yards in front, on lower ground, which com¬ 
manded the road leading up the gorge from the city, 
and also allowed of the troops there coming into action 
against a detachment of the enemy located in a tower at 
the foot of the heights on the opposite side. The fire 
of tlie two mountain gun.s, although directed with great 
accuracy on tlie enemy’s artillery, made but little effect 
iigain.st the lieavder artillery opposed to tliem, which 
consisted of six field gims and six 7-pouiiders. 

Reinforcements were sent out in the course of the 
afternoon consisting of: 

Wing, (j7th Uogiment, 

2 companies 5tli Gurklia-s, 

2 divisions No. 3 Mountain Battery, Captain Sivinley; 

but, owing to tlie roughness of the ground traversed, 
they did not reach Genend Baker till late. 

As these reinforeetnents had not made their appear¬ 
ance .by 5 p.m., the Brigadier-General determined on 
attacking the enemy’s po,sition .should dayliglit allow of 
it, and a wing of the 92nd, with the Pioneers, were told 
off for this purpose; but, by the time dispositions had 
been made for sm as-sault, it was evident tliat sufficient 
daylight did not remain to enable the attack to be 
carried well home, and tlie General was reluctantly 
compelled to defer it until the following morning. The 
reinforcement above mentioned arrived at dark, and 
thus General Baker found himself quite in a position, 
as regarded the number of troops, to assail tlie enemy 
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on the Asmui heights ivt daybreak. He had, however, 
great misgivings as to the enemy maintaining his position 
till the morning, and in reporting to the Major-General, 
he I'ceommended tliat the enemy’s retreat should be 
further cut off by a force on tlie Kohistan roncl. 
IJrigadier-t-ieneral H. Goiigli was, therefore, sent in 
that direction with some cavalry and two guns, Royal 
Horse Artillery. At 1.30 a.vn. on the 9th October 
General Balcer, still fearing tliat the enemy might 
retreat during the night, despatched a strong patrol, 
consisting of 100 men of the 23rd l^ioneers under 
Chiptaiii Paterson, and .50 men of the 92nd High¬ 
landers under Captain Oxley, accompanied by Tjieu- 
tenant C. H, Manners-Smith, 3rd Sikhs, Deputy 
Assistant CJuartermaster-General, to move in the direc¬ 
tion of the enemy’s encampment. This detachment 
soon came into contact witli some few of the Afghans, 
whom they killed or took prisoners; and from these 
latter it was ascertained that the main portion of the 
enemy had dispersed to their homes, and that about 800 
of the regular troops had alone retained their cohesion ; 
this body, under the general who liad commanded the 
whole force, Sluhammad Jan Khan (of Wardak), had 
gone in a westerly direction, but whether towards 
Bamian, Gliazni, or Ha/arajat, the prisonci'.s were 
unable to state. This information was reported at 
about 4.30 a.m., an hour befoi'e daylight; and the 
first action taken by Brigadier-General Baker was to 
despatch a mounted native witti the intelligence to 
Brigadier-General Massy, who with his cavalry was 
at Dell fila'/iang. 

Immediately on receipt of this message the Cavalry 
Brigade proceeded at a gallop along the Ghazni road 
as far as tlie village of Kala Kazi, 7 miles west of 
Kabul, but without finding any traces of the fugitives. 
Here a heliogram was received from Sir Frederick 
Roberts, in accordance with which two squadrons were 
detached across country to the Kohistan road, with 
equal ill success. Tlie rest of the brigade continued 
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their rapid iTiat’eli along tlie Ghazni road as far as 
Kotal-i-Takht, 22 miles from Kabul, whore, at about 
1 1 a.m,, the 5t.h Punjab Ca^^alry came on a small paidy 
of the enemy, of whom twenty were killed aft<;r a des¬ 
perate resistance. No others of the fxigitive Afghans ivere 
seen, and the horses and men being now much exhausted, 
the Brigadier returned to camp,’sending forward only 
two squadrons of the 12th Bengal Cavalry a further 

8 miles, in order to verify the a.ssertions of the villagers 
tlmt no troops had passed along the Gliaxni road. These 
s(juadroiis rejoined the Cavalry Briga<ie on the 10th, 
IJl’igadier-Genera! Massy with the remainder piissing 
without mishap through the city of Kabul, and reaching 
the camp at the Siah Sang heights by niglitfall. 

Altlioiigii no casualties occurred amongst the men 
of the Cavalry Brigade, yet some score of horses died 
during or from the results of this hard day’s work, 

“ The men were without food both days tliey were 
out, but they behaved splendidly, not a grumble being 
heard. For instance, the [squadron of the] 9th 1 jancers 
started on the morning’ of the 8t,h, after having received 
one loaf to every three men. 'I'hey carried no food, as 
only a reconnaissance was intended ; and at night some 
sheep were killed for them, and they tried to eat the 
flesh after roasting the animals whole. They liad 
nothing but their swords to use in cutting up the 
carcases, and they found it quite impossible to eat 
the flesh; so on the 8th they went supperless to bed. 
On the 9th they were in t]^e saddle from 5 a,m. to 

9 p.m. (wiien they reached this camp, Beni Hi.ssar), and 
the pursuit and return were made in such quick time, 
that again there was no chance of getting food. Horses 
and men of all the regiments out with General Massy 
were quite exhausted when they at last reached their 
quarters here” {'/'he Afghan l^^ar of 1879-89, by 
Howard Henstnan, pp. 48-9). Meanwhile the whole 
of the enemy’s camp on the Asmai heights and their 
baggage animals and twenty-one guns liad fallen into 
our hands. During the day the British camp had been 



THE RESIDENCY 

.. (Voin Beni Hissar to the Siah Saiigi a low, 

isolated hill lying between the city of Kabul and the 
eoiifluejice of the Kabul and Eogav Rivers. 

On the lOtli October Sir Frederick Roberts visited 
the Sherpur cantonment, avid the 5th Punjab Cavalry 
were ordered to remove tliitlier to protect the guns^ 
and stores found thert;, including seventy-six pieces of 
ordnance {vide Appendix XI.). _ , . , 

On the following day the Major-General, wtih a 
small escort, closely examined the iiala Hissar and the 
buildings occupied by the late Envoy and his suite. Of 
the condition of this latter, the following g'raphic descrip¬ 
tion was penned by Mr. Ilensman, who aceoinpimied 
General Roberts on this occasion: 

“ Our first view of the Residency w'as of the rear 
wall, still intact, but lilackened on the top, where the 
smoke from the burning ruins had swept across. At 
each angle where the side walls joined were seen the 
loopholes from which tlie fire of tlie little force on 
the roof had been directed against the overwhelming 
numbers attacking them. Every square foot round 
these loopholes was pitted with bullet-marks, the balls 
luvving cut deeply into the hard mud plaster. I he 
western wall, which faced toward the Upper Bala 
Hissar, comma tiding it, was scarred with tliese^ marks, 
proving only too well how severe had been the fire from 
the higher level occupied by the mutineers in the 
arsenal. At this end the Residency was of thi-ee 
stories ; but the present wall does not indicate the 
lieight of more than two, the upper part imving col¬ 
lapsed when the five obtained a mastery over the 
buildings. A lane, 6 or S ft. wide, runs between this 
wall and the buildings on the right in which the Guides 
were fiuartcrcd. Plans hitherto published have made 
the Residency and these quarters one block, but tiiis is 
a mistake ; they were quite distinct." 

Riding along the lane and passing through a narrow 
gateway, half liloeked with rubbish, “ we entered the 
uiain court of the Residency, and were soon thoroughly 





able to appreciate tlie late of its defenders, 'i’he .southern 
end on our nglit huiitl -was standing untonclied. and 
eoiisi.sted of rooms built on wooden pillars so as to 
fonn a kind of oljlong pavilion, 'rhe nmd basement 
is a or 4 ft. fnmi the ground; and the whole struc¬ 
ture. except a few partition walls and the roof, is of 
wood, and. from the dryness of tlie cliniate, v^eiy 
inflamnifible. It is neatly whitewashed, and the upper 
rooms being open on both sides must be cool and 
pleasant. These were Sir Louis Cavagnari’s (quarters, 
and from them the rich Kabul plain beneath c^an be 
seen stretching away to the 'I’ezin. hills. 

“ The coiiityard of the Ilesidoney is about 90 ft. 
square, and at its northei'n end, where formerly stood a 
three-storied building like that T, have just described, 
are notiiing but the bare walls, blackened and sc.arred 
by fire, and a huge heap of rubbisli, the ruins of the 
roof and walls which fell in as tlie woodwork was 
destroyed. J?ortions of tlie partition walls still remain, 
jutting sullenly out from the mass of debris ; and these 
'only serve to make tlie place more desolate. The white- 
wa.shcd walls on the left are here and there bespattered 
with blood, and on the raised basement on which the 
building stood are the remains of a large fire, the lialf- 
ehari’ed beams still re,sting among the ashes. I'he ruins 
are s till smouldering. VV hether, as suggested, any bodies 
were burnt there is still an unsettled point; but in one 
room into which I went there can be no doubt fire had 
been used for such a purpose. The ashes were in the 
middle of the t;hamber, and near them were two skull.s 
and a heap of human bones still fetid. It would seem 
as if a desperate .struggle had taken place in this room, 
tlie blood stains on the floor and walls being clearly 
discernible. The .skulls are to be examined by surgeons, 
as it is possible tliey' may be those of Europeans. T'he 
Residency was looted so thoroughly tliat not even a peg 
has been* left in the Avails. In Sir Louis Cavagnari’s 
quarters, the ivindows merlooking the Bala Ilissar wall 
liave been torn out ei'cn to the sashes, and a few bits of 
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trliiss on the floor alone remain of them. The chintz 
hangings and pitrdas Imve been stripped away, a flut¬ 
tering bit of coloured rag on a stray nail being the only 
sign of such cheerfulness as this once gave. 

“ Bare cross-poles and rafters, floors rough with dirt 
and defiled wdth filth, staring white walls, with here and 
there a bullet mark—such are the once comtortahle 
quarters of our Envoy. The view over the Kabul plain 
is still as peaceful as when poor .Jenkins described it 
so enthusiastically, but all else is changed. '1 lie. one 
consolation is that a British army is encamped within 
gunshot of the walls. It is still difficult to make out 
the point at which the mutineers obtained entry into 
the Uesidency buildings, unless it was by a hole m the 
eastern ^vall, a little to the right of a small doorw.Hy 
leading to a loAver range of houses adjoining. Round 
this hole are scores of bullet-holes, and their direction 
seems to show that the defenders on the roof lired down 
as the men streamed in in the vain hope of checking 
them before they could rush forward and set fire to the 
woodwork. Once the lowxr part of the three-stoned 
building was in flames, notliing could save the brave 
men on the roof, as all retreat was cut oft. We vie\yed 
the scene of desolation for some time from the 
Sir liOiiis Cavagnari’s quarters, and General Roberts 
ffiive orders that nothing should be disturbed until 
"careful sketches had been made of the interior ot the 
Residency and its surroundings. Careful excavations 
for bodies will also be made among the ruins. It is 
absurd to talk of the Residency being a safe phice for a 
garrison. It is commanded completely from the walls 
of the arsenal in the upper Bala Hissar, and also from 
the roofs of some high houses to the south-west. In 
addition, houses closely adjoin it on the eastern side, 
and an attacking party sapping the walls would have 
perfect cover in this direction the whole time. Ihis 
may account for the breach in the walls, through which 
I have suggested the mutincei's made their rush. Hiding 
into the (juarters occupied by the Guides escort, on the 
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western side of the lune, I found but few biillet-i narks 
oil the walls. Facing was a high door, firmly closed 
and seemingly uninjured; but on going into the Sikh 
(liiarters on my riglit, and following a broad passage 
wliich turned at right angles towards the wall, a huge 
breacli was visible. ^Fliis was where the Afghans had 
blown in the gate after I^ieutenant Hamilton s noble, 
but inelfectual, efforts to check them. Three times 
he charged out, killing many men with liis sw^ord and 
pistol; but w hat could one hero do against a mob of 
fanatics ? No doubt, when it was seen that a breac^h 
was made, the Guides withdrew to tlie ^ Residency 
proper, and there nuide the last stand, first in the 
courtyard guarding the doors, and afterwards on the 
roof.” 

Karly on tlie morning of the 12th October, the day 
appointed for tlie formal occupation of the Ihda Hissar, 
the Amir .sought a private audience of Sir trederick 
Roberts and forthwith announced his intention of re¬ 
signing the Afghan throne. He w^as cautioned by the 
General not to act in haste, but persisted in his deter¬ 
mination, and his tents and those of his personal 
attendants were accordingly removed to the liead- 
(juarters camp the same afternoon, where Yakub Khan 
remained pending the receipt of orders from the 
Viceroy. Meanwhile he excused himself on tlie plea 
of illness from attending Sir Frederick Roberts’s entry 
into the Bala Hissar. He was represented, however, 
on this occasion by his eldest son, while the ceremony, 
rendered as impressive as possible by a full-dress parade 
of all the troops in camp, was attended by all the 
principal Sardars of Kabul. A proclamation was read 
by the Major-General in the l)i\van-i-Am of the Bala 
His.sar announcing to the people that they were now 
under martial law, and offering rewards for the capture 
of any persons concerned in the attack on the Residency 
or the massacre of its inmates {vide Appendix XII.). 

On the following day General Iloberts made a 
formal entry into the city of Kabul, and traversed its 
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main thoroughfares at the head of the whole 1^’ield h'orce ; 
after which the G7th Foot and .5th Gurkhas were 
quartered in the lower and upper Rain Hissar re¬ 
spectively, while Major-General .f. Hills, c.n., v.c.. was 
nominated to take over the oftice of Military Governor 
of Kabul, assisted by Nuwab Sir Ghuhun Hasan Khan. 

The Gurkhas and the GTth had only occupied their 
quarters in the Rala Hissar for three days, when, on the 
16th October, by an explosion of part of the great 
magazine within the fortress, Captain E. I). Shafto, ii.a., 
one soldier of the C7th, one native officer and eleven 
non-commissioned officers and men of the 5th Gurkhas, 
three sowars of the 5th Vunjab (Cavalry and five? 
ordnance lascars were killed, while four other men were 
seriously injured. Whether this deplorable catastrophe 
w^as the result of accident or malicious design was never 
discovered, nor could any light be thrown on the origin 
of the explosion. Captain Shafto was engagctl in 
taking stock of the large quantity of war matih 'id found 
in the fort, and all with him perished ; the (iurkhas 
were killed by the fall of an enormous mass of the Avail 
of the fort. 

The Avhole of the Gurkhas Avere at once ordered to 
leave their camp, and the 67th Regiment Avas also 
directed to vacate the garden of the DiAvan-i-Ain, which 
Avas dangerously close to the burning ruins; and as 
delay was fraught with danger, the tents and kits, etc., 
Avere not removed, and only the regimental ammunition 
Avas brought away. Exactly two and a half houi’S after 
the first explosion, another and more v'iolent one took 
place; but, owing to the precautions taken, no further 
loss of life happened amongst the troops, though sev'cral 
natives AA^ere killed by falling stones at upwards of 
400 yards’ distance from the side of the magazine. 

The 67th Regiment was provided with quarters for 
the night in the tents of the 72nd and 92nd Highlanders, 
Avhilst the Gurkhas Avere distributed over the camp as 
accommodation could be provided for them. As an 
instance of the good feeling which existed amongst the 




troops, it should bo mentioned that a large number of 
the 72nd Highlanders came forward and insisted upon 
making over their great-coats for the night to their 
comrades, tlie Gurkhas. “ Only those who know the 
coldness of the niglits here,” wrote Sir Frederick Roberts, 
“ c:in realise what a practical proof of regard for the 
regiment that had served so long witli them, this most 
creditable action on the part of the 72nd furnished.” 

Although these two explosions had been powerful 
enougii to level a large portion of the mjussive wall of 
the fort, a greater and still more terrible danger 
threatened the city; and this was the possible ignition 
’of the main magazine, a structure the reverse of sub¬ 
stantial, in which upwards of 4.50 tons of gunpowder 
were known to be stored. A, large portion of the fort 
was in Hames, a high wind was blowing, and constant 
minor explosions hurled burning beams and brands in 
all directions. Rarely 00 yards separated this magazine 
from the flames; its walls were considerably scorched, 
and during the night of the IGth its explosion was 
momentarily expected. However, towards morning 
the wind went down, the explosions became less 
frequent, and the flames to a certain extent sub¬ 
sided; but it Avas not till the afternoon of the 17th 
that it Avas deemed prudent to allow Avorking parties 
to endeav^our to extinguish the tire. Kven then the 
service was one of considerable danger, as efforts had 
to be made to guard against the fire making its way to 
the main magazine, whose bftdiy fitting Avooden doors 
had to be built up, and its weak roof and projecting 
AvoodAvork strengthened and protected. This dangerous 
AA'ork was well and bravely performed, and the General 
recorded iiA his despatch his “ very high sense of the 
services which the officers and men rendered Avho were 
engaged upon it.” Although tlie fire continued to 
smoulder for some time afterwards, all anxiety regarding 
the safely of the main magazine wjis now at an end. 

Meanwliile the Ghilzais, and the people of Kohistan 
Irngiu* and others, who had assembled around Kabul to 
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resist the British advance, apjjcared to have dispersed 
to their homes, and it was reported that three regiments, 
which had ]eft Ghazni to join the troops at Kabul, 
meeting tiie disheartened tribesmen and mutineers, had 
fled, abandoning twelve guns which they had brought 
witli them. Some cav^alry were sent by (ienei-al 
Roberts to bring these guns into Kabul, where they 
arrived on the 15th October. 

Disquieting intelligence was, liowever, received 
about the same time from the Shutargardan. 'J'his 
important post on the line of communication, which was 
garrisoned by: 4 guns No. 1 Mountain Battery, .‘Jrd 
Sikhs, 21st I’unjab Infantry, was said to be threatened 
by a considerable gathering of the tribes. I’udshah 
Khan, the Gliilzui chief, whose aid was no longer indis¬ 
pensable to the British force, and who had therefore 
been ousted in tlie negotiations in favour of his younger 
brother, had become recalcitrant. Ala-ud-din’s terms 
for remaining neutral were, or could be regarded as, less 
exacting, but he could not succeed in alienating the 
allegiance of any large proportion of the tribe from 
his elder brother Padshah Khan. Accordingly, on the 
17th October, Brigadiei-General flugh Gough was sent 
from Kabul to relieve Colonel Money at Shutarg.ardan 
with a column composed of the .5th Punjab Cavalry, 
4 guns No. 2 Mountain Battery, and the ,5th I’unjab 
Intiuitry. Brigadier-General Gough, with these troops, 
and a large convoy of transpoi’t animals, reached the 
Sirkai Kotal on the 15)th ; and although by the time of 
his arri\'al Colonel Money had already succeede<i in 
dispersing the enemy, yet he had the satisfaction of 
knowing that the ap{)earance of his column tended 
much to this success (see Chapter IX.). 

Having foi’warded a large convoy of ammunition 
and ordnance stores to Kabul, with some 500 details of 
various regiments, General Gough on the 28th October 
sent back the 21st Punjab Infantry to Ali Khel, and on 
the .30th finally evacuated Kushi and started on his 
return march to Kabul, taking with him the 8rd Sikhs 
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and 4 guns of the first (Moi’giin’s) Mountain Battery, 
ami also the heatl-quartors and three squadrons of the 
Dth Lancers, who had just come up from Ali Khel 
Communication with India im the Shutargardan was 
thus closed, and, until the telegraph line niathe Khyber 
and the Lata band Pass wjis opened on the li)th 
November, the force at Kabul was without communi¬ 
cations with its new base at Peshawar, and even then 
convoys did not pass up till the end of the month. The 
above troops arrived at Kabul on the 4th November, 
w’here the garrison of the Shutargardan were congratu¬ 
lated by Ceneral Roberts on their gallant defence of 
their post, a description of which will be found in a later 
chapter. 

\Vhile these events were in progress, the selection of 
a site for the winter cjuarters of the division had been 
under the consideration of the General and staff at 
Kabul. 

The ailvantage of using all existing roof accommo¬ 
dation seemed, at first glance, to indicate the Bala 
Uissar as the quarter which promised best to meet the 
requirements of the garrison; but its dangerous 
proximity to the large magazine which had escaped 
destruction, and the fact that it would not accommodate 
all the fort^e, and that tlie troops would have to be 
more or less scattered, eventually led the General to 
decide upon occupying the large and, for the most part, 
fortified cantonment of Sherpur, which was built by the 
Late Amir Sher Ali as winter (juarters for his regular 
troops. 

This cantonment, which lies rather less than a mile 
north-east of the city, contained large ranges of brick 
buildings which enabled Sir Frederick Roberts at once 
to house the entire European portion of his force, 
besides providing accommodation for the comnris.sariat 
stores, 'fhe native troops proceeded to hut themselves, 
aided by the materials at hand and woodwork brought 
from the dismantled portions of the Bala Hissar. 

A lofty and massive loopholed wall, with numerous 
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flanking towers, siirroniidefl three sides of the canton¬ 
ment, whilst the rear was protected by the Bimaru 
heights, on which the engineers proceeded to lay out 
<letensiv'e works. It was close to the site of the old 
Britisli cantoimients, but embraced in its defences the 
very heights which were such a danger in 1841, and in 
the struggle for possession of which so many lives were 
lost. A large portion of the division was at once 
mo\ed into Sherpur, and the commissariat depot was 
promptly established within the walls. The engineers 
set to work to make and superintend necessary pre¬ 
parations of the site; five months’ provisions, stores, 
forage, etc., were accumulated in the commissariat 
godowns, and the supply of fuel for tlie winter was 
fortunately ensured by the appropriation of the large 
stacks of wood foutid in the Sherpur cantonments. On 
tlie 1st November the camp at Siah Sang was broken 
up, and tlie main body of the 1st Division moved into 
the new quarters. 

On the ’idth October Sir P'rederick Roberts visited 
Butkhak, and selected a ptisition there for an outpost in 
the direction of the line of ad vance of the Khyber column. 
The position was a strong one, and easily defensible. 
’I'he telegraph line was now commenced in this direction 
from Sherpur, and pushed on with all convenient speed, 
hut it was not until the 19th November that telegraphic 
communication was opened up with India. 

On the same day a despatch reached Cleneral 
Roberts at Siah Sang from the British Government 
accepting the abdication of the Amir, Yakub Khan; 
and the following proclamation was issued by the 
Genera]; 

“I, General Roberts, on behalf of the British Govern¬ 
ment, hereby proclaim that the .^Vmir, having by his 
own free will abdicated, has left Afghanistan without a 
government. 

“ In consequence of the sliamefnl outrage upon its 
Fittvoy and suite, the British Government has been 
compelled to occupy by force of arms Kabul, the 
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capital, and to take military possession of other parts 
of Alghanistan. 

“ Yhe Kritish Gov'^erninent now commands tliat all 
Afghan authorities, chiefs, and Sardars do continue 
their functions in maintaining order, referring to me 
wherever necessary. 

“The British Government desires that the people 
shall be treated with justice and benevolence, and that 
their religious feelings and customs be respected, 

“The services of such Sardars and chiefs as assist 
in preserving order will be duly recognised ; but all 
disturbers of the peace, and persons concerned in 
attacks upon British authority, will meet with condign 
punishment. 

“The British Government, after con.sultation with 
the priiuapal Sardars, tribal chiefs, and others, repre¬ 
senting the interests and wi.shes of tlie various provinces 
and cities, will declare its will as to the future permanent 
arrangements to be made for the good government of 
the people. 

“Kabul, 2Hf/t October, 187S1.” 

On the same day Yakub Khan appeai-s to have 
contemplated flight to T’urkistan, and in consequence 
his tent was isolated by the removal of all those of his 
servants which had been pitched about it, and he was 
now placed under close arrest. The guard was increased 
to forty rifles (British), and four sentries surrounded the 
tent. A fifth sentry was posted inside the tent itself, 
and the Amir’s personal attentlants were oidy allowed 
access to him under guard and surveillance ; whilst his 
food was carefully examined, and all means of conveying 
information to or from him was removed. Meantime 
the work of in\'estigation by the Special Commission 
continued. 

At the end of the month Sir Frederick Roberts 
published to the troops under his command the thanks 
of the Queen-Empress for their gallantry at the action 
of Chaharasia and the other operations leadirig to the 
occupation of Kabul. 
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The task of opening up communication with Iiidia by 
’,vay of Jalalabad and tlie Kliyber was then commenced. 

On the 1st A’ovember Brigadier-General Macphcrson 
marched for Bntkhak with the following troops from 
Siah Sang: 


12th Bengal Cavalry, Major Green. 

F-A, ll.H.A., (4 guns), elephant equipment. 

67th Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel Knowles. 

2.Sr(l Piontiors, Licutenant-tJolonel Chirrie. 

28th Piiujah Infantry, Lieutenant-tJolonel Iludson. 


Arriving at Bntkhak the next day, the force was 
joined by Captain Swiniey’s guns of No. 2 Mountain 
Battery, which had just arrived from the Shutargardan. 
Here the post selected by Sir Frederick Roberts on the 
2t)th 0(;tober was occupied by forty rifles, and placed in 
a state of defence; and the field telegraph line from 
Kabul was laid down and opened. (4n the same day 
General Roberts himself arrived from Kabid accom¬ 
panied by several Ghilzai chiefs, and made a thorough 
examination of the Lataband and Khurd-Kabul routes 
eastwards towards the Khyber, as well as of the Chinari 
defile, which connects the two roads. Having completed 
his reconnaissance, the General returned to Sberpur on 
the evening of the Jlrd November. 

On the 4th November and following days Brigadier- 
General Maepherson advanced via Khurd-Kabul and 
Tezin to Seh Baba, and riding forward with his ad¬ 
vance guard to Katasang, he met the advanced parties 
of Brigadier-General Charles Gough’s detachment 
of the 2nd (General Bright’s) Division of the Kabul 
Field Force, which had advanced on the line of the 
Khyber to join hands with the brigade from Kabul 
(see Chapter X.). K'urther inspection having now 
proved the superiority of the Lataband route over 
that of the Khurd-Kabul Pass, it was decided that the 
main line of communication with the Khyber should 
be by the former road; a post was established on the 
I.,ataband Kotul, and the 23rd Pioneers and Sappers 
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were immediately set to work to improve the road and 
extend the telegraph line. 

From Sell Raha Rrigadier-General Macplierson 
moved his camp about 10 miles down the Tczin 
stream to its junction w'ith the Kabul River at Nagalu. 
Near here, on the lOth November, a foraging party, 
commanded by Captain A. .1. I’oole, of the (>7th Foot, 
Avas attacked by a considerable force ol Afghans, 
numbering some 700 or 1,000 men. On receipt of 
information of this attack, tlie Brigadier at once 
moved to Captain Poole’s assistance with 140 men 
of the Pith Bengal Cavalry, the four guns of No. 2 
Mountain Battery, 150 men of the G7th Foot, and 
96 men of the 28th J’unjab Infantry. The road was 
almost impassable, being blocked by laden camels ot 
fugitive friendly Afghans, and the General therefore 
directed the infantry and mountain guns to ascend a 
spur to the north of the road. ’I'lieir arrival there was 
most opportune, as two bodies of the enemy were at 
once seen, one about 1,000 yards distant to the right 
fi’ont, and the other about 1,700 yards off on the bank 
of the river at the entrance of the upper of two defiles, 
through which the river runs, advancing to envelop 
Captain I’oole’s company. On both of these Captain 
Swinley opened fire with his guns with such precision 
us to cause them immediately to retire. 

Major G. Baker, 67th Regiment, was now sent with 
the 28th Ihinjahis, the guns, and one company of the 
67tli along the mountain ridge in pursuit of the first 
party of the enemy, and the other company of the (i7th, 
under lieutenant R. F. Atkinson, was ordered to pursue 
the Afghans in the defile. The enemy retired behind a 
sangar, which extended along the ridge for quite a mile 
at right angles to the line of ad\'ance, and at first showed 
some di.sposition to contest this point; but eventually 
tl)ey continued to retire beyond the village of Doaba, 
wliich was entered by the troops. Having forced the 
enemy to retire from all the jjositions tliey had held 
to aboiit a distance of 6 miles from Nagalu Idvouac, 
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eneral jMacpherson recalled tlie tnxips across tlie river 
to the camp at Sarobi. 'Flie enemy appear to have been 
Safis of Tagao, and were reported to be acting under 
IJsnian Khan, who had previously written to tliat 
he was coming in to make his submission, 'rhree of 
Captinn Poole’s men were killed and four ineti woimfled 
in this affair. 

On the same date Brigadier-General Maepherson 
had sent back part of hi.s force under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hudson to work on the road over the T^aha- 
band Kotal, and the following day he again, marched 
with the remainder to Seh Baba, wliere a small post 
and commissariat depot was established. On the 
13th November Maepherson inarched across the 
Lataband Kotal to Cbaman Mela-Shuman, by a very 
rough and diflicult route, and on the 13th by an equally 
trying march to Biitkhak. Two guns of No. 2 Moun¬ 
tain Battery, a wing of the 23rd Pioneers, and the 
‘28th Punjab Infantry v^ere left at T^ataband to continue 
the con,struction of the road, under the command of 
I deutenant-Colonel J. Hudson. It w'as decided that 
the brigade under General Maepherson should remain 
at Butkhiik for tlie present; but tlie head-quarters wing 
of the 23rd Pioneers marched into Slierpur on the 1.5tb, 
on which thite General Roberts proceeded to Butkbak 
for inspection, returning to Ivabul the same evening. 

During this time the troops at Kabul had been 
employed in dismantling the Bala Hissar and in 
destroying tlie loose powder stored there, which had 
been sudi a source of danger to tlie vicinity, and of 
which only su/Hcient was now re.served for blasting w'ork. 
iVll time-expired men, the wounded, and those wlio had 
been pronounced unfit for fuLiher service raarciied from 
Kabul towards India on the 14tb November; while, in 
order to economise the consumption of the forage stored 
for winter use, the elepliants, spare bullocks, and sick 
transport animals were sent away from the capital. 

In anticipation of the detailed arrangements which 
it was propo-sed to carry out shortly for the organisation 
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Afglijn\istati, the 
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two divisions in 


of the several forces employed in 
Governor-General in Council was 
on Major-General Sir ¥. S. Roberts 
Lieutenant-General from the 11th 
and to place under his orders the 
Eastern Afghanistan from Kabul to .Tamnid inclusive. 

Since the middle of October a Military Commission 
liad been sitting to enquire into the circumstances 
attending tlie massacre of Sir Ijouis Cavagnari, and 
the after events up to the battle of Chaharasia, All 
the Afghan pri.soners captured during the operations 
since (lhaharasia were brtnight before it, and every man 
•wlio wa.s proA'ed to have taken an active part in tlie 
ma.ssacre was executed, flighty-nine in all were tided, 
of whom forty-nine were executed. Each separate case 
was enquired'into in the most thorough manner, great 
mmibers of witnesses being examined, nor were any .sen¬ 
tences of death cairied out before being approved and 
signed by Sir Ih’edcrick Roberts. On the 18tii November 
the Commission completed its onerous task, and the final 
report was forwardetl to Simla, wdiile on the 11th of the 
same month tiie Lieutenant-General published a pro¬ 
clamation of amnesty to all jiersons who had fought 
against Llie Britisli since the 3rd Septenrber, withliold- 
iiig, liowever, the benefits of tlie same from any persons 
concerned in the attack on the Residency. 

Rumours now became general of threatened risings 
amongst the tribes of the country round Kabul, and at 
length these reports gained so much .strength that, on 
the 21st November the Lieutenant-General despatclied 
Brigadier-General Baker into Maidan with the following 
force: 

n squadron Oth Lancers. 

2 squadrons Sth I’liiijab Cavalry. 

[9 squadrons 14tti Bengal l.niicers. 

(2 guns G-3 Royal Artillery. 

‘ \4 guns No. 1 Mountain Battery. 
rBritisli 50b rifles 92nd lligblamlcr.s 
1 1 400 rides Srd Sikhs. 


Cavalry 
Artillery 
Infantry - 


I^Nativej^yy rifles 5th I^unJalj Infantry. 



General IJaker’s instructions were to assist in the 
collection of supplies, which hf,i(.l been much impeded by 
the presence of hostile leaders in the district. On the 
22nd General Roberts himself left Kabul and joined 
General Raker on the following dcay at his camp beyond 
the ICotal-i-Takht. He was then informed that some 
hundreds of armed men were said to have gathered in 
the north of tiie upper valley of the Logar or Khawat 
River, inhabited by the Wardak Saiads, with the inten¬ 
tion of crossing into the Nirikh Valley, immediately south 
of Maidan, and that Bahadur Khan, one of tiie leading 
maliks of Nirikh, and head of the Umar Khel Ghilzais, 
had refused to come to the British camp when called 
upon to do so. An attempt was made to arrest tiie malik 
in question, but he evaded capture. The Jneuteiiant- 
General returned on the 26th to Kabul, leaving 
Brigadier-General Baker to continue the collection of 
supplies and to clieck further disturbances as much 
as possible. 

'riie latter remained in the Maidan district until 
tlie end of the month witlioiit encountering seriou.s 
opposition. On the 1st December, having despatched 
lai’ge (piantities of forage to Kabul, he returned to 
head-quarters and reported that the surrounding country 
was now apparently qiiiet. 

Since the 28th October the Amir had been kept 
in close confijiement at head-quarters; and on tlie 
29th November orders arrived from Simla for his 
immediate deportation to India. 

Yakub Khan lelt the British ctimp at 6,80 a.m. on 
the 30th November under charge of Captain 'I'umer, 
the Political Officer, and escorted by Major Harninond 
with a squadron of the 9t!i Lancers and a squadron of 
the 5th Punjab Cavalry. Four body-servants and a 
iaitlsful attendant alone accompanied the ex-inonareh, 
hi.s request that Yaliiya Khan and two other Sardars 
might accompany him being refused. 'Hie party moved 
by double marches, and reached l ,attiband the first night. 
At Jitgdalak on the 3rd an escort was furnished by 
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Brigadicr-CJeneml Charles Gough, and the journey to 
Peshawar was completed without incident in eight 
days, the rapidity of the Amir’s removal preventing the 
possibility of any tribal combination being eflected to 
obstruct Ins deportation. 

Yakub’s son and the members of the harem for the 
present I’emained at Kabul; w'hilst the Mustaufi Yahiya 
Khan and other Sardars still awaited orders from tlie 
Governrrrent as to their disposition. 

The following were the composition and distnbu- 
tion of the 1st Division, Kabul Field Force, on the 
1st December, 1871): 

Cabci. Field Foiici':. 


Cavalry 


Artillery 


Sappers 


In fail try 


Head-ijitciTtuTSf Hket'pur Cif/fitonvii'nt, 

|'9th liRnrers. 

J 5th runjab C^Javaliy. 

(Ifith Bengal lAiuierfi. 
fP-A, Ilnyal Horse Ai’tilleiy. 

I G-3, Royal ArtiUery. 

• j No. 1 Mountain Battery. 

[No. S Moiintaiii Battery (4 guns). 

. No. 7 ConvpiUiy (Sappei's and Miners), 
f67til Foot (7 eoinpaiiies), 

British] 72nd Highlanders (4 eotnpatiies). 

192nd Highlanders. 

^3rd Sikhs. 


1 


Native 


5 th I’unjal) Infantry. 
23rd rionet'fs (wing). 
^.5th Gurkhas. 


On Line of Cotiiimmiaitions heiii'cen Jagdatak and Butkfuiky 

Cavalry . • 12t,h Bengal Cavalry. 

Artillery . . No. 2 Moiintatii Battery (2 guns). 

To a' 1 rd7th Foot(] eompany). 
j B'^'tish ^ fiighiitndera (300 ritle.s). 

Iiifaiitry i /23rd I’ioneers (wing). 

j^Native Punjab Infantry. 



CHAPTER VIII 

RVENTS A'l' KABUL DURING DECEMBER, 1870. 

Kauuy in tlie month of December the reports of 
disaffection amoiigst the tribes west of Kaluii iiecnrae 
daily more _cireum.rtantiaL The general political situa¬ 
tion at this time was deseribeti as follows by Sir 
Frederick Roberts in a despatch dated the 2fJrd January 
1880: ^ 

“After the outbreak of last September and the 
niassacre of our Envoy, the advance of the British 
force fi’Oiri AH Khel was too rapid to give the Afghans, 
as a nation, time to oppose it. At Chaharasia the 
troops who had participated in the massacre, aided by 
large numbers of the disaffected townspeople, were 
conspicuously beaten in the open field, their organisation 
as an armed body was at an end, and their leaders all 
sougiit personal .safety in fliglit. It appears probable 
that at tins peiiod the genera] expectation amongst the 
Afglians wa.s tliat the Britisii Government Mmuld exact 
a lieavy retribution from the nation and city, which 
then lay at its mercy, and that after English vengeance 
had been satisfied, the army would lie withdrawn, 

J oi’Ly years ago an Englisli massacre had been followed 
by a temporary o{>eu])atioii of tlie city of Kabul ; and as 
l oJiock and Nott on that occasion had sacked and 
destroyed tlie great bazaiir and then retired, so now the 
people believed tliat the same signal punishment would 
be succeeded by the withdrawal of our troops. 

“ It thus happened that after the action of Chaharasia. 
lere foliow^ed a period of expectation and doubt ; the 
^vighans were waiting on events, and the time had not 
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yet iiii’ived when any national movenient was possible. 
Hut this pause was marked by certain occurrences, 
which doubtless touched the national pride to the quick, 
and which were also susceptible of being used by the 
enenues of the British Government to excite into vivid 
fanaticism the religious sentiment which has ever 
formed a promijient trait in iHglmn character, 

“The spectacle of the prolonged occupation by 
foreign troops of the fortified eantoniiient which had 
been prepared by the late Amir Sher Ali for his own 
army ; tlie capture of the large park of artillery and of 
the vast munitions of war, which had raised the military 
strength of the Afghans to a standard unequalled 
among Asiatic nations; the measures which had been 
taken to dismantle the Bala Hissar, the historical 
fortress of the nation, and the residence of its kings and 
principal nobles; and, lastly, tlie imprisonment and 
deportation to India of the ex-Amir Muhammad 
Yakub Khan and his leading ministers—were all 
circumstances which conspired to inflame to a high 
degree the natural antipathy felt towai’ds a foreign 
invader. Tlie temper of the people being in this 
condition, it wiis clear that only mutual jealousy and 
distrust among the chiefs could prevent theii' making 
common cause against u.s; and that, if any sentiment 
could he found strong enough to dominate such 
internal dissensions, a powerful movement might be 
evoked, having for its object our own expulsion from 
tlie country. Such an imjiulse was supplied by the 
fervent addresses to Muhammadan religious feeling 
made by the aged Miilla, Mir Muhammad, commonly 
known as the Mushk-i-Alam; by the universal de¬ 
nunciation of the English in the mosques of every city 
and village; by the appeals of the ladies of Yakub 
Khan’s tainily to the populai’ sympathies, and by the 
distribution of the concealed treasure which was at 
their command; and, lastly, by the expectation ^of 
sharing in the plunder of the British camp. The 
M u Has, in short, became the masters of the situation, 
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and Imving once succeeded In subordinating private 
quarrels to hati'ed of the common foe, the inoveiuent 
passed rapidly through the phase of religious enthusiasm, 
and <rulininated in nothing less than a national rising 
against tlie English invaders, d’he memories of the 
disaster of 1841-2 were again appealed to; it was urged 
that what had happened onee inight happen again ; and 
the people were assured that, if they would only rise 
suddenly and simultaneously, the .small English army 
in Sherpur might easily be driv^en from its position, 
and, as before, be overwhelmed in its retreat through 
the difllcult passes which divide Afghanistan from 
India. Such were the hopes of the chiefs and religious 
leadei's who hsid now combined against the British 
ijifidels; and, according to the information which I 
received, their intention was to gain possession of the 
city and Bala Hissar, and after occupying numerous 
ft)rts and villages in tlie neighhourliood of Sherpur, 
to surround the cantonments. 

“ To attain this oljject, tliey arranged that the forces 
from the south, viz. ftom Logar, iJurmat, the Mangal 
and Jadran districts and intervening Ghilzai country, 
should seize the range of hills wliich extends fronr the 
city towards Chaliarasia, and include the Bala Hissar 
and the high conical peak called the ‘ Takht i-Shah ’; 
that forces from Kohistan slmuld occupy the Asmai 
heights and hills to the north of the city ; while those 
from Maidan, W auiak and the Ghazni direction moved 
upon the city from the westward,” 

Under the circumstances thus described Sir Frederick 
Roberts endeavoured to deal with tiie advancing forces 
in detail, and before they could cojiccntrate or be joined 
by the disaffected people from Kabul and tlie adjoining 
villages. A^^ith this object a parade of all the troops at 
Sherpur was held on the morning of tiie 8th December, 
in order to impress the spectators witli tlie sight of their 
efficiency, and on the afternoon of the same day the 
following column started from Sherpur under Brigadier- 
(ieneral H. 'f. Macpherson, c.is., v.v ..: 





<L■a^'alrJ' 


Artillery . 


Jufanlry , 


MACPHEKSO^T’S ADVANCE 


§L 


f 9t.li [queers (I tjqiiadron) 
t i4th Beiif^al Liineers ft j^quailron) 
f F“A^ Royal Hofse Artillery. 

\ N(i, I Mo tin tain Biittery 
r British * C7th Foot . 

[ I 5tli Gurkiias ao^l ] 


401 


S y quad rolls, 
j- 4 guns. 


i )02 r riiios. 


JIaepherson’s original instructions were to reach the 
junction of the Bamian, Ghazni, and Kohistan roads 
near Arghandi, to prevent a junction between tlie 
Koliistanis and the Wai’dak general, Mui.aiumad Jan, 
and to force the latter back on arrother brigade under 
Baker, which, marching via Chaharusia and Chihil- 
dukhtaran, was to throw itself aevross the Ghazni road 
near Beni Badam. 

On the 9th December Maepherson halted, by order 
of tlie Eieu tenant-General, at Kala Aushar, to give time 
for the completion of Baker’s detour and to draw the 
enemy forward by an appearance of hesitation. Mean¬ 
time intelligence was received of large numbers of the 
enemy moving northwards from Arghandi towards 
Kohistan, as well as of a considerable Kohistarii force 
collected at Karez Mir, some 10 miles north-west of 
Kabul. General Maepherson was therefore directed 
to change the line of his advance and to attack the 
Koliistanis, and, as the country to be traversed was 
unsuitable for cav^alry, to leai^e the whole of his 
mounted troops, except one squadron of the 14th 
Bengal lyancers, at Kahi Aushar. 

With the remainder he marched at 7 a.m., on the 
10th December, via the Kirskhana 1‘jiss towards the 
Siu-kli Pass, which divides the Koli Daman from 
the Cliardeh V"aliey. The battery and infantry moved 
along the foot of the spura v^'^hich extend from the 
ridge to the west, and were halted behind a rise in 
the ground which liid them from the north, precaution 
being taken that their presence stiould not be be¬ 
trayed, and that no sign of the column .should appear 
above the sky line; whilst the squadron of the 14th 
Bengal Lancers was sent round to reconnoitre the 
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eastern approach to the Surkb Kotal, the baggage 
being meanwhile collected at the foot of the ravine 
up M'hieh the eoluimi ascended, irhe enemy were at 
once observed coming from a northerly direction ; and 
the cavalry reported a collection of some 2,000 men 
near Karez Mir, with groups advancing to join them 
from tile west. The General's stratagem was successful 
in fostering the conddence of the enemy, for about 
noon they had advanced within striking distance ; upon 
which an advanced party consisting ol’ two companies 
of the 67tli Foot under Major Baker, and two com¬ 
panies of the 5th Gurkhas under Captain Cook, 
approaching in perfect silence, suddenly burst upon 
the foe from a distance of 50 yards. Leaidng Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Money with five companies of the 
3rd Sikhs, one company of the OTth Foot, and two 
guns to hold the ridge, and sending I’oiind three 
companies of the 'ird Sikhs (which were very happily 
placed for the purpose) to annoy the enemy’.s left and 
support the cavalry, the General advanced with the 
rest of his force. Meantime the advance parfy were 
driving the men opposed to them down the hill to the 
plain, which lay between the Surkh l^iiss and the main 
position of the enemy on three conical hills, which 
covered Ivarez Mir with a front extending three- 
(juarters of a mile. The passage down the slopes 
was .so rapid, the order of attack in tliree columns 
(5th GurkhiivS on the left, 67th in centre, and 3rd Siklis 
and cavalry on the right) .so pi'oniptly formed under 
fjieutenant-Colonel Knowles, of the 67th Foot, and 
the general advance so simultaneous, that the flying 
enemy, under the fire of the two guns of Captain 
Morgan, could not rally until they reached the main 
body. Even there, although some of the Afghans 
made a stubl)orn resistsmee, nothing coidd with¬ 
stand the impetuosity of the assaidt; two miles of 
country were traversed and the enemy’s position cap¬ 
tured within an hour, wiiile Captain Morgan, bringing 
up bis guns with great rapidity, was able to inflict 
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severe loss on -what had now become a flying rabble. 
The Britisii casualties were one officer, Major FitzHiigh, 
5th Gurklias, and six nicn wounded, two severely. 

The enemy advancing from the soutli-west seemed 
incliiietl at first to ascend the Surkh J,*ass from the 
Paghman side and assist tile Kohistanis; >>ut on seeing 
tiiat Macplierson’s troops held all the commanding 
positions, and probably bearing of tlie defeat of their 
allies, tliey retreated towards Arghandi. 

Brigadier-General Maepherson at once (about noon) 
informed the Lieutenant-General by heliograph of: his 
success, whereupon tiie latter ordered Colonel B. L. 
Gordon, ii.h.a., to take the cavalry and liorse aitilleiy 
at Ausliar, reinforced by two squadrons irom Siierpur, 
and to endea^■om’ to cut off tlie retreat of tlie 
Koliistani.s. 'J'liis attempt, hoivever, was unsuccessful, 
as the enemy took to the hiUs. Colonel Gordon 
therefore returned to Kala Aiishar, and the two extra 
squadrons marched back to Slierpur, while Brigadier- 
General Maepherson bivouacked at Karez Mir for the 
night. ^ 

Karly on the morning of the 11th Brigadier-Geneval 
Dunham IRassy, in compliance with orders from 
General Roberts, left Slierpur with a squadron of the 
ytli Inincers and repaired to Kala Avishar, where lie 
took over command of the troops there and marcdied 
with the whole towards Arghandi, with the intention 
of meeting JVI aepberson, who was to advanee that 
nioiTiing ironi the Surkh Pass in a southerly direction 
against the Afghans under Muhammad Jan. 

“ Genei-al Massy’s orders w^ere to advance from Kala 
Ausliar by the road leading directly from the city of 
Kabul toward.s Arghandi and Ghazni ; to proceed 
cautiously and {{uietly, feeling for the enemy ; to coni- 
muiiicate with (General Maepherson ; and to act in 
eonfonnity with that offiicer’.s movements, but on no 
account to commit himself to an action until General 
Maepherson had engaged the enemy” {Iff(>Jo 7 '-CxCfteraf 
lioberts's dcsputdi). Ijater on General iMassy received 
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THK ENEMY IN FOKCE 


written instructions to “operate towards Arghandi in 
conjunction with General Maepherson.” 

At !) a.m. he started fi'om ICala Aushar. his force 
being composed as follows: 

Artillery: H.H.A, (4 Major H, tT. Smyth-WhuUmm. 

> r 5>tb Uuieers, ^ squad reus Lieiit etiao KJoloiiel R. S. delai^d. 

ava ry Bengal Ijancersj 1 squadron (44)-—C-aptain J, P. ( Neville, 

The wliereabouts of Cieneral Maepherson not being 
accurately known, a troop (consisting of 48 men) of the 
9th Ijancers, under Captain J. .T. Scott-Oiislioime, was 
despatched to the right to endeavour to establish 
communication with liim; but, although he eventually 
reached General Maepherson, he v^as unable to rejoin 
(General Massy, and consequently the cavalry force was 
reduced to 214 lances, with the four guns. 

In hopes of ultimately joining hands with Mae¬ 
pherson, Massy mov'ed in a south-west direction, and, 
instead of gaining the GluiKiii road by the ordinary 
route, started across country, intending to strike that 
road beyond the village of Kala Ka/a, Captain B. Gough 
being sent ahead witli his troop of the 9th Lancers as 
an advance guard. 

After advancing about 3 miles, being then about a 
mile to the north-west of the village of Kaia Kazi, 
Captain Gough reported that the enemy were occupying 
in consideraljle force tlie slopes of the hills on either 
side of the Gliami road some 3 miles distant. Never- 
tlieless General Massy still moved on, and shortly 
afterwards fiirtlier repoi’ts were received by him that 
the enemy were coming down into the plain in the 
direction of Kala Kazi; in order tlierefore to check 
their advance, and to detain them until he could see 
something of Brigadier-General Macplier-son’s for(;e, 
Massy ordered ]Ma;jor Smytli-Windham to open fire on 
tliem, which he did at a range of 2,900 yards. 

Major ’Windham’s range proved accurate, and for a 
time his firing checked the advance of tlie enemy. It 
was, however, soon evident tliat they were in immense 



'rilE GUNS IN DANGER 


§L 


miinbcTS (probably about 10,0(M>), that they were well 
led, and meant to come on. General Massy now moved 
a little nearer to Kiihi Kazi, and again ordered Major 
Windham to open fire, which he did with good effect 
fit 2,500 yiird,s, Tlie attack still developing towfirds 
the left of the liritisfi cavalry, Mas.sy again moved 
further in that direction, and the guns came into action 
fit 2,000 yjirds, after which lie directed Major Windham 
to change frtmt right back to a position on the bank of 
the river at i,700 yards’ range. This filso being ineffec¬ 
tual in stopping the enemy, vvlio still maintained a 
steady fidviinc;e, General Massy dismounted 30 men of 
tlie Otii iaincers, who commenced firing as soon as the 
Afghfins ciune witliin range of their carbines, but 
without any iippreciable result in keeping tlieir nia.sses 
back. The ciivalry find liorse artillery now kept on 
slowly retiring, the gun.s firing at intervals: <'ind about 
tins time General Roberts arrived on the ground, 
having left Slier pur with the intention of taking com¬ 
mand of the united forces of Generals Maepherson and 
Massy. Seeing the inutility of continuing a cavfili'y 
and horse artillery action against an enemy in such 
ov'erwlielming strength, and on gTOiind so uufavoiirnljle, 
the fjieutenant-Generai ordered General Massy to retire 
slowly, to find a road by which tlie guns could be 
brought fiway in safety, and to watcli for an opportunity 
for tlie cavalry to charge, so as to give time to extricate 
tlie guns. The order regarding the necessity of finding 
a line of retreat for the guns was also given to Colonel 


Gordtin, commanding the artillery, who had acconi- 


pariied General Massy from Aushar, where he had 
previously been in cwminand. On receiving these 
ordcT’S, General -.Massy sent an order to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cleland to cliarge with one squadron (120 
lances), directing Captain Neville to support him with 
the squadron of the 14th Bengal Lancers, whilst Captain 
Gough witli the remaining troops of the htli Lancers 
attacked tlic left flank of the enemy. These orders 
were executed in the most gallant rnaniier, tlie charges, 
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skilfully led by Cleland (who was dangerously wounded 
by a sword-cut and a shot tlirough his side), were well 
delivered and did considerable execution, but did not 
succeed in checking the enemy for more than a few 
minutes, '[’he Afghans were driven back for the moment, 
and had more troops been at band to ft>lloAv up the move- 
vnent, the desired result must have been achieved ; but 
the enormous odds told hea^dly, and the cavalry had 
to fall back under a heavy Hre, from whi<;h they 
suffered severely, ideutenants C. J. 11. Hearsey and 
VV. P. "Ricardo, with sixteen of their men, being left 
dead, w'liilst Captain J, A. H. Stewart-Mackeiizie and 
seven lancers were wounded. Meanwhile the artilieiy 
continued to retire until they found their fuither 
movement stoppetl by a deep and narrow channel, 
while the ground \vas so intersected with watercourses, 
all of which were almost impassable for artillery, that 
the enemy’s infantry, v\'ho advanced in admirable order, 
were able to ]no\'e faster than the guns. 

H ere, whilst searching for a passage, General 
Roberts ordered a second cavalry charge as a last hope 
of saving tlie guns ; and a second time tlie 0th Uancei’.s 
and the 14th Bengal Ijancers charged to give more 
time to Windham to get his gnus aw.iy. But this 
charge liad still less efliect than the first on the enemy, 
who were now coming rapidly forward, outflanking 
General Massy’s troops on both sides, and maintaining 
a destructive fire. Meanwhile, in crossing one of the 
deep ditches, thickly planted with lines of poplars, one 
of liie guns of F-A stuck, and Major Windham, having 
no means of carrying it away, was obliged to order it 
to be spiketl and abandoned. 'I’he other three guns 
of F-A, under Ivicutenants F,. Vaughan-Hughes and 
E. Hardy, laid taken up a position in a village enclosure 
and were in action, a low wall in front of the guns and 
a deep ditch in rear. Tlie aniinunitioii being nearly 
expended, and tiie enemy close at hand. Major 
Windham gave the word to limljer up and retire. As 
this order ivas being executed the wheel horse of tlie 
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leading gun fell into the clitcli, the shafts broke, the 
gun was retulered helpless, and the passage was eoni.- 
pletely blocked for the guns in rear, 'riils being the 
only crossing for a considerable distance, the enemy 
closing in all round, and the villagei‘s commcnciing to 
fire at the gunners at clo.se range, Major "V^^indhaTn 
gave orders to unhook and spike the guns, saw tins 
order carried out, and then abandoned them. 

Here in the village lieutenant Hardy was killed 
by a shot through the head. Major Smyth-VVindhani, 
and those men of tlie battery whom he could collect, 
retired via Heh Mazang to Sherpur, where they anived 
at 1.30 p.m. 

Immediately on reaciiing the gi'ound, Sir Frederick 
Roberts, sc(;ing that a retirement was mtivitnble, had 
sent back to Sherpur for 200 rifles of the 72nd Mtgii- 
laiiders to be despatched ivitli the least possible delay, 
to liold the gap at Deh Mazang, so as to prevent the 
enemy gaining jjossession of the city; and on this 
point the Gericral now retired with the greater portion 
of tlie cavalry, who, by inanoeu^a'ing in front of tlie 
enemy, and keeping them in clieck, gave opportunity 
for tlie 72nd Highlanders to arrive at the gorge, which 
they did just in time to hold it and to bar the enemy’s 
passage, thus allowing the remnants of Massy's force 
to make good their retirement to Sherpur. 

Thereupon tlie enemy, finding they were unable to 
enter the taty, inovxd to the rigiit and occupied the 
Takht-i-Shah, with all tlie slopes leading up to it, 
besides taking possession of the large walled villages 
in Cliardeli. 

'I’he loss in tliis disastrous engagement was 4 
officers f Lieutenants Hearsey and Ricardo, 9tb Lancers, 
Hardy, inn, a., and O. E. S. Forbes, 14th Bengal 
I,ancers) and 23 men killed, while 2 officers (Colonel 
Clelnnd and Captain Stewart-Mackenzie, 9th Lancers) 
and 23 men were wounded. The easualties amongst 
the horses were .51 killed and 23 wounded out of a 
totid of about 350 engaged. ''J''he gallantry displayed 
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by both officei's aud men was most praiseworthy, and 
during the final I’etiremerit the squadron of the 14th 
Bengal l^ancers was especially distinguished for its 
steadiness and coolness. 

The 9-pr, guns, whicli had of neces.sity been 
abandoned by Klajor Smyth-Windham, were all re¬ 
covered later in the day under the direction of Colonel 
MacGregor, Chief (»f the Staff, the ground wliere they 
lay liaving been meantime partially cleared of the 
enemy by the advance of General Maeplierson’s 
brigade. 

Meanwhile, at about 7.50 a.m.. Brigadier-Clciieml 
IVIacplierson had inarched from Karez Mir, passed 
through the Snrkh l’a.ss within the hour ruid reaelied 
the cross road.s to Kabid and Arghandl, when the sound 
of guns in action was lieard from the direction of tlie 
Cliardeh V^alley. Concluding at once that the cavalry 
and horse artillery from Au.shar were engaged witfi the 
enemy, Maepherson turned to his left, and leaving his 
squadron of liengal Laneens and six companies of the 
Sikhs and Gurkhas to protect his baggage, he pressed 
on with the remainder of his force and soon sighted the 
enemy about 3 miles east of Kala Kuzi. Captain 
H. B. L. Morgan was iinniecliately ordered to bring his 
mountain gmi.s into action, in order to give the cavalry 
fc>]'ce intimation of Matplierson’s whereabouts. The 
retreat of the latter, as described above, liad, however, 
commenced about an hour before this time, 12.30. 
Meanwhile, the infantry advance wfis continued, and 
a body of the enemy appeared iEiclined to make a stand 
to resist it. But they broke before the attack could 
close with them, and were pursued in all diretitions by 
the 07tli, 3rd Sikhs, and Sth Gurkhas. “To describe 
every change of front that was made," writes General 
Maephersoii, “ would be tedious. We almost boxed 
the compass and drove — I may say hunted — the enemy 
in all directions, so that by two o’clock the mountains, 
crowded witii black specks, looked like ant-hills, and 

. later on, h'oirj the commanding position of Kala Kazi, 
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„jt an Afglian could be seen on Chavdeh plain.’ 
While the two nioiintain guns, 8rd Sikhs, and Sth 
Gurkhas drove the parties which lingered on the Kala 
Kazi mounds up the goat-paths, the 67th Foot, under 
Ijieuteiiant-Colonel Knowdes, did excellent service in 
searching the range of forts and enclosin'es w'est of that 
place, which had been crowded with Atghaus. The 
force made a rendezvous at Kala Kazi at 3.30 p-in., and 
from thence was recalled to Deh Mazang by order of 
the Lieutenant-General, reaching that place at 7 p.m. 
The main body of the force bivouacked at Deh Mazaug, 
and tiie baggage with the rear guard went VM Kala 
Ausliar to the cantoivinents of Sherpur. 

Early in tlie day the troops in charge of the baggage 
w'ere closely pressed by a large body of the enemy 
while traversing tlie Kaffir Jan defile. Happily the 
dispositions of Ueutenant-Colonel T. G. Koss and 
Major C. J, Gridiths in protecting the convoy under 
\'ery trj’ing circumstances were conceived and carried 
out with great judgment and gallantry, and the baggage 
was brouglit tiirough the difficult pass in safety, not, 
however, without the necessity of a bayonet charge, 
which was brilliantly executed under Captain J. Cook, 
.^th Gurkhas, and his {.■(prally gallant brotlier, I Jeutenant 
W. Cook, 3rd Sikhs, both of wdiom w'cre wounded, the 
latter .severely. The other casualties in Maepherson’s 
brigade during the day were two sepoys killed, one 
native officer and four sepoys wounded. 

It is necessary now to turn to Brigadier-General 
Baker, and to describe the movements of his brigade 
from the time that he marched out of Sherpur on 
the morning of the i)th December with the following 
force: 

Cavnli-y . . 6th I’niijHli Cavalry, 24 sqnadrtms (Major B. Williams). 

"Artillery . • No, 2 \ioiiiitaiii Battery, 2 divisions (Cai)teiti U. Swuilej^. 

fBrittsli . i)2ml Ilislil.iiLitera (UentetiaiiUColuDelO. 11.1’ni-ker) 4.41 
, . / .5111 Tunjab Infantry (Major H. IM. J’ratt) • . 4(iO 

Infantry j Ooniyany, Sapjiers and Miners (Lieutenant 

1. I C. Nugent). 

On that evening Baker encamped at Chihildukhtaran, 




THE REAR GUARD ENGAGED 2,'>0 

south-west of Chahnrasiti, and 12 miles from Sherpur, 
and on the 10th lie rnarehed, first south and then west, 
by a difficult road which led him by evening over the 
waterslied between the Kabul and Logar Rivers at the 
Taitiimuv }*a.s.s, reaching with his main body the soiitliern 
slopes of the kotal, 17 miles from Gliihilduklvtaran, 
at 4 p.m. A small portion of the transport with the 
rear guard was belated, and bivouacked on the top of 
the pass. 

On leaving camp, shortly after daybreak, on the 
morning of the 11th December, it was found that 
parties of the enemy were occupying the heights in 
the distance on both Hanks. "^Phey were composed of 
men from the IvOgar district and some Wardak Salads 
on their way to join the main gathering under 
Muhammad Jan; those on the right numbered about 
8,000; whilst those on the left were but some few 
hundreds in number. A few harmless shots u'ere fired 
at first on the main body ; but the rear guard, with its 
long train of baggage animals, became somewhat Iwtly 
engaged with the enemy immediately after commencing 
its march, the latter clinging to the heights, and not 
v^enturing into the valley througli which runs the road 
which had preWously been followed by General Raker’s 
brigade in November. 'L’lie rear guard was composed 
of — 

80 riflcA 93ud Lieutenniit A* 1>. ^ 0. K. 

200 rifles flth Punjab liifiintry—Lieuteiiatit J. P. SjiarlDi^ | 

Aiirl detailsj regiiuental bagjfage guards » . , . J Highland.e^l^^, 

This rear guard was supplemented, wdien the firing 
commenced, by 100 rifles 5th Punjab Infantry under 
Lieutenant R. F. Jameson and tw'o mountain guns 
under Lieutenant C. A. Monlanaro, with a troop of .5tli 
Punjab Cavalry. I’he troops took up a position on a 
low kotal and engaged the enemy until the whole of 
the baggage had passed, which operation was effe(;ted 
satisfactorily under the direction of Captain VV. A. 
Wynter, 88rd Foot, tlie officer in charge of tlie transport. 



HARD HILL-FlGfrriNG 


Meanwhile, in order to carry out the combined move¬ 
ment with General IVIacpheriion, the cavalry under 
Major Williams had been pushed forward eaidy in the 
morning and gained possession of the Ghazni and Nirikh 
Valley roads, as jilso of the other roads leading from tlie 
Maidan Valley. Since, however, no communication 
had up to this time been received from Maephersojt, it 
was evident that his plan of operations must have been 
changed. Baker, therefore, determined to push on to 
l*ain Arghandi (1*J miles). When the advance guai’d 
of cavalry, supported by 120 of the 92nd Highlanders 
under JVXajor G. S. Wiiite and by two of Captain 
S win ley's guns, arrived near that place late in tlie 
afternoon, a large body of the enemy, which afterwaixls 
proved to be the rear guard of Muhammad .Fail s force, 
w'as found in occupation of the heights on either side 
of the gorge leading into the Chardeh Viilley, and tlius 
closing the road to Kabul. It was necessary to gain 
tlie.se heights before dark, and with this object JMajor 
White and Lieutenant the Hon. J. S. Napier led their 
Higlilanders up the preiiipitous sides of the hills in the 
face of great odds, and w'ithout the sliglitest liesitation 
attacked the iVfghans in .such a dashing manner that 
the enemy were driven away and their po.sition stormed 
with success. Fdeutenant-Colonel Parker, with the 
head-quarters of the y2nd, and Captain Swinley’s 
guns supported the assault, whilst the Punjab Cavalry 
succeeded in cutting off the retreat of a small nuralier 
of the enemy and capturing some of their liorses. 

On the morning of the 12th the road to Kabul 
was still closed, but heliographic comnuinication M'as 
establislied w'ith the Jdeutenuiit-Gencral, who ordered 
the column to join Maepherson at Deh Mazang. 'I'he 
rear guard, under Jlajor H. M. I’ratt, was again con¬ 
siderably harassed by the same bodie.s of Afghans, who 
had been so troublesome on the previous morning, and 
the baggage animals were so distressed by the w-ork of 
the last few day.s that General Baker at length deter¬ 
mined to pack his baggage in a small fort, four miles 
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on the road to Kafml, in order that he inight take 
forward his main body unimpeded, and bring it into 
action, if required, outside tiie city. But by the tinie 
tlvat the fort was reached the day was far advanced 
and it was evident that a considerable proportion of 
tlie main body must be left to defend the baggage 
against the increasing numbers of the enemy, so that 
Baker found that he could not reach Deb Ma/.ang in 
time or with sufficient men to come into action with 
any appreciable effect. He therefore continued the 
march of the whole column, the line being well protected 
and covered by the cavalry. On reaching Heli Mazang 
instructions were received for the column to proceed 
forthwith to Sherpui, where the main body arrived 
before (5 p.m., while the rear guard with the baggage 
reached the cantonments by 8.30 the same night 
{12th December). 

I’he casualties in the brigade since the 0th bad been 
only two men killed and thirteen wounded. 

At Sherpur during the night of the lUii December 
every possible precaution was taken to re.sist the gathering 
masses of the enemy. The picqiiet on the Bala Rissar 
heights was reinforced by 200 of the 72n(l nighlander.s, 
and was thus able to hold its own against an attack of 
the Afghans at 7 p.m. of the 11th, as well as agahi.st a 
very liarassing fire kept up all night. Meanwhilt^ the 
British were reinforced by the arrival from I.atiibaiid 
of the Guides Corps, caivalry and infantry, under Colonel 
F. H. .Tenkins, the laeutenant-Cieneral having ordered 
their advance from .Tagdalak on the 7th, when he foresaw 
the probability of reinforcements being required, ihe 
baggage of the corps, with a guard of 200 men, reached 
Sherpur on the following day. 

On the morning of the l‘2tli the enemy were seen 
to be in great force on the Takht-i-Shah peak, distant 
about 1,000 yards from the picquet on the Bala Hissar 
heiglits, with wliich it is connected by a long saddle of 
difftettU ground. It was decided that they must be 
dislodged from this important position, and for tins 
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duty fi force, as under, was detached from Macpherson’s 
bi-ifiade iitDeJi Mazarig. vmder Lieutenant-Colonel G. N. 
Money, Oi'd Sikhs: 

% g’lina No, 1 Mountain Battery. 
a-, f. I 07 Foot, detacliinent. 

■ ° \ 72nd Highlanders, detnehment. 

150, Orrl Sikhs. 

19.0, 5 th Giirkhn.'i. 

Total . 500 liOes and 2 niomitnin guns, 

On tlie .saddle, between the peak and the Bala Hissar 
ridge, is a low tnound wiiich w^as Iield by the advanced 
jVfghan troops, and it w^as against this mound tliat, at 
about noon. Money’s attack was at first directed from 
tlie neighbourhood of Deh Mazatig. 

The grcaind w'as extremely difficult, and the re.sist- 
iinee ol>.stinate, and it was not till 3.30 that the Afghans 
were di’iven from the mound. By this time ammunition 
had run sliort, and the enemy’s sti-cngth being found to 
be greater than had been expected. (Teneral Roberts de¬ 
termined to postpone any further advance on the [)eak 
until tlie return of Baker’s brigade slrould enable liiin 
to assist the direct attack by means of a flanking move¬ 
ment. Colonel Money bi vouacked on the ground he had 
gained, Macplierson still holding tlie Deli Mazang gorge 
with 217 men of the 67th and 100 of the 72nd. 'liie 
liritisli casualtic-s on this day were: Captain J. Cook, 
v.c,, .5th Gurkhas, Ivieutenant C. H. Fergusson, 72nd 
Highlanders, and Lieutenant E. ,1. N. Fasken. 3rd 
Sikhs, and 13 men wounded, the first-named mortally. 
Sergeants Cox, Macdonald, and McIIveen, of tlie 72nd, 
greatly distinguished themselves in Colonel Money's 
attac'k; the former again brought himself to notice on 
the following day hy his eoolne.ss and judgment while 
escorting the wounded from the Bala Hissar to SheiTiur. 

On the morning of the 13th, in compliance with 
instructions receivecl the previtius evening, Brigadier- 
General Baker, who, as has been seen, had returned to 
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Sljerpur, marched in the direction of Beni Hissar with 
t!ie object of attaekinff the Takht-i-Shah position from 
the soiitii-east. \A^itli iiim was a eohinni coniposed as 
follows: 


1 si|uiulr<)ii 9th I,ancers (Captain K. Gough). 

2-1 scuia»trons 5th Punjab Cavalry (Major li. Williams). 

■tVms G-3, U.A. (Major W. H.'Cmster). . 

4 guns No. S Mountain Battery (Captain G. Swiuley). 

(j coinpanie.s 92n(I Highlanders (Ijicutenarit-Colouel G. H. Parker). 
7 eoinjjanies Guides Infantry (Colonel F. H, Joiikins). 
fJOO rifles til'd Sikhs (Major C. J. Griffiths). 

The column was subsequently reinforced by 1.50 
rifles of the 5th rutijab Infantry, under Major Pratt 

Debouching on the plaui below the Bala Hissar 
heiglit, the advance guard, under Major White, l)2nd 
Highlanders, saw large numbers of the enenry leaving 
Beni Hissar and rapidly ascending the eastern slope of 
the ridge, which, rising at Beni Hissar, nuis up alinost 
uninterruptedly to the conical lull, to gain which,twa.s 
the main object of the day’s operations. 

It was evident that if this nioveinent w'ere not 
promptly cliecked, not only would the force origiiuilly 
in Beni Hissar escape, but it would also be enabled to 
unite with the main body occupying the heights above. 
Major White was fully alive to the situation, and some¬ 
what changed tlie line of advance; and orders were 
immediately given that the troops detailed for the 
attack .should move direct on the centre of the ridge, 
along winch the enemy intended making their flank 
movement, and so place themselve.s between the two 
portions of the enemy’s force. 

’j'liis advance was carried out in tlie most gallant 
and bi'illiarit manner by the 92nd Highlanders, under 
Major Wliite, ably"^ supported by the Guides under 
('olonel Jenkins, and covered by the fire of the guns, 
which was concentrated at first on the enemy imme¬ 
diately above Beni Hissar, with great accuracy and 
success. 
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HAND-TO-HAND FIGHTING 

I'he advance soon })ec<'ime a race between tlie enenij' 
and the 92nci Highlanders to gain the point on wliieh 
the liead of the attack was directed, and on the opposing 
parties reaching it, a hand-to-i\and figiit took place. 

l.jienteTiaut St. .John Forbes and Colour* Sergeant 
Drummond, with a tew .soldiers -who were able to keep 
pace with them, led the advance, and were the first to 
reach the goal; but both were cut down and killed by a 
party of Afghans, who were, however, in turn entirely 
anniliilated by another party of the 92nd under lieu¬ 
tenant VV. T.-L Dick Cunyngham'; the enemy’s line 
wius thus cut, the possession of the heiglits at this point 
secured, and the Afghans, staggered for a inoment by 
the suddenness and rapidity of the assault, fell back on 
Beni Hissar and the village in the vicinity, whitiier they 
were followed by a detachment of the- Srd Sikhs, under 
Major Griffiths. 

It now remained to drive the enemy from tlie lofty 
'i'aldit-i-Shah, the key of the position. Covered by 
the fire of No. 2 Mountain Battery, which was moved 
forward on to the ridge already gained, and by that of 
G-3. from the plain, the f)2nd Highlanders and Guides 
pressed on, and by 11.30 had fought their way to tlie 
summit of the peak. Here they were met by a portion 
of Colonel Money’s force, including detachments of the 
3rd Sikhs. 5th Gurkhas, and 72nd Higlilanders under 
Major A. FiteHiigli, which had arrived a few minutes 
eariier from tlie position occupied the previous day 
above the Bala Hissar. I'he enemy, who had offered a 
most determined resistance, fled in a soutlierly direction 
towards Indaki. 

Meanwhile large bodies of jVfghans were moving 
from tiie Bala Hissar and the city towards the biali 
Sang heights, while otliers occupied two villages on 
eitlier side of the road along which Baker had advanced 
in the morning. His communications with Sherpur 
were thus seriously threatened, find it became necessary 

' 'fills officer was mvarilod tho Victoria t’roa-j for liis galkutry on tlu8 
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to drive the eiieniy froni the vilhiges ; one of them was 
easily captured, but the otlrer held out for a considerable 
time, until eventually stormed in a most gallant rnarmer 
by a detachment of the 5th Punjab Iniantry under 
Major Pratt, which had been sent out from Sherpur 
to clear Baker’s cominunieations. 

As soon as the main position of the enemy hatl been 
carried, orders were sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Money 
to hold the conical height, Takht-i-Shah, with the force 
under his command ; while the 92nd Highlanders, the 
Guides, and No. 2 Mountain Battery were to descend 
into the plains, so as to allow of further operations 
against the enemy in the direction of Siah Sang. It 
was, moreover, important tliat General Baker should 
return to Sherpur as .soon as possible, for the garrison 
there had been reduced to the lowest possible limits, 
and the sound of gun.s in that direction indicated that 
the cantonment was being threatened. A heliograph 
ines.sage received by him from head-quarters at 1 l.ftO 
a.m. also stated that the enemy were advancing towards 
Biniaru on the east side of the Sherpur cantonment. 

Meantime a squadron of the 5th Punjab Cavalry, 
under Major ,1. C. Stewart, had already done some 
good work towards Siah Sang, having made a most 
successful chfirge against a largely superior body of 
the enemy, in which charge tlie home on which Major 
Stewart was riding was shot dead. I'liis snc’ees.s was 
now to be followed up, and the attention of the four 
guns of G-3, Royal Artillery, which had remained in 
the plain, and that of the entire cavalry wa.s devoted to 
the force collecting on. the Siali Sang heights. a-\. few 
shells, dropped with telling effect, at once .set the enemy 
in motion, \vho, seeing tliat the main body had been 
signally defeated, appeared to be rloubtful how to act; 
numbers retreated to the city, whilst large parties 
moved towards tire eastern extremity of the ndge. 
Observing this, General Baker despatched all his 
av'-fiilable cavalry under Major Williams, 5th Punjab 
Cavalry, in that direction to cut off the retreat of the 
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nioveriQent which considerably hastened 
the_ enemy's retii-ement. Dniiiag thifi operation tfie 
Guides cavalry nndei‘ Major Stewart arrived from 
Sherpur, followed shortly afterwards by Urigarlier- 
Generai Massy w'ith one scjuadi-on of the 9th rwincers 
and two of the J*ith Bengal Lancers. On arriving at 
Siah Sang, (General Massy a.ssiimed command of all 
the cavalry except the Guides, who continued to work 
independently, and several effective charges were 
delivered, not, however, without loss; the hth Lancers 
especially suffered severely, Captain S. G. Hutson and 
tour men being killed, Captain J. .7. Scott-ChLsholme, 
Lieutenant C. ,J, W. Trower, atjd eight men wounded. 

As the day drew to a close all the troop.s, except 
those under Brigadier-General Maepherson, returned 
to Sherpur. 'Die latter officer, after ^vaiting vainly 
at Dell fllazang in hopes of lieing able to liarass the 
enemy as they retired from the 'I'akht-i-Shah, at length 
sent the detachment of the 72nd back to Sherpur, and 
with the 67th joined Money on the heights above the 
Bala Hissar, being compelled by the smallness of his 
force to abandon Deh iMazaiig and the western 
approach to Kabul. 

'rhe casualties in the brigade.s under CJenerals Baker 
an 1 Massy during tlie 16th December amounted to 
2 officers and 12 men killed, 2 officers and 46 men 
wounded; 52 horses killed and wounded, 

'Hie results of the day’.s operations were considored 
satisfactory ; the enemy_ had been driven from, the 
southern range, and their advance in that direction 
had been stopped. They liad apparently' suffered 
greatly from the artillery and infantry fire wlien on 
the hillsides, and on the plain below they had been 
.severely dealt with hy'the cavaliy. 

Jndeed the .succe.ss of the Hiitish troops had been so 
decided, and the lo.ss infficted upon the enemy so heavy, 
that bir Frederick Robelts was prepared to find that 
the_ i\fghans would be unable or unwilling to renew 
tlieir attempts, that the combination had broken up, 
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and that the various sections luid scattered and returned 
to their liomes. But at daylight on the 14th December 
his expectations were not realised, for very large 
numbers of men, with numerous standards, were seen 
tu be occupying a itigh hill on the Kohistan road, 
about a mile* nortli of the Asinai range; and as the 
day advanced they passed in great numbers from this 
hill, and also along the road from Kohistan, to the crest 
of the Asmai heights, where they were joined by many 
others from the direction of Cliardeh and the city. 

It then became apparent that, foiled in their western 
and southern operations, the enemy had concentrated to 
the north-west, and were about to deliver an attack in 
great strength from that quarter. 

To meet this the Lieutenant-General determined 
to drive them off the Asmai heights, to cut their 
communications with the north, and to operate in 
this direction much in the same way as he had done 
the previous day to the south. 

Accordingly Brigadier-General Baker proceeded at 
9 a,m. on the i4th with the force detailed below to the 
eastern slope of the Asmai range : 

Ciiv airy . 1 ttli BcJifTiil IjiiiirtH-s (IJ squjKlron.s), Lieuteiiaiit*Crt>]ont;l 

Ai‘i-nu ^ itg-iiTis G-t% lltiyftl Artillery^ Majw (Vaster, k . a . 

\ 4 gtuis No, 2 MouHtiiiii liattery, Captain Swiuloy, h.a* 
r D i ( Highlatidera (104 rifles), Lientenaiit-l’oloiiBl 

Browalow, g.b. 

J J I S)2n(l rn^hlttnderf^ (lOO rifles)^ C'apfcaiii Gonion. 

I Guidea hifaiitry {4(51) nflea), Coloucl rteukin.^, e*n 


Itifaiitry 
1/224 1 


Native 

{J);30) 


5th Punjab Infantry (470 rifles). Major Pratt* 


General Baker’.s first object was to get possession 
of certain low hills immediately to his front, from 
which po.sition the artillery could come into action to 
cover tlie advance of tlie infantry. The cavalry were 
ordered to the front, and worked round on ttie extreme 
right of tire enemy ; but they were unable to gain 
pos.se.ssion of the ridge in that direction, and were 
compelled to take up a po.sition of observation in the 
open plain on tiie east side. 'I'he wliole of tlie avail- 
aljle guns came into action, and under cover of their 
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fire the advance party, conslstiiij^f of 64 men of the 
72nd lligiilanders and {>() of the Guides, was led forward 
by Ideutenant-Colonel W. H. .1. Clarke, and in the 
most gallant and dashing rnatmer these few rifles carried 
and kept possession of a conical iiill on the riglit flank; 
and this position having been gained, it was subse¬ 
quently further secured by 4 guns of No. 2 Mountain 
llattery and )00 men of the Stli Punjab Infantry. The 
main body no^v advanced, and, bringing tlieir right 
forward, assaulted tlie cejitre of tire enemy’s position 
on the summit of tlie heights, the sides of which w^ere 
most precipitous and rocky. “ Nothing could have 
exceeded the dash mid resolution with wliieh tiie 
Highlanders, under tlie immediate command of Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel lirownlow, advanced up the steepest 
part- of the ridge, while tlie Guides on tlieir right were 
affording every assistance by continually turning the 
positions held by the enemy.” The western portion 
of the heiglits was gained; but not without hard 
fighting and .several casualties, among whom was 
Captain F. D. Battye of the (iJuides, who was severely 
wounded beftire the suminit was reached. The enemy 
now reti-eated from the left of their position under a 
very heavy fire from our troops, while the artillery 
played on them with tlie most telling effect. The 
several points of importance along the ridge ivere 
stubbornly defentied, and the highest peak on the 
extreme right was lield with greatest determination, 
a number of its defender.s being killed by the bayonet 
in a hand-to-hand fight before it was stormed by the 
Higfilanders and Guides. The advance was covered 
by the four guns G-9, Royal Artillery, under Major 
Crastcr. and by lour guns of F-A, Royal Horse 
i\rtil!ery, commanded by Captain Pipon, which tlie 
I-ieutenant-Cfeneral brought into action near the soutli- 
west corner of the Sherjnir cantonment. 

Meantime General Macpiierson had been (iiretted 
to give all the assistance in his power to General 
Baker’s attack; and accordingly the whole of the 07t)i 
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moved xinder Lieutenant-Colonel Knowles across the 
gorge at Dell Maaang and worked towards the enemy’s 
left rear, while the marksmen of tiie t>7th and two guns 
under Captain JMorgan, h.a,, went to the nearest point 
on the northern slope of the Sher Darwaza, and opened 
on the rear of the enemy’s breastworks with great 
efTect. 'I’vvo companies of the 67th, under Major 
Baker, ascended the jVsmai hill and rendered valuable 
service, arriving just as the summit of the peak was 
finally stormed by the Highlanders and Ciuides. 

Hardly, however, had this success been achieved 
when the small dehichrnent of 72ud, 5th I’unjnb 
Infantry, and Guides, which had been left to hold 
the conical hill on General Baker’s extreme nght, was 
threatened by large masses of j4%hans from the 
direction of Kohistan. Kvery effort was made to 
reinforce the position, but before this oliject could 
be effected the enemy, advancing in overwhelming 
numbers, compelled the British detaclirnent to retire, 
after a most stubborn resistance, in which Captain 
A. Spens, 72nd Highlanders, sacrificed his life in an 
heroic attempt to stem the advance of tlie enemy, 
'I’he troops retreated quietly and steadily down the 
eastern slope of the hill under a heavy fire, but it 
was unfortunately found impossible to bring away two 
guns of No. 2 Mountain Battery, which uj) to the last 
moment had played upon the Afghans, and which fell 
temporarily into the hands of the enemy. 

“No blame for the loss of tliese guns is in any way 
to be attached to the officers and men of. No, 2 Mountain 
Battery, but, on the other hand,” says Ihigadier-Ceneral 
Baker, “ every credit is due to Captain Swinley, the late 
Lieutenant Montanaro, and Ijieiitenairt Liddell, and the 
several native officers, non-commissioned officers and 
men composing the gun detachment, for the gallant 
manner in which they stood to tlieir gun.s to the last, 
and it was only on the sudden rush of this overwhelming 
force of the enemy that they had to retire with tlie loss 
of two guns,” Of the men composing the gun detach- 



m “A MOST DASHING LITTLE AFFAIR 



ments, one was killed and six wounded; and Surgeon 
J, DidiC was specially mentioned for his attention to the 
wounded under the heavy lire, , 

I jieuteniiiit Moiihtiuiro, ■with SLibiiuJir Niiziir Ivlicini 
brought the two remaining guns down the hill without 
misliap. 

Wliile the events above narrated were in progress, 
iuimber.s of the enemy were observed (as had been the 
case on the previous day) collecting on Siah bang and 
proceeding round tlie eastern flank of the cantonments 
in the direction of Kohistan. The I,jieuteiiant~(*eneral 
therefore despatched a .small force of cavalry and two 
guns of F-A, Royal Horse ArtUlei 7 , under command 
of Hi'igadier-General Hugh Gough, to disperse them, 
'I'he ground, however, in that direction was so inter¬ 
sected by deep w'ater-coiirse.'' that the advance of the 
guns was necessarily sloiv, and by the i t me the 
ot)stacles had been overcome the enemy had got so 
far on the road towards Kohistan, and so close to the 
hills, that pursuit was hopeless. . 

A party of tlie 5th Punjab Cavalry, under Captain 
W. J. Vhjusden, met with better success. 'Hus regi¬ 
ment was quartered in the Kings garden, about a 
tliii'd of the way between Sherpur and the city, and 
in the morning orders bad been sent to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Williams to be on the look-out for any of 
the enemy tiiat might pass in that direction. About 
] p.ni. sonie 80() or 400 were observed moving along 
the left bank of the river, and Captain \''ousden, who 
with one troop was out on reconnaissance, most gallantly 
charged into the middle of them ; and notwithstanding 
that only twelve of his men were able to follow mm 
(the remainder being stopped by a heaiy fire Y ^ ^ * 
was opened on them from behind some low wnvUs)_he 
succeeiicd in dispersing the enemy, and in inflicting 
severe loss upon them, killing five men with his own 
hand. Six of his small band were wounded m the 
skirmisl'i. which, as Sir h’rederick Robert.s wrote, was 
a most dashing little affair, and reflects great credit on 
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Captain Fouscten.” He was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for this exploit. 

'rhe object of tiie Lieutenaiit-General tliroughotit 
tliesc operations had been to break up the hostile 
conibiimtion against him, by dealing with the enemy 
in detail, or at least to prevent tJieir getting eommand 
of the hills to the north and west of Kabul, and tlius 
gaining possession of the city and the Ihila Hissar. 
Up to this time Sir Frederick Roberts had had no 
reason to apprehend that the Afghans were in sufficient 
force to cope with disciplined troops; but the reso¬ 
lute and determined manner in which the conical hill 
had been recaptured, and the information sent to liim 
by Ih'igadier-Genend Maepherson from the signal 
station on the Bala Hissar, that large masses of the 
enemy were still advartcing from tJie north, south, and 
west, made it evident that the numbers combined 
against him were too overwhelming to admit of his 
comparatively small force meeting them, especially on 
ground which still further increa.sed the advantages 
they possessed fVoin tlieir 'iaist numerical superiority. 
Tlie General therefore determined to withdraw from 
ail isolated positions and to concentrate the whole 
force at Slieipur, thus securing the safety of the 
large cantonments, and avoiding what had n{)w become 
a useless sacrifice of life. 

Tire measure was one which Sir Frederick Roberts 
was most reluctant to order; for it, of course, invoh'ed 
tlie temporary abandonment of the city aiul the Bala 
Hissar, with the aimnunition stored there—a loss 
serious in itself, and likely to produce a bad effect 
on the crountry at large. In the circumstances, how¬ 
ever, the General considered that no other course was 
left to him but to remain on the defeirsive and wait 
until the arrival of reinforcements, or the growing 
confidence of tlie enemy, should afford him a favourable 
ojjportunity for dealing a decisiv'e blow. 

Orders were accoT'd i ngly iss ued to Brigadi er-General s 
Macpliei’son and Baker to retire their forces upon Sherpur, 
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Tliis diiBeult opemtion wji-s conducted in a.mfUiTjer 
w'hicli rcHeeted tlie greatest c):edit upon the IJrigiidiers 
and tiieiv troops. Under Aliicpherson the withdrawal 
was eoniinenced by Blajor J. M. Syin with the 5th 
Gurkhas, wlio not only evacuated ids position with 
tire greatest coolness, but on the retirement of the 
rest of the cohinin being threatened, lie returned with 
his men through tlie fire which they had just ptissed 
find helped to hold the enemy at bfiy. The rear of the 
column was brougivt off’ by J'Jeutenant-Colonel Knowles, 
aided by Lieutenant K. L. Milne, who commanded a 
pai'ty of the 72iKi, and the steadiness of tiie whole 
enabled tlie brigadier to withdraw both troops and 
baggage with comparatively little loss. 

'I'he retirement of Baker’s brigade wan aecoiriplished 
with like success, and by p.m. the whole force 
under that oflieer retiimed to the Slierpur cantonments. 
“The retirement,” wrote General lloiierts, “of Brigadier- 
General Baker’s troops down the eiistern face of Asmfii, 
under a very heavy fire, was most ably conducted by 
that distinguished officei' Colonel Jenkins, who speaks 
with great admiration of the example set to their men 
by Lieutenant-C'oionel J-irownlow and Major Stoekweli, 
7Sind Highlanders, and also of l.(ieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell (C^ueen’s Own), Corps of Guides. Another 
officer who greatly distinguished himself on this occa¬ 
sion was Captain Hammond, Corps of Guides. He 
had been very forward during the storming of tlie 
Asinai heights, and now. when the enemy were crowd¬ 
ing up the western slopes, he remained with a few men 
on the ridge until the Afghans were within thirty yards 
of them. During the retirement one of tire men of the 
Guides was shot, find (hiptain Hammond stopped and 
assisted in Cfirrying him away, thougli the enemy were 
at the time close liy and firing lieavily.” tie received 
the Victoria Cross for his gallantry. 

The total casualties on the Iffth December amounted 
to 3 British and 2 native offieers and 30 men killed ; 
3 British and 7 native officere and 101 men wounded. 
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Sir Frederick Roberts’s reasons for occupying 
Sherpur c;antonirients in preference to tlie Ralii Hissar 
jnui the Slab Sang lieights have aiready been allmied 
to (p. 263). He now recapitnlated these as follo'vrs, 
together with tlie further causes whicti led him to con¬ 
centrate the wliole of his force in the cantonments after 
the events of the Ifith and 14tli Decenrber : 

“ The Pala Hissar was not snfficiieiitly large to 
coixtain and afford shelter to the entire force, its camp 
follovs'ers, and many transport animals. It would have 
hcerv. obligatory, therefore, to have divided the troops— 
a measure to which I was very averse—and to liave 
located a. portion of them elsewhere, possibly upon Siah 
Sang, a bare and bleak plateau, nearly a mile distant 
from the remainder of the force, wliere w^ater would 
lun''e been procurable with diffieultjr, and where no 
single facility for carrying on the ijec!e.ssiiry hutting 
operations existed. 

“Again, tiie disasti'ou.s explosion of tlie lOth October 
led me to regard as a gi’ave risk the pemianent settle¬ 
ment of the gi’cater portion of the force close to and 
around a va.sf magazine, whicli there was a strong 
presumption was mined. 

“ I'hesc facts, added to the existence of accommoda¬ 
tion sufficient to at once liouse the commissariat stores, 
the entire .European cpiota of my forcie, and a large 
part of the native troops, and the rapid approach of 
an /Vfghan winter, ixidnced me, after carefully weighing 
the matter, to decade upon tlie ocrcupation of Sherpur, 
and I see no reasou in tlie light of recent occurrences 
to alter that opinion. 

“ Sherpur, moreover, has the advantage of being on 
tlie side of the city nearest to our communications with 
India; and although it is situated on the left hank of 
the Kabul River, this river, except during the occa¬ 
sional spring floods, presents no difKculties to the 
passage of all arms. .iVnothev important consideration 
w'as tiiat at Sherpur running water was abundant and 
good, and, in the event of this supply being diminished, 
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wells could be 'readily suiik, the soil being easy, and 
water found within 7 feet of tiie surface. 

“The principal drawback to holding the cantoinnent 
was its great extent, and the impossibility of at nil 
reducing our line of detences. Shcrpur is almost a 
paralleiogi'ani, whose northern side is formed by the 
Ri in aril ridge, a range of low but steep isolated hills 
rising some 300 feet above the surrounding plain, and 
running almost due east and west for a distnuce (in¬ 
cluding the slopes at either end) of *2, <500 yards. A 
large lake or jkk who.se breadth varies from a quarter 
to half a mile, lies between the northern slope of the 
ridge and the steep hills which form the southern 
boundary of the ivohistan country. As this lake i.s 
not more than a mile and a half distant from, and 
is pai'allel to, the Bimarii heights for quite three mi lets, 
it forms a barrier, round whose flanks and between 
which and the heights no enemy dare advance. 

“The southern face is a continuous and massive 
mud -wall 16 feet high, pierced at intervals of about 
700 yards by three gateways, which again are protected 
by lofty circular bastions. Between these gates, and 
also at the corners, are a seiies of lower bastions, which 
give an admirable flanking fire. The length of the 
southern side slightly exceeds 2,6.50 yards, 

“The western flank is constructed on a precisely 
.similar plan, save that the nortliem portion has been 
much damaged by the explosion which occiuTed there 
on the 7th October last. This face is about 1,000 yards 
in length. 

“ On the east the defences are much weaker, as the 
original design was never completed; arid the wall, 
which was intended to resemble the other faces, does , 
not exceed 7 feet in height. Prom this point "the line 
of defence trends to the north-we.st, and, skirting the 
village of Bimaru, rims into the eastern slope of tlie 
Binraru ridge, previou-sly de.seribed as the northern face. 

“From this it will be .seen that though the perimeter 
of Slierpur was large for the force at my disposal, still 
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THE DEFENCE OF SHEKFITH JJ75 

its defensive powers, both natural and artilieial, were 
so great tluit 1 could confidently look to holding it 
suecesstidly against any attack. 1 have alluded to the 
inipossihility of contracting the line of defence, and 
would here more fully explain that this is owing to 
the length of the llirnani heights, and to the absolute 
necessity for holding them for their entire extent. To 
have given up any portion of them would have placed 
in the hands of the enemy a vantage ground from 
whence no part of our camp would have been .secure, 
and to repeat a course which proved most disa.strous 
in the year 1841, In fact, paradoxical thougli it may 
appear, the Biniaru heights form at once the strength 
and weakness of the position. 

“ On occupying Sherpur I saw tViat to prevent 
annoyance in the event of a strong combination being 
directed against that place, a considerable destrnction of 
villages and walled enclosures was advisable so as to 
create an esplanade round the cantonment; but the 
pressure of even more important work, the collection 
of supplies, and the provision of .shelter for such of' the 
troops as had not already been secured, combined with 
the scarcity of labour, compelled me in a great measure 
to defer this precautionary step. 

“ I was also unwilling, by what might have appeared 
unnecessary harshness in the destruc;tion of villages and 
orchards, to give rise to any ill-feeling on the part of 
the people of Kabul, ' Indeed, it lias been my constant 
endeavour frcuii the first to make our occupation of tlie 
country as little irksome to its inhabitants as the safety 
and welfare of niy troops permitted. 

“ Several of these villages gave coiisidei’able trouble 
during the events which occurred between the 1.5tli and 
2ard December, and have since been razed to the ground. 
Eacli village is a small fortress in itself, pi’otected by 
massive mud walls, impervious to all but heavy artillery, 
and guarded by strong loopholed flanking towers. Their 
rednetion, if resolutely held, entails certain loss. 

" A.s soon as it became apparent that the events of 
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■^le 11th were the forerunners of n serious Jiioveinent, 
unless the measures which I was adopting speedily 
broke vip the combination, I took all the necessary 
steps for strengthening the defences of Sliei-purj and 
made every preparation to meet the large force known 
to he assembling. 

“As regards food, ammuiiitioii, etc., 1 had no 
anxiety at tliis period. Sufficient supplies were actually 
stored in Sheipur to last the entire force for nearly four 
months, with the exception of bhum (chopped .straw), 
of which there was enough for six weeks. There was 
ample firewood ^ for all purposes; medicines and hospital 
comforts were sufficient for all possible requirements for 
a similar time, and there was enough ammunition both 
for guns and rifles to hav^e carried on an obstinate defence 
for three or even four months.” 

The critical events of tlie 14th were followed by a 
period of comparative calm at Sherpur; tlie garrison 
of Putkhak was successfully withdrawn, and Sir F, 
.Koberts with hi.s recruited force was able to direct his 
full attention to strengthening liis entrenclnnents, so as 
to be able to hold out against ajiy immediate ho,stile 
corabiriation until his reinforcements under Brigadier- 
General C. Gough should arrive from Gandamak. 

The ejiormous extent of the cantonment, together 
with the unfini.shed state of its defences, caused some 
anxiety lest a general attack should be made before the 
preparations could be completed. For the defence of 
a perimeter of some 8,000 yard.s the maximum number 
of troop.s available was about 7,000, including c-avalry, 
no allowance being made tor reconnaissances or for 
counter-attack. Colonel I’erkin.s, k.e., was directed to 
carry out as far as pos.sible a scheme for the defence 
which luid been prepared in November, but postponed, 
as being at that time less urgent than providing shelter 
for the troops and collecting .supplies. 


^ atfioks^ tif tircwood were found in tlie c^mtoiuneTit 

when first soiz;ed ; isupjily of fuel liad Ji]iparently beon stored for the 
use of tho Ainir^g troopn. 



Strong working parties were at once employed as 
follows: 


The nortliern face, and in fact the key of the can¬ 
tonment, viz. the llimani heights, had been strengthened 
by the erection of some towers ; these were now supple¬ 
mented by a line of breastworks below tire outer crests, 
with emplacements for gnus at selected points. The gap 
in the hills was Hanked by trenches and commanded by a 
blockhouse. The south and west faces (about 2,700 and 
1,000 yards long respectively) were already finished and 
considered fairly secure, consisting of a wall Ifi feet high 
with banquette and parapet, and 30 feet in rear the fiat- 
roofed barracks, also provided with a parapet and forining 
a second line of defence. Four gateways, however (three 
in the southern and one in the western face), had to be 
barricaded and provided with the means of firing from 
them, while other irregular entrances, wliich liad been 
made for convenience’ sake, were built up. Ramps and 
ladders wxre also added to the existing means of access 
to the outer wall. 

At the north-W'Cst angle of the defences there was a 
broad gap between the fall of the Hiinaru Hills and the 
western line of barracks (a portion of which had been 
destroyed some time previously); this was iiow clo.sed 
by a ditch and a breastwork of ammunition-wagons, 
and swept by two 18-prs. and a Ga.tliiig gun placed 
in po.sition on the interior slopes of tlie Bimaru Hills. 
It ivas further .strengthened by abattis and wire 
en tariglements. 

Tlie eastern face was extremely weak, the outer 
wall being as yet little higher than its foundations, 
while a low baiTack erected by the 28th l*unjab Native 
Infantry along part of its length was not yet i>rovided 
with a permanent parapet. It received some assi.stance, 
however, from a small fort within the enceinte, which 
had been used as a hospital, and was now furnislied witti 
a sand-bag parapet on the roof, wliile another small tort 
some fifty yards in front of the right centre was occupied 
as a redrjubl, and flanked the wall of the barrack. 
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Tlie north-east corner was further strengthened by a 
two-gun battery thrown up on the eastern slopes of* the 
heights, while Biniaru village was loopholed, and the 
open space in front obstructed by abattis and wire 
entanglements. 

Of the outlying buildings in advance of the village 
some were made defensihle and others were destroyed, 
as well as some of the adjacent woods, the trees of 
which were largely used iis abattis. 

'Die artillery available consisted of twelve field and 
eight mountain guns, besides such of the captured guns 
as could be pressed into the seiwice. These hitter were 
placed in position, and consisted of four smo()th-bore 
18-prs., with about 200 shot and .1.60 shell, and two 
8-ineh howitzers with HO common shell; but owing 
to the wretched quality of the Afghan Aises the 18-pr. 
shell had to be filled and used as shot, W'liile our own 
fuses were wrapped round with wax-cloth, and so made 
to fit the howntzer shells. Tliere were also four 7-pr. 
mountain guns of Afghan make, which Colonel Gordon 
mounted, but theii’ ammunition wjis so unreliable that 
their effect proved almost nil. The infantry were fairly 
off for ammunitian, ha\ing on an average about 350 
rounds per man. 

The defeiices of the cantonments were divided into 
the following sections—shown in the accompanying 
plan—and their superintendence entrusted to the officers 
named below: 

8i'ntmn IMj^^radier-General IT, 'W Macpbersi>ii, j v,c,, fmtii the 2iid 
Brigiifle oii tlie nSontTierji fnoo kt the Biinttra viLing-e on the 

//.—t'OJonel F, 11. JenldiiSj (’orps of (hiiclesSj from the 
Bimaru viJlnge up to tlie eastern of the Binieru rhlg-e, 

SeHifiTi Jlugh Ooiiglij ibij.j v.e.j from the eastern 

extr^^nuty of the Bimani v'illrtge to the gorge whiclt divides the ridge. 

i^ection /F^^Major-Oenenii iL vau, from fclie giO'ge to thu 

he:nl-f|iifirters 

iSacfim K.—lAeuteiiant-Oolonel F, Brn^vnlowj 7'^nd HighltmrlerBj 

from tlie head-quarters gate to the 2iid BrlgaiJe gate, 

Brigjuiier-General Massy w^as placed in the centre, 
whilst Brigadier-General Baker, c.ii., commanded the 
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The north-east comer was further strengthened by a 
two-gun battery thrown up on the eastern slopes of the 
heights, while Hiinaru village W'jis loopholed, and the 
open space in front obstructed by abattis and wire 
entanglements, 

Of the outlying buildings in advance of the village 
some were made defensible and others were destroyed, 
as well ns some of the adjacent woods, the trees of 
which were largely used as abattis. 

The artillery’ available consisted of twelve field and 
eight mountain guns, besides such of the captured guns 
as could be pressed into the service. These latter were 
placed in position, and consisted of four smooth-bore 
18-prs., with about 200 shot and 1.60 shell, and two 
8-ijnch howitzers with 140 common shell; but owing 
to the wretched quality of the Afghan fuses the 18-pr. 
shell had to be filled and used as shot, while our own 
fuses were wrapped round with ivax-cloth, and so made 
to fit the howitzer shells. There were also four 7-pr, 
mountain guns of Afghan make, which Colonel Gordon 
mounted, but their ammunition was so unreliable that 
tlieif effect proved almost 7uL The infantry were fairly 
off for ammunition, having on an average about 350 
rounds per man. 

The defences of the cantonments were divided into 
the following sections—shown in the accompanying 
plan—and their superintendence entru.sted to the officers 
named below: 

i.—BrigAili<jr-Geti©ral H. T, Mac^^hersoii, o* b., v.g, ^ fi'OTri tlio Siul 
lii'igiid© gate oil t!ie soiitlieni facf? to tbe Biraar« viilage on the fcsst. 

Se(0o^i —C'oloiiei F, il- Jenkins, c:b,, <'orps of Guides, from tlie 

IMirinru village up to tlio oagtera slajie of the Biinaru ridgo, 

ISr^ctim UL —ilugli Gougli, v,o,, from the eastern 
extremity of the Hinmrn vilhige to the gorge wliieh drvidofs the riflga 

beGtion /F. - Major-Gonera). J. Hills, c,a,, v,a*j front the gorge to tlie 
htuil-fpiartera gate 

F. — Lieutftiiant’Cohmel F. iho,, 7iind Highlanders, 

from the hwFtitiartei'Fi gate to the 2nd Brigade gate. 

Brigadier-General Massy was placed in the centre, 
whilst Brigadier-General Baker, c.n., commanded tlie 
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which was formed up at the southei'n entrance 
to tlic gorge leading to tlu; Iliinaru ridge. 

Telegraphic communication was estabiislied between 
divisional head-quarters on the west face and the tem¬ 
porary heaii-quartera of Generals Macptier,sori, Gough, 
Hills, and Baker, and the native field hospital. All 
the sectioirs were also brought into communication with 
each other and with head-quarters by n^eans of visual 
signalling. 

livery effort was made to place the British p(>sition 
in a thorough state of defence, white the sitiiatioji oi 
ttie force wa.s communicated by telegram to the 
Commander-in-Chief in India, and the advisability 
of reinforcements being despatclied was urged by 
General Roberts. At the same time orders were sent 
to Major-General Bright at .Taialat>ad to move Brigadier- 
General Cluirles Gough’s brigade to Jvabul udthoiit loss 
of time, and to advance Brigadier-General A.rbuthilot’s 
brigade as .soon as fresh. troop.s should reach Jalalabad 
from India. 

Early on. the following morning (1.5th .December) 
the telegraph wire was cut, communications with the 
iiase (at Pe.shawar) severed for the second time since 
Kabul iva.s occupied, and the force again isolated. The 
Lieutenant-General had intended to recall to Sheiqmr 
the gan-isons of both Butkhak and J^ataband, but he 
finally decided to maintain the latter post, wdiose situa¬ 
tion was a strong one, its ammunition plentiful, and 
its supplies sufricient to last over the probable date 
of Brigadier-General Charles Gough’s arrival. Sir 
Frederick Roberts rightly judged that so long as this 
post was held, no serious opposition wt)uid be offered 
to General Gough's advance. The event amply justified 
the Lieutenant-Generars decision; heliographic com¬ 
munication was kept up with Lahibanti whenever the 
weatlier allowed it during the ensuing week, while a 
serious attempt on tlie part of the Afghans against the 
post on the Kith December was easily frustrated by 
the troops under Colonel Hudson, The enemy, to the 
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number of 800 or 1,000, were dispei'sed with considertible 
loss, iind not a single casualty occurred on the British 
side. 

Meanwhile at Kabul, on the 15th and 16th, the 
enemy w^ere comparatively inacti^’e, the latter date 
being occupied with the looting of the city and Bala 
H issar, where Muhammad Jan secured large quantities 
of ammunition, which w^as reported to consist of 130 tons 
of pow^cler and 100,000 rounds of Snider ammunition. 
Eighty tons of pow'der had already been destroyed by 
the British. 

On the 17th December a liostile demonstration was 
made by the Afghans on the Asmai heights and tlie 
Siali Sang ridge, wliicii w'as answered by artillery fire 
from the cantonments and their immediate neighbour¬ 
hood. 

On the 18th the Lieutenant-General learned by 
heliogram from Lata band, ajid by a letter ironi 
Brigadier-General C’harles Gough, that that officer had 
not yet adi^anced beyond Jagdalak, owniig to the weak¬ 
ness of the force ai^ailable for the .strengthening and 
reopening of the line of communication. It was, how¬ 
ever, of the utmost importance that the force at Sherpur 
sliould be enabled to assume the offensive as soon as 
possible, both for the sake of tlie j)restige of the British, 
which would seriously suffer if the city of Kabul 
remained much longer in the hands of the enenij'', and 
because the post of Latalrand was orjly provisioned 
up to the 23rd. General Itoberts, therefore, urged 
the Cornmander-in-Chief to instruct Brigadier-fTeneral 
Gough to advance at all hazards. His appeal did not 
reach head-quarters in Itulia till the 21st. [For an 
account of the difficulties and delays on the line of 
communication, see p. 318.] 

On the same date, sliortly before noon, the enemy 
issued from the city in great strength and again occupied 
the Siah Sang ridge and tlie heights w^est of Sherpur. 
By using the cover afforded l^y the orchards and walls 
of tlie suburbs, some of them managed to advance to 
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within 4-00 yards of the works^; here, however, they were 
cliecked by ttie telling rifle fire of selected marksmen, 
and they made no attempt to advance further. The 
British loss was only one sepoy killed, IJeutenaiit L. 
Svinderhmd, 72nd Ilighiiinders, and one man wmunded. 

During the niglit tlie enemy occupied two fortified 
\dllages a few hundred yards from the cantonment 
eastern face, from one of whicli, Kala Mir Akbar, they 
cauised considerable annoyance to the garrison ot the 
small tindified village wiiieli had been transfomitjd into^ 
a redoubt at that point and garrisoned by fifty rifles of 
the iilth. General Baker was accordingly sent out 
at 9 a.m. on tiie I9th with 490 each of the 97th and 
3rd Sikhs, two guns of No. 2 Mountain Battery, and 
some sappers, with orders to destroy the fort. In this 
undertaking tw^elve men were wounded, as vyell as 
Ijieiitenant C. A. Montanaro, «.A„ who received a 
mortal wound while laying a gun. This young officer 
had already distinguished him.self on the 14th December, 
and was mentioned by Sir Frederick Roberts for his 
gallantry on that date. The 19th December was’ al.so 
marked by the death of IVLtior .1. Cook, v.o., nth Gurk¬ 
has, of wounds received on the 12th, an officer whose 
loss was universally deplored, _ and who w'as spoken of 
by the 1 iieutenant-Geiieral in Divisional Orders a.s 
having earned. “ the admiration of tlie wdiole three.” 

On the 20th desultory firing similar to that of 
previous days was kept up on the cantonments, but 
beyond tlirowing out cavalry videttes no sorties were 
undertaken in reply, nor any attempt made to gain 
possession of portions of the enemy’s position. 'I'he 
British force was not large enough to admit of the 
General holding such positions when taken: and he 
considered that had he replied to the enemy’s efforts in 
this manner, he would have been playing their game, 
and he therefore determined to wait until he could act 
decisiveely. Every night information reached the Lieu¬ 
tenant-General that an attack was contemplated, but 
it w'as not until the 21st December that the enemy 
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/lioAved of speciii] activity. On that day 

numbers of them moved from, the t;ity, and, passiiig 
round to tlie eastward of Sherpur, occupied the numerous 
villages in that direction in very great force. It Ijecame 
apparent that this movement was preparatory to an 
attack frt)n'i that quarter; and at the same time the 
General was informed that the enemy were preparing 
a number of ].addei’s, with the intention of attacking the 
southern and western walls by escalade. 

On the same date Sir Frederick Eobert.s received 
news by heliograph that Brigadier-General Charles 
Gough’s brigade was approaching Seh Baba, and would 
be at Lataband on the 2iJnd and w ould reach Kabul on 
the 24th. As the Tdeutenant-General was very de.sirous 
of keeping open his comnmaications witli India, and us 
he felt it most important that General (.lough should 
be fully acquainted with the exact position of affairs at 
Kiibub and fuither, as it was very pos,sible that cavahy 
might be of service in the advance from l..ataband, 
the 12th Bengal Cavalry'’ were despatched at 3 a.m. 
on the morning of tlie 22nd Oeceniber to join hands 
w'itli Gough’s advance guard. Major ,1. H. Green, 
who commanded tlic regiment, was instructed that if 
Butkhak, thrtjugh w'hicli place he had to pass, was 
unoccupied by the enemy and proved friendly, he wa.s 
to halt there, 1 earing a detachment to watch tlje Logar 
bridge, whilst from the other side Colonel Hudson was 
to push on to Butkhak with the Lataband garrison as 
soon as the head of General Gough s column arrived at 
.Ijataband. Should it be found, however, that Butkhak 
was hostile, Major Green w'as to press on to Lataband 
and unite with the troops there. The latter event 
proved to be the ease, and the cavalry went on as 
arranged, losing tliree men killed afid three wounded in 
the operation. 

'rhe story of this perilous ride, through a hostile 
country and in the darkness of a winter night, cannot 
be better told than in the graphic words of Mr. liens- 
inan {Afghan War, p. 250). 
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"The 12th Bengal Cavalry had a fearful journey 
outwards. On passing Kala Muhammad Sharif, on 
their way to the Kabul bridge, they were fired upon 
by a pkajuet; and, tlie alarm being given, the enemy 
turned out and blocked the %vay. T'lie (;avalry turned 
off from the road, and struck the river lower down. 
The water was not very deep, but the banks w'ere steep 
and slippery, and men and horses fell backwards as they 
tried to climb up the further bank. It cost tw^o houra 
to ford the river, the last squadron having ttj disniouut 
in the stream, crawl up the hank, atid drag their hoi’scs 
after them. The sowars were wet through, and two 
or three horses w'ere drowned. Once over the road to 
Butkhak was taken, and from every village on the road 
turned out a few men, w'lio fired upon the horsemen, 
J^bey, perhaps, mistook them for another convoy of 
yahtis. The dismounted men had to be left to return 
to Sherpur under cover of the darkness. Upon nearing 
Butkhak, a patrol was sent out; and as it was then near 
daybreak, they could see men moving about the village. 
The place was occupied by several hundred Afghans, 
who opened fire upon the cavalry. The latter could 
not stay to fight; and Major Gi'een, in command, 
knowing how impossible it was to return to canton- 
ments, resolved to push on to I..ataband. One .sowar 
was .shot dead and three others wounded; and the 
enemy followed so closely, that a squadron was dis¬ 
mounted and ordered to skiiauish out with their carbines, 
lliis gave time for all stragglers to be got together 
again, and in a short time the skirmishers were recalled, 
and tlie whole regiment trotted off’ to Uataband, 
Twelve men were missing, but ten have since reported 
thernselves at Sherpur. ff’hey disguised them.sel\'es by 
altering their uniform, and then hid away in nalas until 
evening, when they crept out and made a wide detour 
to the nortli, until they reached the open plain betw^een 
the Wayfrabad Lake and the Bimani Hills. Their 
horses and accoutrements were lost. The enemy have 
occupied the village of Khoja Darwesh, about 3 miles 
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to the east of Sherpur, and are reported to be collecting 
in force in tlie forts between JJirnaru and this village, 
'hhej' are [)robably Kohistfinis, who have taken the 
precaution of securing tlicir line of retreat in case of 
defeat.” 

The 22nd passed at Sherpur without notew'orthy 
incident, d'he enemy were, however, aware of the 
near approach of reinforcements for the British, and 
they percci\ed that the moment for decisive action 
had arri/ed. 'J\)war<ls evening Sir Frederick Roberts 
received credible infbrnmtion that a general attack was 
to be delivered on t,he folhnving morning; that the real 
operations would l)e against the eastern face, supported 
by a false attack on the southern wall; and tliat the 
aged mulla, JlTiishk-i-Alam, would with liis own liand 
light the beacon fire at dawu on the Asmai heights 
which was to be the signal for the eomuiencement of 
the attaeJi. i\.ll the British troops were accordingly 
ordered to be under arms at a very early hour on the 
23rd, anti at 5.3t) the ir (formation was proved to be 
correct, the signal fire appearing on tlie Asmai l*eak and 
announcing the beginning of the assault. 

Heavy firing was opened almost immediately against 
our southern and eastern faces, and by 7 a,m. an 
attack in force digainst the eastern side was fully 
<ieveloped, vdiilst large numbers of tlie enemj'', provided 
with scaling lad<lers, were drawn up under cover of tJie 
vvalls to the south. The guns were at this time in 
position {IS follows: 

2 F-Aj Jloyjfl Artillery, h\ the fJTth ba,gtiouj renuiiudcr in reserve, 

I guiisf th>y«l ArtiHeryj in gorge; 2 gnns ori nortli^ive^t ^ 5 pur of 

Biitjuru heights* 

No, 1 Moaiitttin Ihittery on Bimera; 2 guns 0-3, Royid Artillery^ hi 
reserve* 

No. 2 Monntiiiu IMtory in Iwistion to right of 7 ^ir 1 gate. 

Jf roni 7 a.ni. until 10 a,m. the fight was canned on 
\dgoroiisiy; repeated attempts were made to carry the 
low eastern wall by escalade; but though the enemy 
Oil several occasions i-eaclied the abattis, ilie_y were each 
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time repulsed, find many dead marked the .spots where 
the assault had been pressed iiome. 't'hemost deter¬ 
mined attack was directed against tlie sections {:din- 
nianded by General Hugh Gougli and Colonel Jenkins, 
and its defeat 'v^"as in a gi'eat measnre due to the 
excellent dispositions whicli these officer.s made. 

The troops tiefendiug these sections were the Guides 
Infantry, in the trenches about llimaru, 100 men of the 
28th Tunjab Intantry, in the native hospital, and tlie 
67th Foot, Jt-einforced by two companies of the 92nd 
Highlanders from the reserve. When the attack was 
first made, it was still so dark and misty that little 
could be seen in front of the trendies, and orders were 
given to reserve fire until the advancing masses of 
Afglians coidd be clearly distinguished. The men c)f 
the 28th Punjab Infantry were the first to open fire, 
wliile at the same time General Hugh Gough’s guns 
of No. 1 Battery, under Lieutenant J. C. Shirres, fired 
star-shells, which, bursting in the air, illumined tlie 
attacking force in the fields and enclosures 1,000 yards 
away. 'Pfie Guides next joined in the fusillade. To 
the right of the 28tli Punjabi sepoys were the 67 th 
and the 92nd, whose fire was reserved until they were 
ordered to fire volleys within 200 yards’ range on the 
advancing enemy, some of the ghazis amongst whom 
advanced to within 80 yards against the concentratt:d 
fire. The attack collapsed, and the Afghans Inistened 
behind cover. The cartridges of the defenders wei’e 
too precious to be wasted, and only when bodie.s of men 
got witiiin range were vt)Iley.s fired at them ■ but the 
Afghans were lavi.sh. in their expenditiii'e of ammuni¬ 
tion, to which they had been able to help them.selves 
without stint from the immense stores at the Bala 
Hissar. 

Meanwhile the heavy Afgiian guns under ftlajor 
C. A. Gorham, on the bastions of the cantonments, 
had opened fire wdth round shot and shell whenever 
opportunity offered. At 10,80 two 9-prs. of F-A, 
lioyal Horse Artillery, were placed on tlie liattery 
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facing east, and. fire was opened from one of them on 
such bodies . of rebels as could be seen among the 
orchards and villages. Two mountiiin guns were also 
in action iii the 72nd bastion, and tlie right division of 
G-3, Royal Aitiliery, shelled the enemy at 1,200 yards’ 
range from the west end of Bimaru ridge. Fittally 
Captain Morgan, with two 7-pr.s., was in action at 
Biinarn village. 

Soon after 10 a.m. a lull took place, but at 11 a.m. 
the attaclv was resLuned, although it was not riuirked 
with tJte detemiination of the former period. 

Finding* that it was impossible to dislodge the 
enemy by :iny fire that could be brought to bear 
ppon them ft’om the defences, the General determined 
to attack them in fiank; and for this purpose he 
directed four guns of G-3, Royal Artillery, and the 
5th ]'*unjab Cavalry, under tlie command of Major 
Craster and Lieutenant-Coionel Williams respectively, 
to move out through the gorge in the Biinaru heights. 
Accordiiigly between 11 and 12 (noon) Major Craster 
ttjok four guns of his battery about half a mile beyond 
the gorge and began to shell a village, Khwaja Kala, 
under the east end of the ridge, at about 1,500 to 1,600 
yards’ range. The view vvas much obscured by willow 
brushwood, but the fire of the guns had tlie desired 
effect, 'fhe conntei*-stroke at once tf>Id, and the 
Algtijuis, who had doubtles.s been apprised by their 
scouts of the arrival of reinforcements on the Logar, 
wavered a.nil soon began to seek safety in flight. 

d’be time for the action of cavalrj'^ liad now arrived; 
(.ieneral Massy wa,s <lireeted to proceed with every 
fivailable man and liorse, and do his utmost against 
the enemy, d'he 5th Punjab Cavalry had already pro¬ 
ceeded (as above mentioned) through the gorge to the 
north-east. As .soon as Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, 
who commanded them, obser^''ed tliat the enemy, now 
foiled in their attack and disheartened, began to 
disperse, he advanced to cut off the ICohistanis, who 
were nttemptii),g to retreat to the north, and he 
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^%iiccec‘de(l in twice charging home among them, 
a considerable number. General Massy followed as 
soon as possible with the remaining cavalry of his 
brigade, but by the time he arrived the (Cohistanis had 
made good their retreat over the liills, Aeetndingly, 
in pursuance of instructions, Massy .skirted the village 
of Khojah Haw ash, whence the 14!th Bengal Eancers 
were sent back towards the gorge leading over the bills 
to ICohistan to block that road; the .5th Punjab Cavalry 
and {)th Ijancers were sent to Siah Sang hills to 
intercept the retirement towards the city of Kabul, 
whilst the Guides Cavalry were kept on the plain to 
the east to prevent the enemy’s retreat towards Butkhak. 
The only three available roads of retreat were thus cut 
off. The .5th Punjab Cavalry and 9th Laneera engaged 
the Afghans who were retreating towards Kabul, and 
both regiments, disiuomrting, opened a heavy and telling 
tire upon them. The Guides Cavalry also succeeded 
in rendering a good account of the eiieray more to the 
east%vard. 

Meanwhile a party of infantry and sappers moved 
out to destroy the villages to the south which had 
already caused considerable annoyance, and which 
might have impeded the arrivid of Brigadier-General 
Charles Gough’s brigade on t)ie fbllowdng day. In this 
duty Lieirtenant .1. Burn-Murdoch, R.E., was wounded, 
and Captain J. Dundas, v.c., r.e., and Lieutenant C, 
Nugent, 11 .E., were accidentally killed by an explosion. 

Tlie other casualties on the 28rd I>ecember amounted 
only to three men killed and two officers (Brigadier- 
CTeneral H. Gmigli ‘ and Ideutenant C. F. Gam bier) and 
twenty-eight men wounded—-a very trifling loss when the 
I'esults of the day’s fighting are considered. 'Phe great 
combination of tlie tribesmen was completely dissolved, 
their forces were scattered, and the wisdom of Sir 
h'rederick H.oberts in concentrating his arniy_ at 
Shei’pur, and in awaiting the course of events mitil he 

^ BrigRtlier-Goiieml H, Goujrh'fs Blothiiig wtia penetrated by r bviHetj but 
the imhtin he wrh wearing SHved JiiiH from anything w'orse than a coutusion* 
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could deliver ii cnisldug blow from his own position was 
conclusively proved. 

On the 24th not a single Afghan was to he found 
in the adjatient villages, or visible on the surrounding 
hills. Tlie city was perfectly clear of tliem, and so 
precipitate was their flight, that they left their dead 
unburied where they fell. By mid-day many paitics 
of tliem were upwards of 25 miles from Kabul, the 
rapidity of their retreat being doubtless accelerated by 
the knowledge that reinforcements were near at liaiid. 

'i.'he eiividry, divided into two parties, commanded 
respectively by Brigadier-Generals Massy and Hugh 
Gough, proceeded by Beni Hissar and the Chard eh 
V'^alley in pursuit; l>ut so rapid had been the enemy’s 
flight and so retarded were the troopers by the heavy 
snow, that no success attended their efforts, though 
neither party returned to Sherpur until after niglitfall. 

The old ’inulla, Mushk-i-Alain, liad carried off' the 
newly proclaimed A rnir, the young son of Yakub Khan, 
Musa Jan, to tihazni; Muhammad Jan was reported 
to have fled from the city at 8 a.m. on tire 24th ; 
Muliamnuid J^liir Khan, son of Muhammad Sharif 
Khan (a state prisoner at Delira Dun), wlio had been 
\'cry active against our troops, was said to hav'e escaped 
to Wardak. 

Meanwhile Brigadier-Genei’al Charles Gough had 
left Lataband with his column at daybreak on the 
23rd December, and was able to communicate by 
lieliograpb will) Sir Ercderick Boberts at 1 p.ni. fi'om 
Butkhak, He halted tiiat evening i> miles from Sherpur, 
and marched into cantonments without opposition on 
tlie following morning, liis brigade amounting to 2,000 
infantry, 2 squadrons and 6 mountain guns, including 
Colonel Hudson’s I aitaband garrison and the 12th Bengal 
Cavalry under Major Green. 

Tlie city of Kabul and tiie Bala Hissar were again 
occupied liy the troops, the ground at the latter place 
being first carefully examined and the magazine 
emptied. 
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S'rRENGTH OE FHE ENEMY 

During the time that tlie enemy ncoupied the city 
and the Bala Hissar, the people, especially the Hindus 
and Kizilbashes, no doubt suffered considerable incon¬ 
venience, and a few, whose relations with the British 
had been friendly, were ill-treated, but tlie General had 
no reason to believe that any large amount of either 
treasure or valuables was discovered or carried away 
by the followers of Muhammad ,Ian. 

It was impossible to form any accurate estimate of 
the numbers of the enemy who had been assembled 
against the division under Sir Frederick Roberts in 
the cantonments at Sherpur. I’lie eontiiige?its from 
Kohistan, the Logur and Langar Valleys (Khawat) and 
other districts had received great accessions to their 
estimated strength from every hamlet through which 
they passed, and wdien within a day s journey of Kabul 
they had been joined, almost en vume, by the popu¬ 
lation of the numerous surrounding villages, and by 
maiiy disaffected people of the city. (General Roberts 
calculated the strength of the enemy besieging Sherpur 
at 60,000 men. Their losses must have been con¬ 
siderable, not less than 3,000 having been killed and 
wounded. 

The average strengtli of the British force round 
Kabul during the events from the 13tb to the 23rd 
December was 223 officers, 6,882 men and 24 guns. 
The losses from the 10th to the 23rd inclusive 
amounted to 12 officers and 84 men killed, 1,5 officeis 
and 248 men wounded, exclusive of about 30 followers. 

Every exertion was at once made to re-establish 
communications and to facilitate the advance of troops 
from the Khyber tow'ards Kabul, w'hose arrival wmuld 
have the best possible effect, and convince the Ghilzais 
and other neighbouring tribes of the powder of the 
British Government. 

On the 26th December Butkhak was re-occupied. 
Major-General R. O. Bright w’as urged by the General 
Commanding the Field Force to send up troops to 
occupy Seh llaba and I>atHband, and to push on the 
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telegraph line and re-open communications. General 
Hills resumed his functions as Military Governor, and 
Sir Frederick Roberts issued a proclamation announcing 
a general amnesty to be exteiwled to all insurgents, 
with the exception of a few of the ringleaders. 

On the 27tij December Rrigadier-Genenil Raker 
inarched from Kalnd tlirough deep snow into the 
Koh-i-daman with four mountain guns, the Guides 
Cavalry, and 1,700 infantry. The column marched 12 
miles and encamped, and on the following day moved 
another 6 miles to the fortified village of Baba Ivushkar 
belonging to Mir Bacha, the principal leader of the 
Kohistanis in the late rising, which wji-s found deserted 
and razed to the ground ; all other forts and villages 
belonging to the same chief were de.stroyed, his vine¬ 
yards were cut down, and his fruit-trees ringed. The 
force then returned to Sherpur, having accomplished 
its mission without exjieriencing any opposition. 

By tlie 2S)th communications with the Khyber were 
restored, Seh Baba was occupied on the 30th by 200 
men from .lagdahik, and Lieutenant-Colonel Money 
marched from Sherpur Avith the 3rd Sikhs to re-occupy 
Lafriband. . . 

At the capital all walls and enclosures witlnn 
1,000 yards of the Sherpur cantonment were levelled, 
including the fortified villages of Muhammad Sharif 
(Rikabashi) and Muhammad Khan, froni which the 
British troops had been much harassed in 1841. 


CHAPTER IX 


OPKRATIONS IN THE Kl UKAM UISTUUT I'ROM SIK I’RKOEKK K 
RDIIKR'I'S'S ADVANCT} TO KABIH-., SEPTEMBER -’(1th, 1870, TO 
THE ENI> OK THE YEAR. 

The re.stlessness and lawlessness of the hill tribes in the 
neighbourhood of the Kurruni Valley were not^ long in 
showing tliernseh'cs after the departure of Sir Frederick 
Roberts from Ali Khel on the ‘2(5th September, 1H79. 
The first outrage committed was the murder on the 
SOtli September, near Sapri, of Ijieuteuant F. G. Kinloch, 
5th Rengal Cavalry, who was on his way to join the 
12th Rengal Cavalry at Kurram Fort. I'liis act led to 
the issue by Rrigadier-General 'J'. E. Gordon, (!.s.i., who 
had taken over command of the Kurram Valley from 
Major-General Roberts, of more stringent orders re¬ 
garding the strength of posts and convoys and their 
hours of marching. A punitive expedition against the 
/^aiinukhts was also sanctioned by the Government of 
India, but owing to subse{iuent events this had to be 
po.stponed for a time. 

On the 2nd October the hostility of the IMangals and 
Gliilzais, which had manifested itself in attempts to 
impede the advance to Kushi of the 1st Division,^ found 
vent in an attack on the entrenched camp on the Shutar- 
gardan, where the following garrison had been left 
under command of laeutenant-Colonel G. N. Money. 
8rd Sikhs: 

.Vo. 1 Mountain Battery, 4 guns (Captein II. it L. Morgan). 

Srd Sikhs (Major J. Griffiths). 

21st Punjab Infantry (Major F. W. Collis). 

This force had no reserve ammunition. 
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VIGOROUS REPRISALS 

As early as 7 a.m. on the date mentioned large 
niimbers of the enemy were observed on the heights 
overlooking the crest of the Shutargardan Pass. 
Colonel Money at iirst refrained from firing oii thorn 
in conseciuence of the representations of CaptaiiVrurner, 
the Political Odicer, who hoped that Ala-ud-din Khan, 
younger brother to Padsliuh Khaii, head of the Ghilzais, 
who w’as momentarily expected in camp, w'ould have 
suthcient influence to induce the tribesmen to come to 
terms and to withdraw without bloodshed. Padshah 
Khan had been ousted in favour of his younger brother 
in negotiations wdth the British, anti the attitude of* the 
tribe was no longer friendly. At the same time it was 
important that" heliographic communication with the 
l^'ield Force should be kept up. An attempt to occupy 
a position fai’ourable for this purpose was opposed by 
the Gliil'/ais, who, moreover, emboltlaied by the 
apparent hesitation of tlie British, continued to advance, 
and fii-ed several .shots into the outlying picguets. 
Colonel Money now felt that the time for negotiation 
was passed, and that vigorous reprisals should be made 
on the aggressive tribesmen. An advance was ordered, 
the four guns. No/ 1 Mountain Battery, wdiich were 
posted in divisions on the right and left, beginning at 
the same time to shell the enemy. Major Griffiths, 
with 200 rifles of the Ord Sikhs and 50 rifles^ of the 
21st Punjab Infantry, under Captain G. H. C. Dyce, 
ailvanced to storm the position occupied by the 
tribesmen, 150 rif1e.s ol tbe 21.st 1 iiiijab Infantiy 
being kept in reser\'e. Major Griffiths w'as wounded 
almost iimnediately, and the command then devolved 
on Captain ^V. B. Aislabie. who led the assault 
with complete succe.ss. The artillery fire was most 
eflectual in keeping down the enemy s crosS“fire, 
which would otherwise have caused annoyance and 
more lo.ss. Thanks to this and to the suddenness of 
the attack the position was can-ied with but slight loss, 
amounting to only one British officer and six men 
wounded. 'Ihe enemy fled in the utmost confusion 




before the British advance, and dispersed to tlieir homes 
without making any attempt to rally. The bravery 
displayed on thi.s occasion by .Jemadar (ianesha Singh 
(Dogra), Jlrd Sikhs, was brought prominently to notice 
by Colonel Money. 

This repulse seemed, however, to have only a 
tcinporar)^ effect in the neighbourhood. Annoyances 
on the line of eoinmunications continued, the telegraph 
was cut more than once, and on the 18th October 
Brigadier-General Gordon at Ali Khel received a 
telegram late at night from Mr. Christie, Political 
Officer at Kurram, to the effect that a number of 
Mangals and .Jajis had asseinliled to make an attack on 
either or both posts of Paiwar and Ali Khel. At day¬ 
break on the 14th the enemy .advanced agjiinst a tower 
on the left front of the camp at Ali Khel, and engaged 
the picquet which was posted there. Immediately 
afterwards they showed in great force on the right, and 
advanced boldly over broken ground to within 80 yards 
of two towers and a palisade held on thjit flank by the 
29th Punjab Infantry. Tliey also aiipearcd lower down 
in the ravines, and engaged the picqueLs posted tliere by 
the 2-8th Foot. They had e\’idently taken up their 
position during the darkness, and waited for tlie firsl 
daylight to make their atteck. A portion of the 29th 
Punjab Infantry wjis ordered to sally out throtigh the 
palisade and drive them off, which operation wa.s 

f erformed most effectually by the detachment under 
iieutenant H. P. Picot, followed uj) by supports under 
Major C. K. I). Branson and J.iieutenant R. W. 
Macleod, and, with the assistance of parties of the 
2-8th Foot and 11th Bengal Infantiy, the enemy were 
completely repulsed. Captain H. G. Grant, Brigade- 
.Major, then t(M)k out 50 troopers of the 12th Bengal 
Cavalry and 5tli Punjab Cavalry by the front of the 
camp, aiid passing up tire broad bed of the Rokian 
stream, intercepted the enemy and cut up .some twenty 
of them. In ft'ont of the British infantry po.sition the 
tribesmen were forced to abandon twenty-four bodies 
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of tlicir dead and three -wounded men, who were 
brought into cainp. 

While tliis was happening on the right, the enemy 
also showed in strength at the end of the plateau on 
the left flank, coming up the ravines leading from the 
Lai war Kotal stream. They were at once driveri out 
from their advanced position by a detachment of the 
.'jth Gurkhas and party of the 11th Hengal Infanti-y 
under Colonel P. IT. F. Harris. The Afghans then 
crossed the stream and took up a fresh position on the 
rocky and wooded ridges above, whence, ho-w-evcr, they 
were quickly dispersed by the fire of the three guns of 
C-4 Battery, and were pursued for some distance by 
the infantry. 

'rhe casualties of the British were six men of the 
.5th I^iinjab Cavalry, lltli Bengal and 29th I*unjab 
Infantry slightly wounded. Five prisoners were taken, 
ij^cluding tl)ree wounded men. It was estimated that 
1,500 to 2,000 men were engaged in the attack. 

A simultaneous and still more determined attempt 
was made to overpower Colonel Money’s post on the 
Shutargardan. On the 13th October intelligence was 
received there that tlie Ghilzais were again assembling 
and bent on disturbing the I’oad near Karatiga and 
Surkh Kotal; and at 9 p.m. information arrived that 
the telegraph wire was cut and the enemy were in 
possession of the road, intending to attack the post at 
Surkh Kotal, which was held by 90 rifles under a British 
officer. Accordingly laeutenant-Colonel Money directed 
IMajor Collis, commanding 21st Punjab Infantiy, to 
take two companies of his regiment and two guns of 
the Kohat Mountain Batteiy and to accompany the 
relief (90 rifles) which was about to proceed to the 
Surkh Kotal post. At 8 a.in. on the 14th heavy firing 
was heard, and intelligence was brought that 2,000 
Ghilzais had attacked tlie Surkh Kotal at daybreak, 
and were then engaged with Major CoUis’s detachment. 
Major Griffiths was at once ordered out in .support, 
with two companies of the 3rd Sikhs; whUe two 
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companies of the 21.st Punjab Infantry and one moun¬ 
tain gun, were directed to take possession of the ridge 
abo%'^e the camp. The latter party was only just in 
time, as the enemy, who were advancing in force from 
the south of the aimp (where the action took place on 
the 2nd), were within 50 yards of the ridge when the 
I’unjab Infantry anived, and were with difliculty dis¬ 
lodged. Later on a very large body of the enemy 
again endeavoured, wth great pertinacity, to force this 
ridge, and the detachment there was reinforced by two 
additional companies of the 3rd Sikhs under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Money in person. .... 

In the meantime, in obedience to instructions, Major 
Collis had moved out of the camp at the Shutargardan, 
at 7 a.m., with Captain Morgan, r.a., and one mountain 
gun, I.^ieutenant P'asken and 50 rifles of the Sikhs, and 
Captains W. E. Gowan and Dyce, Lieutenant W. H. 
Young and 140 rifles of the 21st Punjab Infantry, Avith 
a view to relieving the post at Surkh Kotal, and 
covering a detachment which was bringing up a convoy 
of ammunition from Karatiga. On arrival at Surkh 
Kotal, Major Collis found that the post w£is then being 
attacked by a considerable irumbcr of hilhnen. He 
at once engaged the enemy, and his little force were 
already dislodging them from their positions when the 
arrival of Major Grirtiths’s reinforcement completed 
their discomfiture for the time and drove them from 
the hills above Surkh Kotal with considerable loss. 
Nevertheless, the Afghans having been in turn re¬ 
inforced by large numbers, renewed the attack, and 
endeavoured once more to establish themselves on the 
neighbouring heights, in which, however, they W'cie 
frustrated by the gallantry of the 3rd Sikhs and 21st 
Punjab Infantry, and by the accurate fire of Captain 
Morgan’s guns. The enemy now broke, arid^ were 
pursued for more than a mile, the guns continuing to 
shell them until they were out of range. 'I'heir strength 
was estimated at 3,000, of whom they left 40 dead 
on the field. The British loss was two men killed, 
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Captain 1). M. D. VVaterfield, u.a., anti seven men 
wounded. 

On tJie following day (October loth) Colonel Money 
was informed that the enemy had been largely re¬ 
inforced, and that their numbers were now from 10,000 
to 17,000. He therefore resolved to contKjntratc his 
small force, and accordingly abandoned the post on the 
Surkh Kotal. On the ICth the numbers of tlie tribes¬ 
men w'ere said to have still further risen, and as Colonel 
Money was very uncertain as to when news of his 
position would be received at Kabul or assistance reach 
him, he determined to act as much as possible on the 
defensive, to be sparing of ammunition, and to endeavour 
to draw the tribesmen on to expose themselves. On 
the 18th October the British position was completely 
surrounded and the water supply cut off; but meantime 
a force had started from Kabul on the previous day 
under Brigadier-General Hugh Gough, and on the 
morning of the 19th this force arrived at Kushi and 
heliographic communication was established w'ith the 
Shutargardan po.st. Having support near at hand, and 
feeling sure that the fact would have a strong moral 
effect on tlie enemy, Colonel Money decided to resume 
the offensive. Sk^mishers 'W'ere sent out to drive off 
the enemy’s sharpshooters from below the plateau to the 
w’est of the camp, and access was re-opened to a water¬ 
spring near the Kushi road. At the same time the 
four guns of the Kohat Battery, under Captain Morgan 
and lieutenants VV. H. Frith and J. C. Shirres, opened 
a heavy fire of shell and shrapnel on the v'^hole of the 
enemy’s line. On this an immediate movement was 
observable amongst them; their fire slackened, and 
before long ceasecl altogetlier, a rapid retreat commenced, 
and before evening there was not a man to be seen, 
'fhe British I'asualties on this day were eight men 
wounded. 

On the nn'ival of General Hugh (iough at the 
Shutargarflan the Karatiga road was at once re-opened, 
in order that the mails might be forwarded from Ali 
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Khel, as well as the details of regiments who were 
waiting to join their head-cjnarters at Kabul. After 
this object had been accomplished, the 2lst Punjab 
Infantry was sent back to /\li Khel (as related in 
Chapter Vll.), the remainder of the Shutargardan force 
and the 9th Lancers returned with General Hugh 
Gough to Kabul, and the post on the Shutargardan 
was evacuated for the winter. 

Meanwhile the ho.stility of the tribesmen w-hich had 
been showti by the attack on the Shutjugardan was also 
felt at Balesh Khel, and at points in the Hariab Valley. 
At the former plac^e a demonstration by some .'5,000 
of the enemy was speedily dispersed by a small force 
under Colonel II. G. Rogers, commanding the post ; 
while an advance from AH Khel into the Chakmanni 
Valley had an ex<;ellent effect in scattering the com¬ 
binations of the Afghans. Bi’igadier-General (iordon, 
however, considered that the available British force 
would be more advantageously disposed on a less 
extended line now' that communication wdth Kabul was 
broken, and advocated a retirement from tlie Hariab 
\hilley, and the estiiblishment of our mo.st adAanced 
post at the I’aiwar Kotal. 

This suggestion wuis adopted, but before the troops 
were moved from Ali Khel, Genenil T'. E. (iordon was^ 
recalled to Simla and was succeeded in the command of 
the Kurratn district by Brigadier-General J. Watson, 
c.ii., \'.c. General Gordon remained, how'ever, at 
General Watson’s request, until the arrangements for 
the evacuation were complete. By the 8th November 
the post at Ali Kliel was abandoned, and the troops 
there fell back to Kurram, turning aside for a few days 
into the Chakmanni country to enforce the payment of 
a fine inflicted as a punishment for the share hiken by 
the Cliakmanni in the late disturbances. 

No obstacle now stood in the way of the punitive 
expedition into the Zaimukht V'^alley which, as mentioned 
at the beginning of this chapter, was sanctioned by 
Government as far back as the 4tl» October, but which 
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had been postponed for various reasons. As originally 
ordered, this expedition was to be under the eonimnnd 
of Brigadier-General .1. A. 'I'y^ler, c.n., v.c., and a 
column composed Jis follows concentrated at Balesh 
Khel on the last day of November, 1879‘: Brigadier- 
General Watson being in chief militaiy and political 
charge of the Kurrain District, accompanied the force 
to Zawo. 

Ade(|uate transport for the force had not yet been 
collected at Balesh Khel, in consequence of which a 
further delay of a week occurred, M'hich was, however, 
utilised by the Brigadier in obtaining infoi-ination about 
the countiy to be traversed. Several reconnoitring 
parties were puslied forward on the 80th November and 
following days, without meeting with any opposition or 
hostility, except a few shots fired by Massuzai villagers 


* For ft fuller account of this expedition see Frontier and Overseas jKU'- 
peditionjt/rom India, Vol. II. 


Native Cuvnh'y, 

Ist Bengal Cavalry 

J3tli Bengal Ljnicers 

18tli Bengal Cavalry 

• 57 

. 155 

. 55 

Artillery. 

1-8, Royal Artillery (4 guns 

7-|)r. M.L. H. jointed, 2 
divisions) . *. . ,195 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 guns 

7-pr.) . . . . . 78 

European Infantry. 
•2-8tli Regiment 

85tli Light Infantry 

. 41 

. 733 

Native li\fantry. 
IStli Bengal Infantry 

. 323 

4th Punjab Infantry 

. 557 

20th Punjab Infantry 

29th Punjab Infantry 

No. 8 C‘omj>any Sappers 
Miners (half company) . 
Medical otlicers 

. 399 

. 5(>8 

and 
. 57 

8 

'Putal 

. 3,226 


Lieutcnurit-Colonel 11. C. 
Low, 13th Bengal lAincera. 


Major J. 1 laughton^ r.a. 
Lieuteiitftut H. N. Jervois, 

n.A. 

\ ('aptaiu D. A. (.Srant, 85th 
/ Foot. 


Lieutenaiit-C’olonelW. Play¬ 
fair. 

hieutenantX'oloiiel H. P. 
C^ose. 

Colonel R. Cl. Rogers, c.n. 
Colonel J. J. II. Gordon, c.ii. 

Lieutenant H. 1*. Loach, k.e. 
Surgooii-Major ^V. C, Boyd^ 
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on tlie 8rd December, which did no damage and were 
not replied to. At length, the route of the column 
having been determined upon, and the transport having 
arrived, Brigadier-General '^I'ytler began his march on 
the 8th December, his force carrying eleven days’ 
supplies, while sufficient for a further ten days had been 
collected at Doaba, and was to be forwarded thence to 
meet the column at Tm*awari. Starting from Balcsh 
Khel, the force reached Gwaki on the 8th December, 
and next day pushed on to Manatu. Kext day three 
separate columns were sent out to destroy the villages 
in the Wattizai V'^alley. On the 12th the force advanced 
to Cliinarak and next day a portion of the force moved 
out to attack Zawo, a noted stronghold of the tribe. 
Hitherto the enemy had offered no serious opposition, 
and at Zaithunak and Chinarak the villagers had given 
in their submission. 

Zawo is a regular mountain fastness, approachable 
by three paths, one up a difficult ravine about 8 miles 
long and in places only 10 feet wide, and the other two 
by tracks over difficult hills. General Tytler decided 
to advance up the ravine with the main body, but 
detached Colonel Gordon with a column to protect his 
right by an advance along the bills, while a .smaller 
flanking detachment moved along the spurs on the left. 

'fhe main body reached Bagh, miles from 
Chinarak, witliout opposition, hut after a veiy difficult 
march. Meanwhile Colonel Gordon, advancing along 
the hills, came upon the enemy in a strong position. 
A direct attack having failed, the position was turned, 
but even then the enemy did not retire until turned 
out utter a sharp hand-to-hand encounter, when they 
retreated to a second position, from which they had 
again to be driven. Colonel Gordon, liaving at last 
gained possession of the ridge, bivouacked for the night 
on its crest. 

On the 14th the advance w'as continued as before, 
and Colonel (fordon, after driving the enemy before 
him, occupied the high ground flanking the approach 
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to Ziiwo by the riiAane. The main body, leaving ii 
detachment at llagh, pushed on to Zawo, but, on 
nearing the village, had to move in single file under a 
heavy fire and shower of rocks from the heights on the 
left. 'I’he summit of the pass being gained, detach¬ 
ments were sent down to destroy the \ illages. Having 
effected their object, the troops returned to Chinaiak 
unmolested, for which the reason appears to l)e that the 
enemy had, in their hand-to-hand encounters with the 
right column, lost heavily. 

On the 17th the force moved to Sperkhwait, and 
from thence a detachment proceeded next day to 
destroy Vasta, which was effected without much 
opposition. On the 21st the force returned to Chinarak, 
where the submission of certain sections w'as received. 
On the 22nd the force marched to Sangroba and a 
detachment w’as sent on down the valley to the villages 
of Hadjnela and Dilragha. A fine of Hs. 7.000 was 
levied on the three last-named villages, of which 
Rs. .3,100 were paid on the spot, and hostages given 
for the |>ayment of the balance within five days. 'I'wo 
men, who were implicated in the murder of a syce of 
the l.st Rengal Cavalry in Augirst, were caught at 
Dilragha and were shot in front of the villagers. 

On the 28rd the force reached 'I'hal, where it was 
broken vip. 

The expedition was completely successful, severe 
punishment had been inflicted in the destmetiou of 
villages, their strongholds Zawo and Yasta had been 
penetrated, and the tribe forced to offer their sub¬ 
mission at Chinarak. 'I’be totid amount of fines imposed 
amounted to Rs. 2(5,100. and was reali.sed. 

Our casualties were slight, consisting of one British 
officer (Lieutenant Renny, -Ith I’unjab fnfajitry) and 
one sepv)y killed and two merj vvmunded. 

About this time the rising of the tribes round 
Kabul, and the confinement of the division there to 
the Sberpur cantonments, was the cause of hostile 
demonstrations again.st 'fhal, Kurram and Faiwar; the 
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tribesmen, however, dispersed to their homes without 
hostilities on receipt of news of the re-occupation of 
ICabul by General Roberts. 

On the 22nd December Hrigadier-General Watson 
brought to tlie notice of the Adjutant-General in India 
tlie desirability of relieving several of the regiments of 
the native army then serving in the Kinram command. 
Thus the 1st llengal Cavalry had 105 men and 124 
horses short of strength, 107 men on sick leave, besides 
a large proportion in hospital. The horses of tlie 
regiment were in very poor condition, and quite unfit 
for hard service. The 11th Rengal Infantry wanted 
113 men to complete strength and had about 2.50 men 
in hospital and absent on sick leave, and General 
AA'atson feared that by the end of the cold season the 
regiment would have but a very few men in its ranks 
fit for duty. The 20th Punjab Infantry had not .a 
large number sick or absent on sick leave, but it was 
200 short of its numbers and hud suffeied a good deal 
in the Khyber the previous year. I’he 21st l^unjab 
Infantry was 114 short of numbers, had 142 sick in 
hospital, and upwards of .50 away on sick leave. The 
20th Punjab Infantry was only 51 short, and had not 
a large number sick ; but, including the .lowaki 
campaign, it had been by this time three years in the 
field, and deserved relief. 

i\t the end of the year variotis movements of troops 
were ordered in the Kurram \'^alley, the 1st Rengal 
Cavalry being directed to proceed to Thai. Brigadier- 
General 'I’ytler was ordered to take command of all 
troops at and below Balesh Kliel, while Brigadier- 
General J. .T. H. Gordon commanded at and above 
Kurram Fort.* 

* The distribution of the troops in the Kurram Valley on the 31 st December 
is shown in Apjiendix XVI. 




CHAPTER X 

OPERATIONS ON THE KHYWKR LINE, SEI*TKM1{P:R TO 
J)K< :EM]}ER, 187!). 

When the news of the attack on Sir Ijouis Cavagnari’s 
Embassy reached Simla on the 5tli Sei)tember, 1879, 
the British troops under Brigadier-Cieneral Doran in the 
Kliyber Avere distributed as follows : 


At Landi Kotal, 


Cavalry 

Artillery 

( British 

Infantry 

Native 

Saf)j)ers 

loth bincers (2 s<|ua(Irons). 

J 11-9, Royal Artillery, 

\ No. 4 (Hazara) Mountain llattery. 
f 1st Rattulion, 12tK Foot. 

‘ \ Ist Battalion, 17tli Foot. 
f 24th Fumab Infantry. 

\ 27lh Funjub Infantry. 

A *’ Company, Bengal Sapjiera. 


At A/i Miwjid. 

Infantry 

f y9th Btnig-al Infantry. 

1 45th 8iklis. 


At Jamrufi. 

(‘avalry 

Infantry 

lOtli Bengal Lincers(l squadron). 

. . 2 roinpanies (from Peshawar). 


'I'lie pass was, for some portion of its length, in 
charge of a Jazaikhi corps under 1 lieutenant G. Ciais- 
ford, Avhich was intended for escort and orderly Avork 
and to hold certain posts. His command con.sisted 
of 2,59 men at the end of the first campaign, and was 
gradually increased to a total of 4*00, 

Steps were at once taken to strengthen this line of 
advance on Kabul, and on tiie 9th September a project 
was forwarded from the Adiutant-tieneral’s office to 
the Government of India for tlie support of General 
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Ro})ei'ts’s advance by a movement from this direction. 
'I'he propo.sals put forward were to create depots along 
the Kliyber route with the least po.ssible delay and with 
a minimum force, and gradually to increase the posts as 
fresh troops arrived. For this purpose the tbllowing 
troops would be recpiired: 


1 British Cavalry Regiment. 

IJ squiulrons of Native (’avalry. 
1 liea \7 Battery. 

1 Field Battery. 


1 Horse Artillery Battery. 

8 ^fountain Train guns. 

2 British Infantry Hf.‘giinont.s. 
5 Native Infantry Regiments. 


2 coiniianies of Sapiiers and Minors. 


Major-General R. O. Bright was named to command 
the operations and all the troops from the Indus to the 
front of the line of communications, with the following 
brigades under him holding sections of the line : 


Ham at Peahawary Brigadior-Goneral J, C. (i. Ross^ (.'.b., commanding the 
Po.sliawar District. 

lirujade.y Jamrud to Basawal, Brigadier-General J. Doran, c.n. 

Brifjadey advance depot and brigade at Jalalabad, Brigadier-General 
(\ G. Arbnthiiot, c.b. 

Ui Brigudey Safod Sang to Jagtialak, with movable column at Gandamuk, 
Brigadier-General C. S. Gougli, c.b., v.c. 


The first move was to be to Dakka, which was to be 
occupied as soon as possible by the Ciuides Corps witli 
two guns of the Hazara Mountain Battery, and a supply 
depot formed with rations for 10,000 men for two 
months; from Dakka further advances were to be 
made, as troops and supplies arrived, to .Jalalabad and 
Gandamak. On the 10th September the Commander- 
in-Chief asked for sanction for the immediate move to 
Dakka of the 10th Bengal I..ancers, the Hazara Moun¬ 
tain Battery, and tlie 24th Punjab Infantry, contem¬ 
plating a further advance to Basawal as soon as the 
Guides should airive at Dakka. 'Phis he proposed to 
do in order to give confidence to the Governor and 
people of .Jalalabad, for up to this date it was taken for 
granted that the Amir’s garrison would hand over the 
fort of Dakka at once to the British. But on the 11th 
a reconnaissance to within half a mile of Dakka, as w'ell 
as reports from the Khyber, showed that, though the 
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regular inl'antry of the Amir’s garrison still held Dakka, 
yet resistance might be expected beyond that point; 
that six Ilerati regiments were advancing towards the 
Khyher from Kabul, and tluit efforts were being made 
by the mullas to excite a general rising of the trihc^s. 

The instructions regarding the swlvance were there¬ 
fore modified, and the movement beyond I^andi Jvotal 
delayed until that post could be further strengthened. 

Major-General R. O. Rright, c. n., arrived at Peshawar 
on the 15th September, and was followed on the 2()th 
and 21st by Rrigadier-Generals C. Gough, c.«., v.c., and 
C. G. /Vrbuthnot, c.R., who were appointed respectively 
to the command of the 1st and 2nd Brigades of the 
Khyher Field Force, as the line of communication was 
called. Meantime the movement of tmops to the 
frontier continued, and the work of organising the 
Field Force was pushed forward with such haste as 
was possible. But in addition to the .sickly state of 
the regiments at Peshawar, the Major-General had to 
cope with other and even more serious obstacles to his 
advance. The difficulties in the way of obtaining trans¬ 
port were enormous. All available carriage, both in the 
station and district of Peshawar, as well as a consider¬ 
able portion of the movable column carriage, was being 
diverted to the Kurram Division for the advance of 
that force on Kabul. Arrangements were, however, al 
once entered iirto tor sending supplies to Landi Kotal 
by contract. At first there were .some difficulties in 
carrying out the contracts owing to tlie Id festival; but 
the service atlerwards proceeded with regularity, and 
supplies were sent forward daily. 

On the 2.5th September Brigadier-General C. Gough 
reported from l^andi Kotal that the Amir had %vritten 
to his officials positively forbidding opposition to the 
advance of the British troops. On the 2<Jth the Guides, 
with two guns of the Hazara Mountain Battery, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel F. H. .Jenkins, 
occupied Dakka without opposition, whither he was 
followed the next day by the 10th Bengal Lancers and 
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tlie 24th Punjal) fnfiintry, together with Brigiidier- 
General Charles Gougli unci his staff. 

The .strength of the Khyber Field Force on tlie 
28th September was 1,88.5 British and 4,060 natives. 
(For the conjposition of the whole force see Appendix 
XIII.) 

Brigadier-General C. Gough, with the advance 
column, cpntinucd his march on the 2nd October as 
far Jis Basawal, thence, as soon as supplies and transport 
allowed, to Barikao, and on the 12th idem the Guides 
occupied the fort at .Jalalabad. The slowt\ess ot this 
advance was occasioned in part by the difficulty in 
pi’ocuring supplies, while the lack of transport was 
terribly felt, the column having to depend principally 
on carts, almost the whole of which broke down in the 
march fi'om Basawal to Barikao, and incalculable extra 
fatigue and exposure were tlius entailed on the baggage 
guards. Only half the necessary transport being avail¬ 
able, three days were consumed for each daily stiige of 
the forward move. 

Meanwhile Brigadier-General Arbuthnot with the 
2nd Brigade, except the Carabiniers wdio had not yet 
joined, advanced as far as .Jamrud, and General Bright 
with divisional head-quarters w'as at vVli Masjid on the 
8th October and Landi Kota) on the bth. At the 
former place the amount of sickness amongst the troops 
was most deplorable, the 2nd and 80th Bengal Infantry 
regiments being almost entirely //e/'.v dc combat. 

On the Pith October orders w'ere reeeived for 
General C. Gough to send forward a flying column 
under Colonel Jenkins, c.ii., to consist of the Guides, 
a wing of the 9tli Foot, and the Hazara Mountain 
Battery, which was to reach Gandamak as quickly as 
possible. J'he object of this move was to overawe 
the Ghilzais and to intercept fugitives of the Afghan 
regiments broken up at the battle of Chahar.asiu, news 
of which had been received a few days before.^ 

Considering, how'ever, the weakness of the force at 
his disposal, the scarcity of supplies, and the w'ant ot 
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traiisport, General Gough was of opinion that sucli a 
deduction from liis troops would only invite disaster, as 
he could not afford supports; and, should the column 
he despatched, there M'ould remain with him only one 
troop of cavalry, a wing of Hritish infantry, and a win^ 
of native infantry, Avith no guns, and only three days’ 
supplies. Gnndamak, moreover, was fully 28 miles 
from Jalalabad, and the feeling of the country was 
very doribthil, and even reported hostile; whilst the 
.smallness of the force at Jalalabad, even without reduc¬ 
tions from it, alino.st invited attack. In view of these 
facts the flying column was not despatched, as pro¬ 
posed, to Gandamak, but a day or two later it was 
adv'anced a.s far as Eatehabad. 

About the same time the heavy battery (1J3-9) was 
ordered back to India, as its services Avere no longer 
re(|uired, now that Sir Frederick Roberts’s division had 
occupied the city of Kabul. Thus on the evening ot 
the 17th October the folloAving was the distribution 
of troops between Landi Khana (divisionalhead-quarters) 
and Jalalabad: 

Faiehabad 

(Under C’oloind Jenkins). 

Gui<lc 9 Cavalry (220 sitbres). I 2-!>th Foot (tving) (.100 rifles). 

No. 4 (tlazHny Mountain Battery. | Guides Infuutry (480 rifles). 

Jalalabad 

(llcad-quHrters of IJrigadier-General Charles Gough’s, Ifrt Hrigude). 
lOUi Bengal Liiiicers (2J squadrons). I 2-9th Foot (wing). 

C-3, Iloyal Artillery (4 guns). | 24th Ihinjab Infantry (5 (^nmiMinie^). 

ISo. 0 Comjiany Slippers and Miners. 

AH Boyhan. 

24th Punjab Infantry (1 company). 

Uarikao. 

lOth Bengal Lancers (1 troop). I 24th Puiijah Infantry (2 coinimiiies).- 

Bammil 

(Head-quarters of lirigadier-Goncral ArhuthnoLH, 2u(l Brigade). 

.Ird Bengal Cavalry (1 squadron). I l-12tli Foot (2 compiinie-s). 

C-3, Iloyal Artillery (2 guns). | 61at Light Infantry (2 companies). 

27tli I’lmjah Infantry (2 companies). 

JMkkn. 

;3rd Bengal Cavalry (1 squadron). I 27th Punjab Infantry (« conipaiiiea). 

11-9, Iloyal Artillery (2 guns). 1 4.5th Sikhs (1 comjiaiiy). 
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On tlie 19th October IJrigudier-Gencrfil Cluirles 
(ioiigh was authorised to continue his march with 
tlie main body of his brigade as soon as he shoidtl 
tliink tit, as Sir Frederick Hoberts from Kabul was 
pressing for his advance to Safed Sang, 'rransport 
was now available in the form of 1,000 camels belong¬ 
ing to nomad Afghan traders {Kuc/iis), which reached 
.lalalabad on the same date, and arrangements were 
made to march on the following <lay. 

A garrison of two guns C-3, Iloyal Artillery, and 
detachments of the 10th Bengal l iancei-s and 27th 
Punjab Infantry was left at .lalalabad, and the 
remainder of the force united with Colonel Jenkins’ 
column near Fatehabad. Its further advance, however, 
was here again delayed by the news of the Amir’s 
abdication. It was believed that this intelligence 
would materially alfect the attitude of the iMohmands 
and the people of Jalalabad, and General C. Gough was 
accordingly ordered not to leave the vicinity of that 
place until the line of communications should have 
been strengthened. Meanwhile a reconnaissance Avas 
pushed on to Safed Sang; the divisional head-quarters 
and those of Brigadier-General Arbuthnot moved to 
Basawal, and the 27th Punjab Infantry (Isc Brigade) 
and the ‘t.5th Sikhs (2nd Brigade) exchanged places. 

About the same time an attempt was made to 
negotiate with the Ghilzai chief Asmatulla Khan, in 
consequence of a letter from Sir F. Bobei'ts urging that 
he should be induced to visit liim at Kabul. 

On the 23rd October a further advance was made, 
the 1st Brigade moving to Fort Battye and occupying 
Ciandamak with an advance guard coniposcd of the 
Guides and the Haxara Mountain Battery, while on the 
same date General Bright’s head-tpiarters marched to 
Barikao and thence on the following day to Jalalabad. 
Brigadier-General C. Gough’s main body also advanced 
to Gandamak and encamped there on the 24'th October. 

Here the brigade was ordered to halt, while arrange¬ 
ments were made for opening communications with the 



1st Division. In a despatcii received by Hrigadier- 
(ieneral C. (ioiigh on the Sir Frederick HoberLs 

annouiured that about the first week in Noveinlier he 
would be able to despatch a strong brigade towards 
Gantlamak to (ro-operate with an advance from that 
place. Rlajor-Cieneral Bright therefore detennined to 
ernplo)' the 1st Brigade of his division as a movable 
column, to advance to Jagdalak, or further if necessaiy, 
and to meet the brigade from Kabul. 

Meanwhile a darbar was held at Jalalabad by l;he 
Major-Genei'ai on the JlOth October, at which the inten¬ 
tions of the British (Jovernment were explained to 
tlie ex-Ainir’s Governor. On this occasion apparently 
trustworthy information was received that the Ghilzai 
chiefs had decided not to oppose the British advance. 

On the 1st November General Bright proceeded to 
visit the camp of the 1st Brigade at Gandamak, which 
place was now in telegraphic communication with the 
head-quarters of the division. 

Preparations had been made for the early advjmce 
of the brigade, to join hands w'ith the Kabul force. 
The scale of baggage had been reduced to a minimum, 
calcidated for a ten days’ absence. Oflicers were allowed 
one mule between two; British soldiers, one mule 
between nine; native soldier’s, one mule between ten; 
followers, one mule between sixteen, lleinforcements 
had also arrived at the front, including 1-A, Royal 
llor.se Artillery, No. 2 Company of Sappers and Miners, 
and detachmeirts of the 24th I’unjab Infantry and 4.5th 
Sikhs and of the .51st Light Infantry. 

On the l.st November a messenger arrived at 
Gandamak from Kabul, irom which place he had set 
out at 2 p.m. on the 510th October, bringing with him 
a copy of the instructions issued to Gcaieral Ma<‘- 
pherson, in command of the column about to start from 
Kabul. On receipt of this intelligence, preparations 
for the march of Gough’s brigade were at once made, 
and on the morning of the 3rd November the following 
force, taking seven days’ supplies, marched out of camp 
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to the old cantoninents, thus getting clear of Gandainnk 
and crossing two stony river-beds, which considerably 
delayed the baggage animals: 


Taval 


Infantry 



Htrength. 

Total. 

f Guides Cavalry. 

200 


1 lOtli Bengal Liiicers ..... 

m) 


— ~ ■ 

300 

r 2 guna I-A, Hoyal Horse Artillery 



\ Ha/jira Mountain Biittery .... 

200 

(8 g.iiia) 

" British . 0th Foot . . . . 

425 

4r.'5 

r Guides Infantry 

500 


VT .. I 2Itli Puiijab Infantry 

a ivo . v 2 and (I Companies 

500 



iSappera and 


100 


1,100 

1 , 82.5 


At 8.30 on the 4th November the force marched 
for Jagdalak, the Guides Infantry, which were in the 
advance guard, being ordered to crown the heights on 
either side whenever necessary. The crowning parties 
Avere in turn relieved by the 9th Foot and 24th Pun¬ 
jabis as those regiments came up. After an uneventful 
march of 8 miles the brigade encamped at Surkhab. 

On the 5th November the column marched at 
7.30 a.m. in the same order as on the previous day, 
with the exception that 150 of the 24th Punjabis were 
sent on with the advance guard for the purpose of 
crowning the heights and holding them till the arrival 
of the rear guard, thus saving the labour entailed by 
reliev'ing the crowning parties from different portions 
of the column. I'he two guns of 1-A, Royal Horse 
Artillery, were left at Surkhab, and two companies of 
the 45th Sikhs were sent out fiom Gandamak as an 
escort to them. A halt of about hours was made 
at the Pexwan Kotal, to enable the baggage (which 
was much delayed by a verj' difficult ascent from the 
Surkhab \hilley) to close tip. second halt was made 
on the Jagdalak Kotal, on the hills to the south of 
which some men were seen; but they kept perfectly 
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quiet until the inuiii body hud mov^ed on. As the 
rear of the baggage came up, about fifty men made a 
demonstration against it; but on being pi’omptly met 
by a company of the 24th I’unjab Infantry, they 
retreated ■without corning within rurrge. Eventually, 
■when tire rear guard descended from the kotal, a few 
men followed up and fired three shots, without, however, 
doing any harm. 

Around hill completely commanding the Jagdalak 
end of the pass below the kotal was occupied by a 
company of Guides, who held it iirrtil the arrival of the 
rear guard. Prepai’ations had evidently been made to 
defend the kotal, for low stone walls, appai’ently newly 
built, ■were observed on the hillside to the north of the 
road. These defences, however, could have been easily 
turned. 

'J’he head of the column reached .Jagdalak, which is 
13 miles from Surkhab, at 4.15 p.m., but the rear guard 
ditl ?iot aiTive till dark, the rough nature of the road 
and the frequent ascents and descents having delayed 
the camels vei'y much. The whole of the infantry, 
artillery, and sappers were encamped in a spacious old 
ruined fort about half a mile beyond the village, and 
overlooking the entrance of the famous J^ari Dara. 
■^I'he position thus held was a very strong one against 
any enemy not armed w'ith the best long-range weapons. 
The cavalry were encamped in the valley bet^w'een the 
fort and the \ illage. 

Information having l)een received that the I*uri 
Dara, or narrow defile through wliich the .Jagdalak 
stream flows, was tlie road usually taken by camels, 
it was determined tliat a portion of the force should 
ad%’ance by this route on the 6th November. The 
higher road to the w^est is best suited for the marclTi of 
troops, and accordingly the force was divided into two 
columns, one advancing by each route to Kata Sang. 

Two hundred men of the 24th Punjab Infantry, 
with fifty Guides Cavalry, under the command of 
Captain E. Stedinan, were left to hold the fort of 
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Jagdalak, with orders to patrol with infantry and cavalry 
beyond the Jagdalak Kotal, occupying the kotal for the 
greater part of the day, so as to keep the road open 
for the mails. The 10th Bengal Lancers formed the 
advance guard of the column which took tlie Pari Uara 
route, and the whole of the camels were sent through 
the defile, guarded by the 24th Punjabis. Tlie Guides, 
0th Foot, the Moimtain Battery, and Sappers and 
Miners, with the whole of the mule and pony transport, 
proceeded by tlie upper road. The heads of the two 
columns, which started at 7.30 a.m., arrived almost 
simultaneously at the place where tlie two roads again 
converged, about 6 miles north of .Jagdalak. Three 
miles further on the encamping ground of Kata Sang 
was reached, and here the advance guard met General 
Maepherson, who had also intended to encamp here, 
but, on account of the limited space, he sent back orders 
for his brigade to halt at Seh Baba, 4 miles distant, at 
the foot of the Lataband Pass, whither he returned in 
the evening. 

Brigadier-General C. Gough having thus accom¬ 
plished the purpose of his advance and joined hands 
witii General Maepherson, his brigade started on its 
return march at 7.30 a.m. on the 7th November. 

The troops who liad come by the I*ari Dara returned 
by the upper route, and vice verm, Colonel Jenkins, 
with some of the Guides, lieing sent to reconnoitre the 
track which leads over the Dabeli Pass towards the 
Adrug Badrag Pass, striking the Kabul Ris'er near 
Kats Muhammad Ali. The troops resumed their old 
positions in the fort and valley at Jagdalak on their 
return. It was reported by Captain Stedman that on 
the previous day, when returning from the kotal, whicli 
he had occupied according to orders, his men had been 
fired upon and followed up, hut on tlieir fire being 
returned the enemy retired with the loss of one of 
their party. 

On the 8th November the Guides, one company of 
Sappers, aiul two guns were left to hold Jagdalak under 
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Colonel Jenkins, wlio was directed to iTConnoitre the 
Iro Manzil route, and to return the next day to the 
I’ezwiin Kotal, leaving 200 Guides Infantry, 50 Cavalry, 
two guns, and the company of Sappers to hold the Jag- 
dalak Kotal and repair the road. He was to hold the 
Pezwan Kotal with the remainder of the Guides, four 
guns of the Hazara Battery, and another company of 
Sappers, who were also to repair the road and Surkhab 
Bri(lge. 

'rhe remainder of the force, with the advance guard 
under the command of Lieutenatit-Colonel F. Norman, 
24tli Pinijab Infantry, and the rear guard under Major 
N. 11. Macnaghten, 10th Bengal I^ancers, marched to 
Lukhai, about miles west of the Surkhab Bridge. 
A signalling party was left on the .lagdalak Kotal and 
another on the Pezwan Kotal until late ir» the afternoon, 
and a heliographic message w'us received frem Cfolonel 
.Jenkins mi the Iro Manzil Pass. 

On the 5)th November, leaving the four guns, the 
company of Sappers and Miners, and the 2nd Gurkhas 
(who had relievevl the two companies of the 4.5th Sikhs 
as escort to the guns of 1-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
at the Surkhab), the remainder of the force, including 
the horse artillery, marched for Gandainak at 7.B0 a.m., 
and on arriving there resumixl their original positions 
in camp. 

The health of the troops during the expedition had 
been excellent, and the weather bright and fine, though 
the nights were extremely cold. 

A month now passed almost without incident. The 
winter set in with severity soon after the return of 
Gough’s brigade to Gandainak, and every effort was 
made to lay out tlie winter encamjvment there w'ith as 
little delay as possible; wann clotliing was urgently 
required, and food supplies were only obtained with 
diflicnlty and in small quantities from the surrounding 
country. In the course of the month sites w^erc chosen 
and arrangements made for constructing posts at Pezwan 
Dara, Jagdalak Kotal, .lagdalak Fort, and Sang Toda, 
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ich were to be occupied by .small garrisons. 'i’'he 
telegraph line was completed on the .I9th November 
to Kabul. 

On the 1.5th November Sir Frederick Koberts 
assumed command of the whole Kabul Field Force 
from Kabul to Jamrud. A^nrious movements of troops 
took place amongst the brigades of the 2nd Divi.sion; 
the 45th Sikhs were re-transferred to the 2nd Brigade and 
their head-quarters marched back tf) Jalalabad, together 
with the tAvo companies of the .51.st King’s Own laght 
Infantry which had advanced temporarily to Oandamak ; 
and the 4th (Tiirkhas with the divisicioal staff moved up 
to (^andamak, where Major-General Bright remained 
until the 1st December. 

On the 14th Brigadier-General Hugh Gough, with 
an escort of 100 infantry and 50 cavahy. arrived in the 
camp of the Lst Brigade from Kabul for the purpose 
of making arrangements between the lst (or Kurram) 
Division and the 2nd (or Khyber) Divi.sion for the 
safety of the communications between (iandamak and 
Kabul; he iuid found the road apparently quite sate 
with nomad Ghilzais proceeding up and doAvn it. 

On the 1st December divisional head-quarters Avith 
General Bright returned to .falalabad. Two days later 
two squadrons of the Carabiniers proceeded to Futeha- 
bad to meet the ex-Amir Yakub Khan, who Avas being 
escorted by rapid stages to India. The party reached 
Jalalabad on tlie 4th December, and went on towards 
Barikao on the folloAving day, accompanied by four 
crompmies of the 51st T..ight Infantry, as well as the 
cavalry escort No excitement wan caused in the 
country by the passage of the i\mir, although it Avas 
generally known that his removal to India was 
contemplated. 

At'heu December opened, General Bright was 
preparing for a long-projected expedition into the 
Laghman Valley, but on the evening of the 7th 
l>ecember an order Avas received from General I ^berts 
that the Guides Corps was to mai'ch at once a .xh all 
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speed to Kabul. The r..ughmnn expedition was accord¬ 
ingly abandoned, and every effort was made to carry out 
Cieneral Uoborts’s orders with all possible expedition ; 
but there was the usual difliculty of transport, and there 
was a distance of 23 miles to send reliefs before the 
Guides could advance. The 2nd Gurkhas and 200 ol 
the lOth Bengal Lancers marched from Gandamak on 
the 8th with this object, the former reaching Jagdalak 
that evening. Colonel .Jenkins w'hs thus able to leave 
.Jagdalak on the morning of the 9th, and arrived at 
Kabul on the evening of the 11th. 

Up to within the last few days the attitude of the 
Ghilzais had been friendly, but on the 11th December 
intelligence reached divisional head-quarters at Safed 
Sang from Brigadier-Cieneral C harles Gough, that there 
was much uneasiness amongst the tribes, and that he 
hud been informed that Asmatulla Khan was endeavour¬ 
ing to collect men for an attacik on Jagdalak. Orders 
were therefore sent to reinforce the .Jagdalak garrison, 
and a report wa.s made to b’ield Force head-quarters 
respecting the weakness of the line from Dakka to 
(iundamak. 

Late on the same niglit a telegram was received by 
General Bright stating that there was considerable 
excitement at Ivabul, whei'e large numbers of the 
enemy had collected and been engaged that day. Sir 
Frederick Roberts therefore directed Gandamak to be 
reinforced, so that, if necessary, he could call on 
General C. Gough to advance his brigade on Kabul. 
Onlers were at once issued for the following moves: 

,3 comiwnies ."ilst Foot and a wing 24th Ihmjah Infantry to march 
from .falalahad to Gandamak, detacliiiig one coiniMiuy to 
Htreiigtheu Fort iiattye. 

l-12tli Foot to march from Ljindi Kotal to Jalalaban. 

:mh Puniah Infejntry to march from Laiidi 
Kotal to l^akhtt. 

27th I'niiiah Infantry to march from Dakka 
to Jalal.'ilmd. 

4th Gurkhas (company) t4» march from All 
Koghaii to regimeiita.) head-ciuarlers. j 

An application was sent to I’eshawar for the 22nd 
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njab Infantry to reinforce Lanili Kotal; but no 
telegraphic communication on these subjects could be 
despatched to Army Head-quarters, as the telegrapli 
line was cut betvx'cn Barikao and Basawal for the first 
time for some nights. 

On the 12th December a more satisfactory telegram 
w'as received by (General Bright from Sir Frederick 
Roberts, announcing that he thought it was improbable 
that he would be obliged to call on the Khyber Division 
for assistance, and directing that no application was at 
present to be made for reinforcements from India. In 
the evening of this day another telegram was received 
from Sir Frederick Roberts stating that he proposed 
withdrawing the Seh Baba post to I..ataband, fearing an 
attack on it by Asmatulla Khan, and that, if the wire 
was cut between Gandamak and Kabul, General C. 
Gough was at once to advance and attack Asmatulla. 
On the l<5th General Gough received ordei's from 
General Bright to advance from Safed Sang to .Tagdalak 
on arrival of the relieving troops detailed. Aecortlingly 
General Gough on the 14th movxd forward with the J)th 
Foot, 2 s<|uadrons lOth Bengal Lancers, 4th (-iurkhas, 
and, leaving half this force at Pezwan, he marched on 
with the remainder and two guns Hazara Mountain 
Batteiy to .Tagdalak, where he received telegi'aphic 
orders from General Roberts to advance on Kabul, 
leaving sufficient garrisons at all the posts wliich were 
calculated to resist attack and to abandon the remainder, 
including I^ataband. On the 14th Bright was directed 
to push on Arbuthnot’s brigade towards Kabul, the 
posts of Pezwan and .Jagdalak being still held. Mean¬ 
while news had been received of the severe fighting at 
Kabul; the excitement amongst the Khyber tribes was 
daily increasing and the line of communications was 
constantly threatened by Asmatulla Khan, who, on the 
14th December, was reported to have moved with some 
2,000 men to the village of Sapri, about 4 miles from 
Jagdalak (not on map). It wjis likewise reported that 
the intention had been that there should be an attack 
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^on the 1st Division at Kabul, and, simultaneously >vith 
this movement, one upon the troops liolding the line of 
communications; but that Sir Frederick Roberts, having- 
taken the initiative, had apparently hurried matters on 
sooner than the tribes intended. 

On the same clay Rright telegraphed to Army Ilead- 
quartei-s at Cawnpore that the 1st Brigade of his 
division had been called to Kabul by Sir Frederick 
Jlobei’ts and that orders had also been received by him 
for the 2nd Brigade to follow as soon as possible, and 
that these were the only troops between Landi Kotal 
and Kabul. Almost the whole of the 1st Brigade was 
now, General Bright reported, e?i route to Kabul, and it 
was not known by him whether any garrison had been left 
at Pezwan and the .lagdalak outposts; but if there had, 
they were, he considered, most dangerously situated, as 
no support was available. General Bright was therefore 
of opinion tiiat a strong division of all arms was recpiired 
l)efore the 2nd Brigade could advance 1‘roin .lulalabad, 
as the state of the line of communications was at the 
time weak and precarious. 

Intelligence had already reacheii Army Efead- 
quarters at Cawnpore, on the 12th December, that Sir 
Frederick Roberts anticipated being obliged to call up 
the 1st Brigade of the Khyber Division ; on this the 
Commander-iri-Chief had at once directed the following 
troops to be warned for ser^dee, and to be held in 
readiness to move on receipt of orders: 

4tl) Bengal Cavalry fi-oni Mian Mir to I’e.shawar. 

nth Bengal (Cavalry from Nowshera to Peshawar. 

17th Ik-ngal Cavalry (300 sahro.s). 

1)-A, Royal lloi-se Artilleiy, from Peshawar. 

I-C, Royal Horse Artillery, from Rawalpindi to Peshawar. 

D-4, Royal Artillery, from Rawalpindi to Peshawar. 

1-5th Pusiliei's (G companies) from Hasan Alxlal to Peshawar. 

l-25th Foot (wing). 

Oi\ learning on the 14th December that Lieutenant- 
(4eneral Roberts had <lec*ided to collect his force within 
Sherpur, orders were immediately issued by the Com- 
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mander-iii-Chiff in India for the above troops to move 
to the front. 'I’he (General Officer commanding the 
Kiiwalpindi Division reported tliat the troo{)s from tivat 
division would be ready to march on tiie 10th J.lecemher; 
and D-4, Royal Artillery, wliicli was ready to move, 
marched at once for Peshawar. In accordiuvce with 
pereonal orders given by the ^^^ceroy, on the same 
evening the 8th Hussars were ordered from Muttra to 
Hasan .f^bdal, the 1st Gurkhas from Dharivisala, and the 
effective men of the 2nd and 4tJi Gurkluis from Delira 
and liakloh, respectively, to Peshawar. 

Meanwhile, on the arrival at Gandainak of the 24th 
Punjab Infantry and three companies of the 51st Light 
Infantry, Clough had advanced to .lagdalak, leaving 
reinforcements at Pezwan and Jagdalak Kotal. He 
was followed on the lath December by Colonel W. 
Daunt of the 2-9th F<K)t, with 280 men of that regiment 
and 187 of the 4th Gurkhas, which column was fired on 
by Ghilzais while on the march. All the troops which 
General C. Gough had brought from Gandamak were 
supplied previous to starting with .seven days’ provisions; 
but, on arrival at Jugdahik, it was found that the 
garrison there liad only one more day’s supply in hand, 
and had sent their transport into Gandamak for more. 

Early on tlie morning of the 1.5th the telegi'aph wire 
was cut on both sides of .Jagdalak. 'I'hat evening 
crowds of men with standards were ob-served assembling 
on all the surrounding hills, and numerous beacon fires 
were lit on all the peaks of the Siali Koh. iVt the same 
time news arrived that Asmatulla Khan had come 
from Kats Laghman with a large gathering and purposed 
an attack on .Jagdalak ui conjunction with the Ghilzais 
of IJi.sarak and Auzangiani west of Gandamak under 
Maiznllah Khan and Saiad Khan of Hisarak, with 
w'honi was Abdul Karim, who led the enemy against 
Roberts at C'haharasia. J^ater on, as it was getting 
dark, the enemy came pouring down from the hill-to[»s 
and opened a desultory and long-range fire from eveiy 
direction upon tlie camp, fortunately witiiout iuHicting 
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liny loss. This was continued for some hours, the men 
remainiji^ steady at tlieir posts, and only returning the 
fire when it eoiild be done eHeetively, and in order to 
drive the enemy from positions which caused annoyance. 

If rigadier-General Charles Gough s force at .Tagdalak 
on the 15th and Kith December amounted to 061 
infantry, 7« sappers, 4 7-pr. guns, and 224 sabres. His 
orders were to move without delay to JKahul, ^ but 
considering the very threatening attitude of the tribes, 
and the weakness of the gairisons which he must leave 
behind him, lie did not consider it advi.sable to <‘oniply 
witli directions which involved such risk without 
reference to General Bright in the following message 

on the 15th; . r , u 

“ The more I think of this advance that I have been 

ordered to make, the more risky and injudicious 1 think 
it. Even if I take all available force, rny colunui 
would lie a weak one to face the odds and difficulties 
I should have to encounter. Roberts wth 6,000 men 
is'not able to keep the field, and has withdrawn into 
position at Sherpur, and it seems a gweat risk to expect 
me to force my way in. If any disaster happened, it 
would have a very serious effect; whilst even success 
would leave this line so weak that communication 
w'ould be instantly cut, and there would be no news 
from Kabul. I cannot help thinking it would be niucli 
wiser for me to wait till reinforcements come up from 
the rear, and when you are able to hold these posts 
during an advance. Of course, I know how weak the 
line is all the way down ; but by pushing up regiments 
along the line, troops may be accumulated at the Iront 
pretty quick. I shall not be able to advance for two 
or three days yet; and the responsibility thrust upon 
me is so great I should be much obliged by 
oiiinion as to what course I ought to pursue. 1 he 
wire is cut both sides of us, so that I cannot com¬ 
municate either way.” , , i 

General (TOUgh was instructed in reply by (rcneral 
Bright to await further orders from General Roberts, 
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to whom the Major-General at once %vTote detailing 
the views of (ieneral Gough, and to Avhom Sir Frederick 
Itoberts was requested to send liis orders on tlie subject 
direct. 

Tlie importance of the Khyber line at this nioiuent, 
and the difficulty of deciding between witliholding 
support from the Kabul Division, and exposing tlie 
coninmnications to imminent danger of being broken, 
if (iough’s brigade advanced, is sutlicient reason for 
pausing here to detail the distribution of troops along 
the line on the 10th December. 

From Kabul eastward to l«ataband that post and 
the intermediate one at Butkhak were held by detach¬ 
ments from the 1st Division (Chapter VIIL). 

From Jagdalak eastward to .lamrud the whole line 
of communications was ganisoned by the 2nd Division 
(less the Guides Corps) under Major-General Bright, 
distributed as follows: 



Jagdalak Fort f fid KotaL 


No. 3 C-oni|Niny, Sappers. 
2-9th Foot, 487 ineii. 

2!uI (fiirkhns \ , 

4th Gurkliits / ‘ ' 


men. 


Heiid-t I Barters of 1st Brigade. 

10th Bengal Lancers, 220 nieii. 

No. 4 Mountain Battery, 4 guns. 

No. 2 Company, Suppt'rs. 

Pezwan KotaL 

10th Bengal I^incers, oO men. j No. 5 ( ompany, Sappers. 

No. 4 Mountain Buttery, 2 ppms. | No. G Company, Sappers. 

24tJt Punjab Infantry (wing). 

Saftid Sang and Gandamak. 


10th Bengal Ijancers (drOirbments). 

1- A, Koyal Horse Artiller)\ 

2- Pth Foot (detachment). 


51st Light Infantry (5 conrij>anie,s). 
2n(l Gurkhas 


4tii Gurkhas 


f j* (detachments). 


24th Punjab Iiifantiy (3 companies). 

Fort Battge. 

lOth Bengal Lancers (debichment). | 24th Punjab Infantry (1 company). 

Fatehahad, 

61.St Light Infantry (3 comiianies, I 46tli Sikb.s (wing, tn rotde to 
en route to Gandamak). 1 Gandamak). 


Jalalabad. 


Head-quarters of 2nd Brigade and of 
Khyoer Division. 

6th Dmgnon Guards (3 squadrons). 
C-3, Koyal Artillery, 4 guns. 


1 Com\u%uy, Madras SappiTS. 

1-12th Foot (3 coTnpani«js). 

27th Punjab Infantry (7 com[»auies 
45tb Sikhs (wing). 
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Barikao. 

.'Jrd liengal Cavalry (1 smmaron). 1 27th Punjab Infantry (I conipiny). 

HihJiawoi 


nil) Drjigooii Ciiiard« (1 squiwlroii). 

3r<l Iknpil ('avalry (;^ squadrons 
furnishlUg detachments). 


<V;l, Royal Artillery^ 4 guns. 
Foot (wiuf^). 


Dakka. 


3rd Bengal (Cavalry (detachment). 
11-9, Royal Artillery, 2 guna. 


22nd runiab Infantry (wing, m route 
damak). 


to (iandamak), 


aOtli I'unjab Infantry ((1 companies). 

Lmidi Khana. 

aril Meiignl Cavalry (dcta<thinent). | 3l8t Punjab Infantry (detachment). 

Landi iCotal. 


llead-fiuarters of 3rd Brigade. 

17th Cavalry (1 squadron 

furnishing detachments). 


11-5), Royal Artillery, 4 guns. 

1-12tb Foot (detachnients). 

22nd Punjab Infantry (wing). 

31st Punjab lufinitry. 

Ali Musjid. 

I 30th Punjab Infantry (2 companies). 
I 4tb Madras lulHiitry. 

Jamrud. 

nril Iksiigal Cavalry (detachment). | 16th Madras Infantry (2 companies). 


I7tb Ikuigal Cavalry. 
8th Bengal Infantry. 


In ali 224 ofHcors, 2,657 British and 9,288 Native trooiis : total com- 
batiuits, 12,0(59. 


On the ICth December the Commander-in-Chief 
in India, who had twice before urged unsuccessfully the 
desirability of mobilising a reserve force, again repeated 
his recoinmendation tt» Government that a reserve 
division, composed as follows, should be assembled at 
Peshawar: 

Cavalry Briyrde. 

8th Ilussatrs, Lieutenaiit-('oloiiel J. V\^ C’haplin, v.r. 

6th Bengal Cavalry, Major 11. A. Shakespear.^ ws m 

1 regiment ( entnil India Horse. Ueutenant-C/olonel C. Martin, e. b. 

E-A, Royal Morse Artillery, Major W. H. Murdoch. 


l-6th Fusiliers, 
lat Gurkhas, 
Story. 

32nd Pioneers 

Crookshank. 


Three Brigades of Infantry. 


(V)loiiel Rowland. 
Lieuteimnt-Colonel 

, Lieutenant-Colonel 


2-14tb Foot, Colonel D. S. Warren, 
l-iath Foot, C^iloiiel M. J. Mac¬ 
Gregor. 

1 regiment Hyderabad Contingent. 

3 regiments Madras Infantry. 

The Dcoli Ucjgiment. 
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THE KHYHEJl DIVISION 

'['he formation of this reserve division was sanctioned 
by Government on the 21st December, 1871), and 
Major-General J. lloss, c.it., commanding the Peshawar 
District and the base of operations, was appointed to 
the command of it. 

To return to the movements of the Khyber Division, 
the days between the 16th and 21st December were 
employed at all the stations on the line of communi¬ 
cations in anxious endeavours to hasten forward the 
reinforcements which should relieve Gough at Jagdalak, 
and enable him to comply with Sir Frederick llobcrts’s 
orders for the advance of the 1st Brigade on Kabul. 
'Phc remaining 8 companies of the 51st Liglit Infantry 
iind a wing of the 45th Sikhs at .Jalalabad marched to 
Gandamak on the Kith December and thence towjirds 
.Tiigdalak, closely followed by the remainder of the 
45th Sikhs, a company of the 4th Gurkhas, and the 
hcjid-rjuarters of the 2nd Brigade under General 
Arbiithnot. At the same time detachments of the 
12th Foot and 27th Punjab Infantry moved from 
Barikao to .Jjilalabad, and the remainder of the 12th 
with 11-9, Royal Artillery, were ordered to advance as 
soon as reintbreements should reach I /andi Kotal from 
I’eshawar. 

Meanwhile on the 17th December a reconnais-sance 
from .Jagdalak Fort under Major Macnaghtpi, coiu- 
manding the 10th Bengal Lancers, co-operating with 
Major F. T. Thackeray, v.c., h.f,., from .lagdalak Kotal, 
cleared the road between .Jagdahik and I’ezwan and 
indicted some loss on the enemy, who had taken up a 
position some 2 miles from the kotal. On the 18th the 
road was still further cleared by detachments fi-om both 
places untler Major F. F. Roweroft (4th Gurkhas) and 
Colonel F. Norman; and on the 19tli the latter ollicer 
started from Pezvvan for .Jagdalak with a convoy of 
1,200 animals, escorted by 670 men of the 24th Punjab 
Infantry and 2nd Gurkhas, and 2 guns. No, 4 Mountain 
Biittcry. General Gough sent a force under Major 
C. .). C. Roberts, 9tli Foot, to meet Colonel Nonnan 
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and to assist Iiiin in attacking and dispersing tiie 
Giiilzais who assembled every day and threatened the 
road below dagdalak Kotal. Major Roberts found 
the enemy posted as on the previous day and an 
engjigement took place, the Ghilzais attempting to 
get round his Hank. This w'as met by Major Roberts, 
and immediately afterwards Colonel Norman came up 
and, bringing his guns into action, enfiladed tlie enemy’s 
whole line, forcing them to retire with considerable loss, 
including their leader Saiad Khan and his son among 
the wounded. Major Roberts then covered the passage 
of Colonel Norman’s convoy, which came into camp 
without the loss of a single animal, although the 
Ghilzais from the north side made a daring attempt 
to get at it whilst corning through tlie pass west of 
the kotal, which was defeated by the steadiness of the 
rear guard. 

This reintbreement brought General C. Ciough’s 
effective strength up to: 

(jvvalry . . . . 242 I S8i)pc*r8 . . . .73 

Infantry .... 1,070 1 Mnunttiin guns ... 0 

Colonel Norman also informed General C. Gough 
that he had arranged for another large c-onvoy for the 
next day (the 20th December) with warm clothing and 
supplies, which duly arrived without mishap. 

Previous to the above engagements, Jlrigadier- 
General Charles Gough had been informed by divi¬ 
sional head-quarters through Pezwan that a large 
number of Ghilzais were collecting in his front, and 
that he was on no account to risk his conununications 
with Ciandarnak or a repulse, which would have the 
worst possible effect on the whole line. He was furt her 
instriuded that, under the circumstances, his advance 
on Kabul had become impo.ssible. A little later it was 
notified to him by General Bright that the Ghilzais 
were collecting in large numbers, not only in his front 
but also on his flanks, and threatening Pezwan ; and, 
therefore, that it would be more judicious for him not 
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to jeopardise his couimunicatioiis with (laudamak, and 
that he should consequently retire and coiicentrate at 
that place. Having, however, been reintbreed in the 
manner described. Jind finding that little .serious opposi¬ 
tion "Was offered to the niovonent of troops, CJencral 
Gough reported to the Major-General on the 20th that 
he hoped that the Ghilzais hud now been effectually 
dispersed, and that he proposetl advancing to Lataband, 
whence he could communicate by heliograph W'ith 
Slierpur. He also enquired when he might expect 
reinforcements to reach him. In reply General Bright 
told him tliat the 22nd Punjab Infantiy was the only 
additional regiment which could be sent on until rein¬ 
forcements arrived from India, 'fhe proposed advance 
to T..ataband w-^as, however, sanctioned; hut in conse¬ 
quence of various items of intelligence received at 
Jalalabad, General Bright came to the conclusion that 
Brigadier-General Gongh was not fully alive to the 
.state of the country I’ound him, since all information 
tended to show that the Ghilzais were collecting’ in 
large numbers and were only w'aiting for Gough to 
advance to cut off his retreat. The Major-General 
a(!Cordingly sent telegraphic instructions through 
Pezwan countermanding the advance on Pataband 
until reinforcements should arrive. But on the evening 
of the same day (the 2()th December) a telegram was 
received at divisional head-quarters from (rcneral Gough 
sbiting that he had recei\’cd tfe.sh orders from Sir 
Frederick Uoberts to iulvanee on Kabul without delay, 
and that he proposed doing so on the fbllo\ving day, 
reaching Seh Baba that day, l^ataband post (Sumuch 
Mulla Umar) on the 22nd December, Butkhak on the 
2ard, and Kabul on the 24th of the iironth. 'fhe message 
from the 1 iieutenant-(4eneral had lieen heliographed 
from Kabul to Lataband, and thence sent on by a special 
messenger to .lagdalak. At the same time Colonel 
Hudson, commanding at Lataliand post, informed 
General Gough that he had supplies only up to the 
22nd December and that his men were on half rations. 
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Accordingly, oji the 21st Uecember, Brigadier- 
General Charles Chough commenced his marcli frojn 
dagdalak fort with a column composed as follows: 


Artillery 


infiuitry 


•{ 


Native 

(874) 


Colonel Noniiiin 


Major Tliackeray, 

V.C., R.E. 


Lieuteijaiit-Ck)lonel 
llall-Acton, .51st ^ 
Light liifantr}’. 


Hazara Mountain llattery, 

Guns. Offit ors. 

Captain A. Hroadt'oot, r.a. 
2-9th Foot, Lieutenant Colonel 

4 

... 

^V. Daunt . 


... 

17 

72 n(l llighlaiulcrH . 

2u(l Gm'kbas, Major 

A.’ 

... 

1 

llattye 

. 

... 

G i 

4th Gurkhas . . 

. 

... 

« ; 

J’iappcrK.... 


... 

3 

Details .... 

• 

... 

Z 

Total 

• 

4 

33 1,- 

garrisons were 

left 

in 

the 

<: 

Jiiudalak Fort, 


OfficorH. 

Men. 

lOtli Bengal Uincers 


G 

210 

2ii(l Gurkhas 

. 

... 

14 sh 

24th Punjab Infantry . 

• 

4 

431 

Total . 

• 

10 

055 

Tiig~~ir. 

Jaadalak Kotnl, 


Guns, OfRtxjrsi. Men. 

Hazara Mouiihiin Battery 

2 

... 

... 

loth Benjjal la^ncerH 

... 

... 

12 

24th Punjab Infantry 

... 

... 

50 

Sapperfi and Miners 

... 

... 

193 

Royal Engineers . 

... 

5 

... 

4otal . 

2 

5 

252 



— 


Pexioafi Kotal, 

Guns. Offict'w. Men. 

10th Bengal Lancers 

... 

... 

50 

I-A, R.H.A. . 

2 

... 

... 

51st Light Infantry (3 

com lain ies). 

... 

... 

150 

24tb Punjab Infantry (1 

comi»a!iy) . 

... 

12 

50 

Sappers and Miners 

... 

80 


— 

—— 

—. 

'lotal . 

<> 

12 

330 


408 

45 

305 ) 

377 

73 

25 
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Having halted on the night of the 21.st nt Seh Baba, 
Gough reached Latahand post on the following day, 
after a very harassing inarch owing to the breakdown 
of a large number of Indian camels, of which the 
transport chiefly consisted. Here he was joined by 
the garrison under Colonel J. Hudson, 28th l^unjab 
Infantry. On the 23rd the united force inarched to 
the Logar River, where it was found that the bridge 
near Butkhak liad been barricaded and shelter trenches 
made to defend the passage; but the position was not 
occupied, the enemy having abandoned their posts, and 
(General Gough was enabled to cross without opposition, 
and encamped near Butkhak with his main body the 
same evening. On an-ival. General (lough lieard from 
native rumour that the /Vfghans had made a determined 
attack on Sherpur that morning and had been defeated 
with heavy loss. 'I’his intelligence was confirmed by 
the receipt in the evening of a letter by messenger from 
Sir Frederick Roberts’s camp, which added the informa¬ 
tion that the enemy .still remained in force in the villages 
and forts round Sherpur and in the Bala Hissar. The 
day was dull, and heliographic communication conse¬ 
quently impossible. 

At dawn, on the 24th December, the advance vva.s 
continued. A dense fog made it almost impossible to 
see, and a heavy fall of snow in the night rendered 
the road o\'er the causeway across the marsh nearly 
impassable for transport animals. Dn reaching the Siah 
Sang hills General Charles Gough occupied them with 
infantry, and turning to the right made for the Sherpur 
cantonments, leaving the hills on his left. On the march 
it became known that the Afjghans had almost entirely 
dispersed during the night, and General Gough’s column 
entered Sherpur without opposition. 'I’hus the junction 
between the Khyber and Kurram Divisions was accom¬ 
plished ; but the communication with .lagdalak was 
temporarily suspended o’wing to the abandonment of 
the Lataband post. 

The advance of Gough’s brigade was the signal for 
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the thrcjitened attacks on the posts on the line of 
cominnnications. On the 2<{r(l December, at 2 p.m., a 
vigorous effort was made against Jagdalak Kotal by 
3,000 Ciliilzais, and the fightitig lasted until ten at night, 
tlu; enemy at one time approaching as near as 150 yards 
from the fort on three sides. The garrison, however, 
bcluiA'ed with the greatest steadiness, and the enemy 
was successfully driven off'with some loss. The casual¬ 
ties amongst the defenders were tw'o sepoys killed, and 
Major Thackeray, v.c. (commanding), and one sepoy 
wounded. 

Meanwhile the new's of the attack had reacheti both 
(hindamak and .lagdalak Fort. Fi'om the former place 
Hrigadier-General jVrbuthnot sent orders to Colonel 
Hall-Actoti to proceed from l’e/.wan with 400 men to 
'riiackeray’s relief; while Colonel Nornmn marched at 
daybreak from .Jagdalak and reached the post on the 
kotal without opposition, the enemy having dispersed. 
Here a heliogram was received announcing Colonel 
llaU-Acton’s approach, and Colonel Norman accord¬ 
ingly started to meet him, taking Majoj- 'I'hackeray, 
wlio was sent to Safed Sang for treatment. On his 
return to the kotal, after carrying out this service. 
Colonel Norman was intercepted by Asmatulla Khan 
with about 300 men, who gave some annoyance to the 
(;olumn, but wjis soon compelled to retire with some 
loss. This had the elt'ect of clearing the line for the 
Lime, and a convoy passing from Pezw'an to .Jagdalak 
on the 25th was not molested ; but the skirmish having 
shown that Asmatulla was still out, Colonel Norman 
considered that the garri.son of his outposts should be 
strengthened, that at least 800 infantry were required 
to hold .Jagdalak and the kotal, and that the two guns 
should be .at the latter place. Should the kotal he lo.st, 
he would have to retire, leaving his tents behind. 

On the evening of the 24th one of the posts at 
Dalangai, near Choragali, was attacked and several 
Jnzriilchis, cart drivers, and doolie-bearers killed, and 
other's very, badly wounded. It was not known who 
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had connnittcd this outrage, but they were believed to 
be either Shinwaris or Khugianis. An attempt was 
made to follow up the enemy, but without suceess. 
Another post at a ziarat near the Choragali Pass was 
also attacked, but the marauders were driven off by the 
garrison. 

During these events the forward movement of 
troops all up tlie line from Peshawar had been pro¬ 
ceeding steadily. A wing of the 4.5th Sikhs marched 
from Gandamak to Pezwan, tlie head-quarters of the 
22nd Ihinjab Infantry liad reached Rozabad, the 3'-d 
Rengni Cavalry was at Jalalabad, part of the 8th Jtengal 
Infantry and two guns of J)-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
at Dakka, wliile the remainder of the last-named battery 
and part of the l-25th King’s Own Borderers had 
arrived at Landi Kotal. 

On the 29th December an attack was made on 
Jagdalak camp by a large force of Ghilzais under 
Asinatulla Khan, accompanied by Muhammad Hasan 
Khan, late Governor of Jalalabad, and Faiz Muham¬ 
mad Khan, formerly commandant of Ali Masjid. 
'fhe attack was resisted with energy by the small 
garrison of Jagdalak, and the arrival at 4 p.m. of 
Colonel Ball-Acton with reinforcements consisting of 
4 guns 11-9, Royal Artillery. 3 companies of the 51sL, 
and 0 companies of the 4.5th Rattray’s Sikhs soon 
completed the di.spersion of the enemy. In this albiir 
IJeutenant I. D. Wright, Royal Artillery, was killed 
by a musket-shot as the guns were being laid. The 
enemy were said to have suffered heavily. 

On the same day (29th December) liieutenant- 
Colonel A. R. D. Mackenzie, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, set 
out from .Jalalabad to Barikao, whence on the 30th he 
marched through Shershai against a cluster of villages, 
named Banda, Khadi and Roghani, which were supposed 
to be sheltering some of the Shinwari perpetrators of 
the outrage near Ali Boghan on the 24th. His column 
was composed of 1 troop of the Carabiniers, 3 troops 
3rd Bengal Cavalry, 2 guns C-3, Royal xVrtillery, 
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2 companies l-12th Foot, 70 riHes 27tli Punjab Infantry, 
and 20 Madras Sappers. After a difficult march of 12 
miles, the valley in which the villages lie was reached 
and tlie place completely surrounded. I'he chiefs were 
then summoned, and ten of them having been taken 
as hostages, the column returned to Harikao without 
opposition or further incident. 

During the week every exertion w%a.s made to 
strengthen the po.sts on the line of communications. 
Telegraphic communication with Jagdalak w'as re- 
estal)iished; and, in spite of rumours of proposed 
attacks at various points, it appeared that the gatherings 
of tribesmen had (lisperscd, and the year closed (|uictly.^ 

* For ronijmsitioii, distribution^ and streny^b on the 31.st Oecjcniber, hoo 
Appendices XIV. and XV. 



CHAPTER XI 


THE MOVEMENTS OK THE KANDAHAR FIELD FORCE FROM 
SEPTEMBER, 1879, TO MAK( H, 1880 ; AND THE MARCH OF 
THE GHAZNI FORCE UNDER SIR DONALD STEWART FROM 
KANllAHAR TO NORTH AFGHANISTAN. 

The news of the outbreak at Kabul and of the uiassacre 
there of the Hritish Resident and his escort reached the 
field Force in Southern Atghani.stan when the troops 
were in process of withdraw al from Kandahar to Peshin 
in a(!cordance with the Treaty of Gandmnak (Chapter V.). 
■■J'he head-quarters w^ere still at Kandahar, but the 
remainder of the troops w'cre distributed at various 
places along the line, lus follows: 

At Kandahar. 

19th BeiiKiil I,ancera. I 2-60th Rifles. 

11-11, Royal Artillery. | 15th Sikhs. 

At Abdul Rahnuin. 

0-11, Royal Artillery. ( 59th Foot (wing). 

Ord Gurkhas (wing). 

At hUmdx iJutmr. 

25tli Punjab Infantry. 

At Ohatnan. 

2nd Punjab C’avalry. | G-4, Royal Artillery. 

29th Bombay Infantry. 

At Arambi Karez. 

A H, Royal Horse Artillery. | D-2, Royal Artillery. 

59th Foot. 

CVi the Kakar Lora. 

1st Punjab (>avalry. 

At Khmhdil Khan Kala. 

3rd Sind Horse. | 2nd Sikhs. 

On the 5th September telegraphic orders were 
despatched by the Quartermaster-General in India to 
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Sir Doiuild Stewart, coirimaiidiiig the Field Force, for 
all troo])s north of Peshin to move hack to Kandahar. 
]->very effort was at once made to prepare the force for 
renewed service ; the transport was carefully overhauled ; 
the troops themselves were medically inspected, and 
tliose unlit for field service were sent back to Quetta, 
where a base hospital was estaldished ; commissariat 
yards were re-opened, and orders issued for the purchase 
of wood, grain, and bhusa ; telegrapli stores wdiich had 
started for I’eshin \vere sent back to Kandahar; and 
arrangements were made to keep all bell-tent equipage 
in readiness for a sudden move on Kabul. 

The 15th Sikhs, who had on the pevious day 
vacated the citadel of Kandahar, re-oc!Cui>ied it on the 
.5th with the consent and at the persotial request of the 
(iovernor; the OOth Rides moved from camp on the 7th 
September and re-occupied the barracks, Mdiich they 
had vacated preparatory to commencing their march 
to Pesliin; on the 8th the head-quarters of the 
Und Infantry Brigade returned to the capital, and 
w ithin ten days the whole of the Field Force was 
re-assembled. 

Sir Donald Stewart now (13th September) proposed 
tliat l)-2, Royal Artillery, should return to India, while 
a wing of the SDth Foot, the 1st Punjab Cavalry, and a 
company of the 2nd Sikhs were to be located at (iulistan 
Ivarez, and orders were given for hutting to lie puslietl 

forward at that place. . 

On the 16th September the Conunander-in-Chiet 
informed the Government of India that he considered 
it desirable that a demonstration should be inade in 
some strength from Kandahar towards Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
and that he had therefore instructed Sir Donald 
Stewart, in ;uitieipation of the sanction of Ciovernment, 
to direct a movement of the .sort to be carried out in 
such .strength as he might consider desirable; that he 
had impressed on Sir Donald at the same time, that the 
presence of some heavy guns, which were ready to 
move, would add to the effect of the operations, and 





would induce the belief that these troops were to 
advance on Kabul. 


This reconnaissance was not to proceed further than 
Naorak, the second march beyond Kalat-i-Ghilzui. The 
2nd Infantry Brigade, under Brigadier-trencral II. .1. 
Hughes, with five field guns and two heavy guns, was 
detailed for the movement, and the Ciiovcrnor of Ivalat- 
i-Iihilzai was requested to arrange for supplies and 
postal communications as far as I’ul-i-Sang. 

On the 23rd Septeniber the brigade marched from 
Kandahar, 1,418 .strong, witli 1,28(> follower’s, composed 
of the following corps : 

Cavalry. 

2rul (divalry, (diloiK'l '1'. Kennedy. 

Artillery, 

(f-4. Royal Artillery^ Major Sir W. I’ampbell, Hart. 

G-11, Royal Artillery, Major d. .\. Tilliird. 

11-11, Royal Artillery, Major N. IT. Ilarri.s. 

Hritifth Ir\faniry. 

59tli Foot, Lieutenunt-C’oloufl tf. Lawson. 

Native Infantry, 

Grd Gurkhas, Colonel A. Paterson, 

29th Hoiuhay Infantry, Ueutennnt-Coloiiel O. V. Tanner. 

Brigadier-General JI. J. fldghes reached Khel-i- 
Akhund on the 26th and Kalat-i-Ghilzai on the 3()th 
September without experiencing any opposition. .i\t 
the latter place it soon became evident that tlie power 
of the governor to make arrangements for supplies Avas 
small, as tlie headmen of the llotak and 'fokhi clans of 
the Ghilzais declined to bring in anything unless they 
dealt directly with the British Commissariat officer. 

A further advance of the brigade to Ghazjii was 
discussed, but the idea was abandoned in conse(pieiicc 
of the lack of transport and supplies. The limit of the 
reconnaissance was, however, extended to Ah-i-Tazi, 
one march beyond Naorak. Accordingly an advance 
force, con.sisting of two guns each from G-4 and II-H 
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Butteries, and detachments of the 2nd runjab Cavalry, 
59th Foot, 3rd Gurkhas, and 29th Bond)ay Infantry, 
inarched from Kalut-i-Ghilzai under Brigadier-General 
Hughes, and arrived at Naorak on the 9th October and 
at 'fazi on the following day. Here a halt of several 
days was made, which was occupied with reconnaissance 
work. 'I'he supplies of the neiglibourhood were already 
beginning to run short, when rumours became rife of 
the assembling at Aghao .Ian and Martaza Kala. under 
the leadershi]) of Sahib .Ian, the son ol a Taraki Ghilzai 
malik of intluenee, of a body of men to attack the 
troops at Tazi. On this the Brigadier determined to 
move forward to Shahjui, where he was informed that 
the Ghilzais were gathering, being induced to ado])t^ this 
course by the increasing scarcity of supplies round I'azi 
and by the consideration that an advance would be 
more ad\risable tlian a retirement. 

Accordingly, at 1.30 a.m. on the 24!th October, 
C’olonel Kennedy, commanding the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 
accompanied by Ahmad .Ian, an influential 'fokhi 
Ghilzai chief, marched from camp with 150 sabres of 
his own regiment, 2 guns of 11-11 Mountain Battery, 
80 rifles of the 59th Foot, and 100 rifles of the 29th 
Bombay Infantry. The Brigadier intended to follow 
in support with the remainder of his force, namely. 
It scuiadrons 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 2 guns G-4, Royal 
Artillery, 1 gun 11-ll! Royal Artillery, one company 
59th Foot, and 4 companies 8rd Gurkhas. 

Shortly before daylight, and .at about the tenth mile 
from camp, Ahmad Jan pointed out a fire some distance 
in advance, sajing that it was the watch fire of the 
enemy’s piequet on the road. The counti^ on either 
side was too rough for troops to move over in the dark; 
and knowing from a previous reconnaissance that the 
village was still 2 miles distant. Colonel Kennedy 
directed Captain .1. H. Broome, 2?id Punjab Cavalry, 
to advance w'ith his squadron, 65 sabres strong, and a 
few rifles of the 2nd Baluchis (29th Bombay Infantry) 
and, under cover of a volley from the latter, to drive in 
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AGAINST GHILXAIS 

the picquet He was, then to push on with ^his own 
men to Shahjui, and observe the nio\'ements of s\ich of 
the enemy as might be present at tliat phieti. 

Captain Hroouie surprised the pieqnet, killing five 
men aiid capturing three ponies. A few men, however, 
escaped to Shahjui and gas'C tlie alarm. 

Captain Broome then advanced rapidly along the 
road, and seized an isolated mound in the plain before 
the village. By tliis time it was beginning to get light, 
and tlie enemy, in number about 200 horse and 700 
foot, came streaming out towards the mound. But 
Colonel Kennedy and the remainder of the troops were 
near at hand ; on seeing them the Ghilzais halted 
irresolutely about iialf a mile off, and tlie guns and 59th 
having opened fire, the enemy declined battle and 
mo^'ed oif tow'ards the left. I’he troops follo^ved and 
a runtiing fight began, which was {’ontiimed for about 
0 miles over a difficult country. 'I'he guns opened fire 
occasionally on groups driven togetlier by the cavah-y, 
and the latter now and tlien dismounted and used their 
carbines; but the infaritry could not get within range, 
and the enemy’s horse declined altogether to be tempted 
into a combat. 

At last the enemy reached a high hillock surrounded 
by broken ground. The summit had been the site of 
an old fort, and the ruins of an outwork still existed at 
the foot of the rising. Here the Ghilzai.s halted, those 
on foot planting two standards on the top of the hillock, 
while the horsemen retired behind it. Thereupon 
Colonel Kennedy ordered the 59th, under Captain E. H. 
Sartorius, to seize the outwork and to work round the 
foot of the hill until the horsemen were under his 
fire. At the same time t!)e guns prepared to open fire, 
supported by the 3nd Baluchis. 

Captain Sartorius wils soon in possession of the 
ruins at the foot of the hillock, and, moving round it, 
got ^vithin siglit of tl\e enemy’s horse at the very 
moment that two shells, intended for the top oi the 
hilloc^k, dropped among them. Shilling their gi’ound. 
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A DESPEHAl’E 

tlie Ghil/.rti iiorsemeii came in view of the squadron 
under Captain Broome, who, liaving a troop dismounted, 
gave tliein a volley, and again mounting, retired slowly. 
Sojne'what unexpectedly the (Thikais at once dashed 
after him, led by Sahib Jan in person. Major F. Ijance 
with atiother stpiadron of the !ind I’unjab Ca\'ah’y was, 
however’, in readiness, and cliarged the enemy in flank. 
At the same time Captain Broome wheeled about arid 
met the enemy in front. A spirited hand-to-hand 
combat ensued, in which the Ghilzais were overthrown 
and driven off the field, losing their standard, and 
leaving their leader and fifteen men dead on the 
ground. Sher Jan, brother to Sahib Jan, was among 
the wounded. 

The main body of the enemy now- dispersed in all 
directions over* a counti'y so much enclosed that pursuit 
wa.s impracticable, A few men, however, still clung 
to the hillock, and Captain Sartorius was ordered to 
talie it. TTie summit could only be gained by one 
naiTOw zig-zag path, up wliicli Captain Sartonus sknvly 
climbed, followed by fifteen of his men. The remainder 
kept down the fire of the defenders. Only seven of 
the enemy remained on the hillock, and the.se sprang 
up ami threw themselves on the first of the assailants 
that gained the top. They were all killed after a 
desperate struggle, in which a private of the 59th ^vas 
cut down, and Captain Sartorius wounded on both 
hands. 'This oflieer afterwards received the Victoria 
Cross for his gallant conduct on the occasion. 

Fifty-six dead bodies of the enemy w'ere counted 
in all, .so tiuit their total los.s was certainly considerable. 
Among the tvoop.s one man of the 59th Foot was killed 
and one officer wounded. The 2nd Tunjab Cavalry 
also had one man killed and no leas than twenty-seven 
wounded, all in the combat witli the enemy’s horse. 
In tills mf'lee Captain Broome, after cutting dowm tw'o 
of the enemy, had hi.s horse killed imdef him, and 
received a sword cut on the head. T\vo native officers 
were also wounded. TTie two scpiadrons hud four horses 
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killed and twelve horses wounded, all by the sword 
or lance. 

(,'olonel Kennedy’s detachment _ rejoined the 
i-eniainder of the brigade at Shahjiii the same day, 
and the force encamped there; the neighliouring 
villagers brought in supplies freely; water was plentiful 
and tlie grazing for camels found to be abundant. 

The political and military advantages of thi.s affair 
were decidedly good; the threatened attack of tiie 
enemy, whose numbers had been daily increasing, was 
forestalled, smd the additional prestige of taking the 
initiative was also .secured. 

On the 26th October the return march was begun, 
and the brigade arrivedatKandahar ontlie 8th November 
after leaving at Kalat-i-Ghilzai a garrison composed of 
1 squadron of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 2 guns each 
of G-4 and U-ll, Royal Artillery, 2 companies 59th 
Foot, and tlie ‘29th Bombay Infantry (2nd Baluchis). 
By the beginning of December all. these troops were 
hutted, and supplies were being freely brought into 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai. 

During the past weeks the work of laying down a 
line of rail towards Sibi had been pushed forward. 
Jacobabad was reached at the beginning of November, 
and the line was to be completed to Mittri by the end 
of Januaiw, 1880, It was not yet decided whether it 
should be continued thi’ough the Bolan Pass and 
Quetta, or by the Harnai I’ass to Ifoshin. 

'rewards the latter part of November Sir Richard 
I'emple, (fovernor of Bombay, paid a visit to Kandaliar, 
ti-dvelling by the Gwajha Pass and Dara ravine, whicli 
route lie recommended for the extension of the railway 
to Kandahar. 

'riie rnontli of December w^as occupied in corre¬ 
spondence between Lieutenant-General Stewart and 
the Commander-in-Chief on the one hand, and the 
Government of Indiii on the other, regarding the 
further movements from Kandahar and the relict ot 
the Bengal troops in the South Afghanistan Field 
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Force. The Conimandler-in-Ciuef was espeeialJy in¬ 
sistent on the importance of IJngadier-GeneraJ Phayre’s 
brigade being moved forward immediately to Quetta 
and Peshin in order to set free the 19th Punjab 
Tnfantry, 2nd Sikhs, and 3rd Sind Horse, who would 
tlien advance to Kandahar, This he considered 
necessary in view oi' the rising of the tribesmen around 
Kabul, an example whicli might at any moment be 
followed by Western Afghanistan. Accordingly, on the 
23rd December the ’V’^iceroy sanctioned the advance of 
the reserve biigade {General li’liayre’s) to Quetta and 
Peshin, the brigade held in readiness under IJrigadier- 
General llurrows being moved up to take their place,s 
in the lower Bolan. 

Correspondence at the same time continued on the 
subject of an advance of all the Bengal troops, under 
Lieutenant-General Stewart, from Kandahar in the 
spring through Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and Ghazni to Kabul; 
and on the 10th January the J.-ieutenant-(ieneral was 
asked to state fully for the Commander-in-Chiefs 
infoniiation his views and proposals with regard to 
his projected advaiKie; in reply he sent a detailed 
despatch on the 18th as follows: 

“ Estimating that the troops to relieve tlie Bengal 
Division might commence movement from Dadar by 
the l()tli Fel)ruary, and tliat they must be dependent 
for movement as tar as Chama]i upon the cart-train 
established, and ^vorl^ing upoJT the stage system as far 
as Quetta, it is necessary to calculate upon twelve 
stage.s from the base to Quetta itself, from which point 
to Chaman is seven marches. No more than one 
hundred carts, each carrying six inaunds, coiild be made 
available every second day for an organised movement 
of troops,—tliat is, a half battalion of native infantry 
or t^vc) companies of European infantry could be des¬ 
patched every second day; and granting tlie most 
favouialile conditions of weather, it is clear that the 
troop.s to relieve the Bengal Division could not be 
as,sembled at Kandahar before the end of Marcli, 
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Meanwliile, the Transport Department would liave 
purchased a sufHcioncy of camels to equip the division 
to move forward, as well as the nuinber necessary to 
e(juip a portion of the troops arriving in relief, as a 
movable column. 

“ 'I'he troops belonging to the Rengal Army, which 
T would propose to take forward at the end of March, 
may be taken at tlie following strength : 
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'■ The transport allowed for their etjuipment would 
be given in strict accordance witli the scale iuitborised 
in Quartermaster-General’s circular of September, 
187U, surplus baggage of officers and the extra kit 
of troops and followers being returned to India by the 
Holan route. Sick soldiers and followers will be 
despatched to India by the same route, preparatory to 
movement. 

'Die above force, coniprising two brigades infantry, 
one brigade cavalry, one battery Roy.'il llorse Artillery, 
one light field battery, and one mountain battery% un’th 
ordnance reserves for two months, would curry a suffi¬ 
ciency of European .supplies for tiifo mouths and nafive 
supplies for seven days, exclusive of w'ood, and grain 
for hor.se.s and cattle; two days’ supply of gi-ain foj- 
horse.s would, however, be taken. At the season when 
it will have been found possible to effect the relief 
in eoiiteuiplation, a sufficiency of forage will be pro¬ 
curable throughout the entire route, and due notice 
being gii^en, it is considered possible to arrange for the 
laying in of supplies of gi'ain, atta, and ghi at the 
various stages a.s far as the neighbourhood of Mukur, 
fi’om wliich point to Ghazni the arrangements to 
be made for obtaining supplies must depend upon the 
attitude of the inhabitants; but a cultivated district is 
passed through and the recpiirements of the force could 
be met. 

The present condition of the fortifications at 
Ghazni is such that it is not necessary to take tiie 
40-pounder guns with the force moving forward; 
indeed, tlie presence of the heavy batteiy during a 
movement in the direction of Gliaziii and Kabul could 
only be an encumbrance, and I w'ould, therefore, 
strongly recommend that this battery return to India; 
it should leave Kandahar early in February, '('he 
services of the 10th Punjab Infantry may also be 
dispeirsed with, and I would propose tliat this regiment 
escort the lieavy battery from Quetta, 

“ In considering, as above, the JUTangements to be 
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RELfEVING CORPS 

iToade foi' the inoveiiient of the Bengal troops under my 
command, in accordance with your telegram of tlie 
lOtli instant from Calcutta, I luive estimated that the 
troops to reach Kandahar in relief could not do so 
before the end of March. Should it, however, he 
po.ssihle to expedite the despatch the troops under 
orders of movement from Bombay, I would in’ge the 
advisability of so doing', it being in my opinion in every 
respect de.sirable tiiat the movement of the division 
to march from lienee should commence, if possible, 
as early as the 21st March next.” 

In the course of the next few days instructions 
relative to tlie execution of this relief of the Bengid 
Division were issued to the Government of Bombay, 
and by General Stewart to Brigadier-General I’hayre at 
Dadar. Arrangements had already been made by the 
Bombay Government for the relief of I*hayre’s brigade, 
and on the 13th .January the Lieutenant-CJeneral was 
inibnued that the 5th, 10th, and 28tli Bombay Infantry 
woidd reach Jacohabad for that purpose on the 35th of 
the same month. 

Towards the end of January definite instructions 
were sent to General Stewart to hold all the troops 
under lus eoinmand, which were originally di'awnfrom 
the Bengal Presidency, in readiness to move in relief as 
a division, with the object of their returning to India 
either through the Bolan or vid Ghazni; and he was in¬ 
formed that the following relieving corps w'ould be at, 
or beyond, Jacohabad by the 17th February; 

Kiid Sind Horst* (Miyor M. M. Ciirpendaje). 

Poona Horse (Colonel C. d’Ll. Ija 'roiiclie), 

E-B, E.H.A. {Major G. F. Black wood). 

C2, 11.A. (Major P. H. Grcig). 

Royti] Fu.siliers (Lieutenant-Colonel A. G. Daulieiiy). 

66th Foot (Lieiitenaut-Coloiifil J. Galhraitli). 

4th Hombfiy Infantry (Colonel W. Iliinnerman). 

10th Bombay Infantry (Colonel H. H. ,lames). 

A reserve division wa,s also wained and equipped by 
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I'E ANSrORT ESTTMATE 


the lloinbay Government, in ficcordance ‘vvitli instruc¬ 
tions on same date, consisting of': 


Jmohabad 

Sukkitr * 
llydmabad 

KfvnwM . 
Bombay , 


j' 1st Sind lloivsc. 

J 1st IJ^ht Cavalry, 

[ Srd Light Cavalry. 

3rd Bombay Infautry* 
f F S, RA. 

t ^4th Bombay Infantiy. 

1) IL, UJI.A. 

2-11 til Foot (wing)* 

2-15th Foot* 

Boinliay Infantiy, 

23i'd Bcnubay Infantry. 

2-11th Foot (head-Cjimrtcrs and wing). 


About tlie same time General Stewart’s detailed 
estimate of transport necessary for the march of his 
di\dsion (ineluding the heavy battery and the 10th 
Punjab liifantty, wliich the Goveninieiit of India con¬ 
sidered should accompany his coliaiiR)> furnisluxl 
as follows to the Quartermaster-General: 


Allliimy EqidpnmiL 

OrdimuGC Department 

Ell gill eei'ii' Field Park * • 

Genera! Hospibil . * - , 

Supplies aud Commtsjiariat 

Reserve. 

Tola} * 


3,000 eamels* 
700 „ 

50 
150 
2,fi00 

6,800 


5? 


tn addition to the above, 500 mules were required 
for e{nii])nient, and iroiii 500 to 1,000 mules as j’eserve. 

The nionth of Februaiy opened with a few days 
ot' veiy severe weather; the liolan pass was blocked 
with snow, and all movements were brought to a stand¬ 
still. IJy the 7th, however, the road was reopened for 
traflic, and the forward movement of troops continued 
steadily all along the line throughovit the month. 

On tlie loth February Lieutenant-General Stewart, 
in reply to enquiries as to the date on which he could 
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begin his inareh, intimated tliat he ht)ped to move 
by tl)e IStli IMareh, by -which date a brigade of tije 
Bombay Division would have reached Kandahar. He 
pi'oposed to send a brigade by Maruf to JOiIat-i-Glnlzai 
about the 1st March to transfer supplies from the 
Argliustan Valley to that of the 'farnak ; the remainder 
of the division was to move by brigades from Kantlaliar 
to Kalat-i-Gliilzai, and tlie force would be assembled at 
Gliiinni between the 10th and the 15th April. 

'■.rhe Lieutenant-General also coniniunicated to the 
Bombay Government about this date his views as to 
the most suitable transport for the force moving 
towards Kandahar to relieve liiin. He considered thut 
all transport in advance of the Khojak should be .sueli 
as could be utili.sed in a forward movement beyond 
Kandahar, and for this purpose camels and mules only 
should be employed, if a sufficiency of such transport 
were kept up, it could work back to where the regular 
cart-train ended, Ivala Abdulla was the most con¬ 
venient changing station, and must remain so until the 
road over the Khojak was made fit for wheeled trans¬ 
port. The number of carts constituting a daily train 
whieli could be kept up was limited by tlie restricted 
amount of forage which could be collected in tlie Bolan 
during the winter months. Ponie.s, as procured from 
India, were, lie cotvsidered, woi’thle.ss for transport pur¬ 
poses. Jbick-bullocks and donkeys, as well as iiired 
camels, could advantageously be employed liy the 
Gommissariat Department as reserve transport, and 
every endeavour should be made to supplement Govern¬ 
ment transport by hired carriage. For the fonner 
attendants could with difficulty be procured at the scale 
of wages fixed, and any increase of pay was to be depre- 
(.aited as affecting the position of the native soldier. 

During thi,s month some tiorrespondence passed 
between Sir Donald Stewart and head-cpiarters regard¬ 
ing the lines of communication and the projected 
Harnai-Kandaliar railway. The line had been com- 
pletetl to Sibi, the Haraai route had been selected for 
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its further extension, and a cart road had also been 
completed as far as llarnai. Writing on the 5th March, 
the Ideutcnant'Oenerai strongly advocated the extension 
of tJiis line from Gwal along the Surkhab drainage, l)y 
Nya Bazar to Kala Abdulla, but on furtlier investigation 
it was found tliat the advantages of this route were 
floubtl'ul, and a decision of the question was accordingly 

deferred. . , , ti 

Meanwhile the progress made with the Harnai road 

and railway pointed to an abandonment of the Bolan 
route at no distant date, and tliis_ prospect materially 
altered tlie conditions under which it had been pi'opo.sed^ 
to erect shelter for the officers and establishments of 
the I'ransport Department at Sibi, and at the stages 
on the Bolan line. Sir Donald Stewart now considered 
that it would be sufficient to erect temporary roof- 
slielter under which transport officials could pitch their 
tents in tiie hot weather. ^ ^ 

The question of transport for Sir Donald Stcwai't s 
division was one winch continued to occupy the 
attention of the Ijieutenaiit-General, llie estimated 
refpiircmeiits were increased by the necessity of carrying 
warm clothing for the troops while 140 caniels were 
needed for the ti'ansjiort of treasure, of which it was 
estimated that 1,371,000 rupees would be required. 
It was, however, found extremely difficult to purchase 
camels in the Kandaliar district during March, a fact 
which appeared to arise from tlie severe weather of the 
preceding month, the high rate of hire given by the 
Conuuissnriat Depai-tnient, the long drougiit, which 
had necessitated the removal of camels by their owners 
bo inaccessible districts where w'ater was procurable, 
and the vise in ttie market value of these animals. 'Die 
l>irector of Transport wus accordingly rec]uested, in 
view of tlie forward movement in contemplation, to 
nse every endeavour to spare the camels belonging to 
the regimental ecpiipinent of corps which were under 
orders to move, and Sir D. Stewart wished that no 
more Govermnent carriage should be despatched from 
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POINTS ON THE ROUTE 

Jiiindatiar, all necessary commissariat stores being 
brought forward on hired cattle, 

On the 15tli 51 arch the Assistant Quartermaster- 
General, Kandaiiar, Field Force, coininunicated to tlie 
Director of Transport, in the following memorandum, 
the l^ieutenant-General’s views as to the systematising 
of this use of hired transport: 

“There are three points along the line to wdiich 
liired carriage may be drawn; (i) A.t the base, Sibi, the 
ow'iiers of Brnliui camels will contract at fixed rates 
for the conveyance of loads to Quetta throughout the 
greater portion of the year, and althougii, as tireir 
experience extends, they may become willing to make 
journeys to Kandahar itself, it seems advisable to limit 
their operations to t!ie portion of tire line between the 
base and Quetta to which they are accustomed, and 
where they are more or less known; as the regular 
cart-train will w'ork between Quetta and Kala Abdulla 
throughout the year, the entertainment of Jiired cai'viage 
at Quetta will only be necessary under exceptional 
circumstances, as at the present time, when a large 
numbei- of troops and stores are being brought forward 
at once, (ii) Kala Abdulla, tlie stage at wdiich the 
cart-train .stops, becomes, therefore, the second point 
to which hired carriage shoidd be drawn. At Kala 
Abdulla, Pesliin carriage proper may be entertained 
for trips to Kandahar, and some carnage belonging to 
residents on this side of the Khtyak can be procured, 
wliile, in a short time, tlie owners of camels in Sliorawak 
may be expected to bring tliem forward for hire. A 
large portion of tlie carriage available at Kala Abdulla 
consists of donkey.s. (iii) Kandahar is the third poijit 
at which hired carriage can lie engaged, either for 
working forward towards Kalat-i-Gfiilzai, or hack’wards 
towards Kala Abdulla, or for stocking the posts along 
the line of communication. 

“ The employment of hired carriage relieves troops 
from the arduous duty of furnishing escorts witli 
convoy.s, and admits of the necessary rest being given 





to cjiniels belonging to the military equipment of 
troops, and to brigade and departmental reserve. Tlie 
price whicli is already paid for hired carriage in conse¬ 
quence of the exceptional demands made on Government 
transport during the past year is, however, excessively 
high ; and it must be remembered that in advocating 
the equipment of a laige number of troops at Kandahar 
with field carriage, the intention has been to employ 
this transport in brhiging forward supplies from the 
terminus of the cart-train, whenever the General Ofiicer 
Commanding the trt)ops may consider it possible to do 
so, wliiie in arranging transport for treasure and wnuiike 
stores, wliicli are placed under military escorts, it is 
always necessary to use Government camels. 

“The pilfering which is liable to occur during the 
transfer of stores by hired transport can only be properly 
clieckcd by the weighing of loads previous to despatch 
and upon receipt, a regular invoice being sent with 
eacti consignment. 1 am, however, to suggest that it 
is necessary to discontinue the despatch of stores at 
irregular intei’vals, whenever owners of carriage declare 
then- willingness to start, and to arrange the enter- 
taiiinieut of hired transport in accordance writh a fixed 
time-table worked forward from the base. I'he control 
of carriage in this manner can be best arrived at l)y tlie 
employment of <;a 7 'av(m-ba.s/tis and a regular weekly or 
bi-weekly despatch. 

“The owners of caniage are well known, and it 
can be arranged to let them understand through the 
caravan-bnski liow many camels or donlceys will be 
required on each occasion, if regular notice of all 
desjaitehes from the base is passed along the line. A 
c<:mivcm,-bm-/ti should accompany each batch of hired 
animals, and should be responsible for tlie stores 
entrusted to him, taking them over foimally at the 
stage of departure and obtaining a receipt on delivery. 

“ 'Hie management of hired carriage and the control 
of its cost are matters -which very materially affect 
arrangements connected with tlie supply mud movement 



of troops, tuid infiuenee tlie nuirket of tlie country ; the 
Lieutenant-General is therefore anxious that these points 
receive close attention.” 


On the 9th March (;ienej-al 'Plmyre, c.n., and staff', 
with head-quarters 1st Koinbny Infantry, escoiting 
.l-ll, iloyal Artillery, and ordnance stores, arrived at 
Kandahar ; General Phayre was forthwith directed to 
assume coniniancl of the Kandahar garrison. 

In the afternoon of Monday, 15th Marcli, lueii- 
tenant-General Sir Donald Stewart received the 
pi'incipal inulias and headmen of the city and sur¬ 
rounding vi]lage.s in daibar. lie addressed them at 
Jengtli, recapitulating the causes which had led to the 
occupation of Kandahar by the British, and pointing 
out the desire of the British Government to leave 
Afghanistan to be governed by Afghans, as proved by 
the e.stablishment of Sardar Shcr All Klian ivs Wall or 
Viceroy of Kandahar. He then proceeded to condemn 
the senseless and di.sgi'aceful outrag’es by fanatics on 
British officers and soldiers, attributing much of the 
blame for such deeds to the evil counsels of some of 
the mullas, and he concluded by warning Jiis hearers 
that a continuance of such outrages would certainly be 
punislied by measures which sliould be felt by the wliole 
community, and which would ensure the severe punish¬ 
ment of ail in any way connected with the wretched 
individuals wiio were thus made the tools of designing 
men not less guilty tiian themselves. 

'rhe General then dismissed the assemblage, inform¬ 
ing them of his own approaching departure, and stating 
that the policy inaugurated by him iindei’ tlie orders of 
Government would certainly be continued by his suc¬ 
cessor as long as the people behaved witli loyalty to the 
Sardar and tlie Government. 

On the 13th March an attempt had been made by 
the inhabitants of some 'I'oklii Ghilzai villages to cut 
off’ a convoy of mules witli hhnsa between 'rakir in 
Mizan and Kalat-i-Gliilzai. On tlie 17tli a force of 
tlie folleaving .strength, under laeutenant-Coioncl J. 
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34(i ARRIVAL OF BOMB A V TROOPS 

Calloway, 2 yth Bombay Infantry ( 2 nd lialuchis), was 
despat(!heci from Kalat-i-Ghib/ai to seize the iiialiks 
concerned in this outrage: 

2nd Punjab Cavalry, 1 officer and 60 sowars. 

11-11, Koval AiiilWy (2 gnus). 

29th Bombay Infantiy, 2 officers, 213 sepoys. 

The CEivahy detachment of Colonel Galloway s force, 
under Captsiin J. R. Campbell, accompanied by Major 
Briscoe, Political Officer, went on in advance, but ilic 
not succeed in capturing the head imilik, JMulunnmacl 
Ata, who, witli a few followers, escaped to the Inlly 
ground, where pursuit was impossible. A, few shots 
were excbiinged, and one of the cavalry hor,se.s was 
killed and another wounded. One or two of the malik s 
followers were reported to have been hit. 

The force bivouacked on the 17tb and l§th in 
Muhammad Ata’s village, and reached Kalat-i-Gliilzai 
in two marches on the 20tli, having secured ISluhaniniad 

Atas brother and property. , , ,, , ^ . n 4.1 

IM can while, with the arrivtil of detiiehnients ^ot the 
Bornliay Division at Kandahar, the departure of General 
Stewart’s force drew near. In \iew of this event the 
following letter was, on the I7tli March,^ despatclied 
from the Adjutant-General in India to the Conuriander- 
in-Chief of the Bombay Army: , 

“ The move of the Bombay Division to KandaJiar, 
and the projected advance from that place of the 
Bengiil Division under Sir 1). Stewart, render it nece.s^ 
sary that some definite instructions should be issued 
in regard to the command and supply of the Bombay 
troops allor Sir D. Stewart leaves. 1 liave, therefore, 
the honour, by desire of His Excellency tlie Coin- 
miinder-in-Chief, to inform you that all questions of 
discipline, and all matters of supply, clothing and 
equipment, aminunition, medical services, etc., shouUi, 
when the Bengal Division ad^'ances, he dealt with 
under Vour Excellency’s orders. All orders, however, 
regardirig moyemeiits, tactical or stratcgicaL of the 
Kandahar Force will continue to he issued by the 
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ConimiUider-in-Cluef in India, to wlioni the usual 
returns wiil continue to be submitted. The Goveni- 
raent of India have been informed tJiat Hi.s Excellency 
eonsidei-s that the supply of tlie troops should con¬ 
tinue to be dealt with by the Bombay Government. 
A. Brigadier-General to command the line of, com- 
niunications from Jacobabad to Kandahar lias been 
recommended, and if the appointment is sanctioned, 
this officer will be responsible to the General Officer 
Commanding at Kand.ahiU' for forwarding all supplies, 
stores, etc., from the base of that place.” 

On the following day the .staff and constitution of 
the 1st Bombay Division were published by the Bombay 
Government, Major-General ,1. M. Primrose, c.s.i., being 
in command, Brigadiei'-General 11. Ptiayre, c.b., a.ij.c., 
in command of the line of communications, and Briga¬ 
dier-Generals G. K. S. Burrows ai\d H. F. Brooke 
commanding brigades. 

General Stewart intended to talce with him food 
supplies for British soldiers for two months (except 
potatoes, of which the supply was for one month only); 
supplies for seven days for natives. The total weight 
of these supplies was estimated at 6,260 maunds (about 
4,750 cwt.) 

The date of Sir Donald Stewart’s defrarture from 
Kandahar, originally fixed for the 15th March, was p\it 
off, owing to delays in the arrival of the Bombay troops 
and in the movements of drafts for Bengal regiments, 
until the end of the month. 

One of the bi'igades of the force was to march by 
the alternative Khushk-i-Rud route to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
whilst the remainder followed the main road. 

On the 29t!i March Brigadier-General R. Baiter’s 
brigade, composed as follows, began the march: 

1st I'wijab Cavalry. 

11-11, R.A. (4 guns, mountain). 

?-60tl) Rifles. 

25 til Punjab Infantry. 

Section B, Field Ilo/ipital. 
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■BrigacUer-GeDfiral C. 
I’aLlisfr. 
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On the 30th and respectively the Field Force 
head-quarters, with the Cav'^alry (General I^alliser^s) 
Brigade and the 2nd (Brigadier-General Hugheses) 
JBiigade, left Mohmaiid, of the following strength: 

19th TJcagal J^aHcers. 

A-B, HJLA. 

6-1 h It-A. (40-pr* elephant), 

19th Piiiijab Infantry* 

Ihigincer Field Park, 
r loth Bengal I-ancer& (1 trot>p), 

I Ji"60th Hiflt‘.s (1 coinpany), 

I Punjab Infantry (1 company). 
[ 11-11, R,A* (2 guns, mono lain)* 
2iid Punjab (Cavalry* 

G -4, IF A. (held). 

Ordnance Field Pai’k* 

59th Foot. 

2nd Sikh Infantry. 

6rd Gurtha,'?. 

^ Section A, Field Honpitah 


E mn t o f lien ten an t 
General Stewart. 


Brigadier-General il. 
lliighea. 


J* 


"J'lie strength of the force w^as ^: 


British troop:^ (incituling ofKeers) 
Mntive troops 
Folio , 

Horses 

Ai-tillerv mules 

bullocks 
elephants 
Riding iiiiilcs 
Grasscutturs" ptmies 
Transport camels 
„ mules 


2,154 

5,095 

7J73 

1,942 

162 

547 

U 

162 

714 

6,881 

789 


General Barter’s brigiide moved by way of Tagak 
into tlie IChushk-i-Riid Valley, the remainder of the 
force by Juldak to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, which was reached 
without incident on the 6th-7th of Apnl. 

Meanwhile, previous to his departure from Kanda- 

^ For a cjoinplcto return of tKn ihviHioii see j^ppoiiclix XVI1. 
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liar. Sir Donald Stewart, on the 29tli Marcli, sent the 
following telegram to the Viceroy at Calcutta; 

“ I am not in possession of the orders of Govern- 
ineiit, nor have I received the prognnnrae for field 
operations now being eoininenced; hut I would point 
out that I am cairying forward from hence supplies for 
two months, and that I shall not require to draw more 
European supplies from India by Kabul or Ivurram 
until the end of May. If it is intended that the 
division under my eornmnnd move forward beyond 
C4ha/ni towards Kurrara, supplies should be collected 
at some place in Kurram where the troops under my 
command may pass the remainder of the hot vt'eather. 
By the information whicli I iiave received, no opposition 
is "likely to be encountered at Ghazni which^may not 
be easily overcome by the troops with which 1 am 
advancing. I'he movement of a column from Kabul 
to meet the division under my command will, in my 
opinion, increase the sti’ain upon the country which the 
demands of this division for native supplies must entail. 
The collections of tribesmen under Muhammad Jan and 
Muslik-i-Alam have already drawn largely upon the 
supplies which are prorairable in the neighbourhood ot 
Ghazni, and the uncertainty whicli prevails throughout 
the country lias doubtless prei'entetl large areas from 
being cultivated this spring. It is only with difficulty 
that sufficient transport has been obtained to allow of 
the division under my command being moved w'ith full 
equipment, and 1 am calculating on replacing casualties 
amongst baggage animals by purchases nuide at Gliazni. 
I submit for corrsideration tliat it is very desirable tliat 
no movement of troops belonging to Kabul or Kurram 
command should be made in advance of Kushi. 1 have 
this morning received a telegram from Sir F. Roberts 
that he only proposes to supply, for my division at 
Ghazni, tea, sugar, and possibly rum, and that tor all 
other supplies I must depend upon the country. 

1 hope it w'ill be understood that I do not require 
any supplies to be advanced from Kabul to meet me; 
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tx!id thiit if orders are given for my dix'isioix to remain 
at Gtuixni, I would at once establish communication 
w'ith Kabul or Kurrain as may be desired, sending my 
own transpoil: to bring fbrw'ard necessary supplies. I 
make this statement not with a view of disturbing any 
proposed plan of operations, but in order that there may 
be no misconception regarding the difficulty of feeding 
a Uirge force at Ghazni during the present season.” 

On the 2nd .\pril Genenil Stewart wired further; _ 

“ 1 would recommend that a column be held in 
readiness at Kxxbul for movement. On arrival at 
Kahit-i-tihilzai 1 shall be in a position to state with 
some precision the date on which I hope to reach 
Ghazni, by which date I think the column [from Kabul] 
should be at Shekliabad, as proposed Ixy His Excellency 
the Commander-ill-Chief.” 

The Commander-iii-Chief telegraphed on the 31st 
to Sir Donald Stewart in the following terms, but the 
communication never reached him, and he acted iii the 
spirit of the instructions which had emanated from 
the Gov'erniueiit of India.: 

“ Goverixmeiit of India desire that you may be 
informed of the entire plan of operations, and of the 
political objects desired by Government, which are thus 
summed up in a telegram from the Alilitary Depart¬ 
ment; ‘'rhe Government is anxious to witlidraw, as 
soon as possible, the troops from iiabul and li’onx all 
points beyond hliose to be occupied under the 'rreaty 
of Gamiarnak, except Kandahar. In order that this 
may be done, it is desiralile to find a ruler for Kabul, 
which will be separated from Kandahar. Stejis iU‘e 
being taken for this purpose; meanwhile, it is essential 
that we sliotild make .such a display of strength in 
Afghanistan as will show that we are masters of the 
situation and wil 1 overawe d isailcction; but it is not 
de.sirable to spread our troops over a large tract of 
country or to send small columns to any place where 
they would encounter opposition and increase the hostile 
leeling against us. All that is necessary, from the 
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point of v^ew, is for Gcneriil Stewart to marcii 
to Gliazin, break up any opposition he may find tliere 
or in the neighbourlioud, and open up direct coin- 
municatioii with General Sir F. Roberts at Kabul. 
IHiis lie can do either by the direct route or by Kushi, 
as he may think to be most expedient, under such 
conditions as may exist when be is at Ghazni. It is 
undesirable that Sir 1). Stewarttroops should remain 
for long at Ghazni, and it is therefore necessary that all 
military dispositions should be made with a view to 
enabling him to leave Ghazni as soon as he has put 
down any open opposition that he may fiTid there* It 
is very desirable that the operations in Afghanistiui 
should, as soon as possible, be brought under one head. 
Sir I). Stewart ,should, therefore, assume the supreme 
comnuind as soon as he is in direct communication 
with Kabul In the meantime he should be daily kept 
informed, both by the Foreign Department and the 
M ilitary Department, of all news received from Kabul,^ 
and from any part of the Khyber or Kumiui lines of 
communication, so tliat he may be eonstiuitly and fully 
made aware of the exact state ot the situation at all 
points. 

“ With reference to foregoing, which will be your 
guide^ you will, on reacJiing Ghazni, open eornmu- 
iiieation with Kabul either by the direct ro^ite or 
by Kushi, as may be found expedient, and assume 
supreme command. General Roberts has reported to 
Govern merit that he is unable to carry out tire propo5ied 
move to Kushi, the object of which was to open up 
eommunicatiori with Kurram, and to be ready at Kushi 
to support you should you call for aid; he has been 
told therefore tliat he must semi a column along the 
Ghazni direct road, so as to open conimunicatioji with 
you and support you by the time you reach GhaznL 
There has never been any intention of sending any 
of the Kabul force to Ghazni unless you called on 
them to move up* It has been arranged that six inontlis 
supplies for 5,000 British and 10,000 native troops shall 
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be collected in Kiiri'iim for any of yoitr force withdrawn 
into the \ alley for the hot weatlier.” 

On the 7th April the rdeutenant-General tele- 
graplied to the Government of I ndia tliat lie hoped to 
arrive at Ghazni on iSlst April, and recommended that 
the cohnnn from Kabul should reach Shekliabad on the 
20 th April. Owing to unexpected difficulties about 
transport, he had not been able to take with him all the 
tw'o months’ supplies for British troops as intended, 
but arrangements liad been made for the lialanee to be 
sent after him; he therefore proposed t(» ask General 
Roberts to despatch groceries and rum tor British 
troops with the Shekliabad colunm from Kabul. 
General Stewart telegraphed to the same effect to 
CJeneral Roberts, asking him to send ten days’ supplies 
of groceries, etc. for 2,200 Europeans. 

On the 8tli April the march of the Field Force was 
continued, 6-11, Royal Artillery, being transteired from 
Falliser’s to Hughes’s brigade, in oj'tter that the road 
might be prepared in advance for the heavy guns; two 
gun-s of T1-11 Mountain Battery joined General Falliser 
from Kalat-i-Gliilzai, and Nos. 4 and 10 Companies 
of Sappers. 

General Barter's brigade and the Field Force head¬ 
quarters with General l*allisei‘’s brigade advanced by 
the left and right bank of the 'farnak respectively, the 
2 nd Brigade folloiving one niarch in rear of (ieneval 
Falliser. At Shahjui, which was reached on the 11th 
April. General Barter v,'a.s only two miles from heacl- 
qnartcr.s, and the two guns of 11-11, Royal Artillerj/, 
which had aecoinpanied the latter ft’om Kiilat-i-C.fhilzai, 
joined the liead-qiiarters of the battery in the 1st Brigade. 

On the 14th April the two leading brigades con¬ 
centrated at Mukur, distant 1,5.5 miles from Kandahar 
and 74 miles from ICalat-i-Ghilzai; General Hughes’s 
brigade still remained one march in rear. Since leaving 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai all the villages pa.ssed had been found 
deserted, and grtiat difficulty was consequently ex¬ 
perienced in collecting supplies for the natives and 
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transport, although large foraging parties consisting 
generally <jf' half the inftintry of tlie force, taken from 
each unit, scoured the country on each side. Oti 
several occasions considerable bodies of liostile Afghans 
were seen by these parties hovering on the Hauk.s of tlie 
column; ou the 12tli Sir Donald Stewart reported to 
Simla that opposition would probably be encountered 
within tlie next few days ; and on the 15th a few shots 
were exchanged between the scouts on the right dank 
of the column and tho.se of a large hostile force, said to 
be mostly Taraki and. Snliman Khel tRulzais. Similar 
incidents occurred on the I6th; on the 17th the main 
body halted at Jan Murad (.Famrad), wliere the whole 
force was concentrated and marched on together tlie 
next day. <i)n this date ( April 18th), a force estimated 
at from 8,t)l)0 to 10,000 Afghan.s was observed by 
scouts moving on a bnc parallel to General Stewart’s 
advance, and distant some 8 or 10 miles from the right 
flank. Meanwhile, the difficulty in procuring supplies 
<!ontimied until Jan Murad was reached, where, thanks to 
the co-operation of the liazara.s, who were ready to help 
the British against tiieir constant enemies, the Afghans, 
a large quantity of flour and grain was obtained. 

On the morning of the 19t.li April the order of 
march of the 1st and 2nd Brigades w'a.s reversed, and 
the division left camp at Mashaki as follow.s: 


IfJth Ikngpa] Lancers * . 000 laricie!^. 

Royal itorao Artillery . 6 (9-pr,) giina 
lOlh Punjab hifaiitry , , 470 rillas. 

( 24^0th G3 

2/ith Ptmjalt 
Infimtry . 8^ 

10th lluiigal 
Lancers . 50 Uinres. 

Nos, 4 and 10 Coiiipitiijn^, Ben¬ 
gal Sappers and Minors 
50th Pilot .... 


8rd Gurkha llegimeiit 
iind Sikh Enlkntry , 
G-4, itoyal ArtUfory 

ft-llj 4 

2nd Punjab Giivnlry 


80 rifles. 

. 4:10 ,, 

. 280 ,, 

. m „ 

. G (^-pr,) guns. 

/ 2 (4C)-pr.) guiLS. 

2 (G%r) huwit^ 
I zers, 

. 340 suhrua. 


Advanee glu^?dJ etc., under 
coin maud of ISrigiFdier- 
Geuoral I^alliser. 

I'ottii : 350 la I j cos, 0IS> 

rilies, and G guns. 


Hg Iff 

!(ri- 


Main 

tuo 2n(i Eufaiitry 
gade, Uiidor Brigudier- 
General lEughea, 

7 Vital J lj 002 rifle^j i 349 
sabres, and 10 guns. 


2^3 
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FiM Hospibiln 

Orfhiance ami Engiiieoi* EieliJ Park?i 
lYeasure , - , » 

ComTrii^^iiinat . . . - 

Baggage . 


Bjiggage and sinpply trains 
with dt'^tacliuieuLs on thfj 
tianka. 


Ri ' - ^ f 

etc., iindtU' Brigadiei’- 
Oeueral ikvrter. 


15th Hikh Inlknt.ry . 
t35tb Ihmjali In&iitry 
l,t‘ll, Koval Artillery(Mi>iinhiin 


2^-6(Hh RitleiH . 


, 443 L-ifloii 

, m „ 

. 3B0 „ 



Battery) 

Ut Punjab t’ftvalry . 


, il (7-pr.) guns. 
, 316 sabres. 


Total: 1,3113 rifles, 016 
sabres, and 6 mountain 

gU!lS. 


The lengtii of tlie entire column when on the march 
was about G miles. 

Di’\'isit)rial tiead-quaiters and the 2nd Rrigade had 
marched about 7 miles and were halting for a sliort 
rest, wlien the cavalry of the advance guard reported 
that bodies of the enemy wei-e in position G niiles 
ahead. The I.ieiiteiiant-C'ieneral directed the battalions 
of the 2nd Infantry lirigade to form on the leit of the 
road, in line witli the horse artillery battery. I'he 
2nd Punjab Cavalry passed to the riglit, the country on 
that side being Hat and open as far as the (^liazni River, 
some 3 miles distant. 'fhe IGth Punjab Infantry, 
liead-quarters escort, and companies of sappers followed 
in re.sei've, '^Fhe three batteries were in tjolumn of 
route on the road. An order was sent to Urigadier- 
Gcneral Barter to bring up half his infantry, and to 
despatch two squadrons of the 1st Pimjab Cavalry 
to join the carnilry, of whicii Brigadier-General Pailiser 
assumed conunand. 

'rhe iuh'ance being resumed, half a squadron of 
19th Bengal Ijancers were sent to cover the left flank 
of the infantry brigade, which was in close proximity 
to a range of low hills. T'liese hills ran parallel to the 
road for some distance, and then bent round to the 
eastward, the track, passing through them. The enemy 
were found to be in position at this point, and their 
standards planted along the ridge on both sides_ of the 
road, 'fheir right wing extended for some distance, 
flanking the line by which the division would advance. 
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When within a niiLe find a half of the enemy, the 
horse aj'tiliery and field batteiies iiio\'ed out and took 
up positions to shell the ridge in front, tiie 2ad Ihinjab 
Cavalry supplying the escort to tlie horse artillery, 
and one company of the 19th Funjiib Infantry pro¬ 
tecting G-4. The 2nd Infaiitry Brigade deployed in 
line of quarter eoluinirs to the left of the guns, facing 
the enemy’s right wing. One and a lialf squadrons of 
the 19th Bengal Lai\cers were now on the left of the 
infantry, protecting that dank. The 2iid Punjab 
Cavalry (three squadrons) were on the right {>f tlie 
artillery, which liad also special escorts of one squadron 
of the 19th Bengal Lancers, and one company of the 
19th Punjab Infantry. The heavy guns uniimhered on 
a knoll close to the road, about 1,^500 yards from the 
left of the held artillery. Tiiey were thus on the 
extreme left of the line. Between them and the 19th 
Bengal Ijuncers was a considerable gap. Behind the 
knoll were placed the equipment of the sapper com¬ 
panies, the infantry entrenclnng tools, etc. The troops 
detailed for the reserve were in rear of the left, while 
the Incutenant-General placed himself on a slight 
elevation immediately behind the 19th Bengal J^ancers. 

At 9 o’clock, and before the intended attack of the 
position was developed, the ctrest of the range occupied 
by the enemy was observed to be swarming with men 
along a front of nearly 2 miles. Scarcely had tlie 
guns opened fire when from the enemy’s centre rushed 
successive waves of swordsmen, on foot, stretching (iut 
beyond either flank and seeming to envelop tlie troops. 
At the same time a large body of horse rode along the 
bills, threatening the left flank and lear. As the 
swordsmen on foot swept down on the infantry and 
guns, the Afghan horse poured along two ravines, 
wdiich united at the foot of the hills, and in o.ne mass 
charged the 19th Bengal lifincers before the latter 
could acquire sufficient speed to meet them fairly. 
The 19tli were forced back in some confusion to their 
right rear, disordering the 3rd Gurkhas, who were the 



350 


FANATICAL FURY 


left of tlte three l>attalionM of infantry, wliicli had 
now been formed into company squares. The enemy s 
mounted men having swept right through, disappeared 
on to the plain to the east The 2nd Brigade then 
resumed the line formation and fired steady volleys. 

Meantime the swordsmen on foot pressed tlieir 
attack home with fanatical fury, and it becanie necessary 
to place the whole reserve in. the fighting line. Half a 
battalion of the 19th Punjab Infantry and the Sapper 
companies were brought up on the left, and the other 
half battalion of the 19th, with the two companies 
of the Jneutenant-(;eneral"s escort belonging to the 
00th Rifles and 25tli Punjab Infantry, were puslied in 
lietween the two batteries. 

These were now firing ease and reversed sbrapiiel at 
(;lose ranges into tlie swarming Afghans, but neither 
this nor tlie heavy fire from the breechloaders of the 
infantry could stop the rush of the gimzis.^ 

At this moment the situation was critical, and the 
.59th Foot received from a staff officer the order to retire 
from the depression in winch they luvd formed. 'Die 
Afg'han horsemen, who were pushing round the left 
flank, were, however, checked by the firmness of tiie 
3rd Crurklias, while on the right the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry charged and drove back the sword.smen on 
foot. The batteries of artillei-y, whose ^gallantiy and 
discipline were highlj' eomniended by Sir 11. Stewart, 
took up ffe.sh positions, and the gun.s of G-4, 
Royal iVrtillery, being distributed in the infantry 
line, again opened fire. I’he 39tli Foot, recovering 
fj'oni the confusion into which the two eompanie,s on 
the riglit had been thrown in obeying the order to 
refuse' the right Hank, poured a witliering fire into 
the Afghans. In the centre the 2nd Sikhs gallantly 
maintained tlieir position with unwavering steadiness. 

A squadron of the 2 ikI Punjab Cavalry i-elieved the 
squadron of the 19tb Bengal I^ancers, acting as escort 
to tlie guns, and the other two .squadrons of the former 
regiment relieved the I.ancers on the left Hank. I wo 
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^^^drons of the 1st Punjab Cavaliy luiving eorne up, 
they T^'ei’e joined by the 19th Bengal I vancers, arid the 
whole, under Brigadier-General IhilHser, were pushed 
to the right towards tlie river. 

Meantime the steady fire of the Sikhs and Gurkhas 
began to tell. Checked by the deadly efiect of the 
rides, wbicli mowed them dow'ii by hundreds, the enemy 
slackened tlieir attack and began to retire, creeping ofi‘ 
along the high hills to the west, _ wdiere they came 
under tlie well-directed fire of Major Tillard’s heavy 
hntteiy, which prevented any attack being made on the 
left rear and the baggage column. Once the fanat ical 
onslaught of the etieniy was quenched, their defeat 
rapidly became a rout, and by 9.45 a. in. the whole 
body was broken up and dispersed over tlie country. 
The “ cease fire ” was sounded at 10 o’clock, the 
engagement having then lasted one hour. '^Fowards 
tlie close of the fighting a portion of Brigadier-General 
Barter’s infantry came up and reinforced the right 
eentj-e. 

Owing to the necessity for protecting the large 
parks and baggage, no pursuit was possible. I he 
cavalry were therefore re-called, but not liefore the 
regiments on tlie right had been closely engaged. 

The enemy lost very heavily; more than a thousand 
dead bodies lay thickly scattered on the ground in front 
of where the Britisli line had stood. The numbers 
engaged on the Afghan side were probably about 15,000, 
the majority of whom were Gbilzais, but a large con¬ 
tingent of Alizai and other Duranis of Xamiiidaivar 
had undoubtedly follow^ed tlie British army from the 
neighbourhood of Kandahar and were forward in the 
fight. The total los.ses of the Afghans were probaldy 
about three thousand killed and wounded. 

The casualties among the troops were slight, con- 
sitlering the fanatical on.sIaught of the enemy 
consequently the close nature of the fighting, i lie 
artilleiy had one officer and two men wounded, also a 
.yjcc Ivilled. The 1st Punjab Cavalry (two squadrons) 
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19 men wounded, a3 horses wounded, and 




rni-sKing. T!ie 2nd Punjab Cavalry had 3 men and 
5 horses killed, 2 officers, 20 men, and 21 horses 
wounded, and 2 horses missing. The 19th Bengal 
Ijfincevs had 5 men and 3 horses killed, 4 officers, 
3 native officers, 41 men, and 15 horses wounded, and 
0 horses missing. The 59th Foot had 1 man killed 
and 2 officers and 10 men wounded. The 2nd Sikhs 
had 1 man killed and 10 wmunded, including a muleteer. 
The 3rd Gurkhas had only 3 followei's wounded. The 
19tii Punjab Infantry had 3 wounded ; the Sappers and 
Miners, 1 wmunded. 

In the I lead-quarters escort, the 2’'00th Bides had 
3 killed and 1 wounded, ami the 25tli Punjab Infantry 
3 wounded; of tlie infantry of Brigadier-General 
Barter’s brigade, 1 man. of the 60th Hides was wounded. 

'I'he total losses were 17 killed and 124 wounded, 
including officers and followers. Eight cavalry honses 
were killed, 68 wounded, and 13 missing. 

After a halt of two hours, during which the killed 
were buried and the wounded attended to, the advance 
was resumed in compact formation, and passing over 
the ground occupied by the enemy, the division com¬ 
pleted its march of 17 miles to Nani, where it halted 
for the night. 

Two days later, on the 21st April, the di^'ision 
encamped outside the city of Ghazni (223 miles from 
Kandahar), and halted there for the next four days. 
From the top of the Sher Dalian Pass, on the 22fid, 
heliographic communication was established with Major- 
General J. Boss, wdio had advanced from Kabul to 
Saidaliad, in the arduk l^alley. A reconnaissance 
w^as also made of the country north-east of (xhazni, 
which rev'ealed the presence of a large body of liostile 
Afghans occupying the villages of Arzii and Shiilez, 
Accordingly at 3.30 a.m., on the 23.rd April, while a 
wdng of the lOtli Ihmjab Infantry was despatched to 
guard the gates of Ghazni, tlie following force marched 
out of camp to di.sperse the enemy: 
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After inareliing some 3 miles from camp a ridge 
was ascended, from the top of which w^as seen, about 
3,000 yards oft’, a great number of the enemy (about 
0,000 strong) in a position between two villages, AtjAi 
and Slialez, which ' were both strongly enclosed with 
mud walls and some half a mile apart. 

About 5 a.m. the Royal Horse Artillery guns 
opened lire with common, shell and those of tlie 
mountain battery with similar_ charges, tlie right half¬ 
battery of A-R shelliivg the village of SI taler., and the 
left half-battery and mountain guns laying on Ar/u. 

After a few rounds had been fired by both batteries, 
A-B advanced and took up a position from which the 
y-prs. could fire at 1,800, 1,700, and 1.000 yards, 
slieiling the villages with common shell, and from time 
to time firing shrapnel w^ith time flizes, as the enemy 
showed themselves; hut the Afghans had capital cover 
in both villages. Simultaneously the_ mule battery 
11-11, Royal Artillery, was advanced, firing at different 
ranges, but none at less than 1,400 yards. 

By 8.30 a.m. it was evident that the cover in the 
villages was too good for the enemy to be much shaken 
by the fire, and Brigadier-General Palliser considered 
that the force with him was not sufficiently strong to 
attack the position. He communicated (by heliograph) 
accordi?igly wuth Sir Donald Sfewart, and at the same 
time withdrew the batteries to their first positions. 






Meanwhile, in the absence of the troop.s under 
Ikigiidier-General Palliser, the 2nd Brigade, under com¬ 
mand of Brigadicr-tTeneral Hughes, had got under 
arms and taken up a position to cover the camp, whilst 
the lyth Bengal LanccTs were pushed fbrw'ard about a 
mile as a connecting link with the troops engaged at 
Arzii and Shalez. 

On receiving Brigadier-General Palliser s first report, 
Sir Donald Stewart promptly despatched the following 
troops: 

59til Foot (half battalion), 
fjrd GurkhiWi (6 companies), 

to reinforce him. But even with this additional strength 
Brigadier-General I’alliser did not consider luiiiself 
justified in making the attack with the troops then at 
his disposal, and withebew, as before mentioned, to a 
position on the ridge some 2,.500 yards short of the 
villages held by the enemy. 

Consequently Sir Donald Stewart himself advanced 
with the remainder of the troops under Brigadier-General 
Hughes, vis. : 

19th Bengal Liuicer.i, 

G-4, K.A,, 

59th Foot (half battalion), 

19th Punjab Infantry (half battalion), 

tlie jrroteetion of the can)p Ireing entrusted to Major 
'fillard, it.iV., who had at his disposal— 

6-11, H.A., 

Nos. 4 and 10 Companies, Sappers and Miners, 

2 companies tJrd Gurkhas, 

with the usual standing guards. At 11 a.m. the 
Lieutenant-General personally assumed command, and 
the troops w^ere Ibrnied for attack; the disposition of 
the force being as follows : 

Major H. de (t. Warter was ordered to take his 
hor.se battery (A-B) to the riglit of (Tenera! Barter's 
infantry brigade, and to open lire as soon as he cfjnld 
do so with good effect, taking grouxrd to the right all 
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so as to take the enemy in the front of the 
villages on their flank; the 1st Pimjnb Cavalry and 
Ihtli Bengal Eaneers snppoi ted the horse artillery on 
the right flank against Shalez. 

Sir John Campbell, on iiis arrival with G-4, was 
ordered to come into action on the left of Brigadier- 
General Hughes, supported by a company of the 
50th Foot and a cavalry regiment (2iid Jhnijab) some 
little way to the left. At the same time 11-13, Royal 
Artillery, Major Harris’s mule battery, w'as placed 
under Brigadier-(Teneral Hughes’s orders in the centre 
of the 2nd Infantry Brigade. 

Major Warter came into action several times, 
moving forward at intervals at a steady gallop, until 
he was within 800 yards of the flank, w'hen his fire was 
very effective in SGattcring the enemy. Sir John 
Campbell’s guns likewise opened fire on the left village 
(Arzu) at a range of about 1,720 yards, directing their 
shell on tiie enclosures in front and to the right and 
left of the village, with tin occasional shell into the 
village itself. 

Major Harris’s mountain guns fonned part of the 
direct attack and advanced with the fighting line, which 
was formed for attack and moved forward at 11.40 a.m. 
I’hese guns came into action at different ranges from 
1,400 to 900 yards, when the position was rushed and 
the enemy fled from the villages closely followed by 
the infantiy, wdio were again accompanied by Harris’s 
and Carnpbell’.s batteries. M.ajor Wearier was ordered 
to detach half a battery to join the cavahy on the right 
in pursuit, and was supported by detachments of the 
1st Punjal) Cavahy and 19th Bengal Lancers, as well 
as by a company of the 2n(l Sikh.s, who kept up with 
the battery in a wonderful manner. Sir John Campbell 
had meantime detached two guns to join the cavalry 
on the left, which did good service by their fire on tlie 
retreating bodies of the enemy. 

Tfie enemy’s loss was estimated at 406 men, tlie 
British casualties being two killed and eight wounded. 


MESSAGES TO HEAD-QGAKTEKS 

lie Kandahar force proceeded on its marcb two 
later, but, just after leaving Ghazni, the following 
ofder.s were on the 2-1 th April coininunicated to Sir 
Donald Stewart from Simla: 

“As soon as Sir D. Stewart has opened up com¬ 
munication with General Ross, he is to proceed to 
Kabul and tissume supreme command. He should take 
nil steps for the withdrawal of the CThazni ibree by the 
Kurram until he has had an ojiportunity of personally 
acquainting himself with the state of things at Kabul, 
and until the results of the present gat hering of tlie 
sardars and tribes have declared thcm.yelves. The wall 
of Ghazni should be broached, and a plan niiide of tlie 
place as it stands,” 

In reply to tlie above, the Lieutenant-General 
de.spatched tw'o messages to Head-quarters on the Slth 
and 25th, respectiv^ely, as foliow's : 

7’o t/te Qiujrtermaster-Genera/, S/mh. 

“In reply to His Excellency’s telegram from Simla, 
dated 20th, I propose to place the Kandahar Division 
for tlie present at the head of the I^ogar \"alle;y' between 
Charkh ami Piirak, proceeding myself witli General 
Ross’s force to Kabul. 0-11, Royal Artillery, the 
heavy battery, will go to Kabid. All information tends 
to prove that JMuIiaiiimad .Jan is now doing his utmo.st 
to rouse the tribes in this neighhourhood to attack the 
Paiw^ar Kotiil. Such an attack is not at all proliable, 
but it is probable that w'e shall be attacked when we go 
to Ali Khel, mid that General Watson will meet with 
considerable opposition on the Shntargardan.” 

7'o the Adjutant-General, India. 

“ His Excellency’s telegram of tlie 20th from Simla 
reached me too late to admit of iny breaching tlie walls 
of Gha'/ni. As, however, tlie delence.s of Ghazni are 
contemptible, I do not think the matter is important, 
I broiiglit away with rne two field guns said to have 
been left at Ghazni after the last occupation, 
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“ In accordariee with the orders of His Excelleney, 
I proceed to Kabul from Saida l)ad witJi General Ross’s 
force." 

The Field Force encamped on the 25th iVpril at 
Shasbgao, where General Stewart was visited by Major- 
General J. Hills, C.R., v.o., who, witli four other officers 
and an escort of 3i'd Punjab Cainrlry, rode oi'er from' 
General Ross’s camp at Siiidabad. Continuing the 
march on the following days, the Sajawan Pass was 
reconnoitred by Captain IJroome, 2nd Punjalj Cavali'y, 
on the 27th, w'ho reported it unsuitable for the passage 
of laden animals. On the 28th the Field Force head¬ 
quarters with General Hughes’s and Palliser’s brigades 
marched to Saidabad, and General Barter’s brigade 
to Shekliabad (26.5-^- miles from Kandahar), and re¬ 
connaissances were made from each of tliese camps 
to the Zamburak Pass and the Tangi Wardak deme 
respectively. The latter proved impassable to ■wdicelcd 
artillery. On the same date Ijieutenant-General Sir 
Donald Stew'art handed over the command of the 
Ghazni I’ield Force to Brigadier-General Huglies, whose 
brigade Wiis henceforward commanded by Colonel R. 
Lacy of the 59th Foot; the Ideutenaiit-Gcneral him¬ 
self joined Geneial Ross’s camp at Shekhabad, with 
a view to proceeding to Kabul to assume supreme 
command of the British forces in Afghanistan. 

Tlie foilowdng mes.sage was de.spatched by General 
Stew'art to Army Head-quarters on tlie 28tli: 

“ 1'he following is di.stribution of (Ghazni Field 
Force: To-day General Barter’s brigade is at Sliek- 
babad. General Hughes’s and I^alliscrs at Saidabad. 
The constitution of these brigades is unchanged, except 
that 6-11, Royal Artillery (heavy), has joined General 
Ross’s column, and will proceed with ttiem to Kabul. 
I start for Kabul to-morrow (29th) witli General Ros.s, 
reaching there on 2nd May. General Hughes com¬ 
mands the Field Force temporarily, and ha.s been 
instructed to have tlie roads from Shekhabad and 
Saidabad to the Logar Valley reconnoitred and made 
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march simultaneously, effecting a junction in the Logar 
Valley at Amir Ksila. The Field Force will then 
proceed to about Purak and C^harkli, and be located 
there till iVirtlier orders. Advantage will be t«aken 
of the halt to reconnoi tre thoroughly in all directions, 
and furnish opportunity for survey work. General 
Hughes has been requested, when possible, to move 
a portion of the troops under his command to a post in 
a more nort.herly direction, so as to open and maintain 
communication with Kabul.” On the 2yth the Zani- 
burak Kotal w'as again reconnoitred and the road over 
it improved the following day. 

On the yotli April Genw-al Barter’s brigade moved 
from Shekhabad by tlie Tangi Wardak d<jiile to Amir 
Kala, whither it wa.s followed on the 1st and 2nd May 
by General I*alliser’s and Colonel Lacy’s {late Hughes’s) 
brigades, from Saidabad nul the Zambiirak I’ass. 
’rhe former included the horse artillery battery, 
wddch was Tnandiaiidled down the incline; witli the 
latter proceeded the other battery on the following 
day, the track having been further improved mean¬ 
while, consetpiently less difliculty "was experienced. 
General Barter marched on the latter date to Barak-i- 
Barak, and there the division again concentrated on the 
;h'd May. One reconnaissance was sent out under 
Lieutenant-Colonel C. S. Maclean, 1st Punjab Cavalry, 
to the Altiinur Pass, and a rough survey of the country 
made up to the w'atershed ; and .a second uiiticr Chiptain 
G, M. Abbott, 19th Bengal Taincers, towards Hisarak. 
The road to the latter place was also diligently pushed 
forward during the next few days, and on the 8th 
May the head-quarters of the division, with General 
Paiiiser’s and Colonel Ijatiy's brigades, were established 


there. General Barter’.s brigade on the same day 


marched to Yusuf Kala, where he pitched his camp 
2 or f3 niilcs h'oin the mouth of the Charkh Valley, 
and separated by a low' ridge from the Logar ^^aUey. 
Communication was e.stablisbed with Hisarak by a 
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road across the JjOgar River a-iid Valley. Supplies 
were brought in freely duiing this pei’iod, and no 
hostility was shown by the inhabitants beyond one 
or two sliots being fired at reconnoitring partie-s. 

Meanwhile, on the 5th May, Ijicutenant-Geiieral 
Stewart assumed command of the forces in Afghani¬ 
stan, and on the 13th the fact was notified in the 
following General Order: 

Gtinera] Ordere by His Excellencv the Connaander-in-Chief, dated 
Head-qiiartm, Simla, 36th May, 1880. 

“In continuation of G.O.C.C., dated 13th March. 
1880 (p. 144), it is notified that J aeutenant-Generai 
Sir Donald Stewart, k.c.b., having arrived at Kabul, 
ha.s, a.s senior officer, as,surned command of the troops 
there and on the line of communication. 

“2. With the sanction of Government, the whole 
force under the command of Sir D. Stewart, k.c.u., will 
be called ‘ The Northern Afghamatan Tield Forvet 
and will consist of : 

“ I.— The 1st and 2nd Divisions of what has been 
heretofore knmvji as ‘ The Kabul Field 
Force,^ which will become the 1st and 
2nd Divisions, j'espectively, of ‘ The North- 
ern A fghamsUm Field F(n'ce,' and remain 
under the immediate command of Lieu¬ 
tenant-General Sir F. Roberts, k.c.u., 
C.I.K., r.c. ; 

“ II.—‘ The CThazni Field Forvc,' which will be¬ 
come the 3rd Division of ‘ The Northc^'n 
Afghajustan Field Force ’ ,■ 

“ III.—‘ The Khijber Line Fo^xe,' which will keep 
its present name; and 

“ IV.—Sliould the forces touch, ‘ T'he Kurrani Forced 
which will retain its present designation.” 

On the 16th IMay Maior-Genenil .James Hills, 
c.ii„ V.C., was appointed to command tlie 3rd Division, 
Northern Afghiuii.stan Field F'orce (late Ghazni Field 
Force), and joined the camp at Hisarak on the smne date. 




CHAPTER XII 



THE OrEKATlONS OE 'J'HE 1st DIVISION, KAUtTL EIELD FORCE, 
FROM JANUARY TO APRIE, laUO. 

We must now return to the events at Kabul, which 
had hitlierto been the chief centre of operations during 
the campaign. The opening of the new year found 
the Field T'oree there under Lieutenant-General Sir 
Frederick Roberts enjoying the results of their recent 
success. The defeat of the Afghans had dispersed 
the combination of hostile tribes in a manner more 
effectual than weeks of desultory operations such a.s 
those wliich iiad preceded it. The news of the Bidtish 
victory had spread over the country, the clansmen 
round Kabul were subdued, at least for the time, and 
the military position of the llritish forces in Afghanistan 
was apparently assured. 

On the 7th January a detailed despatch from the 
Indian Government to the Secretary of State reviewed 
the situation and outlined tlie proposed course of 
military and political action in the immediate future. 
jViter commenting on tlie failure of the attempt to 
establish at Kabul a powerful and friendly ruler of 
a united Afgliaiiistari in the person of Yakub Khan, 
tlie despatch draws the conclusion that the only course 
to be pursued was the dismemberment of the counti'y 
into the .separate provinces of Kabul, Kandahar, and 
Herat, and the arrangements of such a plan are dis¬ 
cus,sed. It is not, however, necessary to consider these 
proposals at length, since they were afterwards subjected 
to important modification. 

About the same date as this despatch a scheme 
of military operations for the ensuing spring was 
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submitted by the CoiDmftnder-ia-Chief to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, through the Military Department. It 
suggested the march of Sir Donald Stewart’s division 
by Ghazni to Kabul as described in the last chapter; 
it also proposed operations from Kabul towards Kohi- 
stan and Bainian, and from the Khyber against the 
Ghibais in tlie Ivaghrnan Valley, and the .advance of a 
force from Kurram over the Shutargardan to Kabul. 
In the event of the tribesmen again renewing hostilities 
against Kabul in the spring, it would thus be possible 
within a very short time to assemble a large force from 
all the above-named (juarters at the capital. 

Meanwhile, however, reinforcements were required 
to replace casualties and invalids. Recommendations 
were put forward by the Commander-in-Chief to im¬ 
prove the recruiting for the Native Army, and proposals 
were also urged for tiie accumulation of stores of all 
sort.s at Kabul before the beginning of the hot weathei-. 

The latter question was one of much importance. 
As already stated, the lack of forage at the capital 
had necessitated the 12th Bengal Cavalry and 14th 
Bengal I^anceJ's being sent to .lalalabad and Gandamak 
respectively; imd at the same lime all spare transpo]*t 
animals at Kabul were sent down the line, some to 
Peshawar, to be fitted with saddles, and others to work 
on the Khyber line until again required at Kabul, On 
the tJtli January 1,000 of these transport animals left 
Siierpur with a convoy of sick and wounded, accom¬ 
panied by Colonel C. M. MacGregor, who was to meet 
tleneral Bright and confer with him on the disposition 
of the troops from Januaid to Ijataband. 

On the 1st of tlie month Kabul was visited by 
several leading nren of the Hazara tribe, wlio were well 
disposed to tlie British, and had held Ghazni in our 
interest until the 2(>t,h December, when it was seized 
by the Afghan tribesmen. During the same week a 
number of the Kohistani chiefs also came to the capital, 
iis well as some headmen from T.ogar and several 
chiefs of the Ghilzais, amongst their number being the 



«L 

358 A DAKBAlt 

influential Pad .shall Khan. The opportunity was there¬ 
fore taken of liokling a darbar, which took place under 
the presidency of Sir Frederick Roberts on the 9th 
January, and at which Sardar Shahbaz Khan was 
iTistalled as Governor of K.ulii.stan, and the intentions 
of the liiitish were explained by the (Teneral. 

On the 10th January (General Roberts was asked to 
state his views as to operations to be undertaken in the 
coming spring, and he replied on the ISth in detail as 

follow,s: . 

“ With reference to your telegram of the 10th instant 
to report;, for the information of His Excellency the 
Coinmander-in-C'liief, my jiroposals as to operations to 
be undertaken in Kohistan and Rami an in the spring, 

I liave the honour to state that, as soon as the severe 
weather is over, it is my intention to move the force 
from Sherpnr, wliich from^its great extent requires a 
large ganison, to the Siah Sang hill. 

“The force will then be distributed between the 
Siah Sang (in an entrenched camp) and the Bala Hissar, 
where commissariat and ordnance stores, etc., will be 
duly protected. 

Tliese two forces should consist of not less than a 
division of infantry, and siiould comprise: 

Two British infantry regiments, 

Pive native infantry reffhnents, 

as well as— 

Two Bengal eavalry regiments, 

One battery horse or field artillery. 

Pour mountain guns, 

f)ne company Sappers and Miners ; 

tdso sufficient gimner.s to work the lieavy Afghan guns 

wdiich will be in position. , r , , , 

“I'his force will be sufficient to protect Kabul and 
to ensure tVie tranquillity of the surrounding country, 
as well as to act as an immediate reserve to the troops 
employed in tlie direction of Bamian, Gliazni, or else¬ 
where. 
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“For such field operations a force of the following 
strength should be at my disposal; 


Two Bi'itiiih itifaiitry rt'giiiients, 
t’ive natirt; infanti’)' rcgimonts, 

A brigade of cavalr}', 

OiiG battory horse or ficicl artillery, 
One heavy battery, 

Eight imniiitain gmia, 

Thn;t' c<jrtipanius Sapptn’s and Miners, 


“ I'o bring the force now at Kabul up to the abo\'^e 
strengtlr I shall require: 

One heavy battery, 

A detac'hnunit of garrison giitmers, 

Two regiments native infantry. 


* * * » V 

“ I annex a statement showing the posts which 1 
consider should be maintained between .Jamrud and 
Lata band, to enable ine to take tlie field witliout 
anxiety for my communications with India by the 
Khyber route. 

“ This has been drawn up in consultation with 
General Bright, who, in lieu of a wing of native infantry 
at Dakka and (iOO men at Ali IMasjid, would prefer to 
have ii regiment at tiie former, and 800 men at the 
latter, post. 

“ My object is to render each post strong enough to 
resist attack, anti to forjii three small conqmct movable 
colunms at Ciandamak, Jahdahad, and I.,andi Ktrtal, 
re.spcctively, as I consider that the safety of the line 
will be better .secured in this manner than by posts of 
greater strength without movable columns. 

“To admit of these posts being held, and movable 
oolumn.s being formed. General Bright’s force will have 
to be increased by : 


Twn I'egimeats British infantry, 
four regiments native infantry', 
Twi.) tiKjnntiiin gnus; 
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One heavy Imtteiy, 

Some gaiTisoti gunners (fyr Afghan guns of position)^ 
Two inountain guns, 

Two regiments British infantry, 

Six regiiiieiits native infantry. 

“ If mountain guns can be sent, one Held battery 
now in the Klvybcr can well be spared. 

“I am addressing the Adjutant-General regarding 
the strength of the different regiments at Kabul, also 
about ammunition supplies. 

“ I desire in this letter to suggest, for His Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-in-Chiefs consideration, the 
adW.sability of letting the 10th, 12th, and 14th regiments 
of Bengal Cavalry proceed now to the nearest trans- 
Indus point where grass is plentiful, as the horses are 
done up and require rest. These regiments would then 
be fit for service by the end of March, the duty between 
Lataband and Basawal being taken meanwhile by other 
corps. 

“ If these proposals meet with the Commander-in- 
Chiefs approval, I trust His Exeellency will urge 
upon Go\^emment the desirability of increasing (General 
liriglit’s force as T have recommended, without delay, 
in order that the districts of Lagluxmn and Tli.sarak 
may be \’'isited as .soon as possible. The Khans of those 
districts have never yet felt the British power, and will 
assuredly break out and again disturb our c^omraunica- 
tions on the first signs of disaffection in Kabul. 

“On the other hand, if now dealt with, they will 
give U.S no anxiety in future; and when the season 
advances, we shall probably he able to place the majority 
of our troops in cooler and healthier localities tfian 
Jalalabad and other stjvtions of low elevation. 

“ In conclusion, I think that the increase to the 
present Kabul garrison of the battery of heavy artillery 
and two native infantry regiments should be deferred 
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POSTS TO HOLD 

until the season for active operations arrives, as it is 
undesirable to have a larger force than is absolutely 
necessary in Sherpur during the wiT»tei‘ montlis. 

“ 1 would name the 20tli March as tlie dsite by 
which these additional troops should reacli Kabul. 


“ Statement of posts proposed to be held between 
Latahand and Jammd. 


IjQtnband . . * - 

Ja§daluk and Sek Babti 
Jugdaiuk KaUd ami Pesiwan 


{ 


Qmidamak (tt> hold fort and fonn 
movable coloniri) * , . ■ 


Fwt ButUie to be iihaiitloned and a 
new formed near R4f;^aha4 

Jalatahnd Fort , * , . ■ 


Jakdabnd Mmmhk Column 

AH Boifhm 
Barikm 

Bmaumi . 


Two mountain gun a, 

24tli Punjab fyfaiitrj\ 

45feb Siklis. 

fj}8t Light liifantiy. 

'J'wti squadrons Jird }lengal Cavalry* 
'fwo guiia I t"9, Royal Artillery. 

Two guns Hazara Mountain IMtery. 
V2ih Foot. 

22nd Punjab hifaiiiiy* 

27tb Punjab Tnfhntiy^ 

One .^squadron flrd Bengal Cavalry- 
Two companies 4tb Madma Infantry. 
One squadron C'nrabinierH. 

One squadron 17tb Bengal Cavalry* 
Six ctmipaiiios 4tli Madras iiifaritiy* 
One squadron Ciuiabiniera* 

Ona equadraii i7fcb Bengal CavaLy* 
Four guns Royal Artillery. 
25th Foot, 

noth Punjab Infantry. 

31«t Puiijab Infantry. 

50 men Hth Bengal Infantry* 

One troop J7tb Bengal (Cavalry, 

].^0 men fltli Bengal Jnffuitry, 

Olio squadron ( ambnuera. 

One troop I7tb llengjil Cavalry. 

;}9<) men BtJi Bengal Intautry, 


The Field Artillery, 2iid Division, to remain un¬ 
disturbed as at present. 

“The reserve division to take up all posts to and 
inclusive of Dakka, mz .: 


DoM'a 

Haft fJhah * 
lAndi Khun (I 


troops nutive eavalry. 

Four guns Field A^tilk^ry^ 

One. company British iniiintry. 
One wing native itjfan try- 
50 men, native hifentry- 
Ualf troop native oav^alry. 
tK) native infantry. 
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DESPA'I’CIT 

LaruM Kintal gurruon . 

lAtndi KoUd MQmiMe (klunm 
k atit Kmhiiii 
Ail Mmjid. 

Fort Mande 
Jamrud 


FROM KABUT. 
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squadron native cavalry, 
it I flail try. 
field guns. 

/ 1 jOOO iiifttiitiy, 

I JVii mountain guns, 

18 tiatlve iufiHitry. 

/ fine troop native eavailry. 

1 tiOO luitive infantry. 

25 native infantry. 

I (>ne troop nati\fe cav jdry. 

\ 251) native iidantry,’* 


The above statetneiit was followed on the 28t}i of 
Jfiruuu’_y and 5th of Febniaiy, respectively, by the t^vo 
conimiinications from Sir Frederick Roberts which ai'e 
given below. 


I. Despatch from Kakil, No. 24 of 1880. 

“(ihazni for the present may be looked upon as the 
centre of disaffection, many of those who were at Kabul 
having made for that place after hiivdng been defeated 
here; and Musa Jan, the infant son of the ex-Amir, 
has been set up there as Sovereign of Afghanistan, 
and Iris rule proclaimed. I’Jie country is undoubtedl}^ 
greatly excited, but thougli constant rumours of pro¬ 
jected attacks are industrioiisly circulated, no offensive 
movements have been undertake]i, and 1 see no reason 
to anticipate at present any attack in force, tliough 
doubtless later on, unless we take the initiative, a com¬ 
bination against us is more than probable. 

“ The past month has been devoted to strengthening 
Sherpur cantonment, improving the defences of the 
Bala Ilissar, 'wliich the arrival r)f CJeneral C. Gough's 
brigade enabled me to liold; tlie opening out of com¬ 
munications which may prove of great sein ice liereafter ; 
and the collection of eoinmissariat stores, principally 
forage, which the events of IJeeember interrupted. 
Into these matters I propose to go at some length for 
His Excellency’s information. 

“ Although much was accomplished in placing 
Sherpur in a state of defence previous to the Afglian 
attack, much still remained, and this has now been 
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completed. I’he most noticeable im¬ 
provements are the c!oin])letion of the blockhouses on the 
Himaru heights, the construction of a long loop-holed 
wail connecting the native field ho,spital with the Bimaru 
village, and the strengthening of all the works along the 
eastern and northern faces, and at the north-east corner. 

“An esplanade of a depth of 1,000 yards luis been 
cleared all round the position ; the villages, walls, and 
woods which came within this radius have been cleared 
away, and all cover for an attacking force iis far as 
possible destroyed. 

“ 7\. good rnilitary road, suitable for field artillery, 
now encircles the cantonment, and is connected by 
brancli roads with all the gates; whilst the village of 
Deh Afglmn, tlie Aliabad Kotal, and the Kabul River, 
liave all been united witli cantonments. ^iVn excellent 
bridge has been constructed l.jy the 23rd Fioneer.s at n 
point on the Kabul River to the eastward of, and 
well removed from, the city. It is not intended to carry 
guns, tlie sappers and miners being employed upon a 
more massive and permanent pile-bridge a short distance 
down-stream. 

“ Tlie fortified village of Kala Ibrahim, which stands 
about 1.50 yards beyond the river, is being prepared 
tor the reception of a detachment, and will form an 
admirable bridge-head. Tliese works will render 
communication with the Bala Hissar and the Siah 
Sang heights permanentl}'’ siife. For tlie convenience 
of local traffic, and in anticipation of the spring floods, 
another bridge i.s being erected close to the site of the 
old stone bridge under the remains of the walls of Kala 
Muhammad ; but as this road runs for ii considerable 
di.stance within pistol-shot of the city walls, it clearly 
would not do to depend on it alone. 

“A blockhouse and small entrenched camp will be 
provided at the western end of Siah Sang. 'Inese will 
command our direct line of communications with India; 
and with them in existence and the Bala Hissar held, no 
enemy could venture on tlie plain to the east of Kabul. 
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“ The interior defences of the J Jala Ilissar have been 
inucli improved; broad roads have been opened out, 
lateral communications established, and the banquette, 
wliich in many pla(,'es was destroyed, repaired and made 
practicable. Tlie bill above is now being rendered 
ver)'- defensible by a strong blocklioiise on its summit, 
supporting' two smaller posts to the south. 

“ Connection between these posts and the Bala 
Hissar itself is maintained by the old and partially 
ruined w-alls, which form an excellent covered way. 

A magazine is also being eonstmcted in the upper 
Bala Hissar, sufficiently large to contain all the 
ammunition which His Blxcelleney wishes held in 
reserve at Kabul,-- namely, 000 rounds per rifle. 

With the increase of the force by (General C. 
Gough’s Ijrigade and the completion of the improve¬ 
ments above related, 1 anticipate no difficulty in 
liolding both Sherppr and the Bala Hissar, and also 
in preventing the enemy occupying the city, unless the 
townspeople should rise en vianHC against us. 

“ The Commissariat Department, under Major 
Badcock, has worked admirably. Since the ^Sth of 
December 17,712 maurids of bhusa and 2,840 sheep 
liave been purchased and brought in; and, with the 
exception of one or two articles of minor importairee, 
the entire force is provided for for tlie next three 
months. The actual supply of bhusa in .store is 
sufficient for 54 days only, but current expenditure is 
met from current collection, so tliis reserve is intact. 
Several convoys have arrived, bringing almost entirely 
warm clotiling, with some rum and a few hundred 
inaunds of dhal, 

“ There are now at present in Sheiqmr the following 
round,s of ammunition: 


i’er field guii.356 

,, raouiitaii) giin ...... 277 

„ Martini-Henry ..... 386 

„ Snider ....... 357 

„ M.-H. carbine.202 
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A dispensary has been established in . tlie city, 
under the supervision of Surgeon Charles Owen, in 
medical charge of the divisional staff*. It is popular 
amongst the natives, and several of those who w'ere 
w'ounded during the recent operations have attended 
for surgical aid, 

‘‘ At present, having regard to the extent of the 
position which we hold, 1 do not feel it to be advisable 
to move out and take the field, and, apart from tliis, 
the country is covered with snov', and is most difficult 
for man and beast; and, save under exceptional circum¬ 
stances. I should not feel myself justified in incurring 
the inevitable losses, both amongst the troops, their 
followers, and tlie transport animals, that must ensue 
from exposure at this season. 

“As it is most desirable that 1 should be in a 
position to take tfie initiative 
and anticipate the combination 
wliich will probably be organised, 
I trust that tlie troops named 
in the margin and asked for by 
me in tny confidential letter 
No. 1317, dated 13th instant, 
may be despat(;hed so as to arrive at Kabul not later 
than tlie 15th of March. 

“ Should T, meanwhile, be seriously threatened, I 
would, of course, call upon General Bright, c.b., to 
send towards Kabul the movable column at Gandamak, 
and, if necessaiy, that at Jalalabad also ; and as the 
posts en route are now held in strengtli, it is unlikely 
that tlie troops coming up would meet with suff icient 
opposition to prevent their moving rapidly on Kabul 
within five or six days. 

“ Should occasion necessitate the sending' for rein¬ 
forcements, it is tolerably certain the exeiteinent wmiild 
spread more or less along the line of communications; 
it is, therefore, most desirable that transport should 
always be kept up at Peshawfar to enable sufficient 
troops of the reserve division to be pushed up rapidly 


S>omc garrlsoij gunners. 
One Ueiivy (siege) l>M ttery, 
Two regiuKvub! native ni- 
lantry, aiul details sufficient 
to inoke each Inthiitry regi" 
xnent up to 800 strong. 
i\rtillery and CAvairy in 
proportion^ 
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fill tlie places of Cienei-al Bright’s movable 
coliimns.” 

Sir Frederick Roberts then entei'ed into the detail 
of the fortifications proposed for the Bala Ilissar and 
the Sher Darwaza and Asrnai lulls, showing the number 
of men actually required for the defence of each ; the 
number of guns, and where placed ; the quality and 
supply of water; the shelter proposed for commissariat 
stores, troops, followers, and transport animals; the 
supply of fuel, and the position and capacity of proposed 
magazine aecoinmodation, etc., and continued : 

“ XI.—During the late operations the enemy did 
not fail to make use of the fine natural position afforded 
bj" the Siah Sai^g heights, and in order to prevent this 
in future, and also to preserve unmolested commiuii- 
Cfition between Sherpiir and the Bala Hissar, I find it 
adyisal.ile to erect on the south-east corner of these 
heights a small fort, to liold a \s'ing of infantry and 
four heavy guns. iV good road rimnijig from Slierpur 
to the north-east foot of Siah Sang, and thence under 
cover of the fort to the Bala Hissar, is already near 
compfotion. This includes a permanent bridge over 
the Kabul River due south of the south-east (corner 
of Sherpur. 

■‘XTI.- 'To protect this bridge and to flank the 
open countjy to the south of Sherpur, I have placed a 
fort,* known as Kala Ibrahim Khan, in a state of 
defence, and I propose to garrison it with three 
companies of infantr)’. I’hese two forts ^vill effectually 
block the approaches to Kabul from the east, and 
prevent any attack being attempted on the south face 
of tlie Slierpur cantonment. 

“XlII. . The position of Sherpur has already been 

described. The total line of parapet to be defended is 
8,000 yards ; and the garrison at jiresent consists of the 
whole of my force, except General C. Gougli’s brigade 
in the Bala Hissar. 

“XIV. — The defences of Sherpur have been daily 

^ fortified viJIiige. 
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sti-en^^hened, und 1 have no liesitatiori in saying!,* that 
tiiey are now irt a state wliieh precludes the possihility 
of a siiccessful attack on them. 

“XV.- In order to complete the defence of this 
place and to pi’event the enemy from again entering 
the city, it will, however, be necessary to erect a small 
but strong fort on tlie Asmai liill. This will not only 
prevent the above, but would paralyse any attempt 
directed on the west face of the cantonments. 

“ XVI.-—In addition to these measures, I have 
ordered a committee, under tlie jiresidency of Colonel 
,Jenkins, c.re, to consider what part in the defence of 
the city can properly be taken by those of the inhabi¬ 
tants whose self-interest can be relied on to induce 
them to aid us. 1 have not yet received the report, 
but it will doubtless tend to provide furtlier measures 
to prevent the enemy entering the city. 

“ XVII. — Again, a broad gun-road has been made 
outside all round Sherpiu* to tlie Deh Mazang gorge 
and to the Siah Sang ridge, and this, with the roads 
already existing, will enable me to rnove out a force 
of all arm.s in any direction. Moreover, all the forts 
and enclosures within 1,000 yards of the walls of 
Sherpur have been levelled, so that now there is no 
more of that cover fj'om which the enemy were enabled 
to annoy us during tlie late operations, 

“XVIII, — Having’ thus effectually arranged to 
prevent the possibility of an attack on tlie south and 
west faces of Sherpur, it only remains to consider tlie 
north and east fronts. I'he north face of the Biinaru 
ridge is strongly entrenciied, but even were it not so, 
I .should have no anxiety for this .side, the country in 
this dii’cetion being so open that the enemy are to the 
last degree unlikely to attempt to attack it. 

“ XIX. — The east face also cause.s me no anxiety, 
a.s although it was at first the weakest part of our 
position, it is now about the strongest; and in order 
to attack it, the enemy must traverse under oiir eyes 
a large extent of open country, and fatally expose liis 
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line of retreat, wliether he came from Koliistan in 
the north or from Logar or Maidan in the south 
and west. 

“ XX.—The position thus described, though an 
extensive one, comprises the smallest area that would 
secure all requirements of the present time. The force 
under my command is ample for purely defensive 
purposes, but as in the e\ent of another rising of the 
country in anything like the same strength as the last, 

I should be very loth to adhere to a strictly defensive 
attitude, T consider that my force should be increased 
by at least two more regiments of infantry. If this is 
done, and taking into consideration the greater seeiirity 
froni attack of tlie Sherpur position, I should be in a 
position to keep a movable eoluinn always ready to sally 
out and attack the enemy. 

“XXI.~ln regard to the other points in your 
telegi'ani under reply, the number of guns in position 
should be four heavy in the Bala Hissar, and four on 
Siah Sang. 

“ XXII.—The water-supply of Sherpur is good and 
ample, and cannot be cut off; that in the Bala His sai¬ 
ls also ample and safe, and is now being improved. In 
the Siah Sang position, the ordinary supply would come 
from the canal from the I-ogixr River which runs below; 
but as this could be cut off, wells must be dug in the 
low ground below, under cover of the rifles of the fort. 
Tlie .supply of Slier Harwaza and Asmai posts is no 
doubt difficult, but, avrangenicnts, as I have said, will 
be made to store seven days’ supply, and more can be 
taken up on mules. 

“XXIII. — The commissariat stores are at present 
situated witliin the Sherpur cant<imuent.s, and are well 
protected, being surrounded by an entrenchment and 
‘ laager.’ Hereafter they will all be placed in the Bala 
Hissar. ’J’he same remarks apply to the ordnance 
stores, and to the stores of fuel, which latter are ample 
for all requirements, wliile any amount now is easily 
procurable. 
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“ XXIV.—'rhe troops under my command are now 
fully and comfortably housed in Sherpur and tlie liala 
Hissar, as also are the followers. The bulk of the 
transport animals are provided with slvelter in the 
Biniaru village. 

“XXV.-^The amount of ammunition in store and 
in regimental possession at present is as follows : 


Martini-Henry carbine 

. 202 rounds 

per 

carbine. 

Snider carbine, 

. 200 

55 

51 

55 

Martini-Hem'y riHe . 

. 886 

55 

55 

rifle. 

Snider rifle 

. 387 

5? 

55 

55 

gnus 

. 856 

55 

55 

gim. 

7-pr. „ 

. 888 

55 

5? 

55 


“XXVI.—I must now proceed to consider the 
position which should be held when the state of the 
weather will permit of our taking the field. This 
question altogether depends up(jn wliether it would be 
necessary to contitine to hold Sherpur, or whether -we 
should abandon it. I am quite of opinion that even if 
it were necessary to maintain our hold on it, it would 
not be necessary to keep up a full garrison for it, as, 
if another fort like that already existing on tlie east end 
of Bimarii is constructed on the west hill, it would be 
impossible for any enemy to liold the place for a 
minute. However, as it may not be possible to provide 
sufficient shelter elsewliere in time, I request early 
orders wliether Government will require a force to 
remain at Kabul for another winter. 

“XXVII.—Should this step not be contemplated, 
I would propose to abandon Sherpur and draw in tlie 
lines of defences closer round the city. Tiie Bala 
Hissar and the Asmai positions would remain the same, 
and that on Siali Sang would be extended, so its to 
provide space for two battalions of infantry.” 

The result of these eommunication.s was that on 
the 20tli I’’ebruary the proposals of the Commander- 
in-Chief for the operations in the spring which 
have been mentioned {p. 368) were sanctioned by tlie 
Government of India; but the advance of Sir Frederick 
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MOUNTED INFANTRY 

Roberts, ho’wever, to llainian was excluded from tliis 
apjjroval, since it was considered that its necessity on 
political and railitiiry grounds had not yet been 
established. No movements were, however, contem¬ 
plated before April, and the first three months of the 
year at Kabiil were, from a inilitaiy point of vnew, 
uneventful. Tlie measures which had been undeitaken 
for the defence of the positions occupied by the Rritish 
at the capital were puslied on ; arrangeinents were 
completed for sending all invalids to Iiidia in a series 
of convoys, and efforts w^ere made for increasing the 
transport’ with the force, which was still seriously 
deficient. 

On the 12th February some 200 Hazaras from near 
Ghazni, under the leadership of Saiad Muhammad, 
arrived in Kaljiil for tiie purpose of paying their 
respects to General Roberts, 'i'his tribe had been in 
cioiistant conflict with Muhammad Jan near Ghazni, 
and they admitted that they \vere beaten in their first 
fight w'ith him, but reported that they had since got 
the best of it, and a truce between the two parties had 
been agreed upon till the 21st March. 

During February a corps of Mounted Infantry was 
formed by Sir Frederick Roberts at Kabul. For this 
purpose detacliinents of the following strength were 
selected from each infantry regiment in the 1st Division, 
and from the 45th Sikhs: 



British rt'girwtii, 

1 Officer, 
Sergeants, 
Corporal^* 
1 Bugler, 

5S Men. 


Native reg'imenh 

1 British officer, 
1 Native officer, 
S ITavildars, 

3 Naiks, 

1 Bugler, 

53 Men. 


The training and superintendence of the corps were 
placed in the hands of a committee» of which Brigadier- 
General T, D, Baker, c.n,, was the l^resideiit, but the 
efficacy of the ineasure was largely discounted by 
the fact that it was only sanctioned on the under-- 
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stftiiding that no separate establishment of animals 
would be asked for, since it was an importiint element 
in the scheme that it aimed at the utilisation of trans¬ 
port ponies {yabus) when available for the purpose. 
Sir. M. Kennedy, the head of the Commissariat and 
'J’ran.sport Department, therefore pointed out that, 
looking to the great difficulty that existed in equipping 
the forces in the field witli transport necessary for 
their requirements, it could not be anticipated that 
there would be many surplus transport a,nimals 
available for mounted infantry purposes. 

On the 1st March, Brigadier-General Massy, having 
been recalled to India, was succeeded in the command 
of the Cavalry Brigade by Brigadier-General H. H. 
Gough, v.t’., c.Ji. 

On the T3th March the Conimander-in-CIiief directed 
that the force in Ivabul, under I^ieutenant-General Sir 
F. Roberts, .should be formed into two divisions—tlie 
1st Division to be under General Roberts’s immediate 
command, and the 2nd Division under Major-General 
J. Ross, C.B. The whole force, under General Roberts, 
was to be termed The Kabul l^\eld Force” 

Meanwhile there had been important changes in the 
political situation in Afghanistan. On the 9th March 
Muhammad Jan was reported to have gone to Wardak 
to confer with the Mustaiifi. The latter personage, 
Habibulla Khan, bad been Finance Minister to Yakub 
Khan, and after the massacre of the British Envoy he 
was one of tlie officers who were sent by the Amir to 
.^\li Khel to try and delay General Roberts’s advance. 
Along with all the other Afghan ministers, he was put 
under arrest Iry General Rolierts on his arrival in Kabul; 
but the Commission which enquired into the circiiin- 
stances of the massacre found so little against him that 
he was released on security, only, however, to be again 
confined during the attack on Sherpur. His behaviour 
at that time was greatly in liis favour, as he re.sisted all 
the oflTei's of Muhammad Jan, and advised the latter 
to desist from his attempt. After the defeat of the 






NEGOTIATIONS WITH ABDUR RAHMA^ 


^^ghmm he \vas released unconditionally, and showe^ 
liimself anxioms to aid Sir F. Roberts in bringing about 
a settlement of the country, Witli this object lie left 
Shej’pur, in tlie hope of bringing’ in jili the opposing 
chiefs to Slierpiir, to state what their views and inten¬ 
tions were to General Roberts, so that, if possible, some 
peaceful arrangement might be arrived at. 

At tins time the Indian Government was equally 
anxious to retire frotn Kabul in the ensuing autumn, or, 
if possible, earlier, and to withdra w also from Kandiiliar 
as soon as the of the Wall Slier A.li Khan sliould 
be established there, The immediate difficulty was to 
find a strong ruler for Northern Afghanistan, and in 
tliis dilemma the eyes of Kabul politicians were turned 
towards Sardar A bdur Rahman Klian. 

This sardar was the son of Mir Afzal Khan, the 
elde.st son of Dost Muhammad, and consequently the 
nephew of the late Amir Slier AIL Since 1868, when 
he was defeated near Bamian by his cousin Yakub 
Khan, he had resided in Russian territorjq and received 
ii pension from the Russian Government of 25,000 
roubles a year. According to all reports he had saved 
large suni,s out of his pension, and during February 
information reached Kabul that he had with the 
appro\'al of the Russians, crossed the frontier and 
arrived in Badakhshan. He was, by all accounts, an 
able soldier, and he undoubtedly possessed at this period 
more influence than any other chief in Afghanistan. 

On the 15th 31 arch the projiosal to open negotiations 
witli ^\bdur Rahman was approved by llie Seci'etary of 
State. On the 19tli Mr. Lcpel GrifHn, who had been 
appointed Cliief Bolitica] Officer at Kabul, ai-rived at 
that place, and on the 1st April the following letter 
V’as sent to A bdur Rahman at Kunduz; 



Afr. Grilfm to Sardar Abdur Rahman IChan, 
iHt April, 1880. 

“It has become known that you have entered 
Afghanistan, and consequently this letter is sent to you 
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by a eanfideiitial messenger, in order tliat you may 
siibniit to the British officers at Kabul any representa¬ 
tions that you may desire to make to the Britisli 
Government with regard to your object in entering 
Afghanistan.” 

The Miistaiifi was, meanwhile, still absent from 
Kabul, and from time to time sent satisfactory, news of 
his negotiations with the chiefs of Ghazni and the 
W ardak Saiad s to S ir Frederi ck Roberts. Nevertlieless, 
the montli of March closed with disturbing rumours of 
the hostile activity of Muhammad Jan and of other 
Afghan leaders, and much excitement was said to 
prevail in Koh Daman, Maidan, and IjOgar. On the 
4th April it was reported that the Mustaufi was in 
Maidan with Muhammad Jan’s brother, the latter chief 
himself being at Ambu Khak, a village in tlie I^angar 
V'alley, 5^- miles west of Shekhabad. J'he following 
day the Mustaufi arrived at Kabul and stated that 
he had left Muhammad Jan, Muhammad Hasan 
Khan, Executive Governor of Jalalabad, Sardars .1 ahir 
Khan, Alim Khan, and Sarwar Khan, Generals 
Aslani Khan, Ghulam Khan and other leading men 
in Maidan, and that they were willing to attend a 
darbar. After s(jn,ie negotiatioiJS w'ith Mr.^ Ijepel 
Gi’iffiii, tlie ii'Iustaufi again returned to Maidan to 
arrange for the attendance of representative chiefs 
at Kabul on the 18th April In the meantime the 
Chief l*oli,tiea) Officer had made known the proposed 
subdivision of Afghanistan, and the separation of 
Kandiihar from Kabul. This announcement, it appeared, 
gaA'e general dissatisfaction; and on the 11 th April, 
the following document was laid before Mr. I-epel 
Griffin, in anticipation of tlie approaching darbar: 

“We, the undersigned, as representatives of the 
tribes of jVfghanistan, send the following representations 
to the British Government: 


“ 1 . — Friend-ship between the people of Afghani¬ 
stan and the great British Government 
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should be re-establislied as <)f' fornier years, 
iiiasiTiueh as in this miy the interests and 
welfare of both parties w'ould, God willing, 
be secured. 

“ II*—Our King and Ruler should be released and 
restored to his former power; and we the 
tribesmen guarantee that, by the blessing 
of God, he will maintain a lasting and 
sincere friendship towards the British 
Cioveriiment, and tliat both parties will 
hai'e identical interests. 

III.—The British Agent, whoever he may be, 
should be of the Muhammadan religion, 
while all Uritlsli troops should be ■with¬ 
drawn from our country. 

“IV.—The Kingdom of Afghanistan should be 
restoi-ed in its entirety to its King and 
Ruler. In this way it will be able to 
cope with its foreign enemies. 

“V.—The British Government should furnish 
such assistancie to the King and Ruler of 
Afghanistan as it may tliink best for the 
interest of both partie.s. 

“ VI.—Immediate fissistance should be giv^u to the 
Amir, seeing that the eountiy has been 
desolated and nothing of value is left, 
as the Britisli authorities are themselves 
thorouglily aware. 

“We hope that the great British Government w'ill 
grant tliese, tlie expressed wishes of the tribes of 
Afghanistan, as tliey consult the interests of both 
parties. 

“ All of us have come to the British authorities 
to ask tliat we and our Sovereigii may be forgiven; our 
%vishe.s are set forth in the paragi’aphs above.” 

Dated Friday, 2Pth Rabi-ul-iSani, T2i>7 (OM April, 
1880 ). 
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1 . 

3, 

■i. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 


Names Sealed amd 

Muliatmnad Aiam. I 8. 

Miibanimad Jati. 9. 

Miihainmad Sarwar. ' 10. 

Glmlam Ilaidar. ; 11, 

Muhammad Hasan. ; IS. 

Abdul Karim. i IS. 

Muhammad Tahir. ' 


SlfiNBD. 

AMu! Ghafur, 
Shah Muhammad. 
Muhammad Atzal. 
Sultaii Muliaruinad. 
Ijdl Muhammad, 
Ghulam Haidar. 


Sulimaii Khel Ghil/ais .... 

15 in 

number. 

Audar Ghifrais. 

8 


AhiiL'idmi (Suliman Khel) Gliilzais of 
Zurmat.. 

17 


Saiads of Wardalt ..... 

17 


Mixed repr&sentatires from Logar and 
Kharwar ..... 

16 

51 

Ahmadzai (Suliiitan Khel) Ghilzais 

46 

55 

Tajiks . . . . . 

Tajiks of Ghazni ..... 

6 

55 

9 

55 

Mixed representatives from Maidan 

14 

55 

Mangels and Totakhels (,«c) . 

48 

51 

On the ISth April the darbar took place. Fi 


various causes Muhammad Jan, his hrothei*, and Muham¬ 
mad Hasan lihan and tiie leading Diirani chiefs were 
not present, and included few except <^Tliilzai.s and 
repi’e.sentatives of the Saiads of Wardak and the other 
non-Durani tribesmen from Ixigar, Zurmat, and Koli 
JDaman. The darbar was opened by a speech tVoni 
Sir Frederick Robert.s, and the chiefs were then 
addressed by Mr. Lepel Griffin, who, after alluding to 
the absence of some of the more important leaders, 
proceeded as follows: 

“ You have first asked that the former friendsiiip 
between the Government of the Queen-Empres.s of 
Hindustan and the Afghan nation should be restored, 
that Amir Yakub Khan should be released and rein¬ 
stated, and that the British armies should retire from 
Afghanistan. 

“ In reply, I would first remind you that the breach 
in mutual friendship was made by Amir Sher Ali Khan, 
riie British Government not only always desired, and 
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mill desires), friendship with Afghanistan, bnt will not 
appoint any one as Aoiir who does not profess friendship> 
nor will allow him to continue Amir, unless he plainly 
sliows himself the friend of the friends^ of the British 
Government, and the enemy ot its enemies. 

“ l^or this reason the Vicetoy has decided that 
Muhtinimad Yakub Khan shall not return to Afghani¬ 
stan. You know wdiether he observed tlie promises 
that be made to the British Government. You know 
that he rewarded those who had oppo.sed us in the first 
eaiiipaign, while those who had assisted us he turned 
out of their lands and appointments. You liave told 
ine privately that if Yakub be not allowed to return, 
you are willing to accept as Amir any one whom the 
Government may choose to select. 

“ The.se expressions of the wish of a large number of 
respectable maliks will be, at the proper time, laid 
before His Excellency the Viceroy, together with that 
of others who may wish to support the candidature of 
Sardar Wali Muh.amrnad Khan, Sardar Hashim Khan, 
Sardar Musa Jan, Sardar Ayub Khan, or any other 
member of the ruling family who may be approved by 
a large number of the people. The Government has no 
intention of annexing Afghanistan, and will occupy no 
more of it than may be necesscary for the safety of its 
own frontiers. But the Province of Ivandahar will not 
remain united with Kabul, but will be placed iiiider 
the independent rule of a Barakaiai prince, bor the 
iulniinistration of those provinces that remain attached 
to Kabul, the Government is anxious to appoint an 
Amir wdio shall be strong to govern his people, and 
steadfast in his ftieudship to the British. And if i>nly 
these qualifications be secured, the Government is 
willing and anxious to recognise the wish of the . Vfgiian 
people and the tribal chiefs, and to nominate the Amir 
of their choice. But no decision can be given at 
present. You, who have assembled here, represent but 
a .small part of the people, and it is necessary to 
ascertain the \dews and wishes of many others, chiefs 



nnd siirdars who are absent from Kabul But your 
votes in favour of V'akub Khan’s immediate family will 
be remembered and considered if, until the decision of' 
the Goyerampit be given, you absolutely abstain ti-orn 
all hostile action, Otherwise you must not expect that 
tire Government will consider Irim likely to be a friendly 
Amir ydiose friends are its persistent eiiemie.s. 

“ The armies of the Queen-Empress will withdi-aw 
from Afghanistfin vdien the Government con.siders that 
the proper time has come. As they did not enter 
Afghanistan mth your permission, so they will not 
withdraw at your request. When the countiy is again 
peaceful, and when a friendly Amir has been selected, 
the Government has no wish to remain in Afghanistan. 
The army came to Kabul to inflict punishment for the 
murder of its Envoy in time of peace, which some 
of you have called a regretted accident, but which the 
Britisli Government considers an atrocious crime, and it 
will remain until some satisfactorj settlement can be 
made.” 

^I^he Chief Political Officer then alluded to tlie 
intended movements of troops throughout the coimtiy, 
and counselled the sardars to do what they could to 
assist the leaders of these, as tvell as to discountenance 
the perpetration of outrttge,s which could only result in 
the punisliment of those implicated. He declared that 
in its European as well as its Asiatic relations t!ie 
British Government had shown itself the friend and 
protector instead ol the destroyer of Islam; and he 
conckided by stating that such questions as the future 
appointment of a Muhammadan Agent at Kabul must 
be reserved _ for discussion between the \kceroy and 
whatever chief sJiouId eventually be appointed Arnir. 

All this time the supporters of Sardar Abdur 
Hahman Khan w^ere rapidly gaining adherents in 
Aortheni Afghanistan. 1’lie influence of the sardar 
in Afghan Turkistan, of which he was practically 
master, was equally instrumental witli his position in 
tlie Barakzai lamily in furthering his claims. The 


AKDUU RAHMAN’S T.KTTER 

news of his arrival at Kunthiz had created the utmost 
excitcmei\t all over the country, It was said that the 
Jvohistanis were unanimous in their support of liim, and 
an announcement on the part of Abdur Rahinan of his 
ai:)i>roac'hing ^'isit to Kohistan had drawn forth a reply 
from Khoja .Ian, jMir Raclia, and all tlie chiefs of 
Kohistan and Koh Dairuiii, saying that they looked on 
him only as their sovereign, and would give^no support 
to Muhammad .Ian, Musa .Ian, or Yakub Khan. Such 
was the position of parties wlieii, on the 21st April, the 
following letter was received at Kabul: 

Sardar Abdur Rahman Alum io J^ir. Lepcl Grijjm, 
\5tk April, 1880. 
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“ Whereas at this happy time 1 have received your 
kind letter. In a spirit of justice and friendship you 
wrote to enquire what I wished in Afghanistan. _ My 
lioiiourcd friend, the sei'vaiits of the great [RritisJiJ 
Government know well that throughout these twelve 
years of exile in the territories of tlie Emperor of 
Russia, night and day 1 has'e eheiishcd the hope of re 
visiting my native land. VS'hen the late Amir Sher Ali 
Khan M, and there was no one to rule our tribes, I 
proposed to return to iVfghanistan, but it was not fated 
that I should do so]; tlien I went to Tashkend, con¬ 
sequently iVmir Muhammad Yakub Khan, having come 
to terms and made peace w'ith the Uritish Croyernment, 
was appointed Amir of Afghanistan; but since after 
lie bad left you, he listened to the advice of every 
interested [dislionest] person, and raised fools to power, 
until the ignorant men directed the affairs of Afghani¬ 
stan wdiich during the reign of ray griuidfather, wJio 
had eighteen able sons, was so managed that night was 
bright like day, Afghanistan was, in emisequence, dis¬ 
graced before all States, and ruined. Now, therefore, 
that you .seek to learn my }K)pe,s and wishes, they are 
these • That as long as your Empire and tliat of Russia 
exist, my countrymen, the tribes of Afghanistan, should 
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quietly in ease and peace; and tliese two States 
.should find us true and taithfid, jtnd that we should rest 
at peace between them [England and Russia], for iny 
tribesmen are unable to struggle with Empires, and are 
mined by want of commerce; and we hope of your 
fnendship that, sympathising' Avith and assisting the 
people of Afghanistan, you will place them under tlte 
honourable protection of tlie two Powers. This would 
redound to the credit of both, would give peace to 
Aighauistari, and quiet and comfort to God’s people. 

“ This is my wish ; for the rest it is yours to decide.” 

'I'o which the following reply W'as given : 


FVfj/// Mr. lacpel Grijfin to Sardar Ahdur Rahman 
Khan, 30M Apiil, 1880. 

“On the :21st April I received your friendly letter 
from Kunduz, and imderstood its contents, together 
with the messages which you sent by Muhammad 
Sarwar. Both were sulnriitted by telegi'iim for the 
information of His Excellency the Vhceroy and 
Governor-General of India at Simla, and I avn now 
commanded by him to reply to your letter to tlie 
following effect: 

“ The friendly sentiments which yon have expressed 
are cordially reciprocated, and the British Government 
has only one object in its cammunications with you, 
namely, to restore peace to Afghanistan, and friejidiy 
relations between that countiy and itself. For this 
it i.s believed that the time is opportune. An army 
niJirching from Kandahar has just occupied Ghazui, 
and is now pursuing its march to Kabul; while the 
Wardaks, who have opposed the inarcli of a brigade 
.sent fro]n Kabul to co-operate with the Kandahar army, 
have been defeated with heavy loss. The Ilritisli 
Gov'eriiivient docs not desire to annex .(\fghatiistun, 
and will withdraw its armies from Kabul so soon as 
it has established an Amir who is willing to live in 
peace and friend.ship Avith the Goveniment. This you 


m)o 'I’hb: offek to the sardar 

are ready to do, and ccjn.setjucntly tiie Viceroy and 
Ciovernor-General, believing you to be tlie mOvSt capable 
of the Biii'akzai faniily, and most approved by the 
people of Afghanistan, offers yon the Ainirsliip, and 
will assist you to establish yourself and supply your 
immediate wants. 

“ \^'hat you said regarding Russia has been fully 
understood, and the Government appreciates your 
sentiments towards those from whom you have so 
long experieneed hospitality, but on this point no 
difficulty need arise, for, with regard to your future 
relation with Russia, the Government desires nothing 
different from what has already been agreed upon 
between that country and Her Majesty’s Government. 

“ It i.s of great importance for you to take action 
at once; should you accept this friendly offer of the 
Government, you will do well to come to Kabul with¬ 
out delay, where you are assured of honourable 
reception and personal safety. But at no place but 
Kabul can final arrangements be satisfactorily and 
quickly made. 

“ This lettei’, in duplicate, is taken by Wazirzada 
Sardar Muhammad Khan, a trusted official of the 
British Government, who will explain other matters 
by word of mouth, and by Sardar Sher Muhammad 
jvhan, who is well known to you, and who is a well- 
wislier of tlie British Government and of Afghanistan.” 

It is now necessary to leave the account of the 
political negotiations and return to that of the inilitfuy 
movements at the beginning of April. 

On the 17th March the Quartermaster-General 
telegraphed to Sir F. Robei'ts: 

“ At the time of Stewart’s reaching Ghazni your 
movable foi’ce will be disposed as follows: It will 
occupy Surkai Kotal, Shutargardan, and Kuslii; with 
sufficient force at Kushi to liold it, and, if necessary, 
reinforce Stewart at Ghazni. Flease report for Chief’s 
information what dispo.sition of the force you would 
make with this view. Stew'art is ready to start, but 



cjinnot do so until the Bonibiiy troops arrive in sufficient 
strengtii. I will give you more detailed information 
sliortly, but I suppose end of month will see him en 
route, and at Ghazni about twenty-five days later.” 

' Again, on same date: “When your movable force 
takes the field, imd if you only hold the Bala Ilissar 
and Siah Sang with your reduced force, will Sherpur 
be sufficiently under command of these places to prevent 
its being occupied and held by the enemy, or would it 
be necessary to break the walls and otherwise render 
the place untenable ? ” 

To the above, General Roberts replied on the 
20th March: 

“To hold Shutargardan and Surkai Kotal with 
safety, and to be able to meet all gatherings of the 
Ghilzais, not less than one mountain battery and three 
regiments of infantry would be required. The balance 
of the movable column would be available to operate 
in the direction of Ghazni, if necessary. But as affairs 
are now pi’ogressing, 1 think it likely that tlie whole, 
or at least the greater part, of my force will be required 
for political reasons at or near Kabul, and tl^at General 
Stewart will not need any as.sistance at Ghazni. The 
proposed submission of the sardar.s and leading inen 
now at Ghazni will ensure no opposition being offered 
at that place, and will require increased watchfulness 
and strength at Kabul. There i.s, of course, no cer¬ 
tainty what aspect political affairs nay assume about 
the time of General Stewart’s arrival at Ghazni.^ Ihe 
Comnrander-in-Chief shall be kept carefully informed 
of all ptditical changes from day to day, to enable His 
Excellency to consider what the military requirements 
may be.” 

With regard to Sheipur cantonment, General 
Roberts replied on the 20th that tlie only way to 
render Sherpur untenable, without knocking down the 
walls, which would cause great delay, was to hold the 
posts on the Ifimaru heights. Blockhouses bad been 
erected there, and with the aid of a small movable 
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column the position could safely be held; otherwise 
Sherpui would have to be abandoned to tlie enemy, 
which would not only increase tlieir prestige, but would 
give them easy and uninterrupted access to the city. 
Gcineral Roberts pointed out that the retention of 
I Sherpur depended on various circumstances which could 

; not be foreseen, and he therefore submitted that the 

question should be left to him to decide at the time, 
i General Roberts was informed, in reply, that tljc 

Commander'in-Chief considered that Sherpur siiould 
be held as long as possible; but that the point must be 
settled by General Roberts when necessity arose. 

. On the 19th Marcli the 24th Punjab Infantry 

, (Colonel F. M. Norman) and the 4.'ith Sikhs (Colonel 

f B. Armstrong) reached Kabul, in augmentation of the 

force there, followed by the 17th Bengal Cavalry on 
! the 24th and the 27th Punjab Infiintiy (Lieutenant- 

Colonel Hughes) on the 26th March. On the 22nd 
{ large reinforcements of transport animals were received, 

while those with the force mid improved considerably 
in condition as the weather became milder. The Kabul 
Field Force now numbered over twelve thousand men, 
and at the close of the month the infantry w^as formed 
in two divisions, commanded severally by Sir Fiederiok 
Roberts and General Boss, in accordance with the 
Commander-in-Chief’s ordei-s of tlie 13th March (see 
Appendix XVIII.). 

On the 27th Marcli the Cavalry Brigade under 
Brigadier-General Hugh Gough, supported by the 
newly organised Mounted Infiintiy, reconnoitred beyond 
Chahai'Hsia and found the country all quiet. Three days 
later a reconnaissance towards Arghandi showed similar 
tranquillity in that direction. 

Major-General .1. Ross arrived on the 2nd April 
and took over command of tiie 2nd Division, while 
Brigadier-General W. Roberts assumed command of 
the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, on the 8th idem. 
No. 6-8 Battery (screw guns) and the 3rd l^unjab 
Cavalry also arrii'ed from India early in tlie moiitlj. 




098 


ROSS’S COLUMN" 

News iVoTii Siv Ooiiiild Stewfirt sttitecl tliut his ifH'ce 
would vciivh Gluizni on the 21st, muI preparations were 
therefore puslied forward for the rniirch from Kabul of 
a force wliich was to proceed to Siiekhabad to support 
(General S tewart’s advance. Of this force Getiei'al JIo.hs 
was directed to take eomnuind, and its dejuirturc was 
fixed for the I4tli April, but was afterwards postponed 
to tlie lOtli to allow the sardars and inaliks who laid 
atteiided the darbar at Sherpur to return to their 
homes. At lengtli on the morning of the 10th tlie 
column marched from Ivahiil, composed as tollows; 



InfaiitiTj 
2 ,fI 80 rirfes. 


Cftvalry 


Artillery 

British 


Native 


rotli f^iiieers (1 sstjuurlroii)—C^apUiio the Hon, 
I 3rd Ben^ftcavalry--yeutenftnt-Colonel A, IL 1>. 

Mackt*iiKk^ 

L 3rti Fniijab Cavalry (2 t^qnadrons). 

( (J-B, II,A. (4 screw gunss)—Major T, Grahanu 
\ Nn, 4 Ho/Aira Mouutitin Battery—Captain A, 
I Hroiidfoot. 

24)th Foot '(.aloriol W . Daunt. 

^ 33ril Phnit^vrs—Ineui-tniuiit-Golone] fl. (’oliett. 

24 th Punjab iiifentry — Lieutenant-Colonel b* B, 
Norman, 

4tli Gnrkbas^ - Lieutenaii^t.’oiotiei F, F, llowcroft. 
No. 3 Coinpauyj Sappers and Miners— Lien tenant 
ll Dove. 


I'otal strength, 3,960, with four days’ ordinary sup¬ 
plies, and fifteen days’ tea, sugar, and rum | also ten 
days’ tea, sugar, and rum for General ^Stewart’s troops, 
Tice general military situation at this time at Kabul 
and on the line of communications was described at 
length by Sir Frederick Roberts in a report to Ai iiiy 
Head-quarters, dated April the 17th. After noticing 
in detail the strength of the fi'ield Force, etc., the 
General proceeds; 

“On my first arrival at Kabul, and for some time 
afterwards, the passage of troops to and fro between 
Kabul and the Sliutargardan Icept the fertile valley of 
the Logar open, and I then drew, and am still con¬ 
tinuing to draw, thence (but latterly in smaller (pian- 
tities) a considerable portion of the supplies necessary 




SUCCESS OF THE MUSTAUFI 

fof niy force. The disturbances of last J )e<;cmber, the 
expectation tliat tlie festival of NaoroK would be tire 
prelude to further hostilities, the rumoured approach ol' 
.fVbdur Uahinaii, and intrigues in other interests by 
Muhammad Jan—all combined to unsettle the country 
and to paralyse trade; but the steps taken politically 
to break up the Ghazni faction, which no doubt was 
brought about by the mission of the Mustaufl Habi- 
bulla, prevented the anticipated combination at Nuoroz. 
The Mirstaufi has succeeded as well as could be 
expected, but his success was attended with much 
delay and difficulty, owing to the .scattered habitations 
and the conflicting interests of the sardars with whom 
he had to deal; and although the men who accom¬ 
panied him to Slierpur cannot be considered as powerful 
personages, they still form a fairly representative section. 
Of course, there would have been no military obstacle 
to moving out and coercing the refractory sardars, 
but this would have undoubtedly frustrated the very 
objects which the Mustaufl was endeavouring to 
attain.” 

He then adverts to the march of General Boss’s 
division ; after v'hich, turning to the question of com¬ 
missariat, he writes: 

‘• Up to the present no insurmountable difficulties 
have been met with in provisioning the troops, and I 
do not tliink that any such are likely to arise. Certain 
articles must be procured from India, but to these, of 
course, I do not refer. But though 1 see no reason to 
anticipate the occurrence of any greater obstacles than 
have already been successfully overcome, still this very 
important matter is, and must continue to be, a source 
of grave anxiety to any one commanding a large force 
in an enemy’s country; especially a country like 
Afghanistan, where, even in a few days, and with little 
or no previous warning, great pm-ssure may be success¬ 
fully brought to bear against those upon whom we are 
dependent,” (For further details as ]*egurds equipment 
and supply, see Appendix XIX.) 
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#y-7 DEFENSIVE PRECAUTIONS 

pvecsuitiotis,” coiitinuei) Genera,! Roberts, “have 
been neglected tt> strengthen onr position at Kalnil. 

“ All the forts and walled enclosures witliin a radius 
of 1,000 yards from Sherpur have been levelled, with 
the ext'eption of Eala Mustaufi and Kala Xulfikar, at 
the north-west and south-east corners of cantonments 
respectively; these have been retained, as they give 
admirable flanking fire along the faces. 

“ The fort of Ibrahim Khan has been strengthened, 
and forms an excellent bridge-head at the spot wdiere 
a very substantial wmoden bridge (capable of bearing 
heavy artillery) spans the Kabnl River and carries the 
direct road from Sherpur to Siah Sang and Butkhak. 

“On the north-west corner of Siah Sang, and in 
sight of Fort Ibrahim Khan, a tower capable of holding 
twenty men has been constructed ; and this tower again 
is visible from Fort Roberts, a strong work on the 
most western spurs of Siah Sang, which completely 
the city, Riid frtiiii wtiicti the 40 -poviTideis 
and new d’3-inch howitzers can sweep the country in 
any direction. 

“ From here the llala Ilissar is distant not more 
than 1,400 yards, and flag signals can easily be read with 
the naked eye. In the Rala Hissar an inner line of 
defence has been prepared, within w'hicli all our stores 
are collected, and the space between this inner line and 
tlie outer wall on the city side, which was formerly 
a tangled network of houses, has been levelled and 
cleared. Three hundred feet above the Bala Hissar 
stands the Bala Burj, which lias been repaired,^ and 
which is now capable of accommodating twenty rifles ; 
it is practically inaccessible, has a most extensive eom- 
inanci of fire, and is an excellent link between the 
upper Bala Hissar and the Sher Darwaza and the Deh 
Mazang gorge, and lo communicate with the work on 
Asmai. From this point to Asmai a new line of road 
has been constructed, completely avoiding the city and 
Deh Afghan. It crtjsse.s tfie Kabul River near the site 
of the old bridge and enables the garrison of the Asmai 



STATE OF THE TRANSPORT 


to retire upon the Siier Diirwiiza, if it sliouki 
beeotne necessary. On Asiriai is ii fort to aecommoJate 
150 rifles. Tljisefleetually the northern eritriinee 

of tiie l^ch Mazang gorge, and as long ns tliis fort and 
the works on Sher Darwaza are in onr possession, the 
oeeupation of the city by an etiemy is impossible. 

“ On Rimani ten blockhouses have been eonstrncted, 
in addition to a si nail tort on the eastern end, and 
another small one in liimaru village. Various other 
military precautions have been takeii, such as abattis, 
scarping where needful, entanglements, clearing the 
front of all cover, etc, ; wliilst care has been taken tJiat 
each post is I'isible to its neighbour, and that tliey give 
nnitual flanking defence. 'I'lie position may now lie 
said to be us strong as the means and time at iiiy 
disposal admit of its being made,” 

The despatch further deals with the arrangements 
made by the (fenerai in case of attack and with the 
working of the various departments, including transport, 
with regard to %vhic;h he i-eports : 

“ 7’he present state of the transport is as follows; 
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Sick. 

TotiJ, 

Cliiinel^ . 

. 1,708 

19(j 

1,904 

Yabihs 

. 1,625 

439 

2,064 

Mules and ponies 

. 5.540 

902 

6,442 

Bullock.s » 

. 745) 

87 

H86 


Sickness is almost entirely due to sore-backs and intinge, 
the former being in a Ia.rge majority. Convoys from 
below amv'e, as a rule, in good order; but the anituals 
which come with regiments or tlrafts almost invariably 
contribute largely to the number of sore-backs in 
hospital.” 

Finally, Sir Frederick Roberts goes on to describe 
the events which had occurred on the Kliybei' line, and 
wliich will be dealt with in a future chapter. 

General Ross’s force, which left Kabul on the Kith 
jVpril, camped that night at Kala Kazi, being accom¬ 
panied so far by Sir P'’rederick Roberts. Thence it 
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marched by Arghaiidi to ]Maidaii, where a two days’ 
halt was >Tia<le. Reports V'ere received of a hostile 
force coming from IjOgar, hut no definite inforination 
could be obtained by reconnoitring parties; the people 
of the country, liowever, refused tt) bring in supplies, 
and a foraging party sent out on the t9th, under 
Lieutenant 'W. G. Stragban, U-Oth Foot, was opposed 
by some 500 men, supposed to be under Hahadur 
I'Lban. Ih'igadier-General Charles (iough proceeded to 
Lieutenant Straghan’s support, but when he arrived it 
was too late in the day to take any aetive measures. 
On the same aftei’iioon a reconnaissance party of eight 
soM'ars, !ird I’unjab Cavalry, under Captain tire Hon, 
C. Dutton, A.U.M.G., was fired on near the Sated Khak. 
Kotal: one sowar was badly wounded and two horses shot.- 

'I'o inflict punishment for these outrages two columns* 
were sent out from tire force on the 20th, commanded 
respeetively by Hrigadier-(General Charles Gougti and 
Colonel F. R. Norman. The towers of tiie offending 
r'illages were blown up and supplies collected from 
each, and the columns returired to camp without being 
molested, 

(Jn the 21st General Ross marched to Kala Durani, 
and on the 22nd to Top (or Sar-i-Top); shots were 
fired at the column from the neighbouring hills on botJi 
days, but without causing any casualties. While on 
the rnarcli to Top a heliogi'aplhc liglit was seen on 
tire Sher Dahan, in the direction of (iliazni, a kotal 
8,800 feet in height, and the highest spot on the road 
fjetween Kabul and Kandahar, ’fhis turned out to he 
from the signallers of Sir Donald Stewart’s Fielrl 
h'orce. Communication was at once esbrblished, and 
new.s received of the deci.sive victory at Ahmad Kliel, 
This intelligence was sent back to Kabul by special 
messengers, where the amiounceinent had a most 
beneficial effect in quieting existing uncertainty and 
excitement. A salute of thirty-one guns was fired 
from the upper Bala tiissar on tlie following morning 
in honour of the victory. 
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S98 EN ROUTE TO CU AHA RASTA 

From Top Generill Ross’s force inarched toSaidabad, 
where it halted and established regular communication 
with Sir I^onald Stewart. Bodies of armed Afghans 
were severjil times observed on tlie surrounding hills, 
but they iilways witlidrew without attempting hostili¬ 
ties when threatened by the British force. Recon¬ 
noitring parties were sent out from camp on the 24th, 
one over the Zamburak Rass towards the IjOgar Valley 
round by the Tangi Wardak and back by Shekhafaad ; 
a .second up tiie Ghazni road, and a third across the 
hills west of tlie camp. 

Meanwhile, on the 20th April, the following force 
luid marched frojn Kabul towards Chaharasia, under 
the command (>f Colonel F. II, Jenkins, c.ii., with a 
view to keeping in check the people of Logar, who 
were said to be assembling under Muhammad Hasan 
Khan, e.r-Governor of Jalalabad, imd were threatening 
tlie real' of General Ross’s force: 



Coloiitsl c-it. 


C'avariry . of CruiileSj 2 isquiidroiiii—Lieu- 

teiJAiit-Coloncl (L Stewart* 
Artillery. F-A,^ (2 gium)™yeutei]aut 

J. H, VV^odelifJiisp. 

f 92Rd fliglilandori^ (whig), 2{j(i riiles— 
liifiiutry . J ^ Mujura 3. U’hjte. 

^ \ C'orpBRt Guides. GtH) rife—LiHiitenaut- 

{ Clolonel a. B. P, R CampUcll, 

f 8G0 riJle.s. 

I’otal . -j 2o0 sabres. 

I 2 gmis. 


The encamped on the 20th at Beni Hissar 

and marched tor Cliahara,sia on tlie following morning; 
here it encamped between the Chaharasia hamlets and 
Cliihil Dukhtaran, where news was brouglit to Colonel 
Jenkins that Miitiammad Hasan Khan had started with 
2>0()()^ men to attack Cleneral Ross.^ but on bearing of 
his (Colonel Jenkins’s) march, he had returned and was 
then at Muhammad Agha or Kuti Khel, two villages 
on the Logar road, 12 miles ahead of the column. 

On the 22nd the force remained halted at Chihil 
Hiikhtaran* Further intelligence was received of 



AFGHANS THREATENING SW 

Muhammad Hay nil's gathenng, and ii picquet of the 
Afghuny was discerned on a high hill aliout a mile 
south-east* At 2 a*m* on the 25th Colonel Jenkins 
received warning tliat tlie enemy intended to attack 
him at dawn* T)iis intelligence was at once despatched 
to Sherpnr and preparations were made for meeting the 
attack* To tJie left and left front of the camp, and 
distant from 1,800 to 1,500 yards, w^ere ranges of rocky 
hills, spurs of which ran down to the Logar road, 1,200 
yards from the camp ftont* On the right and riglit 
rear, 1,200 to 1,800 yards away, were the hamlets of 
Clmhanisia wdth their gardens and enclosures. 

A party of Guides Cavalry wa.s sent to reconnoitre 
down the Gogiir road, whicli ran due south from the 
camp past the spurs described above, and as day broke 
this party was seen retiring slowly before an advaneiiig 
body of Afghans, while similar hostile forces w^ere 
descried threatening both liglit and left Hanks* 

t'olonel Jenkins at once ordered the tents to be 
struck and the baggage to be pai'ked under shelter of 
a small detached hill in rear (north) of the camp, half 
ii company of the 92iid and a company of the Guides 
being told off as baggage guard* 

J'wo small fortified villages protecting the right and 
riglit rear of the camp were also occupied by detach¬ 
ments of the Guides Infantry, while a troop of the 
Guide.s Cavalry under I lieutenant G* K* Daly was 
sheltered behind the western of these. 

Tlie right centre, centre, and left of the position 
w^ere held respectively by two companies of the Guides 
iiiuler Cap lain Rattye, two companie.s of tl ie Q2nd 
under Major White, and two other companies of the 
Guides under Captain A. G* Hammond* The two 
guns of F-A were brought into action from their 
position in camp, and opened fire at about 5.15 a*m* on 
the enemy on the ridges* The latter seemed at first 
to number about 3,000 men, but they w^ere further 
reinforced during the day* I'iiey speedily commenced 
a brisk tire on the Kritish force* using Martini, Snider, 


400 SUPPORT FROM MACPHERSON 

and Enfield rifles; but though in the course of the 
morning their standards were brought up to within 
200 yards of our position, they could not be induced 
by their leaders to attempt an efleetive charge. 

As soon as the sun got high enough, Colonel 
•Jenkins sent a iieliograph message to Kabul announcing 
that lie was attacked ; in answer to which he was 
informed that reinforcements had already started to 
his support under (TCneral H. T. Maepherson. In 
iintieipation, therefore, of their arrival, the llritish force 
retained its original position unaltered, with the exception 
of the witlulrawal of tlie guns to a less exposed spot 
about 400 yards in rear, 

Brigadier-General Maepherson had letl Sherpur at 
0 a.m., with the following force: 

^3^d Punjab C'aviilry squsidroji)—Lie r tenant L. H. 

Bwrker 85 iwibrcfi, 

5-8, R.A, (screw British moimtain battery)— 

Lieutenant A. F, Liddell . , • . ^ ^ guns, 

No» Si Mountain Battery (Oemjfit), Native—Major 

G, Swinley 2 ,, 

B‘2nd Highlanders {other wiii^)—Lientonant-Colonel 

G* Parker 2/8 rifles | 

45th Sikhs—Ideuteuant-C'oloiiel h\ M. Armstrong . 56.5 ,, > 

2nd GurlchaS'—CajJtiiin W, Hill - . . . T29 „ J 

His orders were to relieve Cfolonel Jenkins’s force 
and to bring it back to Sherpur, after driving off the 
enemy. 

Having left, two companies of the f.^tli Sikhs to 
hold the Sang-i-Nawishta Pass, wliiclt commands the 
road to Kabul, General Maepherson pressed on, and 
arriving at the scene of action, his first order was to 
send the baggage back to Sherpur, so as to free tiie 
remainder of the for{;e for action. He then prepared 
to attack the left wing of the enemy’s semicircle, which 
occupied the walled garden.s, vineyards and orchards 
near the villages of Chaharasia; while, at Colonel 
Jenkins’s suggestion, three corapanit^s of the 43th were 
ordered to reinforce the British left, so as to allow of a 
forward mo\'einent at that point also. 
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COMPLETE SUCCESS 

On the riglit tiie four mountain guns under Major 
Swinley came into action some 000 yards in rear of a 
line of skirmishers composed of the wing 92nd High¬ 
landers and detachment 2nd Gurkiias, who advanced 
steadily towards a mound and a walled orchard occupied 
by tlie enemy. From these points the Afghans were 
quickly driven, and they were soon streaming o^'er the 
hills in rear pursued by General Macpherson’s infantry 
and by the fire of the four British and native mountain 
guns, which were advanced as the enemy retreated. 
'I'lie line of advance was over heavy ground, terraced 
fields, and walled villages and orchards, among wiiich 
the enemy’s shindards were dotted in considerable 
mimbers ; one of these was captured with gi*eat deter¬ 
mination and dash by the 2nd Gurkhas, and its loss was 
the signal for a general retreat on tlie part of tlie 
Afghans. 

^^cantime, about 8 p.m., as soon as the three 
companies of the 4.5th Sikhs had come up on the left 
of Colonel Jenkins’s fighting line, a general advance 
took place of the British left and centre, Captain 
Hammond’s companies of the Guides, supported by 
the 4.5tli Siklis, advancing over the south-eastern 
lieights without a check. The resistance met with 
was not protracted, and only a few fanatics stood 
their ground until bayoneted or shot as the British 
advanced. 

The head-quarters wing of the 92nd, the 2nd 
Cfurkhas, and detachment of the 45th Sikhs cleared 
all the hills to the south and east, until not a man was 
visible, and the (Guides Cavalry and the Horse Artillery 
continued the pursuit for 4 miles. The pursuers then 
made a (UHottr and returned by Chihil Dukhtaran to 
the original site of Colonel Jenkins’s camp. Here the 
viJiole force was assembled at 4 p.m. and marched 
for Sherpur under General Macpherson’s orders, ’flic 
catitonment was reached at about 8 p.m. 

Brigadier-General Maephereon estimated the Afghan 
loss on this occasion at 200 in killed alone, while native 
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GENERAT. ROSS’S MOVEMENT 

reports made it 2.';o. The British loss was 4 killed and 
34 wounded. 

'J’o return to General Ross’s movement to meet 
General Stewart’s force. 

On the 25th April part of General Ros.s’s force was 
engaged with the Afghans near Shekhahad. News 
having been received of a large hostile gathering under 
Abdul Ghafur of the Eangar Valley and Akhta Huland 
r)f Rustam Khel in the easteiai Maidan X^allcy, General 
Ross determined to send out two parties, one to pj-oceed 
direct against the enemy occupying the ridges north- 
wr?st of camp, and the otiier to go xri/i the Shekha1)a{l 
road and attack tlie left of the enemy’.s position, so soon 
as the direct attack had developed itself. 

Roth coin in as left camp at about 11 a.m. I’he first 
was composed of: 

f 3rd Beiii^al Cuv^tilry - (J troop, 40 sabres) — Major 

G, VV^ Willock. 

11 aKnra Mountain Battoiy ((.’oiitre division, 2 pruns) -- 

I.rieuteiiant H. M, Soiid- 
bacU. 

24^th Foot , . . (2 conipaaiesj 3 officers, 1 23 

meii) C^aptaiii (7. M. 
StAuklry- 

4th Gorklias , , , (VViii^, -3 Britkh ofUcars, 5 

iintive officers, 272 men)' 
Major J. Elay- 


lender Lieutenant- 
(?olonol F, 


GurkliiiS. 


4Bi 


'I'he second party was as follows : 

' 3rd i'uujaU < ’avalry 
24th Punjab Infantry 


Uuder Major B. A, 

(jombe,o. 


* (,J troop, 1 native officer, 25 

sabres), 

* (3 oomjwniieB, 2 Uiiti^^b 

oiMcors, 3 native <ifficers, 
13 iiavildarSj 1(JB riJlos)— 
Captain P, H, VVailerf^teiii, 


Eieutenant-Colonel Rowcroft’s force proceeded 
towards tlte hills to tlie north-west of the camp to 
dislodge and drive off’ the enemy, who had occupied in 
force several vei-y commanding positions on different 
crests and ridges of the liiils. 

This duty he effected with a loss of only one killed 
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[• wounded, and at p.in. he returned to 
caiuj). MeanwJiile Major Combe’s detaclinieiit, having' 
advanced up the Shekhabad road, found the enemy 
occupjdng a ridge parallel to, and about 2 miles to the 
left (west) of the British iidvance. l^'roni this position 
they ■^\"ere drir'en without dillieulty iind without any loss 
by the British. 

Whilst the above operations were proceeding, Major- 
General Hills and several other officers, witli an escort 
of the !ird Punjab Cavalry, rode over to Sir Donald 
Stewart’s camp at Shashgao,and tlius established personal 
eomiminication with the Gha/.ni Field Force. 

On the following morning (2Gth April) the sig¬ 
nallers above General Boss’s camp I'eported that tire 
enemy were again assembling on the neighbouring 
lieights; Brigadier-General C. Gough w'as accordingly 
sent out with a column composed of tw'o guns each r>f 
G-8, Boyal Artillery, and the Hazara Mountain Battery, 
a wing each of 2-9th P'oot and the 2.‘b*d Pioneers; 
another division of the Hazara Mountain Battery under 
Lieutenant E. C. Wace also took part in the affiiir 
from the “signal hill,” west of the camp. The combined 
fire of the guns soon caused the Afghans to retire 
from the position which they had taken up, and they 
were hotly pursued by the infantiy, who advanced 
without opposition for a considerable distance. The 
detachment returned to camp at .'5,fit) p.m. 

L)n the 28th April General Ross’s division moved 
from Saida bad to Shekhabad, and was joined here 
by f!-n. Royal Artillery, the heavy battery drawn by 
bullocks w^hich liad accompanied the Ghazni Field Force 
I'roin Kandahar. The next day Lieutenant-General 
Sir Donald Stewart, with some of his staff, himself 
joined General Ro.s.s and the division marched to Top, 
a^ column having been sent under Brigadier-General 
C. Gough to visit Langar, to inflict punisliment for the 
attacks lately made, in which expedition no opposition 
ivjis encountered. From 'I'op the foi'ce continued its 
return march towards Kabul by ^vay of Kala Duran i 
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LORD HI PON VICE HOY 

and Argliaiidi, at which place Sir Donald Stewart was 
met by Sir Frederick Roberts. 

I’he division marched into Kabul on the 2nd May. 

On the same day Sir Donald Stewart took over the 
supreme command of the Northern Afghanistan Field 
Force (see p. 410.5). 

AYliile these events had been occurring in Afghani- 
stiin, I,ord Heaconstield’s Administration in Pingland 
liad come to aji end, and the 20th April saw the 
annoimeement of the appoiiitinent of tlie Manpiis of 
Kipon to be Viceroy of India in succession to Ijord 
Ijytton, while tlie IManpiis of Hartiiigton assumed the 
office of Secretary of State for India, 




CHAPTER Xlll 




OI>KHATION-S Of-’ THE NOIITHERN AFGIIANMS'I'AN FJIDIJ) 
FORCE}, [JHDER SIR DONALD BTEIVVAIIT, FROM MAY TO 
SERTEMBER, 1880, 

I'uE month of May found the country in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Kabul fairly quiet and settled, but it 
was evident that where the actual presence of our 
armies had not been felt no influence or authority had 
been established by the British. The monarchy of 
Slier Ali had given place to a state of anareliy, in which 
the rival chiefs recognised no authority but their own. 
The one point of agreement amongst them, however, 
was their desire to rid thenuselves, as speedily as possible, 
of the presence of the invading troops, and the events of 
the past few months having shown conclusively that this 
object could not be effected by force, they were willing 
to unite iii furthering the negotiations which sliould 
again establish a Barakzai prince on the throne, and thus 
supply an alternative government to that of the Britisii 
generals. 

These negotiations meanwliile proceeded slowly. 
Further letters were received from Sardar Abdur 
Rahman on the 10th May and Slth June, couched in 
friendly terms; but he appeared to hesitate to visit 
Kabul in person, and accordingly, in lettere dated the Utli 
and 1.5th June, Mr. Griffin strongly urged him to lose 
tune in concluding final terms of friend.ship witli 
the Rritisli and in using his influence to bring about a 
settlement with the Afghan leaders. The prolongation 
or the negotiations increased the existing feeling of 
unrest and excitement, which was further augmented 
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40(i CONCENTRATION NEAR KABUL 

as Abdur Rahman appi’oa(;hed Kabul. This reslJessness 
sliowed itself in the neighbourhood of the capital by 
frequent attacks on picquets, and by difficulty in 
collecting supplies from the country people. It wa.s 
detcmiined, therefore, in tiie latter part of June, to 
concentrate the British forces in the neighbourhood of 
Kabul. A month earlier various movements of troops 
had taken place, partly to relieve the strain on the 
Commissariat Department at Kabul and partly to 
protect adherents who were in danger of being coerced 
by the recalcitrant factions. J’hus oii the Stli May the 
following force, under the immediate command of 
Brigadier-General T. D. Baker and accompanied by 
Ijiciitenant-General Sir F. Roberts, proceeded to 
Chaharasia in the Logar V’^alley : 



Nos, 5 aird 7 CompJiiiies^ BtRigiii Sappers itrid Miiiena^ 
7 2 1 J d II f j^lilauders, 


7 21 J d 11 f j^lilauders, 

5th Gurlrloiff, 

5tii (hitjjidj Infantry. 



X’’rom Chaharasia the column moved along the 
I..ogfir Valley to Zahidabad and Deh-i-Nao, whence a 
party was despatched some seven miles east on the 15th 
to de.stroy a fort belonging to the Ghilzai chief 
Padsliah Khan, who had become recalcitrant now that 
he was no longer in a position to profit by the political 
situation in iVfghimistan; thence it marched to the 
neighbourhood of Ilisanik, but keeping to the right 
bank of the IjOgar River, and here, on the 17th May, it 
was bill a mile luid a Iialf bom the camp of the 3rd 
DiUsion (late Ghazni Field Force), on the opposite 
bank. On tlie 20tii May the brigade turned westwinds 
to Raraki Raj an, Amir Kala, and Sliekhabad : thence 
northwards to the vicinity of the Kotai-i-’'l’akht, From 
the latter place, Sir F. Robei'ts, taking with him the 




four guns of 0-8, Royal Artillery, 1 troop of the 9th 
Liuicers, No. 5 Company of Sappers, and 'I coinpaiiies 
of the 2nd Gurklias, returned to Kabul by way of 
Kala Haidar Khan, and reached the capital on the 29 th 
May. Anotlier detachment under lieutenant-Colonel 
,J. \V. McQueen, c.B., composed of 0 companies 2ud 
Gurkhas, and the 5th Punjab Infantry, returned to 
Kabul by the Chardeh Valley. I’he rest of General 
Baker’s Ijrigade remained in camp in Maidan until the 
0th June, being rejoined meanwhile by 2 guns of 0-8, 
Royal Artillery. On that date it inarched for Ksibid, 
where it arrived on the following day, and encamped 
between the Bimaru hills and the lake. 

Meanwhile Major-General James Hills, c.i!., v.c., 
was appointed to command the 8rd Division, North 
Afghanistan Field Force, in Logar, and joined the 
di\ision on the 14th May. It was encamped at the 
timt-! at Hisarak, with one brigade {General Barter’s) 
at Kala-i-Jabir.' On tlie 19th May General Hills with 
his head-quarters joined the latter brigade, llrigadier- 
Cfeneral Hughes still remaining at Hisarak. On tiie 
31st the divisional head-quarters, Cavalry Brigade, 
and 1st (Barter’s) Infantry Brigade moved to Deh-i- 
Moghalan on the left bank of tlie river wliere it turns 
sharply northwards. Here, in consequence of the 
unsettled .state of the surrounding country and the 
possibility of a hostile demonstration against the British, 
General Hills constructed a series of defences against 
night attacks, cutting the .standing crops round tlie 
perimeter of the camp, erecting sangars on tlie neigh¬ 
bouring heights, demolishing two fortified villages which 
had harboured the enemy, and rendering the position 
of the division as impregnable as po.ssible. It was 
evident that there was a great deal of ill-feeling against 
the British in the district; the sentries and picquets 
were fired on night after night; difficult)'’ was ex¬ 
perienced in collecting supplies, and all information 
tended to show that hut little provocation was required 

^ Not on UlHp, 
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GOUGH’S BRIGADE 


t() arouse a considerable outburst of hostility in the 
valley. 

On the 18th June the 3rd Division left Logar, 
marched towai-ds the capital, and encamped on the 2t)tli 
at Chaharasiii, sending in a convoy of sick and the 
ordnance field park which was not required to Kabul, 

Meanwhile, a few days earlier, on tlie 14th June, 
a brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General Charles 
Gough, nioved out of Sherpur and encamped at 
Wazirabad, preparatory to marching into the Paghinan 
Valley. It was composed of the following troops: 


3rd Bengal Cavalry 
Ha!:ai'a Mountain Battery 
2-9thPoot .... 
4th Gurkhas 
24th Punjab Infantiy . 

No. 2 Company, Bengal Sappers 


451 sabres. 

690 rifles. 
639 „ 
628 „ 
102 „ 


On tire 18th this brigade encamped in the Begtut 
Valley, a fertile locality at the foot of the Paghinan 
range, about 4 miles from Kala Ghulain Haidar, and 
so situated that a force placed there could prevent the 
movement of bodies of men lietween Maidan and 
Kohistan. 

Here, on the 20th June, new.s was received that 
there wuis a gathering of g'/tazis in Maidan, and the 
bi'igadier accordingly sent out a detachment consisting 
of 1 squadron of tlie 3rd Bengal Ca^■alry, 2 companies 
of the 9th Foot, and 4 of the 24th Punjab Infantry 
under Colonel F, B. Norman, to ascertain the state of 
affairs. 'Phis party reconnoitred ii.s far as the Kotal-i- 
Safed Khak and encountered a considerable body of 
tribesmen, but the latter fell back without offering any 
serious resisteiice, and only a few shots were exchanged. 
C’olonel Norman’s detachment rejoined the brigade the 
same evening. 

The next day (21st June), (iough’s brigade nioved 
to a iiigli and commanding ridge in Paghman, where it 
was reinforced by the 3rd Punjab Cavalry; thence on 
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the 24th it rnarched in two columni; by the Siiih Hini 
]v!otal and tlie Surkh Kotal to Karez Mir. On the 
latter date the camp wais visited by Sir Frederick 
Itoberts, who made a reconnaissance toward.s Kala 
Murad Beg, returning to Sherpur by the Kara 
Dushinao Pass, and the Pai Minar Kotal. 

Meanwiiile the 3rd Division under General Hills 
remained at Chaliarasia till the 26th June, when the 
increasing scarcity of supplies in tlie neighbourhood of 
Kabul necessitated the return of the division to the 
Logar Valley. This movement wsis the signal for the 
hasty break-up of the turbulent bands which had 
assembled in Logar on the departure of the British; 
but considerable parties of Afghans were reported to 
be stiU hanging about in the neighbourhood, at Patkao 
Shahana, Hisarak, and other villages. Of these the 
force at the first-named place was said to number 1,000 
or 1,500 tribesmen from Xurmat who were awaiting 
reinforcements from Muhammad Jan. In consequence 
of intelligence to this effect tlie iMajor-General directed 
Brigadier-General Palliser to proceed with his cavalry 
brigade towards Patkao Shahana and Hisarak, and to 
ascertain whether any hostile gathering w^as present at 
either place or in the neighbourhood. 

Accordingly, at 3.30 a.m. on the 1st July, Brigadier- 
General Palliser marched with tlie following force ; 

1st Pmijiib C'aviilryj 231 aiibres (LieuteDBiit-Colonel C. S* Muelean), 

2nd (Colonel T* G. Kennedy), 

lt)tli Bengiil LiineerSj 138 lauces (Colonel F, Yorke). 

General Palliser’s first object was to turn the river- 
flank of Patkao Shahana so as to cut off’ retreat thence 
towards the neighbouring enclosed country, where the 
action of cavalry woidd be hampered. On the w'ay the 
news of a hostile gathering near Patkao Shahana was 
confirmed, and when within 2^ miles of the low range 
of hills which eoneenletl the village, a few horsemen 
wxi'e observed towards the left front, watching tlie 
advance of the brigade. The direction of the marcii 







was thereiipori changed, and the column headed towards 
this point, General ralliser hoping that, tiom the top 
of a ridge in front, he would be able to look down on 
l^atkao Shahana anti the lower levels adjacent; but 
instead of this he found a succession of undulating 
heights over which the scouts advanced for itbout a 
mile, while the main body of the brigade halted at tlie 
foot of the first ascent. 

At length from the farthest crest the village of 
Ibitkao Shahana was visible to the right front, and to 
the left front the enemy could he seen in compact order 
but ill full retreat towards the Altimur Pass; about 
2 miles away a separate body of infantry was observed, 
estimated at 1,000, with a few scattered horsemen. The 
Brigadier now checked the advance of the scouts and 
ordered up the main body of the brigade, leaving a 
s(|uadron of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 52 sabres, to 
ivateh Patkao Sliahana and to summon the matiks of 
that village. Then, concealed under cover of the 
ravines, he took ground to the left so as to get as near 
to the enemy as po.ssible, and finally followed in direct 
pursuit with squadrons 19th Bengal I^ancers and 
2 srpiadrons 1st Punjab Cavalry in the first line, 
supported by 1 squiulron 1st Punjab Cavalry and 
1 squad ran 2nd Punjab Cavalry under Colonel 
Kennedy. 

Owing to the difficulty of the gi’ound it was some 
time before tlie brigade came in contact with the 
retreating enemy, who by this time were much 
st;attered. The Afghairs fought desperately when 
brought to bay; Captain Seymour Barrow, 10th Bengal 
Lancers, galloper to Cieneral PalUser, was severely 
wounded on the bridle hand and right forearm, and 
altogether the casualties were considerably more, in 
proportion to the numbers engaged, than is usual in 
combats witli Afghans, the totals being three men and 
eight horses killed, twenty-nine men and twenty-five 
horses ’w'oimded. 

The pursuit w'us continued for a space of two hours. 



and extended over 7 or 8 miles from Patkao Shalunui 
to within a few miles of the jVitinuir Pass near the 
village of Oiiclia Khan, The enemy were so niucli 
disorganised and scattered that tire supporting squadrons 
were engaged as much as those in front. 

i\t length at 9 a.in., seeing that the country became 
more I’ugged as the mountains were approached, and as 
the horses were getting tired and footsore. General 
Palliser collected his squadrons and retired, carrying off 
the killed on hoi’ses, and those .severely wounded on im¬ 
provised litters made with and lances; the whole 

force then returned to Patkao Shahana, which plac^e was 
reached by noon. Here the hor-ses were watered and fed, 
and after a halt of two Irours the march back to Zargan 
Shahar was commenced. Camp was reached at 6.80 p.rn., 
tire brigade having covered about 40 miles in the course 
of the day. 

The enemy in this affair numbered about 1,500 
infantry, chiefly Ghikais of the Zurmat district. 'Phey 
left fully 200 on the Held, and, but for the imtavourable 
nature of the ground, their losses would have been 
much heavier. Their dispersal had a most excellent 
effect in the district: the hostile combination against 
the British was entirely broken up, and I mgar was once 
more freed from the presence of the ghazis ; more than 
this, it deterred Muhammad Jan from joining the 
gathering, which he was on the point of doing when tlie 
action took place. 

The montli of July passed iineventfuUy. Gough’s 
brigade in Koh-i-Daman remained at Karez Mir till 
the 12th, when it marched about 4 miles north-east to 
thence on the 14th to the neighbourhood 
of Zimma. On the 26th it returned to Kara Dushman, 
south of Mama Khatim Kotai, I f miles from Kabul, 
and on the 29th to Kala Haji. No changes took place 
in the brigade except the exchatige of the 2-9th Foot 
for the 67th Foot from Sherpur on the 21st. The latter 
regiment had been ratlier sickly and the change was 
carried out for their benefit. 
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The Srd Division, tiieaiiwhile, remained in camp in 
IjOgar, nor did any movements occur in the division 
except ttie itiarcli, on tlie X3tli July, of the 19th Bengal 
Dancc:rs, one sqiiadi’on of the 1st Punjab Cavahy, and 
the 15th Sikhs to Kabul, the first regiment for duty at 
Field J'orce head-quarters, in relief of the 17th Bengal 
Oavalry, ■which was returning to India, the'remaining 
troops on escort duty. The march of this detachment, 
ivith the convoy under its charge, was covered by the 
movement of Genera] R. Baiter’s (1st) Brigade from the 
main camp of the division at Zargan Shahar to Saiada- 
bad. There the brigade remained till the end of the 
month, the remainder of the Srd Division moving, on the 
28th July, from Zargan Shahar to Mirza Kliel. 

From Kabul, on the 9tli July, the following force 
under Brigadier-Creneral Rlacplierson moved out to 
Abdul Ghafur in the Cliardeh 1’alley, about 6 miles from 
Sherpur: 

9th Diiicei-s (1 squadron), 

Xo. S Moiiiitaui Battery (4 guns). 

92nd Highlftiidw's, 

28th Punjab Infantry. 

4'5th SikVis, 

1 Company, Bengal Sappei-s. 

'i’hese troops were to remain tiiere some little time, 
as their presence was intended to act as a cheek upon 
the movements of the gathering whicli, with fluctuating 
strength, still existed in Maidan ; whilst they were also 
within easy distance of General Goiigli’s brigade, whieli 
had moved to Sofian, B miles south of Baba Kiihkar. 

At Head -quarters preparations were in train for the 
withdrawal of the troops from Afghanistan by way of 
the Khyber ; ‘ arrangements (which were subsequently 
stopped) were made for the destruction of the defences 
about Kabul and Sherpur; all sick and weakly men 

* llie original iiitentioji of withdrawing part of the force vid the Rurram 
Valley wiim eveDtnatly dkHcardedj owing jiartly to the necessity of desjMitching 
a large foi'ce frooi Kabul to Kandaharj und partly to tlio desirability of using 
tiio most direct route in order speedily to leave Northern Afgliaui>stan U> the 
now Amir, 
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from the three divisions, ns well as excess of camp 
followers, were collected at Shcrpur and marched tor 
India on the 28th and 29th July; schemes were prepared 
for the withdrawal of General 'Bright’s troops from the 
Khyber, and for the retrograde movement from Kabrd. 

During this time the negotiations with Sardar 
^\bdui' Rahman had been proceeding without inteiTup- 
tion. On the 3rd July the Sardar _was^at _Khinjan,_on 
the IGth he reached I'ntam Dara in Kohistan, having 
previously sent a letter to the Kohistan maliks announc¬ 
ing that he eame with friendly intentions towards the 
British, and calling on them to rcAain from hostile 
gatherings or disturbances. His_ approach to 
and the negotiations between him and the British 
naturally excited the keenest interest in Afghanistan. 
On the 22nd July a darbar was held at Sherpur, 
at which many sardars and maliks attended to hear 
Mr. l.iepel Griffin’s announcement that the British 
Government had arrived at satisfactory an-angements 
with Sardar Abdur Rahman Khan, and that the troop-s 
would very shortly evacuate Afghani.stan. Sir Donaki 
Stewart concluded the proceedings by expressing a 
hope that the Afglians would sink all private rpiarrets, 
and unite in preserving peace and order in^ Ivabiil 
and tlie country after the departure of the Britisn, 

About the same date a de.spatch was received by 
Sir ]3onald Stewart from the Government of India 
saying that the arrangement.s for withdrawal front 
^Afghanistan might now proceed, and indicating the 
attitude to be adopted by General Stewart preparatory 
to that movement. With this despatch was enclosed 
the following letter to Sardar Abdur Rahman Khan, to 
be delivered to him after his recognition as Amir: 

To His Highness Sardar Abditr Rahman Khan, 
Ainir of Kabul. 

{Aff.er comp/ments.) “His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General in Council lias learnt with pleasure 
that Your Highness has proceeded toward Kabul m 








LETTER TO ARDUR RAHMAN 

accordance with the invitation of the l^ritish Govern¬ 
ment, 'I'herefore, in consideration of the friendly 
sentiments by which Your Highness is animated, and 
of the advantage to be derived by the sardars and 
people from the establishment of a settled government 
under Your Highness’s authority, the British Go\'ern- 
ment recognises Your Hightress as Amir of Kabul. 

“ I am further em])owered on the part of the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India to inform Your High¬ 
ness that the British t^overnnieiit has no desire to 
interfere in the internal government of the territories in 
the possession of Your Highness, and has no wish that 
an English Resident should be stationed anywhere 
within those territories. For the convenience of 
ordinary friendly intercourse such as is maintained 
between two adjoining States, it may be advisable 
that a Muhammadan Agejit of the British Government 
should reside, by agreement, at Kabul, Your Highness 
has requested that the views and intentions of the 
British Government with regard to the position of the 
ruler at Kabul in relation to foreign powers should 
be placed on record for Your Highness’s information. 
The Viceroy and Governor-General in Council authorises 
me to declare to you that since the British Government 
admits no right of interference by foreign powers within 
Afgfiatu,stan, and since both Russia and Persia are 
pledged to abstain from all interference with the artairs 
of Afghanistan, it is plain that Your Highness can have 
no political relations with any foreign power, except 
with the British Government. If any foreign power 
should attempt to interfere in Afghanistan, and if such 
interference should lead to unprovoked aggression 
on the dominions of Your Highness, in that event 
the British Government would be prepared to aid you 
to such extent and in such manner as may appear 
to the British Government necessary in repelling it: 
provided tliat Your Highness follows unreservedly 
the advice of the British Governnient in regard to your 
external relations, ” 



Such ■«’as the position of affairs wiien, on tfie 
2!)tli July, on the day on which the distant sound 
of musketry, saluting the arrival of the new iVmir 
at Istalif, reached General Gough’s camp, noM' at 
Kala Haji, the bazaars of Kabul, crowded as they were 
by armed supporters of Abdur Tlahman, were thrown 
into the greatest excitement by wild rumours of a fight 
at Khushk-i-Nakhud between tlie tj’oops of VX^ali Sher 
AH of Kandahar and those of Sardar Ayub Khan from 
Herat, resulting in the defeat and flight of tiie former. 
\^'’ithin a few hours the particulars of the disaster 
at Maiwand reached Sir Donald Stewsirt from Simla. 
’Phis intelligence completely deranged all previous 
plans for the withdrawal of the troops and materially 
altered the complexion of affairs as well in Eastern 
Afghanistan as in the province of Kandahai’. 

General Stewart’s first action was to order the 3rd 
Division to march slowly towards Kabiil, where a 
camping ground was chosen for it, and General 
Maepherson’s brigade was at the same time recalled 
from Chardeh. 

But neither these movements nor the disturbing 
news from Kandahar were allowed to interfere with 
the arrangements for the veception of Abdur Rahman. 
The Sardar had now anived from Charikar at Ak 
Sarai, and 2 miles from that place and If} north 
of Kabul the first interview took place between iiim 
and the Chief Political Officer on Saturday, the 31st 
July. The event was one of considerable interest 
and importance; that the result was satisfactory was 
evident on all sides. The impre.ssion made by Abdur 
Rahman’s appearance and bearing was most favourable. 
The Amir-elect was thus de.scribed in a letter from 
Mr. Ijepel Griffin to Sir Donald Stewart relating the 
circumstances of the meeting: 

“'riie darbar tent wa.s pitched on a hill affording 
a good outlook on all sides; and His Highness was 
accompanied by only 200 or 300 horse and a few 
infantry, while a large number of followers, estimated at 
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from 8.000 to 4,000, accompanied him to \yithin half 
a mile of the place of meeting, and remained there 
till proceedings had termii\ated. 

“ Amir Abdur Rahman Khan is a man of about 
forty, of middle height, and rather stout. He has an 
exceedingly intelligent face, brown eyes, a pleasant 
smile, and a frank, courteous manner, 'fhe impression 
that lie left on me and the officers who were present at 
tlie interview was most favourable. He is by'' far tlie 
most prepossessing of all the Rarak'/ai sardars whom I 
have met in Afgluinistan, and in conversation sliowed 
iioth good sense and sound political judgment. He 
kept thorouglily to the point under discussion, and liis 
remarks wei'e characterised by shrewdness and ability. 
He appeared animated by a sincere desire to be on 
cordial terms with the English Government, and al- 
tliough his expectations were, as might have been 
anticipated, larger than Government is prepared to 
satisfy, yet he did not press them witii any discourteou-s 
insistence, and the result of the interviews may be con¬ 
sidered on tlie whole to be higlily satisfactory.” 

Ellis practically completed the preliminary arrange¬ 
ments with the new Amir. The subseqtient negotiations 
proceeded without serious difficulty, and from this time 
toward the discussions as to the political settlement 
of Afghanistan have no bearing on the military 
operations, and will not be fiirtlier refeiTed to. 

The month of August found the preparations for 
the evacuation of Eastern Afghanistan almost completed, 
'fhis movement had been arrairged and had been publicly 
announced both in darbar and to the new Amir before 
the news of Maiwand arrived, luid it was considered 
adi'isable not to make any change in the plans for 
withdrawal. Not only was there a fear lest delay 
might result in the British being involved_ in new 
complications owing to the possible spread of iricreased 
hostility from the west, but it was also held that 
adherence to the intended evacuation would produce 
confidence in our good faith and in our ability to deal 
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STRONG FORCE FOR IvAHUI. 

without difficulty with the coniplicfitions that liad 
arisen towards Kandahar, 

Nevertheless the despatch of a strong force to 
Kandahar was of course essential. Sir Frederick 
Roberts was giveiii the command of it, and the details 
of its composition w'ere arranged on the 8rd August. 
On the same date the revised programme for the with¬ 
drawal of the troops of the Northern Afghanistan Field 
Force from Kabul was submitted by Sir Dorudd 
Stewart to the Commander-in-Chief, and on tlie 6th 
the sanction of the Secretary of State to the proposed 
movement was received by the Viceroy. 

Meanwhile the 3rd Division amved in the Chardeh 
Valley on the 1st August, and concentrated at Kabul 
on the 3th ; General Gough’s brigade marched into 
Kabul on the 4th; while in compliance with orders 
from (leiieral Stewart, the Central India Horse and 
n-9. Royal Artillery (Mountain Battery), were sent up 
from the Khyber lane Force to join General Roberts’s 
division, which was styled the “ Kabul-Kandahar 
Force.” 

No. 4 Mountain Battery .started for Pezwan on the 
4th August; 6-11 and 12-i), Royal Artillery, escorted 
by Nos. 2 and 3 Companies Sappers and Miners, left 
Kabul for India on the 5th ; G-3, Royal Artillery, with 
a squadron 19th Bengal Ijaneers and Nos. 5 and 7 
Companies Sappers and Miners, left on the 6th, and 
A-B, Royal Horse Ai’tillery, witli 3 troops 19th Bengal 
Ijancers and No. 4 Company Sappers, marched on the 
7th. ’fhe general departure, however, was not to take 
place until the 9th August, and this date was afterwards 
changeti lor the 11th ; the Kabul-Kandahar Force was 
to march on Monday, the 9th. 

On the 6th August the following Order was issued 
by Sir D(jnald Stewart: 

“ As the force now employed in Northern Afghani¬ 
stan is about to lie broken up, the Lieutenant-General 
Commanding takes this opportunity of thanking 
Generals Roberts, Ross, Hills, and the officers of all 
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departments, civil and military, for the cordial support 
they have mven him during the period of his command, 
d'he discipime and conduct of the soldiens, European 
and N^iitive, who have served in the various Field JB'orces 
throughout Afghiinistan, have, from first to last, been 
beyond praise; and it is with pride that the Lieutenant- 
General here records the fact that during the two years 
he has been in the field, only two cases have come to 
his notice in which complaints have been made by the 
people of the country against tiie men of the force. 
The Ijientenant'General desires to give his special 
thanks to General Bright and the troops employed on 
the line of communication, as on their exertions the 
comfort and the efficiency of the troops at the front have 
been largely dependent. General Bright and his officers 
and men may be satisfied that their valuable services 
are fully appreci.'ited by Government and their comrades 
at Kabul Though the return to India of that part of 
the force detailed for service in the direction of Kandahar 
may be somewhat delayed, the Lieutenant-General feels 
sure that lie speaks with the voice of the army, when 
he assures xSir Frederick Roberts and the column under 
his command that they carry with them the warmest 
sympathy and good wishes.” 

On the f)th and 10th August the arrangements for 
the inarch of the force to India were completed; the 
I'einaining sick, and all ordnance and telegraph .stores 
started for India on the latter day, and every preparation 
wa.s made for the retirement to begin in earnest on tlie 
11th. (For detail of the Field Force on this date, see 
Appendix XX.) 

At length, on the morning of the 11th Angmst, Sir 
Donald Stewart, accompanied by Major-Oeneral Hills 
and the officers of the Political Staff, field a darbm' 
outside the western gates of Sherpur cantonments, and 
there received the Amir Abdur Rahman, handing over 
to him the charge of the capital, which had been in the 
hands of the British for the last ten months. The 
fortifications built by the British army of occupation 
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round Kabul were left urKlemolished at the special 
request of Abdur lliihraaii, which was acceded to by 
the Government of India. 

Thirty of the guns captured by Sir F. Roberts at 
Kabul were restored to him as the successor of Sher 
Ali, and more than fi\'e lakhs of rupees which remained 
in the Kabul treasury were handed over to him. 

At 5 a,m. on the same day the baggage of tlie force 
had moved off towards Butkhak, and was followed in 
tlie course of the morning by the troops, now formed 
into one division, under Major-General Hills. The 
division, numbering in all 0,678 men, marched out of 
Kabul and the Bata Hissar in three pamllel columns, 
and were accompanied by Sardar Wall Muhammad, 
Tahir Khan, A lam Khan, late Governor of Ghazni. 
Amin Abdulla Khan, and many Hindus, The departing 
columns were also followed by large droves of cattle, 
the property of private owners going down to India. 

I'he division encamped that night at Butkhak, 9 
miles from Kabul, thus bringing to a close the eventful 
occupation of the Afghan capital. 

The marcli of the Field Force head-quarters and of 
General Hills’s division to India was uneventful, aiul 
!n.ay be described in a few words. The table on p. 4tJ0 
giv^es the principal details of the order of march and the 
(lates of departure from the \'arious points. 

It Ijad been Sir Donald Stewart’s intention to move 
Major-General Hills’s division as a body to Gaiidamak, 
to march it from that point by brigades to Dakka, and 
thence in smaller detachments through the Khyber, 
but this plan was necessarily modified by circumstances, 

'J’lie division ceased to march as one body froin 
Seh Baba, as it was found necessary to rest sonie of 
the transport animals, since nearly the whole of the 
re‘;erve transport had been used to carry stores and 
baggage, h'roni Jagdnlak the retirement wa.s by single 
brigades owing to the camping grounds on the route 
being eonfinccl, as well as for the reason given above as 
to the saving of the transport. From I )akka. according 
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Detail of tlie. Mmxh of the KaJmi Field Force to India- 


Da'pe, 

Bnwttdb't Generid 
Gongli. 

2iid Brigade, General 

Ityghe^s. 

3rd Brigade^ Colonel 

W* Bittuik* 

Aug* lltli 

Ilutkhttk 

Butkhak 

Biitkhiik* 

„ ]2t)t 

Uitalmtul 

LatnbaTiii 

i4italjand. 

„ IMi 

Seh Ihiha 

Seh Baba 

Seb Baba. 

,, 14th 

tf ■ ' 

ihigdalak 
(witli h'ieiri Fnrei^ 
quarters)* 

Jagdalak. 

and Divisiotial Head' 

„ 15th 

Jagdnlnk 

(with iMyiMonal 
Heji<l-quarter^)> 

Feitwan . 

(with Field Foree 

tleaihquarterfi). 

Jiigdalak. 

,, 10th 

' 1 

Safed Sang 

Pe?!wau, 

„ 17th 

Pe^ivv-ifi * 

« ■ ♦ 

Safed Sang. 

istll 

^Sufed Sujig 

j j 


„ l!)th 

}f 

Hattye . 


» aotii 


Uiv/jibatl. 


„ 21st 


Jahilalmd 

Fort Ihittye 

(with Divisional 
llead^quarters). 

22iir| 

.♦j 


llftzalrtd. 

yf 23rd 

F'ort Hattye , 


Jalalabad* 

24tli 

jfi » - 1 

Dehichtnent to Ali 
Jlogliiirij remain¬ 
der at Jalahdmii* 

>] 

25th 

Rombad . 

Ali Koghaiv * 


** 26th 

1 

] 

daluhibad 

1 

Sir Ihniald Stewart 
poshed to Lntdi 
Khaiia ttu route for 
Shnla, 

Detachment Ali 
Boghaii^ remainder 
Jalalabad. 

All Bogluitj. 

„ 27th 


I'bese hrigiideji ijere 

’a lter mo red by d«“ 

2Bth 

,, 29th 
,, noth 
31st 
Sept* lat 

„ 4tlt 

5th 
fJth 
?j 7tb 

Aii Hijgltau * 

(with lliv'isiunal 
Head-quarters). 
Litchipur 
t'liardeh * 

Ikisavval * 

tachiuerits* 

Diikka (General Brig 

Jjaiulj Kliana * 

Kata Kushtia* 
Shergai * 

1 Hari Sliiigii-kEtdhirj 

ht assumed eonutvaiul 
Northern Afghanis 

of the troops in 
tan)* 


tu the original progi’amme, the brigades were to be 
broken up into smaller fractions; but it appeared to 
tlie Comraander-in-Chief inexpedient to delay this 
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so late in the march, and the reduction was 
accordingly made trom Jalalabad, whence only the 
1st Brigade, wliich, acted as rear guard, marched as 
nearly as possible intact. This brigade experienced to 
the lull tlie liEirassing and trying duties of the j'car 
guard of a large force moving through it difficult 
country, inhabited by an unfriendly population, tit ii 
season of tlie year when tlie lieat is most intense and 
trying. Its march and that of its baggjige was 
frequently much delayed by the block of troops in 
advanee, and the nature of t)ie route, especially between 
Butkhak and Hafed Sang, necessitated tlie heiglits 
coraniandiiig the road being crowned. 

At Safed Sang large hodie.s of men, chiefly Khngianis, 
assembled on the 21st, 22nd. and 23rd August ; they 
were, however, respectful in their demeanour to tlie 
British force, and made no attempt to break the peace. 
General oiigh called up tlie chief maliks of the viUnges 
around on this day and warned them against plundering 
the Amir's property, pointing out to them the short- 
sightediie.ss of Ji policy which must bring eventual 
punislimcnt, even though they might obtain .some small 
present gain. Notwithstanding this warning, no sootier 
was the rear guard out of sight of Safed Siing than the 
place, whicli had been handed o^'■er to an officer of tlie 
Amir, was invaded and plundered by the tribesmen. 
In consequence of these proceedings no one could be 
found, tW'O days afterwards, to take over Fort Battye 
ill the interests of the Amir; it was Jiocordingly left, 
with the surpiu.s stores therein, at the mercy of the 
neighbouring villagers, who carried off’ all they could 
lay their hands on. From .bilalabad downwards, how- 
eonnnissariat and other stores were moved 
back to Hritisli temtory, their transport being fiicilitated 
by the use of rafts, whicli had been collected in as 
large numbers as possible on the Kabul River. 

j leanwhile a site had been selected for camps for 
le various p{irt.s of tlie divisions as they i.ssued from 
the Kbyber at about 600 yards beyond Hari Singli-ka- 
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Bur], 4^ miles from Pesimwar, in a north-westerly 
direction. Here there was a stream with a good How 
of water, and a deep well of excellent water about 
600 yards off. Arrangements were made to improve 
the water-supply and to facilitate the watering of 
horses, etc. Sites were allotted for latrines and pre¬ 
cautions were taken to ensure proper sanitation. 

A standing camp was also formed at Khaii'abad for 
the nse of troops crossing the Indus at Attock, and all 
available boats and boatmen were collected at that 
place. 

It was found desirable to delay the final retirement 
of the rear guard from Hakka, in order to clear out 
stores, etc., as well as for political reiwons; but by tlie 
4th September the last ti’oops marched from Tlakka to 
Landi Khana, this final march from Afghanistan being 
made by (general Hills in comparative force. 

On the 8th November the North Afghanistan Field 
Force was broken up, and the campaign in this part 
of Afgliaiiistan tliiis came to an end. 'fhe frontier 
defined by the Treaty of (:landamak was temporarily 
adopted as the nortli-west boundary of the Indian 
Empire. 


CHAPTER XIV 




Ol'BilATlONS ANO MOVEMBNTti UN TUB KnVHKK lANK FROM 
THK ]8T JANUARY, 18S0, TU MARCH, 1881, 

Thh story of events on fi line of coniinuniciitions must 
of neees.sity be moi’e disjointed, and less full of connected 
interest than the operations at the head-quarters of a 
field force. There are few if any independent inove- 
nients, and the narrative resolves itself more or less 
into a diary of the gradual advance of troops towards 
the front, or withdrawal thence a.s operations approach 
a close. 

On the line of communications by the Kbyber Pass 
the events happening at Kabul, whicii caused the 
transference of the 1st (General C. Gough’s) Brigade 
from the Und to the 1st Ilivision at Kabul, necessitated 
a reinforcement of the whole line and rearrangement of 
the garrisons of the various posts. 

It has been seen in Chapter X. that the line of 
communications was reorganised on the 21st December, 
1879, and another (reserve) division under Major- 
Cieneral Ross added to it to guard the coininunications 
between Jamrud and Basaw^al. 

This division, liovvever, was independent of Major- 
General Bright’s command, which now extended only 
fi'oin Biisv^al to Butkhak, and included tJie 1st (Brigadier- 
General Arbiitbnot’s) Brigade and the 2nd (Brigadier- 
General Doran’s) Brigade. I'he Reser^'e Division was 
organised in three brigades commanded by Brigadier- 
Generals Gib, Sale-Hill and W. Roberts respectively. 
Major-General Ross retained command of his (Peshawar) 
District in addition to that of this R.eserve DivLsion. 
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ACCIDENT’ TO CARABINIERS 

Frederick Roberts kept command over his own 
{1st) Division at Kabul, as well as the 2nd Division on 
the lines of communication as far as Basawal. 

It was found necessaiy to reinforce the 2nd Division 
under Major-General Bright, and Major-General Ross 
was accordingly directed to send forward the 2Sth Foot 
and the 4th and 17th Bengal Cavahy. At the same 
time the 10th, 12th, and 14tli Bengal Cavalry, all of 
whom required rest, were sent down into the Peshawar 
District to recruit. On the 9th January Colonel 
MacGregor, Cliief of tlie Staff to Sir Frederick Roberts, 
reached Jalalabad from Kabul to confer with Major- 
General Bright regarding the rearrangement of the line 
of communications.^ 

Meanwhile on the 5th January an accident, some¬ 
what similar to that wliich happened to the 10th 
Hussars on the 81st March, 1879, oecniTed to the 
Carabiniers. A reconnoitring party under Major 
Cracroft, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, consisting of 75 men of 
that regiment with 75 of the Carabiniers, left Jalalabad 
in the morning, by a ford close to the town, to examine 
the country towards the Laghnian Valley. On its 
return the party proceeded to cross the Darunta ford 
about 7 mile.s west of Jalalabad, ’wliich seemed perfectly 
easy, as natives were at the time passing over on foot. 
Two branches of the river had to be crossed, the 
northern one leading slightly down-stream to an island 
in the middle of the i’i\'er, and lying about 70 yards 
above a rapid, the line of which is quite apparent, and 
below whicli is deep water. The flrd Bengal Cavalry 
led, headed by Captain G. H. Elliott of that regiment, 
followed at a short interval by Major B. Cracrott with 
his own squadron, Major W. 1. Boye.s, Captain the 
Hon. C. Dutton, and Captain R. Warburton, al) of 
whom had accompanied the expedition on staff and 
political duties. The Carabiniers followed under 
Captain Porter, the first troop reaching the island in 

1 For distribatioB tiid Divisiori and Rofierve Division on the tltl). 
Jatiuaryj iSiJO, see Appendix XXI, 




RISING OF THE MOIIMANDS 425\ 

; in the second troop, however, five men lost the 
fine of the ford, and, inclining down-stream towards the 
rapid, fell over into deep water, where they sank ; four 
of the horses reaelied the bank, but all the five troopers 
were drowned, 

Otiring the early days of ,January signs were not 
wanting of impending trouble with the Mohmands, 
who began to collect at various points on the left bank 

of tlie Kabul River. , . 

'fhe reason for the rising of the Mohinand tribe is 
attributable to the arrest of the ex-Amir Yakub Khan’s 
wife, who was a daughter of the Khan ol Lalpuia, the 
principal Molmiarid chieftain. This lady ^ liad been 
implicated in the recent rising. On the night of the 
12th .January a party of forty Mohmands having crossed 
tlie river near All IJoghan, attacked that post, but they 
were easily driven off. At 3 a.m. on the 18th a force 
COO .strong, under Colonel O. F. W^alker, left Jalalabad 
for the purpose of attempting to cut off the retreat of 
this party; none were, however, found on the rigiit 
bank of the Kabul, but several large^ bodies of 
IMohinands, numbering many thousands in all, were 
seen on the opposite bank,' and wctc slieJled with 
considerable effect until obliged to disperse. 

On the 14.th January 5,000 l^Iohmtinds with 25 
standards were observed from Dakka encamped on tlie 
small riverain plateau west of Kain I^akka, while another 
body, estimated at 3,000, occupied the Cara heights 
about 3 miles to the south-east of Dakka Fort. This 
news having been reported to CTcneral Ross, commanding 
the Reserve Division, it was arranged that Colonel 
T. W . R. Boisragon, 30th Punjab Infantry, com¬ 
manding at Dakka, slionld march thence and .attack 
the enemy on the Gara heights, and that a force under 
Brigadier-General J. Doran should simultaneously moA'e 
northwards from Ijandi Kotal I'in the Anjiri Kandao 
and Shilman Ghakhe, upon Kam Dakka, Tlve retreat 
of the enemy would thus be intercepted, and he would 
be cut off between the two forces, having a lofty range 
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ot hills on the one side, and the Kabul River on the 
otlier.* 

Colonel Boisrugon's force was composed as under ; 


6tii Dragoon Guartls . . 94 

17th Heiigal Cavalry . . 50 

I-C, Koyfd Horae Artillery 
25th Foot , . , .no 

8tli Bengal Infantry. . .100 

SOtli Punjab Infantry . . .'500 


I 144 sabre.s. 
4 guns, 

I 710 nfles. 


At 11 a.m. on the 15th January the above troop,s 
were drawn up on the plain between Dakkn and Haft 
Chati, in front of the enemy holding tlie Clara heiglits. 
Tl\e Afghans had as usual strengthened their position 
by cimstnicting stone breastworks on all the coin- 
inanding points, and had even thrown up during the 
night an entrentdiment along the foot of the hills. 
Brigadier-(iencral Doran liad marched from Landi 
Kotal six hours earlier, and, it wiis hoped, was now in a 
position to cut off the enemy’s retreat. 

The enemy’.s north dank nearest the river was first 
threatened by Colonel Boisragon’s force, whilst his g-uns 
opened fire on the enemy on the hills. Eventually, by 
2.80 p.m., the heights of Crlara were gained witli the 
loss of one killed and three wounded - in the firing line 
and sup])orts, and the reserve and ammunition joined 
tlie main body via the Gara Pass at Kam Dakka at 
5 p.m. 

Meanwliile tlie advance of the force from Landi 
Kotal had been delayed beyond all expectation by the 
unforeseen difficulties of the road. J'he troops assembled 
a little before 4.80 in the morning at the old fort on tlie 
Loargai Plateau. An advance guard of 100 ,/azailckix, 
under Ueutenant G. Gaisford, .5th I’unjab Infantry, 


' For n fuller account of this exiMditioii, .'tee Fronlkr /mU (Miernairn 
from India, 

^ t)iie native officer Otb Bengal Infantry killed, and three sepoys of the 
SOth Punjab Infantry wounded. 
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had gone on ahead an liour earlier to seize the Anjiri 
Kandao, iibout 8 miles from camp. Brigadier-General 
Doran’s column consisted of; 

tTtl) Buiiga! Cavalry .... 20 sabres. 

11-9, Royal Artillery (Mountain Battery) 2 guns. 


200 '1 
200 


5 th Foot 
25tli Foot . 


JJlst Punjab Infantry 
1st Madias lufantiy 
4 til Madras Infantry 


300 t 1,200 rifles. 



C Company, Madras Sappers and Miners 30 men. 

Owng to the darkness of the night the progress 
of the troops was slow, and it was not till 7.40 that tlie 
head of the column was on tlie Anjiri Kandao. Here 
a halt was made to enable the rear to close up, and the 
Brigadier-General received a report from Lieutenant 
Gaisford, who had ascended a peak near at hand, tliat 
no enemy was in sight. 

At 8.4.5 the descent fr‘om the Anjiri Kimdao was 
commenced. 'I’he track was so narrow and difficult that 
the troops could only move in single file. 'I'he battery 
mules could hardly be got along, and although only the 
reserve ainiminition, water-mules, and a few' dandies 
were with the troops, even those caused most serious 
delay. In fact, tlie path was a mere goat-track; some 
baggage animals fell over the precipices and were lost, 
and the rear guard was sixty-seven hours in covering 
17 miles. 

At the foot of the Torsappar, General Doran 
received information that the enemy were occupying the 
Shilman Ghakhe in force. ^Vnother halt was therefore 
ordered to allow the mountain guns to come up, and a 
company of the .5th Foot was detached to crown some 
commanding heights ahead. 

At 10..30 a.m, the troops again advanced. The road 
was still most difficult, some of it being over slippery 
rock, on ^vhich the hoi’ses of the cavalry detachment, 










the SHILMAN GHAIvHE pass 


%L 


and even the unahod battery in u lea, could not keep 
their footing. 

At about 11,SO, during a third short halt, the 
guns of Colonel Poisragon’s force were heard. Alter 
this the path was somew'hat better, and the troops 
advanced more rapidly. It was nearly one o’clock 
before the gorge of the Shilman Ghakhe came in 
sight. 'I’lie pass was held by tlie enemy, but they 
were few in number and all opposition was speedily 
swept away. 

The enemy now retired to the heights north of the 
Shilman Ghakhe, and were in turn expelled from there, 
and by 2,30 p.in. the pass was cleared with no casualties 
on our side. 

In the meantime Brigadier-General Doran had 
established heliographic communication witli Dakka, 
which could be seen from the crest of tiie Shilman 
Gluikhe. By thi.s means he learnt that Colonel 
Boisragon had crossed the (iara heights, and was 
between them and the Kabul Biver. 

At 2A3 p.m. dense masses of the living enemy could 
be seen moving down the right bank" of the river and 
across the mouth of the nala running from the Sliilman 
CThakhe to the Kabul River. 

Having stayed some time trying to ascertain the 
whereabouts of his baggage, regarding whicdi no infor¬ 
mation could be obtained, Brigadier-General Doran 
commenced the descent of the Shilman Ghakhe at 
about 3.20. The path down to the Kabul River is 
nearly as bad as that between tiie Anjii’i Kandao and 
I orsappar, and it was not till nearly 5 o’clock that tlie 
mouth of the nala was reached. Here about (iOO or 700 
of the enemy were discovered on the opposite bank of 
the river, makiiig their way ac;ross the sands from the 
ferry^ to the village of Reina. Another party w'as 
crossing on two rafts, and some on the right bank were 
making for the ferry. The mountain guns opened at 
1,000 yards, and a steady tire was kept up by the few 
British infiintry at hand. Many of the enemy were 


•WBSrifj. 
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seen to fkll and be earned off, while a few bodies were 
tbund on the spot next day. , , ,, ,, 

General Doran’s troops readied Kam Dakka at 
G.20 p.ni., and met there Golonel BoisragonN detach¬ 
ment as "already related. Both columns bivouacked 
without baggage, many without food, and some without 

ev^en great-coats. , 

The baggage of Brigadier-General Dorans column 
was ordered to remain tor the ijight at the village ot 
Arbul, near the Shilman (Thakhe Pass, but none of it 
got so far that night or even tlie next. 

^^ery great difficulty wa.s experienced by Colonel 
ti. C.', Hoddiiig, commanding 4th Madras Intantr^*. 
who was in charge of the. baggage with 200 of his 
regiment, in getting the animals over the cxtreiiiely 
difficplt road. The almost impas,sable nature of the 
path beyond the Anjiri Kandao caused an iinmense 
lilock of animals at that place, and the confusion was 
increased by a false alarm causing a panic among the 
mule-drivers and followers, in which some animals and 
loads were lost and many drivers deserted. 

The baggage and guard bivouacked for the night 
on the Anjiri Kandao without water. Next day {I6th^ 
.lanuary) the marcli was resumed, and a detachment ot 
sappei-s came out from J^aiidi Kotal to improve the 
road ; nevertheless, in spite of the exertions of Colonel 
llodding and his officers, the baggage was only got 
that day as far as the first water, four miles from tlie 
bivouac. 

(>n the 17th the baggage struggled over the 
Shilman Ghakhe. and being met by 100 men of the 
31st Punjab Infantry, under Major Gordon Cumming, 
who came out to render assistance, the^ bulk of it 
reached Kam Dakka about 10.30 that night; some, 
tiowever, did not get in till the next moraing* 

On the IGth January the troops lialted at Kam 
Dakka, and tiie day was spent in collecting materials 
for rafts, ^ ^ 

Two I'afts having been prepared ^ Col oriel Boisragon s 




REINA 

column was passed over on the irtli, with orders to 
destroy the village of Reiiia. Crossing commenced at 
10.30 ii.m,, and was completed at 430 p.m. lleina 
way reacjhed at six o'clock, and found to be completely 
deserted, as was the neighbouring village of Parchao 
and the whole country for three miles down the 
river. 

On the 18th lieina was burnt and its one tower 
l)lown up. Pursuant to Brigadier-Cleneral Doran’s 
orders, the troops then reeros.sed to the right bank, 
and two additional rafts hai’ing been constructed, the 
operation was effected in less than three hours. The 
column then marclied back to Dakka, which was 
reached at 4.30 p.m., without a shot having been fired. 
A small detachment marched from Reina by the 
Dalpura Road, and saw no traces of tlie enemy, In 
fact, the defeat of the Molitnands on the Gara height.s 
had caused a panic in the tribe, and the country was 
reported to be deserted for miles around. 

Brigadier-General Doran’s column returned to 
Landi Kotal on the 18th .January by tlie Gara Pass 
and Haft Chali. 'fhe baggage was sent round by 
Dakka. 

There were no more casualties on the British side, 
and none at all in General Doi'an’s column. Tiie 
enemy’s los.s wa.s estimated at about 500 killed and 
wounded during the four days’ operations. During 
the last week of .Taimary inovenients were constant on 
tlie Khyber line of ti\>ops returning to India, or being 
pushed forward towards the front. Seventl alteration.s 
were made in tlie brigades, and in tlie distribution of 
regiments, as shown in the distribution list, dated the 
28th .January, in Appendix XX. 

'The principal movement at this time was an expe¬ 
dition into Laghman from .Jalalabad, which marched on 
the 27th .Tamiary, under the command of Colonel G, F. 
IViilker, 12th Foot, and accompanied in person by 
Major-General Bright, 

The column in question was composed as follows; 
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^Clavalry 


Artillery 


luranti'y 


\ Sappers 


{ fJth jl>ra|ff>on (Carabiniers) (2 sqiiadr<ins)j 

Captain 1C riaiiiiltoii* 

ITth Bengal Cavalry (1 st[iiad[rou)j Major K. G. 
Nevviiliann 

'■ E.A* (2 Lieiiteimiit ’ 

15, J. Gratict {Blepharit 
ICqiiipmetit), 

11-9^ R.A. (2 guns)j Capt'iTii Major fl, ( 

tA* li* Duthy, Mageuis, 

No* 4 (Ha/Ara) .Mountain Battery 
(t guna)^ Lieutenant C* A. 

Ainlersoiu 

. 11 .-** 1 f ISth i+Vwt (4 ooiiipaniea), Major H. M. LoAvry. 

( J I 1 ^ 25tli Foot (4 compantes^)j Major h\ kS* I'erry. 

J ^ 27th Punjab Infantry (.300 riftost)^ Lieutenant- 


1 


Native 


27th 

(hilmiel C. 4. Hughes. 

30 th Punjah Infantry^ 

Boieragon, 

^^A” tkunpaijy, Madras Sappers , 
(X a. Darling. 

C C-OTnpany> Madras Sappers* 
A. H. R Dotuard. 

1iXuniKiny, Madras SitpperSj 
A. K. Dobson* 


coiwied i\ vr* n* 


Lieutenant 
Li eli te riant 
Lieuieninit 


The greater part, of the infantry marciied aero.ss tiie 
Stall Koh range by tlie Jawara Miana Pass, whicli had 
previously been improved by the Miulriw Sappers ; the 
remainder moved by the Dariinta ford on Asinatulla 
Khan’s fort. The Laghman Valley was penetrated as 
far as Mandrawar, and detached forces were sent to 
Dahali, on tlie Kabul Iliver, and to Bsuliabad—the 
plaee of detention of the English captives of 1842 
—ill the Abingar Valley. 'Tlie elephant guns accom¬ 
panied tlie latter force. No opposition was tinywltere 
eneonntered. 

These operations occupied the month of February, 
fill the 10th March Major-General ,J. Ross was 
appointed to take over command of the 2nd Division, 
Kabul Field Force, at Kabul, and Brigadier-General VV. 
Roberts wi^ given a brigade in the same division. In 
the place of the formeiv Brigadier-General G. C. Hankin, 
eoninianding the Cavairy Brigade in the Reserve 
Division, was placed temporarilj'' in command of tlie 
Besliawar District, while the whole line of eominunica¬ 
tions from Jaitirud to Kabul became a single command. 
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of whicli Major-General R. O, Bright was made 
fnspector-General, reporting direct to Sir F‘. Roberts at 
Kabul. 

Tlie communications were reorganised in three 
sections: 


Is/ A>c/*07r.~-From Reshawar to Barikab, under 
Brigadier-General Gib, with head-quarters at 
l^andi Kotal 

2v(l Sectimi. —From Ali Boghaii to Fort Battye, 
under Brigadier-General Doran (who thus re¬ 
tained the same sphere), with head-quarters at 
Jalalabad. 

Mrd Section ,—From Safed Sang to Butkhak, under 
Brigadier-General Sale-Hill, with head-quarters 
at Safed Sang. 

IVo movable columns were organised at Safed 
Sang and Jalalabad respectively, botli of ndiich were 
under the command of Brigadier-General Arbuthnot, 
who had his head-quarters at the foiiner place. Both 
these movable columns wei’C at the call of Sir Frederick 
Roberts in an emergency. 

'riie .staff’of the line of comiminications was: 

Depuf.y Adjutant and QujirtcrmastL'r-fjenRral Ctdomd Wemyss, 
Assistfint Aiijiitant-Geneml.... Major 'rhonipson, 
Assistant Quarterinastei'-Gcnoral . . . M.ajor Creagli. 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General . Lieutenant Maisey, 

As the month of March drew on there were renewed 
sign.s of hostility amongst the tribesmen. On the 10th 
the officer commanding at Seh Baba telegraphed that 
large numbers of Safis had collected, 'wnth the intention 
of attacking Seh Baba, in the J’tigao ’S^'aHey, which 
runs from the north into the Kabul Ri^ er Valley near 
the conffuence of the Panjsher River. Seh Baba post 
was reinlbrced with two mountain guns and 200 men 
of the 25th King’s Own Borderers, and 80th I^unjab 
Infantry from Jagdalak. Reports of robberies and 
other symptoms of uneasiness being also heard of from 
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1:He'T^ig'!i!>ourl\ood of I’ezwiin and Jagdalak, two guns 
of the Hazara Mountain Battery were ordered to the 
last-named place from Jaialahad on tiie 2Snd Marcli, 
while 400 of the 8tli Bengal Infantry were sent hoin 
Safed Sang, and 100 of the 12tli Foot to Pezwan. 
General Doran was also directed to push up the 1st 
Gurkhas without delay. 

On the above date {22nd March) two oflicers, l.ieu- 
tenants B. S, 'rhurlow and H. A. S. Xleid, of the 51st 
Light liifiintry were fired at while riding alone from 
Jagdalak to Jagdalak Kotal. Lieutenant 'rhurlow was 
liit, ajid fell heavily to the ground ; Lieutenant Reid, 
(Jiecking his horse as soon as possible, galloped back to 
the assistance of hts comrade. At the same nionient an 
Afghan appeared running towards 1 .ieutenant 'Fliuiiow s 
body, and as Reid approached he raised his rifle and 
fired point-blank at the latter officer. iVt this cntieiil 
juncture Keid’.s horse shied suddenly, and by so doing 
saved the life of his rider, w’hose coat-sleeve was burnt 
mvay above the elbow. Closing with the Afghan, Held 
blew' out his brains with his revolver ; but, some thirty 
Giiil'/ais rushing up, he w'as forced to abandon Ihuvlovv s 
body, w'hich was recovered the following day by a party 
of tile 25th Foot under Major Ramsay. 

(Jn the 2:hd March 1.50 hired tmiisport bullocks 
were carried off between Fezwan and Safed Sang. On 
the 24t)i a report w'as received from Cieneral Doran at 
Jalalabiul that the chief Moghal Khan was said to be 
(lollecting men in the Mohmand villages of (joslita, on 
the left bank of the Kabul, with the object of attiicking 
and turning out Azim Khan, who liad been nominated 
by the British as governor of tliat district, liut this 
gathering dispersed before a column could be sent 
against them. 

On tile night of the 2tith March the camp at Fo'-*'' 
wan W'as fired into, and on the same date a determined 
attack was made by Khugiaiiis and Shinwaris on 1* ort 
Battye, a very weak post, held by only lOO of the 4th 
IMadras Infantry and .50 sow'ars of the 4th Bengal 
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C'ilVillry, coiiimanded by Miijor E, B. Bleiikinsop, 4t!i 
Madras Infantry, but fortunately reiiiforeed foi' the 
moment by 150 of the 81st Fun jab Infantry, inider 
1 aeutenant F. C. C. Angelo, -wlio were passing througli. 
The attack began at 11.80 p.m. with a sudden rush of 
the enemy from the road up to the soutli wall of the 
fcjrt. 'Ilie garrison turned out immediately, but not 
before the enemy, having established tlmmselves under 
cover of the wall, poured a heavy Hre, coupled wdth 
showers of stones, into the camp; Lieutenant Angelo 
and three men were killed, Subadar Major Sher Singh 
and several other-s severely hint, thougli fortunately 
most of the Afghan bullets Hew high. At the same 
time another party of tiie enemy rushed the transpoit 
lines, and there killed several men. It was not long, how¬ 
ever, before tlie native infantry, gaining the walls, drove 
the enemy back, while the cavalry detachment opened 
Hre ft'oin the north and w^est faces of tlie fort whenever 
opportunity offered. Finding that their a.ssault had 
tailed, the Afghans soon began to retreat, and in a 
short time they were scattered in all directions or^er the 
hills. Several prisoners were captured the next morn¬ 
ing by mounted patrols from the fort, and from 
them and other reports it appeared that the tribesmen 
numbered some 1,200, of w'hom, according to their own 
account, 25 were killed and 40 w'oundetl. 

Majoi’ Blenkinsop detained the detachment of the 
Slst Punjab Infantry, and heliographed for reinforce¬ 
ments to Safed Sang, in rmsw'er to whieii request 
100 men l-12th Foot, lOO 81st Punjab Infantry, and 
30 sabres 4th Bengal Cavalry were at once despatched 
to Fort Battye. 

Major Blenkinsop pointed out the W'eakness of the 
fort wdth such a small permanent garrison, and stated 
that iiad it not been for the detachment of the 8Tst 
Punjab Infantry having arrived on the morning of the 
26th, under Lieutenant Angelo, the gan'ison in all 
prolrability would liave been cut to pieces. 

Tire wall of the fort on the south side, against which 



the principal attack was made, was so low that nearly 
the whole of tlie east face could be enfiladed by an 
enemy posted behind rocks 100 or 150 yards distant 
on the plain, '^fhe transport lines on the east face of 
the fort were also a constant .source of weakness, as the 
space was tilled with carts and animals, under coyer of 
^v]nch tiie enemy were able to come up close and fire.' 

The month of April opened with punitive measures 
against the clansmen who had taken part in these out¬ 
rages and hostilities against the British. 

On the 4ith April two columns marched from Ganda- 
mak and Jalalabad, under Brigadier-CTenernls Arbuthnot 
and Doran respectively, and effected a junction at 
Kailaghu, Oi miles due south of l^'ort Battye. Their 
object was to exact a fine of .'5,000 rupees as a punish¬ 
ment for the attack on Fort Battye. The money w'as 
paid, however, without any resistance being ottered, and 
the columns returned oir tlie 7th April. 

On the 11th April a movable column composed as 
under, commanded ny Brigadier-General Arbuthnot and 
aeeompanied by Major-General II. O. Bright, inarched 
from Gandaniak to Pezw'an : 

fjtli Dnigoon Guariisf (50 sabres). 

4th Beiigvil Cavahy (50 sabres), 

RJI.A. ^umy 
11-9, H.A, (S gim^y 
No. 1 Maun tain Battery (S gnns). 

51st Li^ht Infantry. 

1st Gurkhas, 

Slst Punjab Infantry, 

8th Bengal lufanti'y (BOO rifles). 

No, fi Company (Sappers and Miners), 

** A ’’ Company, Madras Sappers. 

Tlie next day tlie cohimn ^^tarted for the Hisarak 
Valley, wdth the object of intticting punishment for the 
murder of Lieutenant J'hurlow. Proceeding .3 miles 
along the main road to Jagdalak, the column struck 

^ For dj'^tributJon of the troops on the lino of (?omin uni cation ou tlie 
31 at March, see Apj^eiidix XXII. 
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ac'ro.ss two low ridges, past the village of Mardadand,' 
to the Karkac'ha stream. Here the advance guard 
bewail to be fired on by gi-oups of Afghans on the 
neighbouring hills, and one sepoy was wounded. 'J'he 
force bivouaelied round Mazulhi Khan’s fort,' and during 
the night a constant fire was kept up on the camp j 
a sergeant of the 51st was shot, ivhile four men of 
11-9, lloyai Artillery, were wounded by sw'ord cuts, 
pvesumablj’ by ghazis W'ho had crept into camp un¬ 
noticed. 

On the 13th the chief of Hisarak, Muhammad Shah, 
as well as other headmen, came into camp to treat w-ith 
(General liright, and no moveinent of troops took place, 
though .several shots were fired in the course of the day 
and one sepoy w^as wounded. 

At noon on the 14th April a reconnai,ssanee in force 
was made along the left bank of the Auzaugiani stream, 
following the low' ra-nge above the valley. 'Die force 
con.sisted of (500 infantiy, '2 guns No. 1 Battery, and a 
troop of Carabiiuei’s, the whole under tlie command of 
(folonel C. Acton, wdio was accompanied by General 
Arbulhnot. I’he object of this recomiaissance was to 
search the ridges on tlie left bank of the river, and 
to reconnoitre towards Auzaugiani, and on its return 
to search the village.s on the nortli side of the Hisarak 
Valley. 

No opposition was met with till the troops 
app road led the gorge of tlie Auzangiani stream; but 
lie re large bodies of the enemy were perceived; one 
established in a .sangar on the right bank of tlie gorge, 
and another iiolding a spur on the oppo,site side. The 
infantry soon dislodged this latter body, but the group 
in the .sangar held to it, notwithstanding the artillery 
Wits brought to bear on them. 

As tlie afternoon was drawing in, and the object of 
the reconnaissance had been obtained. Colonel Acton 
Avas ordered to Avithdraw, and on the retirement being 
eommenced, the enemy rapidly adA anced to liarass the 

' Not all map. 
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movement. I'lie heights on eacli side, however, were 
erowned by infantry, who retired in succession. At 
this time Lieutenant E. Palmer, of tlie Commiswiriat, 
was mortally wounded while canning an order, and 
Captains t!. H. Hamilton, k.a., and J. V. Nugent, 51st 
Light Infantry, were struck by half-spent bullets, the 
former receiving a slight wound and the latter being 
severely bruised. A doolie-bearer, too, was slightly 
wounded, but no other casualties occurred. The party 
reached the bivouac at Mazulla Khan’s fort about six 
in the afternoon. 

On the same day a convoy of 400 ponies, escorted 
by 200 rifles, w^as sent to Sarandu via Chartut, to bi'ing 
in three days* prcn isions from Pezwan. 

On the 15th the force remained in camp, and orders 
were issued for its return next day to Pezwan; mean¬ 
while Colonel D. Ijimond, r.k., made the necessary 
arrangements for the de.struction of Mazulla Khan’s i'ort, 
as that chief had not tendered his submission or given 
satisfaction for the outrage committed by his people. 
Next morning the baggage of the force started for 
1‘ezwan, under escort of the 31st aiid 8th Peugal 
Infantry, two guns 1-A, on elephants, two guns No. 1 
Mountain Battery, and a troop of the 3th Dragoon 
(inards. ’I’he remainder of tlie force waited till the 
destruction of the fort w'as effected. 'Die mines were 
fired at 9 a.m., and tlie fort successfully destroyed. 
The movement of the main body on Pezwan was fol¬ 
lowed up by the enemy, who fired continually at long 
ranges, wounding four men of the 51st and one Ciurkha. 
The column reached Pezwan about 3.30 p.m., taking up 
its former camping ground. 

General Bright and his staff' returned to Safed Sang 
on the 17th, and on the same day orders were issued 
for the tbnnation of a camp at Mardadand, the troops 
to gardson it being two guns of 11-0, Iloyal Artillery, 
80 sabres of the 4th Bengal Cavalry, 500 of the 51st 
King’s Own Light Infantry, and 400 of the 31st Punjab 
Infantry. Tliis force remained at Mardadand till the 
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aOth ^Vpril, when it niarelied to I’esswan and thence 
to the neighbourhood of Jagdalak, in coiissoqueiice of 
threatening rumours from that quarter. 

Meanwhile the •2nd Movable Column hiid marched 
on the 14tli from Fort Rattye to Safed Sang, under 
Colonel G. F, Walker of the 12th Foot; it w^as not, 
however, engaged in any further operations before tlie 
end of April, nor did any other hostilities take place on 
the part of the tribesmen, although disquieting niinours 
were constantly rife. 

Early in 5:Iay a reconnaissance in force toward.s 
Tezin was projected by Brigadier-General Arbuthnot, 
but the movement was postponed in consequence of an 
application from the (ihilzai leaders (Mazulla Khan, 
Faiz Muhammad Shah, etc.) to be allow'ed to visit 
Kabul for the purpose of expressing their eoneurrenee 
in the proposals of the British Government regarding 
the choice of an Amir. Preparatory to this action a 
meeting of Ghilzai chiefs was held at Tezin. where a 
lengthened conference took place, but no united course 
could be agreed on. Asmatulla Khan systeraiitically 
held aloof, and Faiz Muhammad Klian, with some 
others, separated liimself from the rest of the cliiefs. 
Finally, on the 1.5 th May, Faiz Muhammad, with Khan 
Muhammad, Mazulla Khan, and other chiefs of less 
note, had an interview with the I’olitical Officer at 
Sell Baba, and promised to send representatives to 
Kabul, with sucli petitions as they might desire to 
make to Government. They did not wish to be pressed 
to go into Kabul in person, but promised to refrain from 
disturbing the line of communications until some final 
settlement should be anived at. They informed the 
I^olitical Officer later that there was every prospect of 
Asmatulla Ivhan joining tliem in coming to terms. At 
the same time it W'as known that each cliief had sent 
an agent to Sardar Abdur Rahman Khan. 

Meanwhile disturbances continued in the neighbour¬ 
hood of .lalalabad. On the 5tli May an attack was 
made on a convoy of commissariat stores near Rozabad ; 
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one driver was killed and two wounded, and some 
stores carried off before a party of cavalry came to the 
assistance of tire escort. The robbers, avIio were Ut 
Khil (rhilzais fi’om Ivaginnan, were said to have lost 
two killed. 

I'wo days afterwards a serious raid was committed 
on the commissariat cattle-yard, about a mile west of 
.lalnlabad, by a large band of marauding Ut Khel 
Ghilzais, who succeeded iii carrying off’ 1,000 liead of 
cattle towards Laghman. The 6th Fusiliers being 
oppoitunely on the spot, Colonel T. Rowland with 
400 rifles and some cavalry started in pursuit about 
4- a.m., and followed the raiders to the Darunta gorge. 
Here he overtook the rear guard of the enemy, about 
sixty men, holding the defile. Colonel Rowland forced 
the pass, but the cattle were now two hours ahead in 
Laghman, and further pursuit was abandoned. On the 
12th jyiiiy it was ascertained that the perpetrators of 
this outrage were Ghilzais of Laghman, who had slipped 
through the Darunta gorge in small parties, and thus 
eluded observation. Of the 1,000 Ijead of cattle and 
180 slieep carried off’, some had been left at villages 
along the line of retreat, and these were recovered ; 
but the bulk of the .spoil, some 800 bullcjcks, were now 
at Surkhakan in Jjaghman. A fine of 4,000 rupees 
w'as exacted from tlie villages between Jalalabad and 
Darunta for not giving wanung of the raid, and for 
pernritting the robbers to pass through their lands. 

About the same period rumours of coming dis¬ 
turbances were prevalent in Besud. This district is a 
small riebly iirigated and tnangular cultivated piece of 
country in the angle between tlie Kabul and Kunar 
Ri^ers, immediately opposite Jalalabtrcl. Tiiere are two 
paths leading nortiiw'aixls, one along the right bank of 
the Kunar River past Tokehi, and the other running 
over the Paikoh Pass, about 2 miles west of the former, 
and separated from it by a high hill running north and 
south, and about 4 miles in length. The Tokehi defile 
is passable by infantry in single file, and cavalry t:an 
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lead through it, though with some risk, as the path at 
one place lay along a wooden aqueduct 4 feet wide, 
overhanging the Kunar River. T'he Paikob Pass ])re- 
sents no difficulties. The only portions of Resiid in 
which troops can act are strips on the banks of the 
two rivers, and the slopes at the foot of the range of 
fiills. 'rhe whole centre of the district is, at this season, 
under rice cultivation, and foi*ms an expanse of stand¬ 
ing water and marsh, intersected by numerous deep 
w'ater-courses with ditches branching from them in all 
directions. 

On the bth May Brigadier-General l^oran repented 
that Mulla Khalil, a fanatic priest, who had been for 
some days past preaching a religious war in Kunar, and 
gathering the vrild freebooters of the frontier to his 
standard, had occupied Be.su d and Goshta with a large 
number of Safis. Accordingly, Genera] Doi'an moved 
the head-quarters of his {the 2iid) Section of the Khyber 
I'jine I’orce from Ro'/abad to Jalalabad, and detained 
at the latter place the jjth Fusiliers, who were en rattle 
to Safed Sang. 

'[’he 4th Madras Infantry was also ordered fi’pm 
Rozabad to Jalalabad, and its place was supplied 
temporarily by trvo companies 9th Bengal Itifantry, 
from Safed Sang. 

Meanwhile, in order to prepu'e for the contingency 
ol‘ having to cros,s tlie Kabul River into Besud. the 
Brigadier had ordered rafts to be got ready by^ the 
Governor of Jalalabad for the transport of troops. Tjiis 
precaution was nece.ssaiy in consequence of the rising 
of the river at this season of ti\e year, caused by the 
melting snows, w'hich compelled the dismantling of 
the bridge:S. On the 14th May, to give confidence 
to the Governor and people of the Jalalabad district, 
Brigadier-General Doran resolved to occupy the Fort of 
Pir Muliaimnad Khan on the further .side of the river, 
about half a mile above the bridge. J'wo hundred 
rifles 1st and 4th Madras Ini'atitry, under command of 
Major G. Tyndall, 1st Madras Infantry, were accord- 
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ji^o’ly sent ficross the river on rails. Gii the 15th JVlay 
the head-quarters of the Central India Horse readied 
.Inlalabad, and in the afternoon Hfty sabre.s wore sent 
across the river to join Major Tyndall’s detachment. 
On the 16th two companies of tlie 9th Bengal Infantry 
arrived from Kozabad, to reinforce the Jalalabad garrison 
during the impending operations in Besud. On the 
same day a cha alr>^ reconnaissance was pushed forward 
by the Tokclii defile to Shigai, within ti miles of Shewn, 
on the right bank of the Kunar River. ’I’he force at 
.Jalalabad was yet further strengthened on the irth 
May, when the 12th Foot and four guns of 1-A, Royal 
Horse Artillery, marched in on their way to India, and 
Hrigadier-General Doran determined, in view of the 
necessity for action in Besud, to detain both corps 

temporarily. . 

The next day definite news was received of the 
threatening attitude of Mulla Khalil, in consequence 
of which 200 rifles .5th Fusiliers, 200 rifles 12th Foot, a 
troop of Central India Horse, and a division of No. 1 
Mountain Battery crossed the river forthwith; on the 
.same date Brigadier-General Doran received orders 
from Major-General Bright, commanding the Khybcr 
Line Force, to attack the enemy on the 19th May. 

'riie only known path by which the troops could 
reach the practicable ground at the foot of the hills was 
by first following the bank of the Kabul Rivei up-stiCiim 
for about a mile, and striking off to the right m single 
file along a winding track through a ricc-sv amp. I Ins 
would bring them out on the slopes at the north-west 
comer of Besud, whereas the enemy w ere know n to be 
in the north-east angle betw'een the hills and the Kunar 
River. Brigadier-General Doran was thus compelled to 
act on a line parallel to his base on the Kabul River, so 
that the enemy’s left was as near Dabela, and the 
bridge-head opposite .Jalalabad, as was the British right. 
Moreover, the intervening swamp was by no means as 
impenetrable to an irregular enemy, acipiainted wnth 
every path and by-way in the country, as it was to the 
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Britisli troops. It was therefore (piite possible for the 
former to inureh on Dahehi and the bridge-head, wliile 
the Hritish column was seeking them along the base of 
the hills to the north of Besud. And this, in fact, was 
their intention. 

(ienerul Doran’s object, therefore, wjis to strike 
a blow at the enemy as quickly as possible before they 
.should be aware of his having left Dubela Kala. On 
the morning of the 19th May, at 4.90 o’clock, he 
marched with the following tioops: 


C'eiitral India Horse, 1 squadron, Lieutenant- 

(■olonel C. Martin. 

No. J Mountain llattery .... 
/)th Fusiliers, Colonel Howland 
12th Foot . . . . 

Ist Mailras Infantry, Colonel K. Dawson 
4th Madras Infantry. 


79 sabres. 

2 guns. 
17^i rides 'j 
ia3 
92 
92 


c 542 rifles. 


A small garrison was left in Dabela Kala; and the 
ofbeer in temporary command at .Talalabad was ordered 
to hold the bridge-head with troops from the garrison, 
and to place two guns of C-3, Royal xVrtillery, in 
position on the right bank of the river to sweep the 
ground in front of the works, should the enemy make 
a descent on the bridge-head. 

About () a.m. Brigadier-General Doran reached a 
small isolated hill about a mile ^vest of Beninga. From 
the summit of this he viewed the enemy, about 2,()()0 
strong, with eighteen .standards. 'I'heir right was pro¬ 
tected by a dry ditch in front of the fort, and was 
strojigly held. Along the line, banks, ditches, and 
broken ground afforded excellent cover, and their left 
rested on Bulandgarh, a village on the edge of the 
marsh. As the Brigadier and his staff observed the 
enemy, they began to move in considerable numbers 
towards their left. It afterwards transpired that they 
had no idea of the proximity of a force strong enough 
to take the initiative, and were even then on their way 
to the bridge-head and to Dabela Kala, which latter 
they believed to be held by only eighty men. The gi'oups 
on the hill were mistaken for a reconnoitring patrol. 
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_ _..eral Doran had no wish now to check a move¬ 
ment which took tlie enemj^ into ojpen ground away 
from the pass through which lay their line of retreat. 
He therefore <lirected Colonel F. Dawson, command¬ 
ing 1st Madras Infantry, the next senior officer to 
himself, to bring up the troops and place them in close 
formation behind the hill. The enemy meanwhile con¬ 
tinued to take ground to their left until they suddenly 
discovered the force, and came to a halt. 

Concealment being no longer possible, General 
Doran ordered Colonel Dawson to attack. 

The detachments of British infaiitry were each formed 
in three companies, and the native infantry detachments 
in two companies. The 5th Fusiliers on the left ex¬ 
tended one company, with one in support, and the third 
in echelon to the left rear as a reserve. In the centre the 
1st Madras Infantiy e.xtended one company, supported 
by the other. On the right the 12th Foot extended a 
company, with the second in support, and the tliiid in 
reserve. The detachment “tth Madra,s Infantry formed 
the general reserve, and the mountain guns were kept 
in rear of all till wanted. I'he cavalry detachment was 
to the left rt:ar ; it watched the exposed flank, and was 
in readiness to cut off' the enemy from tlie hills. 

In this order the troops advanced until within 600 
or 700 yards of the Afghans. The guns then opened 
fire as well as the intUntry. The latter fired very 
steadily and well, so much so that the enemy’s right 
could not face tlie shower of bullets, and began to 
make off towards the hills. 

Brigadier-General Doran at once sent the cavalry 
against them. I^ed by Colonel Martin, the detach¬ 
ment of Central India Horse swept along between the 
hills and the fort, overtaking the enemy and killing 
about twenty-five. 

Some, however, of the defenders of the fort, seeing 
their retreat cut oft, resolved to stand their ground. A 
few of these were lulled either just outside oi in the 
quadrangle. The survivors then retreated into the 
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south-eastern tower and stood at bay, nor were they 
overpowered until the wall had been breached with 
shell and a hand-to-hand conflict had followed in which 
[jieutenant-Colonel Rowland, Captain II. Kilgoiir, 
(^olor-Sergeant 'Wood and three private.s of the 5th 
Fusilier'S distinguished thein.selves. 

Altogether, the enemy’s loss in killed was not 
less than 70, besides many wounded. Among the 
troops (wlio nmrrbered 24 British officers and 084 
of all other grades actually engaged) the casualties 
were very few. Tiieutenant-Colonel Rowland and 
six men were wounded, for the most part with sword- 
cuts, besides one horse killed and five wounded. 

By 10 a.m. the last shot had been fired, and the 
return march to Dabela Kala began. 

On the morning of the 21st May the troops marched 
to Azimulla Khan Kala, a strong fort on the northern 
side of the Paikob Pass, which was destroyed. Next 
day a combined movement, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rowland (whose w'ound was slight) and T.ieutenant- 
Coloncl Martin, surrounded the fort of Banaras Khan, 
which was also destroyed; and on the evening of the 
same date the difficult task of recrossing the river 
to Jalalabad w'as undertaken. The river had been 
rising rapidly, and was now a formidable torrent; but 
the detachment of the 12th Foot and a divi.sion of 
C-3, Royal Artillery, which had joined the force at 
Dabela on the 19th, got over on that day, and the 
guns were placed in position on the right bank to 
cover the passage. 

The river continued to rise during the night, and on 
the morning of the 23rd the sole remaining bridge over 
the southern branch of the river wsis carried away. 
The troops on the left bank had now to cross either t>n 
rafts or by swimming the whole breadth of the Kabul 
River in flood, some 400 yards of rushing water. 
'iVenty elephants and seven small rafts, supported 
by inflated skins, were the only means at hand. J’he 
current wiis so strong that rafts could not be towed 
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against it, and tlie elephants could only breast the 
stream with diflicnlty. 'Phe latter had to wade through 
6 feet of water with their loads, and the rafts w’ere 
taken out after each trip and carried up-stream for 
half a mile to enable them to hit the landing-place. 
Under these diflfVidt conditions the division of the 
mountain battery with all its mules, three troops of 
cavalry with all their horses and some of their ponies, 
the detachment Madras Sappers and Miners, and some 
of the native infantry, were brought over. I'hc guiis 
ei-ossed on elephants. The infantry, with all the bag¬ 
gage and the saddlery of the cavalry, were conveyed on 
rafts or elephants. 1'he horses, mules, and baggage 
animals swam the 400 yards of river, in many cases 
with their owners or dnvers riding them or sMumming 
alongside. Some men of the Ontral India Horse 
crossed as often as ten times to swim horses and ponies 
over; many cro.ssed six or seven times. I’icked 
swimmers with ropes and unrolled turbans were placed 
down-stream to assist exhausted men and animals, 
and saved many that must otherwise have been 
carried down the stream to almost certain destruction. 
Brigadier-General Doran recorded that all ranks woi’ked 
splendidly. It was not to be expected, however, that 
so dangerous a passage could be made without loss. 
A battery driver and a sowar’s horse w^ere unfortunately 
swept away and drowned. 

Next day, the 24th May, the few remaining troops 
were brought across; sixty-five men of the 5th Fusiliers, 
on the twenty elephants, being the last to leave 
Besud. 

Events of a somewhat similar nature had meanwhile 
been in progress in the neighbourhood of Pesh-Bolak, 
where Brigadier-General W. A. Gib, commanding the 
1st Section, Khyber Line Force, had received certain 
intelligence of a tribal gathering at Shershai, under 
one Alulla Fakir. Accordingly, at 11 a,im on the 
18th May, the Brigadier marched from Pesh-Bolak 
with the following troops: 



MAZTNA 

8 th tlussai>i 
5 th Bengal Cavalry 
L-5, R.A. . 

^i-l4th Foot 
32nd Pioneers 


AND 


HISARAK 

. , 135 sabres, 

. no „ 

4 gnus. 

. 450 rifles. 

, . 206 „ 



Three days’ supplies and ammunition, but no tent.s, 
accompanied the troops. While the operations were 
proceeding Brigadier-Deneral Gib stopped the man'h ot 
tlie 8th Hussars to India. 

The column reached Shershai at 8 a.m. on tlie 
10th, after a difficult and trying march, but without 
having encountered anj' opposition. Information 
there received that the enemy were at Mazma, and 
a reconnaissjuice was made in that direction to ascertiun 
the nature of the intervening country. I he Brigadier 
also seized the chief men of Shershai and the neighbour¬ 
ing villages as hostages, in order to secure his rear from 
attack while engaged with Mulla Fakir. 

Early on the morning of the iiOth May the troops 
marched towards Mazina. ’Fhere was no road, and the 
route lay over a stony plain, intersected with ravines, 
and extremely difficult for artillery ; however, with the 
aid of working parties from the 32nd Pioneers, all 
difficulties were successfully surmounted. 

About half-past seven the enemy were discovered in 
a .strong position in the cultivated portion of the valley. 
The country was studded with forts, and broken by 
orchards, terraced fields, and water-course.s. The 
enemy’s line was about a mile in length and laced 
south-east, the front being strengthened by stoiie 
breastworks. In rear was a broad stony river-bed. 
almost dry at this season, and beyond this again the 
collection of walled villages known as Hisarak. As the 
troops approached, the enemy beat their 
defiantly waved their standards. Tlie Political Officer, 
however, anxious to detach tlie villagers, sent a flag 
of truce by a native cavalry officer in political employ, 

which was promptly fired on. ^ 

Brigadier-General Gib determined to attack at once. 
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His line of advance being due west, brought him nearly 
on the left Hank of the Afghans, and apiinst this he 
directed his attack, supporting his infantry by the 
lieaviest possible fiie fi'oin the guns, as the enemy were 
in great force. 

Two companies of the 14th Foot were extended to 
begin the athick, witli two companies in support, 'fhe 
32nd Pioneers were in eoJunm to the right rear of tlie 
14th Foot. The four guns unlimbered about 1,200 
yards in front of the enemy’s centre, and shelled the 
left wing. The cavalry were in readiness to ojjpose 
a counter-mo\ ement ftom the enemy’.s right. 

As the infantry advanced upon the Afghans, the 
latter opened a very heavy but fortunately an ill- 
directed fire; they offered a most stubborn resistance, 
and the progress of the infantry was slow though steady. 
Seeing that the 14th Foot were gaining ground, and 
the guns were producing a considerable effect, the 
General ordered the 32nd Pioneers to assume attack 
formation, sending two companies into the fighting line 
on the right of the British troops. 

Behind the left of the enemy’s line was a stone 
breastwork, screened by a bank from the fire of the 
guns, and this was obstinately held by the Afghans, 
it was finally carried by a bayonet charge, headed by 
Captain A. W. Noyes, 14th Foot, who was wounded 
in the hand as he led his men into the breastwork. 

'^rhe main body of the enemy now withdrew a short 
distance to a second position, to which they clung with 
considerable tenacity, and some cfises occurred of 
individual Afghans being bayoneted in their breast¬ 
works. Gradually, however, the steady advance of the 
infantry rolled up the Afglian line, and as they were 
driven back, the guns advanced to successive po.sitioas 
towards the right bank of the stream-bed, and by their 
fire hastened the rout of the tribesmen. 

By oire o’clock the enemy were di.spersed and out of 
the r.ange of infantry fire, and the action seemed to be 
at an end; but at this juncture fresh bodies appeared 
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from the direction of Mazina and began tiring on the 
troops. The infantry therefore again advanced and 
rapidly drove the enemy quite out of the valley into 
very diflicult ground to the hills some 5 or 0 miles off. 

It was now late and the troops were recalled and 
bivouacked at Mazina, occupying several of the numerous 
Afghan forts, Tsh)t a single shot was fired during the 
night. 

'fhe enemy were estimated to have lost at least 120 
killed, and by their own account upwards of 200 
wounded. Three stondards were captured by the 
troops. A number of prisoners were also taken, but 
being unarmed, they were handed over to the Politictil 
Officer. 

'I’hc casualties among the troops were very fe\\% a 
fac^t which was principally attributed by Brigadier- 
General Gib to the effective fire and good handling of 
the four guns of L-.5, commanded on this occasion by 
Captain B. F. Donvillc. 'fhe 14th Foot had two men 
killed, and one officer and three men wounded ; the 
J12nd Pioneers, one man wounded ; the battery, one 
officer and one man wounded. In this affair the camp 
followers behaved extremely well, the hospital kahars- 
freely venturing under fire to carry aw'ay the wounded. 
One W'as killed when close to Surgeon-Major 1). A. S. 
I’horburn, who was attending to a man of the 
11th Foot immediately in rear of tlie troops engaged. 

On the morning after the action the troops marched 
back to Shershai, the a2nd Ifioneers and squadron 
5tli Bengal Cavalry diverging en route to the village of 
Khadi, whose inhabitants had allowed Mulla Fakir 
to murder an official of the Government of .Jalalabad. 
Three different forts had each a tow'er blown up and 
the gateways destroyed. 

Next day the force halted at Shershai, and the 
32nd Pioneers W'ere again employed in blowing up 
tliree towers and dismantling a fort, as the people had 
here also permitted a local official to be butchered. 

On the 22nd the troops returned to I^esh-Bolak, no 
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MUCH HOSTILE ACTIVITY 

resistance of any sort having been encountered since 
the affair at Mazina. 

The last days of the mouth passed without notice¬ 
able incident. Mulla Khalil, after his defeat by 
Brigadier-General Doz’an, was said to have gone to 
Kama and there to be at the head of a gathering of 
Mohmands. To disperse this gathering a movement 
into Kama was sanctioned, but the operations had to 
be postponed in consequence of the swollen state of the 
Kabul River. On the 29th,. however, Brigadier-General 
Doran I’eported that tlie river was practicalde, and 
orders w^ere therefore is.sued for the projected movement 
to begin, assisted by two guns and 400 infantry from 
the 1st Section at Pesh-Bolak. 

MeanAvhile disquieting rumoui*s were also heard 
regarding i\smatul[a Khan's hostile activity, and the 
Mulla Fakir was said to have established himself in the 
Chapriar ^'^alley ; and finally it wjis reported that 
the I.,aghmanis were in open revolt against their 
Governor. Brigadier-General Arbuthnot Avas therefore 
directed to march to LTmar Khel via Rozabad, with 
No. 1 Movable Column, composed as folloAvs: 


Cavalry 

AililleVy . 

( British 
Infantry j 

Engineer Field Park (portion). 
Field Hospital. 


I (>th Dragoon Guards (.squadron). 
1. 4t}i Bengal Cavalry. 

11-9, R.A. 

, Mst Light Infantry. 

{ l.wt Gurkhas. 

.318t I 


l^unjab Infantry. 


Dll the ,3rd the column marched to Rozabad, where 
it M'as joined by “ I ” Company, Madrn.s Sappers and 
Miners; DanintaAvas reached on the 4th and A.smatulla 
Khan’s fort on the .5th, wdiere arrangements were made 
for constructing rafts, and a .spot selected for crossing 
the Kabul River. 'Fliis was eventually found opposite 
the fortified villages of Sali Kala, about 4 miles from 
Asmatulla Kluin’s fort, and tliere the column crossed in 
tAvo detachments on the 8th and 9th of June, having 
marched thither on the 7th. The squadron of Cara- 
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biniers and 3lst Punjab Infantry remained on the right 
liank of the river to hold Asmatulla Klian’s fort, under 
Major F. Tweddell of the latter corns. 

On the 10th .Tune Brigadier-General Arbuthnot 
marched against the villages of the Ut Ivhel Ghilzai 
raiders in Lagbrnun -with his main force, leaving 
5S sabres and H08 rifles to hold Dareh Ghat, which he 
had occupied in crossing. I'lie villages were deserted 
and there were no stores nor crops to destroy, the 
nomad inhabitants having anticipated their yearly 
departure by a few days so as to avoid punishment for 
their outrages. Nothing remained, therefore, but to 
blow up and destroy the forts and villages, W'hich were 
of but little value ; and this woi*k having been com¬ 
pleted, the whole of the column recrossed the river on 
the tlth .June. Whilst the outlying picciuets were 
being withdrawn from the left bank of the river, a .small 
party of Afghans kept up a continuous fire on the 
troops from behind hillocks on the T>aghman side, at 
a range of 700 yards. Two of the 1st Gurkhas were 
■slightly wounded, and two officers received contusions, 
'riie enemy’s fire was returned, but as they did not 
show above the hillocks, it was doubtful if any of them 
were hit, and it would iiave caused considerable delay 
to dislodge them. The whole of the animals were got 
across w'ithout accident, and the last of the colunm 
reached Asmatidla’s fort at 9 p.m. 

No. 1 Colunm marched to Amir Kala on the 12th, 
thence to Rozabad and Fort Battye, and finally, on the 
15th June, to Safed Sang, where, on the following day, 
Brigadier-General Arbuthnot made over its command 
to Brigadier-General R. Sale-Hill, prior to leaving for 
England. On the same date the (57th Foot and 45th 
Sikhs, which had been sent to strengthen .Jagdal.ak 
during the absence of the column, were ordered to 
return to Kabul. 

Meanwhile the projected expedition into Kama 
had also been carried out. On the 2nd .June No. 2 
Mo\ able Column, composed as under, and commanded 
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by lirigadicr-Ocneral Doran, was assembled on the 
right bank of the Kabul at Girdi Kats: 


Cavalry . 


Artillery . 


f iiritish 

Infaiitry . 


t. Native 


r Central India florse (150 wibref?), Lieiitenunt- 
1 Caloncd C. Martin, from Jalalabad. 

I 5tli ileni^al Cavalry (7 sabres), from Pesb^ 
I Holak. 

' L-o, 11. A. (2 fruiis). Lieutenant (t. ii, Simpson* 
from Pesh-Holak. ‘ ' 

C~0, K.A. (2 g*uns). Lieutenant ('. T. Hobin.son, 
from Jalalabad. 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 gnn.<»), laeutenant 
K H. Thackeray, from Jalalabad. 

/ U5th Fusiliers (200 rilles), LioutonanU^lonel 
I 'r. Rowland, from Jalalabml. 

I (239 rifles), LieuUuiant-Colonel 

V I). S. Warren, from Pesl)-Bolnk. 

' Otli Bengftl Infantry (350 rifles). Colonel T. K. 

Webster, from Jalalabad. 

32nd Pioneers (192 rifles), Captain A. P. 
Samuells, from Pesh-Bolak. 

^ 4th Madras Infantry (100 rifle.s), Major J. 
(TO<l.son, from Jalalahad. 

15th Madras Infantry (50 rifles), Lieutenant 
K. S. llastiniifs, from Pesh-Bolak. 

Pontoon train from Dakka. 


Oil this date news was received that Miilla Khalil’s 
band and the JMohinand Khans had dispersed on hearing 
that a IJritish force w'as marching against them, so 
opposition to the expedition wiis not expected. 

On the .‘h-d the column, which had now been ioined 
shippers of “C” Company, Madras Sappers ancl 
Mniers, began (Tossing the river into Kama by two 
femes, aboitt 2^ and 1| miles, respectively, above the 
cainp at (.iirdi Kats. The cavalry, mountain guns, and 
majority of the transport animals crossed at the upper 
terry, bivouacking for the night on an island oppo.site 
Sangar Sarai. 'riie main body of the infantry crossed 
by the lower ferry, and occupied a position by the fort 
ot Muhammad Amin Khan. The remainder of the 
column and a detachment of sappers from xVli Boghan 
crossed on tlic 4th .June, the guns of G-.3 and J.-5. 
Imyal Artillery, with 100 men of the .5th usiliers and 
14th boot being left to hold Girdi Kats. 

Next day a demonstration was made in a N.-E. 









A CONVOY LOOTED 




■^^ectioii, while the I^ioneers and Sappers were engaged 
in destroying the towers of the Maliks Baz Gul, Sadur 
Khan, arid Niir Muhammad, all of whom had assisted 
Mullah Khalil. All the inhabitants of the district came 
into camp and tendered their submission, and the 
object of the expedition having thus been gained 
M-ithout resistance, the troops recros.sed the river on 
the 0th and 7th June and marched back to their 


respect iA'e stations. 

While these events were in progress, the part of the 
Khyber occupied by (ieneral Gib with the 1st Section 
had not been free from disturbance. Raids on traders 
were made near Ali IMasjid on the 5th June and again 
on the t)th ; while on the 12th General Gib reported 
that serious hostile gatherings rvere taking place in 
J'irah. It appeared that several i\fridi tribes had com¬ 
bined together, under the leadership of a Saiad named 
Mir Bashir, and it was said that seven thousand men 
were assembled in the Bara ^’^alley, with the intention 
of attacking some part of the line of communication 
between I^andi Kotal and .lararud. 

In view of these reports the garrison of Ali Mtxsjid 
was reinforced by a company of the 18th Royal Irish 
from I.andi Kotal, some of the 82nd Rioneers were 
sent to Basawal from Pesh-Bolak, ndiile 200 of the 
15th Madras Infantry from Basawal reinforced J^andi 
Kotal. 

On the 19th June a successful attack was made by 
the tribesmen on a convoy proceeding from Jagdalak to 
Pezwun, and a considerable amount of property was 
carried off; a naik of the 22nd Punjab Infantry W'a.s 
killed, as well as a sick sowar of the 3rd Bengal 
Ca\^alry. A similar raid took place on the same road 
on the 29th, at about 7.30 a.m.; between one and 
two hundred Afghans rushed down on the rear guard of 
a convoy which consisted of some men of the 31st 
Punjab Infantry and 4th Bengal Cavalry, and fired u 
volley, killing three men of the 31st, dangerously 
wounding tliree more, as well us wounding two horses 



disquieting rumours 
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,M tlie Bengal Cavalry ; they also succeeded in carrying 
off eleven pack-bullocks, five sheep, and four rifles and 
accoutrements of the 31st r\m}iib Infantry. Captmn 
R. A. Swetenliam, of the 27th Punjab Infantry, who 
was travelling with the convoy on his way to Kabul to 
rejoin l\is regiment, assumed command of the few men 
(about fifteen) who formed the convoy party, and, 
assisted by lAeutenant R. H. B. 'Faylor and (^olor- 
Sergeant ilamilton of the 25th hoot, kept the eneitiy 
off, and prevented them from carrying off more property, 

till assistance arrived. r^ >v 

(3n receiving news of the attack, Major 1*.^ S. lerry, 
commanding the 25th Foot, sent out reinfiorceinents 
from Pezwaii witli all possible despatch ; and (.^aptaui 
.1. L. Ross with eighty-one men of the same corps, who 
were marching from .lagdalak Kotal to Pezwan, hearing 
the firing, cut across country in rear of the point 
attacked. At the same time. Captain H. G. Dixon, 
from .lagdalak Kotal, took a party across the lulls, Jind 
got within range of one party of the enemy as they 
were retiring. Major 'ferry estimated the enemy at 
200 ; three dead Afghans were left behind, and it was 
repoi*ted that others had been seen to fall. 'I'he spot 
where the attack was made had been patrolled by 
cavalry, and the mail had passed <’*nly five minutes 
before the attack was made. 

About the same date as this attack news was brought 
in of Asmutulla Khan’s continued activity about 'rezin, 
where he was said to have been joined by IlMslum 
Khan, who had just fled from Kabul, and 
ISIuhammad Khan ; it was reported that an attack by 
these chiefs might be expecte(l about the 2nd July. 

In view of the.se disquieting rumours the garrisons of 
Jagdalak and Seh Baba were reinforced by moving the 
troops that composed No. 1 Movable C’olumn from 
Jagdalak to Jagdalak Kotal, the rest of the 1st 
Gurkhas (150 men) and one company 51st Light 
Infantry from Safed Sang joining them there, and 100 
men of the 1st Gurkhas yrere .sent to Seh Baba. 
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CONTINUED OU l'RAGES 

On tlie 30th June another attack was made by 
raidei’s fi’orn Hisai’ak on a party of ten men of the 51st 
Iji/jht Infantry sent on in advance of a convoy from 
Pezwan to crown the heights at the half-way place 
to Jagdalak Kotal. I'his party on approaching their 
destination perceived the enemy advancing in some 
numbers towards the road, from the neighbouring 
hills, and immediately opened fire on them. 

Lieutenant C. G. R. Thackwell, 51st P'oot, hearing 
the sound of fu-ing, went forward and, taking command 
of the ten men, led them up the hill and gallantly 
drove the Afghans off the neighbouring ridges; in 
performing this duty Lieutenimt Thackwell was severely 
wounded and disabled, a bullet passing through his 
shoulder. The convoy in the meantime approached, 
accompanied by forty-two rifles of the 51st I^ight 
Infantry, w'ho were proceeding to join the detachment 
of their corps with the movable column ; these men 
soon cleared the road, and, occupying the heights above, 
enabled the convoy to pass in safety. 

The month of July* did not open auspiciou.sly for 
the tranquillity of the line of communication, which had 
been thus frequently disturbed. Outrages still con¬ 
tinued ; the telegraph wire was cut near Pezwan and 
the jnzailchi posts betw'een there and Safed Sang w’ere 
attacked. It became evident that some vigorous 
measures were neces.sary, and accordingly, on the 4th 
July, Brigadier-Genei’al Sale-FIill instructed Colonel 
Ball Acton, commmiding the 51st King’s Own liight 
Infantry (which was at Pezwan about to relieve the 
25th King’s Own Borderers), to march from Pezwan 
on the same night so as t(i reach the village of 
Nargozai by daylight, and punish it for its share in 
the late disturbances; at the same time Lieutenant- 
Colonel .1. Fryer was directed to co-operate with 
two squadrons of the Carabiniers from Safed Sang 
via Tutu, 

* Many changes had lately taken place in the location of troop on the 
line: for a distribution list, dated tlie 80t)i June, sec Appndix XXlll, 






NAllGOZAI 



Colonel Acton nwirched out, as ordered, with the 
following force: 


/ /''nonlv.ir CiH orvuToi«o\ llnccfilflar (vfilaK Sincrli, 



^ ni8t Punjab Infantry (04 ri/les), Sulmdur Jowahir Singh, 


Acting on previous expei-ience of night-marching. 
Colonel Acton decided to have no horses, ponies, or 
mules with the coluinii, except such as were ridden, 
and the guns, baggage, and reserve aininunition, etc,, 
followed at their best pace, but kept all closed up 
together and did not attempt to keep up with the 
column; they received ordex's to halt at some conve¬ 
nient place one or two miles short of Nargozai till sent 
for. Tn consequence of having no baggage animals, the 
column advanced quicker than on any previous night 
inareh, and the men were thus saved mucii fatigue. 

Meantime 1 iieutenant-C’olonel .1. Fryer lell Safed 
Sang at 1.1)0 u.m. with two squadrons of the Carabi- 
niers and seventeen sabres 4th Bengal Cavaliy, and 
just before dayliglit debouched into the 'Futu Valley. 

Major Terry led the advance guard of Colonel 
Acton’s force, which, after experiencing some difficulty 
in getting through the village of Samuda in the darkr 
ness, proceeded on towards Gatgai. About three miles 
from Nargozai a native started up tdose before the 
advanced files and disappeared In the darkness, and 
after another mile this occurred again. Just as it was 
getting light, the Carabiniers under Colonel Fryer were 
sighted two miles to the left of the Pezwan colamn, 
and when within about half a mile of Nargozai some 
loud shouting was heard in the village, and several 
alarm shots were fired, but they were not returned. 

'Fhe village of Nargozxii is sun’ounded by walled 
orchards, which fortunately were not occupied. East 
and west are nafm, which afford good cover, and 
eastward again is a hill, the end of a spur coming down 
from the Safed Koh : a ridge of this, parallel to oxir 
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iront, strengthened with sungars afforded a strong line 
for the eiieiiiy. 

Immediately on the alarm being given in Nargozai, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fryer sent two troops, under 
Caj)tain H. B, Hamilton, to seize and hold the 
ground between it and the important village of Petla, 
situated one mile north-east of Nargozai, with a view 
to preventing any assistance being sent to the latter 
place. Fire was opened on these two troops by a party 
of men in a ravine, and about the same time an attempt 
was made by a large body of Afghans to advance from 
Petla; this was, however, immediately checked by 
Colonel Ball Acton’s attacking force, supported by the 
other two troops of the C^arabiniers. Major Terry, wth 
the King’s Own Borderers, meanwhile carried the lieight 
east of Nargozai, being met by a sharp lire, which, 
however, ceased as soon as the attacking party began to 
•ascend. The village itself was evacuated and was <juite 
empty when the troops reached it; no punishment 
could therefore be inflicted but to fire the place, which 
was accordingly done, while part of the force (a company 
of the 2,5th under Captain F. E. Carleton. tiie ‘fist 
Punjab Infantry detachment under Subadar .Jownhir 
Singh, and some of the .51st I^ight Inftuitiy) advanced 
into the .fokan Valley, where the Punjabis had some 
smart skirmishing, and had three men wounded, two of 
them mortally. Two small villages in the .lokan X’alley 
were burned, and the force then retired, it being deemed 
unwise to attempt to follow the scattered bauds of 
Afghans into the difficult country, cut up by deep nalas 
and gorges, east of the village of Nargozai. 

The movable column was now^ (.5th .Inly) massed at 
Madarbnnd, half way between l*ez\van and .fagdalak 
Kotal, and although shots were still fired into the camp 
at night and at columns on the road, yet the expedition 
against Nargoza.i had evidently, on the whole, had a 
quieting effect in the district; the gatherings reported 
in the neighbourliood of the ’Tezin were said to have 
broken up, and the excitement had considerably abated. 
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THE RAFT SERVICE 



Preparations now began in earnest for the withdrawal 
of the Ih'itish forces from North Afghanistan. All the 
lieavy baggage and surplus stores both from Kabiil and 
from the Khyber line were gradually moved down 
towards I ndia ; tlie raft service from .Jalalabad to Dakka 
much facilitated the movement, and the rafts continued 
to ply daily during the early part of the month. Ry 
this means of transport 18,720 maunds of baggage 
and 2,078 men, chieHy invalids, were conveyed from 
Jalalabad to Dakka. 

On the 10th July, however, some rafts were fired at 
near Chard eh, and on the 12th so determined an attack 
was made upon them near ].<achipur that this method 
of transport had to be temporarily diseontinued, until 
arrangements could be made for the adequate protection 
of the rafts. 

With the beginning of August the withdraAval 
of sick and of sui’plus stores was continued busily, and 
on the 4th of the month the gradual retirement of 
troops along the Khyber line commenced, in con¬ 
junction 'with that of Sir Donald Stewart’s force from 
Kabul. 

Several rumours had reached l.,andi Ivotal early in 
the month of gatherings of Afridis in 'I’irah, and on the 
80th July large bodies of raiders were supposed to be 
collected under Saiad Mir Bashir in the Bazar Valley. 
Every precaution was taken by Brigadier-General (iib. 
commanding the Section of the Khyber, but the reports 
proved to be without mucli foundation. These rumours, 
however, were very harassing to the troops, and in¬ 
creased materially the already arduous convoy duties, 
which often extended to twelve hours in one day. 

Major-(ieneral Bright iVnd the head-quarters of the 
Khyber I.,ine Force left Gandamak for Rozabad on the 
1.5th August; on the Kith they marched to Jalalabad, 
where General Bright halted on the 17th, 18th, and 
19th, and inspected the working of the raft service. 

On the 20th General Bright marched to Lachipur, 
moving on the next day, 21st August, to Basawal; 
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the piiytnent of a corps of Jazaik'his wliicli the tribes 
desired to maintain. In consideration of these pjiy- 
nients the Afridis have covenanted to undertake entire 
and exclusive responsibility for the freedom and security 
of the road, and to ocrrupy with the Jazailclih, Ali 
Masjid and other important posts as far as Landi Khana. 
Beyond this point their responsibility does not extend, 
Landi Khana being the defined western limit of the 
independent tribal territory in which, for the purpose ot 
keeping open and free of interruption the passes into 
India, the authority of the Kabul Government is not 
recognised,” 

The final evacuation of the Khyber was there¬ 
upon arranged. 'J'he movement commenced on the 
18th iMarch, and concluded without incident on the 
28th March, 1881, when the Khyber Brigade was 
broken up. 
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Ol'KRA'l'fONS IN THE Kl'RKAM DISTRlC/r l-'ROM JANUARY' TO 
OC'l'OUKR, 1880. 

The opening months of 1880 were uneventful in tlie 
Knrram Valley. 'I'he force left in occupation by Sir 
Frederick Roberts was under the joint command of 
Brigiulier-Generals J, Watson, v.c., and .1. .1. II. Gordon, 
C.B., the former having chief command over the district. 

The chief difliculty which was encountered was the 
ill-health of the troops. Some regiments, especially the 
29th Punjab InfVintry, were terribly reduced by the re¬ 
sults of their exposure in the previous year, and urgently 
required relief. 'Phe 29th lost 51 native officers and 
men between the begimiing of November and the end 
of .January, and on the lUth .January General Watson 
reported that not more than 200 or 250 men in the 
regiment could stand any severe fatigue. 

Major-General Tytler died of pneumonia at 'I'hal 
on the 14th February, and the command of the forces 
in the Kurram devolved on Brigadier-Cieneral Watson. 
(Colonel 11. L. R. Newdigate, 4th RiHe Brigade, suc¬ 
ceeded Brigadier-General Gib, who mo\ ed to the Kabul 
line in command of an infantry brigade at the beginning 
of March, 

On the 13th March the Commander-in-C'hief repre¬ 
sented to the Government of India the anomalous 
position of Brigadier-General Watson in the Kurram 
district, who, though having the rank only of a brigadier, 
was nevertheless in command of a division consisting 
of one cavalry brigade, four batteries of artillery, and 
three infantry brigades, while for staff he had but a 
joint commander in Brigadier-General .J. .1. II, Gordon, 
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THE KURRAM district 

one Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General, one 
officer officiating in that appointment, and two bngade- 
mniors. The Commander-in-Chief recommended that 
General Watson should have temporary rank of Major- 
General and a proper divisional staff ot a.a.({. and 
a.o.m.u. and d.a.q.m.o. These proposals were at length 
sanctioned by Gov’ernment on the 29th iVpiil. ^ 

A fortnight later (lath May) the Kurram District 
Force was divided into two brigades, designated re¬ 
spectively the Upper and I.ower K urram Rrigade. (For 
effective strength at the end of April, see Appendix 
XXV.) 

Meanwhile the peace of the district remained almost 
completely undisturbed. On the 19th April, ho^yeyer 
a report was recei\'ed from 'I'hal that the Wazins had 
collected in Maidan, about 8 or 9 miles south of the 
former place. It was reported that about 9,000 had 
assembled there, under the leadership of Mulla Adkar 
and Gulab Miah. I'he officer commanding at lhal 
eoiiseriuently ordered a detachment ot 40 men of the 
nth Bengal Infantry to strengthen the garrison in the 
d/ih' bungalow enclosure ^ and a cavalry reconnaissance 
was ordered from Thai toward.s Maidan to obtain 
reliable information. This party, consisting of 82 
sabres of the 18th Bengal Cavalry, under the command 
of Captain G. L. R. Richardson, cros-sed the lyuiTain 
River south of 'fhal, and, on approaching Biland K iel, 
struck off to the right towards Maidan. WHien they 
iiad gone aliout 8 miles they came on a body of the 
enemy, estimated at about 600 strong. Shots were 
exchaViged, but as the object of the reconnaissance had 
been sufficiently effected in discovering the enemy s 
position and strength. Captain Richardson withdrew 
towards Fort. Khapianga. 'fhe enemy followed as tar 
as the hills to the .south of the fort, tiring at long 
ranges, but only succeeded in hitting two ho^es. Ihe 
A\hiziris were reported to have lost four killed and f’ght 
wounded among the former was their leader, Gulab 
Miah. A detachment, under Lieutenant McMullen, 
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was left in the fort, and the remainder of the party 
returned to Tlml. 

The month of May opened with an unfortunate 
attair in Lower Kurram, where, on the night of the 
1st May, a body of marauders effected an entrance into 
Cliapri jjost and murdered Lieutenant O, B. V\'ood of 
the Transport Department, one sowar of the l.’lth 
Bengal Lancers, one sepoy of the 5th Bengal Infantr)^ 
and eight doolie-bearers, while one dafadar and one 
sowar and several followers were wounded. 'Phe news 
reached Brigadier-General New'digate at Manduri, wliere 
he was on inspection duty, and on its receipt he im¬ 
mediately rode over to Chapri to enquire into the 
affair. It appeared that the Khatak guard of six men, 
who formerly occupied a small shed outside, and within 
10 yards of the enclosure on the north-west angle, had 
absented themselves without leave. The enenxy, taking 
advantage of this, effected an entrajice by pulling down 
the wall close to this shed. A sentry of the 5th Bengal 
Infantry was posted inside the enclosure within 20 yards 
of the spot, and was killed on his post; but as he did 
not fire or give any alarm, it was supposed that he wa.s 
asleep. Tlie enemy were thus enabled to enter the 
cattle enclosure and to athick those within it w'ithout any 
alarm being raised, and to inflict the heavy loss of twenty- 
seven killed and wounded on the garrison before the 
latter could drive them out. No pursuit was attempted 
by the garrison, and the assailants retreated unmolested. 

(General Newdigate, on learning the nature of this 
attack, ordered parties out at once from 'I'hal and 
Manduri; no enemy was met witli by either, but the 
j)artyfromiMHuduri came acro.ss numerous tracks of blood. 

From information received, it appeared that the 
assailants were an advanced portion of a considerable 
gathering of armed men on the banks of the Kaitu. 
They w'ere not well armed or equipped, as their original 
intention was only to rob and murder at any favourable 
opportuj^ity. 'J'heir loss w'as reported to be four killed 
and four wmunded. 
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^4 MALIK NANAIC 

It was afterwards fiscertaiiied that they were in¬ 
habitants of the villages I^anda and Sada in Eastern 
Khost. 

On the same date (2nd May) General New'digate 
received intelligence that a large body of Wazirs, some 
1,500 or 2,000 strong, under MuUa Gulab Pir and 
Wazir Adam Khan, had collected on the Shabakghar 
range, about 9 miles from Manduri. It was further 
reported, on the 3rd, that the Wazirs intended attacking 
Lhapri, .Manduri, and Badshah Kot that night. The 
garrison of Ahmad-i-Shama, which was not strong 
enough to resist a detennined attsick, was accord in^dy 
withdrawn and sent to Chapri, which was further rein¬ 
forced by 100 rifles and (> sabres from Thai, while 
50 rifles and 6 sabres were sent from Chapri to Man¬ 
duri. Forty sabres proceeded from there to Khapianga, 
with orders to move, with 20 rifles at daybreak, up 
the right bank of the Kurram River, to cut oft the 
retreat of any attacking party. None of tlie posts were, 
however, attacked, and a fortnight later (17th IVlay) it 
was reported that the W^azir raiders had dispersed on 
hearing of the preparations for defence. 

On the evening of the 22nd information was given 
to Brigadier-General .1. J. H. Gordon at Paiwar Kotal, 
by Major K. U. Conolly, Political Officer, that the Jaji 
Malik Nanak was at his village, Karmana, 8 miles south 
of Ali Khel. This man was a notorious intriguer and 
an enemy of the British, and had been most active in 
endeavouring to stir up the neighbouring tribes, though 
he had been pardoned for similar conduct last year. 
General Gordon decided to try and capture him, or, 
failing that, to destroy his stronghold. Accordingly, 
he started at 11 p.m. on the same night with the 
following force: 

IS lance.s 13th Bengal Ijiiicers. 

2 guns 1-8, ll.xV. (Mountain Battery). 

300 lilies 85th Regiment. 

100 rifles 2-8th Regiment. 

40 rifles 28th Punjab Infantry. 
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THE SUMMEK MONTHS 

'I'he troops marched rapidly and quietly, avoiding 
the village of AH Khel, and suri’ounded Karmana at 
4 o’clock on the mornirig of the 23rd. Here it was found 
that Malik Nanak had left the night before; his tower 
wa.s blown up and completely levelled, and the people 
of the place disarmed. After halting at Karmana for 
four hours, the force returned towards the Paiwar Kotal, 
halting three hours for breakfa.st at Ali Khel. The 
force reached the Paiwjir Kotal at 6 p.m., the troops 
having covered 32 miles in 21 hours, inclutling halts. 

'rhe month of June was similarly uneventful, and, 
beyond reconnaissances of the passes over the Safed 
‘Koh between Sikaram and Matungeh, there were no 
military operations to be recorded. A few movements 
of troops took-place, but, notwith.standing occasional 
rumours of threatening gatherings, no outrages of the 
prevailing tramiuillity ensued. A more serious enemy 
than the tribesmen, however, was encountered in an 
outbreak of rinderpest amongst the commissariat and 
transport cattle, and of foot-and-mouth disease amongst 
the camels, the former of whicli assumed considerable 
proportion.'; before it could be checked. 

'J'he months of July and August were equally 
uneventful, and passed without any more important 
hostilities than occasional attacks by marauders upon 
convoys and transport animals. 

Meanwhile, although the health of the troops was 
good along the upper part of the Kuri'am line, in Lower 
Kurram it was most unsatisfactory, and mrUarial fever of 
a serious type was prevjilent. 

'Phe transport animals in the Kurram were also still 
in had condition; the mortality amongst the camels 
was very heavy, and those which survived were quite 
unfit for work and terribly emaciated, notwithstanding 
every effort to improve their condition. 

Prepax'ations for the final evacuation of the Kurram 
at an early date were now in progress; stores, which 
had been collected at the Paiw'ar Kotal, with a view to 
pai’t of the Kabul force returning to India by that 
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route, were Avithdrawn, as well as all other surplus 
commissariat supplies ; stifticient for six weeks only Avas 
retained at the FaiA\’'ar K.otal, and for one mouth at 
Shalozan.‘ 

As September advanced tlie Hritish toree Avas 
gradually Avithdrawn from the Upper Kurrani. All 
commissariat stores Avere withdTaAA’’n from the 1 aiAvai 
Kotal to Habib Kala, and the former place Avas 
evacuated on the 12th September, the troops falling 
back on Shalozan, and the head-quarters of the brigade 
being established at Bara Imam. On the Awthdrawal 
of the troops from the Paiwar Kotal, the lilockhouse 
and other buildings erected by the British at that 
Avere destroyed, while the Hariab Valley was handed 
over by Brigadier-Cieneral Crordon to Afghan deputies 
on behalf of tlie Amir. 

The march of the troops and removal or stores 
was much hindered and inconvenienced at this time, 
especially in the Upper Knrram, by heavy rain, which 
fell in torrents between the 8th find the 20th oi Sep- 
tember; the retirement, however, continued steadily, 
and without any hostile demonstration on the part 
of the tribesmen. All stores were removed from Habib 
Kala and Bara Imam by the 21st September, and 
on that date the troops fell back on Shalozan, AA'hence 
the I’ui-ther removal of the stores to Kurram was imme¬ 
diately commenc'ed, and continued up to the end of the 

month. , 

Kurram Fort was finally evacuated on the loth 
October, and was handed over to a Turi garrison on the 
following morning. General Gordon Avitli the rear 
o'uard of the Kurram Field Force, consisting of 1-8, 
Iloyal Artillery, 8,5th Eight Infantry, Kith Bengal 
Lancers (head-quarters), and 20th Punjab Infantry, 
reached Thai on the 21st October, and there the brigade 
head-quarters were established until further orders. 

‘ For stmi^h and distribution of the Kurram Field Force on 
lat September, see Appendix XXVI. 




CHAPTEH XVI 




THE IlOMHAY DIVISION IN' SOITHEUN AlXillANISTAN FROM 
THE REGINNIN'G OF APRIL TO THE END OF AUGUS'f, 1880 . 

We have now to turn to the events at and about 
Kandahar, where on the departure of the Bengal 
Divi.sion, Hrigadier-General K. Phayre was left in 
temporary command pending the arrival of Lieutenant- 
General J. M. Primrose, c.s.i. 

A week or two previously two Ilriti.sh otlicers, 
Captain H. F. Sliowers, Commandant of the Baluch 
Guides, and Lieutenant C. F. Fuller, h.e., had been 
treacherously attacked and the former murdered by 
Kakar marauders near the Khojak. I’he first work of 
the Bombay Division in April was to avenge this out¬ 
rage. With this object two small columns started 
respectively from Harnai and Gwal; they met on the 
Rrd April'and found that the Kakars had occupied 
a strong position near the Khojak defile; on the appear¬ 
ance of the troops, however, the enemy withdrew after 
only I'cry slight opposition, and the columns having 
recovered Captain Showers’ body and some of the 
df'bris from Lieutenant Fuller’s camp, returned to Gwal 
and Dargai by the (ith xVpril. 

On the nth April Lieutenant-fieneral Primrose 
with some of his staff' arrived at Kandahar, and took 
over command from Brigadier-General Phayre, who 
had been appointed commandant of the line of com- 
municatiom. 

Political charge wa.s not vested in General Primrose, 
as it had been in General Stewart. Major O. St, John 
was thus independent of the military commander; 
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FANATIC ATTACKS ON POSTS 

tills arrangement was possibly a contributory cause to 
the subsequent disaster at Maiwand. 

It was not long before disturbances commenced 
within Prigadier-General I’hayre’s new command. On 
the IStli April a message reached Major-General Prim¬ 
rose to the effect that the people of Zhob were in 
communication with the Kakars, and that hostilities 
might be expected against the posts and working parties 
on the line. On the following day further rumours 
were heard of hostile gatherings near Haghao, as well as 
in the Arghastan ^"alley. 

On this date (April IGth) the Road Commandant, 
iMajor S. .1. Waudby, l!)th Bombay lufantiy. Avith 
a clafadar and two sowars, .‘trd Sind Horse, and two 
sepoys of his own regiment, arrived at Dabrai, on his 
Avay to Kandahar after a tour of inspection. 

It jilterwards transpired that foi’ some days pre¬ 
viously a mulla, by name Sahibzada, had been inciting 
the villagers to rise and attack the posts of Gatai, 
Dabrai, and Mel Karez, and, having collected some 
ghazis, the mulla, with a Kakar named Shah Muhamma<l. 
prepared to attack tho.se posts on tlie night of the IGth. 

In the course of the afternoon of l(5th jfVpril, warn¬ 
ing of the impending danger was brought to Major 
W^audby by a Pathan sowar sent by the Achakzai chief 
Ghulam .Ian. Major \^’^audby accordingly barricaded 
the entrance to the post, using for that purpose bags of 
grain, etc. The post consisted of a simple enclosure 
surrounded by a w^all, 4| feet liigh, with a small ditch 
outside; its garrison, besides the five men with the 
lload Connnaiidant, was composed only of some Pathan 
levies. At 10 p.m. Major Waudby, who had been 
lying down to rest for an hour or two, after posting 
some sentries, arose and sent out two men to recon¬ 
noitre toAs^ards the Ioav hills on the east of the post. 
'I'hey had adA'anced but a short distance when the 
enemy, apparently about 300 strong, Avere seen coming 
over the hill. Major Waudby ordered his fne men to 
reserA'e their fire, and tiie assailants Avere kept at bay 
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for a short time, until the ammunition of the little 
party began to fail ; the enemy then made a rush and 
succeeded in gaining an entrance. Major Waudby 
fought to the last, and was said to have killed several 
of the enemy with a hog-spear. '^J'he T’athan levies 
seem to have bolted when the attack began. 

One sowar of the Sind Horse made his escape at 
the last moment, shot down the foremost of his 
pui’suers, and got away to the neighbouring hills, from 
whicl) he saw the post set on hre and the enemy 
making away with their plunder into the hills, where 
they quickly dispersed. 

Early in the morning the sowai’ observed a kaJUa 
coming from Chainan, and returned with it to the 
ruined post. 'I’he only person uninjured w^as a servant 
of Major Waudby wdio could speak l*ushtu, and had 
saved himself by reciting the Kahna. The dafadar w'as 
severely wounded, and had been left for dead, but he 
afterwards recovered. 'Fhe sowar got an i\fjghan dress 
from the kajita, and went on through the hills to 
Kandahar to report the affair. 

The best proof of the resistance offered by Major 
Waudby was that thirty dead bodies of tribesmen were 
counted ; and it was known that the assailants had 
carried away two dead bodies and many ^voundcd. 

Telegraphic communication between Kandahar and 
Cliaman was interrupted from a.m. on the 17th, 
but on receiving trustw'orthy information of the attack 
on Dabrai, Major-General Primrose promptly directed 
Colonel J. H. P. Malcolmson, commanding the Urd 
Sind Horse, to detail a troop of his regiment, under a 
British officer, with orders to push on to Mel Karez, 
and, if possible, to Dabrai, aiid to open communication 
with a wing (200 men) of Jacob’s Rifles, which was 
suppo.sed to have anmx*cl that morning at Gatni cu 
mute from Chaman. Similar precautions were taken 
by Brigadier-General Phayre from the direction of 
Chainan to ensure the safety of the posts ; but no 
further attempt was made by the hostile Kakars, who 



^0 ABIT SAIAD CAPTURED 

were said to be astonished and disheartened at the 
desperate defence made by the six men at Dabrai. 

The foregoing was not the only disturbance in 
Soutliern Afghanistan at this time. On the 18th 
Ap ril new.s was reeei\''ed at Kandahar of an attack on 
a convoy near Jaldak by the inhabitants of the Kajbaz 
villages, which are situated on the left bank of the 
d'amak, about 8 miles south of Kalat-i-CTliilzui, Two 
days afterwards a hostile gathering of Hotak Ohil/ais, 
under iMuhaminad Afzal, the Hotak chief, was reported 
to be at Sheori, 1*2 miles east of Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and 
to be planning an attack on the camel yard outside the 
fort at that place; thi.s gathering, however, broke up 
w’ithout any serious hostilities. 

. On tlie ‘27th April a force from Gatai and Chainan, 
composed as follows, marched with -lOO men of native 
levies against Abu Saiad’s force to inflict punishment 
for the attack on the Dabrai post: 


Shid Plorse ... .40 sibres. \ 

rooiia Hoi*se . • . 20 ,, Under Major F. (.\ 

Xo. 2 Monntfiiii liattery . 2 guns. , Singleton, 28tli 

Dili Bombay Infantry . 8o rilles. I ilombay Infantry. 

28th • • 85 ,, ) 


The force marched to the fort and halted within a 
mile of it, when a mes.sage was received that the fort 
would be given up without fighting. Abu Saiad hinrself 
was taken prisoner and carried back to Kandahar; his 
fort was destroyed. 

The outrages and disturbances iji tlie neighbourhood 
of Knlat-i-Ghilzai also necessitated punitive measures 
against the Kajba/, villages, and an expedition, undci' 
Colonel O. V'. 'ranner, consisting of 250 of the 2S)th 
Bombay Infantry (Baluchis), and a small signalling 
party fi’om the 6.0th Foot, marched on the night of the 
1st May for that purpose. 

By daybreak on the following morning Colonel 
'I’uluief reached and surrounded with his troops the 
three principal Kajbaz villages, and succeeded not only 
ill making twomaliks prisoners, and in securing hostages, 
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but also in rcco\eritig a quantity of‘ looted stores and 
in seizing a number of goats and sheep. 

At about 8 a.ni. on the same day news was received 
thsit a party of Popal'/ai and Ishakzai Duranis had taken 
up a position between Kajbaz and Kalat-i-Ghilzai; and 
these, to tlie number of about 240, were encoun¬ 
tered by Colonel Tanner on his return march. 'Jliey 
were j)osted on the Sliahbalan hill, 800 feet above the 
road, in a strong position. C'olonel 'rurner attacked 
them immediately and put them to flight, after they 
had lost fourteen killed, with their leader, Mu 11a Ahmiul, 
and eight [)risoners. The loss on the side of the Bi’itish 
was only one Baluchi wounded. 

On the l)th May Captains A. ,F. Garrett and F. W. 
Leckie with Lieutenant E. E. M. Lawford, of the 
Tran.sport Itepartuient, were fired at as they were 
returning late from Kohkaran to Kandahar. Captain 
Garrett w'as severely wounded in the arm and a sowar 
of the ard Sind Horse was slightly wounded in the 
wrist. Owing, however, to the lateness of the hour 
wlien the report was received, the perpetrators of the 
outrage could not be followed up. 

At Kandahar the months of i^pril and May were 
not eventful, but the frequent rumours which reached 
the Britisli authorities of the movements of Sardar 
Ayub Khan in the direction of Herat foreshadowed 
the danger which was gi’owing in that quarter, 
early as the 6th April the following telegram was 
despatched by Colonel O. St. .Tohn, who was the inde¬ 
pendent political authority at Kandahar, to the Indian 
Foreign Office: 

Sardar Abdul Salain, who came from Herat in 
December last as an envoy from Ayub, and returned 
in .Tanuaiy, has sent his confidential .servant to me with 
a letter, reporting arrival of Persian Commissioner. 
He offers to be medium of communication with Ayub 
in our interests, and asks for confidential agent to be 
sent to him at Herat, or letter declaring that the 
English Government wish to have friendship and 
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services of Ayub. He hints that Ayub is hesitating 
between Persia and England, but inclines to hitter. 
Messenger reports that I’ersian Coininissioner lett two 
days bSbre he did, while letter speaks ot him as still 
there. He says Ayub is practically hands of the 
Kabuli troops, who for two months would not let him 
leave his house. Object of letter appears to be acknow¬ 
ledgment of Ayub’s title to Herat, overtures to 1 ersia 
having finally failed. I presume letter rnay be answered 
in accordance with previous communications, namely 
tliat Ayub can do as he likes ; that we want nothing 
from him; and that if he wants an.ything from us he 

should express his wishes.” , , . 4 . 1 , . 

A week later the news reached Ka,ndahar that a 
khad had been proclaimed in the province ot Herat, 
but it was not supposed that it would meet with any 
response. Again on the 17th April information was 
received that the Kabuli regiments were Fef Ayub 
to marcli on Kandahar and that Shahga.ssi \ usuf Khan 
had written from Farah that he had succeeded m 
rousing the Zamindawaris against Sardar Sher All, 
VVali of Kandahar, and that now was the time to 


On the 24th May Sardar Nur Ali Khan, the son of 
the Wali, writing from Zamindawar, confirmed the 
news already received that Ayub Khan had succeeded 
in reconciling the Heratis and Kabulis and intended 
marching on Kandahar about the 10 th of June. He 
enclosed a number of letters received by Sardar 
Khan, the general in command of the regular troops, 
from Ayub Khan, the Luinabi^ and others, exhorting 
them to return to their allegiance. 

J'he Wali called on the Political Agent on the 
evening of the day he received the above news, and 
expressed his fear that the menaced adi^ance on Kan¬ 
dahar might have serious consequences if can-ied into 


' “ Master uf the (.'eremonies or (Jlianiberlaiu/’ corrupted from “ Ishak 
^ The Chief Deputy, coiTuptcd from Loi Naib.’* 





effect; he said that lie himself intended leaving at 
once for Zamindawar, and he hoped that a brigade of 
British troops would be sent to Girishk to support 
him. 

The Alizai Duranis, he said, were in correspondence 
with Ayub at Herat, and, unless they saw very clearly 
that the British Government were on his side, they 
would join Ayuh, after which the contagion of reliellion 
would spread over the country. 

On the 25th the VV'ali paid a visit to Mimi Hasan 
Ali Khan, and expressed no doubt of Ayub’s intention 
to march on Kandahar, saying that he heard that the 
Zamindawar chiefs were in constant correspondence 
with him, and that directly Ayub should advance from 
Herat, his own (i.e. the VVali’s) troops in Zamindawar 
would be sure to desert to the Sardar. He said that 
promises of help had been giv^en to Ayub both in 
transport animals and men, and that he feared tliat 
many of the ignorant people would raise disturbances 
throughout the country. It was said, however, that 
the Herati and Kabuli troops were really not on good 
terms, but were divided into two factions, the Heratis 
headed by the lAiinah, Shahgassi Khushdil Khan, and 
the Kabulis by Abdulla Khan, Nasiri Ghilzai. 

The next day the Wali came with fresh news to 
Colonel St. John. He had sent two spies to Herat 
di.sguised, but they were both captured and imprisoned ; 
one of them, however, who was able to give personal 
security, had returned with the news that on the 
10th May the Kabuli troops went to iVyub and told 
him that that was the day he had appointed to march 
on Kandahar, but that no orders had been receivx’d nor 
preparations made. He informed them that want of 
c;an'iage alone pre\ ented him from marching, but that 
he would do so fifteen days later. On this the Kabulis 
began to seize camels and horses, the property of 
private individuals, and Ayub stopped several caravans 
proceeding towards Kandahar. On the 20th May a 
brother of the Wali’s principal minister arrived from 
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|y^iah, and stated that the people tliere were 
^^^^^rced by JVIuhatmnad Umar Khan (N?irzai Duraiii) 
to cut tlieir crops so as to have supplies ready for 
Ayiib’s army, which was to leave on the UOth May. 
A thousand horsemen were to march direct on Zamin- 
dawar by the Siahband road. 

In consequence of the above intelligence the follow¬ 
ing communication was on the 2(5th ^^ay made by the 
Quartermaster-General in India to the Secretary to 
Government in the Military Department: 

“ I iOoking to the political intelligence from Kan¬ 
dahar that iVyub contemplates an advance from Herat, 
the Commander-in-Chief considers that if such a move 
is made, it will liave a disturbing effect, not only in 
tlie neighbourhood of Kandahar, but also on the 
Pani/ai Achakzais and Kakars on the line of commu¬ 
nication, and that, therefore, the IJombay Reserve 
Division should be mobilised as soon tis possible alter 
it is known for a certainty that Ayub contemplates a 
move on Kandahar, or any other direction eastward. 

“2. Under the above circuinslaiK^es, Kandahar is 
not, His Excellency thinks, sufficiently strong enough 
to detach a brigade to Girishk, as suggested by Iwieu- 
tenant-Colonel St. John. Political Officer. It is evident 
that very little reliance could be placed on the Wali’s 


troops.” 

Such was the position of alfairs at the end of -May, 
when the troops of the Kandahar Field Force wxre as 
shown in Appendix XXVH. 

At Kandahar itself almost the only noticeable event 
was the formal installation of Sher Ali Khan as Wali 
by Colonel Oliver St. .John, in the presence of Major- 
General Primrose and his staff’, on the 11th May. 

iVt the end of the month it w'as determined to send 
a reconnoitring party under Major E. P. Deach, u.e., 
V.C., to Maiwand, and about half way to Girishk, to 
complete the survey of the Khakrezaiid Kushk-i-Nakhud 
Valley, and to ascertain its fitness ns a camping ground 
for a brigade, in case it should be uecessary to mo>e 
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iTther in support of the Wali’s troops. For this duty a 
troop of the 3r<l Hombay Cavalry and a company of the 
30th Bombay Infantry were detailed on the 1st .June. 

.tVL this time Sardar xVyub Khan was rapidly com¬ 
pleting his arrangements for the march against Kan¬ 
dahar. On the 1st June the standards of his troops 
Avere planted outside Herat, and twelve tents were 
pitched at Pul-i-Malan in readiness for the Chahar 
Aimak sowars expected to come with i^bdulla Khan 
(Nasiri Ghilzai), who had been sent to collect them; 
but these Chahar Aimaks did not respond readily to 
Ayub’s call; and there were no other signs of an early 
move from Herat. Forty Herat horsemen had been 
sent to obtfvin supplies in Bakw'a, without, however, 
any success, 'rhe Kabuli and Herati troops were still 
((uarrelling amongst themselves, but, notwithstanding 
all difficulties, the Sardar had determined, if possible, 
to begin his march on the 4th June. He was forced 
by circumstances, however, to remain at Ful-i-Malan 
beyond that date, and meanw’hilc employed himself in 
the manner described in the following extract from 
letters from Herat, received by native agents via 
Teheran, and dated the 4th June: 

•* Several day.s ago Ayub Khan despatched Sardar 
Abdulla Khan, his Wazir, along with several other 
.sardars, to Kushk, to see Jahan 'I'urk Khan, the son 
of Khan Agha (Jamshidi), with three objects: to 

ask for ikyub Khan the hand of Khan Agha’s daughter, 
who was formerly intended for Abdulla Jan, Amir 
Sher Ali’s heir-apparent; secondly, to arrange the 
disputes between the Hazara and Firozkohi tribes ; 
and thirdly, to bring in horsemen from every tribe for 
the expedition against Kandahar. 

“ Two days ago they returned, accoinpajiied by a 
son of Khan Agha, Fatehulla Beg (Firozkohi) and 
Muhammad Khan (Hazara), each of the chiefs bringirjg 
100 horsemen, Khan Agha’s daughter has been 
betrothed to Ayub Khan. Peace has been made 
betw'een the Hazaras and Firozkohis, 
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“ 'Fhree or four days ago u person resemblirig an 
Arab made his appearance vM Telieran and JMeshed. 
He brought a green banner with him, and gave out 
that it had been given liim by a holy man at Baghdad, 
who told him to take it to Ayub Khan at Herat, and 
he would be victorious against the infidels. Ayub 
Khan received the Hag with due reverence, and said he 
would follow it and fight and be victorious. 'Fhe 
Kabul troops also collected about sixty or seventy 
tomaiiS‘ amongst tliemselves, and brought several .sheep 
and two khai'vcuns of bread. 

“ They sacrificed the sheep and divided the meat 
and bread as an offering to the flag. This Arab will 
not take any present whatevei', and asserts that he has 
brought the flag to help the troops of Islam against 
the infidels. Ayub Khan, his officers and all the 
troops believe in him, and firmly believe they will gain 
a victory. I am at a loss to know how this affair 
of the flag has arisen and who sent it. The troops 
are all preparing to march upon Kandahar. Ayub 
Khan has ordered 1,.')00 Herat! horsemen to accompany 
him. 1 have all along said, and am still of opinion, 
that if the army starts, it will be upset by the time 
it gets to the borders of Farali, as there is no friendship 
between the Herati and Kabuli troops, and they are 
sure to have a quarrel. iVyub Khan’s secret object is 
to get rid of the Kabuli troops, for he has no money 
for them and they do not obey him.” 

At length, on the f)th .Tune, i\yub Khan having 
collected all the Herat horsemen, eho.se 1,4-00 out of 
the whole, whicli lie put under the command of the 
Ijiiinab, Khiishdil Khan (son of Shahgassi Sherdil 
Khan), who had arrived .some time before from Kabul. 
He ordered the Ijuinah to proceed with his cavalry in 
advance to Farah ; and on the date named the latter 
accordingly martvhed acro.ss the Hari-riul at Pul-i- 
Malan to Piil-i-Sabzawar, .5 miles beyond the bridge. 
Here the ground is cut up by irrigation curiuls and the 
country well cultivated. The first three marches were 
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purposely short, whilst tlie burgage and supplies were 
crossing the river. 

Most of the inhabitants deserted their villages along 
the route; but tliis was a customary proceeding, in the 
ti’aek of an Afghan army, which can be well understood. 
Nor does it appear that the people were ill-disposed 
towards Ayub; indeed, on this occasion, from all 
accounts, the supplies w'ere procured with ease. 

On the loth .Tune the Luivab advanced his camp 
to Mir Daud Sarai, 14^ miles from Herat, while the 
bulk of Ayub’s force was marshalled wnthout the Avails 
of Herat; but, as usual at all gatherings of disunited 
tribes and leaders jealous of one another, dissensions 
seem to liaA'e been frequent in the variou.s camps. 
More curious to English ideas .seems the fact that the 
question most difficult of .settlement was not whose 
should be the post of honour In advance, but who 
shouhl be the last in oi’der of advance, and Kabulis 
and Heratis AA^ere alike jealous of forming the rear in 
preference to the van guard. Each chief and sardar 
Avas anxious that his rival should precede him. From 
the accounts giA^en it appears, hoAvever, that the Kabuli 
regiments were by far the be.st disciplined, Avhilst the 
majority of the Heratis were more or Ie.ss disallected. 

The following is the estimate made of the coin- 
}>osition of Ayub’s force at this time. Their leader, 
howcA'er, only caleidated upon them for the nucleus of 
Ills army, which he anticipated would be .speedily rein¬ 
forced en route by the local tribesmen, levies, and 
religious fanatics (ghazis) AAdien passing through Zamin- 
ilaAvar and on approaching Kandahar. 

Infantry llrigadf , Taj Muhammad Khan (Tajik), Mir Akhor, Comtrumdimj, 
3 of regular infantry (Kahnlis;), each 500 . , 1^500 

tnd Infantry Hrigade, Snidai Khun Commanding, 

12 regiineiit<» of regular infantry (Kabulin)^ each 500 ) ^ 

1 regiineiit ,, „ (Kandahari), 500 j ‘ ' ^ 

3rti Infantry lirigade, Chtifur Khun (Tajik) Commanding. 

3 i-eginierit-ti of regular infantry (llerali)^ each 306 1,100 

* Total regular infantry, 1) regiments . . 4,1CK) 
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Cavulry Brigade, AMnl Hahman Khan {Rika) Commanding, 

3 regiments of regular cavalry (Kabuli), each 3(V). 

AriUlery, Ahnad Gul (Kaf/idi) Commanding, 

1 moiiutain Iwittery (mules), gunners ..... 

4 field Iwitteries (horse.s), gunners and drivers, each 100 

Total artillery, 30 guns, and gunners ;ind drivers . 


Herati sowars, all ranks 
Durani ,, ,, 


Infantry 

Cavalry 

AHillery 

Irregulars 


Irregular horse. 

I’otal irregular horse . 
Abstract. 

. 4,100 

yoo 

500 

. 2,000 


000 


100 

4f)0 

500 


l,6(XJ 

500 

2,000 


Guam) Total 


7,500 all ranks.* 


Of these, 500 of tlie Durum’ irregulars were at Furah, 
having been there since the middle of March uiMler 
Mulumunad Yusuf Khan, where he was joined by Sartip 
Nadir Shah (Kabuli) with four guns and one Herati 
regiment. 

At Farah, likewise, were collected the families and 
belongings of the Kandahar! and Kabuli I’egiments, and 
there they remained until the campaign was deeidc<l. 

On the 15th .June the main body of Ayub’s army 
crossed the ITari-rud and camped at Pul-i-Sabzawar, 
and Ayub himself, with liis head-quarters staff, accom¬ 
panied by four regiments, thirty guns, and four regiments 
of cavalry, left Herat and established himself at Ho'/a- 
bagh. 'riience he moved by the usual caravan road 
through Shah-Bed and Khwaja Uria to Sabzawar, 
arriving there on the 20th .June, and halting there for 
some days. Meanwhile the Imiimh with the advanced 
cavalry had also been advancing steadily, and on the 
23rd was at Fanah. 'fhe main army contimied its 
march on the 24th, and by the 27th .June it had reached 
Khushkawa, 23 miles north of Farah, and therefore 
135 miles from Herat and ll).‘l miles from Girishk. 


‘ See Appendix XXVIII. 
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intelligence of Ayub’s airival at this point 
at length opened the eyes of the authorities at Kandahar 
to the reality of the intentions of the Sardar. 

Rumours of Ins advance had, as we have siiowsr, 
reached the SVali of Kandahar several weeks back, but 
authentic news was not obtainable, 'rhere was no 
military Intelligence Department, and the independent 
political agency at Kandahar, which had control of 
all available sources of information, was insuHiciently 
organised for this purpose and ill-served ; moreover, 
the disaffected troops of the Wali were able to prevent 
true tidings from Herat reaching Kandahar, whilst 
false information of Ayub’s ill-success was disseminated 
there. On the receipt of some such deceptive news, on 
the .30th May (ienei'al Primrose telegraphed to India 
his opinion that the rumour of Ayub Khan’s move on 
Kandahar had been exaggerated, and that, according 
to later reports, the Kabuli regiments, having heard of 
the llritish victories near Ghazni, were desirous of 
giving up their arms and leaving Herat, with a vievi^ 
to returning to Kabul or taking service with the Wali 
of Kandahar. 

Even the V^’’ali remained in apparent security at 
tiirishk up to the latter part of .June, and wrote to 
Colonel St. .lohn on the 13th of that month that every¬ 
thing was going on well, that his troops were in good 
order and w'ell affected ; in short, his only anxiety was 
want of funds, which difficulty he hoped to get over by 
the help of the Rritish Government. He added that 
.should a brigade move to Kushk-i-Nakhud or Maiwand, 
the effect on the Herat faction would be very great. 

On the 14th he wrote again to say that he had 
sent agents to stir up the people of Farah and Taiwara 
against Ayub, and added that he only wanted money 
.and encouragement to go himself to Herat. Tf it were 
not wished that he should do so, he would return to 
Kandahar in three months’ time, after collecting the 
Zamindawar revenue. 

At last on the 21st .June Colonel St. .John received 
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from Wali Sher Ali authentic reports of Ayub’s 
preparations to leave Herat, and the earnestly 

requested that a British brigade should advance towards 
Girishk to support him. This news was telegraphed by 
Colonel St. .John to Simla, together with the statement 
that (ienei’al Primrose did not wi.sh to move his troops 
in the very hot weather then prevalent, unless it was 
positively necessai'y, and tliat the AVali ought, with the 
assistance afforded liim in arms and money, to be able 
to put down any rising in Zamindawar, if it was not 
supported from Herat in a manner more formidable 
than that which he described. 

“ At the same time,” added Colonel St. .John, “ 1 am 
inclined to think that should it be desired to keep affairs 
jji Southern and Western Afghanistan in statu (pw for 
the present, an advance of a brigade to Maivvand, to¬ 
gether with a prohibition of the Wali cro.ssing his present 
frontier, would be advisable. An outbreak on the Herat 
border, however slight, might lead to complications.” 

On the •27th the following telegram was sent to 
the Qviartermaster-General in India by Lieutenant- 
General Primrose: 

“ With reference to cipher telegram from Foreign 
to Political Ue.sident, regarding Ayub Khan’s move 
towards Kandaliar, I have arranged, pending reference 
and orders, that a brigade, with battery, horse artillery, 
and a regiment of native ea\ailry, shall move on Girishk. 
1 am of opinion that active support to the Wall, who 
is now at (iirishk, will be more eflficaeious than if the 
whole force remained at Kandahar. To .strengthen 
gai'rison here on departure of the brigade, 1 propose 
moving up 4th Native Infantry from Quetta, to be 
replaced on line of coniniimication by a regiment from 
Reserve Division, and have ordered a wing of 2nd 
Baluchis from Kalat-i-Ghilzai to Kandahar; the latter 
move is with coiievn’rence of Political Resident.” 

On the 29th .June the Quartermaster-(4eneral replied 
to liieutejiant-General Primro.se that no active measures 
should be taken previous to the receipt of direct orders 
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from the CoiniTuinder-in-Chief, but that lie should be 
prepared to move in case of need. On tlie 80th June 
he wrote as follows to the Government of India with 
reference to General I’rirnrose’s telegram of the 27th: 

“ I am desired by the Commander-in-Chief to submit 
the aimexed copy of a telegram (dated 27th June, 1880) 
from Lieutenant-General Primrose, c.s.i., commanding 
in Southern Afghanistan, in which he gives his views as 
to the movements he would consider necessary in the 
event of the advance of Ayub Khan from Herat with a 
considerable force being confirmed. 

“ 2. It will be remembered that when rumours were 
rife of possible movements of Afghan troops from Herat 
in December la.st. Sir D. Stewart proposed to call up 
Brigadier-General Phayre’s reserve troops to Quetta 
and Peshin, to enable the 19th Punjab Infantry, 2nd 
Sikhs, and 3rd Sind Horse to march on Kandahar. His 
Excellency was then of opinion tliat not only was this 
increase necessary, but that a further reinforcement to 
the extent of a battery of artillery and a British infantry 
regiment was neces.sary. 

“3. General Stewart then stated that, unless addi¬ 
tional troops were pushed forward to Kandahar, it 
would not be politically desirable to detach any portion 
of the garrison, and Sir F. Plaines considered that the 
advance of the Reserve Brigade from the Bolan at once 
to Peshin and Quetta, so as to admit of the troops 
there being moved forward, was a measure of necessity, 
and His Plxcellency further urged the formation of a 
division at Jacobabad to be ready to move forward as a 
reinforcement. 

“ 4. It now appears that a similar contingency has 
again arisen, only possibly a more serious one. Ayub 
is reported to have left Herat on the 0th .June with a 
considerable force, with the intention of moving on 
Kandahar and raising tlie tribes as he advances. Should 
this be true, he should now be very close to Girishk.‘ 

* Ayiib’s anny wafi, aa shown ubove^ then at Farah, i.e, within 170 
miles of Girishk. 
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“ 5. 1'he troops on the line of cotninunication cannot 
now, as tliey could in lleceinbev last, he reduced and 
act as immediate i-einforccinents. 'rhe line of railway 
and new line of communication cannot with safety^ be 
left Mdth less protection than at present, and therefore 
the reinforcements must be at once pushed up from the 
rear. 

“<}. The Commanderdn-Chief does not consider that 
Lieutenant-General Primrose’s proposals would suffi¬ 
ciently meet the occasion; the move* of a brigade to 
Giiishk in support of the Wali would leave Kandahar 
dangerously weak; and to withdraw a wing of the 
Baluclii regiment from the small garrison of Kalat-i- 
Gliilzai w'ould be courting disaster, as no support would 
be available within eight marches. 

“ 7. The force at Kandahar consists of— 

OlBBconi. llank and File. 

J3rd Sind Horse . 

I^ooiia Horse 

Jird Bombav Oavalry 
E-B, K.H.A. 

C-2, U.A. (4 guns) 

5-11, H.A. (heavy) 

2-7th Fusiliers 
(>Gth Foot . . 

Ist Bombay Infantry . 

IGth Bombay Infantry . 
aOth Bombay Infantry. 

No. 2 Company Sapjiers and Miners 

C Artillery 
Native C’avalry 
British Infantry . 

. Native ,, 


Total - 


5 

891 

0 

271 

7 

411 

7 

168 

5 

112 

6 

98 

24 

682 

18 

610 

8 

697 

8 

646 

9 

491 

2 

104 

17 

868 

18 

1,078 

42 

1,202 

27 

1,937 

104 



including non-effectives, sick, etc. 

“ General Primrose proposes to move a brigade with 
a battery of horse artillery and a regiment of native 
cavalry : this w^ould leave Kandahar with the following 
garrison, until troops ai-rived from the rear: 

{ Native Cavalr}' . . . C82 all ranks. 

Artillery.4 guns and heavy 

Kandahar • '{ battery. 

British Infantiy . . • 810 
Native infantry and Sappers . 810 
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Kalat-i-Ghilzai garrison, after the proposed 
withdrawal of the wing of native infantry, would muster, 
including sick, etc.: 


{ Native Cavalry . . . 103 

(lUiift.2 

Uritisb Infantry . . .147 

Native Infantry (about) . . 300 


“ The above garrison would. Sir F, P. Haines 
considers, he altogether insufficient. 

“Tlie Cominander-in-Cffiief desires to urge upon the 
consideration of Government the necessity for at once 
moving up troops ft'om the rear, and recommends that 
a brigade, consisting of a British infantry and two 
native infantry regiments, with a battery of artillery 
and a regiment of native cavalry, be moved up. 

“The withdrawal of the.se troops from Sind will 
necessitate a further call of the wing of the 11th Foot 
from Bombay to Kai-achi, and at least one native 
infantry regiment from that Presidency.”* 

To this the Government of India replied, concur¬ 
ring with the Cominander-in-Chiefs opinions in the 
following terms: 

“In reply, I am to inform you that the Governor- 
General in Council approves of the proposal to send a 
brigade of the .stren^h denoted to Girishk, but desires 
that strict injunctions be given to Lieutenant-General 
Primrose that none of his troops are to cross the Hehnand 
on any account. His Excellency in Council agrees with 
Sir F. Haines in objecting to the withdrawal of the wing 



^ DiBtritnttion of Beaetfie Division, 

Jacolxtkvl, under ( , ,, 

‘'■^”"1 i '. , 

I Dth Bombay Infantry (ordered to Kandahar). 
( F-2, 11. A. 

•j 2-11 Foot (winff). 

( 24th Bombay fiifaiitry. 

{ D-B, R.H.A. 

2-15tb Foot. 


Ilaidarabad 


Karaclii 


“I 3rd Bombay Infantry 
I 9tb Bombay Infantry 


Bombay Infantry (part), (ordered to Kandahar). 


AYUB KHAN’S ACTIVITY 

of native infantry from Kalat-i-Gliilzai, or any weaken¬ 
ing of tlie line of coniinunications ; and I am to convey 
tlie approval of the Ciovernor-C4eneral in Council to the 
rcconuneiidations made in your letter under reply for 
the strengthening of the force under Lieutenant-General 
Primrose’s immediate command.” 

Meanwhile Ayub Khan’s main force had reached 
Farah on the 30th June and united there with the 
cavalry under the Luinab. Here orders much more 
strict than heretofore were issued for the march of the 
army, and during a halt of live days the organisation of 
the force was completed, and the families of the Kabulis 
and Kandaharis were left behind. At the same time 
Ayub’s patrols scoured the country even up to the 
advanced outposts of the V\hili’s troops near Vt'^ashir. 

Except the threatened advance of Ayub Khun and 
the consequent uneasiness in the north the country 
occupied by the Kandahar Field Force had been fairly 
tranquil during the past weeks. The weaker posts had 
been brought into a proper defensible state, and all 
appeared to be going well on the line of communications. 
An outrage was committed, however, near Harnai, on 
the 9th June, when a convoy of carts was plundei’ed by 
a small gang of hill-robbers, who made off to the hills, 
taking with them some property and bullocks. They 
were, however, followed and overtaken : ten of them 
Averc killed or captured, and most of the bullocks were 
recovered. 

The surveying party and escort under Major Leach, 
which had been sent to Maiwand at the end of May, 
returned to Kandahar on the 14th June without having 
encountered any hostility. 

Near Kulat-i-Ghilzai, Colonel Tanner, with a small 
detachment, attacked and dispersed a body of Afghans 
under the leader Muhammad Aslam on the 1st July. 

To return to the point where at this moment were 
centred all the vital interests of the British in Southern 
Afghani.stan, as well as the hopes of their enemies. 
The news of the march of the Afghan army from Herat 
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TROOPS FOR GIRISHK 

had by this time spread like wildfire all over the country, 
producing tlie most exciting and disturbing effect on 
the population, both in the city of Kandahar and in the 
suiTounding country. Constant rumours were in circu¬ 
lation of gatherings of large bodies of ghazis and of 
Ghilzais assembling and moving to meet Ayub. The 
Wali’s authority seemed to diminish daily ; large num¬ 
bers of men were leaving the city with their families, 
giving as their reason for so doing the high price of food 
and the fear of coming disturbance. 'J’his state of aff'airs 
continued from the beginning of the month of .July till 
the final catastrophe which, preceded by the disaffection 
and desertion of the Wali’s troops, raised the coui\tiy to 
a man against the British. 

On the 2nd .July the following troops were detailed 
to march to Girishk, under the command of Brigadier- 
General G. R. S. Buitows, to support the Wali: 



Staff 


Captain W. H. McMath, 06th Foot, l^riga^le-Major. 

Captain T. Harris, 6()th Foot, Deputy As.'iisbint Quartermaater- 
GencraL 

(''aptaiu J. R. Slade, r.h.a.. Orderly Officer. 

Lieutenant G. C. Dobbs, Officiating Deputy Assistant Comrniasary- 
Geiioral. 

k Major K. P. I/eacli, r.k., v.o. 


Cavalry / Urij^adier-General T. Nutbill, Cominanding. 
Rrigade. I Major (L C. Hogg, Poona Horse, Brigade- Major. 





1 IvAIlk 


Officers. 

Sabres. 

and 

b'ile. 

3rd Sind Horse, Colonel J. H, P. Malcolmson . 
3rd Bombay Light Cavalry, Major A. P. Currie. 

4 

207 


0 

i)00 

... 

E-B., R.IJ.A., Major G. F. Blackwood 

6 

,,, 

127 

Odth Foot (0 cmnpaiiiG.s), Colonel J. Galbraith . 
Ist Grenadiers, Bombay N.I., Lieutenant-Colonel 

20 

... 

518 

H. S. Anderson. 

30th Regiment Bombay N.I. (Jacob’s Rifles), 
Colonel W. G. Mainwaring .... 
No. 2 ('onipany Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant 

8 

... 

(K)3 

8 

... 

592 

'P. R. Heim ....... 

1 

... 

45 


53 

507 

1,885 
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One month’s supplies were to be taken, and reserve 
ammunition at the rate of 100 rounds per gun and 100 
rounds per rifle; treasury, field hospital, and extra 
water-carriage, etc., also accompanied the column. 

'J’he march to the left bank of the Helmand was to 
be accomplished in seven stages, viz.; 

Numlier of 


1. Kolikamii.7 

2. iVsbikan.0 

;j. Karez-i-Ata.20 

4. Kushk-i-Nakhud.10 

5. Mis Karez.8 

0. Vakhchal.20 

7. Helmand (left bank).0 


Total 


80 


On the 4th July the cavalry brigade under General 
Nuttall, accompanied by Colonel St. John, moved out of 
Kandahar to Kohkarau. Brigadier-General Burrows’s 
head-quarters, with the infantry brigade, commissariat, 
hospital and ordnance stores, etc., left the Kandahar 
cantonments early in tire morning of the 5th, and 
encamped at Kohkaran, while the cavalry brigade left 
Kohkarau at the san)e time, and advanced to the camp 
at Ashikan, and throughout the march westward the 
cavalry always kept one day’s march ahead of the main 
column. 

On the 6th July Brigadier-General Nuttall with the 
cavalry marched some 20 miles to Ata Karez, and the 
main body of the Girishk force moved to Ashikan. 

Simultaneously with the mov'e of General Burrows’s 
brigade the news of Ayub’s advance necessitated a 
forward movement of some of the reserve troops on 
the line of communications. The 9th and 24th Bombay 
Infantry were pushed on with all possible .speed to Sibi, 
and thence transported in 250 carts up the Bolan to 
Quetta, the Harnai route being impassable owing to 
floods. Meanwhile the 4th Bombay Infantry had been 
sent fi’om Quetta to Kandahar, where it arrived on the 
10th July. 

Huring tliis time Ayub Khan’s army had been 
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advancing towards Zamindawar, but it was difficult or 
even impossible, in the absence of any military organisa¬ 
tion for obtaining and sifting intelligence, for the British 
to obtain any reliable infonnation as to the enemy’s 
movements. The Afghan advance was screened by 
cavalry and tribesmen, through whom it was impossible 
for spies to pass. It appears, however, that the Luhiah 
with the advance cavalry, was at Washir on the 10th 
July, and that Ayub himself, with the main body, was 
close behind. By the 14th the army was reported to be 
at Eklang, 55 miles from the Helmand, and hordes of 
tribesmen from Thin, Derawat, and Zamindawar were 
coming in from all sides to swell the numbers in tlie 
Afghan camp. I'here were also additions from the 
Arghastan Valley, besides a number of Duranis, both 
Achakzais and Nur/ais, from either bank of the Kadanai 
River. 

Brigadier-General Burrows was at Ata Karez on the 
7th July, the cavalry under Nuttall being on that day 
at Kushk-i-Nakhud. I’hence advancing by Mis Karez 
and Yakchal, Brigadier-General Nuttall readied the 
banks of the Helmand on the 10th, where he was 
joined by the main body on the following day. 'Ihe 
whole column was encamped on an open plain on the 
near bank of the river, nearly opposite to Girishk. 1 he 
encamping ground was a good one for peace tiiue, but 
untenable in the face of an advancing enemy, as it was 
within range of artillery and rifle fire from a dense wood 
on the opposite bank of the river. _ 

Here the force halted, as the Commander-in-Cluefs 
orders definitely forbade an advance across the Helmand, 
while the brigade was so entirely en C 
advance of reinforcements was delayed. The Com¬ 
missary-General found some difficulty in obtaining 
supplies, but grazing for the camels, horses, and ponies 
was abundant. 

Meanwhile the advance of Ayub Khan had a disas¬ 
trous efl’ect upon the Wali’s troops vuth the British 
column. Immediately after the arrival of Brigadier- 
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INSUBORDINATE TROOPS 

General Burrows’s force on the Helinand the Wall’s 
troops exhibited unmistakable signs of insubordination. 
One regiment wfis repoi'ted to be openly mutinous, ai\d 
the rest were certainly tainted with a disloyal spirit. 
What ammunition there was with them should have 
been put out of their reach, and Colonel St. John 
advised the Wali to take measures to do so, but with¬ 
out success. One of the sardars with his immediate 
followers, Alizais, had deserted to the enemy; but he 
failed, for the present, to persuade the others to do so. 

So matters continued until the 14th July, when, 
while the British force were striking their camp with 
the intention of taking up a stronger position further 
up the river, the cavalry brigade with the battery of 
horse artillery were ordered to hold themselves in readi¬ 
ness for immediate action, in consequence of signs of 
open mutiny in the ranks of the Wall’s force at Girishk. 

It appeared that in order to disarm his disaffected 
infantry, numbering 2,000, the Wali had ordered his 
force to retire from the neighbourhood of Sadat Kala, 
18 miles north-west of Girishk, on to the Helmand. 
On this order being issued, his infantry, with the excep¬ 
tion of the officers, deserted in a body with the guns 
to the enemy, taking with them in accordance with a 
preconcerted arrangement the whole of the gun and 
small-arm ammunition. The Wall’s cavalry remained 
for the time faithful to their chief, and escorted the 
Wali and his treasure over to the Kandahar side of the 
river, where he presented himself in Colonel St. John’s 
camp. But the cavalry then became equally mutinous 
and went off in the direction of Kandahar. 

On learning that the infantry had mutinied and 
were marching off with the guns along the Herat road, 
Brigadier-General Burrows ordered the following troops 
to cross the Helmand and pursue : 


3r(l Sind Horse . 

.‘3rd Bombay Light Cavah 7 
E-B, R.H.A. 

66th Foot, 4 companies. 


263 I sabres. 
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30th Bonitjay Infantry (Jacob’s Rifles), 3 companies. 
No. 2 Company, Bombay Sappers and Miners. 


The force then left to guard the camp was — 

6f)th Foot, 2 coinpanie.s. 

1st Bombay Grenadiers. 

30th Bombay Infantry, 5 companies. 

At 10 a.in. the Helmand was crossed by a difficult 
and dangerous ford, about 2 miles north-east of the 
first camping gi’ound and close to the new camp. The 
cavalry and horse arlilleiy were pushed on at once 
under Brigadier-General Nuttall to gain touch with tlie 
mutineers, and hold them in check until the infantry 
could be brought up. The advance was, however, much 
delayed by the difficult nature of the ground which had 
to be traversed ; it was cut up by numerous wide and 
deep canals and nalas, all of which could only be crossed 
by the guns by means of ramps cut in the banks. At 
length General Nuttall with the 3rd Sind Horse came 
on the mutineers about 6 miles from the new camp, 
and 12 from the point whence the brigade had stfuted. 
Here he was shortly afterwards joined by the Brd Light 
Cavalry, escorting the ^ns, and awaited, about 1.500 
yards from the enemy s position, the arrival of the 
infantry, who were required to clear some vHllages, 
enclosures, and water-courses which would have threat¬ 
ened his right flank had he advanced with his cavalry. 
After three-quarters of an hour the enemy retired 
parallel with and close to the river; and as Genera! 
Nuttall’s orders were to keep the enemy in check, if 
possible, until he could be attacked by the united force, 
the cavalry'’ were pushed on to within 500 or 600 yards 
of the enemy, when the latter again faced round and 
opened fii-e with their guns. 

Finding that the enemy had got the range, and that 
the cover was scarcely sufficient from their heavy and 
well-directed fire. General Nuttall moved his cavalry 
a little further back under cover of some undulating 
ground, and the Afghans, apparently construing this 



movement into a retreat, fired more rapidly than ever. 
After about twenty minutes of this cannonading, and at 
about 1 p.m., the liorse artillery battery under Major 
Blackwood came into action against the enemy’s artillery 
at a range of 1,800 yards, but with only four guns, as 
the remaining two guns, forming the left division of the 
battery under Lieutenant H. Maclaine, were still behind 
labouring through the lieav}'^ ground. 

I'Jie well-directed fire of Major BlackM'ood’s guns 
soon caused the enemy to fall back; and Maclaine 
aiTiving shortly afterwards, took up a position on Major 
Blackwood’s left front, and about 200 yards in advance ; 
for about half an hour the artillery duel continued, at 
the end of which time the mutineers abandoned their 
guns. 

Brigadier-General Nuttall noAV received orders from 
General Burrows to move round to the left with his 
cavalry and take the enemy’s guns ; he accordingly left 
a troop of Sind Horse with Major Blackwood’s battery, 
and, advancing with the remainder of his cavalry, took 
possessioji of the guns, which had been abandoned by 
the gunners, 'riic cavalry were, however, received by 
a sharp fire from a body of the enemy’s infantry posted 
on the slopes of the river-bank, in reply to which 
Brigadier-Cieneral Nuttall dismounted some of his men, 
and kept up a musketry fire on the mutineers until the 
guns came up. A few mounted men and many of the 
infantry of the enemy were now seen retreating over the 
enclosed country towards the villages and jungle which 
bordered the Helmand, whilst numbers of others still 
stood their ground under the lee of the banks. 

Accordingly the battery of horse artillery, which 
had now advanced, came into action on the gardens and 
orchards into which the mutineers had fled, and covered 
the ad\'ance of the infantry, making good practice at 
batches of men streaming away through the ditches and 
lanes. This fire was continued until the mutineers were 
completely scattered, when the battery took the captured 
guns and wagons back to camp. 
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I'he cavalry pursued as far as possible and was 
successful in making the enemy abandon the whole of 
their baggage, but the difficulties of the ground pre¬ 
vented any more execution being effected on the 
Afghans. The troops at length retired with the enemy 's 
camels, fifty-three in number, guns, and the baggage, 
including a quantity of small-arm ammunition, accoutre¬ 
ments, and supplies. 

The battery captured consisted of four 6-pr. smooth¬ 
bore guns, two 12-pr. howitzers, and three ammunition 
wagons ; the latter were, however, destroyed, as it was 
found impossible to move them, but the guns and 
howitzers were brought safely into camp. 

The mutiny of the Wali’s soldiery completely altered 
the position of General Burrows on the Helmand. Even 
previous to that event supplies for the troops had only 
been obtained with difficulty, and it was certain that 
Avith the advance of Ayub’s army the supply would be 
entirely cut off. The position on the Helmand was, 
therefore, untenable were it only for want of supplies; 
but a still more cogent reason for retiring was the fact 
that the Helmand formed no barrier to the advance of 
the Afghans; it w'as now fordable everywhere, and 
General Burrows, from his position opposite Girishk, 
could not prevent them from crossing either above or 
below that place. Kushk-i-Nakhud appeared to be the 
most favourable place to occupy with a view to inter¬ 
cepting Ayub’s advance, and it was accordingly decided 
on the morning of the 15th July, after the matter had 
been discussed by the senior officers, to move back there. 
I'his decision on the part of General Burrow's w'as, 
.. under the circumstances, approved of by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and is described as follows in General 
Primrose’s despatch: 

“ General Burrows’s position had now entirely 
changed. Instead of a loyal force under the Wali, with 
which he was to co-operate and prev'ent Ayub crossing 
the Helmand, the Wali’s infantry and artillery had 
mutinied and gone over to the ericmy, and his cavalry, 
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except a very small number, had dispersed, M'hile the 
Wali himself was a fugitive in General Burrows’s ramp. 
The Helmand was fordable everywhere, and behind was 
a desert of 25 miles. Add to this, the supplies he l^d 
expected to find at Girishk were not forthcoming. He 
theiefore, acting on his own responsibility, determined 
to retire to Kushk-i-Nakliud, an important position, 
where supplies were plentiful, covering directly the road 
from Girishk to Kandahar, and indirectly the one from 
Haidarabad to the same, tna the Mainland and Maiwand 
Passes ’riiis retirement under the circumstances was 
approved of by His ExceUency the Commander-in- 
Chief. There was also an impression, and rumours 
current, that Ayub would not attempt a colli.sion with 
our force, but wmuld make his way north. Should he 
have attempted any such movement. General Burrow^ 
was in a good position to pursue him and cut him off 

from the Helmand.” ^ , r^-v + 1 , 

Starting at 7 o’clock on the night of the 15tH, the 
brigade made a forced march from opposite Girishk to 
Mis Karez, a distance of 26 miles, and reached the latter 
place on the following morning at 9, aitcornpamed 
by all its baggage. Here a fair amount of hhma was 
obtained, and grain was brought on from Girishk ; hut 
owiiif to want of carriage the commissariat wa.s obliged 
to abandon the greater part of the grain obtained the 
previous day. After halting at Mis Karez on the 16th 
the brigade marched on the 17th July to Ivushk-i- 
Nakhud, and encamped on the Kandahar side of the 

old fort. . ^ ^ . 

Meanwhile, on the receipt of news of the mutiny 
at Girishk, General Primrose immediately requested 
Brigadier-General Phayre to ha.sten up the 28th and 
the remainder of the 4th Bombay Infantry, purposing, 
on the arrival of the former, to send it up to Kushk-i- 
Nakhud. Two 40-prs. of the heavy battery were 
sent from the cantonments at Kandahar into the citadel, 
a measure which had a tpiieting effect on the city, 
excited and disturbed as it was by the news trom the 
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The uneasy feeling, howevei-, exteiided all along 
the line towards Chainan; but the continual inarch of 
reinforcements towards Kandahar tended to reassure 
the excited population. The 9th and 24th Bombay 
Infantry were now up the Bolan, and Brigadier- 
General Phayre endeavoured to push on the ]\Iudras 
Cavalry towards Kandahar as quickly as possible 
without interfering with the transport of European 



north. 


troops. 

At this juncture General Primrose was asked if 
he considered Kushk-i-N akhud the most favourable 


position for covering Kandahar and striking a blow at 
yub should he cro.ss the Helmand. The Coinrnander- 
in-Chief desired General Primrose to favour him with 
a full expression of his views both as regarded the 
city and Ayub’s probable movements. The officer 
commanding at Kandahar was also a.sked Ins views 
regarding the “ fo/a/ withdraxval of txoops from Kalat-i- 
Ghihai. Can satisfactory arrangements be made for 
its being held by JVali or otherwise ? ” General Primrose 
answered, on the 19th July, as follows: 

“T’aking into consideration that the Helmand is 
now fordable everywhere, it presents no obstacle to the 
advance of Ayub at any point he chooses to cross it. 
Kushk-i-Nakhud is an important [losition covering 
roads leading from the Helmand to Kandahar ; whilst 
remaining on the Helmand, forage and grain could 
hardly be obtained, whereas they are plentiful at Kushk- 
i-Nakhud ; between the latter place and Givishk there 
is a desert 25 miles broad. 

“ General Burrows at Kushk-i-Nakhud is within fair 
supportable distance fi’om Kandahar. The presence of 
a force there has the effect of keeping the people quiet. 
At present I am unable to obtain any definite intelli¬ 
gence of Ayub’s movements; an impression is abroad 
that he will not meet our troops in the open, but that 
if he crosses the river at all, he will do so to the north 
of Girishk, and perhaps make for (ihazni for political 
reasons. As regards Kandahar, great uneasiness prevails 
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in the city; large numbers of the families are leaving 
daily, fearing tlie approach of Ayub. 

“ 'Phere are, of course, number of disaffected men 
in and about Kandahar ready for a disturbance if they 
get a chance. I keep the city constantly patrolled, and 
have placed the 40-prs. of 5-11, Royal Artillery, in the 
citadel, which has had the effect of quieting the minds 
of those peaceably disposed. 

“The units of reinforcements will probably airive here: 

“ Detachment, 4th Native Infantry, on 24th. 

“ Detachments, 28th Native Infantry, on 25th, 2(!th, 
and 27th. 

“ Last detachment, 4th Native Infantry, on 28th. 

“ The 9th and 24th NatiA^e Infantry are now in tlie 
Bolan and will be in position probably on 24th and 
80th July. 

“ The 11th Foot are to come up the Bolan in cart- 
carriage, beginning by companies on 2()th, and doing 
double stages to Dozan. 

One wing will be concentrated at Quetta on 1 st 
August, leave Quetta 3rd, and reach Kandahar about 
the 15th. 

“ Two more companies will leave three days later, 
and last two will form escorts to F-2, Royal Artilleiy. 

“ Previous to the present aspect of affairs I should 
have recommended the withdrawal of the Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai garrison; but now' I advise its retention. 
As regards the AVali holding the place, his pow'-er is 
nil throughout the countiy, and I know' no other 
arrangement.” 

On the 10th .luly the ever-increasing Afghan army 
was at Khoja Ahmad, about 80 miles from the Helmand, 
where the head-quarters were established for a few days 
in or<ler to give more time for the distant tribesmen to 
come in. (.4n the 17tli the enemy’s cavalry reached 
Girishk, and three days later the main body w'as 
also on the banks of the Helmand ; the guns and 
infantry were distributed through the villages south 
of Haidarabad. 
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A NEW CAMP 

On the 10th July General Burrows shifted his camp 
to a site selected on the right bank of the Kushk-i- 
Nakhud stream, about 3 miles from the former position. 
The new selection, however, was not wholly favourable, 
as it was commanded by low ridges all round, and no 
view could be obtained from it of the surrounding 
country. Some attempt was made to entrench the 
camp, but with only partial success; the force was 
much impeded by the large numbers of transport 
animals and baggage ; these were crowded into a small 
enclosed garden, the cavalry and artillery horses being 
ranged “ outside against one wall, and the infantry in 
line and guns at angles formed a boundary round them, 
very close-packed ; and the entrenchment consisted 
of a shelter trench thrown up by the 66th Regiment 
on their front, and a line of kit-bags in fr'ont of the 
rest, with camel pack-saddles filling any break in the 
circuinvallation.” — (Major Currie’s report.) 

On arrival at the new camp a detachment of 42 men 
of the 66th Foot, under Lieutenant G. de la M. Faunce, 
w'ere, at the suggestion of Captain Slade (attached to 
General Burrows’s staff as galk)per), handed over to that 
officer to work the battery of smooth-bore guns which 
had been taken from the Wali’s troops. Ihese men 
had been previously instructed in gun drill and knew 
their work fairly well. Captain Slade was placed in 
command of this newly organised battery, and Lieu¬ 
tenants T. F. T. Fowle, r.a., and G. S. Jones, u.a., of 
the Ordnance Park and Transport respectively, were 
appointed to assist Slade, together with eight men from 
E-B, Royal Horse Artillery. The battery was further 
completed by the receipt of twelv'e of the Wah s 
artillery horses and harness, etc., from Kandahar, which 
were despatched by General l^rimrose by forced marches 
on the 21st July, e.scorted by 50 sabres of the 3rd 
Sind Horse, who were also to join Brigadier-General 
Burrows’s force. 

The troops of the brigade were at this time in 
excellent spirits, and supplies were being brought in 
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freely from the suiTounding country notwithstanding 
its apparently unproductive character, which is thus 
described by Mr. Griesbach, of the Geological Survey; 

“ For miles around all was more or less desert 
{dasht ); north of us, 15 or 16 miles away, suddenly 
rising from the stony plain, rise the spurs of the Shall 
Maksud and the Garmab hills. From these precipitous 
ranges the dasht slopes towards the Arghandab River, 
under an angle not exceeding 2“ to 8° on an average. 
But this apparent level is intersected by several karezes 
and open streams, most of them dry at that season ; 
besides that several low swells in the ground, some of 
them of loose sand, interrupt what would otherwise be 
an even glacis. 

“ About 4 miles north of our camp, a long low ridge, 
or gentle wave, stretched ea.st and west, shutting out all 
view in that direction. Along that ridge, therefore, we 
had to keep two patrols (cavalry), who could see over 
some miles of ground from the highe.st point along that 
line (a ruined fort). South of our camp, about 2 miles 
distant, was a gentle rise of sandhills. I'here we 
had another cavalry patrol, who, if it had not always 
been too hazy, might almost have .seen as far as 
the Arghandab River. VV'^est, about 3|- miles distant, 
was a low plateau, consisting of gravel, whicdi divided 
tlie Garmab-Arghandab glacis, leaving on each side a 
comparatively narrow passage.” 

At Simla the probability of an attack on General 
Burrows by Ayub does not appear to have been appre¬ 
hended ; rather it was feared that the latter would 
attempt to slip past Kandahar towards Ghazni, and 
General Primrose was repeatedly urged to strike a 
blow at Ayub before he could have an opportunity of 
adopting such a course. 

Meanwhile it was not until .Inly 22nd that Ayub 
Khan made any sign of crossing the Helmand. On 
that date, however, some of his cavalry crossed at 
Haidarabad, feeling the way for a general advance of 
the main body, and one piirty came as far as Sangbar, 
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nut returned again. From previous reports and subse¬ 
quent information Ayub’s army, including the troops of 
tlie VYali which had defected and joined him at Farali, 
seems to have been composed of about 1,400 regular 
cavalry, 5,000 regular infantry, 1,500 irregular cavalry 
from Herat {Khavoanin sowans)., 00 guns, besides local 
contingents of tribesmen totalling about 15,000.^ Intel¬ 
ligence, however, was by no means full, and Colonel 
St. John, in whose hands the collection of information 
principally lay, was unable to give more than the 
approximate numbers and probable position of the 
enemy. The daily cavalry reconnaissances only visited 
the villages of Garmab, Sangbar, and Rand-i-J.''ainmr, 
and failed to keep the General informed of the enemy’s 
probable intentions. 

On the 2‘jrd,July the advanced cavalry of the enemy, 
under the Luinah Khushdil Khan, for the first time came 
in contact with the British outposts. 

Upon information received by Colonel St, John the 
previous evening. Major Leach had been directed to 
proceed, at 4.30 a.rn., to Maiwand with a squadron of 
the 3rd Bombay CaA^alry, under Lieutenant P. 
Geoghegan, and to burn the stores of grain which were 
still lying in the fields. IJeutenant .1. IVIonteith of the 
Sind Horse, with the usual daily Sangbar patrol, 40 
sabres strong, had started half an hour before, and 
I..each was informed that he M'ould probably meet the 
party of cavalry at Maiwand. 

Lieutenant Monteith,however, came on reconnoitring 
parties of the enemy’s cavalry at about 3 miles from 
camp, and having been compelled to retire for a short 
distance before superior numbers, he then dismounted 
his men and held his ground with carbine fire until 
he could be supported. Major Leach heard the sound 
of firing shortly after leaving camp. He accordingly 
halted the squadron which formed his escort and rode 
forward ; he then found Ijieutenant Monteith in the 

‘ See Appendix XVHI. Tribesmen are therein <ialeulated at 20,0(Kb 
but ill is is proliably exn^^(<erated. 
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presence of about 500 of tlie enemy’s regular horse. ‘ 
Major Ijcach immediately rode back to General Burrows 
to report, and Brigadier-General Nuttall was sent out 
with part of the cavalry brigade and Maclaine’s Division 
of E-B, Royal Horse Artillery. According to Mr, 
Griesbach’s namitive the intention of General Burrows 
W'as that Mojiteith should fall back gradually, drawing 
the enemy on, until they could have been attacked 
effectually by the whole cavalry force. Kuttall’s 
advance, however, liad the effect of causing the Afghan 
reconnaissance to retire at once, on which the enemy 
were pursued for some distance, but wdthout any 

appreciable result. , , , 

Two days later, on the 2.5th July, as the daily patrol 
was approaching Sangbar, a number of the enemy s 
cavalry sallied out and pursued the advanced party of 
the patrol. ’J’he horses of the Sind cavalry were worn 
out by overwork, in consecjuence of which two of the 
sowars, notwithstanding that they had a good start of 
their pursuers, were overtaken and cut down. 

The same day a reconnaissance under lieutenant 
E, D, N. Smith, 3rd Sind Horse, which proceeded to 
the neighbourhood of Maiwand, elicited the informa¬ 
tion that the enemy’s patrols had reached Garmab, 

7 miles from Maiwand, and that Ayiib was expected 
at Sangbar the next day and at Maiwand on the 

27th. . 

On the 26th July Colonel St. John was informed 
that the Mahnand Pass was clear of the enemy, but, 
later on the same day, news was brought that Maiwand 
was occupied by a body of ghazis from 200 to 300 
strong ; it was also reported that Garmab was held 
in force by the enemy's cavalry. In order, therefore, to 
intercept Ayub Khan’s further advance Brigadier- 
General Burrows determined to seize Maiwand before it 
could be reached by the main body of the enemy. He 
was influenced in coming to this decision by the belief 
that the cavalry at Garmab were the Luinab's men 
only, who were known to be acting independently 








DIFFICULTIES ON THE MARCH 499 


of Ajaib Khan’s main force, 'riiis belief was shared by 
Colonel St. John, who urged General Burrows to move 
at once to Maiwand and to eject the ghazis before they 
could receive support from either Sangbar or Garmab; 
in fact, the whole of the information received by the 
General led him to conclude that, if he moved upon 
Maiwand within the next 24 hours, he would, in all 
probability, anticipate the main body of Ayub’s army 
by at least a day.' 

Orders were issued accordingly, and at 4.80 on the 
following morning, the 27th July, the force paraded for 
the advance to Maiwand. 

The column was encumbered by a very large 
quantity of ordnance and commissariat stores and 
baggage, a disad\antage which was unavoidable, for the 
hostile state of tlie country rendered it impossible to 
leave anything behind in safety, and the force under 
Brigadier-General Burrows was too weak to admit 
of liis detaching from it an efficient guard for these 
stores. 

Before daybreak Lieutenant T. V. Geoghegan, 
8rd Bombay Ijight Cavalry, was sent out with fifty 
sabres of his regiment, to act as an outlying picquet 
while the baggage was being loaded, and, when the 
brigade began to moA'e, to form the advance party. 

About the same time, or rather earlier. Lieutenant 
A. M. Monteith with fifty sabres of the Sind Horse was 
also sent out for pietjuet duty on a hill, 3 miles north of 
the camp, at Kusfik-i-Nakhud. From this commanding 
position all the approaches from the direction of Sangbar 
and JMaiwand could be clearly observed for several 
miles. Lieutenant Monteith was ordered to maintain 
this position until the British force in its advance should 
arrive in line with him, when he w'as to advance as the 
left Hanking party to the column. 


' All reporlfi appear to have been inaccurate in topo^aphy if not 
in other iletails; e.g, the military reconnaissances reported (iarinab as 
being* ten miles from Maiwand, whilst 1-oloiiel St. Johns civil agents said 
live miles. 
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THE FORCE ENGAGED 

Compomtim arid Strength of the British Force at the 
Battle of Maiwand. 




Britisil 


Native. 



OORPB. 

OfiBceis. 

Non-commissioned 

Officers and men. 

'i 

o 

H 

j 

o 

Non-commissioned 

Officers and men. 

Total 

Horjsea. 

i 

p 

O 

Cavalry. 

Ord Bombay Light Cavalry, 
Major Currie 

6 


6 

13 

297 

310 

306 


3rd Sind Horse, Colonel 
Malcolinson . 

5 

... 

6 

B 

247 

266 

252 



11 

... 

11 

21 

644 

665 

658 

••• 

Artiixiiry. 

K-B, Royal Horse Artil¬ 
lery, Major Blackwood. 

5 

141 

14(1 




191 

(5 

Captured Battery, B- 
pounder, S.B., Captain 
Slade, K.H.A. 

1 

42 

43 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 


0 

183 

189 

... 

... 

... 

191 

12 

Infantry. 

British, 

6Bth Foot, Colonel Gal¬ 
braith .... 

11) 

4D7 

616 






NatiW, 

let Bombay Infantry 
(Greimdiors), Lieuten- 
anUColonel Anderson . 

7 


7 

1 

16 

620 

641 



30th Bombay Infantry 
(Jacob’s Rifles), Colonel 
Mainwaring. 

8 


8 

14 

603 

617 




16 

... 

15 

29 

1,229 

1,268 

... 

... 

Sappers and Miners. 

No. 2 Company, Bombay 
Sappers, Lieutenant 

Henn, mw. . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

43 

42 



Or AND Total 

62 

682 

734 

61 

1,814 

1,006 

749 

12 


































DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS 

Abstract, 



Men. 

Horses. 

Cavalry . 

670 

658 

Artillery . 

189 

191 

Hritish Infantry 

. . . 616 

... 

Native Infantry 

. . • lt278 

... 

Sapx>ers . 

. . . 46 

... 


Guub. 



Totals all ranks, iiicludiug 84 sick. 2,699 
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The main body of the advance guard, consisting of 
tlie 1st Squadron of the 8rd Light Cavalry, under 
Captain Mayne, marched half a mile behind Lieutenant 
Geoghegan, accompanied by the left diWsion (two guns) 
of E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, under lieutenant 
Maclaine. These were followed, after an interval of 
500 yards, by the cavalry biigade staff, the remaining 
two squadrons of the 8rd Light Cavalry, and Major 
Blackwood with Lieutenant Fowell’s (the right) division 

of E-B. , . . 

About 100 yards in rear of the guns was the infantry, 
in line of columns at deploying distances, the OCth and 
the 80th Bombay on the right, the 1st Bombay 
Grenadiers on the left, with No. 2 Company of Sappers 
and the smooth-bore battery in the centre. 

The whole of the baggage was on the extreme right 
of the line, numbering over 2,000 animals, and rendering 
the progress of the column very slow, be.sides absorbing 
in guards 209 of the small infantry force. 

The rear guard was composed of Lieutenant Osborne’s 
centre division of E-B, Royal Horse Artillery (two guns), 
escorted by a squadron of ninety-six sabres, 3rd Sind 
Horse, under Lieutenant E. V. P. Monteith, and it was 
commanded by Colonel jVIalcolmson, 3rd Sind Hoi’se. 
On the right was a flanking party consi.sting of Lieu¬ 
tenant Smith’s troop (fifty sabres), 3rd Sind Horse; 
and on the left, as has been seen, w'as a similar troop of 
the .same corps under Lieutenant A. M. Monteith. 

It was not until 7 a.m. that the column moved off 
the camping ground. When the advanced party had 
proceeded about 6 miles, Lieutenant Geoghegan heard 
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THE AFGHANS IN MAIWAND 

seven or eight shots in the direction of Maiwand; he 
reported this at once by letter to Brigadier-General 
Nuttall and received the following answer: “ Proceed 
cautiously, as Maiwand is supposed to be occupied by a 
small force of cavalry and ^nasis.” Shortly afterwards 
Lieutenant Geoghegan saw horsemen, in twos or threes, 
proceeding across the left front in an oblique direction 
about two miles away, towards Maiwand ; this circum¬ 
stance also he reported to his commanding officer. 

Meantime the infantry brigade was advancing slowly, 
with occasional halts to enable the animals with the 
baggage to close up. 

During the second of these halts, from 8.30 to 9.15 
a.m., near the village of Mushak, about 5 miles from 
camp, Major Blackwood watered the horses of his 
battery. 

The country here is for miles and miles almost flat, 
but for the occasional gentle undulations caused by the 
watersheds of the dry ravines and water-courses, t'roin 
about a mile beyond Mushak, the ancient mound or 
ruined fort of Maiwand could easily be seen, as well as 
the gradual rise or glacis w^hich divides the Maiwand 
from the Garmab villages. 

About 10 a.m., when nearly midway between 
Mushak and Karez-ak, the column was halted for 
the third time; here a spy, who had arrived the same 
morning from Sangbar at the late camp at Kushk-i- 
Nakhud, overtook the column, and communicated with 
Colonel St. .John, who then for the first time gave 
General Buitows certain information that Ayub’s troops 
were occupying Maiw'and in force. 

The Brigadier, on learning this, decided that it was 
too late to go back and that the advance must continue. 

Meanwhile, when the brigade halted. Lieutenant 
Geoghegan reported that he saw large masses of troops 
moving on the left front. Simultaneously a report was 
received by Major Hogg, the Cavalry Brigade-Major, 
from liieutenant A. M. Monteith to the same effect. 
Brigadier-General Burrows thereupon sent Major Hogg 
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forward to reconnoitre. Major Hogg rode forward 
about 800 yards beyond the most advanced scouts, and 
ascertained that about three-quarters of a mile beyond 
where he was standing there was a body of horsemen, 
whom he judged to be about 600 or 800 strong. At 
first they had apparently not caught sight of Burrows’.s 
column, the scouting on their right flank having most 
likely been neglected; but all of a sudden, as Major 
Hogg was watching them, he observed a change in their 
direction, and they inclined to their left, away fi’om the 
British column in a northerly direction towards Garmab, 
leaving scouts to watch the movements of their adver¬ 
saries. 

Major Hogg could discover no infant^ or guns, the 
configuration of the ground preventing him fi’om seeing 
any great distance. 

He returned to Brigadier-General Burrows after an 
absence of about ten minutes to report the result ot his 
reconnaissance, and found on rejoining that the head¬ 
quarters staff had accompanied Generals Burrows and 
Nuttall, with Colonel St. John and the Wali, to recon¬ 
noitre from a small hiU, where Lieutenant Geoghegan 
was baited, which commanded a view over the 
surrounding country. The morning was very hazy, 
and it was difficult to judge of distant objects with 
accuracy, but large bodies of Afghans could be descried 
about four or five miles off, while .squadrons of the 
enemy’s cavalry were visible coming forward over some 
rising ground about two and a half miles ahead. 

The information of the spy, and the forces now 
distinctly visible in dark masses on the open plain 
that extended between Mandabad (Mahmudabad) and 
Garmab,- left no doubt but that Ayub’s main body 
was passing across the front, had already occupied 
Maiwand, and intended to seize the pass, and with it 
the shortest line to Kandahar. 

Brigadier-General Burrows without hesitation de¬ 
termined to attack the enemy at once, d he “ advance 
was again sounded, and the brigade moved forward. 





OPENING THE BATTLE 

wlille the scouting parties and flankers were ordered to 
close in on the column, whose inarch was now inchned 
slightly towards the left. As the British advanced 
the Afghan cavalry fell back, and nothing was as yet 
seen of the force which occupied Maiwand. 

The column was moving up the right bank of the 
broad Kushk-i-Nakhud ravine, and about a mile to 
its left front at tliis juncture lay the village of Wanda- 
bad, and immediately beyond it was a deep ?uila. ^ lien 
within a quarter of a mile of the former Major Black¬ 
wood was ordered to clear it if held by the enemy, anti 
escorted by Captain Mayne’s squadron he inspected the 
ground in front, and then sent word for the right 
division of his battei’y under Lieutenant N. 1. rowell 
to trot alter him, leaving I>ieutenant Maclaine with 
his two guns waiting for orders. At the same time 
Lieutenant Geoghegan was also ordered to lead his 
squadron to Mandabad to cover the baggage, and on 
arriving there he was asked by Major Bhickwood to 
reconnoitre the village and some enclosures just beyond 
it, as the latter did not think it safe to advance his guns 
further if it was occupied. Lieutenant Geoghegan 
complied with this request, and, finding the village 
einpty^ he halted his squadron at the further side ot 
its enclosures for a few minute.s. , . , . „ a 

The exact seipience of the incidents which followed 
and the precise time of their occurrence cannot be 
ascertained with accuracy, and protracted enquiries 
into and di.scussion of these points have not resiilted 
in any satisfactory elucidation of the disputed questions. 
'I’he ' main facts are, however, tolerably clear. On 
finding from I.ieutenant Geoghegan’s reconnaissance 
that the village of Mandabad was unoccupied, Major 
Blackwood advanced across the nala beyond, followed 
by lieutenant Fowell with his two guns, while at the 
same moment Lieutenant Maclaine with two more guns 
crossed the nala and advanced towards the left front; 
in fact the irsual parade movement of “ cavalry and 
artillery to tlie front” was executed. 
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Maclaine advanced at a gallf)p, and 
moving further to the front and left flank than was 
considered advisable, a message was sent to recall him. 
Before its receipt, however, his guns, as well as those 
of Lieutenant Fowell, had come into action against a 
crowd of hostile horsemen, who bore down on the left 
front as the guns advanced. A round or two from the 
artillery quickly caused these advanced bodies to with¬ 
draw, and Maclaine then fell back upon the cavalry on 
the left of the line, in accordance with his instructions. 

The infantry changed front three-quarters left when 
the artillery became engaged, and advanced to the edge 
of the nala, and ther) crossed immediately in rear of the 
right division of E-B. 

At the same time the guns of the centre dixision 
E-B under Lieutenant E. G. Osborne were ordered to 


the front, and xvent forward across tlie nula to join 
Blackwood, followed by Slade’s smootli-bore battciy; 
the former, by order of Major Blackwood, xvere brought 
into action to the right of Fowell’s division, while the 
smooth-bore battery was directed to take up a position 
somewhat to the left rear of the horse artillery, where 
Captain Slade at once opened fire on the enemy at 
about 1,800 yards. 

Meantime the infantry columns moved across the 
ravine, and after ascending the slope on the opposite 
side were halted, deployed to the left, and as they 
came up advanced a shoi-t distance in line under the 
immediate supervision of General Burrows. 

As they advanced. Colonel W. G. Mainwaring, of 
the 30th Bombay Infantry, detached his left wing of 
four companies under Major J. S. Iredell to follow' 
as a reserve from 200 to 800 yai-ds in rear of the 
centre. 

By this time Maclaine’s guns had rejoined Black¬ 
wood’s battery fronr their former advanced and isolated 
position, and the wdiole of E-B battery w'as now formed 
in echelon of divisions ftom the left, with the 6-pr. 
battery on the left of all; Captain M. Mayne with his 
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squadron of Bombay Light Cavalry v^as on the right 
flank. Lieutenant A. M. Monteith on the left flank of 
Maclaine’s guns, and a troop each of the 3rd Sind 
Horse and of the 8rd Light Cavahy were in rear of 
the centre of the battery. The siTiooth-bore.s were 
escorted by Lieutenant J. H. E. Reid’s troop 3rd Bombay 

Cavalry. . 

At .some distance in rear the infantry were in line 
lying down, the 1st Bombay Clrenadiers on the left, 
the 30th Bombay Infantry in the centre, and the C6th 
Foot on the right; the left wing of the 80th Bombay 
Infantry, with the Sappers in support, some 200 yards 
to the rear. 

In rear was the baggage, partly in the nala (Avhere 
also the field hospital was established), some yet re¬ 
maining in the village of Mandabad, and a portion 
following up the infantry across the nala with the 
reserve of ammunition escorted by the baggage guard 
under Major J. T. Ready, (30th Foot. The enemy’s 
artillery was now in action, and crowds of Afghan 
tribesmen were on the right of Burrows’s brigade, whilst 
swarms of irregular and Herati horsemen circled round 
on the left flank, threatening the rear guard. 

Such seems to have been the first phase in the 
action, at about 10..'5() a.m. 

Meantime Ayub’s commanders w'ere apparently 
emboldened at finding the British line brought to a 
.standstill, and had wheeled their regular infantry into 
line to their right, whilst they hurried up more of their 
guns from the rear, and brought them successively into 
action. Commencing their fire on their right, from 
nearly opposite where Maclaine’s guns had first been 
posted, they pushed their other guns forward on their 
left, taking advantage of a shallow nala which afforded 
some cover, and a hea\y artillery duel was sustained on 
both sides with vigour. 

The British infantry line now advanced some 500 
yards, and was aligned in some degree with the guns. 
The right wing of the 80th Bombay Infantry and the 




AFGHxlN ACTIVITY 507 

66tii were to the right of Osborne’s guns ; two com¬ 
panies of the former regiment were between Osborne 
and Fowell; the company of sappers on Fo well’s left ; 
then Maclaine’s division, the Bombay Grenadiers and 
smooth-bore guns ; and finally two detached companies 
of the 3()th Bombay Infantry under Lieutenant D. 
Cole. 

The cavalry occupied about the same relative 
position as before. It was impossible to withdraw 
them under cover or out of range of the Afghan guns, 
owing to the necessity of demonstrating continuously 
against the swarming Afghan horsemen who threatened 
the left rear and baggage. Meanwhile the fire was 
kept up with increasing vigour on the part of Ayub’s 
artillery, which far outnumbered the two English 
batteries. 

At about 12,15 two of the smooth-bore guns under 
Lieutenant G. S. .lones were shifted to the right of the 
60th, where the enemy’s attack had developed, and 
opened fire at 2,000 yards on parties of the enemy 
who were advancing from the direction of Maiwand. 
About the same time Captain Slade directed Lieutenant 
T. F. T. Fowle with the two 12-pr. howitzers to 
open fire from the left of the 30th Bombay Infantry, 
■whose flank in this direction w^as quite unsupported. 
From this position the howitzers were able to throw 
shell amongst the enemy’s horsemen, who were in 
large numbers, which had the effect of temporarily 
checking the enemy’s advance in this direction. 
Brigadier-General Nuttall himself was in this part of 
the field, and by his orders some of the sowars of 
Reid’s troop dismounted and fired on the enemy’s 
cavalry, assisted by Trieutenant A. xM. Monteith’s 
Sind Horse, which had formed the escort of Maclaine’s 
guns. The other guns of the smooth-bore battery 
remained in their original position under I.ieutenant 
Faunce of the 66th. 

’I’he cuvalrj’’ on the left had meanwhile been rein¬ 
forced by 50 sabres of the 3rd Sind Horse under 
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Lieutenant E. D. N. Smith, which were brought from 
their former position on the right; and they were thus 
able to prevent the enemy from establishing themselves 
in rear of Burrows’s infantry; but although reinforced 
Nuttall was not strong enough to prevent the more 
extended hostile flanking movements, and after some 
time the British were lighting against an enemy whose 
front overlapped their flanks so completely that the 
line, with its flanks thrown back, almost resembled a 
horse-shoe. Moreover, the rear guard and baggage 
guard were now engaged with the enemy, who had 
tlireatened them ever since the first hour of tlie battle. 

“The enemy” (says Fowle) “for some time made 
no direct advance on our position that I could 
see, but kept pouring men round both our flanks in 
some loose sort of skirmishing order. They also got 
guns on our flanks and enfiladed us. Also, taking 
advantage of the 'itala which ran from behind our 
position to the front of theirs, they afterwards brought 
up guns to within 700 yards, and a number of riflemen 
with them, who kept up a hot fire on us. 

“ Their artillery was extremely well served ; their 
guns took ours in flank as well as directly, and their 
fire was concentrated. We Avere completely out¬ 
matched, and although we continued to fire stcfidily, 
our guns seemed quite unable to silence theirs. Their 
six Armstrong guns threw heavier shell than ours, 
and their smooth-bore guns had great range and 
accuracy, and caused great damage, especially among 
our horses and limbers, wdiieh were totally without 
cover. Tlicy continued to advance, overlapping us 
on both flanks.” 

At or about 1.30 p.m. the guns of the smooth-bore 
battery were again massed on the left centre, and re¬ 
mained in action there until all their ammunition was 
expended, when, as it was impossible to get any more 
up from the rear. Captain Slade ordered them to retire, 
and to get what was left, and then to come again into 
action on tiie left flank as quickly as possible. 
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On the retirement of the smooth-bore battery. 
Captain Slade reported himself to Major IJlackwood. 
The latter liad been badly wounded in the thigli, and 
directed Slade to take charge of E-R whilst he got his 
wound dressed; very shortly afterwards Lieutenant 
Fowell, who although severely wounded had until now 
remained with his guns, was pereJnptorily ordered to 
the rear by Captain Slade. The latter then worked 
the guns of the right division W'hich Avere in the centre 
of the battery. Blackwood, after having his wound 
bound up, returned to the fighting line, but, being 
unable to mount his horse and take command of his 
battery, he remained with the 66th, assisting Colonel 
Galbraith to sight the men’s rifles, and he was last 
seen, when the retreat began, retiring with Colonel 
Galbraith and the 66th. 

Hitherto the principal fire of the enemy had been 
that of tliree Armstrongs and four 9-pr.s. in the centre, 
with tAvo 8-prs. and six field guns on the left, the 
3-prs. and Armstrongs doing most execution among 
the horses of the British artillery and cavalry. As yet 
the infantry, who had been lying doAvn, had not suffered 
much ; but now the enemy, under cover of the small 
nala, pushed up four 9-pr. guns to within 700 yards, 
another similar battery a little later got Avithin .500 yards, 
and at last two 3-pr. mountain guns w'ere planted 
directl)'^ opposite the centre of the British line within 
500 yards. At the same time the regular Kabuli and 
Herati infantry advanced in successive lines, taking 
adA’antage of the cover afforded by the ground, and 
crowds of ghazis planted their standards within 700 yards 
of the 66th, and poured down the branches of the 
ravine into the main nala near Khig. T’hc Avhole of 
the British infantry was soon engaged in keeping up 
a steady fire on the masses of the enemy. The GOth 
opened fire first, directing their volleys at the gun 
detachments and bodies of the infantry moving along 
their front. Major BlackAAmod giving the ranges. I'heir 
fire was excellently directed, and must have told 
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heavily on the dense masses of the enemy. As the 
ghazis advanced within nearer range, the whole line 
of the noth met tliem with volleys fired by com¬ 
panies, each company lying down again after firing, 
and taking advantage of such cover Jis the ground 
afforded. 

VN^ien the smooth-bores were sent to the rear 
to obtain ammunition, the aspect of affairs became 
very critical, although all the regiments and corps 
were yet standing firm, 'fhe turning movements of 
the enemy on both flanks had now been thoroughly 
developed, and although the cavalry prevented the 
enemy from pressing on to the immediate rear of the 
fighting line, Burrows’s force was practically surx’ounded. 
At this moment a body of gkazis, w ho had hitherto 
kept at a respectful distance, were seen to be press¬ 
ing boldly towards the right rear of the line. Under 
instructions from Brigadier-General Nuttall, Major 
G. C. Hogg ordered a charge by the cavalry detach¬ 
ments on that Hank; but the men did not readily 
respond, and before the charge could be delivered a 
further order to halt wsvs received from Brigadier- 
General Nuttall. The enemy appeared to gain con¬ 
fidence when they saw the cavalry halt, and continued 
to press on, whereupon our men, confused by counter- 
orders and being without cohesion owirg to their 
di%dsion into small parties of different regiments, retired 
hastily, and in some confusion till they got in rear 
of the centre of the line, when they pulled up and 
re-formed. 

Whilst the C6th were meantime doing great execu¬ 
tion on the right, the 30th Bombay Infantry, next to 
them, w'ere also hotly engaged. As the enemy was 
now coming on in strength, and was well within rifle 
rangt;, fire was opened along the whole line with 
admirable effect, and, says Colonel Mainwaring, “ 1 
was twice enabled to give the order to cease firing, 
consequent on the enemy having been driven back.” 

Before the musketry fire began. Captain H. F. 
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Smith, tiie Adjutant of the regiment, wlio was in rear 
of the centre, had been killed by a shell. 

On the left the Bombay Grenadiers, with their left 
wing in alignment with the two detaeVied companies 
of the 30th Bombay Infantry and the right company 
somewhat thrown back, were busy firing. 

The sappers were also hotly engaged, firing into the 
regulars of x\yub’s army whenever they were visible 
directly opposite to them. 

“ At first,” says Lieutenant-Colonel C. M. Griffith 
“volleys were fired by companies, but after a few 
rounds, such was the din that words of command could 
not be heard, and independent firing was carried on 
along the whole line.” This fire at once checked the 
advance of the enemy and did much execution in their 
ranks, but their numbers were so great that they were 
able to press on, and in time quite outflanked the 
Grenadiers. 

lieiitenant-Colonel Griffith continues : “ About 

1.80 p.m., being on the right of the Grenadiers, iiear 
two Royal Horse Artillery guns comnianded by Lieu¬ 
tenant Maclaine, I saw the enemy bring up a battery 
of artillery and place them in a ravine about 500 yards 
to my right front. With these guns were a regiment 
of regular infantry and numberless ghazis. I threw 
back the right company of my w'ing so as to bring a 
direct fire on the guns and infantry ; but the coyer they 
were under was so good that they did not sustain much 
loss, until some time after they made an advance and 
appeared in the open. Our fire was very heavy and 
accurate, and more than once the enemy retired into 
the n<tUi again, and wmuld not face us.” 

“The critical moment was not far distant,” says 
Major Leach. “ Under cover of the sheltering banks, 
two <)-prs. (3-prs. ?) Irad been brought to bear upon our 
line at a distance of less than 500 yards, and almost 
enfiladed it. Hidden breast-high, the men servdng 
tliem were distinctly visible ; but notwithstanding a fire 
opened upon them by the left company of the (iOth, and 
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the efforts of our guns, the Afghans held their ground, 
and our losses became serious.” 

I’he 60th, 30th Bombay Infantry, and the sappers 
were all more or less covered by shallow depressions, 
or ratlier folds, in the ground; whilst the Bombay 
Grenadiers and the two detached companies of the 
30th Botnbay were much exposed, and then loss was 
proportionately heavier. Ivieutenant Cole, the only 
British officer with these last-named companies, was 
killed very early in the <iay, and the only three native 
officers were severely wounded; the smooth-bore guns 
also, which had been hitherto on the flank and rear 
of these two companies, had retired, as before noticed, 
for ammunition, the effect of which on the native 
troops, though it was not evident at once, was fatal. 
This must have been, according to Leach, at about 1.30 
or 2 p.m. 

Finding our artillery fii’e slackening, tlie Afghan 
centre pushed forward up the near bank of the ravine. 
The Grenadiers fired steadily enough, but their con¬ 
fidence was shaken, and the numbers of the wounded 
were rapidly increasing. 

Meantime the baggage guard had been actively 
engaged from the first. It consisted of one company 
66th Foot, under Captain .T. Quarry, one company 
of the Bombay Grenadiers, under lieutenant C. G. 
Wliitby, and one of Jacob’s Rifles (30th Bombay 
Infantry), under Lieutenant M. B. Salmon, with a 
treasure guard of Grenadiers and a commissariat guard 
of Jacob’s Rifles, Lieutenant Whitby acting as baggage- 
master. Tlie baggage was, .as before mentioned, partly 
in the nala and a portion of it on tl\e sheltered slope. 
As soon as Major Ready, of the 66th, who commanded 
the whole, found that the enemy’s cavalry were 
threatening his left flank, he extended Captain Quarry’s 
company in this direction, continuing this line of skir¬ 
mishers with hsilf the company of Grenadiers; he also 
made a similar disposition on the right front with the 
rest of the Grenadiers and the company of Jacob’s 
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Rifles. The effect of the well-directed fire of these 
troops was to keep the enemy at a di.stance for a con¬ 
siderable time. A number of the Afghans, horse and 
foot, made repeated attempts to push down the tiala 
which ran from the enemy’s left; but they were met 
here by Lieutenant R. E. T. Bray with a party of the 
GGth, who were posted on the left bank, of the nctlu^ and 
were prevented from getting round to the rear. In 
the course of the morning the camels were withdrawn 
a little from the /m/a, to avoid the enemy’s artillery 
fire; but the main body of the baggage guard held 
their ground until after 3 p.m., when the retreat of the 
fighting line became general. 

An attempt was then made to withdraw the baggage. 
Captain Quarry’s company retired in skirmishing order, 
cov'ering the retreat, and joined Lieutenant Bray’s party 
on the bank of the nala \ some Grenadiers and men of 
tlic 30th Bombay Infantry also joined this line, and the 
Subadar-Major of Jacob’s Rifles, who was with them, 
did good service. Tiieutenant G. Ij. Melliss, 60th, 
the Transport. Officer, joined the baggage guard, and 
rendered great assistance. But the men were all greatly 
exhausted from want of food and the excessive heat 
of the day, and Major Ready w.as soon compelled to 
abandon the camp equipage and stores and to retreat, 
carrying the wounded on the baggage animals. 

Meanwhile the battle had been fiei’oely contested by 
the firing line. Between 2 and 3 p.m. the fire from 
the enemy’s guns began to slacken, and General Burrows 
hoped that their ammunition was beginning to run 
short; but it soon appeared that the cessation was 
merely to admit of the ghazis making a direct advance 
on the British centime. 

They came rapidly on. Up to this time the 
casualties amongst the British infantry had not been 
numerous; the men were firing steadily, the J)-prs. were 
sweeping the ground with case-shot, and the General 
felt confident as to the result. This time, however, 
the fire of guns and infantry, murderous though it 

33 
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was, failed to check the determined onsJaiight of the 
gfiazis. 

Of the sequence of events at this critical juncture 
there must ever be a doubt, but of the main facts tliere 
is little difference of opinion. Had the infantry line 
stood firm, the charge must have failed; but without 
waiting for the enemy to close, the two detached com¬ 
panies of Jac;ob’s Rifles, which had suffered so severely 
throughout the day, suddenly gave way, and were fol¬ 
lowed almost immediately afterwards by the Grenadiei s. 

The men of the latter regiment, rising to tlieir feet, 
atcempted to form square on the left; but in the con¬ 
fusion of the moment the attempt failed, and the small 
number of officers were powerless to steady their men. 

“ At this moment,” reports Brigadier-General Bur¬ 
rows, “ the infantiy gave way, and, commencing on 
the left, rolled up on the OGtli, forming a helpless crowd 
of panic-stricken men.” The gkazis closed on them, 
and for a little space bayoneted and shot them without 
resistance. It was an appalling sight. The effect of 
the fighting line giving way on the followers and others 
wnth the camp baggage, hospitals, etc., in rear, was to 
cause an immediate panic. Surgeon-]Ma.jor Preston, of 
the 66th, who had just been severely wounded, thus 
describes it: 

“ After my wmund had been attended to, I was lying 
quietly in my doolie, imagining that all was going on 
well as regarded the da)% the idea of our losing it never 
entering my thoughts, when all of a sudden my doolie- 
bearers took up the doolie and commenced running off 
with me as fast as they could go, shouting as they ran 
along that the ghazis were on us. 1 raised the curtain 
of the doolie and looked out, and, to my great surprise, 
saw a regular stampede, men and animals making off 
as hard as they could, all in utter confusion—no order 
of any kind, but eveiybo«ly evidently bent on doing the 
utmost to save his own life and get out of the way of 
danger as fast and as best he could. With this object 
all the loads had been thrown off from the baggage 
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animals, which were at once appropriated for riding 
purposes. The ground all about was, in consequence, 
covered with camp equipage, boxes of ammunition and 
treasure, mess stores, wine, etc. 

“ My doolie-bearers had not carried me far before 
they deserted me to a man, and after two otiier modes 
of conveyance in w Inch I had been placed that after¬ 
noon had failed, I was finally taken up by a horse 
artillery wagon, iill this time the stampede had been 
going on, and men (white and black), horses, camels, 
bullocks, etc., passed me in endle.ss confusion.” 

“ Sudden as had been the panic among the Grena¬ 
diers,” wrote Major Ijcach, “they were still .standing, 
apparently irresolute, but so closely packed that defence 
was hopeless. I question whether bayonets were fixed ; 
and if they were, they were little used. The mass of 
men must have been ten deep, and flushed with success 
a rush was made upon its rear by the advancing bodies 
of the enemy. . . . Up to the last the Grenadiers had 
certainly behaved well, and the Afghans themselves 
admit that the Ileratis on their right centre twice fell 
back. The sepoys seemed to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Anderson, who commanded the Grenadiers, to be com¬ 
pletely exhausted from want of food and water; and 
although every endeavour was made by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Anderson and his officers to rally the men and 
to form square, they were by this time in a great 
measure out of hand, and the officers could only get 
the sepoys to form a sort of V, whilst several of the 
enemy’s foot and horsemen, who had got in their rear, 
were bayoneted. At this juncture Lieutenant-Colonel 
Anderson* was hit by the pieces of a shell in six places, 

* Havildar OandaSiiiff and four privates put Ijeutenaiit-Colonel Anderson 
in a doolie and carried him across the nnia, where Reasaldar Dhokai Sing, 
3rd Bombay Light Cavalry (the same native officer who had saved Sir Kvelyn 
Wood's life in 1857-5B), placed the wounded Lieuteimnt-Colouel on a pony 
and escorted him to a gun-limber of E-B, on which he was carried from 
the field. 

llie 1st Grenadiers had lost from 100 to 150 men killed and wounded in 
the fighting line liefore they gave wav. Four native officers and 65 men 
were brought on to Kandahar wounded, but no man who was dangerously 
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and tlie (ioinmand de^'olved on Lieutenant-Colonel 
Griffith. I’he infantry then continued retiring without 
formation.” 

Colonel Mainwaring, ffOth Hombay Infantry, states — 

“ I found the situation to be us follows : 'I'lie 1st 
Grenadier Regiment was from 80 to 100 yards in 
rear of the 80th Native Infantry, and it was then 
taking ground to its proper riglit either in fours or files, 
but I am not certain which, 'fhe whole of the ground 
to the left of the 8()th Native Infantry, and between 
it and the Grenadiers, was covered with swarms of 
ghazis and banner-men. The ghazis were actually in 
the ranks of the Grenadiers, pulling the men out and 
hacking them down with their swords. I have not any 
idea how this state of affairs came about, as the battery 
firing on my left prevented my seeing in that direction 
until it had moved away. 

“ Immediately on seeing that their left and rear were 
completely turned, the regiment [80th Bombaylgot into 
confusion and crowded down towards the right, thus 
falling on the left and rear of the G(!th.” 

The two portions of the line were now separated 
by an interval of about 200 yards. The Grenadiers had 
fallen back, but were still close to their original position 
when the vain attempt to re-form them was made. 

On the right the main body of Jacob’s Rifles under 
Colonel Mainwaring had retired in confusion upon the 
06th, which regiment alone retained its formation. 
When the line was broken. Captain Beresford Beirse, 
of the 66th, seeing the Kabulis and ghazis around 
Maclaine’s guns, turned the rear rank of his left half 
company about and fired some volleys into them, but 
their fire w'as immediately masked by the flying sepoys, 
who came straight to the rear of the GOth, and pressing 
among them caused much disorder. 


wounded ever readied the hospital, which was three-quarters of a mile in • 
rear, and quite 250 men of the Ist Grenadiei-s must have been killed before 
they reached the wila, out of the original 470 men who had been in the 
fighting line. 
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The 6()th, thus pressed by the ghazis in front and 
the broken sepoys in rear, retired to their ri^ht, but still 
preserved cohesion, the men turning round to deliver 
their fire and keeping off the crowds of Afghans at 
some 25 yards. The regiment was followed by a 
mingled mass of the other troops in hopeless disorder, 
the direction of the retreat being towards that part of 
the nala nearest the village of Khig. Under such 
circumstances the last hope rested in a cavalry charge. 

“ General Burrows now rode up at a gallop to 
General Nuttall, and said, ‘Nuttall, the infantry has 
given way, our only chance is a cavalry charge ; do 
you think you could get the cavalry to charge the line 
oi ghazis in rear of the infantry, and they might perhaps 
then be induced to re-form ? ’ 

“ Whatever men were still available were in a some¬ 
what iiTegular formation. There was no time, however, 
to w'ait for a well-dressed line, and General Nuttall 
ordered the cavalry to advance and charge, placing 
himself with his staff in front of the line, f be men, 
instead of advancing straight to their front, inclined to 
the right and fell on the ghazis w'ho were attacking the 
Grenadiers, Avhich regiment was undoubtedly saved by 
the cavalrj^ charge from heavy loss. After doing this 
much, the cavalry, instead of advancing straight on into 
the mass of the enemy, seeing the infaiitry all retreating 
and the guns all gone, wheeled about and retired, to the 
very best of my belief, without orders. I certainly 
heard no orders, but I cannot give further evidence on 
this point beyond stating that, whilst personally engaged 
in combat with the enemy, I turned round to see if the 
men were following, and found they had gone. After 
wheeling about the cavalry retired steadily: but they 
could not be induced to front again in the right 
direction.”—( Hogg. ) 

It should be remembered that this small cavalry 
force, numbering in all orily about lao sabres, had 
been exposed for upwards of four hours to that se'- erest 
of all trials, inaction under heavy fire and while 
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suffering serious losses. In addition to this they had 
been thrown into disorder by the retiring infantr}'' and 
guns, the sight of which alone might well shake the 
morale of the best of troops after the disturbing influences 
of the morning. They had no time to re-form, nor space 
to gather themselves together into a collected charge, 
while their course towards the enemy was impeded and 
broken by flying soldiery. 

There was now nothing left but to fall back on the 
rear guard, and the retreat of the cavalry across the 
7 Ui/a was made in an orderly and steady manner under 
the direction of Brigadier-General Nuttall, who halted 
and re-formed his men on the opposite side.* 

Meanwhile when Captain Slade saw that the guns 
of E-B were in danger, he gave the order to limber up 
and retire. Lieutenant Maclaine on the left, who 
probably never heard the order, waited to fire another 
round of case, at about tAventy yards range, when 
the ghazis were so close that it Avas only possible to 
save the limbers. At about this time Lieutenant 
Osborne AV'as killed. Captain Slade halted, re-formed 
the battery about 150 yards to the rear of the 
position, and refilled the limbers from the wagon- 
bodies, but he Avas forced to leave three Avagons on the 
field, as they AA'ere completely disabled, and there were 
then over fifteen horses killed, Avhilst the enemy were 
pres.sing on the guns very closely. He then took the 
battery across the 7iaki in which the baggage had been 
placed in the morning, and Avith the smooth-bore 
battery came into action to cover the retreat, Avhich was 
rapidly becoming a rout. 

From this position Slade fired tAvo rounds, but he 
was immediately ordered to retire, as the enemy’s 
cavalry AA'ere threatening both his left flank and rear. 
'I'lie smooth-bore battery was also ordered to retire, as 


‘ Colonel Malcoliiiftoii, c.b., 3rd Sind Horae, and Major C’arrie^ Com¬ 
manding 3rd Bombay Li^ht C'avalry, were afterwards plaeed under arrest 
for their conduct on this occasion. Both ofiicerw were tried by court-martial 
and honourably acquitted early in IBBl. 



they had not a single round left. Captain Slade there- 
uptm ordered Lieutenant Maclaine to letire first 
two of the guns of E-B, whilst he remained himself m 

rear with the remaining two. , . , , 

During the whole of this retreat, which began at 
3.30 p.m., all the guns and carriages brought out of 
action were crowded with w'ouiided and exhausted men. 

To return to the infantry. A portion of the Bombay 
Grenadiers under Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith succeeded 
in reaching the village of Mandabad, and there joined 
the guns and what remained of the baggage. A large 
proportion, however, seemed to have followed the OOth. 

"I'he latter regiment, as before noticed, being forced 
out of line by the pressure of the native regiments m 
rear, moved forward to its proper front, ^ and then 
wheeling round into column retired upon King. Die 
men were at first in formation, and (according to their 
own officers) the gluizis gave way before them as long 
as they advanced'; but when they began to retire, a 
general rush seems to have been inade by the Afghan 
infantry and ghazis, and the formation of the regiment 
was broken. The struggle now centred round the 
village of Khig, and Mandabad was almost deserted. 
The whole weight of the attack was thrown upon the 
66th and the Grenadiers who were with them. 

'I’he leading companies of the 66th seem to have 
passed straight through Khig towards an enclosed 
garden in rear, where a last stand was made by Colonel 
Galbraith and the gallant band of officers and men who 
accompanied him — Captains W. H. JMcMath W . 
Roberts, Lieutenants M. E. Rayner and R. T. Chute, 
2nd Lieutenants H. .1. O. Barr, W. R. Olivey and A. 
Hollywood. 

From the account of one of Ayub’s officers who was 
present at the action at Maiwand, it appears that a 
stand was made by the remnant of the 66th regiment 
round their colours in this enclosure ; he estimated their 
number at alx>ut a hundred. He stated that these 
braie men were surrounded by the whole army, and 
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that when all but eleven were killed, these made a 
desperate charge, and perished fighting bravely to the 
last man. “ Tins stubborn defence,” says Sir Frederick 
Haines, “ may have delayed the pursuit as well as checked 
the desii’e to pursue.” 

Amongst this small and de.sperate band, besides 
Colonel Galbraith, were Blackwood of the Artillery, 
Henn of the Engineers, and Hinde of the Grenadiers. 

When the 66th got broken up a number of men of 
the regiment retreated in the direction of Mandabad. 
and halted there together 'with some of the native 
infantry, in an enclosure where there was some water 
with which they slaked their thirst. Here General 
Burrows, after endeavouring to stem the tide of pur¬ 
suit with a cavalry charge, joined the party, which 
was about 1.50 strong, and for a few minutes the 
men kept up a sharp fire over the wall, which had 
the effect of temporarily checking the enemy. The 
Afghans, however, soon began to creep round the outer 
Hank, and it was evident that the retreat would soon 
be cut off; General Burrows thereupon ordered the 
men to retire. As they left the village the long line of 
straggling infantry headed at first tow^ards the hills on 
the east instead of converging towards the proper line 
of retreat in a south-easterly direction. To turn them 
Major I>each rode alone across the open intervening 
ground, but only partially succeeded in altering their 
course. At this time Brigadier-General Burrows was 
under the impression that this party was the last of the 
infantry left in the village, and was ignorant of the 
whereabouts of Colonel (ialbraith and the main body of 
the 66th in Khig, as the trees and gardens of lilandabad 
rendered it impos.sible to tell what was taking place 
beyond. The interval which now separated the cavalry 
and guns from the infantry was about three-quarters of 
a mile. 

The troopers of the cavalry had meanwhile re¬ 
covered their formation, and the squadron of the 
3rd IJght Cavalry and the Sind Horse had re-united. 








;Vil 



^ AFTER THE BA^TI^E 

It was generally believed that General Burrows 
had been killed during the action, and it was not until 
we had proceeded about 2 miles ” (says Lieutenant 
J. Monteith, 2nd Sind Horse, orderly officer to 
Brigadier-General Nuttall) “that he suddenly came 
up from the rear, riding behind the Wordi-Major of 
the Srd Sind Horse (both being on the same horse) ; 
and about the same time Major Oliver, 66th, Lieu¬ 
tenant Lynch, G6th, and Captain Harrison of Jacob’s 
Rifles, were brought out of action in a similar way by 
some sowars of the Srd Sind Horse.” 

Numbers of baggage animals, commissfiriat stores, 
and doolies were hastily abandoned. Many of the 
wounded found refuge on the gun limbers ; others wlio 
were still able to ride were put on spare ponies, but 
no halt was made, although thei’e was no pursuit to 
speak of, except by some small bodies of irregular 
cavalry, who were kept at a distance by Captain Slade s 
guns. The artillery alone appear to have maintained 
their military formation and morale duHng the retreat ; 
“for although,” says Sir Frederick Haines in his 
despatch, “ the cavalry appear to have kept together, 
the General had lost all confidence in them, apparently 
with reason.” 

At length the Kushk-i-Nakhud River was reached, 
and here, if it liad been more generally known, 
water w'as not far distant, but the men coiild not be 
persuaded to stop. All looked forward to halting later, 
and none realised the terrible night inarch which lay 
befoi e them. 

At this point the remains of the infantry joined in, 
and the column, if .such it could be called, struck one 
of the direct roads to Kandahar. A number of the 
wounded were still on foot and could go no further; 
and JMajor I,each, whose nan-ative is followed in thi.s 
account, had no hesitation in recording his opinion, tliat 
had the cavalry remained in re.ar, they might have 
rendered most material assistance. There were still a 
number of surplus animals on the road, spare ponies 
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and pack bullocks, many ridden by imAvounded fol¬ 
lowers and others by sepoys who might well have 
walked ; all pursuit on the part of the enemy liad 
ceased. 

Whilst the main body crossed the river-bed Lieu¬ 
tenant E. V. Moiiteith with his troopers held the left 
bank and covered the retirement until carriage had 
been found for most of the wounded. The cavalry 
then followed in rear of the guns; throughout the 
remainder of the retreat, the last gun was the last 
point protected, and men who failed to reach it were 
left behind. Colonel St. John had ridden down to the 
old camping ground at Kushk-i-Nakhud, 2 miles 
distant, where there was abundance of water, but it 
was decided by General Burrows not to halt there, as 
the baggage, sick, wounded, and stragglers already 
extended over several miles, and it was quite impos¬ 
sible to turn the head of the line. Officers, men, and 
horses were all much exhausted, and the want of water 
was severely felt. Hauz-i-Madat, the nearest point on 
the direct line to Kandahar where there was a chance 
of finding water, was 15 miles distant; Ata Karez, 
visible on tlie right, wtus 7 miles. The General and 
the cavalry therefore trotted off to Ata Karez, where 
they watered their horses and then proceeded on to 
Hauz-i-Madat, leaving the infantry, baggage, stragglers, 
and last of all the guns, to struggle on to the last- 
named place. Fortunately Major Leach, who remained 
with Slade and the guns, knew the giotmd well, other¬ 
wise the column might easily have passed Hauz-i-Madat 
in the dark. Many of the sepoys had ah-eady fallen 
out and thrown themselves down exhausted, and the 
remaining poi'tion of the 66th were in great di.stress 
with thirst and fatigue, 'fhe guns served, however, as 
a rallying point, which kept the men together, and 
soon after 11 p.m. the rear guard sighted trees. The 
trees meant water; and although the search was for 
some time unsuccessful, the tank was at last hit off, 
fhough not before Captain Slade had been obliged to 
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THE RUSH FOR WATER 


abandon one of the smooth-bore guns, owing to the 
exhaustion of the horses. The large dilapidated 
masonry tank was some little distance from the road, 
and on reaching it Slade found the Cieneral, who, as 
has been seen, had arrived there some time before with 
the cavalry under Nuttall. 

As the column came up men and horses rushed to 
the water, and for an hour and a half the struggle 
there continued, the crowd being constantly increased 
by the arrival of fi’esh stragglers. Even at the end of 
that time many of the men had not yet succeeded in 
reaching the tank, and numbers of others had not been 
able to obtain a drink of water. Major Leach there¬ 
fore urged General Buitow^s to prolong the halt, but a 
report had reached the General that the enemy were 
already opening fire on the rear of the retreating force, 
and on these gi’ounds he refused to remain longer at 
Hauz-i-Madat. The order was given for the cavalry to 
resume the march, when Leach again represented that 
the men at the tank would be left behind, and, with 
General Bun’ows’s permission, he rode back with five 
sowars to recall them. The column left Hauz-i-Madat 
about 1 a.m. on the 28th .July. 

Brigadier-General Burrows wrote as follows of the 
retreat: “ Towards dusk a report came from the rear 
that the enemy were pressing on the rear guard, and I 
sent General Nuttall back with the cavahy to remain 
until they were finally beaten off. 

“ Subsequently I took the cavalry across to Ata- 
Karez to water, and rejoined the guns at Hauz-i-Madat. 
At this place Slade had succeeded in finding some water 
for the wounded officers and men with him. 

“ Lieutenant Maclaine, k.h.a., went away to look 
for water here, and was not seen again. 

“ I waited a couple of hours to collect any stragglers 
there might be in the neighbourhood, and sent out a 
party of cav'alry under Ma,jor Leach, v.c., r.e., who 
volunteei’ed to go to search for them. 1 could not 
delay longer, as I feared a panic amongst the cavalry. 
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and that they might leave me vs'ithout protection for 
the guns. Some shots from jazaih and matclilocks 
from surrounding villages were magnified into the 
enemy’s guns pursuing us ; every clump of trees on the 
sides of the road were troops of cavaliy threatening 
our flanks; and all sorts of scares were constantly 
occun’ing,” 

Lieutenant Geoghegan, of the 3rd Light Cavalry, 
now relieved lieutenant Monteith in command of the 
troops left in rear to escort the guns. This officer 
remained for some considerable time at Hauz-i-Madat 
after General Burrows left, and waited for all the men 
to come back from the water, the report about the guns 
of the enemy being in the rear proving to be entirely 
Avithout foundation. 

The gun teams were by this time completely 
exhausted, and Slade was forced to abandon the store 
limber wagon and spare gun-carriage, and to yoke 
the bullocks to the guns. Even with this assistance 
the guns had some difficulty in keeping pace with the 
cavalry, and General Burrows, who now remained 
behind with Captain Slade, accordingly .sent Major 
I^iCuch forward with an order to Nuttall “that the 
cavalry were to go ea.sy, and allow the guns to come 
up.” The cavalry nevertheless did not check their 
pace, and continued to press forward until an inter\ al 
of fully three miles separated them from the rear guns. 
Major Leach was therefore sent with a second order 
directing the cavalry to halt, and by the time that he 
delivered it the cavalry were nearing Aslhkan, while 
General Nuttall, with his orderly officer. Lieutenant 
J. Monteith, was a mile in rear. 

At this point, and again at Ashikan, long halts 
were made, the latter place being reached about 5 a.m., 
at daybreak; here the two howitzers were abandoned. 
The gun teams still struggled gallantly on, and to assist 
them General Burrows ordered the cavalry to lend 
some horses, so that the limbers carrying wounded 
men might be brought on. 
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^yv CROSSING THE ARGHAXDAB 

— 

After leaving Ashikan shots were heard in front, 
and again an alarm, gi’oundless as before, was raised 
that the enemy were pursuing in rear. Tl’.e fact was 
that the inhabitants of Ashikan were firing on the 
retreating force, and Lieutenant AVhitby, 1st Bombay 
Infantry, was killed while passiixg the village. At 
Sinjiri, whi(!h was reached at about 7 a.m., the firing 
was renewed, but no serious opposition wa.s ofifcred 
to the pi'ogress of the column or to its passage over 
the River Arghandab, which had to be crossed here. 
Nevertheless it was only with great difficulty that the 
guns were dragged over the heavy ground of the river¬ 
bed by the exhausted teams, and it w'as found necessary 
to abandon one of the smooth-bores. Meanwhile the 
rest of the column was halted, and when the crossing 
was half completed, the advance guard of a supporting 
force from Kandahar under Brigadier-General Brooke, 
consisting of 40 sabres of the Poona Horse under 
Captain J. W. Anderson, appeared in sight. From 
this time the retreating troops were relieved of the 
work of securing their own protection; Captain 
Anderson’s sowars took up a position at the river- 
bank and saw the stragglers safely across, and then 
brought up the rear. 

At Kohkaran General Brooke’s head-quarters were 
met, and here a halt was made of over an hour, the 
w'ounded men were put into doolies, and stragglers 
were allowed to close up. 

The surviving portions of General Burrows’s brigade 
left Kohkaran at about 8.45 a.m., apd inarched on 
without further opposition until the villages close to 
Kandahar were reached. vVt about 1) a.m. Captain Slade 
was obliged to abandon another 6-pr., as the horses 
could not move it and the battery was exposed to 
heavy fire from the villages, but the limber with its 
freight of wounded was brought on. Numbers of the 
Uuranis had taken up their position here, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of A bbasabad, to harass the British troops, 
but their attack was repulsed by the fire of the infantry 
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and of the guns of C-2, and after some delay the 
passage through the now deserted villages was effected. 
The cantonments were reached by the head-quarters 
of the cavalry brigade at about 2 p.m., and the citadel 
of Kandahar half an hour later, the men having been 
incessantly on the move for 38 hours, in which 
they covered the 45 miles between the scene of the 
disaster and Kandahar. 

The four horse artillery guns of E-B reached 
Kandahar safely, but the loss su.stained by the battery 
in action and during the retreat was cruelly heavy. 

The total number of men belonging to the brigade 
under General Burrows engaged at Maiwand was 
2 476. 

Of these the following casualties were reported, 



VIZ.: 

Britisl; Officers . 

,, Troops 
Native Officers 
„ Troops 


Followers 

Horses 


Killed and missing. Wounded. 


21 

8 

296 

42 

11 

9 

648 

109 


1^ 

381 

7 

201 

68 


Nafm\s of Officers killecL 


Captain P. C. Heath, Brigfwle-Major. 

Major G. F. Blackwood, Commanding E-B, R.H.A. 
Ideutenant E. G. Osborne, ii.h.a. 

„ T. 11. Henn, a.K. 

,, W. C. Owen, Srd Bombay Light Cavalry. 
I,ieutenant-Colonel James Galbraith, Commanding 66th Foot. 
Captain E. S. Garratt, 66tli Foot. 

„ W. H. McMath, 66th Foot. 

„ F. J. Cullen, 66th Foot. 

„ W. Rolx;rts, 66th Foot. 

Lieutenant M. E. Rayner, 66th Foot. 

„ K. 'P. Chute, 66tl» Foot. 

2nd Lieutenant Honywood, 66th Foot. 

„ W. R. 6livey, 66th Foot. 

H, J. O. Barr, 66lh Foot. 
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Lieutenant C. W. Hinde, 1st Bombay Grenadiers. 

,, C. G. Whitby, 1st Bombay Grenadiers. 

Captain H. F. Smith, SOth Boinlmy Infantry (elacob’s Rifles), 

Lieutenant W. N. Justice, 30th Bomt)ay Infantry (Jacob's Rifles), 

„ D. Cole, 30th Bombay Infantry (Jacob’s Rifles). 

Besides 11 Native Officers. 

Names of Officers xvmi/tuled. 

Captain T. Hams, Deputy Assistant Quartermfister-General. 

Lieutenant II. Maclaine, k.k.a. (taken prisoner and afterwards 
murdered). 

„ N. P. Fowell, a.H.A. 

5 , A. M. Monteith, 3i*d Sind Horse. 

„ H. I.ynch, 66th Foot. 

Surgeon-Major A. F. Preston, 66th Foot. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. S. Andei*son, 1st Grenadiers. 

Captain J. Grant, 1st Grenadiers. 

Major J. S. lixidell, 30th Bombay Infantry (Jacob’s Rifles), 

Beside 9 Native Officers. 

There were lost at Maiwand a lai'ge quantity of 
arms and accoutrements, including over 1,000 rifles 
arid carbines, and about 600 or 700 swords and bayonets. 

The ammunition expended was as under: 


— 

9-pr. tjhell 
and oaae. 

S.B. shot 
and shell 

Small ami. 

In action ..... 
lA>8t in Ordnance Field Park 

1,473 

448 

487 

382,881 

278,200 

lotal 

1,921 

487 

061,081 


The following were the losses among the transport, 
including some aftenvards shot as unfit: 


Camels. 

Ponif!8. 

Mules. 

Bullocks. 

Donkeys, 

1,676 

356 

24 

79 

291 























DEFEAT OF BUREOWS 

A total number of 455 transport followers aA 
drivers, including one native 1st class inspector, were 
killed or missing.^ 

About 2 o’clock oti the morning ol‘ the 28tli July 
news was brought by a jemadar of the Jird Sind Horse 
to Kandahar that General Burrows had been defeated 
with heavy loss and that the survivmrs of his force were 
retreating to the capital. This news was confirmed an 
hour or two later, and before day broke shots’W'ere heard 
in all the surrounding villages, showing that the whole 
country was up in arms. 

No time was lost in .sending out a column to cover 
the retreat of General Bunw.s, and within an hour 
Brigadier-General Brooke started along the Kohkaran 
road with the following small force : 

Poona Horse, 40 sabms (Captain J. W. Anderson). 

C-2, ll.A., 2 guns (Captain W. I^aw). 

7th Royal Fusiliers, 70 rifles (Lieutenant R. P. B. Rodick). 

28th Bombay Infantry, 100 rifles (Major F. C. Singleton). 



This column left Kandaliar at 5.30 a.m. and moving 
as quickly as its small numbers and the precautions 
necessary for its safety would allow through the gardens 
and enclosures of the suburbs, in all of which were 
armed and hostile men, it reached Kohkaran at 9 a.m. 
Here, as has been seen, a junction was effected with 
Brigadier-General Burrows. 

On the appearance of the force the village was 
hastily evacuated by a large body of armed men, 
who liad previously been harassing and killing all small 
parties of fugitives from the British force, 'fhe enemy 
were kept at a distance until Brigadier-General Burrows 
and the remnants of his column had passed; the ford 
over the Arghaudab was held meanwhile, as has already 
been related, by Captain Aiwlerson and his sowars. 

Brigadier-Cieneral Brooke then began his return 
march, picking up on tlie way all stragglers from the 
retreating force. 

' For etrenjftli and composition of Ayub Khan’s foiro see Api)endix 
XXVIll. 
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REMOVAL TO KANDAHAR 

For about 3^ miles the march was xmmolested, but 
information was then received from the front that the 
hills and walled enclosures around Abbasabad ^were 
strongly occupied by the enemy. The two guns of C-2, 
under Captain Law, together with a cavalry escort, 
were at once pushed forward ; Rrigadier-General Brooke 
followed with the remainder of the cavalry and, passing 
through Cieneral Burrow.s s force, pushed ^ on, throw^ing 
out skirmishers to clear the gardens and villages. This 
was effected with trifling loss and the enemy were 
driven from the hills by the fire of the guns. Ihc 
column then passed through Abbasabad without diffi- 
culty. Brigadier-General Brooke’s force again halted 
and formed up after clearing the village, until (ieneral 
Burrows’s force had passed. A company of the 7th 
Fusiliers was sent back to keep the outskirts of the 
village clear of the enemy, and to bring in all stragglers. 
The force then returned to cantonments, which were 
entered about 1.30 p.m. 

At Kandahar the whole day was spent m removing 
the troops, baggage, sick and Avounded into the citadel. 

'fhe cantoninents of Kandahar, from their position 
below the Fir Paimal and the Ficquet and Karez hills, 
as well as from their lack of an independent water- 
supply and their isolation from the commissariat and 
ordnance stores in the citadel, were quite untenable. 
It was evident that the whole population of the sur¬ 
rounding country was hostile; Ayub’s victorious army 
might be expected at Kandahar within a few days, and 
the course adopted of defending the city seemed there¬ 
fore to be the only one possible under the circumstances. 

The abandonment of the cantonments was, lio wever, 
completed with more than necessary haste, so much 
so that in several instances stores and baggage were left 
behind and lo.st. 'Phis was especially the case as re¬ 
garded the removal of the engineering stores from 
Raliim Bil Khan’s garden. By some mistake the guard 
was withdrawn before this duty could be completed; 
only a few sick sappers \vere left in charge of the post 
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LOSS OF ENGINEERING STORES 



under Lieutenant G, T. Jones, n.E., and as men from 
the adjacent \dllages had already begun to show theni- 
selves on the garden walls, Colonel J. Hills ordered this 
small pjirty to retire as quickly as possible ; consequently 
the whole of the sappers’ tents, tools, and materials 
belonging to the field park had to be abaiidoned, 
because sufficient transport was not on the spot to carrjf' 
them away. Subsequently a party under J..iieutenant 
Jones was sent back to the garden, but could only bring 
away some of the men’s kits and a part of the company 
equipment, and a good deal of valuable property, both 
jjublie and private, was left behind. 

'J’he only articles saved from the field park were 
some boxes of guncotton and a few barrels of blasting 
powder; the Royal Engineer operations therefore 
depended entirely on tools obtainable from the ordnance 
depai-tment and on regimental equipment. Fortunately 
these were obtainable in sufficient quantities; but no 
detonators were available for the guncotton, the want 
of which was severely felt. The whole of the de¬ 
molitions, however, outside the city were completed 
without the use of explosives. 

Shortly after dusk, Brigadier-General Brooke having 
reported that he could see no signs of any more of the 
fugitives from Maiwand coming in, and all the sick 
and as much as possible of tlie baggage having been 
removed from cantonments, the wliole of the British 
force was withdrawn within the city walls, and the gates 
were closed. 

The city of Kandahar has a quadrilateral enceinte, 
the length of its sides being approximately as follows: 


Shikarpur (fate front 
Herat Gate front . 

Eedgah Gate front . 

Kabul Gate front . 

Total 


. about 1,300 vard». 

. „ 1,987' „ 

„ 1,178 „ 

„ ^ « 

. . 6,165 „ 


The walls were of solid sun-dried mud, of an average 




height of 30 feet, and breadth 15 feet on the north and 
east fronts; the ditch was 18 feet deep on tijose fronts ; 
while at the south-west bastion, and between that point 
and the Herat Gate, there was hardly any ditch at all. 
flanking fire was obtained from small circular bastions, 
forty-nine in number, but much dilapidated; each gate 
was covered by two such bastions. The curtain or 
parapet wall had an average height of 8 feet, its 
thickness varying considerably. Great numbers of out¬ 
lets existed, such as canals and undergi’ound passages. 
These were filled up andi fougasses placed in them. 

It is doubtful if the citadel could have been held if 
once the outer wall had been forced. The supply 
of water would then have had to be obtained from 
a single w'ell, and the artillery s(juare, commissai’iat 
yard, and enclosures were all commanded by adjacent 
houses, while the citadel wall at this point was only a 
few inches thick. 'J'he danger which was therefore 
most feared by the garrison was an assaidt by tlie 
Afghans on the city walls. But the wire entanglement 
and the sandbags which were constructed without loss 
of time on and around the j)arapets are said to have 
occasioned fears of hidden mines, etc., in the minds 
of the ghazis, and within ten days from the beginning 
of the siege the defences of the city had been so 
strengthened that there was little fear* of a successful 
attack. All the gates were protected by almttis, and it 
was known by experience that heavy mud walls have 
a resisting power equal, if not superior, to that of solid 
masonry, as was proved by experiments made in 1879 
with a 6'4)-in. howitzer upon the walls of old Kandahar ; 
and the actual results obtained with the 40-prs. and 
9-prs. during the siege xipon the villages of Deh Khoti 
and Deh Khoja confirmed this fact. 

The night of the 28th duly passed quietly, though a 
few shots were heard in the direction of the cantonments, 
and at about 10 p.m. the Sadar bazaar, which was 
chiefly constructed of light wood and matting, was set 
on fire. 
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11 
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Bullocks. 


f Poona Hoi*8e . 

5 



5 

213 

11 
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fj 
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3rd Sind Horae 
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6 
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9 
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3rd Bombay 
Lt. Cavalry . 

6 


... 

6 

354 

29 

383 

366 




r 

K^B,R.H.A.. . 

4 

115 

19 

138 




123 

4 




C-2, R A. 

6 

101 

14 

120 



... 

81 

4 




6-11, K.A. . 

4 

90 

1 

95 


... 

... 

12 

4 

’2 

372 

Itj 

1 7th Fusiliers . 

24 

620 

45 

689 




10 




1 66th Foot 

12 

241 

70 

323 



... 

7 




m2 I 

1 

'lat Bombay 
Grenwliers . 

0 



G 

273 

72 

345 





J3 

1 

4 th Bombay 

Infantry 

7 



7 

533 

21 

654 





a 

H-i ’ 

lyth Bomliay 
Infantry 

6 



6 

i>86 

27 

613 





% 

28th Bombay 
Infantry 

7 



7 

071 

86 

707 






30th Bombay 
Infantry 

0 



6 

319 

77 

396 




... 

1 

1 No. 2 Com- 
j pany Sappers 

1 

... 


1 

69 

7 

66 

7 





Total . 

97 

1,167 

149 

1,413 

3,366 

289 

3,655 

1,217 

12 

2 

373 


Officers 

, 

, 




. 



97 



Effective ijon-coniinissioncd officers and men 4,633 


Sick. 


Camels 
Bulloctks . 
Ponies 
Mules 


, 438 


Total . 


4,971 

1,021 

136 

602 

68 


Also one 6-pr. S.li. guu. 


































MEASURES OF DEFENCE 535 

From the be^nning of the siege parties were daily 
employed in improving the defences and strengthening 
the walls and gates, the latter by plates of sheet-iron, 
(iun platforms, traverses, ramps, and bariqnettes were 
constructed on the walls. i\ll houses abutting on the 
city walls were, as far as possible, demolished, trees 
were felled, buildings and walls which could give cover 
to an enemy were levelled, so fvs to leave an enceinte 
of open ground round the city, and a wire entanglement 
constructed all round the foot of the walls. 

Nothing was seen of Ayub Khan’s soldiers until the 
afternoon of the 30th .July, when a party of cavahy 
appeared near Kalachi-i-Haidar Khan, about a mile 
north-east of the city. An effort was made to lure 
them into the plain, but without success. On the 31st, 
however, a body of ghazis and mounted men ha^■ing 
occupied Khairabad, they were attacked by a troop 
of the Poona Horse and 2 companies each of the 
7th Fusiliers and 28th Bombay Infantry, who drove 
them out of the place into Deh Khwaja with a loss 
of about thirty. One of our sepoys was killed and 
three men wounded. 

On the 1st Augtjst large numbers of men appeared 
on the hills near Kalachi-i-Haidar, and on the following 
day a reconnoitring party of the Poona Horse, who 
proceeded to that place through the Sadar bazaar 
and cantonments, were follow’ed as they retired by 
shots from the enemy, w'ho came streaming out from 
Abbasabad. A w'^orking party near the south-west 
bastion, around Mehr Dil Itlian’s garden, was also fired 
on, together with its covering party of the 7th Fusiliers 
and 4th and 28th Bombay Infantry, who, advancing in 
tuni, killed several of the enemy with a loss of one 
sepoy killed and one private wounded. 

On this date rations for artillery horses and officers 
chargers w^ere reduced to 8 lb. of grain and 18 lb. of 
bhusa ; those for native cavalry horses to 6 lb. of grain 
and 14 lb. of bhusa. 

General Primrose assumed supreme political control 




DESULTORY FIRING 

on the 2na August, Colonel St. John acquiescing in this 
arrangement. 

The enemy now appeared daily on tlie Ficmiet Hill 
and the heiglits near Baba Wali, as well as in the Sadar 
bazaar and cantonments, from which they kept up an 
occasional rifle fire on the city walls. 

On the 4th August a redistribution was made of the 
troops on the walls, 300 being allotted to each face, a 
first reinforcement of 200 at the Chaharsu and a second 
reinforcement of 100 in the Topkhana square. 

The remaining men, on the alarm sounding, were to 
fall in on their private parade grounds, followers to be 
in places appointed by officers commanding regiments. 
Signallers to be posted in each angle bastion. 

' Dn the 0th of August firing on the working parties 
was continued, and IJeutenant (i. A. C. de TrafFord 
and a private of the 7th Fusiliei-s were wounded. The 
numbers of the enemy were evidently increasing and 
Ayub’s troops pitched their camp on the Picquet Hill, 
the encampment being further extended on the next 
morning to the north of the hill. 

'Fhe firing of the enemy began earlier than usual on 
the 8th August, and wius supplemented by an Armstrong 
gun, which opened fire at 5 a.m., from the Picquet Hill. 
In consequence of this, orders were issued on the 9th 
for the men of the garrison to be kept as much as 
possible under the west walls of enclosures, so as to 
screen them from the enemy’s fire. 

In the course of that day a spy came in and repoi-ted 
that the whole of Ayub’s army was now encamped at 
Chihil Zina, near the north end of the ridge to the west 
of old Kandahar, and was contemplating a night assault 

on the city. . 

From day to day the firing went on in a desultory 
fashion without any noticeable incident, and was 
answered by the guns of the garrison whenever oppor- 
tunity offered. A skirinish took place on the 12th, 
when cl purty of tlie 7th fusiliers cind 19th Uoinbay 
Infantry rushed a walled garden outside tlie Herat face 
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A SORTIE PLANNED 

of the town, with the object of demolishing the walls, 
and killed several of the enemy, inchiding the Governor 
of Farah : our losses were one private killed, one private 
and eight sepoys wounded. Lieutenants G. T. Jones 
and E. A. Waller, ii.E., veiy gallantly brought a wounded 
man of the 19th Bombay Infantry out of action under 
a heavy fire. 

Several attempts liad been made during this time to 
communicate with General Phayre, but it was seldom 
that a messenger either going or coming could elude 
the vigilance of the enemy (Achakzais) on the I'oad, 
and several had been captured and put to death. On 
the 11th August, however, a letter was received from 
General I’hayre, and a reply was sent back at once by 
the man who brought it. 

On this date a fresh distribution of the gamson was 
made as follows: 


Ee<igah front 
Herat front ( 


Topkhana Gate 
Herat Gate . ♦ 


Shikarpur front 

Kabul front | 

Chaharsu reserve . 
Topkhana square reserve 


Kabul Gate . 

Bar Durani Gate 


400 

176 

324 

400 

334 

166 

200 

100 


On the 13th August the idea of a sortie was for the 
first time definitely put forward by Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. Hills, Commanding Royal Engineers, and on the 15th 
the details of the plan were discussed by that officer 
with General Primrose. The limited numbers available 
necessitated a modification of Colonel Hills’s original 
plan; but General Priinrose agreed with that officer in 
Ins opinion that the attitude of the enemy in attempting 
a complete and careful investment of Kandahar by 
occupying and fortifying the adjacent villages, rendered 
a sortie absolutely necessarj' to make the Afghans show 
their hand. 

Before resorting to this measure General Primrose 
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538 DEH KI1W.\JA 

carefully searched the villages to the south and ejist of 
the city with artillery and mortar fire, but without any 
apparent result. He therefore determined to bombard 
one village heavily, and then to put some infantry 
through it 

The -village selected was that of Deh Khwaja, 
situated to the east of the city, exactly opposite the 
Bar Durani and Kabul Gates, and running almost 
parallel to the city wall, distant from the former gate 
600 yards, and from the latter 950 yards. 

hi making the selection the following points 
influenced tlie General and the officers of the council 

of war: . , , « 

1, — The village, Deh Khwa.ja, was isolated fi-om 
the main body of the enemy’s regiilai- 
troops, who were encamped beyond Ab- 
basabad, some 4 miles west of the eity, 
with Kandahar between them and Deh 
Khwaja, and therefore out of supporting 
distance. 

II. — The only supports available for the village 
would have to come from the south and 
pass over ground on which the British 
cavahy could act with effect, 
ni.—The village lies on the regular road from 
Mandi Hissar to Kandahar, and it w^as 
most imiiortant that this road should be 
cleared and kept open for the advance of 
General Phayre, as the Khushab road was 
studded with villages, whieh, if held in 
succession by the enemy, could only have 
been forced at immense cost. 

IV. — Artillery had been fired from this village, 
and the General was anxious to ascertain 
what number of guns the enemy had in 
position thei’e, and what was tlie calibre 
of the guns. This information was neces¬ 
sary, as all reports from Maiwand agi’eed 
that Ayub Khan had with him thirty guns. 
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THE SOETTE 

including two batteries of l2-pr. Armstrongs. 
Up to date he had only unmasked two 
Armstrong guns, and it w'as therefore a 
matter of importance to prevent his estab¬ 
lishing an overpowering artillery fire wthin 
1,000 yards of the walls. 

V. —-It was desirable to confine the enemy’s 

artillery to positions perpendicular to the 
shorter faces of the city walls, as batteries 
placed opposite the east and west fronts 
would take these faces respectively in reverse. 

VI. — The disarrangement of the enemy’s dis¬ 

positions to the east would practically 
limit his attack to the west and south 
fronts, as the ground to the north is open 
and devoid of eover. 

Accordingly on the 15th August Brigadier-General 
Brooke was ordered to attack the village of Deh 
Khwaja on the following morning, the village being 
previously shelled from the walls, and the advance of 
the troops covered by the fire of one 40-pr., two 9-prs., 
and two 8-inch mortars. 

The artillery was ordered to open fire at 4.45 a,m., 
and the infantrj' to leave the Kabul Gate at 5 a.m. 

Brigadier-General Brooke made his own dispositions 
for carrying out the projected attack, which were as 
follows : 

“ I. — The force vidll be divided into three columns 
as follows: 


. . f 7th Fusiliers (2 companies) 

I 19th Native Infantry (2 companies) 
o t /7th Fumliers (2 companies) 

I 28th Native Infantry (3 companies) 

{ 7th Fusiliers (1 company) 

19th Native Infantry ^2 companies) 
28th Native Infantry (I company) 


} Under Lieutenant-Colonel 
A. G. Daubeny. 

'I Under Lieutenant-Colonel 
i T. 11. Nimnio. 

\ Under Colonel C. T. 
j Heathcote. 


“ II.—To each column will be attached an Engineer 
officer with a proportion of sappers with 
tools and powder-bags 


540 



DUTIES OF THE COLUMNS 


“ III.—A medical officer and sick carriage will accom¬ 
pany each column. The reserve aminuiii- 
tion will remain within tiie Kabul Gate. 
Arrangements for cairying an ample supply 
of water are to be made by all commanding 
officers. 

“I V.—The following will be the duties assigned to 
each column: 

“ The first column will, on leaving the Kabul 
Gate, take the road to the right, and after 
proceeding 150 yards along it, advance 
towards the south of the village, the 
advance being covered by skirmi.shers, and 
the details carried out as may seem best 
to Colonel Daubeny, with reference to 
the features of the ground and the resist¬ 
ance offered. The object of this column 
is to seize a good position at the south of 
the village from which to advance to the 
north of the village, driving out all the 
enemy Avho may be met there. 

“ The second column will conform to, and 
follow the movements of the first; but 
on reaching the village Avill seize a position 
on the right of that taken up by the first 
column, lloth columns will make their 
advance in as open order as possible. 

“ The third column will remain within the 
Kabul Gate awaiting orders. I’he duty 
assigned to them will probably be to enter 
the village at the main entrance, and seize 
the encdosure on the left of the entrance 
where the gun embrasure is, and clear that 
part of the village. 

“ The other instructions will be issued to the cora- 
mmiders of the fh-st and second columns by the 
Brigadier-General on their reaching the south of the 
village. 
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SUCCESS OF THE COLUMNS 

“ The cavalry brigade under Brigadier-General 
Nuttall is under orders to co-operate, and will be on 
the east and south of the village.” 

As previously arranged, the cavalry quitted the 
Eedgah Gate at 4.30 a.ni., and trotted round into 
the position assigned, a few shots being fired at them, 
but at very long ranges, and doing no damage. Ihe 
guns opened fire at 4.4.5 a.!!!., and at 5 a.m. the fiist 
tv'o columns of infantry debouched fi‘om the Kabul 
Gate, making for the south of the village, which they 
entered under a heavy fire of musketry at .5.30 a.m. 

At this moment numbers of gluizis were seen 
making their way to Deh Khwaja, across the open 
ground to the south of the village. They were at 
once charged by a troop of the 3id Light Cavalry 
under lieutenant Geoghegan, and driven back with 
heavy loss into broken ground, where further pursuit 
by the cavalry was hopeless, but wdiere they were 
exposed to the fire of a 40-pr. in the south-eivst 
bastion under Lieutenant VV. S. Plant. 

The cavalry now formed up to the south of Deh 
Khwaja waiting for another opportunity to charge. 
Meanwhile the infantry were steadily making their 
way through the village, beating down all opposition. 
Once more the gJiaziR in large numbers tried to cross 
from Bala Karez to the support of Deh Khwaja; but 
Ma;ior B. J. l.e P. Trench, 19th Bombay Infantr)% met 
them with three well-directed volleys, which turned 
them; Brigadier-General Nuttall thereupon seized the 
opportunity, and charged again with the 3rd Liight 
Cavalry and I’oona Horse, dispersing and cutting up 
many of them, and they again took shelter in the nalus 
and broken ground. 

Meantime the enemy’s fire in the village had entirely 
ceased, and the programme arranged by General Brooke 
had been carried out as regarded all three columns. 
Nevertheless, General Brooke having already .sent back 
word to the Ideutenant-General that his position was 
imtenable, he had in consequence unfortunately been 
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^^ordered to retire. On re-forming, therefore, after 
second charge Brigadier-General Niittall received a 
note from Brigadier-General Brooke asking him to 
cover the retirement of such of the infantry as were 
still south of the village, into the Kabul Ciate. 

In consequence of this request the cavalry was 
withdrawn towards the Kabul Gate, covering the 
retirement of the supporting infantry, which with 
Trench’s companies fell back to the city. 

This retirement, however, left the infantry colunm.s 
in the village entirely unsupported, and allowed the 
enemy’s reinforcements to move up from the south, 
with the object of entirely cutting off the Briti.sh 
force. In the face of determined resistance, the 
first two columns under Lieutenant-Colonels Daubeny 
and Nimmo forced their way through Deh Khwaja, 
debouching at about 7 a.ni. from the northern end, 
whilst the third column under Colonel Heathcote held 
its ground near the centre of the village until ordered 
to withdraw. These three columns then began to fall 
back, the two former from the north of Deh Khwaja to 
the Eedgab Gate, and Colonel Heathcote’s column 
from the western entrance of the village to the Kabul 
Gate. They rallied to a certain extent behind walls in 
the fields; but they suffered terribly in extricating 
themselves. As soon as their retirement began, the 
enemy again occupied the village and reopened fire, 
and to the whole brunt of this the columns were 
exposed, wliile the cramped nature of the ground 
prevented them from nroving in anything but close 
formation. 

During the retreat Brigadier-General Brooke, whilst 
supporting Captain Cruickshank, ii.e., whom he had 
brought out oi the village severely wounded, was shot 
dowm whilst crossing a piece of open ground to gain 
the shelter of a wall. 

At length by 7.30 a.m. the disastrous retirement 
was completed. The firing had entirely ceased, and 
the enemy were seen streaming aw'ay from Deh Khwaja, 
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NUMBER OF CASUALTIES 

caiTying some of their dead with tiiem. Their loss was 
said to have been very heavy, several cixiefs of note 
having been killed, and one of the two guns in the 
village destroyed. 

Whilst the fighting was going on in Deh Khwaja 
the enemy opened artilleiy fire on the city from Picquet 
Hill, and from a gun in position about 1,200 yards 
h-om the west face of the city wall. They also 
attempted to form up their infantiy in the old canton¬ 
ments under cover of this fire; but such was the 
steadiness and accuracy with which our guns were 
served that they were unable to do so, and within 
an hour their artillery fire was silenced, and one gun 
on Picquet Hill dismounted. 

The total number of British troops engaged was 
1,556, and the casualties, as follows, were 223 in 
number : 

Officers. British troops. Native troops and followers. 

Killed . . 8 24 74, including 1 native officer, 

ouiided . 6 80 Bl, including 5 native officers. 

Of these 31 were cavalry casualties, which arm had 
also 72 horses killed and wounded. 


Name* of Officers killed, 

Brigadier-General H. F. Brooke. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. II. Neivport, 28th Bombay Infantry. 
Major K. J. Iji Trenchj \ « , i r ♦ 

Lieutoimnt F. C. Stayner, / »»’«bay Infantry. 

2nd Lieutenant F, P, Wood, I o. 

„ E. 8. 

Captain G. M. Cruickahank, Royal Engineers. 

The Rev. G. M. Gordon, Chaplain, Church Missionary Society. 


Officers wounded. 

Colonel T. R. Nimmo, 28th Boinbav Infantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. M. Shewoll, l)eputy (/OinmLssary-General (after¬ 
wards died). 

Colonel d. H. P. Malcolmsou, 3rd Sind Horse. 

Major r. B. Vaiideleur, 2-7th Fusiliers (afterwards died). 

C aptain W. Conolly, 2-7th Fusiliers. 

Surgeon A. K. Stewart, Poona Horse. 


“No words of nime,” wrote General Primrose, “cun 
express my appreciation of the cool and gallant behaviour 
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of all ranks. Brigadier Brooke was killed whilst attempt¬ 
ing to save the life of Captain Cruiekshank, r.k., and 
by his death the service and the country have suffered 
a heavy loss. I^ieutenant-Colonel W. H. Newport, 
28th Native Infantry ; Major R, J. f.e P. '^french, 19th 
Native Infantry; Captain G. M. Cruiekshank, r.e. ; 
liieutenant F. C. Stayner, 19th Native Infantrj'; and 
2nd Lieutenant F. P. Wood, 7th Fusiliers,rr-all died 
whilst leading tlieir men in the most forward manner ; 
{ind 2nd Lieutenant E. S. Marsh, 7th Fusiliers, was 
killed in helping to bring in Lieutenant Wood, who 
was then severely wounded. 'Fhe Rev. G. M. Gordon, 
Church Mis.sionary Society, was also mortally wounded 
whilst attending the men under a heavy fire ; and I 
take this opportunity of paying my small tribute of 
admiration to a man who, by his kindness and gentleness, 
had endeared himself to the whole force, and in the end 
died administering to their wants.” 

General Primrose also brought to notice the gallant 
conduct of J aeutenant W. St. L. Chase, 28th Bombay 
Infantry, who, under a “ heavy fire carried a wounded 
man from the front into a place of safety,” also of 
Private Ashford, 7th Fusiliers, who accompanied and 
remained with Lieutenant Chase. These afterwards 
received the Victoria Cross. 

In the course of the next few days some correspon¬ 
dence took place betAveen Ayub Khan and Colonel St. 
John with regard to Lieutenant Hector Maclaine, who 
was a prisoner in the camp of the former, and who was, 
Ayub stated, treated with every consideration. An 
effort was made to effect an exchange of Ijieutenant 
Maclaine for the son of the Sartip, but to this proposal 
Ayid) Khan refused to consent. 

Meanwhile the investment of Kandahar continued 
and the enemy kept up a daily artillery fire from Picquet 
Hill, the deserted British head-quarters, and 13eh 
Khati to the south of the city. But the garrison, 
already encouraged by their success in the sortie of the 
15th, were further cheered by the news that a relieving 
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Tim ENEMY DISPERSING 

Ibvce Avfts being collected at Quetta and that a strong 
division under Sir Frederick Roberts was inarching 
towards Kandahar from Kabul At first this news 
seemed only to cause the enemy to redouble their 
efforts to entrench their position, but at length on the 
24th August a great commotion was observed in the 
Afghan camp. Guns were seen moving towards Baba 
Wali, and hundreds of horsemen crossed the knolls near 
Gundigun. At 10 o’clock in the day it became evident 
that the enemy had broken up their camp, and were 
making for the Khakrez route. A Ghilzai who had 
been sent out by Colonel St. John to Ivushk-i-Nakhud 
and had been made prisoner, came in this day, and 
stated that the ghazis had dispersed, that the guns from 
the General’s garden had been withdrawn, and that the 
army was going to Baba Wali ; also that there had 
been an altercation on the previous day between Ayub 
and the ghazis about assaulting the city. The cause of 
this disturbance was the news that a British force had 
arrived at Kalat-i-(ihilzai, and that Abdur Rahman had 
been declared Amir at Kabul. 

In consequence of this information, on the following 
day the Assistant Quartermaster-General, with a party 
of the l*oona Horse, rode out to reconnoitre, and found 
Baba Wali strongly held, but the country round (piite 
deserted. I’assing through Deh Khwaja the bodies of 
Colonel Newport, Captain Cruickshank and others were 
found, and on the return of the party to Kandahar 
arrangements were made for their burial. On the same 
day Major V’’andeleur of the 7th Fusiliers died of his 
wounds, received during the sortie of the 1.5th August. 

At length, about 12 noon_ on the 27th August, a 
heliograph was seen thishing in the east : communication 
was difficult at first owing to the dense haze, but when 
established it was ascertained that General (iough w’as 
at Robat, with two regiments of Bengal Cavalry. The 
Assi.stant Quartermaster-General rode out with Colonel 
St. .John and arrived there at 5.30 p.m., and thus 
established communication with the advance guard of 
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END OF THE SIEGE 


Sir Frederick Roberts’s force. The Assistant Qiiartei*- 
master-General remained at Robat until the next day, 
and saw the Bengal Division marcli in. 

With the arrival of the Bengal force in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Kandahar the trying four weeks of siege 
were brought to an end. ^Fhe garrison had meanwhile 
suffered both from wounds in action and from disease, 
and from the 28th July to the 1st September there were 


admitted into hospital — 

Sick. 

Wounded. 

Kuropean 1 VoopK .... 

187 

80 

Native n * - • 

840 

88 



109 

'Potal 


096 


It has already been mentioned that at the beginning 
of the siege the general health of the men improved 
under the influence of the excitement w'hich the presence 
of the enemy caused. Later on, however, it ‘began to 
decline, owdng to the usual causes which affect the health 
of besieged garrisons—the want of fresh vegetables, 
accumulation of large numbers of men and animals in a 
limited space, etc. 

The flghting men had half an ounce of lime-juice 
daily until the 25th August, when the supply became 
exhausted, (ireat attention was paid to sanitation by 
the medical officer, Surgeon-Major J. Arnott, appointed 
to that special duty, and by Colonel G. E. Beville, the 
Provost-Marshal; * but owing to the villages in the 
immediate vicinity being occupied by the enemy, whose 
fire reached up to the walls, it w-as difficult to convey 
dead animals and general debris to any distance froni 
the city, and there was consequently much difficulty in 
keeping the city and environs clean. 

Before relating the incidents of Sir Frederick Roberts’s 
relieving march, we must pause to notice in a few w'ords 
the course of events on the southern^jne of comniunica- 
tions after the receipt of news of the Maiwand disaster. 

This intelligence reached Major R. Westmacott. 
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Road Commandant, on the 28th July, and at 11 a.m. 
on that day communication with Kandahar ceased. 
Working parties were immediately put on to strengthen 
the defences of Chaman, all the smaller posts were 
w’itl’idrawn to that place, and every preparation made to 
resist attack. The whole country was m a turmoil of 
hostility, and reports were rife of a projected night 
attack on Charnan, but although the post was fired on 
and an effort w'as made by the tribesmen to waylay a 
convoy in the Khojak l*ass on tiie 3rd August, yet it 
was safely conducted to Chaman by Major Westmacott, 
aJid no further attack was made. 

'I'he telegraph wire liad meanwhile been cut, and it 
was not until the 13tb August that Major Westmacott 
was able again to relay it to Kala Abdulla. It was 
again cut on the 15th but i-epaired the same day, and 
Major Westmacott having warned the \dllagers on both 
sides of the Khojak that they would be held responsible 
for its preservation, it was not again interfered Avith. 

No further noticeable incident occuiTcd until the end 
of the month, and on the evening of the 31st the advance 
cavalry brigade of General Phayre’s relie\dng force, 
under Brigadier-General H. C. Wilkin.son, reached 
Cilabii, and moved forward next day towards Kandahar. 



CHAPTER XVII 


THE MARCH OF THE KABUr^KANDAHAR 1-Y)RCE, UNDER SIR 
FREDERICK ROBERTS, AND I'lIE BAITLE OF KANDAHAR 

As already related in a previous chapter, the news of 
the disastrous defeat of General Burrows’s brigade at 
MaiAviiixd, and of the consequent withdrawal of the 
Kandaliar force within the walls of that city, reached 
Kabul by telegraph on the 28th July. 

It was at once perceived by Generals Sir Donald 
Stewart and Sir Frederick Roberts that the relief of 
General Primrose by way of Sind could only be carried 
out with delay and difficulty at that season of the 
year; and they therefore considered the possibility of 
rendering assistance by the movement of troops from 
Kabul. Accordingly, when called upon by the Viceroy 
for his opinion, Sir Donald Stewart did not hesitate to 
counsel the immediate despatch of a force from Kabul, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir F. 
Roberts, to accomplish the object in view, and insisted 
on the necessity of selecting the pick of the troops 
under his command with the most efficient transport, 
thus making every effort to ensure the success of the 
undertaking. 

The news of the decision of the Government of India 
to follow this advice was received on the 3rd August. 
It was decided that the force should leave Kabul on 
the 8th August, that being the earliest possible date, 
and it was estimated that Kandahar would be reached 
on the 2nd September. 
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Meanwhile, (.hiring the last week of July, the 
negotiations which had been for some time proceeding 
with Sardar Abdur Rahman, w'ith a view to placing 
him on the throne of Kabul, had advanced satisfactorily 
towards a conclusion. It was now decided that hi.s 
assistiince should be openly asked in obtaining supplies 
for tile force which was about to marcii against ikyub. 
Since, however, at such a crisis it would luive been 
unsafe to place too much reliance on Afghan assurances 
of aid, e\'ery effort was made to ensure, by careful 
preparation, complete independence in the execution of 
the movements contemplated. 

I’he following paragraphs, dealing with the nature of 
the proposed undertaking and with the measures taken 
to ensui’e its success, are taken from a paper read by 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. F. Chapman, the Chief of Sir F. 
Roberts s Staff, at the Royal IJnited Service Institution 
on the 9th March, 1881: 

“ A march conducted without a base of operations 
or communications of any kind through a hostile 
country, and towards a point presumably in tlie pos¬ 
session of an enemy who luul been recently successful, 
could only be warranted by such necessity as had 
arisen ; in this instance, how'evtr, the wisdom which 
prompted the measure, and the courage whicli executed 
it, sprang of experience and of the confidence which 
claims success as ceitainty. 

The result justified the conception, and the march 
Ironi Kabul to Kandahar has been recognised as a great 
achievement. It will be remembered that at the time 
it was undertaken, and until a crushing defeat had been 
infheted upon Ayub Khan at Kandaliar itself, the 
movement was condemned in no measured terms by 
military critics, its originators being judged to have 
acted in complete disregard of the principles of military 
science. M''ith troojis, however, trained and equipped 
as w'ere those selected for the undertaking, a commander 
may, humanly speaking, anticipate success in any 
enterprise. 


mtsr„ 
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CAREFUL PREPARATION 

“ It is important to draw attention to the quality of 
the troops constituting the C07'ps d'armee from which 
Sir h’rederick Roberts’s force was drawn, to lay stress 
on their superior physique, and to recall the fact that 
officers and men liad gone through together the 
training of a lengthened period of active service. 

It is not too much to say that, in fighting power 
and intelligence, the troops in question could not be 
surpassed, whilst their equipment was in the very 
higliest order. 

“ The measures of thoughtful preparation carried 
on during the few days that remained to Sir Frederick 
Roberts before the movement commenced may be 
classed under two heads: 

(1) The selection of the troops, followers, and 

baggage animals. 

(2) I’lie survey and completion of equipment. 

“No record of the work thus undertaken would be 
complete which did not set forward very prominently 
the self-abnegation and high military capacity evinced 
by Lieutenant-General Sir Donald Stewart, who wsis 
in supreme command at Kabul, and who, without 
reference to the difficult task of withdrawal by the 
Khyber, which was to be his share of the programme, 
placed unreservedly at Sir F. Roberts’s disposal the 
entire resources of the North Afglianistan Field Force, 
in transport and equipment: nor w'ould it be possible 
to pass by w ithout respectful recognition the singleness 
of purpose and tnie genius with which the two com¬ 
manders devoted themselves to perfect the machinery 
which it w'iis intended to employ in the execution of a 
difficult enterprise. The spirit they evinced became the 
leading principle that guided all ranks in the task of 
preparation. 

“ It is hard to appreciate fully the difficulties which 
beset a commander in the selection of troops for special 
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service: it is at the same time important, in reviewing 
the iiuty which devolved on Sir Frederick Roberts 
when called on to name particular regiments for the 
service in hand, to recognise that the exceptional 
hardships and difHculties involved in the undertaking 
were exactly understood by the rank and Hie of the 
army. 

“ The sentiment with which the announcement that 
a force would march to Kandahar was received was 
that of a strong sense of duty, rather than the 
enthusiasm of troops who had their reputation to make. 
Very many of the corps serving at Kabul, more especi¬ 
ally native corps, had been for two years absent from 
their homes ; they had seen a good deal of fighting, and 
had suftered heavy losses in action and through sickness. 
The native troops in Northern Afghanistan had wel¬ 
comed the possibility of an early withdrawal to India, 
and very justly felt themselves entitled to rest. It was 
not with eager desire that the honour of marching to 
Kandahar was sought for, and some commanding 
officers of experience judged rightly the temper of 
their men when they represerited, for the General’s 
consideration, the claim of the regiments they com¬ 
manded to be relieved as soon as possible from fiehl 
service. I lay stre.ss on this fact, and claim for those 
officers who subordinated their ow'n wishes in the 
interest of the soldiers they commanded, as also for 
the Cieneral who acted on their representations, an 
insight into the character of our native troops the 
result of long experience. 

“ It is not easy to estimate the confidence created 
by such knowledge as was thus brought to bear on 
the question of selection, nor rightly to describe the 
sense of duty and of absolute trust in their commanders 
which marked the behaviour of the troops at this 
time. 

“ The enthusiasm which carried Sir Frcderi<!k 
Roberts’s force with exceptional rapidity to Kandahar 
w;u> an atter-growth evolved by the enterprise itself. 
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and came as a response to the unfailing spirit which 
animated the leader himself.” 

On the 8rd August the detail of the force placed 
under the command of Sir Frederick Roberts for the 
relief of Kandahar, and styled the Kabul-Kandahar 
Force, was publislied as follows; 





• Nati\b. 



OlBoere. 

niiDsioned 
officers 
and men 

Officers} 
Nou»con)- 
1 iniwiloucd 
uifiobra 
and tt\on. 


Staff , . .... 

79 

... 

... 


f Cavalry. 




1 . 

9th Queen’s Royal I>ancers, Lieutenant- 





Colonel H. A. Bushman 

19 

318 

... 


3r(l Reii^?al Cavalry, Lieutenant-*!Joloiiel 




JZ Q 

A. R. D. Mackenzie .... 

7 

. . . 

304 






*C 

3rd Punjab Cavalry, Major A. Vivian 

9 

... 

408 

PC 

Central India Horse, Lieutenant-Colonel 
^ C. Martin, c.b. . . . 

11 

... 

406 



4C> 

318 

1,297 

a 

' Artillery. 





6-3, R.A., Mountain Ratteiy, Major 





J. C. Robinson ..... 

3 

Oo 

139 

^ p *5 
• i ^ 
s;^ 

11-9, 11. A., Mountain Battery, Major 



g il 

J. M. Douglas . . . 

6 

95 

139 






o ^ 

No. 2 iVlountHin Battery (Derajat), Major 





it. Swinley . 

5 

... 

140 



17 

100 

418 
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! Infantry Brigtidier-General 

H, Macphersorij o.b., v.c. 

92u(l Ui^hlaiiders^ Lieutenant-<'< 

G. H. Parker .... 

23rd (Punjab) Pioneers, Lieute 
(•olonel H. Collett 
24th Punjab Infantry, Colonel 1 
Norman ..... 

2iid (Prince of Wales’s Own) Gur 
Lieutenaut-C'Olonel A. Battye 


2n(l Infantry Brigade —Brigadier-General 
r. 1). Baker, c.b. 

72nd Highlanders, Lieuteiiant-Colonol 
F. Brow/iloiv . . . 

2nd Sikh Infantry, Lieuteiiant-Colonel 

tl. J. Boswell. 

3rd Sikh Infantry, Lieutenant-C-olonel 
O. Noel-Monoy . . . . . 

5th Gurkhas, Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
Fitzhugh ... . . 


3rd Infantry Brigade — Brigadier General 
C. M. MacGregor, o.b., o.s.i., o.i.b. 

2-()0th lliiies, Lieutenant-Colonel J. .1. 

Collins , ... , . 

15th Sikhs, Lieutenant-Colonel G. B. 
Heiuiessey ...... 

4tli Gurkhas, Lieutouant-Colonel F. F. 

Rowcroft . ... . ; 

25th Punjab Infantry, Colonel J. W. 
Hoggau . . * . 


Total 


Hritibh. 

Kativh. 

Ofilcei'B. 

Non-com- 
tniasioned 
oil\o«rs 
und zuen. 

blHotn*, 

Kon-ooni* 
llllfAiODtHi 
office rs 
and 111 oil. 

1 

, 19 

651 


B 

... 

701 

7 

... 

575 

1 

7 

... 

601 

41 

651 

1,777 

.a 

787 


7 

... 

012 

7 

... 

570 

8 

... 

561 

45 

787 

1,743 

21 

616 


10 

... 

650 

7 

... 

6;37 

8 

... 

025) 

40 

616 

1,910 

274 

2,562 

7,61 J 


N. B. — These numbers were ultimately slightly increased by the di.schargo 
of sick men from hospital, givinga total of all hghtiiig ranks, European and 
NaUye, 9,987 men. ^ 

Sir D. Stewart’s force, marching in the opposite direction in the spring, 
numbered 5,414 of all fighting ranks. 





























THE STAFF 


The following appointments were made to the 
Staff: 

Lieutenant-Colonel E. F. Chapman, h.a., Chief of the Staff. 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. A. Lockhart, d.a.o. 

Colonel A. (’. Johnson, b.a., o.h.a. 

Lieutenant-Colonel JE. Perkins, r.k., o.r.k. 

Major K. Kennedy, A.g.^a.o. 

Major G. de C. MorUm, a.a.o. 

Captain the Hon. C. Dutton, a.q.m.o. 

Major Boyes, d.a.a.o. 

Major Hastings, Principal Politictil Officer. 

Deputy Surgeon General Hanhury, Principal Medical Officer. 

Major R. Comhe, lOth Hussars. 

Cai)tain A. D. Maegregor, 92nd Highlanders. 

Captain Gaselee, u.s.c. 

Lieutenant Spratt, b.e. 

Major Pretyman, r.a., a.o.c. and Commandant at head-quarters. 

Major Cowie, r.a., Commissary of Ordnance. 

The Commissariat and Transport Staffs (respectively 
under Major A. 11. Badcoek and T^ieutenant-Colonel 
B. C. Low) included the following officers : 


|d.a.w.«.o.-8. 


Captain A. V: Kind, b.h.c. 

Lieutenant C. M. Fitzgerald, n.s.o. 

„ H. M. Huwkes, ii.h.o. 

„ Lyons Montgomery, u. s.o. 


Tram'port. 

Captiiin W. A. Wynter, 22nd Foot. 

,, G. H. Elliot, li.B.c. 

,, G. K. Maegrogor, b.s.c. 

Lieutenant L. E. Booth, 33rd Foot. 

,, H. J. Elvcrson, 2 ihI Foot. 
,, II. B. h'’isher, 1 Olh H ussara. 
„ H. 11. Wilson,10th H nfv<ar3. 

„ G. C. Robertson, 8th Foot. 


The transport included 1,589 yabus (Afghan ponies), 
4,511 mules, 1,149 ponies, 912 donkeys, and 0 camels 
with hospital equipment. 

The hospital was accompanied by 2,192 bearers, 
115 doolies and 821 dandies, besides 286 ponies, 
48 donkeys, 3 bullocks, and the 6 camels from the 
transport enumerated above. Comm.inding officers 
were warned to communicate with the Clrief Director 
of Transport and to exchange such of their regimental 
baggage animals as were unfit for continued work. 

The scale of baggage and camp equipage allowed, 
after some modifications, was finally fixed as follows: 


To every European officer (this allowance to include 

camp equipment).1 mule 

To 8 officers for mess.I ,, 

Xo e^'li st^ff officer on account of aulhorijsed office 80 lb, 
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fficers 


BiirrisH DROOPS. 

Adjiit'int's Office 
Quartemia.citer’9 Office 
Paymaster’s Office 
To each company for books 
For carriage of lifie gear of mounted < 

Carriage of armourer’s tools 
For Quartermaster’s stores . 

Entrenching tools, infantry 
Kit allowance pf?r man 
For each public and private follower 
(C’amp equipage was not taken for followers, public 
or private.) 

Cooking j)ots according to Kabul scale, per troop or 

company .. 

Per troop or company for carriage of arms of sick 


80 1b. 

80 „ 

80 „ 

20 „ 

2 mules. 

1 mule. 
400 lb. 

12 mules. 
24 lb. 

10 „ 


240 lb. 

1 mule. 


Camlry. 

Camp equipage for veterinary stores . 
Entrenching tools (cavalry) .... 
Armourer’s, farrier’s and saddler’s shops (cavalry) 
Mule pakals 2 )er troop, company or battery 

Camp Equipage. 

To each sepoy pal of two tents .... 
„ ,, lascar 

„ ,, Mountain Rattery tent .... 


2 mules. 
1 mule. 

3 mules. 


45 men. 
25 „ 
10 „ 


NATIVE TROOPS. 

Cavalry. 

’llie native cavalry marched with their regimental ponies onh, for the 
conveyance of camp equipjige, equipment, and cooking-pots. R'lcli regiment 
received animals from the Transport Department for hospital and supplies 
as follows: 

For armourers, farriers, and saddlers . . . .3 mules. 

For officers.80 lb. 

For lui/aar, two banias or attendants were allowed ; tliese were 

permitted to take one mule or pony for requisite supplies. 

For tlie carriage of arms of sick one mule was allowed per s«juadron. 


Infantry. 

Fo»* each native officer, inclusive of camp etjuipage 
(Medical subordinates tf» rank as native officers.) 
For each native soldier, inclusive of camp equipage 
For each public and private follower . 

Armourer s tools. 

Cooking pots. 

For eacli native officer. 

For each curajiany ...... 

Officers ... .... 

For carriage of arms of sick per company , 

Ra/^r as for cavalry. 


30 lb. 


20 „ 

10 „ 

1 mule. 


10 lb. 
160 lb. 
80 „ 

1 mule 











SUPFIJES 


The epemnl fiUmeer t'^nipment of Pioneers, 
Quartermaster's stores ... ... 2^0 Ih. 


For Mountain Batteries. 

Qimrtermaster’s stores . . . . . 130 

Mule pakhals per troop or company, 2 per battery . 1. 



None but authoilsed officers’ chargers were taken, but 
to admit of officers being mounted when on l)aggage 
guard, officers commanding British infantry regiments 
were allowed to arrange for three ponies, the property 
of officers accompanying the regiment. 

Officers’ attendants were restricted to one personal 
servant, one gi-oom for each horse, and one servant for 
every three officers in mess. 

The supplies taken Mere as follows ; 


For British Troops (in retjimmtal charge). 

Tea, sugar, rnrn, salt.30 days. 

Presented meat. . . 2 ,, 

Hread-stuff. . . 5 ,, 

Atta for followers . ... ... 5 ,, 

For Natim Troops and FoUm^ers (in regimental charge). 

Klim (for men who <lriuk .spirits) . ... 8 days. 

Atta .„ 

Dhal and salt. . . 30 „ 

Sheep—Kstiinated requirements for 10 days. 

Commissariat reserve. 

Aniiy food.500 lb. 

Lime-juice. 200 gallons. 

I’reserved vegetiibJos (all that were available.) 


Bakeries and butcheries, with other necessary com¬ 
missariat establishment, as detailed by the Deputy 
Commissary-General, accompanied the column. 

The question of the amount and the nature of the 
artillery force M'hich it would be advisable to attach to 
the division, M’as one which had been the subject of 
much anxious consideration. In liis telegram of the 
;3rd .iVugust conveying his approval of the arrangements 
for the mai’ch from Kabul, the Commandcr-in-Chief 
expressed the opinion that, Ayub having thirty-six guns 
including a battery of breech-loaders, “ mountain 
artillery is not sufficient to cope with Ayub’s artillery, 
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which is admirnbly served.” Other considerations, how¬ 
ever, induced him afterwards to modify this opinion, as 
described in the following paragraphs of Sir Frederick 
Roberts’s despatch; 

“In the detail of the forces it will be noted that the 
strength in artilleiy was not in proportion to the 
strength of the other branches. But there were strong 
reasons which made it desirable that tlic artillery with 
the column should consist only of mountain batteries. 
The whole question was one of grave importance, and 
it was not without due consideration decided tliat tlie 
force should proceed to Kandahar unaccompanied by 
wheeled ai-tilleiy. 

“ The object was to reach Kandahar in the shortest 
possible time; and it was not improbable that the main 
road would have to be left, should tlie Afghan army at 
Kandahar endeavour to make its way towards Ghazni and 
Kabul by the valleys of the Arghandab or the Argliastan. 

“ 'Fhe nature of the gi'oimd throughout Atglianistan 
is such that artillery can never be safely employed with 
cavalry alone, unsupported by infantry. Nor is rapidity 
of movement so much required of artillery in countries 
like Afghanistan, as the power of being able to operate 
over the most difficult ground witfiout causing delay to 
the rest of the troops.” 

These reasons, united with the fact that a heavy 
battery as well as horse artiller}’’ would join the force at 
Kandahar, finally led to the decision that no wheeled 
carriage sliould a^;compmly the Kafjul-Kandahar Column, 

At length, (Jii Saturday, the 7th August, the 
arrangements for the march of the force were conrplete 
and its approximate strength then stood as follows: 


British troops (including officers) 

2,8f56 1 

. 9,987 

Native .... 

7,151 i 

Staff officei^" horses 


190 

Cavalry liorses . . , , 


. 1,779 

Artillery mules . , ^ * 


450 

Folio Wei'S . . . . - 


. 7,000 

Transpoit animals 


. 6,000 






5.58 COMMENCEMENT OF THE MARCH 

MeanM'hile .such of the troops as had been selected 
to form part of the Kandahar Cohiinn from the 3rd 
Division, Northern Afghanistan I'ield Force, or the 
cohmins at a distance from Kabni, had moved to within 
easy X'each of that city on the 5th August. The next 
day the Cavalry IJrigade under General Hugh Gough 
went into camp on the Riinaru plain, while the 
1st Infantry Brigade, under General Macpherson, 
camped on the giassy plain betweexi Sialt Sang and 
Sherpur; the 2nd Infantry Brigade moved into Sherpur 
cantonments and the Srd Infantry Brigade encamped 
close to the Bala Hissar, 

On Sunday, the 8th August, the inarch began, the 
Cavalry Brigade moving to Cbaharasia, the 1st and 8vd 
Infantry Brigades to Beni Hissar, and the 2nd Brigade to 
Indaki. Tlie force was, however, not yet complete; 
11-t), Royal Artillery (3i'd Brigade), and the Central India 
Horse (a wing from each of the two regiments) were 
moving by forced marches up the Khyber line. The 
battery joined its brigade on the evening of the 8th, and 
a wing of the Central India Horse on tlie same day, 
but the other wing was delayed at Butkhak by a flood, 
which rendered the river impassable, and only caught up 
the Cavalry Brigade at Saiadatiad on the evening of the 
9th August. 

Motnentous as were the issues involved in the under¬ 
taking, yet the march itself from Kabul to Kandahar 
was not marked by sufficient incident to necessitate 
a detail of its daily progress. T'he following extract 
from the Divisional Order Book (which was quoted by 
Colonel Chapman in the lecture above mentioned) may 
be inserted as indicating the plan adopted during the 
earlier stages of the march: 

“' AV;, 10. Camp, Ztirg^ms^mhar, 10th, 

1880,—When two or more brigades march together, the 
following will be the oi'der of march : 

1. Troops constituting the fighting line, w'ith the first 
i'e.serve of ammunition, rations, and cooking-pots 
for European regiments, doolies, and dandies. 


'rtiE rate of Marc 11 mo 

2. Field Hospitals. 

Ordnance Park. 

Treasure. 

Engineer PiU’k. 

Ijcd horses. 

The baggage of brigades massed, an<l moving in 
tlie order of movement of corps. 

3. The rear guard as may be detailed. 

The baggage will be controlled in brigades by 
brigade transport officers. 

Ail followers, with the exception of officers’ s'yces 
and cooks accompanying Rritish regiments, 
will remain with the baggage, and will be 
under the control of the Provost-Marshal and 
his establishment.’ ” 

With reference to the rate of marching, Colonel 
Chapman says: 

“ Although halt.s were ordered at regular intervals, it 
was found impossilde to assimilate the pace and preserve 
a regular rate of marching. When the Highlanders led 
the column the Gurklias were worn out by their efforts 
to keep up, and when the Gurkhas iverc in front the 
pace became generally so slow as to fatigue the 
Europeans and the Sikhs ; yet it was very important for 
brigade commanders to strive at a uniform rate of 
marching, and to adhere to tlie halts of 10 minutes 
ordered at the end^bf eaeli hour of march, as well as the 
breakfast halt of 20 minutes fixed for 8 o’clock. 

“ It will be readily understood that the collection 
and distrihiitiun of food, fiiel, artd forage, together 
with the establishment of markets within the limits of 
each brigade where the inhabitants might find a sale 
for articles of supply, necessitated an elaborate system ; 
the work of marching, camping, and supply rested, 
however, with no inexperienced soldiers ; it was not 
very often during the entire length of the march to 
Kandahar that the liritish troops had to .substitute 
chupattics for the regular bread ration, and no instance 




DEARTH OF WOOD A^D WATER 

was brought to .notice in wliicii either a soldier or a 
follower failed to receive his ration. The principle*- 
applied in marching, in the formation of camps, as well 
{IS in the distribution of supplies and fonige, was tiiat 
esich individual in the moving body should, as far as 
possible, depend upon his own exertions. In the forma¬ 
tion of camps, the positions of brigade iind regimental 
head-quarters were, as hir as was practicable, the same 
on each day, and were readily recognised ; everything 
was left to regimental agency, and actioir in brigade 
wa.s rarely necessary. A sufficiency of Wood for the 
bakeries attached to Uritish regiments was obtained 
with the greatest difficulty; tlie country is almost 
devoid of trees, and except near villages and when it 
was possible to take tbe roofs oft' the houses, strong 
fatigue parties had to be told oft' to dig up the roots of 
the southern wood and shrubs wliicli fortunately 
abounded. A fair price was inv{iriably paid for the 
■wood, and it was found that the inhabitants were for 
the most part wnlling to sell their houses; the native 
troops "were, however, most fi'equently reduced to 
collecting the roots of the southern wood, and on it 
tine followers depended for fuel. 

“ After leaving the I./ogar Valhjy, water was, as a 
rule, only found {it more or less extended intervals. This 
caused much difficulty in selecting the site of each 
day’s erieainpment, -with due regard to the length of 
the march and the presence of a sufficient supply of 
water. 

“ Long .stretches of desert had often to be traversed 
without a drop of wtiter, causing great inconvenience 
and suffering to man and beast marching under a 
burning sun. Fortunately, when a stream was found, 
the water, as far as Kalat-i-Gliilzai, was generally good 
and fairly plentiful. The climate showed great varia¬ 
tions of temperature between day and night, at times 
as much as 80^^. I'he sun wa.s throughout the day \ ery 
powerful, and the nights comparatively cold untir Kan¬ 
dahar itself was nearly reached. This caused great 




inconv'enience to the ti’oops, who had to march in the 
same clothes when the thermometer was nearly at 
freezing point as when it reached 110*. They also 
suffered greatly from constant sand-stonns, and Irom 
the suffocating dust raised by the column on tire 
marcrh. It must also be noticed that the moon was 
in its first quarter when we left Kabul: the comfort 
derived from its light after a weary day’s march, and in 
the preparation for an early start, cannot be over¬ 
estimated.” 

'I’o turn to the diary of the march and to such 
details as need special notice. 

Augi 4 St Qth. — Cavali’y Brigade from Chahara.sia to 
Saiadabad. 1st Infantry Brigade from Beni Hissar 
to Saiadabad {14 miles). 2nd Infantry Brigade from 
Indaki to Saidabad. Ord, Infantry Brigade from Beni 
Hissar to Saidabad. 

August I Of//. - -Cavalry Brigade continued its uiavcli 
oti the left bank of the Ijogar Hiver, and, passing through 
the d'angi Wagsyan, reached a point in the open country 
opposite Hisarak. 'J^he 1st and 3rd Infantry Brigades 
and divisional head-quarter.s marched along the right 
bank to near Zargunshaiiar (12 miles), whilst the 2nd 
Brigade, following a road nearer the river, continued 
pa,st Zargunshahar another 4 miles to Dadii Khel. 

August Wth . — Cavalry Brigade to Bai'a.k-i- Barak, 
along the left bank of the I.ogar, via Unai Saiadan 
and Deh Moghalan. 1st and 3rd Infantry Brigades 
to Patkao-Roghani (17 miles). 2nd Infantry Brigade 
crossed the Logar near Dadu Khel and marched 
over a pass across the low range abutting on the river 
from tlie west to Barak-i~Barak. 

A^tgttst 12M.—Cavalry and 2nd Infantry Brigades 
acrosvS the Logar at Ursak or Warsak, i.e. the spur 
1^ miles M'est of Amir Kala, and o^'cr the Zam- 
burak Kotal .to ncirr Saidabad (16 miles). 1st 
Ijifantry Brigade to Warsak, near Amir Kala (11 miles). 
3rd Infantry Brigade to Amir Kala. 

Opposition was expected at the Zamburak Kotal, 
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but none was met. The kotal, however, itself presented 
a serious obstacle to tlie progress of the baggage 
animals,’ and, though the cavahy got most of tlieir 
animals over the pass that day, the whole of the 
baggage of the 2iid Brigade had to halt at VVarsak, and 
the brigade had to bivouac without tents or baggage at 
Saidabad. One hundred men of the 5th Gurkluis 
held the pass during the night, and next morning 
recovered the baggage of the Cavalry Brigade w hich had 
been left behind. The thermometer showed 92“ in the 
tents, altliougli the height of the camp at Warsak was 
6,800 feet above the sea; the night, however, w'as cold, 
especially on the summit and at Saidabad. 

Aiigtisf. 13tk. —Cavalry and 2nd Brigades to .Jakin, 
near Haidai: Khel. 1st IBrigade over the Zambiirak 
Kotal to Haidiir Khel (16 miles). 3rd Brigade up 
tlie Logar River, through the Tangi Wardak to the 
junction of the new Shonaz stream, and up it to Haidar 
Khel. 

August 14?//*.—The whole division concentrated at 
Shashgao (11 miles). 

On tliis day the wBole force started at the same 
hour, 4 a.m. A block was caused about 3 miles from 
Jakin by all the troops and baggage having to converge 
upon one naiTow road, and tlie rear brigades were con¬ 
sequently delayed two hours; ;tfter this, however, the 
road widened, and, the country being open, the troops 
moved along rapidly on a broad front. The rear guard 
got in at 6 p.m. 

Aug^ist 15ih. —To Ghazni (1,5 miles—a total of 
89 miles in seven tlays). 'J’lie Sher Dalian Pass was 
crossed after being seized by a mixed advance guard. 

This was the only day until Kandahar was reached that 
the cavahy did not perform the entire duties of advance 
guard. At Ghazni Sir Frederick Roberts was met by 
the Goi'emor, and received from him the keys of the 

‘ The Zainburak PasB crossed In the opponite direction by tvro 
brigades of Sir 1>* 8tewart*a force^ each accompanied by a battery of wlieoled 
iirti Uery, on the Ist and 2iid May* 
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city gates. The force encamped on the plain to the east 
of Ghazni, between the city and the suburb of Koza. 

A battalion occupied tJie citadel during tlie day 
while supplies were being collected in the town, and 
guards and sentries were placed in and around Giuizni. 

AitgvM —To Ergatta (20 miles). 

The 3rd Brigade followed the main road, and was 
joined by the 2nd Brigade, ^rhich had followed a line 
of its own across country to the west. 

The Cavalry Brigade were in advance of all, the 
whole starting at 4.30 a.m. The baggage followed its 
respective brigades, and the rear was brought up by 
the 1st Brigade, immediately preceded by its baggage. 
T’he road was a fairly good one, but as the entire force 
luid to move by but one road for two-thirds of the 
distance, progress was slow. I'he baggage animals 
were now beginning to sliow signs ol‘ distress from 
continuous inarching, and the aliove causes, added to 
the length of the march and a severe dust-storm, 
which blew during the afternoon, much delayed 
progress, so tliat the rear guard did not reach camp 
at Ergatta till 9 p.m. 

At Nani the force diverged from the road, and the 
baggage animals were unloaded and aliov'ed to graze 
for a couple of hours in the .surrounding lields. But 
for this timely and judicious halt and feed, many 
animals would doubtless have .succumbed to the fatigues 
of this trying march, which was a severe test to the 
men as well as the animals^ both by reason of its length 
and of the absence of water for the last 7 miles. The 
camping ground at Ergatta was bad, and the only 
water-supply vt'as from a narrow but deep w'atereourse, 
full of treacherous quicksands, w'hich brought many of 
the baggage animals to grief, while the water was soon 
fouled by the passage of the column at several points. 

local supplies were forthcoming; indeed none 
existed, and many of the animals remained unfed. This 
evil, however, was mitigated by the halt and feed which 
had taken place at Nani. 
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Angiist 17 th 


To Charcleh (13 iniles). 

DiJi'ing this march ii cavaliy patrol was fired on, 
and at Chardeh the villagers showed considerable 
reluctance in complying with requisitif)ns. asserting that 
they had previously been looted by ghaxis, A goo<i 
supply of forage, however, was forthcoming for the 
baggage aniinds. In the evening 300 men were 
serit out to seize and impress for transport purposes 
300 Poxvindah camels from an encampment within 
sight; some slight resistarice was offered at first, but 
eventually tin amicable arrangement was arrived at and 
the camels were brought into camp, 170 of them being 
taken on by the force. 

On this day a letter was brought in by a messenger 
from the officer commanding at Kalat-i-Ghilzai, Colonel 
O. V. Tanner, dated the l*2th August, giving news 
from Kandahar up to the 8th, to the effect that the 
place was closely invested, but that the garrison had 
two months’ supplies and fifteen days’ forage for the 
animals. Round Ivalat-i-Ghilzai the country was quiet, 
and its garrison was awaiting with confidence the early 
aiTival of tile Kabul force. 

Aug'iM IMh . — To Karez-i-Oba (16 miles). 

Augiist lO^A. — I’o Mukur (14 miles). 

T’he cavalry covered tlie front of the advance, the 
infantry moving by brigades in three parallel lines, with 
rear guards formed of two companies from each of the 
four regiments of each brigade. 

August 20///,—To Kala-i-Jmna (21 iniles), in the 
same formation. 

August 21*’/. — To Kajai (13 miles). 

Heliographic communication here opened direct 
with Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and news was received of the 
sortie by the troops of the Ivandaliar garrison against 
the rillage of Deh Khqjah on the Ifith August, in which 
Brigadier-General Brooke and eight other British 
officers fell. 

22/3.d.—To Tazi {17-| miles). 


'file heat had now noticeably increased, and the 
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march was consequently begtm at 2.60 ii.m. At Tazi 
the thermometer reached 96“ in tlie tents. 

Allgust '•X'&Td ,—To Kalat-i-Ghilzai (16^ miles, total 
225 miles in 15 clays). 

The nmrch again began at 2,80 a.in., and on arrival 
at Kalat-i-Ghilzai the force encamped on tlie open plain 
between the fort and the River Tarnak. 'I’he garrison 
here was found all well, and the commanding officer 
had anticipated the arrival of the column by collecting 
a considerable quantity of stores and forage. 

The progress of the Kabul force had been so satis¬ 
factory up to this point, that Sir Frederick Roberts, 
having received reassuring reports from Kandahar, 
determined to rest his division* by halting at Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai over the 24th August. The news of his arrival 
there and of his plans were announced to the Gt)vern- 
nient of India in the following message, received at 
Simla on the 8()tU August: 

“ Kakit-i-Ghikai, August 2‘ird .—The force under 
my command arrived here this morning. Authorities 
at Kandahar having stated on the 17th instant that they 
have abundant supplies and can make forage last until 
the 1st September, I halt to-morrow to rest troops, and 
more especially the transport animals and camp 
followers. 

“ The force left Ghazni on the 16th, and has 
marched 136 miles during the last eight days. The 
troops are in gt)od health and spirits. From this I 
purpose moving bj- regular stages, so that the men may 
arrive fresh at Kandahar. 

“ T hope to be in heliogi'aphic communication with 
Kandahar ftf^m Robat, distance 20 miles, on the 29th. 
If General Phayre reaches Takht-i-Pul, I should also 
hope to communicate with him and arrange a coinbined 
movement, on Kandahai'. I am taking the Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai garrison -with me, making the fort ovei' to 
Muhammad Sadik Khan, a Tokhi chief, who had 
charge of the place when we arrived in 1879. The 
present Governor, Sardar Sherindil IvJian, refuses to 






HALT AT KALAT-I-GHILZAI 

remain. We have met with no opposition during the 
inareii, and have been able to make satisfactory arrange¬ 
ments for supplies, especially forage, which at this 
season is plentiful. 'Hie cavalry horses and artillery 
mules are in excellent order, Our casualtie,s to date are 
one soldier 72nd Highlanders, one sepoy 23i’d r*ioiieers, 
one sepoy 2nd Sikhs, and two sepoys 3rd Sikh.s, dead ; 
one sepoy 4th tiurkhas, two sepoys 24th Punjab 
Native Infantry, and a dafadar 3rd Punjab Ca\'airy, 
missing; six camp followers dead and five missing. Tlie 
missing men have, I fear, been murdered. 1 tele¬ 
graphed from Ghazni on 15th, and from Oba Karez 
on the 13th August.” 

This halt at Kalat-i-Ghilzai w'as raucli required by 
both the troops and the animals, and was thoroughly 
appreciated. All the ,solclicrs and followers were 
inspected with regard to their fitness for march¬ 
ing further, and the Lieutenant-General visited the 
hospitals. 

As mentioned in the above message. Sir Frederick 
■Roberts, being of opinion that it w'ould be inconvenient 
to keep open communication with Kalat-i-Ghilzai for 
some time to come, determined to withdraw its gar¬ 
rison and to take it on with the Kabul-Kandahar force. 
All the necessary arrangements for this purpose were 
made during the halt of the 24th August, and the next 
morning the column was augniented by the garrison, of 
the following strength; 

f3rd Sind Horse (lOO sovvai;s), 

R,A. (5e guns). 

fl6th Foot (2 compaiiieH). 

S9th Bombay Infantry {2nd Baluehis). 

British and native details* 

A%gnst 24^//..—Halt. 

Aug'iai 25t/i . — To Jaldak {15|- mile.s). The troops 
had to inarch on a single line, the country lieing confined. 

At Jaldak a wing of the 2nd Baluchis, which liad 
preceded the force by a day, had collected 700 maunds 
of flour and a large stock of bhiisa. 
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HALT AT BOBAT 

An^ist 2(>tk .—To Tirajidu?: {10 miles), in the same 
formation. 

Here a message was received from Kandahar that 
the siege had been raised on the 23rd, and that on the 
morning of the 24th Sardav Ayub Khan had struck his 
camp and retired to Mazra over the Baba Wali Kotal 
in the Arghandab Valley, where he was said to be 
entrenching his camp. 

August '17th .—To Pomazai (1.5 miles). 

On this date the 3rd Bengal Cavahy and 3rd Punjab 
Cavalry, the whole under Brigadier-General H. 11. 
Gough, starting at 1 a.iTi., made a double march of 34 
miles to llobat, and succeeded in establishing helio- 
graphic communication w'ith Kandahar. As related 
in the last chapter, Lieutenant-Colonel St. John, the 
Resident, and Major F. .1. S. Adams, Assistant Quarter- 
master-Cieneral, .immediately rode out from Kandaliar 
to (ieneral Gough’s camp, and complete connection was 
thus successfully restored with tlie garrison. 

The next morning (August 28t]i) tlie main body of 
the Kabul-Kandahar force marched 19 miles to Robat, 
the sick and weakly men being halted half way at 
Khel-i-Akhund, under the escort of the Kalat-i-Ghilzai 
garrison. 

From information received at Robat from Kandahar, 
and from what General Roberts lieard from other 
sources, lie was led to believe that Ayub Khan in¬ 
tended to make a stand, and was strengthening his 
position, which w^as said to extend from Giiridigan to 
Kotal-i-M urcha. 

Upon receipt of this news it was decided to make a 
halt at Robat on the 29th August to rest both men and 
animals, and to divide the remaitring di.stance to Kan¬ 
dahar (19 mile.s) into tw^o slrort marclies in order that the 
force might arrive fresh and fit for action at Kandahar. 

Soldiers, followers, and transport animals w^ere much 
fagged by the long and continuous marcliiiig, and some¬ 
what exhausted by the daily increasing heat, and many 
of the men were sufferiiig' considerably from sore feet. 
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On the whole, liowever, the health of the force was 
wonderfully good, and there was no sickness of a serious 
nature, ifnfortvinately, however, Sir Frederick Tlohei’ts 
was laid up with fever for several days about this period, 
and v.^as seriously ill at a time wheri his mind was 
necessarily occupied by heavy and anxious work. But 
with the anri^al at llobat tlie suspense and strain of the 
forced marches from Ivabul were at an end ; tlie much 
discussed and hazardous venture had arrived within 
measurable distance of a succe-ssful termination, and at 
the head of a well-tried and hardy army tlie General 
could look forward with confidence to the impending 
struggle with the Afghan forces. Since leaving Kabul 
the force had covered 280 miles in 20 days, or 19 
marches.^ 

During the halt of the 29th a letter was received 
by Sir Frederick Koberts from General Phayre, dated 
Kala Abdulla, the 24th ±\\igmt. He expected to leave 
that place on the 30th, and, jirovided that he encoun¬ 
tered no greater difficulties than lie had hitherto met 
with, he hoped to reacli Kandahar about tiie 8th 
September. 

The receipt of this letter from Major-General Piiayre 
precluded the possibility of General Phayre’s division 
arriving at Kandahar in time to co-operate with the 
Kabul force. This Sir F, Roberts much regretted, as 
lie was well aware of the strenuous exertions that officer 
had made to relieve the beleaguered garrison, and the 
privations and hardships vdiieh he and his troops had 
undergone to effect this object. He wrote to (ieneral 
Phayre to continue his advance, but not to knock up 
hi.s men or transport animals by forced marches. 

On the 30th A.ugust General Roberts’s force marched 
7^ miles to Mohmand, and the next morning at 3.80 
it started on the remaining 12 miles to Kandahar. 
'Hie advance guard was composed of the 3rd Bengal 
Cavahy, two guns of C-2, Royal Artillery, and the 

’ For tbe coiiditiou of the triiusport animals on arrival at Kaiidaliar, see 
Ap{>endi3( XXXV, 
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5:1 ARRIVAL AT KANDAHAR 

92ntl HighliUiders, and preparations were made to meet 
possible opposition in the neighboiuhood of the city 
before a position could b«‘ occupied for the camp. 
Generals I’rimrose and Rurrows rode out to meet Sir 
Frederictk Robei'ts, who led his force to tlie soutJiern 
face of Kandahar, in front of the Shikarpur Gate. 
Arriving there at 8.d0 a.ni. t!ie men breakfasted and the 
baggage animals were unloaded, watered, and fed, alter 
which, at 10 a.m., the 1st and 3jd Rrigades again 
moved olf towards the camping ground. The position 
whi(;h Sir Frederit:k Roberts determined to take 
up was to tlie west (jf the city, with liis riglit on 
the cantonments and his left toucliing Old Kandahar, 
thus covering the city, besides giving him the advantage 
of a good and ample supply of water, and placing him 
within striking distance of Ayub Kiian’s camp._ The 
facilities for water, in fact, rendered the choice of 
this spot almost a necessity, as no other sucli existed 
elsewhere, all other sources of supply having been cut 
off. On the other hand, it was reported that, on the 
previous day, the enemy had occupied the Kare/, Hill, 
a rocky and steep though not lofty eminence w'hich 
commands the cantonments and the one water-supply 
available. But on reacliing this place, the advanced 
brigades found it unoccupied, and, with the exception 
of a lew shots fired at the advance guard from distant 
orchards, no opposition was offered, and tlie movement 
was accomplished without any resistance. Nevertheless 
the camj) was within the range of the enemy’s guns on 
the Baba \\''ali KoLal, and tlie best had to be made of 
the position by keeping tlie troops as much as possible 
under tlie lee of the Karez Hill. 

Tlie baggage was now ordered up, with the cavalry 
and 2iid Brigade of infantry, which were at the time 
on baggage and rear guards ; and by 3 p.m. the 
troops ivere tented. The sit:k (940 in number) with 
Sir Frederick Roberts’s force had been accommodated 
in the hospitals in the city. 

Immediately after the camp had been established, 


A RECONNAISSANCE 

picquets were sent out to the northern spur of the 
Kohkaran Hill, the villages of Abbasabad and Chihil 
Dukhtaran Hill, the Karez and Ficquet Hills, all of 
whicih w'ere occupied without opposition. But large 
numbers of Afghans were obser\'ed on the Baba Wali 
Kotal, and entrenching parties were at w'ork on the low 
range of hills w'hich runs south-east from the main 
ridge above the village of Ahmad Khan. 

From such a cursory examination of the ground as 
General Roberts was able to make on his aiTival in the 
morning, be was quite satisfied that any attempt to 
carry the Baba Wali Kotal by a direct attack would 
be attended with very severe lo.ss. He determined, 
therefore, to t\jrn it. 

To enable the Lieutenant-General to decide how 
best t)ii.s operation could be carried out, it was necessary 
to ascertain the strength and precise extent of the 
position occupied by the enemy. He w'as anxious to 
obtain thi.s information without delay, and he therefore 
ordered a small column under tlie command of Brigadier- 
General Hugh Gough, and accompanied by Colonel 
Chapman, u.a., Deputy Adjutant and Quartermaster- 
General, to start at once and make as complete 
a reconnaissance as possible. Tliis column was com¬ 
posed of — 

;jrd Bengal Cavdryj Lieutenant-Colon el A, R* D* Mackenzie. 

Instil Siklis, LieutenanLCoioiiei G. R, Hennesije)''. 

ILA, (2 gum). 

'I'he reconnaissance started at 1 p.m. from the left of 
the British position near Old Kandahar, and proceeded 
towards the high ground immediately aho^-e the village 
of Guildigan and Murglian. Here the infantry and 
guns halted, while the cavalry advanced some 2 or 2| 
miles, avoiding tVie numerous orchards and enclosures, 
and coming out in front of Fir Faimal village, where 
the enemy was found to be strongly entrenched. 

As soon as the enemy’s fire along this line had been 
drawm, the cavalry fell back, wliile, at the same tirae. 
the two mountain guns of 11-9 w'ere brought into 
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jictiou, partly to test tiie range and also to check the 
enemy, who were no’sv observed to be passing rapidly 
into tlie gardens near (iundigan. . General Gough’s 
reconnaissance was at this time 1,800 yards from the 
guns tlie enemy had placed near Fir Paimal. 

After a few‘rounds from the guns, the retirement of 
the infantry and artillery of the reconnaissance to within 
the line of picquets was ordered. The instant General 
Gough’s troops began to fall back, the enemy advanced 
in great strength and pressed the infantry, and they 
eventually assembled in such large numbers, and endea¬ 
voured so persistently to follow, that the wlmle of 
the troops of the 3rd Jirigade and part of those of the 
1st were ordered to fall in. 

Just before dark some reinforcenietits were sent out 
from the 3ni Brigade toward-s Kohkaran, to support tlie 
retirement, and by nightfall the troops were safely 
in camp, the object of the reconnaissance having been 
successmlly accompli.shed. 

Meanwhile, from about 4> p.m. till a little belVjre 
dark, three guns on the Baba Wali Ivotal had kept up 
a desultory fire on the camp. Their practice was good, 
and they had got the range accurately, so that shot and 
shell were pitched all round the camp, but without 
doing any damage. This fire stopped entirely after 
dark. Occasional sharp outbursts of musketry through¬ 
out the night, along the line of picquets to the 
west, showed that the enemy were present and in con¬ 
siderable numbers, and the picquets were consequently 
strengthened during the night. 

’I'he total casualties on the 31st August were five 
killed and fifteen wounded. The reconnaissance 
afforded Sir Frederick Roberts all the information 
that he required, and he decided to attack the enemy 
the following morning. 

As soon as the General’s plans were formed, his 
orders were issued for the troops to breakfast at 7 a.m., 
and for one day’s cooked rations to be carried by all 
ranks. Brigades were to be in position by 8 a.ra.; tents 
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THE PLAN OF BATTLE 

■were to be previously struck, and were to be stored with 
the kits in a walled enclosure. Officers commanding 
divisions and brigades, wdtli the second senior officers 
of brigades, were ordered to assemble at 6 a.m. 

At the same time, in compliance with instructions 
from the lueutenaiit-General, Major-(Jeneral Primrose 
directed E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, escorted by two 
companies of the 7th Fusiliers and four companies of 
the S8tli Bombay Infantry, to join the Cavalry Brigade 
under General Gough at the' village of Gundigan at 
9 a.m. on the morning of the 1st September. 5-11, 
Koyal Artillery (four iO-prs.), four companies of the 
7th Fusiliers, the 4th and 19th Bombay Infantry, 
with a party of sappers, under Brigadier-General 
Burrows, were to take up a position at Kalachi-i- 
liaidar at 8 a.m„ and reimiiii there during^ the day 
for the purpose of threateniivg the Baba IVali Kotal 
and watching tlie Kotal-i-Murcha. Brigadier-General 
Daubeny with four companies of the tSOth Foot and 
two companies each of the 1st and 28th Bombay 
Infantry were to relieve the Kabul Force in the line 
of picc^uets from Picquet Hill by Karea Hill to 
Chiliilzina, 

On the morning of the 1st September Sir Frederick 
Roberts, who on tliat date assumed supreme command 
of the troops in Soutliern Afghanistan, explained 
personally to the officers commanding divisions and 
brigades his plan for the day’s battle. 

This plan was, briefly, to threaten the enemy’s left 
on the Baba Wali Kotal, while the main attack turned 
his right by the Pir Paimal village. With this object 
in view the 3rd Infantry Brigade, which was to make 
the demonstration against the kotal, was formed uj> in 
rear of the low hills which covered the front of the 
British camp, wdiile the 1st and 2nd Brigades, those 
intended for tlie main attack, -were massed behind 
Karez Hill. 

The Cavahy Brigade of the Kabul Force was drawn 
up under Brigadier-General Gough in rear of the left, 
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ill i-padinesfi to operate by Gundigan towards the bed of 
the Arghaiidab River, so as to threaten tlie rear of 
Aynb Khan’s camp and eiuianger his line of retreat 
towards Girishk and Kluikrez. E-B, Royal Horse 
Artillery (four guns), under Major J. A. lillard, two 
companies of the 2-7th Fusiliers, and four companies 
of the 38th Bombay Infantry were, as mentioned above, 
placed at the disposal of General Gough, whose orders 
were that if, when firing began, tlie groimd in his front 
should be clear, he should, with his infantry and guns, 
occupy the position above Gundigan, which had been 
so useful during the reconnaissance of the previous day, 
and should then push his cavalry brigade from that 
point to the l>ed of the Arghandab, where he would 
close the line of retreat to the Hehnand and touch 
that wliich led towards Khakrez. 

The disposition of the Bombay Division has been 
already described ; C-2, Royal Artillery, was oi'dered 
to join the Ist Brigade of the Kabul Force, to whicli 
0-8, Royal^ Artillery (screw guns), was already attached. 

Brigadier-General A^uttall’s cavalry moved out at 

7.30 a.m., and w^as followed at 8 a.ui. by General 
Daubeny’s brigade, which occupied the ground allotted 
to it a.s follows : 

2 compinjes Ist llombuy Infaiitiy posted oh Picquot Hill. 

2 oompiiues (i6th Foot on Kartfz IIill, 

1 oompaiiy Foot between KaroK Hill and Picquot 11 ill, 

I compau}^ mth Bombay Iiifaiitry between Cndiiikina and Karez llilL 

I Doinpativ £8th Bombay Infantry ’^rntcliing' the gardens in left rear of 

Shortly afterwards Brigadier - General Burrows 
marched out and took up a strong position in the 
old cavalry and Jaeob’,s Rifles lines, an excellent 
position being found for 5-11, Royal Artillery, about 
100^ yards to the right of Picquet Hill. 

The dispositions above described were completed 
soon after U o’clock, and fire was opened from Captain 
Hornsby’s 4a-prs. upon the Baba Wali Pass at about 

9.30 or 9.80 a.iu., engaging the guns on the kotal. The 




latter replied with much spirit until about noon, 
when they were apparently turned against the troops 
wlio were attacking thh Afghan right by Pir 
Pai?nal. 

hleanwiiile it had been clear from a fery early hour 
in the morning that an offensix'e movement was con¬ 
templated by the enemy, who evidently regarded the 
withdrawal of Cileneral Gough’s reconnaissance on the 
previous evening as a furtlier success to themselves. 
The villages of Gundigan and Gundi MuUa Sahibdad 
were held in strength, and a desultory fire was bi'ouglit 
to bear on the British front from the orchards con¬ 
necting these two villages, w^hile an ill-directed fire 
was also opened from the Baba Wall Kotal, which 
was held in force during the greater part of the day’s 
operations. Ihis point in the enemy’s line was crowded 
with ghazis, while some of A.yub’s regular cavalry held 
the comparatively lower liills and slopes in front of 
the position occupied by the 4.0-pr.s. of 5-11. Instead 
of waiting for tlie Britisli advance the Afghans were 
making every preparation for a counter-attack, and the 
movement of large nuinbei's of their troops was covered 
by the fire of their skirmishers from the line of the 
Gundi Mulla and Gundigan viilage.s. 

_ Under these eircumstances tlie advance of the 
Bntisli cavalry was necessarily delayed until the main 
infantry attack could be developed, tlie signal for which 
■wan the opening fire of Major Hornsby’s 40-prs. at 
about 9.30 a. m. 

The instructions given by Maior-Cieneral Ross, 
commanding tlie Infantry Division, were that Brigadier- 
General Macplierson wdth the 1st Brigade siiould make 
his first attack on the village of Gundi Mulla Sahibdad, 
after wdiicii lie was to clear the enemy fi-om the 
enclosures whicli lay between that village and the 
low spur of the hiU short of Pir I’aimal. General Ross 
further ordered Brigadier-tJeneral Baker to advance in 
a Avesterly direction, keeping touch with the l.st Brigade 
on ids right, and clearing the gardens and orchards in 
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his uiiine<ii{ite front; and Brigadiei’-Creneral TMacGregor 
was ordored to support in advance of the village of 
AbbasEibad. 

The batteries C-2 and 6-8 were held in readiness 
behind the Karez Hill to cover the infantry advance, 
and at al)out 9.30 a,ni. two guns of €-2 moved to the 
right of that hill and opened fire against the tillage of 
Gundi Mulla Sahibdad ; there they were shortly after¬ 
wards joined by the rest of the battery, tvhich kept up 
a fire on the village until masked by the advance of the 
1st Brigade. The battery then limbered up and followed 
the 1st Brigade during the remainder of the day ; they 
came into action again on t.!ie left of the village of 
Gundi fliulla Sahibdad, but the enemy dispersed before 
they could open fire. 

The shell fire of the batteries was very effective, but 
the eneni)^ Ibuiid cover in underground chambers in the 
village of Gundi Mulla Sahibdad. The infantry attack 
upon tins village was made liy Colonel Battye’s 2nd 
Gurkhas and Colonel Parker’s 92nd Highlanders re¬ 
spectively. ’'Idle remaining two regiment.^ of Macpher- 
son’s brigade—the 23rd Pioneers under Colonel 
Collett and the 24tli Punjabis under Colonel Norman 
were in support, 'fhe village was carried in a most 
dashing style, Gurkhas and Highlanders vicing with 
each other in the rapidity of their advance. The 
enemy withdrew' sullenly and slowdy, a good number 
of the gliazis remaining to the last in the idllage to 
receive a bayonet charge of the 92nd. 

Meanwhile the 2nd Brigade under, General Baker 
had been threading i1:s way tlirougli the lanes and 
walled enclosures which lay in their line of attack, 
and became engaged whilst clearing the orchards, 
The resistance encountered wUkS most stubborn, the 
enemy being well protected by the liigh mud w^ails, 
which they had carefully loopholed. Tlie loss suffered 
in clearing the,se enclosures was necessarily severe, and 
here laeutenaiit-Colonel Browmlow' was killed wiiile 
gallantly leading his regiment, the 72nd Highlanders. 


GOOD BRITISH PROGRESS 

C!i 2 )tain St. J. T. Frome and Lance-Sergeant Cameron, 
of the same regiment., also tell here. 

Of the regiments of this (the 2nd) Brigade, the 
72nd Ilighlantiers and, the 2nd Sikhs had the chief 
share of the fighting. They were the two leading 
battalions, and frequently had to fix bayonets to cjiny 
positions or to cheek the determined rushes of the 
enemy. General Baker spoke in high terms of the 
gallant behaviour of these two regiments, and noticed 
especially the manner in which a charge of the enemy 
was repulsed by the 2nd Sikhs under the able and 
immediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. 
Boswell. 

Finding that their position in the villages of Gundi 
Mulla and Gundigan was no longer tenable, the enemy 
now fell back, withdrawing their right towards I’ir 
Paimal. 'I'lie forward movement of Ma(;pberson's and 
Baker’s troops was continued, after the capture of 
Gundi Mulla Sahibdad and its surrounding gardens, 
almost without a pause, and after severe fighting these 
brigades forced the enemy l>aek from Pir Paimal and 
rounded the spur of the hill near that position. 

As soon as Sir f’rederick Roberts heard from Major- 
General Ross of the success of the troops under his 
command, he determined to support their further 
advance by the 3rd Brigade, which had hitherto been 
drawn up in front of the village of Abbasabad. I’he 
capture of Plr Paimal had brought the British in rear 
of the Baba Wali K(jfcal, and feeling that nothing Iiad 
now to be feared from the enemy’s left, the Lieutenant- 
General pushed on to complete the discomfiture of 
their main position. 

“ At this stage,” writes Colonel Chapirian, “ Ayub 
Khan must have realised that the day was lost to him, 
and as soon as the advancing British troops were in x’ear 
of bis position on the Baba Wali Pass, his regular troops 
at once made off through the thick gardens and orchards 
of tlie Arghandab Valley, the Ilerat regiments towards 
Zarniridawar, and the Kabuli regiments by the Arg- 
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iiandab Valley; but it was almost impossible to ascertain 
exactly the manner in which they dispersed. The 
Sardar Ayub Khan must, about this time, likewise have 
secured his own safety by flight.” 

Meanwhile Major-General Ro.ss, seeing tJie advan¬ 
tage already gained, and knowing that he could rely 
upon the courage and eagerness of his troops, had 
very wisely determined to press forward without 
waiting for reinforcements. 

The position to which the enemy retired after the 
capture of Pir Painial lay to the south-west of the 
Baba Wali Kotal, commanding an open piece of 
ground and covering the camp at Mazra. I'liis 
position was strongly entrenclied, and tlie enemy 
seemed likely to make a determined stand ; reinforce¬ 
ments were being rapidly pushed up from, their reserves, 
while the guns on the Baba Wali Kotal were turned 
round, so as to increase the fire of artillery which was 
brought to bear upon Roberts’s force. 

It was evident that this position must be stormed 
without delay by the victorious brigades. Recognising 
this, the 92nd Highlanders, 2nd Gurkhas, and 'pari; of 
the 23rd Pioneers rushed forward, and with resistless 
gallantry, in which Major G. S. White, of the 92nd, 
and Sepoy Inderbir Lama, of the Gurkhas, were con¬ 
spicuously foremost, drove the enemy from their 
entrenchments at the point of the bayonet. 

At the same time the last stand of the Afgiians 
round three guns on the extreme left was broken down 
by a gallant ciiarge of a lialf battalion of the 3rd Sikhs, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel G. N. Money. 

The enemy were now completed routed, but, owing 
to the luature of the ground, it was impossible for 
Major-General Ross, who was commanding in the front 
line, to_ realise the extent of tlie factory he had Won. 
Expecting, therefore, that the enemy would take up a 
fresh position further on and continue tlieir resistance, 
he ordered the 1st and 2nd Brigades to halt and replenisli 
their ammunition. 
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'8 CAPTUR]^ of ayOij^s camp 

When this liad been done and the troops had 
advanced about a mile, Major-General Ross found 
himself in sight of the whole of iVyub Khan’s camp, 
standing deserted and apparently as it had been left in 
the morning when the Afghans moved out to tlie 
attack, and by 1 o’clock was in possession of both camp 
and ordnance. 

With this camp Ayub Khan lost all his artillery, 
numbering thirty pieces, excluding the two recaptured 
guns of E-B, Royal Hoi’se Artillery, which had been 
taken at Maiwand.‘ 

The, enemy had meanwhile made good their retreat, 
and further pursuit with infantry being hopeless, the 
two brigades were halted on the far side of the village 
of Mazra, where they were shortly afterwards joined by 
tiie 8rd Brigade under Brigadier-General MacGregor. 

While the infantry attack had been developing 
successfully as above described, Brigadier-General 
(Rough’s cavalry had not been equally fortunate in 
reaching*' the enemjc 

Major Tillard with the four guns of E-B, Royal 
Horse jV-rtillery, reported iiimself to General Gough at 
9 a.ra., and was immediately ordered to come into action 
on the Kohkaran road and to clear the low hills near the 
village of Gimdigaii. Tlie fire of the guns w'as met by 
heavy musketry fire (which was, however, soon silenced) 
and also by artillery hre from two guns at the foot of 
the south-west spur of the Pir Paimal, which made 
good practice, and which the guns of E-IJ were unable 
to silence. 

When, how^ever, the enemy fell back from Gundigan, 
E-B with its escort of 7th Fusiliers and 28th Bombay 
Inhintry advanced to the liills above that village and 
j’eniained in that position for the remainder of the day. 

At the same time Gough’s cavalry advanced rapidly, 
scouting as far as Kohkaran, and then proceeded to 
execute the extended turning movement entrusted to 

* 6 iron B.LH- 9-pr- g'uns; lf5 bronze M.L S*B. fJ-pr, y-tioB; 2 J2-pr- 
bowtj?erF ; 2 4'5 niouiLtaiii guns; 4 iJ-pr. mountain j^uoa. 
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the brigade. The nature of the ground, however, 
necessarily precluded very direct or rapid progress, while 
the enemy’s retreat, as soon as the Pir Painial position 
was turned, was precipitate. "I’iius, altliougli the 
brigade cro.ssed the Arghandab and pushed beyond the 
line of the enemy’.s retreat towards Khakrez, none 
of the regular ti’oops were encountered, but some 3.50 of 
the fugitive tribesmen were killed. 

In the meantime, at about 2 o’clock, on reaching Pir 
Paimal village, General Roberts had sent an order for 
the cavalry of the Rombay force to move over the Baba 
Wali Kotal and follow the retiring enemy by the direct 
road leading through the Argliandab Valley ; in com¬ 
pliance with which General Nuttall, with the 8rd Sind 
Horse and the 3rd Bombay Cavaliy, pushed forward 
and came up with several parties of the enemy making 
for the hills and along the valley. These he charged 
and dispersed, following them as far as Mansurabad, 
a distance of some 1.5 miles, until the approach of night 
compelled him to abandon tlie pursuit, and he returned 
to camp at about 10 p.rn., having killed about 100 of the 
enemy. 

The total casualties in the Kabul-Kandahar force on 
the 1st September were 3.5 killed and 213 wounded. 
Among the former was Captain Stratton, 22nd Foot, 
Superintendent of Army Signalling, who was .shot by a 
g{i4azi^ shortly Jiafore the final advance, when proceeding 
to the Baba vVali Kotal to signal tlie success of the 
infantry attack to Sir Frederick Roberts. 

. regret clouded tlie rejoicing at 

tlie bnlhant victory gained, ii.mongBt the first objects 
encountered in the abandoned Afghan camp was the 
body of Lieutenant Hector Maclaine, r.h. a., which was 
dKscovered lying outside the tent that he had occupied, 
and close to Ajuib Khan’s quarters. It was e^'ident 
that he had been quite recently murdered, and it was 
believed that this wanton outrage was the woik either 
of a ghazi, or of the guards who had been posted over 
the unfortunate officer by Ayub Khan, 
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It was difficult to estimate the loss sustained by the 
enemy, but it must have been considerable. Six 
hundred bodies were afterwards buried between 
Kandahar and the village of Pii' Paimal alone, so it is 
probable that the total of killed amounted to quite 
double that number. 

The numbers of the enemy opposed to t!ie force on 
the 1st September were calculated at — 


Regular Infantry. 

„ Cavalry . 
Triiiesmen . 
Irregular Cavalry. 


To-wi. 


4,000 

800 

5,000* 

8,000 


12,800 


Only about one-third of the tribesmen were supplied 
with firearms. 

The total numbers of the Kabul-Kandahar force 
engaged were 8,892 of all ranks and eighteen guns 
(see Appendix XXIX); while the number of the 
Kandahar garrison under arms was 4,110. 

After the battle of Kandahar, the 1st Brigade, 
under the command of Brigadier-General Macpherson, 
remained at Mazra during the niglit of the 1st September 
to protect the guns and stores which had been captured. 

The 2nd and 8rd Brigades, as well as the cavalry, 
returned to camp near the old cantonment of Kandahar. 
General Gough’s Cavalry Brigade reached camp, the 
Batawali Kotal, between 8 and 9 p.m., after inflicting a 
loss of some 800 men upon the fugitive enemy. 

On the following morning all traces of Ayub’s army 
had disappeared. 

News subsequently received proved that the Sardar 
retreated to Herat, accompanied by a small number of 
Herat! infantry and a few Khawanin sowars. 

The remainder of his force scattered over the country 
and mingled with the agricultural population. 

‘ Mirza Muliummad Alchljar, Pay-Clerk U) the Kantlahari regiments with 
Ayub Khan, told Captain Gaselee, n.A.u.aj.Q., that there were pcriiaps 30,000 
guerillas present on the 1st Septeniber. See Appendix XXVIII. 
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3rd September all the wounded were moved 
into quarters in Kandahar, except a few, wlio to avoid 
overcrowding were accommodated in tents. The 92nd 
Highlanders also moved into quarters in the old canton¬ 
ments, Maepiiei'son’s brigade having been relieved at 
JMazra by Bombay troops. On the morning of the 
same date the 23rd Pioneers and 15th Sikhs, with two 
guns, were sent off up to the Arghandab River to 
restore the water communication, which had been cut 
off by Ajmb’s troops, and by the evening the water was 
again flowing into the canal which fed the city. 

The Cavalry Brigade, with a large number of sick 
and transport animals, moved 6 miles west to Kohkaran, 
where forage was more plentiful tlian at Kandahar, and 
were joined there on the 4tli by E-B, Royal Horse 
Artillery. Major Euan Smith, Assistant Political 
Officer, w'^as despatched eaatw'ards with the 3rcl Bombay 
Cavaiiy and the 19th Bombay Infantry, to reopen 
commimications with General Phayre and Cliaman, and 
to restore the line of telegraph. The latter work was 
completed as far as Abdur Rahman, 2.5 miles from 
Kandahar, by the .5th September, on the evening of 
whicli day General Phayre arrived at Abdur Rahman. 
That officer puslied on to Kandahar on the 6th, leaving 
the adv'^anced portion of his force at Ivarez-i-Zarak, near 
Khushab. 

Meanwhile the liealth of Sir Frederick Roberts 
caused much anxiety. The constant strain of re¬ 
sponsibility, added to continued attacks of fever, had 
weakened his system, and it was very desirable that he 
should as soon as possible leave Kandahar, It was 
also necessary that he should be in direct telegraphic 
communication with Army Head-quarters in order 
to obtain the orders of Government regarding the future 
movements of the troops in Southern Afghanistan. 

It had already been decided to move the 3rd 
(MacGregor’s) Brigade, to which the 23rd Pioneers were 
now attached, towards Peshin, in ordei' to ease the 
pressure regarding supplies at and about Kandahar. 
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CHAPTER XVITI 


MEASURKS FOR THE RELIEF OF KANDAHAR FROM QUETTA, 
AND THE MARCH OF GENERAL PH AY RE’S FORCE. 

On the morning of the SStJi July, 1880, the news of 
the disaster to Brigadier-General Burrows and his 
brigade at Mai wand reached Brigadier-General Phayre 
at Quetta, and before telegraphic communication with 
Kandahar Yvas interrupted General l^hayre was also 
informed that the outposts on the line of communica¬ 
tion from Abdur Bahman southwards had been ordered 
to fall back on Kandahar. 

The attention of the Brigadier-General and of 
Major Sandeman, tiie Governor-General’s Agent, was 
at once directed to the question how to reinforce the 
garrison of Kandahar. Tlieir views were conveyed to 
the Government of India in the following telegram, 
dated the 28th July: 

“ Our line of communication w'ith India for troops 
must be the Bolan Pass, The question we beg to 
refer to Government is, What is to be done, under 
present circumstances, w'ith the railw^ay line under 
construction? We consider that the force from Thal- 
Chotiali to Quetta should be concentrated in Peshin 
with the least possible delay, and we recommend that 
the protection of the railway line and Thal-Cliotiali 
should, if possible, be taken by PuryaJ^ trooi)s. The 
Bombay troops, in which we include the whole of 
General Phayre’s division, ought to be concentrated 
here at once.” 

To this communication the Foreign Office replied : 

“ Ypyr ‘ clear the line ’ telegram this day. Viceroy 

§83 





GENERAL PH ACRE’S REPORT 

entirely approves the measures proposed by yourself 
and General Phayre, and desires that the forces 
employed for protection of railway must be at once 
withdrawn as proposed. We are sending reinforoe- 
ments from Bengal, and will reoceupy railway line 
when possible ; but present exigencies necessitate push¬ 
ing forward all available forces towards Kandahar. 
\^iceroy relies on you to use all exertions to eo-operate 
with Phayre in relieving posts and pushing forward 
reinforcements.” 

At the same time Brigadier-General Phayre wired 
to the Quartermaster-General in India his report on the 
military situation as follows: 

“ Telegraph beyond Chaman stopped. 

“ Please urge extension of railway to mouth of Bolan 
as quickly as possible; we shall re(juire it for supplies, 
as well as troops; our transport is not sufficient under 
present eireumstances, 

“ J have seven native regiments on lines of com¬ 
munication—one for Sibi and Bolan, one for Quetta, 
one for line of posts to Cliaman. This leaves foiu- 
regiments for field column. In addition, I have 2-11th 
Foot and P'-2, Royal Artillery, coming up from Sind. 
If, in iiddition to these, you send me one European 
infantry regiment, and a field battery in succession to 
F-2, 1 think I shall have enough infantry ivnd artillery 
to advance with. As regards cavalry, I ought to have 
at least nine squadrons, which, I think, I can make 
up from that on the line of communication, including 
Aladras cavalry. It would take at least fifteen days to 
form and equip this force here and ia Peshin, and 
within that time I hope to have sufficient ti'ansport. 
But certain movements of the enemy reported to he 
now taking place against Chaman may oblige me to 
push troops to the Kliojak. I have Major Westmacott 
there giving me information; and Agent, Governor- 
General, has also sent out men. I commence with¬ 
drawal of troops from railway line by retiring the 
Thal-Chotiali force on Harnai, whence it will march 



CONCENTRATION OF FORCES 58S 

to Peshin, making over stations to nialiks and collecting 
the troops now posted along that line. Simiiltaneonsly 
with the advance from Harnai the Political Otficer and 
Olficer Commanding at Sibi will retiirn (to?) each post 
and settle with the’ rnaliks about stores, material, etc., 
left behind between Spin 'J''ungi and Nari mouth.” 

In consequence of the news from Kandahai* the 
following troops were ordered to join the force in 
South-west Afghanistan: H-1, Royal Attillery; Sth 
Bengal Cavalry, 2-22nd Foot and 63rd Foot ; 3rd, 4th, 
14th and 38th Bengal Infantry. 

As mentioned above, all detached posts between 
Kandahar and Chaman were withdrawn by order of 
Major-General Primrose. Major W. Jacob, of the 
IDtii Bombay Infantry, commanding the detaeliments, 
who was at Mel Karez when the order for concentration 
at Chanian arrived, waited there for the party from 
Abdur Rahman, and marched on the morning of the 
29th to Dabrai- During the previous night a large 
body of Achakzais and Nurzai.s had collected round 
Mel Karez, and they followed the march of the detacli- 
ment, constantly firing at it from a distance, without 
doing any damage. After halting a few hours at 
Dabrai the march was continued to Gatai, and on the 
30th July Chaman was reached in safety and without 
ca.sualties, though the camp was fired into on the night 
of the 29th and the rear of the column was threatened 
by the tribesmen at starting. The march was a trying 
one, for, besides the constant danger of an attack, the 
want of water, especially during the last stage of 
17 miles from Gatai to Chaman, was keenly felt. 

Both General Phayre and tlie Commander-in-Chief 
expressed their appreciation of the soldier-like manner 
in which Jlajor Jacob had executed the difficult duty 
entrusted to him. 

The preparation of a force to relieve Kandaliar was 
now pushed forward with all po.ssible despatch, but 
many circumstances combined to hinder and retard the 
work. “ It happened,” wrote Brigadier-General Phayie, 
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* 6 PUEPAUING FOK THE RELIEF 

“that the difficulties in the way of prompt inoveinent 
of troops on the line of communication in question 
were at that time exceptionally great owing to the 
whole tract of country from Sibi to Kandahar (about 
241 miles) being destitute of grain and forage, from a 
drought of nearly two years’ duration; in addition to 
which the hot season was at its height, and at several 
places between Quetta and Kandahar the water supply 
was scanty and brackish. 

. “These and other causes had obliged us, some'tune 
previously, to remove the bulk of our transport cattle 
from the line to a distant grazing-ground, to withdraw 
all superfluous commissariat and transport establish¬ 
ments, and place the carts and material generally under 
repair at central workshops until the opening of the 
season ; consequently, when the necessity for resuming 
active operations suddenly occurred, our transport had 
to be reorgani.sed and augmented, our line of com¬ 
munication stocked, weak points placed in a defensible 
state, and a sufficient force concentrated before any 
forward movement could be made, 

“The troops nearest at Iiand to meet this sudden 

emergency were tire 9th and 
24th Regiments of Bombay 
Native Infantry, then cn route 
up the Bolan Pass, and the 
force noted in the margin 
employed in protecting the 
Nari Valley railway line. The 
latter togetiierwith the services 
of Lieutenant-Coloivel J.^ G. 
Inndsay, and his staff of Royal Engineer officers 
were at once placed at my disposal, and I w'as thus 
enabled to act promptly to the front between Quetta 
and Chaman by occupying the Ghazarband and Kliojak 
Passes, strengthening and fortifying intermediate posts, 
and by holding in cheek the Kakar and other Pathan 
tribes, who, on hearing of the Maiwand defeat, lost no 
time in collecting their fighting men to attack convoy^s 


Colonel F. Roome, Conimaod- 
iiig. 

•Z inouiitam guns 1 
StTOoys of cavalry U;j,otiai;, 
1 r^pmaut native f 

lulaiitry ^ 

3 coTRiiRTiies Bombay Sappers. 
1 squadron cavalryv 
Win Bomimy Native Infantry. 
27th Bombay Native Infantry. 
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iaii^pievent supplies of grain and forage from being 
brought to the line of communication. 

Their designs, however, were happily fru.strated by 
the rapid concerjtration of the troops named on Peshin; 
for, although the Khojak Pass had been occupied by a 
strong body of Achakzais, and the telegraph line between 
Chaman and Kala Abdulla 
entirely destroyed by them, 
they were driv'en out by the 
combined operations of the 
detachments as per margin, 
with a loss of fifty killed, after 
two days’ skirmishing, since 
which time they liave never 
attempted to reoccupy the 
pass. Nor did they succeed 
in injuring any outpost in the 
northern portion of the assigned 
districts, though Kach was 
attacked by about 2,000 tribes¬ 
men; and the reported gather¬ 
ing of other large bodies in 
Shorawak and on Toba for 
combined attack on Khushtlil 
Khan, Dinar ICax'ez, Segi, 

Gulistan, and Kala Abdulla 
rendered it necessary to hold 
them in check by constant 
movements of troops. The 
fact is that, having been beaten by detachments of 
native infantry in the open field at Khojak, Dinar 
Karez, and Kach, the tribesmen were little inclined to 
face strong, well-garrisoned entrenchments.” 

'lire Khojak was occupied on the 30th July, but 
tire Achakzais rapidly reassembled in the neighbourhood 
in increased numbers, and threatened the Kandahar road 
from sangai-s on either side of the pass. The safety of 
the post on the Khojak, however, was secured by the 
anival of reinforcements under Colonel H, H. James, 


Frotn Chamfm Garri^m, 

UeiitiniaTit-(A)louel Irodollj 
K3tli Boiiiliay Nati?G Infantry^ 
Commaiidhig. 

Mfijor K. Westnmcottj Koad 
Ciiiiiniaiidaiit. 

Major R. WacOj it. a,, coiu- 
aiaiidmj^ 2 guijs No. 2 Moniitfiin 
lUtteiy. 

ICth Itombivy Native Infantry 
(fletaclimeut), ’ 

1 0th Bombay Native Infantry 
(detachment). 

Poona Ijtor.8e (detachment). 

Fro7n the KhojWc PoAitim. 

Lieutenant-Colonel L. H. 
Sibtliorpe^ Dtli Bomhay Native 
infantry, commanding'. 

Lieutenant A. Keene, h.a., 
commanding 2 gmis No. 2 
Mountain Battery. 

l>etac;hmenta of Sapper and 
Miners. 

9th Bombay Native Infantry. 

Li oaten snt-Colonel J, (r, 
Lind say j k.b. 

Lieutenant VV. B. Whiteford, 
Adjutant. 



A CONVOY LOST 



10th Bombay Infantry, who assumed cjommand of tiie 
troops between Chatnan and Segi. 

A convoy retiring towards Sibi througli the Harnai 
Pass was attacked on the 8th August and one British 
officer wounded, besides ten sepoys killed and wounded. 
iVll the baggage and treasure which were being escorted 
was lost. 

In consequence of this incident General I*hayre 
found himself compelled to utilise for the defence of 
the Sibi road troops which were urgently required at 
the front, and the 8th Bengal Cavalry and 2Urd Bomba,y 
Infantry (to be afterwards relieved by the 4th) had to 
supply several detachments for the protection of the 

road. , r» i_ 

As soon as they were relieved by the 4th Bombay 

Infantry, the 23rd was ordered to Quetta, where it was 
to remain in garrison with one squadron, of the 1st 
Madi-as Cavalry. At the same time, in consequence 
also of the state of the countiy, General Phayre was 
obliged to occupy several fortified posts between Quetta 
and Chaman. 

For this line of communications, two strong native 
infantry regiments and one cavalry regiment were 
recpiired (instead of one native infantry regiment as had 
before been estimated). 

The following troops were detailed to garrison these 


posts; 


24th Bornljay Infantty. 
3rd Bengal Infantry. 
1st Madras Cavalry. 


The troops detailed for the reserve were 


H-1, R.A. 

A-4, K.A, 

8th Bengal Cavfilry (S troops). 
^ Bombay Infantry T{-€giinents* 


This unexpected demand on his resources compelled 
General Phayre to ask for extra troops, and the 3rd 
Hyderabad Cavalry and 88th Bengal Infantry were 




ATTACK ON KACH 

accordingly ordei-ed, on the Ifltli August, to pt oceed at 
once to Sibi. The 17th Bengal Infantry was afterwards 
nominated in place of t he asth, which was declared unfit 
for sei'vice. 

Meanwdiile the concentration of tlie Kandahar reliev¬ 
ing force at Quetta and in Peshin was progressing, and 
Brigadier-General Phayre, who had now been given the 
temporary rank of Major-General, stated on the 1st 
August that he expected by the S^-th to hav^e collected 
6,4.06 men and 18 guns for that service exclusively. 

As far as Chaman there w'as no difficulty to be 
apprehended regarding transport, but on the road from 
Cliaman to Kandahar embarrassment was to be eT^ected, 
In order, therefore, to reduce this difficulty, General 
I*hayre intended to inarch as light as possible with the 
above force, leaving behind all superfluous grass-cutters 
and camp foUowei^ of other classes to follow with the 
reserve. 

The Executive Commissariat Officer calculated that 
ten days’ rations for the above force, including German 
horse-biscuits, could be carried on 800 camels. All 
heavy kits and most of the tents were to be left at the 
Khojak in charge of a small party, and would be l)rought 
on to Kandahar as soon as desirable. General Phayre 
calculated that the whole of his force would be con¬ 
centrated at Chaman by the 29th August, when he 
would endeavour to reach Kandahar in four inarches, 
arriving tltere about the 2nd September. 

The re,serve force, with fifteen days’ supplies for tlie 
whole of the troops at Kandaliar, including those w'ho 
were marching ftom Kabul with Sir Frederick Roberts, 
would be ready to inarch from Chaman on tlie 2nd 
September. 

Such was tin position when, on the 16th August, an 
attack was made on the fortified post at Kach, garrisoned 
by the head-quarters and 300 men of the 16th Bombay 
Infantry and 350 sick of the Sappers and other corps, 
who had just reached Kach fi‘om Tlial-Chotiali, Sliarigh, 
Chapar, etc,, the \\'hole being commanded by Colonel 







590 TEE tribesmen DRIVEN OFF 


I’. W. Pierce, 16th Bombay Infantry. In con¬ 
sequence of the disturbed state of the country special 
precautions had been taken for the safety of tiie place 
by Colonel Pierce. A sangar, built on the sutnmit of a 
liiil south of camp, was held by a party consisting 
of one havildar and twelve rank-and-file; all the 
picquets had been strengthened, and a company of fifty 
rifles, under a native officer, was ordered to patrol along 
the banks of the river in the direction of Ainadun, east 
of the camp. A company of similar strength was also 
placed in reserve at the quarter guai’d, ready for any 
emergency. 

At 4 a.m. on the 16th siiots were heard in the 
direction of Brahiman, outside the cattle lines, and 
imrnediately afterwards tlie picquet, which had been 
po.sted over the cattle lines, was driven in by a rush of 
500 or 600 ghazis. The company in reserve at the 
quarter guard at once proceeded in that direction and 
checked the advance of the ghazis with a steady fire, 
but the attack was .so determined that several of the 
enemy were shot close to the walls of the fort. 

Meanwhile the company which had patrolled 
towards Ainadun had taken up their position on the 
left, and repulsed the attack of a large body of the 
enemy on that side, and at the same time the rear of 
the position was held by the remainder of tla; men in 
camp. It was reported that a number of the enemy 
were advancing from Chapar along the crest of the hill 
south of the post, and the party in the sangar on tliat 
.side was therefore reinforced to thirty rifles under a 
native officer. But no further attack was made, although 
the tribesmen hung about the hillsides • beyond the 
cattle lines and continued to fire into the camp until 
daybreak, when they were finally driven off by a 
company under I..ieutenant-Colonel A. H. Davi.s, and 
by 7-15 a.ni. the firing had ceased. 

The Bi'iti.sh casualties Were two sepoys and twenty- 
five followers killed, the latter having, in their blind 
panic at the beginning of the attack, run out towai'ds 
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the enemy. One officer, eight men, and six followers 
were wounded, 

The enemy left forty-eight bodies on the ground and 
were supposed to have lost altogether 200 in killed and 
wounded. Their total force must have exceeded 2,000 
men. 

The .successful repulse of this determined attack had 
a most beneficial effect, both on the neighbouring tribes 
and on the Maris, and, as stated by General. Phayre, 
saved Quetta and the upper part of the Bolan from 
molestation. 

Nevertheless the difficulties arising from the hostility 
of the tribesmen were not yet removed. Large numbers 
of Achakzais and FCakars, instead of returning home 
after their defeat, collected in force on the heights 
above Kach and fired on parties attempting to leave the 
post. Nevertheless it was necessary that traflie along 
the road should continue, for the sick and wounded lind 
to be carried into Quetta, and the supplies of forage and 
grain for the cattle at Kach had run very low' and had to 
be repleiii.shed. 

Under these circumstances General Phayre was 
obliged to order two mountain guns, three troops of 
eavahy, and a regiment of native infantry from liis 
advanced force in Peshin to Kach, via the (iharkhai 
defile. 

General Phayie ordered this flying column to do its 
work as quickly as possible, in order that, if possible, his 
advance on Kandahar should not be delayed beyond the 
date arranged. Tliese instructions were complied w'ith, 
and on the 21st August the convoy of sick, etc,, arrived 
safely at Quetta with the report that the tribal gathering 
had dispersed. 

The arrangements for the advance on Kandahar 
were now approaching completion, notwithstanding the 
enormous difficulties which had to be contended with. 
Foremost amongst these w'as the w'ant of transport, 
which was only met by the stiremious efforts of Sir 
Michael Kemiedy (Director-General of Transport) and 
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Sir Robert Sandemaii, supplemented, by a gift of 
between 200 and 300 liorses and ponies from the Klian 
of Kalat. 

Owing to the inten.se and often deadly heat \t^hich 
prevails throughout the valley of the Indus and the 
lower slopes of the Rolan and Naii valley hills from 
June to September, it was decided, in order to preserve 
the health and efficiency of the European troops, to 
move them in detachments of only 100 men in carts 
from the railway terminus at Sibi to the Upper Bolan. 
The detachments followed one another every twenty- 
four hours. Staging camps of large tents were pitched, 
and each detachment, with its light camp equipage, 
baggage, rations, etc., was carried in bullock-cai'ts to 
Mach, a distance of 55 miles, in three days. From 
Mach they proceeded in the ordinary manner. By this 
plai,i the danger of exposing European troops to a 
temperature of ISO” to 130* (Fahrenheit) in small tents 
for several successive days was avoided. 

It was also a matter of great impoi’tance that the 
road between Chaman and Kandahar should be made 
practicable for carts without delay as soon as the march 
should begin. Provision for this worlc also was made 
by Sir Robert Sandeman, who placed at Major-General 
Phayre’s <lisposal for tlie purpose the services of Major 
T. F. i'Jowden, u.e., Superintending Engineer in Balu¬ 
chistan, and of Major £. D’O. Twemlow', k.e.. Public 
iiVork.s Department. General Fhayre was thu.s enabled 
to utili.se the large number of carts which brought 
supplies to Kala Abdulla, and to make ari'angemeiits for 
successive convoys of wheeled transport. 

On the 21st August Major-General Phayre left 
Quetta for the front, and after remaining four days 
at Kala Abdulla, he arrived at Chainan on the 26th.* 

News was there received of a partial rising at Kalat 
of the Khan’s troops on the night of the 25th, and 
although the mutineers did little damage before march- 

’ For the (letails of Majar-tJeaeraJ Fhayre*« division and its diatributioa 
on the 24tb August, see Appentliees XXX i. and XXXII- 



rn« off’ to join Ayub Khan’s army at Kandahar, yet it 
wa.s thought best by General Phayre and Sir Robert 
Sandeinan to divert 400 of the 78th Highlanders (then 
on the marcih from Sihi) to Kalat, in order to restore 
confidence in the country. Tl\e Major-General also 
con.sidered it highly probable that the mutineers (about 
1,000 strong) would excite the Barechis of Shorawak 
to attack Gulistan and that part of his line of com¬ 
munication. He tlierefbre ordered a company of the 
2-15th Foot to garrison Gulistan Fort, and another ■, 

company to be stationed at Kata Abdulla Fort, botli of 
which places had been titreatened by tribal attack for 
some time past, .■ 

On the 25th August two columns were sent out 
from Charnan to a distance of 30 miles, the first to 
prepare the water-supply at Gatai and to forage to 
Margha-Charnan ; the second to forage west of the road 
towards Shah Pasaiid, These columns were composed ] 

as follows : : , ■- 

M^irghaAJhaman fMimn. ' ^ 

Lieiitetmiit-Ooloiiel T. Kellj 27tli Coinmfindiriff. : 

Lieuteaaiit^Colont^l J, G, Liiidaay^ 3 Compwides of Sapi>ers aitd Minors 
and Euf^inaer Staff. ^ ,■ 

Major R. We^itmacotij Road Coraa\i4ndnnt, ; 

No. 2 Mountain Batteryj 2 ^uiia—Major R* Wace. 

2iid Sind Horso -“ Major Carpondale. 

27 til Bombay Infantry, ; 

Sfmd Fcmand Column. 1 

Lieatenant-Colontil F. S. Iroilodj l Otli Bombay lufanLryj Coinuiandiiig’. f 

Major E. D'O. Twemlow^ r.k. i 

Captfdu W, Loehj Assi.i?tant Political Agont. ■ 

No. 2 Mountain Battory (2 guns). j 

2nd Bombay Li^bt Cavalry (detachment), | 

16 th Bombay Infantry (detachment), i 

Witii the help of these columns Major-General 
Phayre looped to be able to draw supplies from the i 

Niirzai Durani villages in the Kadanm Valley and so 
to stock the fortified post.s, which would be restored 
and again garrisoned as soon as native infantry were '' 

aviiilable for the pinpose. The want of gram and 
forage tlircvugliout Peshin was most serious, owing to 
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the continued drought and the consequent failure of 
the springs. 

. At length the date (30th August) arrived which 
had been fixed for the forward move of Major-General 
I’hayre’s advanced force aeros.s the Khojak. The 
column was composed of the following troops (includ¬ 
ing the forage party pre\aoiisIy sent out): 


Ckiimirtf Brigade. 

Hrigad i er-Oi>i i aral 
IL tv WilkimoiK 


ArfideTy. 


' 15th liiismrsj lieutetmut-OoJouel Ch L^ack, t\B. 

2nd Bombay Light: Cavalry (2 Aqtiadi'ans), Alajor W* fl, J. 
Stopford, 

Poona Hcirao (J equadron), Alajor C, M, Erskbie. 

2jid Sjud Horso, Maj<ir AI. M. Oarpcnddc, 

2ik 1 Madras Light Cavalry (1 squadroa)j Captain \\\ B. 
Warnot- 

r D-B, R.ILA., Alajor F, W. Ward- 
F“2, Ii.A,j Major J. II* J. Dowar. 

14-9, 11. A., Major G* A. Cmwford. 

2 25-pr* gniis, 2 O^pr* guns, (‘aptain K. Bnckk. 

^ No* 2 Aiountaki Battery, Major 11. Wace. 

IitfaniTf r2-nth Foot, Lleateimnt-Colonei W* 1\ Corrie* 

Hriffade. 8th Bombay Jnfautry, Lieutenant-Colonel S* Fellows* 

J 10th J, ,, Major C. E. Blowers. 

Brigadier-General lOtli ,, „ (detachment}, LicutenaiLt-Colonel 

H. II* Jainea, [ F* S. li^edelL 


27id Infantrp 
firigtid^. 

Brlgad iei'-Generfll 
'r. 8. Brown. 


2-I5th Foot (head-quarters and wing), Major K. L. 
Oaahwood. 

88rd Foot (detachment). Captain H. E. Cook, 

5tli Bombay Infantry, Lieutonant-Colonel H. A. C. Hunt. 
I27tli „ „ „ „ T. lieU. 


Ejtgiueer Forre. 


( No. 3 Companv Sappers, LieutenantG- H. W. 0*Snllivau, 
. \ No, 4 „ ' „ „ J. Neville. 

I No. 5 ,j „ J, Et C\ Spllahury, 


The ad\'^ance thus began in accordance with the pre- 
arrjinged plan, but how great had been the obstacles to 
General l^hayre’s preparations and what difficulties he 
had still to contend against are suggested in the follow'- 
ing paragr'aph, written on the 28th : 

“By this time he (Sir F. Roberts) has, I hope, 
learnt my position and the famine-stricken state of the 
country through which I have to march. His (Sir 
F. Roberts’s) march has been most successful in e^^ery 
way; he has supplies to the 8th September. My 
adi’aiieed troops at Aktar Khan and Gatai are doing their 
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best to collect forage and gi’ain. 'J’hey had to blow 
down the towers of Abu Salad, for he was preventing 
that group of villages fi’oni helping us; this putiishment 
should cause grain and forage to flow into Dabrai and 
Gatai. I have ordered a field column to Shah Pasand 
and Dori River route, so as to secure as plentiful a supply 
of wood, water, and forage as possible. My advanced 
force forms at Gatai on f)0th; we shall then pu.sh on as 
fast as weakly state of transport animals will adjuit.” 

Nor was the Major-General free from serious anxiety 
regarding the safety of his communications. On the 
38th Sir Robert Sandeman wired to him ; 

“ To-day I have received fresh news, confirming 
information already received, that there is a consider¬ 
able collection of Achabiais and bad characters on 
Toba, actinjj together under the orders of Sultan Khan. 
Their plan is to take the field directly your troops have 
advanced from Chaman towards Kandahar. They 
intend to attack our lines of communication between 
Kliojak and Quetta, and the villages in Peshin which 
have aided us witli supplies. It is also reported that 
the Shorawak people have similar intentions, and that 
150 of the Khan's mutinous sepoys have gone there. 
T earnestly bring the matter to your notice, and trust 
you will secure the safety of Pesliin by placing a movable 
^:olumn at my disposal to protect the country before 
you march for Kandahar. It will be a very serious 
matter if any of the Brahtii convoys are attacked when 
conveying food to Kala Abdulla." 

With reference to this news Major-General Phayre 
wired on the 30th August to Head-quarters : 

“ Before receipt of Sir Robert Sandeman’s telegram, 
I had issued orders for column for Pesliin under General 
Walker, 'who is also appointed to command posts 
between Segi and Chaman (Gulistan and Kala Abdulla 
being strongly held by detachments of mountain guns, 
European detacliment, and native infantry vrith cavalry). 
But 1 submit, for his Excellency’s consideration, that 
the intelligence received from General Roberts yester- 



596 15th hussars at SHORAWAK. 

day, and that eiven by J*vunrose to-day, that Ayub 
Khan had withdrawn liis'force to the Arghandiib, 4 or 
5 miles north-west of Kandnliar, and that the whole 
countiy from this to Kandahar and around that city 
for a radius of 15 or 20 miles has been denuded of all 
supplies, renders it matter for immediate and serious 
consideration whether, under the circumstances, I 
should advance more of niy troops from Chaman 
towards Kandahar than will be sufficient to re-establish 
and stock with provisions the posts en route, re-establish 
the telegraph, and clear Takht-i-Pul KotaU of the 
tribal gatherings whieh still appear to be hovering 
about it. One brigade of infantry, with some native 
cavalry, mountain guns, and the field batteries, will, I 
tliink, be sufficient for this, setthig free the 15th Hussars 
and wing of 2-15tb Foot for Shorawak, agreeably to 
Sir Robei-t Sandeman’s earnest request that a force 
shoidd be sent there to allay existing excitement, not 
oi'dy in Shorawak itself, but also in the^ Khan of Kalat s 
adjacent territory. I am iiifornied by Capfriin H. W ylie, 
Chief Political Officer, w'ith my force, that plentiful 
supplies of grain and forage can be had for these troops 
in Shorawak, and should his Excellency approve ttie 
measure, our scanty resources on the line of coinmuni- 
cation will be at once relieved and a political object of 
the highest importance gained. Moreover, the Hussars 
will be ill a good climate, ready to advance or return to 
India at the proper time, as the course of events may 
appear to dictate. I have most of ten days supplies 
for force already at Gatai; the rest will follow to-night, 
'ro-morrow I shall occupy Dabrai, after that clear 
'i’akht-i-Pul Kotal and re-establish Abdul Rahman 
post, and thence open communication by the shorte,st 
line with Kandahar. In this way 1 can stock the 
road with supplies, economise nien and food, do 
the utmost possible to assist the large force at Kan¬ 
dahar. The German horse-biscuit, on which I mainly 
depended for use from this to Kandahar, I have just 

' Glilo Kotal. 



learned, was left at Sibi for some days, in spite of 
special instructions personally given to have it fonvarded 
by dak on arrival. 


“ From Kandahar it is reported that Colonel Shewell 
can supply both forces, General Phayie’s and General 
Roberts’s, for a month or six Mreeks, but forage would 
have to be sent up tlie line, and also the reserve depots 
which are at Quetta. With reference to this my 
reports from Gatai outposts are that very little forage 
or grain is procurable there ; the whole route has already 
been foraged by Ayub’s troops. Regarding supplying 
General Roberts’s force for a month, the opinion of the 
Deputy Cominissary*General may alter when he sees 
the list of daily consumption of forage. Perhaps he 
includes Quetta reserve, which 1 am trying to take up." 

On the 1st September the advanced force reached 
Gatai, but unfortunately the water, wliich ought before 
the arrival of the troops to have been brought to tliat 
place from a kare% 17 miles to the east, had not yet 
flowed to within 3^ miles of it. Tlie cavalry and 
artillery, therefore, under the command of Brigadier- 
General Wilkinson, had to push on to JMuhanimad 
Amin without halting, thus performing a very trying 
waterless miirch of 26 miles. Two squadrons of the 
15th Hussars, under Lieutenant-Colonel G. Luck, 
actually marched from Kala Abdulla to Muhammad 
Amin, a distance of 42 miles, without a single case of 
sore-back. 

Next day (September 2nd) the Cavalry Brigade, 
No. 2 Mountain Battery, Sappers and Miners, and 
detachments of the I6th and 27th Bombay Infantry 
occupied Mel Karez, and the rest of the force reached 
Muhammad Amin. 

On the 3rd September the advance was continued, 
and the cavalry reached Abdur Rahman, within 26 
miles of Kandahar. But on this day Major-General 
Phayre received fiom Sir Frederick Roberts de.spatches 
announcing the complete victory gained by the latter 
two days previously over the forces of Ayub Khan, 
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THE LOCATION OF TKOOPS 


and tlie object of the advance to Kandahar, which 
had cost so much anxiety and labour, was thus entirely 
removed. 

Major-General Phayre was requested temporarily 
to locate the troops of his column at the nearest points 
to Kandahar, where water, forage, and supplies were 
locally procurable; accordingly, on the 9th September, 
they were distributed as follows: 

f 16th Huasars. 

Snd Sind Hor,sn. 

2iid Bomhay flight Cavalry* 

2nd Madras Light Cavalry (1 squadron), 
EJLA. 

F-2, R.A, 

No, Boniliay Moantaai Battery, 
nth hhnit. 

16th Foot (wing), 
fi3rd Foot (detachment). 

6th Bombay Infantry. 

10th 

27 th jj jj 

Poona, Horse (detail)ment), 

E-B, RJLA, (2 gMm). 

11^9, 1C A, 

Oil iTiie of eoniinimitation to fh'^rd Foot. 


ConcBiitrated in neigJibourliood 
of Karex-i-Zarak and Khushab, 
Brigadier-General Wilkinson, 

„ „ James. 

,, Brown. 


t]hanian> under Brigadier- < 8th Bombay Infantry. 

Gciieral Walker, 9tU „ j, 

Ibtli jj „ (detaclinieut), 

23rd 

3 companies Bombay Sappers and Min©T??, 

Although the Southern Afghanistan Field Force 
Iiad thus been unsuccessful in its attempt, to gain the 
honour of relieving Kandahar, yet this iU-success could 
not deprive it of a very large measure of praise and 
credit for hard work conscientiously performed in tlie 
fac:e of disheartening difficulties. “ The troops,” wrote 
Major-General Phayre on arriviil at Kala Abdulla, 
“ had already undergone a good deal of hardship during 
their inarch of 148 miles from Sibj. The heat during 
the day was sometimes very great, occasioning excessive 
thirst, which the brackish water of some places foiled 
to quench, and, in addition, injured the health of a 
gi’eat part of the force. 

“ Our transport cattle were good, but weak from 
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GOOD WOKK WELL DONE 


of ^ain and forage; most of the cattle atten- 
dants had deserted* We had few commissariat subor¬ 
dinates, and only one transport and one commissariat 
ofiicer ; consequently a vast amount of departmental 
work devolved on the troops themselves, who, to their 
lasting credit, performed it cheerfully and well. I 
merely mention these facts for the purpose of bringing 
prominently to the notice of iiis Excellency the Corn- 
mcinder-in-Cliief in India that the indefatigable energy 
and zeal with whieli the officers and men of the whole 
force met and overcame the natural difficulties of our 
position are deserving of this record of them: all 
showed by their conduct tliat they meant to succeed 
in thoroughly accomplishing the honourable duty which 
they were called on to perform. 

“ The following instance will show that the same 
zealous spirit actuated the troops with the rear brigade 
of the division. After tlie advanced force had left 
Quetta, the drivers of a convoy of 800 carts laden with 
food supplies, proceeding to the front, deserted and 
could not be replaced at the time. In this dilemma 
Captairi VV^atling, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 
General, arranged with Captain Harpur of his own 
regiment (23rd Bombay Ijight Infantry) to have these 
carts taken on by the sepoys as drivers. Three 
liimdred men, or about half the regiment^ readily 
undertook the work and brought the convoy safely 
to its destination," 


CHAPTER XIX 
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\FFAIRS IN SOUTHKRN AFGHANISTAN, FROM illii !)tm 
SEFJ'EMBB ll TO 31w OECEMBEIl, 1860. 

One of the first tasks undertiiken by Sir Frederick 
Roberts, after the restoration of British authority m 
Southern Afglminstan, was to seek sucli further details 
of the disastrous day at Maiwand us could be gamed 
bv 8 careful survey of the ground; and at the same 
time to proidde for the decent interment of the bodies 
of our soldiers who had fallen in the battle and during 

With this object a column, under the command of 
Bi'ivadier-General Daubeny, and composed, as follows, 
marched from Kandahar on the 0th September: 

Poona Hoi-se (142 sabres). 

3rd Sind Horse (310 sabres). 

C-2, R.A. 

7tli Royal Fusiliers. 

4th Bombay Infantry, 

66th Foot, I n 1 + i, 

1st Bombay Grenadieis. ( Small detach- 

30th Bombay Infantry (Jacob’s RiHes). I irieuts. 

Bombay Sappers and Miner-s. j 

On the march through Sinjiri, Haiiz-i-Madat, 
i^Ata and Kushk-i-Xakhud to the Valley 

(which was reached on the 15th September), 128 bodies 
were found and buried; hve men (of the 1st Bombay 
Grenadiers) and a milk woman, who had been made 
prisoners, were also sent into camp at Sinjin, and the 
fournal of Lieutenant Henn, n.E., was recovered. 

At Maiwand searching parties were tornfiea ana tne 
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Color-Sergeant F. Gover. 
Corpoial E. Malione\^ 
Lance-Corporal L. Vveston. 
j, G, Hiiitoiu 

,, >1 F, Beg^^ 

j, ,, {}. I'uttle. 


Drumme^'n. \ 

C, Barrett. 

J, Groves. 

8500 J. Beard. - 

JVL Darby. 

B. Watts. ' 


R. Doiition. 


4BB Brown. 

J. Moniioii. 

1440 J. Jackson. 

J. Evans. 

S. Wetch. 

G. Carter. 

G. West. 


A, ( ’astle. 

<L Antleraoii* 

Jh Feetiey. 

W. WiifWiii* 
851 J. Jones. 
H, Murrell. 

0, MoCatfreys* 
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whole of the battlefield carefully exaiuined ; a large 
number of bodies were found and buried, some of them 
being identified. Those bodies which liad been super¬ 
ficially interred were re-buried, and over all a funeral 
service was read by the Rev. Mr. Cajie and Father 
Jackson. 

The graves were constructed neatly with earth raised 
over them to the height of about 2^- feet, and with 
stones placed over all. 

On the line of retreat were found and buried 52 
Europeans and 92 natives. 

In the enclosure near tlie battlefield were buried 
85 Europeans and 37 natives. 

The a})proximate number of those buried on the 
field was 409, both Europeans and natives. 

'J.'he bodies of most of the officers of the (iOth who 
had been killed were found in the garden south of the 
village of Khig, where they had rallied round their 
colours.* 

The enemy appeared to have carried most of their 
dead to the village of Mai wand, and to have buried them 
there. Those of Ayub’s regulars who fell were buried 
in a piece of ground about 800 yards north-west of the 
ziarat of Ahmad Shah of Maiwand, where about 300 

^ 'Hie foliowmg British officers, iion^coniTiiiaBioued officers aod men's 
bodies were idoxitifiefl ^nd buried iu the enclosure i 

Major G, F, BlackvTood> H, fLA* 

Lietitemnt T, II. Honn* r.e. 

Colonel J- Galbraithj 66th Foot* 

Captalii W. Hp McMathj 06th Foot, 

Lieutenant M* E. Rayiierj <JI?tlL Foot. 

-j 11. T. Chutej 66 th Foot. 

„ VV'. R. Olivey^ 60th F(Rit. 

(’aptahi H, F. Smithj 30th Bombay Infatitry. 

M. Diamond, 


All of the 6Bth Foot* 








ROBERTS AT PESHIN 

f!?^^^ves were seen, in each of which, the villagers sta 

or three corpses had been interred. Comparatively 
speaking, few gi’ave.s of gliazi.s were found, most of 
them, according to common report, having been taken 
away to their own villages for burial. This statement 
seems to be borne out by the fact that two or three 
bodies belonging to ghazis were found still unburied, 
as the villagers thought it probable that the friends of 
the deceased miglit come and claim them. 

The force under Brigadier-General Daubeny, having 
performed the duty with which it was entrusted, 
marched back to Kushk-i-Nakhiid on the 18th Sep¬ 
tember by a slightly diiFerent route. Parties of cavalry 
were sent out to scout the adjacent country, and four 
or five more bodie.s were found and buried. 

From Kushk-i-Nakhud the column returned to 
Kandahar. 

In the meantime JL/ieutenant-General Sir Frederick 
Roberts, with tlie 3rd Brigade (Brigadier-General 
C. M. MacGregor), had left Kandahar (as related in 
Chapter VII.) on the 8th September, and reached 
Abdur Rahman on the 9th. Thence on the next day 
he telegraphed to the Adjutant-General in India and 
requested to be relieved of his command in October, 
his medical advisers having urged him to proceed to 
England as soon as possible. 

Pending his relief Sir Frederick Roberts continued liis 
march towards Pe.shin, hoping that the change thither 
would benefit his health, and wishing also to have an 
opportunity of meeting Sir Robert Sandenian, and of 
personally discussing with him various matters connected 
with the British occupation of Southern Afghanistan. 

For the moment the question of supplies for the 
large force which had suddenly been massed at Kanda¬ 
har ajid in its neighbourhood, was of more urgent 
importance than any other. So great was the difficulty 
of meeting the demand for grain and fodder, both at 
Kandaliar and on the line of communication, that it 
became necessary for the Government of India to 


■ 
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^arise Sir Frederick Roberts to take such measures 
as he might think fit, !>y detachments or by other 
arrangements, to obtain supplies from outlying districts. 
Acting upon this authority tlie Lieutenant-General’s first 
intention was to divide the 3rd Brigade { 61 acGregor’s) 
into two columns, which were to march respectively 
through Shorawak and by the Kakar Lora to Kawas, 
and eventually to unite at Quetta. He further pro¬ 
posed tliat from Quetta at least the native portion of 
the brigade should be aUowe<i to return at once to India. 

At tlie same time he proposed to move the 2nd 
(Baker’s) Brigade from Kandahar into Peshin. 

'rhese proposals were eventually modified, and it was 
decided that the 3rd Brigade should return to India 
from Quetta, but that it should be used en 7 ‘ 07 £te to 
inflict punishment on the Maris and other tribes wlio 
had given trouble during the past month. At the same 
time the posts on the projected line of railway were to 
be reoccupied, and thereafter a considerable portion of 
the Kabul-Kandahar Force was to return to India vid 
Thal-Chotiali. 

On the 14th September General Roberts and the 
3rd Brigade reached Chaman. A day later the 2nd 
Brigade (Baker’s) of the 3rd Division left Kandaliar en 
route for Quetta, taking with it the sick and wounded 
to the number of 227 fighting men and 76 followers. 

The inarch of a column into Shorawak, proposed by 
Sir Frederick Roberts, was postponed until after the 
General’s meeting with Sir Robert Sandeinan, and 
accoi'dingly on the 16th September the main portion of 
the 3rd (MacGregor’s) Brigade left Kala Abdulla for 
Quetta direct; a column as under, commanded by 
Irieutenaiit-Colonel Rowcroft, 4th Gurkhas, was at the 
same time detached from it and proceeded to Kach 
and Kawas: 


Central India Horse (100 sabres), 
11-9, R.A. (2 guns). 

60th llifles (1 company). 

4Lli Gurkhiis. 




§04 THE IJiVE OF GARRISONS 

' 4 / On the same date Brigadier-General Wall 
brigade of the 2 nfl (Major-General Pliayre’s) Division 
(except the wing of tlie 03rd Foot) marched from 
Peshin for Kandahar. 

The above movements proceeded without incident. 
fl'IacGregor’s brigade reached Quetta on the 18th 
September: its detachment under Colonel Roweroft, 
having visited Kawas, remained at Kach. Baker’s 
brigade marched to Chainan and halted there. Sir 
Frederick Roberts meantime proceeded to Gulistfin, 
where he remained from the IGtli to the 20 th, and there 
he met the Agent to the Governor-General, Sir Robert 
San deman. With Sir Robert. Sandeman the Ijieii- 
tenant-CTeneral discussed the question of the garrisons 
of posts on the line fi'oin Kandahar to Quetta, and it 
wa.s decided that for the present there should be at each 
post two companies of native infantry and forty sabres, 
Mandi Hissai* being furnished from Kandahar and the 
other four posts north of (ilhaman by the 19th Bombay 
Infantry and 8 rd Bombay Cavalry. From Chaman to 
Quetta the ganisons were to be as follows : 


At Cliaman 
At South Khojak 

Kala Abdulla - 

Khushdil Khan ^ ka - 
Kala. 

SBgi , . , . 

Dinar Karez 

MehtarKai, 

Ouliatan Kare?., afl a 
movable eolumii for ' 
Peshin. 


40 mhrefl 1st Madras Light Cavalry, 

2 2J5-pr. 2 9-jpr, detuehniGnt 14“Dj R, A, 

4 companies 24tli Bomniivy liifaiitry. 

12 sabres 1st Madra*8 Li|^lit Cavalry, 

2 companies GSrd Foot, 

2 companies 24t3i Bombay Infantry, 

40 sabres 1 st JMadraid Ligh t Cavaby, 

2 gTins ^- 8 , R, A, 

Head^quarters ami 2 coinpanies (Itlrd Foot, 

2 companies 24th Bombay lufiintry. 

Head-quai'ters and l!«t troop 1st Madras Liglit 
Cavalry. 

2 companies 15Hi Bombay Infantry, 

12 sabres 1st Madras Light Cavalry, 

30 rifles 15th Bombay Infantry. 

12 sabres Ist Madras Light (Cavalry, 

30 rifles IStli Boriilmy Jnfaiitry. 

12 sabrea Ist Madras Light Cavalry. 

00 rifluH i5th Bombay 

1 squadron lat Madras Light Cavalry, 

2 guns 541, R,A, 

4tn Bengal Infantry. 
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With these detachments the posts (ixid line of eora- 
miinication would be quite secure, and in time, as the 
country cpaeted down, some of the larger gan’isons 
might even be reduced. 

Before leaving Gulistan Sir Frederick Roberts issued 
orders for the head-quarters of the Cavalry Brigade of 
the 3rd 'Division, with the 3rci Punjab Cavalry, to march 
from Kandahar to Quetta, and tliere to be in readiness 
to accompany the Punjab fmntier infantry regiments 
to India by Harnai, Sibi, and Thal-Chotiali, should it 
be decided to send them by that route. Hie scarcity of 
the supply of forage at Kandahar was becoming serious, 
and some I'cduetion of the troops there was necessary, 
although in Peshin and Quetta supplies were not more 
plentiful. 

During his meeting with Sir Robert Sandeman the 
Lieutenant-General also discussed the plans for a move¬ 
ment from Chamun on the part of the 2nd Brigade 
(3rd Division) against the Acliakzais. The plan pro¬ 
posed by Brigadier-General Baker, and approved by 
General Roberts, was that the Jh-igadier should march 
over the Bogra Pass on to the 'I’oba Plateau, and thence 
descend by the Arainbi Valley, the mouth of which 
should in the ineimtime be closed by cavalry, to prei^ent 
the Achakzais from escaping into Peshin, 

In accordance with this scheme Brigadier-General 
Baker marched w'ithout tents from Chaman on the 
morning of the 21st September, with the main portion 
of his brigade, as below, taking three days’ suppiie.s; 

3i(l Bengal Cavaby (80 sabres), under Captain G. T. Morris, 

No, 2 Mountain Battery under Major G. Swinley. 

72nd Highlanders under Major C, M. Stock well. 

Slid Sikhs under Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. Boswell. 

Stli Gurkhas under Lieutenant-Colonel A. FitzHugh. 


Three days were spent in ' marching across the 
western part of the I’oba Plateau, and on the 24th 
September the force marched to Ivala Abdulla, where 
it was met by the 3rd Bengal Cavaliy, and tlienee it 
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proceeded by the usual stages to Quetta. There the 
Wigade arrived on the 28th, and from Quetta its 
regiments marched separately to Sibi. 

It lias already been mentioned that the 3rd 
(MacGregor’s) Brigade of tlie 3rd Division was to 
march ii'om Quetta by the Harnai Pass to Kuchali, 
and thence md Thal-Chotiali in the Mari country to 
India, the posts on the line of railway there being mean¬ 
while reoccupied by Bombay ti'oops. 

The composition of General MacGregor’s column 
for the proposed expedition had on the 24th September 
been detailed as follows : 

.3rd Punjab Cavalry. 

11-9, II.A. 

2-eOtli RiHe,s. 

Slid Sikh Infantry. 

3rd Sikh Infantry. 

4th Gurkha Riigimoit. 

6 th Gurkha Regiment. 

In addition to these the following column under 
Colonel Morris, 15th Bombay Infantry, was ordered 
to march .from Kach to Hai-nai, and thence to move 
to Thal-Chotiali simultaneously with Brigadier-General 
MacGregor’s advance to Quat-Mandui in the Mari 
country ’ i 

2ud Bombay Light Cavalry, 139 sabro.s. 

I No. 3 Bombay (Jocobalmd) Mountain Battery (3 guns). 

* loth Bombay Infantry, 309 rides. 

The object of the expedition was obtained with¬ 
out bloodshed, a satisfactory result which Geiiei’al 
MacGregor attributed to the strength of the force 
which accompanied Iiim, and to the plan of march 
by which he wa.s able to cut of!' evei-y avenue of 
retreat from the Mari tribe.smen. 

^ ["'or a full account of tViis Expedition^ Frontier and 
from Jndiu^ VoL HI. 


THE MARCH INTO SHORAWAK OOr 

Tlie brigade was broken up at Drigri, in the 
Deraj at, south of Dera Ghazi Khan, wlierc it arrived 
on the 14th November. 

During the time that General MacGregor’s brigade 
was preparing for the Mari expedition, a small column 
had executed the march into the Shorawak country 
which had been projected in September. 

Shorawak is a narrow strip of country about 40 
miles long by 12 broad, bounded on the north and 
west by the Registan Desert, on the south by the 
khanate of Kalat and on the east by the Sarlat range. 
The inhabitants, who are Brahuis, were friendly, and 
the object of the march was solely to obtain and to 
send to Quetta supplies of grain and forage. I’re- 
eautions had naturally to be taken, however, in ease 
of hostility being met with. 

The troops detailed for the duty were a squadron 
of the 1st Madras Light Cavalry, 2 gun.s of No. 2 
(Jacobabad) Moxintain Battery, and the 4th Bengal 
Infantry, the whole under Colonel Robertst)n, of the 
latter corps. Captain Henry Wyllie, Assistant Agent 
to the Governor-General, accompanied the column. 

Previous to the march of the troops the road over 
the Gwa,jha l/’ass was obstructed by demolitions to 
prevent tlie passage of any ho.stile parties, and w'as 
not reopened until the column was ready to start. It 
marched from GiiUstan Ivarez on the 9th October, 
taking four days’ supply of atta and twenty-one days’ 
supply ot gki and dhal, A company of the 4th Bengal 
Infantry was left in garrison at Gulistan Karez. 

The march of the detachment through the valley 
was accomplished without incident. The people were 
found to be quiet and well-dispo.sed, and the resources 
of tire country as regarded forage and grain were con¬ 
siderable. Tlie column encamped at Mandozai, 35 miles 
north of NLi.shki. in the Kalat khanate, and arrange¬ 
ments were made for the weekly despatch thence of 
supplies to Gulistan for a period of four weeks. 

Meanwhile Lieutenant - (General Sir ' Frederick 


608 OFFICERS IN COMMAND 

Roberts was making active preparation for his de¬ 
parture from Afghanistan. 

In view of this event General Phayre was nomi¬ 
nated for temporary command at Kandaliar, and for 
the permanent command in Southern Afghanistan. 
Major-General R. Hume, c.b., was to command the 
Kandahar communications, rvith Brigadier-General 
Wilkin.son in command of the cavaliy, Brigadier- 
General Brown and a Bombay officer, to be nomi¬ 
nated by the Bombay Army, commanding the 
infantry. 

A few days afterwards instructions w^ere received 
from Array Head-Quarters that the command of the 
troops in Soutli Afghanistan was to fall entirely under 
the Coinmander-in~Chief in India. The Bombay regi¬ 
ments would continue to report to their own Presidency 
on matters connected with interior economy, but as 
regards discipline they would while remaining on service 
be under Bengal. 

Prior to his departure General Roberts issued 
orders for the movement of troops towards India and 
the disposition of troops in Southern^ ^Afghanistan, in 
accordance with the instructions received from Army 
Head-Quarters and the Commander - in - Chief in 
Bombay. 

The disposition of the troops is shovra in the 
following Field Force Orders, published on the lOth 

October, 1880 : 

“ Under instructions from Army Head-Quarters, 
the following distribution of troops is ordered in 
Southern Afghanistan: 


ArtillerY j 5 batteries 


To be located at Kandahar. 

[ D-li, 

li-Jj R,A,j under orders to march from 
Quetta in reliei' of H.A. 

1-^2^ R,A. 

' (Mi. KA., and 14-0, H.A., under orders 
from CUeman to relieve li.A., the 

fi;uMs and eqiTipnient of whicdi heavy held 
V battery will be made over to 14-iJ* 
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C^vBlry j 3 regimi'iits 


^ 9th (Queen's Royal) Lanisers (to be relieved 
by 13tii flussarfij whkli regiment may 
he expected ti> leave India towards th© 
end of November). 

Till (.Cavalry: this regiment will 

reach !fhbi at end of October. 

Poona ilorsej or 2nd Sind Horsej as General 
Pbayre may determine. 

r 2“7th Fusiliers. 

Bi-itligli Jnfaiitryj 4 battalious , | 

[ J>3rd Fool 

3rd Rongal Native Infantry. To march 
from Quetta when equip]^d with wami 
clothing* 

4th Bengal Native Infantry, at present 
employed in Sborawak, to march for 
ICaLidahar ou return of Sliorawak Movable 
Column* 

17th Bengal Native Infintry to mareli for 
Kandahar when relieved by 13th BnmbEiy 
Native Infantry* 

5th Bombay Nativ^e Infantry, 

9th Bombay Native InfaLitry. 

No* 3 (Company Bombay Sappei^ and 
Miners, 


Native Titfontry, 6 battalions 


To ffnrrlmn Fo,’iU upon Une^of Comnmnifrathn. 


Mandi Uissar , 


Abdur Rahman 


Me! l^areK 


Babrai 


(ilatai 


(^lijiman 


Kala Abdulla , 


■I 


2 eompaines native irilautry. 

1 troop cavalry (to Le found by tiie Kan dab ar 
garriRou). 

I Head-quarters and 2 companies Bth B!:iiTibay 
. n Native Infantry* 

I I troop tiiivalty, 

-f 2 compmnes Bth Burnliay Native Infantry* 

\ 1 troop cavalry* 

/ 2 compaaies 8tb Ihnnbay Native lufantry* 

\ 1 troop faivalry* . 

/ 2 companies 0th Bombay Native lufanlry* 

I 1 troop cavalry. 

' Heiid^quartcra and 4 companies 4th Bombay 
Nntivo Infhiilry^* 

1 troop CttvaUy* 

2 guiis Jacohrtbad Monntaiu Battery (No. 2), 
tcniporarily employed in Sliorawak and 
bo he located during the winter at Gulistan 
Karez* 

eoTn|ianie3 4th Ihunbay Nati^'e Infantry, 
troop cavalry (furnishing detachment at 
Khushdll Kban). 


( 3 eo 
, ( I tr. 

( K 


39 
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§L 


Klui^hm Khan KaU 


( ] comjmny 4th iiombay Native Infantry. 

I 1 dafadnraiid 12 s^ibres (from Kala Abdul k). 


Gulistau KiiroE (equipped as a 
movahhj column). 

Quethi Gandson (futiiisluiig f 
guards at Seglj, Dinar Kiirestj 
and MehtaiTCftij wiiicb should 
be withdrawti whenever , 
political aiitlioritics consider 
the step possible l also fur- 
Jiiahing neceBsary guards in 
the Bolan), 


2 gnus No. 2 Mmmtjiiti Hattery (temnorarily 
witjidrami from Chauiaii garriaony 

1 equadron 2nd Madras Light (Cavalry. 

27th Bombay Native lufantry, 

5-a, B A. 

R,A. 

2 gtiTis, No. 2 Mountain Battery (Jacoba- 
bad). 

7Btb High landers, 

1 troop ist Madras Light Cavalry, 

13th Bonilmy Native Infantry. 

23rd „ ,, 


“ Belonging to the Quetta garrison, bnt to be 
encamped during tiie winter months in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of 'riiai: 

A-4, E.A. 

1st Madrws Light Cavalry (remainder). 

28th Bombay Native Infantry.” 

[Tlieii followed the disposition of trwps on the 
Harnai line of eommimication,] 


■*■*■»■** 

“ The movements of the troops beyond Quetta "will 
be ordered by Major-General Pliayre in eominimi ca¬ 
tion with the Quartermaster-General, Bombay Army.” 

Sir Frederick Roberts left Quetta for Sibi on the 
12th October, and on tlie lotb he handed over command 
of the troops in Southern Afghanistan to Majr)r-General 
R. Phayre, and started by train for India. 

Shortly before leaving Quetta Sir Frederick Roberts 
addressed the followijrg letter to Major-General Phayre: 

“ Quetta, OctobcT ^rd ,—Regarding the movement 
of a portion of the Kandahar troops to a distance, for 
the purpose of opening out districts in whicli supplies 
are known to exist, and for the creation of reserves of 
supplie.s for winter consumption, the season is too far 
advanced for the march of any force into Kliakrez or 
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Tirin ; nor do I think it desirable to detach a small 
body of troops in a mountainous district where a lar^^e 
coliunn coidd not easily be maintained. The sy.stem of 
creating several centre.s for the purpose of obtaining 
supplie.s, within a comparatively short radiu.s from 
Kandahar, will no dt)u;bt he attended with good 
results, and until transport is available is the only 
course immediately possible; but so soon as the 
necessary number of troops can be equipped for move¬ 
ment, it will, 1 think, be necessary to send a force 
towards the Helmand, in order that supplies from 
districts upon that river or beyond may dow into 
Kandahar. This force shoiild consist of 'D-B, Royal 
Horse Artillery, four guns 6-8, Royal- Artillery, two 
squach’ons 9th Lancers, one regiment native cavahy, 
two British and two native infantry regiments, and 
should be under the command of Brigadier-General 
Wilkinson. It might be sufficient, in the first instance, 
for these troops to be advanced as far as Kushk-i- 
Nakhud, and thence, as circumstances might dictate, 
to tlie Helmand at Giiishk, or towards Kala-i-Bist. At 
Kushk-i-Nakhud it would draw supplies from Khakrez 
and the districts on the Helmand above (iririshk. I 
nmuld keep the force together, placing no detachment 
between it and the Kolikaran, arrangements for main¬ 
taining coinmimication by local sowars being organised 
in the Pohtieal Department. I do not think that any 
troops should remain absent from Kandaliar through¬ 
out the winter, hut that during December, .January, 
and February it will be necessary to concentrate and 
provide shelter and hospital accommodation close to 
Kandahar itself. Yet tliroughout November the move¬ 
ments of troop.s will probably be found practicable, and 
efforts should be made to provide the requisite amount 
of carriage for the despatch of such a force, apart from 
the movements towards India already ordered. A 
march to the Helmand and back, lei.surely conducted, 
might occupy six weeks. It is tlierefore necessarj^ for 
you to consider whetiier it cim be carried out ; to state 
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lyali.'s ^memorandum 
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■when it may be commenced; and what staff officers 
would be detailed to aeeoinpany Brigadier-General 
Wilkinson in order that Ids command may be properly 
constituted. 'Die British infantry regiments to go 
slionld be the 11th and fiSrd Foot. IMease name 

native regiments chosen,” 

With reference to this proposal (general I'hayre 
consulted with Colonel O. St, .rohn when the latter 
stated that he could form, by native agency, a central 
supply depot at the Band-i-l'aimur, on the lower 
Arghaiidab River, whence gi-ain and forage could be 
sent to Kandahar. It was proposed to send in addition 
the force under Brigadier-General Wilkinson, but its 
despatch was delayed for want of transport. Most of 
tire Kandahar transport Imd gone with convoys or 
troops towards India, and tlie seiious deficiency caused 
thereby was discussed on the 29th October by General 
Phayre, Mr. A. C. 1 .yall (Secretary to Government m 
the Efireigu Department), and Sir Robert Sandeman. 
Mr. Lyall wrote on tins subject the foliomng 

memorandum; i ^ • 

“'fhe position is this, that at present the toree is 
not movable for want of transport, of which there is 
little at the moment available at Kandahar. 

“ That if you bring up surplus transport from 
India merely m order to strengthen your re.sources 
here you will put such a severe strain on your stores 
of supplies along the line of coinmiinieation that you 
run very great risk of interruption of the line, and 
consequent severance from your base by failure of 
supplies for any considerable movement ot troops 
along the road. 

“ That by continuing, as now, to purchase as many 
camels as can be procured at Kandahar, you may 
calculate on increasing your transport at the average 
rate of forty camels daily, so that in two or three 
months yon may work up to a fair proportion or 
mobility for the Kandahar force. 

“That you can feed all the transport you can 
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possibly purchase at the above rate for the next four 
months, if the stipulated condition of one month’s 
supply in store is not required. F(,ir this reserve there 
is not (arriage to bring it in, but we may rely on eight 
or ten days’ reserve, probably more, as until tiie trans¬ 
port purchiises reach a consideraljle number we sliall 
have a large margin; that is, the supplies will pour in 
faster tlian the animals. But the regular influx of 
supplies depends on the maintenance of tranquillity in 
the country, as it is brought in by local citrnage ; and 
it is not proposed to send out parties as guards and 
escorts or forage parties during the winter if avoidable. 

“ 2. The exertions of the politicia! officers, in 
co-operation with the military, should therefore be 
directed — 

“(1) Towards keeping the supplies flowing in, by 
enlisting the services of the headmen of 
clans and places, in facilitating collection 
and safe import into Kandahar, on the 
under-standing that this is their best way of 
sartng’ us the necessity of sending out 
troops and forage parties into their villages ; 

“(2) Towards helping the collection and purchase 
of transport as speedily as possible. 

“0. If we can rely on a fair- and .substantial prospect 
of promising supplies and transport at Kandahar, this 
will preclude the net'essity of wintering a force on the 
Helmand —a measure wliich is, in my opinion, open to 
several military and political objections.” 

“This memorandum,” wrote Genei’al Phayre on 
the 30th October, “ describes the assistance which the 
Political Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel St. John, r.e,, 
will be able to afford in the matter of grain and forage 
for transport for the fbi*ce at Kandahar itself, and 
tlie line of communication, as far as Ciianiai'i, during the 
present winter. 

“ It ivili be observed that this operation is conditional 
upon the maintenance of tranquillity in tlie country, and 
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the consequent willingness of the people to bring in 
supplies of grain and forage on local transport. The 
number and description of animals \vhi<!h it is intended 
to retain at Kandahar during the winter are as follow's; 

Camels . . .^bnat 250 only hiiTO tn be purchased. 

Vabiis. . , t GO “J 

Ponies . » 1^585 f A inmiber at present iintitj but tho.^e received 

Mules. . G 82 C fTom Kabul Force are included^ 

Pack bullockfl s 428 J 

Draught biillook-! 1^200 'Diey will l>© ready for work iiv a montlL 

Duukeya . . 110 


“All this transport represents about 3,700 camels. 

“ I do not tliink it would he safe to keep up a less 
estahli.shinent tliiui the above for Kandahar, and it.s 
immediate communication with Chainan. 

“ Sibi fo Quetta and Ckama'/i.—From Sibi to Quetta 
there is a bi-w'eekly train of fifty carts. Government 
transport. 

“ Sir R. Saudeman has made a contract with the 
Rrahui sardars to convey 1,000 maunds of food supplie.s 
per diem, warm clothing, etc., from Sibi to Cliainan by 
the 30th November. 

“ There is a Government transport train of fifty 
carts bi-w'eekly from Quettfi to Kala Abdulla. 

“ Across the Khqiak a train of pack animals has been 
organised. 

“ 'i’he forage difficulty between Quetta and Chanian 
will be met by the establishment of a .strong gracing and 
gr;iss-pres.sing depot in Sliorawak. A large nimiber of 
sickly aninmls, liorses, etc., might be sent there.” 

Little remains to be told of the year 1880. At 
Kandahar the principal interest centred in the arrange¬ 
ments between the Indian Government and the Wali 
Slier iVli Khan, whieli concluded with the voluntary 
retirement of the latter to India, The announeement 
of this intention w'as made public on the 30th November, 
and the Wali left Kandahar on tiie 16th December. 
It was foreseen that the departure of the Wali fore¬ 
shadowed tlie withdraw'al of the British force at no 
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distant date, and the sinrender of the province either to 
the Amir Abduir Rahman or to Sardar Ayub Khan. 

Meanwhile tlie troops ot the force were suffering 
seriously from their location in South Afghanistan. 
Every possible effort Avas made to procure wdiolesome 
food for the men and to improve tlie sanitation of the 
quarters and camps at and around Kandahar. It was 
inevitable, however, that the ei'ents of August and 
September should be followed by sickness amongst the 
troops who had been subjected to so severe a strain. 
Moreover, to the insanitary conditions consequent on the 
concentration of the Afghan army in the neighbour- 
luiod, immediately followed by the arrival of two large 
Rritisli divisions, were added the dangers, no less serious, 
arising from the want of proper clothing, heavy niglit 
duties, great variation of temperature, and intense cold 
at night. 

On the 28th November there were 381 European 
patients (of Avhich 111 w^ere ca.ses of dysentery) in the 
hospitals at Kandahar: 107 belonged to the Kandahar 
gan'ison, including the sick left beiiind of the Reiigal 
Army and the 1st Bombay Division ; the other 174 c.aine 
in from the Cavalry Brigade at Kohak and the 1st 
Brigade in the Arghandab Valley; of these the 2-11th 
Foot alone furnished 128 sick, and on the 16th 
Decentiber this regiment had 138 men in hospital out of 
a total strength of .556. 

I'he relief of the regiments in the force was, however, 
now in progi-ess. The 9th Lancers and 3-15th Foot had 
suffered much from sicktiess. 'fhe former left Kandaliar 
for India (on relief by tlie Ifith Hussars) on the 
23rd November. The 3~15th had already marched 
on the 8th November. On the 3nd December the 
4th Bengal Infantry in Shorawak were relieved by 
tlie .5th Bombay Infantry, and about tlie same datti the 
Bengal troops under Major Anderson at Quat-Mandai 
in the Mari country (11-9, Royal Artillery, two guns, 
3rd Punjab C'avalry, one squadron, 2nd Sikhs) were 
relieved by a .squadron of the 1st Ma^’as Light Cavalry, 




two guns of No. 2 (Bombuy) Mountain Battery, and 
the noth Bombay Infantry ; Major Anderson’s troops 
marched to Sibi and were railed thence to their re¬ 
spective destinations in India. 

On the 10th November Major-General R. Hume 
was appointed to succeed Sir Frederick Roberts in the 
command of the Southern Afgiianistan I’ield Force, 
with the Ibllowing .staff; 

Lieutenatil^ColoHel IK A. Doptity Adjutant and Quartarmasrter- 

Oeneral* 

Ma^or tX J. Buniott, Assistiiiit Adjutant Gene ml. 

Major M, .1. Kin^-HiirmaUj A&sistnnt Quai-terma^^ter-tioneral, 

Afajor P. C. fitoryj Doputy Assistant Quiu*terniaster-<ion<5raL 

Major-General Phayre reverted to his original 
appointment oi' Commandant of the I.iire of Com¬ 
munication, his staff comprising the following officers, 
who were already hi ling the appointments named: 

Major CX A. Ciuuiinpjham, Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 

Major J. Jopp, Assi^-taot (Jusu tunnaster^Gencial 

Major A. R. Heyland, Deputy Assistant Quartermastor^jeneral 

'J’he force at Kandahar now consisted of: 

A Kiivn.lp' hrigado under Urigadier-Geuera] H, C. Wilkinson. 

Tl>ree iuieiitry brigades under Brigadior-Generals G. C. Walkerj 
T. S. .Brcnrij^ ancl M. H, James, 

Five batteries of artillery (] horae^ % fteld^ 1 moinitain, I under 

!lrigadier*General Denin de Vitre^ h.h.a, 

Major-General Hume arrived at Kandahar on the 
2i)th No\^ember and took over command from Major- 
General Phayre, who left for Quetta on the following 
day: 

At the same time it was determined to locate a 
movable column, under tlte command of Brigadier- 
General J. H. Hendenson, near Gwal, of which the 
primary duty was to constitute a first rt:serve for the 
troops at Kandahar in case of need ; it was also to serve 
as support to the line of posts generally. Kach was 
considered to lie the best centre for this column, in 
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consequence of the ready communication thence with 
Quetta, as well as towards Kandahar and Sibi. But the 
difficulties of procuring forage during the winter months 
either at Kach, Gwal, or Kasim Kala were such that it 
was eventually (16th November) decided by General 
Phayre that the best course to pursue wtis simply 
to hold the troops for the column in readiness, and 
not to move them until further arrangements could 
be made for their supply. 


CHAPTER XX 


THE BRITISH FORCE IN SOUTHERN 
JANUARY, UfSl, TO THE FINAL 
KANDAHAR, 


AFGHANISTAN FROM 
WITHDRAWAL FROM 


opening of the new year found tlie population of 
Kandahar outwardly tranquil, but secretly disturbed and 
excited by the growing niinours of the withdrawal of the 
British, as well as by exaggerated accounts from tierat 
of the activity of Ayub Ivlian. Reports were received 
from Tirin and from beyond the Helinand of disturbances 
and outrages by the partisans of Ayub; it was apparent 
that systematic efforts were^being made to stop the 
usual passage of supplies to Kandahar ; and it was said 
that a raid was contemplated on Kushk-i-Nakhud, where 
the British Government was believed^ to liave large 
stores of gi'ain and money. Colonel St. John, British 
Resident at Kandahar, feared that this incipient uneasi¬ 
ness would be considerably augmented when it became 
more generally known that the withdrawal of the 
British was contemplated in the near future. Nothing 
like a formidable rising was to be expected, nor was this 
local movement likely to receive serious support from 
Herat ; but General Hume reported that it might, 
nevertheless, affect the garrison through the obstruction 
of the supply of food, besides weakening the prestige of 
the British army of occupation in the country generally. 
Colonel St. John argued tliat althougli the agitation 
was of so trifling a nature as to be easy to quell by the 
levies of the local governors, yet the numbers of these 
were small, and the governors, believing from the 
inaction of the British troops that they were about tq 
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quit the country, would probably not exert themselves 
zealously on behalf ol the Bj'itisli Government. 

The western roads to the Helmand were the only 
ones that remained open during the winter, those to the 
east and nortli being liable to be blocked by snow; and 
it was from tlie Ilelmand districts that the General 
looked for the supplies of grain and wheat to prevent 
ids reserve stock fiom diminishing, as well as for any 
considerable number of camels to supply the many 
deficiencies in the transport of the force. 

Colonel St. John therefore recommended the des¬ 
patch of a small force, of which cav^alry sliould form the 
greater part, in order to secure the tranquillity of the 
neighb<>uring districts ; a large column, it was thought, 
would be difficult to feed, and would also tend to 
convey the impression that extended operations were 
in contemplation. In compliance with tliis suggestion 
General Hume proposed to detach a force under General 
V\ ilkinson, to march on Maiwand, vid Karez-i-Salim, at 
an early date, composed as follows J 

13th Ilussars (300 sahres). 

Poona Horse (400 sabres), 

6-8, JR.A. (Mountain Battery). 

27th Boinbfiy Inlantry (500 rifles). 

No. 3 Company Sappers (| conipiny). 

As a reserve to the above, the following were to be 
held in readiness for immediate movement: 


1)-B, R.H.A., at Kohkaraii. 

63rd Foot (700 rifles) at Kandahar. 

In the place of the 13th Hussars tiie gaivison at 
Kolikaran was to be reinforced by a portion of the 
2nd Sind Horse a nd one wing of the 2-11 tli Foot. These, 
wnth D-B, Royal Horse Artillery, and the 10th Bombay 
Inlantry^ coivipleted the strength of that statiuii, 

A site w^as selected for Brigadier-General Wilkinson’s 
camp at a point 38 miles west of Kandahar, within 
direct heliograpliie communication with Kandahar; and 
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detachments of the 2nd Sind Horse at Sinjiri and 
Karez-i-Saliin would form a line of detached posts 
between the advanced force and General Hume’s 
head-quarters in the city, 

Tlie proposed movement was sanctioned from Army 
Head-Quarters on the 14.th January, and on the 20th 
idem Brigadier-General Wilkinson’s column concen¬ 
trated at Sinjiri. Mr. Merk accompanied tlie column 
as I’olitical Officer, 

Meanwhile ^'^arious movements and reliefs had been 
taking place in tlie Southern Afghanistan Field Force. 
In consequence of the intense cold the southern Kliojak 
post was withdrawn on the 6th January, and the 
garrison marched to Kala Abdulla. On the 8th idem 
the head-quarters of the 8th Bengal Cavahy marched 
from Sibi for Kandahar, while on the following day 
one squadron of the same regiment wdth the 29tli 
Bombay Infantry {forming Sir Robert Sandeinair’s 
escort, now broken up) arrived at Sibi from IMandai, 
and various oilier movements took place and on the 
line of communication. 

On the 21st January, as Major-General Hume was 
preparing to leave Jiandahar to join Brigadier-General 
Wilkinson’s column, orders were received by him to 
furnish a detailed scheme, for submi.ssion to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, for the withdrawal of the Hritisli troops 
from Kandahar. Such a scheme was to be arranged 
with a view to the fact that oniy existing trans¬ 
port was to be used. Tlie scheme consequently 
propounded by Major-General Hume was furnished 
to the Commander-in-Chief on the 8th February. 

In his arrangements he assumed that the withdrawal 
of the force would begin about the 16th of IMarch, so 
as to enable the troops returning to India to reach their 
stations as eai-ly as possible. Operations before that 
date were precluded by the expectation of snow and 
rainy weather, w^hich w^ould render the movement of 
troops difficult and unhealthy. 

It was estimated that carriage up to 30,000 maunds 





HE CATIT TRAIN DISCONTINUED 62 

would be required for the withdrawal, but the transport 
available at Kandahar on the 27th January was only 
equal to about 15,000 maimds. or about one-half of 
wliat was required. As hired trarispoi't was difficult 
to procure at Kandaliar, and it was doubtful whether 
owners at that place would accompany tlie withdrawal, 
General Hume directed that hired carriage to supple¬ 
ment the Government transport should be brought 
from esist of the Khojak. It would probably take at 
least five weeks to complete this operation, so that the 
t.5th March and the 1st April were respectively fixed 
as the earliest possible dates for the beginning and 
completion of the retirement. 

During tlie winter, in consequence of the difficulty 
of obtaining forage. General Hume had ordered the 
discontinuance of the cart train from Sibi to Kandahar. 
It was now necessary to move all this carriage, as well 
as a\'ailable pack carriage, up to Kandahar ■without 
delay (if the withdr.awal was to begin on the 16th 
March) as the carriage w'ould, even thus, only reach 
Kandahar by the 15th March. Aceordingty, three 
divisions of the cart train, or 6,000 bullocks with 1,350 
carts, with grain for the consumption of the bullocks 
en route and for delivery at Chaman and other posts 
west of the Khojak, left Sibi between the 7th and 16th 
February. 

Three hundred and fifty spare bullocks accompanied 
the first cart division, to replace casualties at Kandahar; 
and with the second cart divi.sion were sent 116 artillery 
bullocks, for spare wagons in the arsenal at Kandahar. 
J’hese spare bullocks were provided with leading-yokes, 
thus enabling a load of ten maimds being eaiTied in 
cai’ts with double teams, instead of only eight, which 
was the load for single teams. 

All the above arrived at Kandahar by the 20th 
March. 

At the same time the purchase of camels at Kanda¬ 
har w^as continued, and orders were issued for the 
completion of many minor details on the line of com- 
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munications. l^osts were stocked with provisions, 
grahi, and forage; camp equipage for standing rest 
camps was pi’epared at the various stages in the IJolan; 
and all surplus stores and equipment were removed 
from stations and depots in Peshiii or at C^haman to 
Quetta, The road between Quetta and Kandahar was 
divided into two sections, commanded respectively by 
Major A. F. Reid, 29th Punjab Infantry, and Lieu¬ 
tenant W. J. R. Wiclcharn, 68rd Foot; and these 
oiiicers thoroughly inspected the road and arranged for 
the repair and cleaning of it and of the camp grounds. 

The supply of forage upon the road between 
Kandahar and Chaman had always been kept up^ by 
the Road Commandant, Major Westmacott. Tliat 
officer now went down the line, summoning the maliks 
of the adjacent country, and explained to them that 
they should make a special effort to meet the demand 
for forage. Pie said that although this was a heavy 
call upon them, yet it was a final one, and that, if they 
now made up the quantity required, he would guarantee 
that no man of the force should enter their villages. 

On the other hand, if the supply was not forth¬ 
coming, Major Westmacott would hold them re¬ 
sponsible, and take out foraging parties in their villages, 
and cut what was required; at tlie same time, with the 
permission of the Commissariat Department, the rates 
of purchase were raised. These arrangements worked 
admirably, and when the troops moved down an ample 
supply of forage and firewood was ready at each post. 

On the I ifh February General Wilkinson’s column 
returned from Maiwand to Kohkaraii, and such of the 
troops as were under orders for Kandahar marched 
there the next day. The expedition had been very 
successful. Connecting posts were established at Sinjiri 
and at Karez-i-Salim, and the main body encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Maiwand ; the supplies there were 
pientifiil, and the strain on the coimtry round Kandahar 
was thus reliev ed ; the tranquillity of the Hehnaiid 
district was at the same time secured, many of the 



Alizai chiefs tendered their submission, and the west¬ 
ward roads from Kan<lahar were opened for traffic, 
thus allowing of the free flow of s\ipplies to the camp 
and city. 

On the 34th February General Hume was informed 
that the Government of India approved of the scheme 
of withdrawal from Kandahar submitted by him on 
the 8th February, and the Major-General eonsequeritly 
continued his arrangements preparatory to beginning 
tlte withdrawal on the 16th March. Already two con¬ 
voys of ordnance stores had left Kandahar on the Dth 
and 17th February respectively, "fhe latter of these 
experieneed very severe weather on the march to Quetta, 
and a nunii)er of casualties occurred amongst the trans¬ 
port animals, which were in W'eak and poor condition 
{liter the short rations of the winter months. In conse¬ 
quence of these casualties 850 spare bullocks were 
ordered forward : 400 for Kbojak and Kandahar, 350 for 
Gulistan, and 100 for Quetta and Mach. A few days 
later (36th f'ebruary) 1,000 mules, yah us and ponies, 
wdtli 500 other pack animals, left Sibi for Kandahar. 
With a view to further supplementing the Government 
transport at that place, the Director of transport on 
the line of communication had been instructed to 
hire and send to Kandahai: a further thousand camels. 
These left Sibi in batches between the 30th and 20th 
Februaiy, the last batch being included in the convoy 
mentioned above. 

On the 10th March a tliird convoy of ordnance 
stores left Kandahar, and on the 16th idem a convoy 
of carts witii medical store.s had started. 

Meantime Major-General Hume had oi*dered the 
preparation of rest camps for 800 men each in the 
Kolan, with which object the first convoy from Kanda¬ 
har had carried down all available F.F. tents. This 
arrangement enabled regiments returning to India to 
store their camp equipage in the arsenal at Quetta, 
wiiere the second reserve of ammunition, entrenching 
tools, and followers’ arms were also handed over, 
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together "svitli the ammunition in the wagons of the 
artillery and their camel boxes, witli the equipment 
belonging to tliem. By this means the requisitions 
for railway eandage were considerably reduced, and in 
several cases it was possible to despatch from Sibl rail¬ 
head complete corps in a single train. 

Officers were appointed, as far as practicai)le, to each 
post in the Bolan; but where this was not possible, 
one officer had two posts under his command, each of 
which he visited three times during the week. He was 
assisted by a medical officer or medical subordinate to 
superintend the sanitary and conservancy ari,-angements. 

Hy the 21st March all transport, arrangements for 
the evacuation were completed at Kandahar. But no 
orders had yet been received intimating when tlie move 
was to take place. In the bazaars the belief that tJie 
city wa,s about to be handed over to the Amir had 
created great excitement, which was much fostered by 
doubts as to the .stability of tire new rule at Kabul, and 
by the rumours of Ayub’s activity at Herat, One of 
the first results of these disquieting reports was that 
a large number of Hindu traders and others began to 
make preparations to precede the British army in its 
withdrawal, which was known to be imminent, but the 
exact date of which was still unsettled, 

iVt length, on the 27th March, Major-General 
Hume was instructed to be prepared to withdraw from 
Kandahar about the 10th April. The Amir was send¬ 
ing from Kabul a force which was to take over charge 
of the city and province on the departure of the British, 
and it was expected that tliis force would arrive on or 
about the above date, ff'he first intentions of (ilovern- 
ment were to march part of the retiring troops to India 
by way of Thal-Chotiali, but the Coinmajider-in-Chief 
showed how strong ^vere the arguments against this 
course, now that the hot w'^eather had begun, and the 
idea was abandoned. Detailed instructions for the 
march were issued from Army Head-Quarters on 
tlie (>th iVpril, when the Sliorawak Column was 
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' authorised to move to Sibi as soon as the witlidrawal 
should eominence. 

All this time the surplus stores fmd invalids had been 
leaving Kandahar at intervals, and on the 1st jV.pril 
the last sub-division of^ cftrts, containing the final 
detachment of these details, started for Quetta, 'where 
it arrived on the 15th April. 

Meanwhile further efforts were made to improve the 
road betwepj Kandahar and the south of the Khojak, 
a work which was considerably impeded by the heavy 
rain whieli fell early in April, and did much damage on 
the line. 

At Kandahar during the first fortnight of April all 
was quiet. News was received from time to time of 
the approach oi the Amir’s force of or;eupation, the 
cavalry of 'which wa.s at Robat on the 5th, and the 
infantry and guns at Shahjui on the same date; and on 
the 7th it was reported that the wliole force would be 
at Kandahar by the 15th April at the latest. Hut in 
some of the country tiistriets the news of the approax;hing 
withdrawal of the British appeared to have a disquieting 
effect, an example of which 'was given by the Achak- 
zais of ’J’oba. Their chiefs refused to obey the summons 
of the Political Agent for the settlement of compensa¬ 
tion on account of recent robberies, and i t seemed 
likely that they might give some trouble, in which case 
it was feared that the Kakars might also be induced to 
join. This intelligence tiie Agent to the Gt ivernor- 
General telegi'aphed to General Hume, sugge.sting that 
the post at Kushdil Khan shojild be strengtliened. 
General Hume accordingly reinforced tlie post with the 
squadron of Madras Cavalry from Shorawak, and a 
company of the 5tli Bombay Ini'antiy' ; w hile tw'o guns 
of 5-8, Royal Artillery, w^ere ordered to be held in 
readiness to move from (Juetta to Kushdil Klian if 
required. 

On tlie 9tb April formal instructions for the with¬ 
drawal of the British force from Kandahar were issued 
to Ma,j or-General Hume, in a telegram from the 
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Quartermaster-General in India. The Major-General 
was asked to select, in consultation with the Political 
Agent, the earliest date after the TOth April convenient 
for beginning the withdrawal. 

Chaman was to be occupied as our advanced post. 
All garrisons and posts in the Peshin Valley were to 
continue in the occupation of our troops, and to be held 
by portions of the Quetta gaiTison, thus relieving the 
present want of accommodation at tliat place. 

The Quetta garrison w'as to consist of— 


7th Cavalry, 

2nd Sind Horae. 

It A. (Field), 

Ko. 1^-0. It. A. (ferrisnii)* 

No. JR. A, (Mountain). 

Noei. S and 4 ('ompauie*^ Homliay 
Sappers. 


61st Foot* 

63rd Foot, 

3rd IterJ gal Native Infantry. 
IJtli Born bay Native Infantry. 
13 th Bombay Native Inthntry, 


And the 13th Hussars, if sufficient forage were available. 

Along the Harnai line and at Thal-Cliotiali the 
following force was to be retained; 

1st Sind Horse. 

No, 1 Mountain Battery^ in pt‘lief of No. 2, 

4tli Bombay Riflew. 

8th Bombay Native Infantry. 

15th Bombay Native Infantry. 

24?th Bomlmy Native Infantry. 

After consulting with tlie Political Resident at 
Kandahar, Major-General Hume telegraphed to the 
Quartermaster-General that the ISth April would be 
the earliest date when it would be convenient to begin 
moving his force from Kmidahar. He intended to 
move in four columns, of 'which the Iasi would leave 
Kandahar on the 22nd April. 

General Hume also notified that forage could be 
provided for the 18th Hussars at Quetta, in addition to 
that required for the native cavalry regiments. 

The following distribution for the Peshin outposts 
was sanctioned : 
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I .hfiniaii 


Kda Abdulk 


Oulistaii 


KiiBhdil Khpin 

Se^fi . 

Dinar-Karoa 

ftfehterjsat 


^ 7th Beiij^al Cavalry (1 squadron), 

5-B, U. A, (2 ^uris); 

Nf>. 3 C^fmtpaiiy Btnnbay Sappers. 

^ *3rd Bengal Tnmnti'y {wing)* 

' 7th Bengal Cavalry (1 squachnn), 
5-8^ li A. (2 ginia), 
fill'd hoot (2 companies). 

8rd Bengal Infantry (2 eompaiues), 

' 2nil Sind Horse (1 squadroii)* 

H.A, (2 guns). 

(iBrd Foot (2 eornpinies). 

Srd Bengal Infantry (2 compinies)* 

7tli Bengal C'avalry (1 aquarlrnu). 
9tii Bombay Infantry (wing). 


M at prcisentj wjr. 


Ath and I8tli Bom hay Inlautry 
(detachments). 


General Hume was ordered to begin the retirement 
on the 18th April. Every portion of the mov'^ement 
was to be earrietl out in elo.sest consultation with the 
political authorities. 

The following gan’isons were approved on the 
Harnai route: 


Kucli . 

Ohapar 

Sharigh 

Hamai 

'Hial^Cliotiali 
Spin Tangi, 

Handakin Daf 

Nari Gorge. 
Sihi 


/ 2nd Sind Horse (25 sahroa). 

\ 4th Bom bay Ijifautry (head-quarters and f> com]>atues)* 
4th Bombay Infantry (2 coinjmnies), 

24th Bombay Infantry (2 companies). 

( lat Sind Hortte (1 squadron). 
i No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 guna), 

[ 24tb Bombay Infantry (heiid-qnarterjs and 4 complaineiy). 
" No. ] Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

■ 15th Bombay Infantry. 

^ Tst Sind Horse (head“qiiarter.«i and 1 squailron). 

24th Bombay Infantry (2 companies), 

f ist Sind Horse (I troop). 

No, 1 Mountain Batte^ (2 guns), 

8tli Bombay Infantry (head-quarter.'^ and 2 companies), 
f 1st Sind Horse (25 sabres). 

\ Bth. Bombay Infantry (50 ridee). 
f 1st Sind Horae (25 sabres). 

\ !jtk Bombay Infantry (200 rjfleH). 


The posts in the Bolan were held by detachments 
of the 8th Bombay Infantry. 

Arrangements were made for nine rest eamps on 
the Bolan route as far do^vn as railhead at Rindli. 
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At the last moment the departure of the troops from 
Kiindahar was imavoidahly postponed for two days. 
It has already been noticed that the beginning of April 
was marked by heavy rain, and these storms continued 
svith such violence that the Major-General was com¬ 
pelled to put off the march of the force till the weather 
should be more favourable. The final withdrawal, how¬ 
ever, was still to take place on the date originally Hxed, 
the 22nd April. 

At length the rno^"ement of troops actually begaji 
on the 15th April. ^ 

Gn the morning of the 16th April Ssirdar 
Muhammad Ilashim Khan, the Governor appointed 
by the Amir, entered Kandahar, and in the course of 
the day paid a formal visit to Colonel St. John, with 
whom he discussed the detail of tlie evacuation and of 
the lianding over of the city. 

On tlie 17th tlie Si’d Brigade began its march. 
Tins brigade alone was supplied with cart carriage, and 
with it were despatched tiie stores belonging to the 
(Jrdnarice Field Park, tlie Engineer Field Park, the 
records, and all the heai'y baggage of departments. 
For this purpose all the cart carriage remaining at 
Kandahar was required, and only field tran.sport or pack 
carriage was available for the remainder of the troops. 
In order to allow the cart carriage to cross tlie Khojak 
without a block, the brigade marched in two bodies, 
the first portion, as stated above, leaving Kandahar on 
the 17th April, This first portion consisted of the 
8th Bengal Cavalrj^ and the 4th and 10th Bombay 
Infantry, under tlie personal comm.and of Brigadier- 
General Henderson. The remainder of the brigade 
started on the morning of the 18tii, escorting the Field 
Park, which consisted of 2b0 carts, and 400 donkeys. 

The 2nd Brigade marched from Kandahar on tlie 
20th April. 

The moment had now' arrived for the final evacua- 

1 For Programme of dates of departure and arriva] of troops.see Appendix 
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tion find for handing over the city to tlie officials of the 
Amir. General Ghulam Haidar Khan, with the 
Afghan forces, was within two inarches of Kan¬ 
dahar : a party of infantry were at Deli Khwaja ready 
to take over charge of the gates and citadel ; Colonel 
St. John had committed to the charge of the sardars tlie 
burial-places of British soldiers in the neiglibourhood 
iind had written officially to Muhammad Hashim Khan, 
commending to his protection the families and property 
of certain persons in the employ of or friendly to the 
British. The octroi and customs were handed over to 
the same official, as well as 400 smooth-bore muskets, 
formerly belonging to the Wall’s troops, wffiieh liad 
been collected in the neighbouring villages. Eighteen 
smooth-bore field guns had been sent up from India 
for the Amir, and w^ere ready for delivery, together 
wdth 50,000 rupees; while 8,000 rifles were ready at 
Chaman to be handed over to the Amir’s officers. It 
only remained to hand over tlie city itself. On the 
morning of the 21.st April General Hume vacated tlie 
quarters he had occupied with the head-quarters staff; 
and at 10 a.m. the field officer of the day commenced 
withdrawing the guards on the city gates, each being in 
timn occupied by a detachment of the Amir’s khmadars. 
Charge of tlie entrance from the city to the citadel 
square was then similarly transfcired, and the eighteen 
Held guns, which ■were pushed wftliin the citfidel square, 
were made over to Sardar Shams-ud-din. 

At noun precisely the Union Jack on the central 
tower was hauled dowm under a salute of 81 guns, after 
which the guard on the north or citadel gate was with¬ 
drawn, and the last of the British troops marched out of 
Kandahar. All the rernaming troops had previously 
quitted the cantonment and citadel, and were encamped 
on the plain to the north. 

Colonel St, John, k.e., remained in the city till half¬ 
past three, when a considerable number of sardars, chiefs, 
merchants and others assembled to wish him good-bye, 
after which he rode through the streets and the citadel 
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to the eamp. Except that tlie gates were closed, and 
that the Indian camp followers, usually so numerous iu 
the bazaars, were wanting, the town wore its accus¬ 
tomed appearance. The evacuation of Kandahar was 
thus quietly completed without disturbance or trouble 
of any sort. 

At 7 a.m. on the 22nd Sardar Shams-ud-din Khan 
and others of the Amir’s officers, accompanied by the 
Kandaluiri sardars, came out to bid farewell to General 
Hume and Colonel St, John, iind at 8 a.m. the column, 
composed of the 1st Brigade under Cieneral Walker and 
the Cavalry Brigade under General Wilkinson, moved 
off the camping ground as follow'S : 

^faiu (yoiurtm, 

I PooiiB Horse (2 squadronfl). 

Field Force liead-quattors, Major- a'Commiiy Bombay Sapi.era and 

CtBLieFal Hume^ aiifl 1i?t Brigatle ) j 


marter^i» Brigadier-i General 


-quj 

O. C. Wnlker 


f)3rd Foot. 

3rd Infantry» 

Dtli Bombay Infantry, 


Under Jirigadier-CTencral H, 
Wilkinson* 


Rear Guard, 

{ 13tli Hussars. 

Poona Horse (3 squadrons)* 

D-B, H H.A* 

03 rd Foot (2 ooinpauies). 

3rd Bengal Infantry (2 companies). 


The whole column marched to Mandi Ilissar, which 
the rear guard reached at noon. 

For the next five days tlie march was continued 
without interruption or incident to Chaman, each post 
in turn being handed over, on the departure of the 
column, to the Amir’s agents. Chaman was readied 
on the 27th April, and as this post was to be retained 
by the British, the withdrawal from Afghan territory 
was now completed. 

But little remains to be related. The march of the 
troops was continued in a(!coi'dance with the - pre-' 
aiTanged plan. Major-General Hume reached Quetta 
on the 4th May, and the tmops from Kandaljar 
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detailed for the Quetta garrison arrived on the 
following day. 

Meanwhile General J. H. Henderson had pushed 
on by double marcihes from Quetta to Sibi, where he 
a.ssumed tlie direction of the entrainment and despatch 
of corps as they arrived. Bi'igadier-General O. V. 
'ranner at the sanie time proceeded to Sukkur to per¬ 
sonally superintend the passage of the troops across the 
Indus. 

The health of the force was excellent, both betw'een 
Kandahar and Quetta, and in the Bolan Bass, a satis¬ 
factory result of the excellent arrangements ^ade 
beforehand by Major-General Hume and his assistant 
staff officers. The heat was indeed excessive below 
Mach, but the rest camps had been arranged so care¬ 
fully with regard to shelter and water-supply that but 
little inconvenience was felt by the troops, and in the 
British portion of the force only one death occurred 
during the whole operations of the withdrawal. Among 
the natives thirteen soldiers died and six followers. 

On the 8th May the leading portion of tlie force 
from Kandahar (the 2-llth Foot and a wing of 2-7th 
Fusiliers) marched to Pir Chaoki railway station, near 
Rindli, and on the 23rd the troops detailed for with¬ 
drawal to India had all passed Sibi, The whole 
movement had been ac^eomplislied without a hitch, and 
tile commissariat arrangements for feeding such a con¬ 
tinuous stre.am of troops, as well as the care for the 
sanitary condition of the camp gi-ounds, were as worthy 
of praise as was the preparation for the arrival of the 
force at the rest camps and the railway terminus. 

On the 23rd May Major-General Hume reported 
from Quetta that the last regiment for India had left 
Sibi. Tlie Southern Afghanistan Field Force became 
the Quetta Division, and the second phase of the 
Second Afghan W ar was at an end. 


APPENDICES 

APPENDIX I (see p. 14) 

InFOKMATION obtained from PoLlvt: (Nck S7) dated 

April, 1878/ 


(1) DiMfikiUon of troops of Amir SJuir Alt in March, 1878. 


14 rogiments of infantry . 

1 squfKlron of cavalry 
3 crephant batteries . 

6 troops horsi? artillery , 

6 mule mnnntfiin batteries 
3 regiments of iufaiitry , 

2 regiinerits of cavalry 

1 troop of horse artillery . 

1 mule loountain batteiy^ . 

5 regiments of infantry . 

1 troop horse artillery 

] mule mountain battery . 

3 regimeiitg of infantry . 

3 regiments of cavalry (less OTi 

squadron at Kabul) , 

2 troops horse artilhvry * 

2 mule mountain batteries 

4 regiments of in&ntry . 

B regiments of cavalry 

2 troops horse artillery - 

1 mule mountain battery . 

17 regiments of infantry . 

4 troops horse artillery . 

2 mule mountivin flatteries 
4 bullock batteries . 

4 regiments of infantry . 

2 troops horse artillery 
1 mule mountain battery , 

1 bullock battery 

12 regiments of infantry . 

6 regiments of cavalry 

4 troops horse artillery ♦ 

4 mule mounta.iiI batteries 

2 bullock batteries , 


^ No Intelligence Department 


Men. 

Afen. Men. 

StutiOKi 

606 

8,400'! 


156 = 

150 

(1) 

70 - 

140 ho,010, 

Kahuh 

m = 

ooo 


70- 

420j 



600 

600 

150 

70 

600 : 
150 
70 ^ 
600 ; 

600 : 
150 : 
70 

600 : 
600 1 
150 : 
70 
600 
150 
70 
70 
600 
150 
70 
70 
600 
600 
150 
70 
70 


3.200. 

70l 

3,000 \ 

150 I s/m. 



3,190. 

2,400-1 
3,600 
300 f 
= 7oJ 

= 10,200'! 

= 280j 

= 2,400^1 

= 300 

= 70 

7oJ 

'= 7,2(Hn 

- 3,600 

= 600 U 1,820. 

= 280 

- uoj 


2,840. 


(2J 

Jalalabad. 


.1 (3) 

Sh era bad. 


Kurrmn, 


^ («) 
Kaiitlahar^ 


n 

Herat, 


Maimana. 


<«) 

lialkh. 


existed in India at that date. 
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Ihere are only eight centres or military depots, from which 
dcitacnments are posted at difFerent places in the vicinity of the 
several depots. 

The i-egular troops are well supported by the irregulars at 
Kandahar, Herat, Maiinana, and Baikh, ITie artillery ia looked 
upon as the most important branch of the service; it is the best 
paid, and most depended upon in ease of trouble. 


Ahiftratit — 
Kabul * 
JalaLibafI 
Sherabid 
Kurratti, 
K and altar 
Herat * 
Mftimaua 
Balkii 


Total. 


Men, 

lOjOlO 

3,220 

3,S20 

3,190 

0,370 

11,220 

2,840 

11,320 

.^1,890 


(2) Military resonrm of Jfghanisian ai the close of March^ 1877. 
r. Received by the Amir from the English Government; 


12,000 

2,000 

1^,000 

29,000 riiHos, muKzle-loarliiig. 
5,000 rifles, breecli-loading 

-— (Stiider^. 

Total . 34,000 inflows M,L- & B.K 


1 elephiint battery * ^ gmorblr" 

1 mule mountain battery 0 gmis. 


S. All the above arms were presiOTited with anniiunition and 
geiu; complete. In store in the arsenal there were ^0,000 .stands 
Ilf firearms, principally inu/zle4aading mu.skets, smooth-bore and 
rifles, 

'Hie araerml, in proportion to the reipiirements of fclie country, 
was fairly stored with munitions of war. 

3. Guns, rides, muzzle- and breech-loaders, powder, and iier- 
cussion caps are manufactured in Kabul witli facility. 

Ijead, iron, and iiece.ssaries for powder are procurable within 
Kalml ten'itory. Coppir and brass are imported through I’eshawar 
merchants from Bombay and (^Jalcutta. 

_ 4>. The following is an abstract of the Amir’s army, which is 
divided into regular and irregular troops _ 
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iieg^uhir^, 

62 rc^mpnts of riTfantry^ 600 men each^ ineludiug com¬ 
missioned and iioiKieairiiissionef] oflicers 
If! regimot-t.^ of cavalry, (iOO nien each, tucludirig coin- 
imssioiicd luid non-commiasiofied ofliccra 
2 elephant Brtillei 7 batteries, 4 guns and 2 mortars, 

each 70 im*n. 

2 % horse artillery hatteriefi, fi 160 meiij oflii^ers 

and uon-eoinmisaionod officers . . . .3 3fx> 

18 mijle moimtaiii }>atterios, f? gitns, 70 men . ] 3 'sBO 

7 hullock batterie^ij t> gmiSj 70 men ♦ . . , 490 


Total 


Abnitmot 

Artillery 
Cavalry . 
Infantry 


635 


87/200 

9/500 


140 


6,190 

51^800 


Total 


Men. 

5,190 

9/500 

37,200 

51/>00 


with i309 * gun?^, of which S£4 only are bit?ech“loader*s. 


(ri-eg^izlara, 

I’oofc levies . . , , 

Mounted levios 

Total. 


The I'cgular troops ha^e iTiuch improved of late years in 
regard to their drill, discipline, arm?^, and clothing. But the 
.^ryice is unpopular owing to hud oflicm, forced enlistmeid, poor 
and nnceidain pay. In case of wm- with the E^igBsk, most of the 
ZTOop^s ixt eoA'h fiction wtU eUkej" coTfte ovct to ns nr else d^spenw, 

aj Art entcreil on the Anur's books at 

and he has to pay for this number to the different sardars 
tlirough whom they tuT, entertained ; but in times of peace only 
(>,000, or about a tourth, are actually kept np. Tiiis branch of 
the service is, however, excessivelv clastic. In the hour af trouble 
every headnnuj and chief of every clan or tribe is called upon and 
Its vies* Lists hax^e already been prepared of all 
the able-tiotiiecl meii capablt3 of bearing arrow; aud 100,000 armed 
men could be assembled at Kabul without much difficulty. 

..ic'nunibwB given immediately above, 
which aggrogjite 324 giuis. ^ ^ 


. BjOOO 

. i d,(MM) 
. 24,000 
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DECiARATIOM OF WaE (sCO J). %%) 

Camp Laborb^ 

21»/i Nommhiir, lfl78. 

The Viceroy of India to the Amir Sker Ali A'kmi of Kahul, to Am 
Sardars and stibjects, and to all the peofle (f Afghanistan, 

It is now ten yetn-s since ttie Amir Sher Ali Khan, lifter a 
prolonged struggle, had at last succeeded in platting l.rimself upon 
the throne of Kabul. At that time his doininioji still needed 
consolidation, and the extent of it was .still undefined. In these 
circumstances the Amir, who had already been assisted by the 
British Government wdth money and «'ith arms, expiesscd a wish 
to meet the Viceroy of India. His wish was cordially complied 
with. He was couxteou,sly received and honourably entertained 
by the Viceroy at Umballa, 'I'he countenance and support he had 
come to seek were then assured to him. He at the same time 
obtained hirther unconditional assi.stance in arrns and inonev- 
These tokens of the good-will of the British Governnjent, whi<-h 
he gratefully acknowledged, materially aided the Amir, after his 
retui'ii to his own country, in there securing his position and 
extending his authority. 

^ bince then the Amir bher Ali Khan has received from the 
British Govei-nment, in confirmation of its good-will, large additional 
gifts of arms. ^ The powerful influence of the British Gos’ernment 
has secured for him formal recognition by the Emperor of 
Russia of a fixed bomidary between the kingdom of Kabul and 
the Khanates of Bokhara and Kokand. I'he Amir’s sovereignty 
over Wakhan and Badakhshan was thereby admitted ami made 
sure--a .sovereignty which had, till then, been disputed by the 
Russian Goveimiient. His subjects liave been allowed to pass 
freely throughout thy Indian Empire, to carry on trade, and to 
enjoy all the protection afiforded by the British Governnient to its 
own sulijects. In no single instance have they been unjuatlv or 
inhospitably treated witliin Uriti.sh jurisdictiiin. 

For all these gracious acts the Annr Sher Ali Khan has ren- 

<)3C 
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dered no return. On the contrary, he has requited them with active 
ill-will and open discourtesy, 'ITie authority over Radakhshan,, 
iiequired for him by the influence of the British Government, was 
used by him to forbid passage throagh that jjroviuee to a British 
officer of rank rtiiorning from a inissioti to a neighbouring State, 
He has closed against tree passage to British anbjecta and their 
commerce the roads between India and AfglianiBtan, lie has 
maltreated British subjects, and permitted British traders to be 
plundered within his juri-sdiotion, giving them neither protection 
nor redress. He has used cruelly and put to death subjects of Ins 
own on the mere suspicion tliat they were in communication with 
the British C4overiinient, He has openly and assiduously endea¬ 
voured, by words ajid deeds, to stir up religious hatreti against the 
Engiish, and incite war against the Empire of India* Having 
pi'eviously excluded British officers from every part of his 
dominions, and refused to receive a British Mission, having left 
imanawered friendly comnmiiieations addressed to him by the 
Viceroy, and repelled all efforts towards amicable intercourse 
Ix^tween the British Government and himself, he has, never¬ 
theless, received fonnally and entertained publicly at Kabul m 
Embassy from Russia* This he has done at a time when such 
an act derived special significance from the character of (.on- 
temporan^us events in Europe, and the attitude of England 
and Russia in relation thereto. Furthermore, he has done it, 
well laiowiug that the Russian Government stands pledge<b by 
<Higagemetits with England, to regard his territories as completely 
lieyond the sphere of Russian influence. Finally, while this 
Russian Embassy is still at his capital, the Amir has forcibly 
repulsed, at Im outposts, an English Envoy of high rank, of 
whose coming lie had formal and timely announcement by a 
letter from the Viceroy attesting the impoi*tance and urgency of 
the Envoy's riiiasioii* 

Even then the British Govemment, still anxious to avert the 
calamities of war, deferred hostile action, and proflered to the 
Amir a last opportunity of escuping the punishment merited by 
his acts. Of tMs opportunity the Amir has refused to avail 
himself. It has Ixien the wish of the British Goveniiuent to find 
the best security for its Indian frontier in the friendship of a State, 
whose independence it seeks to confirm, and of a Prince, whose 
throne it has helj^ed to support. Animated by this wish, the 
British Governnient has made repeated eflbrts to establish with 
the Amir Sher Ali Khan those cfoae and cordial relations which 
are necessary to the interests of the two neighboLiring countries. 
But its eflbrts, after being persistently repulsed, have now been 
met with open indignity and defiance. 
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The Amir Sher Ali Khaiij mistaking for weakness the long 
forbearance of the British Government, has thus deliberately 
incurred its juat resentment. With the sfiixlars anel people of 
Atghanistan tliis Govern ment has still no ijnarrelj and desires 
none. They are absolved from all I’esponsibility for the recent 
ac^ts of the Amir ; and ns they have given no offence, so the 
British Goyemment, wishing to respect their independeiicej will 
not willingly injui'e or interfcTe with them. Nor will the British 
Government tolerate interference on the pait of any other Power 
in tlie intenial affairs of Afghttnistan* 

Upon the Aniir Sher Ali Khan alone rests the responsibility of 
having exchanged the friendship for the hostility of the Empress 
of India. 


Slid Division under lieuteuaiit- 
General Mftude» 


APPENl^IX Iir (^iee p. 4 ^) 

Dhtrilmtion of the PcHhmsur Valhy FUM Force m 1 .?/ Jamiartu 

1879. 


' 1 Under Brigadior-General 

j C* J. 8, Gough. 


G(LrH.nmi of Jalalahiid. 

{ loth Fltasmra * , . . 

Guides Cavalry , . * , 

11 th Bejigal Lancers . 

ArtiJk‘i 7 ArtUlery. 

4 Moutitairi Bittteiy, Punjab Fuotitbr Force. 

/Sappers arid Mkiei-B , 

4t}] Betbilion Hide Jlrigadel { Under Brig.wlier- 

‘"'“•'J' 

Lim e/ Gmnnmnimtionr^i, 

} \ eadsi iiartors Sod Brigade j' 
lat IJiVI31012^ Pesshawar Val- ' 
ley Field Force , 

i Artillery, 2 jfuos I Under Hripulier-Gencnil 

.l-17th Foot . , . . f J, A. Trtler 

rF-3, Royal Artillery ' 


(1) Basawal 


f 


/nv T 1 I *w 7 al Artillery 
(S) Dakka . ] S7th Punjab Native Infautrv 1 
[45th Sikhs - , j 

/C]|\ 1 .%• Tf>v --b , 

L] 

I 


^( 3 ) Uiidi Khaiia, fith Bengal Native Infantry, 
I 4 D“Aj Royal Horse ArtiUei'v^ 
I jl“0j lloyal Artillery I 
C4)AliMaajicli^;j^-,^- ; 

Mhainvara Battalion 
.Madras Sappers 
" if" 


(5) Jamrud 


t 


13tJi Beng-af Ijaneora , . ^ 

4 D-A^ Iloyal Horae Artillnry 
ll-9j Royal ArtUlery^ 2 guns 
5th Fusiliers , 

26th Foot , , ; i f 

24th Punjab Native Infantry! 
^Sappers and Miners , . I 

^ ft! fist 7 d~i .1 


* [Under Brigadiei'-fiencral 
J F* K. Apployard, 


Under Brigadier-Cienerfil 
^ Doran. 


(»)P™l..™r{“;f,X ; ; ■ 

if7) Tam /9th Lancers. 

/o\ XT ' iHArj Royal Horse Artillery 

(8) ^ow3lle^a Foot- 


."fc Sent back siifforing from 
- / sickness. 


039 
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APPENDIX IV (see page 56) 

DhtribiUmn of 2nd Pe.?hai:mr Valkiy Fitfld Faree^ ardi^ti'd 

on tfie advance of the 1st Division in Aprils 1879. 


Baiikao 

BasatV'al 

Dakka 

Laiidi KotJil 

All Mjiiijitl * 

Jamruil 


'{ 


1 squadron It^th Beiig-al Luncers, 

2 companies 24tii Fiuijab Native Iniantry, 
rHead-q aarters Cawilry BrigadB* 

Head-quai-tcrs 1st Inlatitry Ilrigado {Brig^uller^ 

General Oomii)* 

Ilead-quiu‘ters Bengal Liincers. 

1>-Aj Hoyal Horse Artillery, 

Head-qnailers 26th King’s own Borderers. 
Head^quarters 24th Bengal Iiilantry. 

(C-3, Royal Ailitlery, 

4 I com imny 26th Foot, 

I. J3 !i o jiai Bftt tali an. 

'Bivisioml headH;iuartor!^, 

Head-qnartm 2iid Infantry Brigade. 

1 troop leth Bengal Lancers. 

11-9, Royal Artillery. 

I'Mn Fusiliers. 

\Xn(i Gurkh^ifl, 

/Detachment lOtli Ilengai Lancers. 

.I6th Bong^al Infantry, 

I Mh ai r \mra Battal ion. 

{ 9tli Lancers, 

Detaohmeiit 10th Bengal lancers. 

IW;, Royal Horse Artillery^ 
i^Otli Bengal infantiy. 
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Treaiff heiumn the BiMwh Goverjmmit and His Highness Mu- 
hmimad Vadcuh Khan^ Amir af Jfgkamsimh and its Depm- 
dmem^ eomdnded ai Ganthtmalc mi the %Gih Atmj^ 1879> hy 
His Highness the Amvr Ahthiiummd Yaktih Khmi on his aum 
pa?i^ mid (M the pmi of the British Governnmit by i\f({fo7' I\ 
L, N. Cavagrmrl, as.i., PolUkal Offce'Ky 07r special (luty^ in 
vifiue of fnli pjowe^^s vested m him by the Might Hon, JCd^cm d 
Mobert LijtUm Bnlwer Iptton^ Baron Lytton of Knebrcarih^ 
nnd a BarmLet^ Gmnd Alftsier of the Most Hmlted Order of 
the of India^ Kmghi Ghiind Cross of the Most Ilonour- 
ahh Order of the Baih^ Grmid Master of the Onhr of the 
Indimi Hmqnre^ Viceroy and Govenior-Gemnd of India* 

The following articles of a T’reaty lor the restoration of peace 
and aiiiToable rclation^ have been agreed iipoir bebveen the British 
Govennnetit and His Highness Muhaiiimad Yakvib Khan^ Arnir of 
Afghanistan mid its Dependencies : 

Arthle L—From the clay of ttae excliange of the ratificaticais 
of the pi^^sent Treaty^ tliore shall be perpetual peat*e and 
friendship between tlie llritish Government on the one 
partj and His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its 
Depondeneiesj and his successorsj on the other. 

Aiikle — His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its 
Dependencies engages, on the exchange of the ratifications 
of this Treaty^ to pnblisli a full and complete amnesty, 
absolving all hivS antyectK fjom any respoiisilnlity for inter- 
coiii'sc ’with the British forces cuiring the war, and to 
giiai'HijItee and pr'ol:ect all persons of whatever degree from 
any piiinshoient or molestation on that account* 

Arikh S,—His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its 
DepeiKleiicies agrees to conduct Ids relations iritl) foreign 
States ill accordance with the advice and ivishes of the 
Britisli Government. His Highness the Amir will enter 
into no engagements with foreign States, and will not take 
up iirms against any foreign State, except with the coin 
G41 41 
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iniiTenee of the British GovetDiDent. On these conditions 
the British Govern me at ml] support the Amir against any 
foreign aggi^ession with money, arnm or troops, to be eiii” 
ployed in whatsoever manner the British Govemirient may 
judge best for this purpuse* Should British troops at any 
time enter Afghanistan for the purpose of repelling foreign 
aggi-ession, they will return to their stations in British 
territory as soon as the object for which they eii tered has 
been accomplished* 

Atikk 4*~With a view to the niaiiitenance of the direct and 
intimate relations now established between the British 
Government and His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan, 
and for the lietter protection of tlie frontiei's of His 
Highness’s dominions, it is agreed that a British repre¬ 
sentative shall reside ut Wabul with a suitable escort, in a 
place of residence appropriate to. his rank and dignity. It 
is also agreed that the British Govemnicnt shall have the 
right to depute British agents vdtli suitable eset^rts to 
the Afghan frontiers whensoever this may he considered 
necessary by the British Government in the interests of 
both States on the occarience of any important extci-nal 
fact. His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan may, on his 

S art, depute an agent to reside at the Coiii't of His 
Ixccllency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, 
and at such other places in British India as may be 
similai'Iy agi^ced tipon. 

Jrtick 5*—His Highness the Amir f>f Afglianistan and its 
Dependencies guarantees the persona! isafetv and honour- 
able treatment of British agents wdtliin his jurisdiction, 
and the British Govennnent on its part undertakes that 
its agents shall never an any way interfere with the internal 
administration of His Highnesses clominions. 

JHick 6,—-His Highness the Amir of Aighanistan and its 
Dependencies undertakes, on behalf of himself and his 
successors, to ofter no impediment to British subjects 
peacefully tmling within his dominions, so long as they 
do so with the {leniiission of the Bntish Government, 
and in accordance with such ari'angcmenh> as may be 
nmtimlly agreed upon from time to time between the 
two Govermnents, 

/ 

^rtwh’. 7, — In order that the passage af trade between the 
territoides of the British Govennnent and of His Highness 
the Amir of Afehanistan may be open and unintemipted, 
His Highness the Amir of AfghanistJiii agrees to use his 



best endeavours to ensure the protection of traders and 
to facilitate the transit of goods along the welhknown 
cnritoinaiT roads of Afghanistati, These roads shall be 
improved and inaititained in such niarmer the two 
Governments may decide to be most expedient for the 
general convenience of traific, and under such financial 
arrangements as may be mutually determined upon l^etwem 
them^ The arraiigenienb made fox' the mairiteimnce and 
security of the aforesaid rondsj for the settle in exit of the 
(Juties to be levied upon mez-cixaiidise carried over these 
I'oads, and itir the general prot€?{d.it>M and developrvieot of 
trade with and through the doniinioms of Hia Highness 
will be stated in a separate commercial treaty, to be con- 
eluded within one year, due regard being given to tlie state 
of the country. 

Jrtick S.~With a ymw to facilitate cDmnninicationH Ixitween 
the allied Govenimeiits, and to aid and develop intercourse 
and cjommercial relations between the two coaub’ies, it is 
hereby agi’eed that a line of telegraph from Kurram to 
Kabul shall be constructed by, and at the cost ofj the 
Biitish Govenmicnt; and the Amir of Afglianistan hereby 
undertakes to provide for the jjroper proietdion of this 
telegraph line. 

Ankle 9--^In consideration of the renewal of a friendly 
alliance between the two States, which has Ixen attested 
and secured hy the foregoing articles, the British Govern¬ 
ment restores to His Highness the Amir of Afghnnishui 
and its Dependencies tlie towns of Kandahar and dalalabad, 
with all the territory ikjw in passe.ssioii of the Britislx aniues, 
excepting the districts of Kurram, Peshin, and Sibi, IKa 
Highness the Amir of Afehanistan and its Dependencies 
agrees on hia part that the districts of KuiTaiii, Peshiii 
and Sibi, according to the limits defined in the schedule 
annexed, sliall I'emain xuider the protectifui and adminis¬ 
trative control of the British Governlueiit; that h to say, 
the af oresaid districts shall not be considered as permanently 
seven 1 Iroin the limits of the Afghan kingdom. The 
re venues of these districts, after deducting the charges of 
civil adnririistration, shall be paid to His Highness the 
Aiiiir, The British Govenimeiit will retain in its own 
hands the control of the Khyber anft Michni Passes, whicli 
lie between the Peshawax' mid Jalalabad di.stricte, and of 
all x^elations with the independent tribes of the territory 
directly connected with these passes. 
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AHicle 10. — For tiie further support of His Highness tlie Amir^ 
in the ret^overy and niainteimnce of his Legitimate authority, 
and in consideration of the efiicient fultiirnent in their 
entirety of the engageiuent stipulated by the foregoing 
artkdes, the British Government ogrees to pay to His 
Higlmess the A-Vinir anti to his suae*ssors an annual 
subsidy of G lakhs of rupees* 

Done at Gandamak tliis £Gth day of May, 1879, eori'esponding 
with the 4th day of the month of Jamadi-ui-Saiii 1196 a.h. 

(Sd*) AMIIl MUHAMMAD YAKUB KHAR 
(Sd*) N. CAVAGNARI, M^or, 

FoUtkal Officer^ mi Special Dutp. 

(Sd.) LYITON. 




APPENDIX VI (8ee p, 81) 

Dvitnhidion of the Peifkawar VaUei/ Fhkl Force ^6tk 1879* 


ArlUlery . 

Cavali’y . 
British Infantry 

Native Infantry 


Artillery . 
t'avalry . 
Brititili Infantry 


Native In fan try 


iMmsimi. 

^ 1-Cj Royal Tlorse Artillery * 

) 15^1, Hey a] Artillery (U divigioiis) 

1 Royal Artiller^^ , 

INo, 4 Mountain Battery 
I* 10th Hussars (5 troops) 

^ Gaides Cavalry * . 

[ntli Bon^^al fjancers (1 troop) 
flTtlt Foot , . , . 

^ 51st Foot {7 eonipaiiies) 
idth Battttlioii Rine Brigade . 

{ Gnicles Infantry . 

4th Gurkhas, , * , 

27 th Punjab Infantry (0 companies) 

30th Beiig-al Infantry , 

4fith Sikhs (6 eompariies) 

Bengal Sappora ajia iVlinors (B companies) 
E-3j Royal Artillery (lat division) 

11th Bengal Lane era {5 troops) 

51st Foot (1 company) * 

'^Ist Sikhs . * , . 

27tU Pnnjab Infantry (2 coinpaiiies) 

4olh Sikhs (2 conipanies) 

Bengal Sappers and Miners (2 compatiieis) 
^Madras Sappers and Miners (1 compaiiyjj 

2nd Division. 

Cavalry . . 13th Bengal Lancers (2 troops) 

Bntis^b Infantry 5th Foot (I company) * 

Native Infantry ; 2nd Gtirkhaa (2 eom[jaiiies) , 

Artillery , , D-A, Koyal Hoi^e Artillery . 

raTjftlrv Lancers (2 squir^lrons) * 

- ^ ; H Idtli Bengal Dmeers (3 troops) 

British Infantry 1 5ih Fusiliers (7 oompaniei) * ,. 

Native InfautrvI (tiirkhas <6 wn.mnies) . 

^ tMadrav^ Sappers and Mine 2 ‘:H(I company)/ 
Artillery . * {>3^ Royal Artillery . , ^ 

Cavalry * , lOth Beng>il Lancers troops) 

British fiifantry 12th Foot (1 comi>any) . 

Native Infantry Mhairwara Battalion * 

1145 


At and near Gan- 
damak and Safed 
Sang. 


^At Jalalabad. 


■At Barikao. 


At BasawaL 


I At I>akka. 
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Artillery* * H 41/Iloyal A rtillery * 

Cavalry , . KJtli Hussars (1 troop) . 

*x. t. r i frith J'^oot (7 cornpames) 

British , \ * * * 

r 24 th Puiijali Infantry (I wing) 

Native infantry J Bhopal Battalion (1 whig) , * 

(Madrai? Sappura and Miners (1 company) 


Cavalry 


Native Infantry 


Artillery 


f lOtli Bengiil Lancers (\ troop) 
‘{iGtli Bengal Laueers (1 troop) 
(6th Bengal Infantry - ■ 

124th Punjab Infantry (I wing) 
i Blio])al BattiiUon (1 wing) * 
l,?6th Madras Iiifintry . 

fix, Royal Horse Artillery , 


At Ijandi Khana 
and 

Lancli Hotal 


At All Maejid and 
Jamnid* 


At Peshawar* 





APPENDIX VII (see p. 184) 

Diatnhtiion of the Kmram Valhij Field Force and Gn meotia of the 
Punjab Frontier mi tke 24<A Felyruan^, 1879. 


Advanced troops imder 


l)etacliment 6th Piuijab Cavalry 
^ (j-3j Hoyal Artillery* 

No. 2 Mouiititin Battery. 


Briffrtdiei'-Cieiieral Thel- J Detaohment 2“8tli foot 
""'I' about the ^ ^ ^ 


wail at and 

Pal war Kobtl 


UeUchmeut 72jtid Ian dors* 

2nd Punjab Infantry* 

21tt]i Punjab Native fnbintiy* 
v7tb C.’oinpany lleugal Sappers, 

( tlf‘ad-qiuirtcrB* 

Debichnient s'ltli I^anjab Cavnlry, 
Detaelimeut 14th IJengal Lancers. 
h f-Aj Koyal Ilors^e Artil lery. 

Wing 29th Punjab Native Infantry* 

[ Detachment 6th Punjab (.Cavalry. 

Port Kiirram , * Detachmeitt 72nd High landerS h 

loth Gurkhasi* 

{ 12th Bengal Cavalry, 
i F-A^ Royal Horse Artillery, 

No. 1 Mountain Rettery. 

Detachment 73ncl Highlanders. 
Detachment 21 at Punjab Native Infantry* 
'1 squadron Otb Uinccrs* 

Detachment 6th Punjab Cavalry. 

Kohat . . , i Vart <jn4th Beugal Uncsre. 

t C-Sj Royal Artillery. 

Wing 2-8th Foot, 

16th Punjab Infantry* 

At Mandori on left bank olY^llrd Bengal Pioneers, 

Kun arn River . *lPart of 2(lth Punjab Native Infantr)". 

Api>roximato Strength- 


Punjab Ohi^s* OGntingent 
At nial ; 


At Baa nr 
At Dera ifhaya Khan . 


frifiiiitrv, 

im 


Cavrithy, 

300 

200 


Guns. 

4 

3 


Reserve, ■<, 


f Patiala , 

Nabha , , 600 

Sirmur , , 200 

Farid kot , 200 50 

fsfhlnd . , 600 200 3 

* iKapurthala , 600 100 3 

, Babawalpiir , 300 100 

At Multan and Dera Ghazi Khan under lit i y* ■ i 
Hriga.iier-(;eneral McM.wtor. Brigade 

At Rawalpindi. Light Infantry. 

n)2nd Gordon Highlanders, 

At Kohat . i 1 wing 2ikI Ben^il Native Infantry, 

U 1th Bengal Native Infantry, 
vAt Bimnu . 1 whig 2nd Bengal Native Infantry. 
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APPENDIX VIII {me p. 142) 

Did7*iUiti<m of 7VfX'/w tn the Kimmn Valley the conckmoji if 
thr. Fifd 


All Khel 


K nr rum 


I^No, 2 Mfiinttain Battery, 
t TlnA fll^^ljlaudere. 

* \ 4J2ml Hlj^lilaiider^. 

1 5th Gurkhas. 

12th Berigai (.'avaby. 
14tli Benina] Ijaacers 
(win^c). 

2 companies 8tb Foot. 
28th riuijah Native lu- 
faiitry. 


F-A, Royal Horse. Artil- 


BIhii Kliel . B7th Font 
l^aiwar KoRil 2^Jth Foot. 


Frawiir 

toamexit. 


r F-A, li 

■cil 

A'^ 


Balesh Khel 


Saaigutna 


Itoyal Artillery. 
Royal Artillery. 
9tij Lancers (i squadron). 
^5ili Punjab lufaiitry. 

No. 1 Mountain Battery. 
I4t]i Bengal Cavalry. 
11th Bengal Native In¬ 
fantry, 

2ht Punjab Native In¬ 
fantry. 

7t]i ('ennpany Sappers, 
23id Bengal Pionecra. 







AFPEiNDlX IX (see p. 166) 


DktrihuMon of the iSaut/i JfgkaniMa?i Field Fofve on the 
iAtk Jannari/^ 1879. 


/Artillery 


os 


pJ3 C 

■jfl 

% tJ=I 

O u; 

1 ^ 

r 

ns 

rt 

<y 


Utitlor 
^ B rigad ier-G erie ral 
I Arbutliiiot. 


(Javalry 


I loyal Horse Artillery. ' 

I- 1 j Royal Artillery. 

Royni Artillery. 

E-4^ Royal Aitillery, 

Royal Artillery, 

5-11 j RlepliaTit Battery. 

II- 1 Ij Mountain Battery, 

Feshawa r M o ii n tai u Ifette vj^ 

head-quarters and 4 
2 Engineer Fielti Parka. 

(sKlJafc'iivalry. BN^ade latDivimmi, an.Ier 

_ I im J^ULcera. i BrjH*ar-t.eiieral l-aiie. 

! si Pmjh Cavin’: Jf^avalny 2,id undw 

lard Sind Horse. ' i Bn^adier-Generul Palliaer. 

{ 4th C onipany, Sappet.s and Miuers, 

5tl. (Tompaoy, Sappers er„l Miners, 
ytli Company, Sappel‘^^ and Mmers. 
loth Company^ Sappers and Miners. 

^ <iompamea.J,^^ Divisioo. 

70th Foot 2tid IMviflion. 

12th Bengal Natiit='e luiSnitry. 

^^infanLtry .-15th Sikhs, 

iOtli piiTjjah Natiro Infantry {half hattalion). 

26th Punjab Nativ^e Itifanfry, 

20th Botiihay Native Infontry (2 i:k 1 Ualiieh Infantry), 
l32r}d Bombay Xati^'e liifimtcy (Pioneers), 

Total—E ure oeanSj 2^691 ; Kativesj 3jfJ14, Ora^td TotaLj GjTOo. 


At Maiidi Hissar ■ Srd Gurkhas. 
At Haji Deh 


Royal Artillery. 

(59t)i Foot (1 company). 

/Peshawar Motiiitain Battery (2 gnus), 
I Bombay Mountain Battery (2 guns). 
At Chamari. , j Bth Bengal Cavalry (detaohraent). 

1 Igt Punjab Infantry, 
t26tli Fuzijah Native Infantry. 

m 
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At Haikiilzul 

At Quetta . 

At Knliit 
South of Dadar 



aVPFENDIX IX 

, 2i)th ]k>Tnl)fty Native Iiifantry (detAchmeiit). 

'^Bomhay Mountain Battery (2 guns)* 

1st Grurkhas arrived at Qiietta on 2i‘3r(i January, 
2iid Siltit lu&ntry (fucnisliing' oaec>rts from DatLar). 
VMh Punjab Native luJfuDtry (wing)* 

,30t]i Bouihuy Native Infantry (wing). 

, r30th Bombay Native Infantry (wing). 

rB-llj Royal jtrtillery (Jaeobabad)* | 

A Royal Artillery fDadar)* hSiegc train* 

(lt)J5, Royal Artillery (Sukkur). ^ 



APPENDIX X (see p. 175) 

Sirmigiht Bisinfmtion, mid Detail of the S. Afghanhdun Field 
Force on the KiiA Ma-y, 1879, 


European troops 
Native troops 
Followers 


combatants 


Grand I'otal 


Hen. 

£),4M 

9,500 

18,992 


and 12,000 attimals of soils, iiiclndin^ 15 ckphaiits, 2,488 liorses, 1,486 mules, 
846 ponies, 6,500 camels, and 058 bullocks. 


Kokeran 


BiMrilmtim qJ Force. 
( 2rMl Punjab Cavalry. 
,hl-U, Royal Artiller 


Kandahar 


uJlerj*. 

2Btli Bombay Native 1 nfantry, 

'^Ist Punjab Cavalry* 
lOtli Bengal Luncerg* 

A-B, Royal lieirsts Arbillery. 

I)-2, Royal Artillery, 

G-4, Iloyai Artillery, 

5-11, Royal Artillery. 

0-11, Royal Artillery. 

10th Comi^any, Bengal Sappers. 

59tb Fo<Jt, 

2-OOtb Rilles. 

IDtb Sikhs. 

3rd Gnrkbas. 

l26tli Punjab Native Infantry. 

N,B.—/Tyree prenmt m Parade at Fundahar <m the 2Uh Map. 

OOicem. Men. 

Staff. . , . , ... .33 — 


Royal J irtillery 
Europe^’71 Infantry 
Native infantry 
Native Cavalry. 


Total 


. 20 
. 34 
. 20 
. 15 

. 122 


392 

T,129 

1,239 

511 

3,271 


( 3 troops 3rfl Sind Horse. \ 

^ No. 2 Mountain Battery, Colonel MakoJmaon, 
2n{! Sikhs. - Com I i landing Peehiii 

lOth Punjab Native Infantry I Movable Clofumn. 

{1 company). / 

60] 
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Qut'tta 


Kalat 

Lin^ of communication j 
Qiii^ttjir to Jac abal>«d 

At MhcIi fttirl DcMcan * 

Darwaza , 

Vitakrij nmlor Lieu- 
teiiaiiM'Joionol Pj'on- 
d i 11 tlie M ulLii i 

CoTiimaiid, 




APPENDIX X 

1-lj Roj-il Artillery. 

E-4, Royal Artillery, 

19tli Punjab Native Trifantry (7 com pan ie?). 

30tl< Bombay Native in fen try fhead-qnarters and 
wing); Jacob’s Bides. 

80th Bombay Nativo Xnfeutry (" ing), 
rist Situl Horse. 

\ IDtli Ronibay Native InfoiitTy(wing and head-quai*torfi). 
I St (Grcnafliexs) Bombay Native Infantry. 

f iUth Bombay Native Infantry (wing), 

12 eoinpanios Bcmilmy Sappers (Nos* 2 and 5), 

'15th liongal Cavalryj Native , , , 34Baabr<iH. 

Bombay iVlountain Batteryj Native . . 2 guna, 

Otli Company, Bapjjors anti Miners , . I2nieii(?) 

21st Madras Native Infeiitry, detachment 887 rides. 

Maiii-as Native Infentryj detaohinent 212 rifles. 
.^Bhuwflipur Contingentj detaehnieiit , 104 rides. 





appendix XI (see p. 231) 


(a) Table prepand hj Lietdemmi N. F. FitzG. Chmiherlam, 
ahowhig the tuiwhe.ra and nature of Cannon and Small Arms 
in the posseaahyn the Aft^hmis at the oidhreah of the 'tear. 


Number of Ctimum^ 



6 

10 

m 


Mui£zle“i&ftfler:s. 4B Mmnimtjiiii minsi) . . - (50 

g'uiis . 90 J 

Various mmli guns of pQsitiuiJ . , . , 60 

37y 

captumi, 1879-80 . , , . . 26 G 

BeTitainintf in Januarv 1&80 (ehiefly iu Herat, and 

Afghan TiirkistAn).123^ 


Srna/i Arms 


English Sniders 


6,000 


}, Eji Ileitis 


15,000 


1,20<» 

1,400 

1,000 

1,045 

2,180 

8,212 

589 

453 

510 

1,563 

1,418 

1,300 


Hi fled cai'iiines , 


,, Brunswick carbines 


Tower tmiskets . 


,, tJavalty pistols . 
Ka!*uli Sniders 


„ Enitoid.s 
Hided car^Jines 
Kandaba? I Bnfields. 
ilerati Ei fields 
I' ariotis 1 inds for cavalry 
^mooth-i^res, 

Eli lit muskets 


Total . 


40,876 
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JVunibff 7 ‘ de/itter^i up or Tiikm. 

- 742 

. rm 
. 6,427 


English Ell fields , » . ■ 

Sniders * . . - 

Muskets and country rifles of sorts 


Remaining in hands of the Afghans in Jfliiuury, 
1880 . , . * ^ ’ 

Total . * 


0,600 

34;20C 

.10,876 


sj,U,_It must be borne in mind tbatj besides tiiese, almost every able- 
bodied nma in Afghaiiistaii is in popacssion of a or native firearin ot 

some sort, which is govierally rirteil ami sliooti vem- imi'lv- , , , , 

It is worth notitiing tliat no information oould lie imtained ii.. to ''hefiia 
the English rifled vaibiiiea, Brunswick rifles. Tower ^ 

pistols were obtained. Uhe “ Brown Besses were, perhaps, part of tliose 
taken in 1841-2, 

(■S') Seiiifti of Ordmnce captured by the KnJml Field Force on 
^ ^ the m and \%th October, 1879. 


Natupy of Ordnance. 


Guuh 


llowitaers 
Mortars * 


^ Guns 

w (Hoivitr^ra 



ns 


^ L-3 


(Brcech-loadiug 


lMtvzzli34oading 


S { Mua^le-loadiiig 


Total 


I 

3 


l2-pr< 

9-pr- 

fj-pr, 

3- pr, 
84ti. 

12-ur, 

B-m. 

24^l)r. 

18-|>r, 

8^in, 

20-pr. 

12-pr. 

9^pr* 

8-pr, 

6- pr, 

4- pr. 

7- pr. 

8- pr. 






cS 

I 


4 

2 

17 

.51 

2 

h 

& 

7 

2 

4 

2 

6 

6 

14 

6 

22 

11 

26 

21 


A%han * 
Afghan , 
1 Eiigiish 
Afghan . 
Afghan . 
Afghan . 
Afghan , 
i ErigHs!li 
Afghan , 

Kngli^i . 
Englii?k - 
Afghan - 
Afghan . 
Afghan . 
Afghan . 
Afehan . 
Afghan - 
Afghan i 

Afghan 


^ iT 

II 


214 


10 


20 


1- 
Is, 

M tS 

-pW J 

1^1 

no 

g 

no 

H 

Pi 

5 

Ii 

-So 

t:5^ 

c'SS 

P- 

oi% 

^S|" 

1«^ 

s ‘f i? 

I-P 


4 




A k 4 

17 



42 

3 



2 

. ■, 



n ■ b 

6 



4*4 

6 




7 




2 



4 




1 

* 



0 




6 



A 


"i 

, 6 

G 

’o 

'e 


*6 

mtM 

6 

il-s 



20 


10 

6 



■ 21 

76 

86 

12 
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APPENDIX XI 

The aniDunt of war ?naUrhi found in the Bala Hi.ssar was very 
great. Among the s^tores ^v*ere I,OOOjOOC) rounds of English-made 
Snider amriimiition, with a quantity of the same of local make. 
Of loose powder there was a lai'ge quantity (much of which was 
destroyed by General Jtoberts), together with a store of lead, 
copper, tin, shot, siiell, caps, as well as of clothing and accoutre¬ 
ments. Tlie iifles had been taken away, but some were lieing 
brought back almost daily, as well as the horses, ponies, and other 
propei'ty belonging to the Embassy, A quantity of warm cloth¬ 
ing was also fouticl, but not neaady sufficient for the troops ditring 
the coming winter. 


APPENDIX XII (see p. ^34) 

pTOchmathm hy Sir Firde^ick Rohe^in to the peopk of KaM^ 
mh (ktaher, 18T9, 

In ray proclaniatiou of the Snl 0(:iol>er (=li>th Sha\Fal)j dated 
Zargniishahar, I iiifcnined the people of Kabul that a British 
army advancing to take possession of the city ; and I warned 
them against offering any resistance to the entry of the hoops, 
and the authority of I Jis Highness the Aiidr. That warning hm 
been flisregardal Tlie force under my coiTimand Inis now reached 
Kabul, and occupied the Bala Hissar; but its advance has been 
pertinaciously opposed, and the inhabitants of the city ha%e taken 
a conspicuous part in the opposition offeredp lliey have therefore 
become nd>els against His Highness the Amir, and have added to 
the guilt already incurred by them in abetting the imnikr of the 
British Envoy and cjf Ills comimTiions, a treacherous and cowardly 
crime, whit^h has brouglit indelible disgrace upon the Afghan 
peoplcp It wtjuld be but a just and fitting reward for such 
misdeeds if the city of Tvabuf 'vere now totally destroyed, and 
its very name blotted out. But the gi’oat British Goveniment is 
ever desirous to temper justice with mercy, and 1 now announce 
to the inhabitants of Kabul that the full retribution tor tlieir 
ofibnee will not be exacted, and that the city will bt- spared. 
Nevertheless, it is neceasarj that they should not escape all penalty, 
and that the punishment inHicted shotild he such as will be felt 
and reuienibered. 'rherefore such of the city buildings as now 
interfere with the proper military occu|jation of the Bak Hissar, 
and the safety ami c(jmfort of the British troops fp be tjuariered 
in it, will bi; at once levelled with the ground ; and fmther, a 
heavy fine, the amount of which will be notified hereafter, will 
be imposed iifxiii the inhabitants, to be paid: according to 
theii* capabilities. This punisliment, infiictea upon the whole 
city, will not of course absolve from further ptumlties th^iTse whose 
individual guilt nmv be hereafter proved. A full and seaiching 
enquiry will Ije held into the circumstances of the late outbreak, 
ana all persons convicted of beiU'iiig a paii in it will 1)6 dealt with 
according to tlieir deserts. L further give notice to ail that, in 
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order to provide for the restoration and maintenance of oi'der, 
the city of Kabul aud the surroundiiig eoimtrv to a distance of 
ten miles are placed under martial law. ' Witii the consent oi' the 
Amir, a militate governor of Kaliul will be appointed to administer 
justice and tojiunish with a strong hand all evil-doers. The 
inhabitants of Kaiiul and of tiie noig'hbouring villages are heteby 
warned to submit to hi.s authority. For the future the carrviii<T 
of d^gerou-s weapons, whether swords, knives, or firearin.s, witJnn 
the .streets of Kabul,or within a distance of five miles from the city 
gates, IS forbidden. After a weeik from the date of this proclama¬ 
tion any ^u'soii found armed within these lii!nt.s will he liable to 
the penalty of death. Persons having in their possession any 
arhclus whatsoever which formerly belonged to members of the 
British Embassy are required to bring them forthwith to the 
Bntish camp. Any one neglecting this warning will, if finmd 
fiereatter in pcmessioii of any .such articles, be subject to the 
severest penalties. Further, all persons who may luive in their 
posseayoii any firearms or ammunition fornierly issued to, or 
wized by, the Afghan troops, are required to produce them, 
hor every country-matle vifie, whether breech or muzzle loading, 
a sum of Rs. $ will be given on delivery, and for evei-y rifle of 
European manufacture, Rs. 5. Any one found hei eafter in possesaion 
ot such weapons will be severely pmii.slied. Finally, I notify that 
^ u ^ l''^wfird of R.S. 50 lor tlie surrender of any person, 
whether soldier or civilian, concenied in the attack on the IJritiBh 
Embassy or for such information as may lead directly to his 
capture. A similar sum will be given in case of any imrson 
who may have fought against the British troops .since the 
did bepfcember hast (15th llaur/an), and has therefore become 
a rebel against the Amir, If any such person so surrendered 
or captured bes a captain or .subalteni officer of the Afghan 
army, the reward will be increased to Ks. 75, and if a field 
oflicer to Hs. 120. 
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APPENDIX XIII (see p, 805) 


Compcmti<m of the %nd {Khyb^T) North Afghm^Man 

Field Forci^ September^ 1879. 

Major-Oeiieral R. O. Bright^ (Ui., ConimainJittg. 

Vii^b%m K W. II. Croaoiij fiOtL Rifles, Aicle"'(le-(;amp. 

CJaptaiti rf. If. Bun I fir d, Aide-dc^Caiup. 

Ueutenaiit-Ooloiiel If. M. Wt^myss, Bengal Stai? Ccfrps, Deputy Acljntaut and 
iruter inaster-G en ei‘al. 

Mgjor \V. J. Boyes, ] - 12 tli Faot, Asi^istiuit Adjutojit^GeiieraL 

Cajmim the Heti. i\ Dutton, Brjih Footj Aasi^^liiiit Qiiartemia^der-fjciieral. 

Captaiti E. O’S. Brooke, 1.12tb Foot, Frovost-Maralial 


Afedmti Deparlrrieut. 


Deputy Surgeon-treiiera] H, B. Ila.^ijsard, Priiicipal Medical Officer. 


Beparimfuit, 


Major N- 11. Bindtoiij, Bengiil Staff (iorp^t, Principal Commissariat Officer* 


BiiiTrsii. Native* 


2 kJ 3 DivfEjroK. 

Majos-Gk^vcral E. 0. Buiour, c.u* 



Cavalnp 



7 4(1B 

4 254 

8 443 

7 410 


Total 


18 336 25 1,622 


* iSee Footnote, p, 6(>0. 

mu 


















2Nn Division. 

Majoh-Gknkral R, 0- Bkkiht, o*b. 

BaTTIftH. 

NATrVB. 

1 

e 

o 

g| 

u 

i 

?s 

i 

1 

1 

; (§ 

=1i 

ll« 

Sa§ 

iU 



Brought over 

, 18 

i33(! 

20 

1,523 



Artilierp. 




1 



( ] >“ A ^ Royal H orse A rt i 1J ery , 

fi 

1(50 

... 

I U 


18 gluts. 

^1 I-C, Royal florse Artillery ♦ 

8 

IfJG 

. i. 

12 

a 


V LAj lli>yai Horse ArliDery . 

0 

134 

. *. 




j (;~8j Rtjyal Artillery 

0 

147 

. ■. 



24 Field and 

] 14L Royal Ailillery . 

5 

97 

... 

14 

12 Moujitaiji 

1 Ko. 4 (Hazara) iVloimtain 






\ 

[ llatiery'. 

... 


4 

220 



Total 

ill 

704 

4 

200 


Sapp&Tif an d Mimr^. 







^ No. 2 Company . 


4 

2 

110 



No, 3 t^irapitny , 


5 

2 

103 


Bengal , , •< 

No. 5 Company and head¬ 





i71 ^ 


quarters ’ 


13 

7 

139 



^ No. 8 < .'oinpany . 


4 

2 

89 


nr j i 

ECompany . 


4 

4 

115 


Maara.s . 

“ A ** Company . * ,j 

3 i 

6 1 

3 

136 


■ 1 

‘*i'VCompauy , 


4 

4 

117 



ToUkl 


38 

24 

809 


Infantry. 





- -1 

l“5th Ftisiliers 


2 

149 , 




2-8th Foot^ . 


19 

smi 



j IQ f 

1-12th Foot , 


21 

780 



ssi 

l-25tli i^oot . 


20 

560 



1 

Slat Light luiADfery . - * . , 

la 

508 





Total 

80 : ‘ 

2,57n 


... 



Cknaed over . . 1 

27 i 

J.OoG 

54 t 

^,591 


^ See t'ftDtriote, p. fiflO, 














































Iiifentry 9j550, 
(Natire regiments 6^892.) 


660 

APFKNIHX XIII- 



amtinued. 


Snd DiTisto>\ 

MAJOR-GBNliaAL R 0. q.B* 


Brouglit over 

8th Ben^l Native In&atry . 

2nd Giirlcliiis ^ 

On idea In fantry ^ . 

4th fiurkiias^ 

22rid Paxjjah Native Infantry 
24th Pnjijah Native Infantry 
27 th Finijal? Native Infautry 
Both Punjab Native Infantry 
81st l*tinjab Native Infantry 
45th Sikhf^ . 

4th Madras Native Infantry. 

15th Madras Native Infantry 


Total 
On A NO Total 


BEITiaH. 


Nativij. 


1 

o 

h 

.g-d 

si 

t 

z 

1 

-.'5 d 

g a 1 

=I1 

127 

.%656 

54 

2/j91 


.. b 

7 

653 



7 ■ 

451 



8 

564 



G 

431 



22 

740 



T 

713 


... 

5 

602 


i -1 

8 

747 



7 

m2 



G 

636 



y 

600 



1 

124 


”■ 

S)1 

a,e<}‘2 

.127 


145 

9,483 


Graku Total, . 15>4I1 of all ranks. 

Leas . . . 2^627 at Kabul with let Divielou. 

10;»784 on line of cornraunkatioiL 


t II 10 following WiiS the constitution of the lat Brigade under Brigadier- 
Geueriil C. *h Gough, o.b., v.c., detached to 1st at Kabul: 

Guides Cavairy. 

20 sabres 10th Bengal Lancers. 

4 gnus No. 4 (Htmira) Mountain Battery- 
2-9th Foot, 

2iid Gurkhas. 

4th Gurkhas- 
Guides liifaiitrv. 

No. 5 Conjpauy* Bengal Sappers and Miners, • 
































APPENDIX XIV (see p. 328) 

Strength of the Kafnd FwM Force, Slet December, 1879. 


Enstern ^ Afghanista.ii Field Force, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Gejieml Su' F. S. Roberts, v.c. 



Bnimn. 


Nativk* 


Fras'r Division, 

£ 

g 

i 

Non-com- 
mihsk^iicd 
officers and 
men. 

1 

1 

m 

o 

% 

Native? olfi- 
non* 
coiimuis- 
sioTied 
officers and 
mou. 


BrigaiHer-General JX Massiy^ 
Commanding — 

JIth LitiiEOFS 

14 

319 




6tli Punjab Cav^alry , 


*0 

'm 


12th Bengal Cavaby , 

**. 

* * * 


395 


I4th Beiig^al r*ancer8. 
ArtUkr^. 

CoJonel B, D. (lordon,, a.A,j 
OomTnandhig— 

F"Aj RoyS Hors© Artillery 



G 

372 


0 

126 




G-t3, Royal Artillery, 

6 

136 

.-* 



No. 1 Mountain Battory , 

t *. ' 

# ■ * 

3 

153 


No, 2 IVloimtairi Battery . 

*,* 


0 

204 


Catling^j 2 . , , 

Infaniiy Bngad&. 
Brigadier-G-euerai 11* T. Mac- 
pheraon_, v,o.j Comtnandiug— 
67tb Foot * . * * 

02n<i Highlaodei's 

19 

20 

643 
724 ' 




28th Punjab Native Infantry i 

2nd Infctnlr^ Brigade, 
Brigadier-Cone ml T. D* Baker^ 
Commaii cl i 

72nd Higftanders 

23 

: 1; 

' *7 

*035 


3rd Sikbg * * , , 


8 

710 


oth Puiwab Infentry . 



5 

640 


23rd Beiiga! Pioneers 



7 

685 


5th Ourkliaa 

Nov 7 Cbm|K«iyj Sap]ieT9 
odd Miaers * . * 



7 

mo 



2 

3 

8G 


Tohd . * . * 

m 

2,067 

60 

4j843 

7,654 

All ranks. 


GGl 



























Skoono Division. 

1 

C 

Nou-com- 
mTSttlontd 
oHiijera and 
men. 

E 

O 

Native offi¬ 
cers, non- 
commiS’ 
sionod 
ofticeia and 
taon. 


Ist Brigade. 

Brigadier « General C. Goughj 
o.n.^ Conimanding, 

Citmiryr 

Colonel Jenkins, Conunandijig — 
The Guides , , , . 



4 

2d4 


lOtli Bengal I cancers (detach- 
nieiit) , , , . 

.., 


... 

20 


i%a/ Ariiiiey'p^ 

No, 4 (Htnsafa) Mountain Bat¬ 
tery (4 guns) 




125 


Bifantrrj Brigade. 

2-l>th F'oot , , * * 

19 





Snd Gurkliaa. . , , 

.., 


'7 



Guides Infantry , 



6 

564 


4tU Gurkhas . , , . 



0 

431 


No, 5 flompauyj Sappers and 
Miners , , . . 


11 

7 

139 


Total 

10 

fit)! 

m 

1,084 

2,G27 




All ranka. 


At Kahil — 

]Kt Division 

%tn\ Division (ptirt of) 

Grano Totait , 


AH ruT^ks. 

. 2,627 

* 10^281 including rogimotital 

i sinnkimn omcerfl* 


Yei$ri nti ry Depa rtmmt 

Vetorinnry-Siu-geoii F. F* ColUnSj Principal Veterinary Surgeon, 


JkpartTftenL 


Lieutenaot-C^olonci D. Liuiond, r.k.. Commanding Royal Engineer, / 
Major E, T. Thackeray^ vm.j R.K* 

f No, 2^ Lieutenant J. C. L* Campbell, 
No, 3, Captain IJ. Dove, 

No. Lieutenant E. S. HiiL 

No. bj Lieutenarj t W. F, H. Stafford. 





















CH)D 

AI>PENDIX XLY—continued 




CumniunictUiojift and Trfimport, 

Lieutenant-Coionel W, S, A. l^u;khartj Road Commaiiclanfc. 

Captain C, H. Stoddartj A^sista^t Road Cominandant. 

Lieu ten ant E- B, Coko^ Aiijsistaiit Road Commandant* 

UeiJtemnt’Colouol H, St. G. Tuckorj IHrcctor of'rransporte:^ 

Major J* C* T* Humfroy» 2-9ih Ftrot, i’leltl Treasm-e Chest (Jalalaljad). 
('aptaiii K. O'S. Brooke^ l-12th Field dVeasuve Choat (Landi Ivotfd). 
Lieutenant J. B. MaeDoimellj 1-Uth Foot;, in charge of Signalling, 

Ariiikrj/, 

Colonel C. R. O, KvanSj iua,, Commanding* 

C’aptain Jl. A, Linningj rt.A.j Adjutant, 

Captain R. H, S, Baker^ Orderljr Officer, 

I~Aj Royal Hor.se Artilleryj Alajor M* W. Oinmaney^ h.h-a, {1st Brigade). 
C-3^ Royal Artillery, Major 11, C. Magenis, r,a* 

1143, Royul Artillery, Major J. M, Dmiglaa, Jt.A. 

ILA, Royal Horse Artillery, Brevet Lieuteiiant^Colonel Sidney Barry, b*a. 
Royal Artillery, Major C* W. Wilson, it. a. 

No* 4 (liazara) Battery Mountain Train, Captiiio A, Broadfoot, a, a* (1st 
Brigade), 

Major S. Cargill, h.a., Ordnance Field Fnrk. 


IST BujOAD!!i, 

Brigadief’-Oeiieral 0. J* S. Gougli, v*o,, o*a*, f 'onimaiidEng. 

Captain M. G. Gerard, Bengal Staff L'orps, Brigade-Majnr* 

Major A. A. A. Kinloch, fJOth Rifle.^, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster General, 
Major H. J. Ilallowes, Brigade Transport Officer, 
lieutenant F. H, R, DniuiTiiOFvd, lOtli Bengal Lancers, Orderly Officer, 
Captain L* Tucker, Political As-sistanL 

Cavalrp. 

Guides Cfavalry, Colonel F. FL Jeukius, o,e., and Lieutenaat-CJokniel Stewart, 
10th Bengal Lancers, Major W. IL Macnaghten. 

Infa7i(r^> 

2-9th Foot, LieutenantrColouel W. Daunt, 
gnd Ourklias, Major A, Biittye. 

Guides Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel R, B. CamphelL 
4tli Gurkhas, Major F. F, Eoweroft* 

24th Punjab Niitive Inlantry, Colonel F. B, Nontum, 

4:5th Sikhs, Qolouel F. M. Amistroiig, 

No. (5 (Jompanyj Sappers and Miners, Lieutoiiaiit W, F. H, Stafford, H.n. 


' 3Nn Brio A UK, 

Brigadier-General C. G. Arhuthnot, n. A,, c.n,, Comuianding, 

Captain J* Cook, Bengal Skiff Corps, Brigade-Major. 

(kiptain C, A, (Jarthew, Bengal Staff (.^u'ps, Deputy Assistant Quurtermiister- 
General, 





Ofiva/rp, 

6th Dragoon Guards (Corahiniors), Liotiteoaiit-Colonel .1. Fryor. 

^3rd JiuiigTil Cavalry,, LieotenaiihColooiil A. B. IX Miiokeiizio. 
l7th Bengal Cavalry, Lieuteuant-Colonel 1’* J, VV^atsoii. 

51st King’fe Own light Infantry, (’olonel 0, Ball-Acton* 

23iul Ihinjab Native liifaTitry, Colorjel J, J. O'Brycn, 

27th Pnujah Native Iiitaiitry, lieiitenant-Colonel C, J. Hughes, 

No, 2 C'cmpany, Shippers and Miners, Cientonant J. C. L, Caniphcll, r,k 

Snn Brwaui':. 

Brigad ier-General J* Doran, <3 ,b,, Comnumding, 

Major H. P, Pearaon, l-12tli Ftiot, Brigade-Major, 

Lieutenant F, (!, Maisey, Bengal StjilfCiorps, Deputy Assistinit Quarter master- 
GoneraL 

/ji/antjy. 

Font, Colonel G. F. Walker, 

2nd Bengal liight Infantry, Colonel T, N, Baker. 

Sth Bengal Native Infantry, Lieutonaiit-fh^lotiel R* Smith,, 

SOth Ptnijab Native .Etifantry, Colonel T. W, H, Boisrfigon, 
diet Punjab Native Infantry, Lieutenaiit-C'Olouel F. I'weddell, 


APPENDIX XV (see p, 3^8) 


THfitnlndkyi^ of the %id {Khtf^er) Emt Afghmiinfan Fuld 

Force^ 31 Decmnhen 1B79. 

MAJOU-GEiViSllAL U. O* Bi«O 0 Tj CoAl^fANJi^N^^. 

Hrigude^ Brigadter-Qmieral Oharka Umgkj v.o., uiktehed tif Ut IHiimii; 



al KalfuL 

Cavalry . 

j Ouidea, 

' llOth Bengal Ijancers (small fletaebment). 

Artilleiy * 

. . No. 4 Mountain Battery (4 guns). 

f British 

. 2-9tli Foot. 
r2ud Gurkliiis. 

Infftutry 

J Guides* 

* ' j 4tii Gurkh^iis, 

INo. S Company^ Bengal Sappers* 


On Link of CommuN f cationsj EnYBiia RoifTW, 

Latalandf Si^h Bukij and Jagdahk. 

lOtli BengaJ Lancers^ (doUelimoTit), 

No* 4 Mouiitam Biitteiy (2 gtius), 

24th Punjab Natcvj Ini’aatry. 

No. 2 (■ompouy, Sappers, 

No. 3 Compjiny, tappers* 

Fe^^wan KoUi/^ Sfi/ed ami Gandamik. 

(HKAi>-QIMJFlTEHa OF 2 nJ> (f^FNEFiAI^ AltBUTilNOT's) BuIOAUe). 

10th Bengal Lancers (furnishing small cU'.tacInneiit). 

I- A;j Roy ill Horse Artillery. 

II- 9^ Royal Artilleiy (4 gULUfiX 

Foot (detAchincnt), 
f^lat Light Iiibuitry. 

22nd Punjab Native Infautry (famishing cletachmeTit), 
24th Punjab Native Jf dun try (1 company). 

45tii Siklis, route to Beh Bal^fi. 

No. 0 ConnKiny, Sappers. 

665 


TlCmJP 
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APPENDIX XV —mntimwd 




Eo^abitd and FMd Bntii/e* 

10th Ben^l Lancers (detachmeuts), 

22nd Piiimlj Native Infantry (detaclmient). 
27tli Punjab Native Infantry {iletaclunent). 


JaiaMnd. 

(DlVlSlONAn IlElAD"4lUA«ri?RS OF GEWKEAb BjiraHT.) 

Otb Dragoon Guarda (furnishing detachment). 

CUi, Iloyal Artillery (4 guns). 

1^12th I'oot {5 companies). 

27th Punjab Native Infantry (furnishing detachnienth 
1 company Madras Sappers, 


BunkaOf Basfiwil and Dakka. 

6th Dragoon Guards (1 squadron). 

3rd Bengal Cavalry. 

17th Bmigai Gavalry (furnishing detachment), 
D.A> Iloyal Horse ArtiUery (2 guns). 

C4i, Hoya! Artillery (2 guns). 

11-0^ Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

I -12th Foot (2 com pan I as). 

22iul Punjab Native Infantry (detachment). 
27th Punjab Native Infantry (deUohment). 
30t>i Punjah Native Infantry (2 companies). 

A Company^ Madras Sappers. 


lAimli Khana and Landi KotaL 

(3bD BniOAniSj III^AJ>’^^IJARTSnS OF GeNTSRtAL DcjlAPf.) 


l7th Bengal Gavaby (detachment). 
D-Aj Royal Floi'so Artillery (4 guns). 
l“12th Foot (detachment). 


]~26th Foot. 

5l9t Punjab Native Infantry. 

G ” Companyj Madras Sappers 


In Kh^ibfir, AH Mn»Jidj und Jmmui. 

I7tli Bengal Cavalry (detachment). Sth Heruifal Native Infantr>\ 

i-C, Royal Horse ArtiRery, 4th Madras Native In tan try. 

l-5tb Fusiliers (1 company). 15lh Madnis Native Infantry. 

On the Bl.it December, 1879, the Peshawar District Force was 
ihm constituted, a jjotiion iieiiig at Nowshera. It was oiterwardi 
reinforced and beaitne the Keserve Division: 





(Cavalry , . . , J&t Ben^I Cavalrjr. 

f I>“4^ Roya! ArtLllery* 

Artillery * , . , -j Hoyal Arliliery. 

( Royal Artillery, 

^ British / l"6th Fusiliers (r> com pan ia^). 

1 Depots and detacbmeiits* British regiments 


Infantry ^ 



l^th Madras Native Infantry (6 companies). 
Native depots. 


ToTiri—ill all, t)j439 of all ranks. 




%L 


APPENDIX XVI (Me p. aOl) 

Dist iilMiion of tnmju in the iL nrram Valley on, Decemlie^-, 1879 , 
under the command of B/igadiir-Gefieral J. Watson, o.e., v,o. 

iST UNDHlt BhJGA rUEH^^Tl^NJ'HAl. if, J* H, GoRDON. 

Fni woiv^ Bhaiomn imd Hubib KuIq>. 

13th l^ugal l^icers (1 squadron). 

U-dj Royiil Artillery {3 guti.^), 

1- Q, R<jyal Artillery (3 guria). 

341^1 Foot (thriiiahing aeUcliineiit). 

35th Foot (Hing), 

21st Punjab Iiitantry, 

S9th Punjab lufantry (furnii^hing detachments). 

At Knrmm ForL 

13tb Bengal IjaricerB (furnishing detachments). 

C"4j Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

2- 8th I'^oot (2 companies). 

85th Foot (detachment). 

11th Bengal Infantry (3 coiiipanioa), 

13th Bengal Infiiutry (furni4iing detacliments), 

3ni> uprnER BarGAnrEii-GENEHAij Tytler* 

At BaM KheL 

13tb Bengal Lancers (detachment)* 85tli Foot (detachnventb 

C-4, Et»yal Artillery (2 gims). llth Bengal Infantry (5 companicft). 

No, 1 (llohat) Battery (SJ guns). 20th Punjab Infantry (2 ompanies). 

A t Thai and AHsiai. 

let Bengal Cavalry (furnlfibing detachment). 

11-8, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

No, 8 Comjpauy Sapxjera. 

85th Foot (wing), 

5tli Bengal Infantry, 

20th Punjab Infantry (8 companies). 

At ICi^hatj Ba?tnu^ etc^ 

18th Bengal Cavalry (furnishiug detacbmeut). 

Edlj Royal Artillery* ^ 

No* 5 Garrison Battery (detachnient). 
l-5lJi FusiiierH (2 companies). 

4th Battalion Hi do Brigade* 

Ist Sikhs. 

4tb Punjab In&ntiy* 

5th Punjab Infantry (depot). 

1st Madnis infantry* 

Details. 


APPENDIX XVII {see p. 348) 

Sefum of the Bengal Divi^on uTtder Lieuienant-Gmeral Sir Donald Stewart on. Us depaHure. from 

Kmidfiliar^ Marche 1880 * 


FoitcE Heajkqi ARTEitf! AKB Cavaxhy BaruABE. 


Corps* 

TROOPS. 

If 

C3 

5 

or DHAlfGKT 

Ai’lMAtS. 

TsANSFoas^ 

Antmai.3, 

i 

tl! 

> 

Beitisk. 

N.^tivs* 

a 

■ S 

3 

CQ 

rS 

;S 

1 

’§ ■ 
At 

f3 

1 

^ * 

D W 

■y 

II 

a 

J 

1 

i 

m 

o 

4 £ 

§ d 

0 S 

■111 

ai 

<S 

J? 

ri 

S 

^ 3 « * 

i § 
sajs 

OS 

Field Force Head-quarters 

20 

88 

108 

149 

257 

lOT 





a 

153 

12 

269 

Cavalry Brigade Head-quarters 

Royal Artillery StaJf 

a 

2 

*.* 

a 

2 


a 

2 

9 

6 

**. 

*., 

: 



13 

9 


27 

12 

A-Bj H. H.A, * * . . » 

2 

154 

156 


156 

203 


21 



1 13 

291 

11 

352 

11-11, R*A* (3 gBoSj roodiitain) 

1 

24 

25^ 

'm 

63 

a 

36 



! 

I' ... 

66 

4 

115 

19th Bengal Lancers 

8 

^ P 

8 

415 

423 

427 





1 210 

218 

34 

466 

No 4 Company, Sappers and Miners 

3 

7 

10 1 

106 

116 

9 


37 




107 

BO 

208 

No. 10 Company, -Sappers and Miners 

2 j 

5 

7 I 

99 

106 

4 


48 




104 

49 

i85 

Engineer Field Park 

1 

5 

6, 


6 

2 






50 

199 

169 

Commissariat Department 

2 

4 

6' 


6 

4 



12 


!!* 

671 


223 

Transport Department 

Field Post Office , . , * 

5 

1 

29 

34 

1 


ai 

1 

to 

*** 





15G 

3 


39 

7 

19 th Punjab liifantry 

8 ; 

« ■ « 

8 


662 







251 

45 

238 

Field Hospital * * . . . 

! 











35 


122 

Total * * * . . 

58 ; 

1 316 

374 

1,461 

1,835' 

783 

36 

106! 

12 


232 

2,073 

434 

2,232 



C?5 
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APPENDIX XVil— 


1st Erioads. 


i 

CJOSKL 

TROOPS. 


RiDISQ OE DitAUOHT ' 

Animals, 

Transpoet 

Atoials. 

1 

: a 
\ ^ 

BapprsH. 1 

Native. 

& 

a 

T-fr 

i 

K 

M 
^ ! 

i 

li 

i 

1 

g 1 

f 

2 

s ■ 

II ; 
it' 

. u 

3 

S 

S 

u 

i 

P ! 

£ 

B 

m 

A S 

111 

Pi 

Q /f- ^ 

/h'S 

r 

1 

ii-H~ 
i ? i 

EE 

0 3^ 

1st Brigade Staff . 


4 


4 1 


4 

9 




1 

... . 

i ■ * ’ 

11 


23 

11-11^ R*A. (4 gimstj mountam) 


5 

53 

58 ; 

84 

142 

1'2 

118 

... 

... 

... 1 

1 1 

i 144 

10 

162 

2-GOt.li Rifies, . . , 


19 

637 

656 i 

i 

656 

10 


14 



... 

715 

39 

560 

Igt Punjab Cavalry 


5 


5 

1 oil 

516 

439 





235 

221 

35 

536 

15th Sikhs * » . . 


6 

* T« 

6 

1 685 

691 

6 





... 

2o3 

45 

236 

25th Punjab Infantry . 


7 


7 

1 fi43 

650 

7 






*— # 

39 

293 

C^ommissariat 


1 

2 

3 


3 

2 



6 



200 


89 

General Hospital . 


3 

*** 

3 

... 

3 

2 






M 

. 1* 

59 

Total 

- 

50 

®2 

742 

1^923 

2,665 

4S7 

118 

14 

“ 

... 

236 

1^796 

168 

1,958 

[ 

































































APPENDIX XVII— contin7u^d 

2nI> BrI(3AI>E, 


<SL 


OOEPS. 

TROOPS. 

i 

a 

rn 

c 

£ 

BiDiSfG OR Draught 
Animals. 

1 Transport 

Animals. 

1 

i 

> 

"o 

Bbitish* 

j Natitk. 

i 

'£ 

o 

i 

<£ 

o 

o 

3 

.1 

£ 

1 

^ '31 

|l 

j'5 

4 

1 

cs 

Q 

S 

a 

£ 

fa 

M 

o 

u . 
ill 

s ig 

1 

h 

a 

= .E § . 

fill 

i s 

E S® 

O g = 

Head-quartersj 2nd Brigade . 

Iw>yal Artillerjf (field) , 
fJ-lij Royal Artillerv (ijeavv) . i 

Slid Punjab Cavalry * . , | 

59th FtKjt . , , , , ! 

Slid Sikhg - . » . * 

3rd Gurkhas ■ . , , * 

Orilnaiice Park . . . , 

Treasure . , . , , 

Total » . , , 

Totalj 1st and 2nd Brigades 

4 

7 

1 ^ 

! S 

J8 
8i 
Gj 
I 1 

146 ; 
92 

738 

5 

4 

153 

97 

8 

756 

8 

6 

6 

1 

470 

rh 

51S 

4 

: 15.3 

in ; 
478 i 
756 
731 
524 
6 

1 ^ 

1 142 

0 

487 

12 

8 

6 

4 

*8 

'27 

400 

3 

13 

f ... : 

243 

152 

288 

297 

28C 

823 

259 

327 

540 

140 

12 

11 

15 

2 

45 

45 

57 

269 
291 
530 
520 
580 
353 

270 

185 

35 

57 

mi j 

1 

1^038 

1,711 

3,749 

672 

8 

'427i 

3 

13 ^ 

5 

346 

3,012 

187 

3,033 

107 

1 

1,6731 

I 

1,780 

3,634 

5,414 

1,159 

126 

441 j 

9 1 

13 

482 

4,808 

355 

4,991 











































































§L 


APPENDIX XVIII (see p. 392) 

Apjyroxwititc of ik(^ Kalmi f'ield on MarcJii^ 1880 


OOBPW CaM^JAN^^A^^TS, 


o 


Sa^’jierx and Mmvrs. 

Na» 2 Uompanyj Lieuteimiit J. C. 
OflmpWll, tt,K. , 

N 0. 3 j Captain 0, J )ove^ b. h. 

No* 5 (^ompajiyj LieutPUHiit 8* 
Hi 11^ . * * ' .; 

No. 7 Cunipanyj Lieutoiiant P. T* 
Haatoiij 

Arfilier^ under LientenajU^Coimei 
Ji. L Gordm, ^ 

F-A, Royal Horae Artillery^ Major 
A* J. C* Smyt.li“V^loUhaTn . 

G-3, Koyal Artilleryj Major MC R- 
Cra&ter * * * - - 

No, 1 MouaUiu Battery (4 guns), 
(.'aplaiii IL R* L* Morgan . 

No, 2 Mountain Batter) ^ Major G. 

Swiiiloy * . * » ♦ 

No* 4 Mcjuiitaiii Battery j, Ciaptain A* 
Broad foo t , , . * ■ 

Oavtilri/ under lirif/adier^^jerieral 
M, Gough, 

9th Major 11 A. Baalimai^ 

(J. o* . * 

5rd Bengal Cavalrj^ licTiteiiant- 
Colonel A. 11 H* Maeheus^^ie 
17ih Bengal Cavalry^ Major E. Cl 
Newnham , * , - - 

Guides f, -aval 17 , Lieuteiiant-tJoionel 
G, Stewart * * * - * 


ilfft fnjtmtrt/ Jhdgade under 
Brigadier-Gene^rni if- T. 
Mocpher.^on. 

92zid HighlanderSj (..'olouel 
G* H* Parker, o*b. * 

128th Pmmh I nfazitry , Colonel 
J. lluafton* 

45th Punjab Infantry (Rat¬ 
tray'(3 Sikhs), Llentenaut- 
Cowjnel F- M, Arnistiong * 


1 . 
s ^ 

•**>2 
p ^ 

■|“ 
^ Du 
S M 
■K-® 


12 


17 


|l H 

a « B 

III 

^1- 




«o 


IB 


182 

17B 


340 


287 


Is 


101 

101 

77 

88 


885 


18 


17 287 


22 


22 


085 


em 


U3 

li>9 

150 


492 


872 

412 

275 


Id 1,059 


16 


lOT'^ 

107 

85 

m) 


108^ 

184 

147 

204 

154 


304’ 
880 
416 
279 J 


802 


857 


1,879 


:< 638 


1,808 


717^ 

646 

G7BJ 


2,041 


672 
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S :A 

|| 


M u 


§ 

cT 

9 


s 


j id 1 liglilanderSj Lieutenmi 
t’aloiici F, Browidow, o.u. 

^ 5th Gurkhas, Lieuteiiaial 
(\>lonel A. FilUHugh;, imj. 
h'd 9 i Li t-Oc' 

G* Noel Money, cmi- . 

-th Punjab lufentryj Major 
il* M. Pratt 


Brfff(idier*OeneraJ W. Ii 6 bcrt&. 
fi7th Foot, Colonel C. B. 

KnowV^, r.u. , 

4 th trurkhatJj Lieuteoaii 

Colonel F. h\ Mow^croft 


M In/autry Brigade u/tder 

C. J. S, 

Qoygh. 

Stli Foot, (.'olouel W. paunt, 
0 * 11 , ... * 

2nd Gurkhas, Lientenont- 
Colonol A. Battye . 

24tli Punjab Infantry, Lieu- 
tonaat4Joiouel F. B* Norinaii 


Unattached* 

2JlriI Pioneers, Lieutenaut-Coloiiel 
FL Collett r . ♦ . 

Onideg Infantry, Lien tenant-Colonel 
|L B* Campbell . 


'i or All 


Britisei:, 

jrATIVE, 










sl^' 

gll 

^■1 



Tc-itAli* 

i- 

t 

' -3 « 

Is 

■ci 

s| 

r 



10 

001 



710^ 


j 


B 

030 


■2j615 

;! ■•■ 


10 

tJ34 

044 


... 

n 

000 

0l7j 


‘ 10 

es)i 

m 

t,fl7y 



23 

022 

■ + i 


045’' 



: .** 

7 

o32 

539 

^l,B22 

1 


0 

G32 

63tl, 


23 

622 

13 

i,I04 



10 

440 



435^ 




7 

622 

53Q 

^1,729 



B 

717 

725^ 


16 

440 

15 I 

1,249 





0 

759 

707 > 

caoo 



G 

007 

013) 



11 

1 .;«j6 



100 i 

3,102 1 

132 

8j8fJ2 

12,215 


Mn raute 


j tCti, Royal Artillery, Major 1'. Graham. 

■jqlO-l L Royal Artillery, Major C* D* A. Striker, u, a- 
l12“9. Royal Artillery, Major IL L, Gwyn, u*a, 

3rd Puiijih Cavalry and druifts (Kuro|jean, 530; Native 30), iMajor 
A. Vivian* 
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Dozily ratiofn 

RoldierA. 


Atta 

Gbi 

Salt 

Rojii 


12 chlttiickQ- 
2 „ 

1 chittaok. 
i I* 

1 lb, Di “Weekly. 
1 drani. 


Ea'iroct from General lioheriiB deispiitcky No, 1889^^ dated ike 
Ylih Jprii, IBBO. 

I think 1 have now dealt with all the points ot military 
tniportfLiiee connected with the military position in Nortlieni 
Afc^hanistan, ljut there are a few questions of more general interest 
which I fIe^^ire to bring to the notice of Idis Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief and the Government of India. 

First wnth regard to rations : the daily scale of issue to 
native troops is given in the nmrgiin It has 
been foiincl throughout the campaign, eveji 
when the men were employed upon hard 
work, that 12 chittaclcs of attu daily are 
amply sufficient for the native troops, sup“ 
pleniented as of late, through the liberality 
of Govcniment, t>y a bi-w^eekly issue of 1 ib. 
of meat. In a climate like Afghanistan, 
where the inhabitants are all meabeiiters, this liberality has been 
most wise. Every endeavour was made, bt‘fore this t^'^chion was 
granted, to supply the native portion of the force with meat on 
payment, and I attribute to this, in great measure, the sound 
health aiul excellent stamina which they now exiiibit. 

“ With regard t;o the issue of rum, if I may be permitted to 
offer an (^pinion, 1 wfiuld suggest that it should not l>e issued free 
to native troops, except luider exceptional circumstances of fhtigue 
and weather; but that tlie Commissariat Department should be 
authorised to have in store a sufficiency of rum tt> admit of a 
bi-weekly issue to such troops as think the spirit, 07i and 

then only on the leconmienaatioii of the ntcoical officer and under 
the sanction of the General Officer Commanding* Onf all occasioiis 
when rum is sanctioned, either free or on payment, those who do 
not partake of spirits should be allowed a ration of tea and sugar 
under similar conditions. 

St < 27 ^ Xhe scale of rations for native followers requires no 
alteration. 

m 
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European ration, 

Bt^ad . , 

V^efjvblea 
Bicio * , ,4 

, I 

T«a, . . . : 

Sugar , , .3 


11 lb. 

If:: 


The European rations now under issue in Kabul are as 
per margin, and with reference to them 1 
\tould make the following remarks: the 
inci-ease of | lb, in bread and meat is, in my 
opinion, very desirable; for not only is the 
meat, as a rule, on seiwice, inferior to that 
snppbefi in cantonments, but the extras 
which can be procured from the coffee-shop 
am not here foidhconiing. When the 
vegetable ration consists of potatoes, 1 lb. Is sufficient; but when 
it is made of mixed vegetables IJ lb. k necessary, Tlie substitu- 
tion of dkal for any portion of the vegetable ration I consider 
UTi desirable. 

Tinned soups and meats and biscuits are most valuable, and 
shoidd be liberally supplied to every force in the field* They are 
portable and liked by the men, to whom they furnish a vei‘y 
welcome change of diet, I would very strongly mconimend that 
a much larger issue of these ai^ticles than hitherto been 
sanctioned should be provided. 

A question which has arisen during this campaign, and 
which may cion up imain, has hetm the 

iuwQod, . . ■ ^ \ 1 - j. .■ 

provision of firewood for cooking to native 

troops and followers* Throughoiit tlie winter lirewood could not 
he purchased at Kabul, and it was absolutely necessary to issue it 
to these men. This was done at the rate of one seer per man, but 
this amount is not arbitrary, and might, under certain circum¬ 
stances, be diniiliialied. Since roads were reopened and markets 
re-established, the issue of wood has been discontinued. In framing 
any future rules for the guidance of a force in the field, the (juestion 
of providing firewood througli tlie Comniissai'iat Departn^ent for 
native troops and followers, free or on payment, should be vested 
in the General Officers CommaTiding, 

“SO. The scale of clothing authorised by Govern men t for 
. native troops and followers was found, even 

Nothing. Afghanistan, to 

be most liberal, except that during the very coldest weather a 
second blanket was I’equired. This u'ant I was able to meet from 
stfK'k in hand, and as the weather becaine milder these extra 
blankets were withdrawn and returned into store* Warm stockings, 
too, are very necessary in a climate where frost-bite is not 
uncommon ; fortunately some thousands were procured locally and 
ipssued to followers, ^Llic ordinary native shoe of India, as providtxl 
by the Commissariat Department, is utterly 
unfitted for a country such os Afghanisbin, 
Major Badcock will send to Peshawar (where they c^n easily be 
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made up) a pattara Kabxtli shw, which I aiH convince^l would he 
found feidniiiBhly ^>tiited for native troops and foll<)wcr^i crossing the 
frontier. We rue now almost entirely dependent on the local 
market fur our shoes. 

A huge supply of linglish’-made animunihion buots shovild 
always at^eonipany a force in the field, in 
AirmiuiutionbootH. natives whu use them, 

and who are oftexi; ciipplcd by vvearing other descriptions of shoe, 
to obtain tliem on payment at the moderate rate now fixed^ vh. 

Its, 't per pair, v i i 

“ The country-made waterproof sheets^ though slighUv heavier, 
have proved themselves quite as serviceable, 
AVivttirpioof sheets, English-ujude ones- 

At the close of the auripaign, I would very strongly recom¬ 
mend that an intelligent eominittee should be required to go 
thoroughly into these questions uf clothing for troops^ British and 
native, and fur followers, 1 would also suggest that when a decision 
is arrived at, sealed patterns of every article approved should he 
depositt‘d at all nianufacturiug cejitres, and in all the large jails, m 
that when certain articles are ret]aired they need only be called for, 
and preel oils tmicj(often wasted in I’eference) and correspoii:d(:iico sa% ed* 
The number of doolie-bearers with the two divrsions 
of the Kabul Field Force, now at Kabul, 
1 >tx>iiB-i)P&vera- 3,5S(i, w'ith tlie very moderate sick report 

of 65, or 1 per cent, of strength. 

Doolies and dandies are distributed as follows : 


British troops , 
Nutive troops . 


dofilioa, n |>er cent. 
darniiiJSj 2 per cent, 
doolies, 2 per cetiL 
dandies^ 3 per cent. 


a percentage which I consider sudreient for field Rervice, as, in the 
event of any unusual ruiml>cr of casualties, transport animals could 
and would be made use of, and it is most laidesirable to increase 
the number of folltjwers. 

The Lushai daiuh^ for this sort of warfare is much pi'eferabk 
to the carpet or dhurrk dandy, as it can 
The Liishaa diHidy. ^ m^ide into a and men are not so 

liable to fall out of it. 

Bourke's doolie is very good, but liable to get out of order 
and difficult to repair xvben brokem The 

Ik>\itkr/s dooHe. ordinary kind is fair and serviceable. 

^ SSiJ. I would iii’gc that in future all field-serx iee tents should 
be iimde after the pattern of the vnimintain- 
Fidd'iiervice tcufea. battery tent, single fly for natives, double 
for Europeans, and that the poles should constnicted on the 
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tekfJCOpKi principle^—that h, that na thinning of the wood where 
it eiitenj the socket should be allowed either on uprights or ridge 
p(jJes and that the old system of paring away should abandoned* 
Instead^ the up[)er section slioiiid sit fiat on the lower. Doubtless 
the sockets will have to be longer and strong(?r than those now iti 
use^ but this is the only means by which tents t^aii be adapted to 
mule and pony carriage, which will no doubt in future wars be our 
cliief means oi‘ traiispoit. 

The Waler horses of the ciavarlry and artillcrj'^ have stood 
the strain remarkably w^ell, considering the 
A Li lortm hard work and great exposure they have had 
to bear, an<i also tiiat for a very considerable time they were 
entirely deprived of green food, I feel sure this information will 
be most satisfactory, seeing that, for the future, the artillery and 
cavalry in India must mainly dei>end upon the Australian market 
for their reiiiounts, 

‘^54* As there are some minor points of detail which might 
advantage«nisly he coiisidcrcd by tlitise who 
ha^ the expenencc of recent service, 1 
Imve c;onvened a committee, with t.oloiiel 
MacGregor, c.Ji., as Fresidcnt, which will take suggestions and 
recoid opinions regarding packing transport animals, equipment, 
kit, dress, etc., of both ofticei^ and men of the several branches of 
the Service. From the t'onstitution of the committee, I feel certain 
that their lecom mend at ions cannot but be valuable, and I hope to 
have the honour of submitting them shortly, for the cojisideratiou 
of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chicf.'^’ 


§L 
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Tabk shonmg a’p^vjim£del^ the diMriimtkm a7id Mrength of the British Forces in Afghamstan piim‘ to the 
final evaeimiion of Kal^ (10th At^gnst^ 1880), bemg the tm.vimum strength atfmneS during the war 

T, 


NDETSERN AFGBAKlRlAK 


LlEWBKAST-QKb^EliAL SlE D. StEWABT, E.C.B, 


DEsCainTQs. 


[StafE . ‘ , 

JojinsoH. 


J 


Cavaliy 


A, qJ 

, '■ I 

I Brig.^Gec, H. HI f 
I GoTigli, y.cA 
' aB/ ^ 


Infanti^ 




( 1 ) f. 

Brig.-Gen. H. T.J 

Macpherson, j 
C.B. ( 

( 2 ) 

Bi%,-Gen. T, B. 
Baker, 


(3) 

Bng.-^Gen, 
MacGregor, 


I f 

. c. mJ 

gor, C.B. ( 


6-S, HcjaJ ArtilJerj . 
n-2, Rotal ArtiUery 
No* 2 Mountain Battery 
Gth Lancers 
3rd Bengal Cavalry 
3rd Punjab Cavalry 
Central India Horse 
92Dd Highlanders 
2cd Gurkhas 
23rd Pioneers 
24th Punjab Intantry 
72nd Highlanders 
5bii Gurkhas 
2Bd Sikba ■ 

3i’d Sikhs * 

2-ijOth Eiies 
4th Gurkhas 
15th Sikhs 
25fch Punjah Infantry 

Total . 



British. 

S KaTIVIS. 

Total 
all rank^ 


OIBo&r&. 

Men, 

Bntiish 

1 

1 M«n. 

is 

T9 

1 



i 

f 

\ 

{ Moun¬ 
tain 1 j 

}" 

190 

5 

1 

418 



19 

31B 

27 

1,2S7 



19 

651 

22 

1*77? 

• 9,987 


33 

T87 

22 

1,743 



21 

616 

2d 

1,916 


18 

173 

2,562 

101 

7,lol 



678 








































g'g‘2 

H O tS 
'a Jj ^ 
-p£3 O S 

^ rf o 
‘**^ " 
C l-r ' 

,j4^ 


^ bo 

-2 K ^ 

"a aS"^ 
a^as 
a o 


Md 

-ag 

g i 

S'S 

B| 


Sappers 

Artillety 

Cav?4ij J 


Infantry^ 


Artillery 

Cavalry. 
iDfautry 


Brigadier C. 
S, Gough. 


,rl 

t] 

1 


Brigadiers E* J, 
Hughes arid 
Daunt, 


No, 10 Company 

Royal Artillery . 

11*11, Royal Artillery 
1st Pxniiai Cavalry , 

Sud Pmijab Cavalry (3 troops) 
Guides 

S-9th Foot (6 oompaniesj 
59th Foot, . , 

$Tth Foot , 

Sill Punjab Infantry. 

27th Punjab Infantry 
28th Punjab Infantry 
45tli Sikha 
Srd Gurkhas 
Guides 

Details from Eoberis^fi Force 


Total 


Nofl. 2t 3, 4, 5, and 7 Companies 
A-Ej ^yal Horse Aitiilery 
G-3, Eoyal Arfcilloiy , 

6-11, Eoyal Artillery, 

12*9, Royal Artillei-y 
No. 4 Mountain Battery , 

2nd Punjab Cavalry (3 troops) 
I9th Bengal I/ancer^ (S troops) 
2-9th Foot (2 coTDpaoles) . 

67th Foot (detachment) , 
loth Punjab Infantry 


Total . 






















































NORTH^SSN AITGHAXIB FAXf — Li'EUTEiNAiiiiT-GKXEflAij SiB D. Stewart^ k.c*b^ 






I 


UfATlTE. 











Total all 
r^ki. 



UBSCBrPTIOK* 

Gans. 

Officers^. 

MeQ, 

Britlsb 

Officers. 

Hen. 

S '7S*S 

£ S 

Sappers 

• ■■{ 

; No. d Company, Bengal * . .1 

1 A,'- ’* C," “ I’" Companies, ATadras .) 



12 

5 

sm 

\ 

•<r§^ ® 

Artillery 


j C-3, L-6, R.A., and No. 1 M.B. . 

16 

11 

296 

4 

230 



Cavabj 

i 

. . . 

i 6th Dragoon G oards . . . . \ 

1 4tb. 5th, 17th Bengal Cavalry , ,j 


15 

310. 

24 

1,235 

-14,025 

.2 “ 
4 I 

fel-So 
%M §:i:d 

^ \ 

Infantry "I 

Brigadiers W* A, j 
Gib, J* Doran. J 
and R. S. Hill. 

\ l-5tb, 1-lStb, 2-l4tb, l*25th, Bist] 

j Foot.* j 

1 8tb, 9th, 16tb,22iid, 27th,' 30tb, Slst,! 

1 SSjid, list Bengal Infantry ^ 

'\ 1st Gtirhbas . » . . . 1 


1 

! 

101 

a,3S9 

82 

79 


1 

: 1st, 4tbf 15th ^ladras Infantiy^. . j 










1 Total .... 

16 

127 

4,007 

116 

9,776 





j M-At Royal Horse Artiliery , A 







§d 

Artillery, 

* 

1 1-A, Royal Horse Artillery , , 1 

I 10-11, Royal Artillery \ . , J 

IS 

8 

34S 


139 

1 

fd 



j Sth Hnssari. . . . , A 







: 

Gavalij 

. . . 

; lOtib Bengal Lancers . , J 

[ 11th Bengal Lancers . , . f 


10 

292 

8 

971 

, 6.367 

« 



J 14tfa Bengal Lancers . . . j 






InfantTy 


1-I2lh Foot . » . 

: l-17tb Foot 

I 1st Bengal Infantry . , . .j 








- 

! 6th Bengal Infantry . , . . / 


32 

2,166 

16 

2,9T7 


Is 

{14 



j 39 tb Beng^ Infantry . . . j 

1 Depots . . \ . .j 










‘1 Convalescents and other details 

! 










i Total .... 

18 

50 

3,S06 

24 

4DS7 


GRaxd Total ^t and near ^abulf and 011 the Kliyber Ijlne of ConnDniiteatioii * 

94 

451 

12^3 

330 

27,563 

^ 40,587 


Depot aad detachment. 


680 
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KUKEAM FIELD FORCE.—MAJOH-GjEKEaAL J, Wai:sox, aB. 


B£SCB1CP!tlOK* 


I 


Sappers 

Ca^rali^'. 


Infantry^ 


Brigadiers J. J, 
H* &ordon aiiii 
H. B. L. New^ 
digate. 


: No, S Company . , . ^ 

\ C-4, E-3» and Eoyal Ajrtiller7 
No, o Garrison , 

1st Bengal Camlry , 

8th Bengal Cavalry (detachment) 
i3th Bejngal Lancers, 

Bengal Cavalry, 

2-Sth and 85th Foot , 

4th E.B. (2 companies) 

5th Bengal Infantiy . 

11th Bengal Infantry (detachment) 
IStb^ 20th| 2ist^ and 28th Bengal In 
fantry * , , , 

1st Sikhs . , , , ’ 

[ Beoli Battalion, , , ' 

Depots and Staff , , * 


Total 


18 


Ji 


18 


Bpiitish, 


Officare, I Meet, 


15 


2 

410 


61 


76 


1,831 


2,243 


Naxite. 


Britiaii 


21 


49 


71 




Men, 


104 

213 

1,332 


4,590 


6,289 


TbUlall 

ranka. 


8,679 
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SOUTaSlBN AFGHANISTAN. 


Staff, . 

ArtiOeTj 


o o S 
W 


^ K -T 


3^ 53 


!4 


DEBtlilPTlOS* 


Cavalry | 
InfaQtry 


Sappers 

Artillery 


Cavalry, 


ItifLintry’l 


Colonel O.Y. Tan¬ 
ner, 2Stb N.I 


C-2, Eoyal Aitilleiy . 
3rd Sind Hotso. 


6Stb Foot . 

g^th Bombay lafantry 

Total 


No* 2 CompEany* Bombay , 


j B-B, Royal Horse ArtilleTy 
■\ 0-2 and S-li, Royal Artillery 


3id Sind Horae . * ♦ 

Foona Horse (detachment) 
3rd Bombay Cavalry. 


Brigadiers H. F. f 2-Tth and 60th Foot . . , . 

Brooke and Ist^ 4th, 13th, 28th, and 30th Bombay 
R. S, BTarrows, ( f Infentry . . . * , 


Total 


Qnxis. 

BHiTisa. 

Native. 

1 utai All 
ranks. 

OffiiCeie. 

MaiB, 

Botieb 

Men, 


87 

97 


343 

627 

% 

2 

55 

... 

5 



... 



2 

130 


. 1,196 


b 

265 

a 

i ^21 

j 


2 

10 

320 

10 

666 





5 

2 

104 

1 


10 

15 

340 


25 









^ 6,112 




16 

1,103 




40 : 

1,180 

34 

3,249 



10 

56 

1,525 

51 

4,481 




682 








































CavaJi-y . 


Poona Horse (detachment) 




1 

6S 

1 

[- *90 

to CiiamaD / 

Infantiy 

■ 

16th. and lUtb Bombay Infantry 


... 


i 

420 

J 


- 


Total , * , . 

... 



2 

488 


M ^ f 

.S 1 

Artillery 

. . . .{ 

F-2 and 14-9, Eoyal Artilleiy * A 
No, 2 Monutam Battery , . ,/ 

16 

2 

223 

4 

164 






2nd Sind Horse . , , * .) 
Poona Horse (detachment) ^ , 1 








“la2 

Cavalry » 


1 



16 

906 


' 5,127 


1st ^fladras Cavalry , . , .J 

2-llth Foot.1 







3 ^ ■ 

U 0 

O' 



Infaatrj 

« 1 # * " 

4tb, 9 th, lOfcb, and 16th Bombay In- ^ 
fantiy (detachment) * . ,1 


23 

805 

25 

2.882 

- 



V. 

24tb and 7th Eombay Infantiy, J 










Total . , , . 

16 

32 

1,098 

45 

3,952 












Sappers. 

i. » ■ fc 

3rd, 4th ^ and Sth Companies (Bombay 



12 


222 


^ *3 ^ M ^ 

0 o ^ ta\ 
« s j:: O ^ 


Sappers) , , . ♦ , 



6 

1 


Cavalry, 

. . . .{ 

1st Sind Horse (detacbment) , ,) 

2nd Bombay Cavalry , , * * J 




6 

491 

1 

[ 2,234 

1 

OPQ CQ « 1 

Infantry 

/ 

5th and 23 j d (detachmentis) , \ 




22 

1,467 

J 


i ^ ■:ii o 

^ ^ 2 0 t> 

• • • •{ 

2th, 10th, and 16th Bombay Infauny/ 








1 











Total , , . . 

*'* 


12 

33 

2,189 



GbAxd Total to Sonthem Afghanistan , . . , 

28 

184 

3,052 

in 

12,309 

15,686 




683 



































RECAPITULATION 



BRlTttiH. 

Native* 

TotsU, 




Men, 


Natives, 

I. Korthem Afghsmisfcan * , , , , , ! 

j 451 

12,253 

330 

27,553 

40,5g7 

U 

H. Kurram District . . j 

TG 

2,24a 

71 

6,289 

8,679 


South^m Afgbauistaji ♦ . , . . ' 

1 

184 

a,052 

141 I 

12,309 

15,6&S 

28 

Ghand Total. . , * 1 

1 

. 1 

111 1 

1 

17,nig 

542- 

1 4H,151 

64,952 

140 
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Seb-llAbu, 

dfitlRlCj F^u^rt'ajj. 


^GuuilRmak 


f FVirt 

liattye, DRiurRat 
and JalalAbud. 


2H1J B^iLC^AJJ^K, 
BjHlOADIlvii- 

GRNBlLAi. J. 
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APPEN))IX XXI (see p. 45i4) 

Dintrlbidimi oj the 2ind Divhi^n and Ueiten^e Dlvmoa KaMti FieM Fvfei)^ 
27Januant^ IHEO, 

11-0, Boyal ArtiH'iSry (4. llCajoT J. M. 

N^al. 2; IJ, and ^ Companies^ Bengal 
latli Ben/jal CRT?ilrj (d^tiiuhniunt). 

14th Bengal rjLooQis (tJotitchjaoiir), 
filsti F''ut, t>i0nt«iiaiibCf»}oiiol iMil-Aotojcv. 

,43tib Lit!iiteiJ4Uit-C<)J!onal F. M. Aiuistmng^ 

1-A, lioyftl jlojTwe Artillery^ Mj^ur M. W. OrnHiftnaj* 

3rd Etiugid CayflhT, Lhnct^miiit-Coionel A. IbB, MackiTiairt, 
JThb Ben^finl Qayaliy {1 aanndrou)* 

1-12th Foot (S <N>iTjpiiiiid»>. 

8 th ^ugal ru fan try (ti {ioiu|>aa3a»}, Ltantouarjt Goloaol 
Ek SuiiGi. 

22atl Fuidah Infnxitry, Colonel B, T. Stafford. 

27th Punjab infantry (1 JiDinj^yS. 

^0-3, Hnjal Ai tlJlery H jiniiB}, ltii(ioT H, Cols Magenia. 

Gth Pwigoon (lu;irde (2^ gtinHdTonfl), 
iTth llenijal Cavahy (2 gqiaMlroEa). 

1-12th Font {4 conipaniMb Colonol C- F. Walker. 
l-SSth Foot (4 oolniJaineA), 

Bth Bengal Infantry (2 contij.'uiloB), 

27th rnnjah Fnfnntiy oLmii^anlos). 

BOtb Pnidab rnfantry (1 comixuiy)- 

Slat Punjab Infantry (G oompaufu^), Lloulenant-ColoneJ F4 
TwaddolJ, 

4th jUiitlnui Jjshmtry, LtauUnant-Ccdonel G. 0. tToddfjflit. 
‘^A," ^MV' find Ooiupnnifla, Jbndiaa Banners, Mujor 

1 hotniiwa. 

I (Sth LBagoon Gn[vnlp(l trtwp). 
f SGth Fiinjab Infnntry (I <x)iinpanv). 

I Slat Fonjah Infontvy (2 o>nimules). [PaiTy ’ 

'B-Ap Boyal IIocBO ArBJlePfy (fA&iitenant-CnJontd Bidiioy 
1-G, Bayal Hoino ^^rtlBfry, Major and Uentoiiaut-Ooloiiel 
the Hon. A. Stewart. 

L-P, Ai'tiJIciy (4 fttina), Major B. 0. W, Broiich. 

Sth Plustaiti (I sfiiainlronh 

l^mdi Rhanu, / 4tli Benpil Csivnlry, Llootciniint-Colotiel iF Prendorguptr 
iiudAt 1 Centtal India Hotk^ (2 sqiuidnma), Hieinguant-Coloiud 

(JtnerUOlb. | C, Martin. 

l-5£h FiiailkTU, CoJonol T. Powiand. 
lat Madroa Infauti y, Colonel X'. I>awacm. 

, ISth Mailraa Infantry, Colonoi C4. Tlaiitn. 
let Qurkhjia (1 wiiipuny froin 2nd Brigade). 

Royal Artillery (2 guns), 

Dth Infantiy, Colonal B. T. Webutcir ffroiu Infc 

Brigade), 

2nd Infantirt' jSdltli Foot, Colonel Q. S. Warren. 

Btleaila ^"[ CnTklinfi, Lio\itenant-Colonol F. Btory, 

4 lat Bengal Infantrjj Colonel XL S- Obbarrt. 
Sth UnaiKarA (8 aiinadiroua}, 

Ut [nf».nt.rv f Foot, GoJonel ai, d. P. MacOria<or, 

i Inmntry. 

\ ' I IGt.li Bengal Infantry, ColoneJ H. JS. ]^Jo/wl*ry. 

f F-A, Jftoya? llorso ArtilJfry^ MaBor W. W. lUmitloub, 
j l)-4i Boyai Artillery (4 guns), Abyor J. F. Fveo, 

1 S-8, Royal Artilleiy, Alajor T. Gi-abam. 

Im, ‘ ■ " ■ 


Kiivn^u 

ilia^KPLVE 

BivryioH. 


AU-Boghan, 
Bjtr-kalj', and 

B:an]iWii.L 


^ Bawiwaj, Bakka^ 
r^iridi Kotal, 


Ali Maajhi, 
Jamrutl , nadcr 
UrigadifiE'- 
Geneml XIUI. 


Feabawar, tinder 
Briijitdler- 
^Generat Robertjj, 


I Snl Tnfaiu' 

Br%ulo. 


rli 


PX-SHAV/JtH 
BitaTRiCl' 
Fokosi £jj(H]iG. 


(^rafjvntiyl 

iNat^lv'e 


{ H*.ui*h -i ld7tb Foot, Coloisel W, D. 'J Jiomiifion. 

j lilepota, British lieginiowU. 

lat BengnJ Iftfantry, LieittouanLColojtel L* li* P, do H, 
Ltir^nt. 

Gth Beiig;i1 Infantry, JS|j\|:ov W. Atktne. 

I Shth Bengal TaffUitry, Colonel Pra^i'. 
vBoiKit«, Natl it a Rogfu tents Q, W, 

lu all, 15|,000 of lOl T:niks. 

GS5 
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APPENDIX XXII (see p, 435) 

Distrilndum qf" tfie Troop?f on I Am of Comnimmation under 
Major-Gemral 2Asi Maroh^ 1880, 


^ButkhaJt 


L:vtab£iiicl , 




Ja^dalftk 

sbd morion. 

Brio ABIE B' / 

CiBNKisATi R* ^ Jagtiftlftk Kotal 
Sali4 Hill. 

PfiZW£tB 


J ith Bengal Cavalry (defcachnipnt)* 

■ Iftttb Poot (2 uORi^niess from KabRl), 

( No. 1 Mouatain Battery gutia), Li&uteiiant 
J* C. mrtta. 

4th Bengal Cavalry (Jet&olibient). 

2Sth Punjab Itifftiiti y ^wing fiH>iii Kabuli 
30th Punjalj Itifantrs piead'qxiarters), Lieu- 
teuaut-Colonel K, i>. Campbell 
/'4th Bengal Cavalry (detachnneTit). 
fiir ^ ' 


Safed Sang [Brigade 

1 fead-quarterfl, 3rd: 


( 5i»t liigbt Infantry (detaehroent). 
l22rtcl Punjab Infantry, Colonel 1111 Btafford- 
6 Company tkxppera, Lieutenant W, P. 
H. Stafford. 

il-9, K*A. (2 guns) [Mountain Batt^^ry), 
l-2l5tb Fix)t [ifetacWjent). 

51st Light Infantry (detardumnit), 

.22nd Punjab Infantiy (detiwshmont). 

&lafc Light Infantry (tletachmexit)* 
f 1-I2tb Foot (detachment). 

]6lat Light Infantry (head-quarters), Lien- 
j tenant-Colontd Jlall-Aotcjn. 

y StU Bengal IiLt'autry (dotachment). 

I-A, R.flA., Maj<n’ JM W. Ominanoy. 

6th Dragoon Guards (J Biiuadron), 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detachrtienfe). 

“ A ” Company J MadriMi Bapj)©(^, Lieutenant 
C H- Darliiig. 

l-12tlx Foot (nead-quaTtei's), Colonel G. 
Walker, 


Bection). 


^Fort Battye 


Eosiabad 


2nuBM)TIOH. 

BRlOAUrBR- 

Genkbal j. 

D 0 K. 1 K. 


8th Bengal Infantry (head-qnartei^h Lieu* 
tenant-Colone) K. Suiitlu 
SlBti Punjab Infantry (head-quarters), Lieu- 
temmh Colonel F. Tweddell 
lab Gurkhaa (head-qu&rtera), Lifiutenant- 
Colonel P. Btory. 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detacbment). 
ytb Bengal Infantry (detaciimont). 
ist Gurkhaft (detarrhinent), 

4th Madras Infantry (detachcn ©11 fc), 

J 4th Bengal Cavalry (defcachmtmt). 

* 1 4th Miitdrafl Infantry (detachment). 

^0-3, R,A., Major Cole Alitgenia 


■( 


J akdalsad (Brigade 

Head-qiiarterSi * 
Section), 


I^pacliipur, Girdi Ka^^, 
ftua Ali Boghan 


11-y, lb A, (2 gimH). Major L M, Bonglaa. 
oth Dnigoon Gxiards (2 arn.tadroua and htwl 
. J auartcm), Colonel J, Fryer, 

igaoe J Bengal Cavidry (dotaLlimeut). 

j^_25th 35‘out (head-quarters), J'Eajor F. S, 


Tmy, 

hth Bengal Infantry (heEwbquarterft), Colonel 
T. fi. Wei>5^tel^ 

let Kiwlrafi Infantry (head-quarters)], Colonel 
F. Dawson. 

th Madras Infant^ rheji</l*quarters), Lieu- 
tenant'CoIonei G. U, Hodding. 

‘G” Comjjauy, Bfadras Bapj.»era, Captain 
A. K. ib Dorword, b.k. 

“ I Conipanv, Madras SapxJtv^, Lieufctmant 

A. K. Tiofeon, R.H. 

I 0th Beugai Infantry (detacliment). 

Madras Infantry (detachnient). 

68fi 
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( Barikab and 

BasawaL 


. 

Dakka , , , i 

1ST SIDOTION, 
BjiiGAmTsn* 
Gknkhal 

W, A, Gia 

1 

Kaft Chah , * 

Land! Khana and t 
TorsaptMir* Di* ) 
visional Head- 1 
qnartere, 1 

f 

Landi Kotal 
(Brigade Hfwl- ^ 
quarters). 




.Tananid . . . J 


i 

'Ppishawar 


Major W. R, 0. Erouah. 
0th Dr,i«oon Guards {1 aqiiadma), “ 

fi^riiLkSs. '* Mi» 

l-6feb (aetachment), 

infantry (detachnijsnfc}, 

15th Maflma Iiifantry (detachtiietit). 

V5. R,A. {2 guna). 

(detachment), 

i-^.ith uHilieiTj (detachment)* 

Ooto«rfa'HJr'’J""‘^=^ ll»™d.quart«rs), 

13th Madias Infantry (detachment)* 

|th Bengal Cavalry (detachment), 

3-nd l^mfab Pioneera flieatl-qimrters), 
Ijieutenant-Cobixel H, Fellowe^. 

^Q* 1 Mountain Battery (2 truml 
{detacbiuciiti 

1-^h iMiailicre {head-qua.rfcerBb Colonel 
tiowland* 

ffAa Run jab Pioneers tdotoohmwnt). 

(head-quai ters), Colo 

ISo. 1 Mountain Bn 
Bengal Cavalry 

CentajJ India ^»tr»t«^iurirteraL 

Ihth Bengal Infantry (head^quartera). 

Bengal Infantry (detachmenf' 

1 Cavalry (detacliment), 

(head qnartera), Col 

WaiTen* 


T. 


Colonel D. B* 


In all, about 15,91^ of all ranks with 28 guns* 

77i« Peshawar District Force was Ihm constitnted- 


''Artillory . 


BjftmjVDrKii- 
GEJflfiKAL 
Ots O. Hankin,,( 
at Peehawar, 
Ntiwahera, etc. 


Cavalry 


^"loloncl 


' I '''■■ Murdoeh. 

I D-4j m*A., Major *T* F, FreCi 
( }? iu ^nnX'ra, Major .Englaitfl, 

Utn Bengal Lancers, Limitenant-Oi 
- ^ Boyle. 

I 12th Bengji [ Cavalry, Lieutenant^Colonel 
.K M. Ureenc, 

( British . / Foot, Colonel W* 1>* Thompson, 

Uf^^ryJ ! „ 

^ Native 


I I* ij I J-wsiuienta. 

( j Lieutenant-Colonel 

1 Major W. Atkina. 

\ 39th Bengal Infantry, CcAoml G, W* Fraser, 
^ Uepatii, Native Regiments. 


Total, 5,768 of al[ ranks. 








§L 


3 ^> SUCT ION, 

BBIOAn.I^CU- 

QlCKIiKAt 

R. a. H(Lr,. 


KVrmmX XXIII (se^^ p, 454 ) 

.Dh{7ifndimL of the Twops on the Lim^ (f Cofnnwmcation under 
Major-Getm^ol II. (). Brighi^ v.b., mh the %Wi June., 1880 . 

r ^th Bonpirl Cavalry {detaoliim<>nt). 

72nd Flint; fdfttacliuiy?»U from Kabul, 

27Ui Hativa Tnfaiifcry (cletflchiueiife) from Kabul. 
N<J. 2 Mountai n Battery (2 giinB)» 

4t.h Bengal Cavalry (detaclitnent)- 
27th Bph^I Infantry {(letaobmont) from Kabul 
30th Bun j Jib Tn fan try (h pnd-f|uartt^i-aj. 

4tli Bengal Cavalry (dctiuckment)* 

Slat I'oot [rtet aehmou t}. 

22nd Punjab Infantry thead-qu^irtura). 
lat Gurkha^ (detJiohnmnt). 

Aitoiiiry (2gunn). 

4th Bengal Cavalrv (d^tfiahnioiit). 
l“2oth Fcxit (detftisnnieutj. 

Slst F<Kit {detftcjhmerit), 
lat Gurkhae (b&ad-quarteiu). 

4th J^Sengal Cavalry fdetachment)* 

Np* ft Comprvny Bengal Swappers. 
l-25th Foot (detachment), 

22nd Punjab Infantry (cletacihment)* 

110, lioyal Artillery (2 gima). 

4th Bengjil Cavalry (datachmerLt). 

P25th jT^t (head-q-nartera)* 

.llBt Puniab Infantry (detachinout). 

A and I CoraiTanicia, Mjvdraa Sapj3ei*a. 
C-B, Koyal Artillery (4 guns). 

Ii‘9j Boyal Artillery (2 guna). 

6th 3on Guards (liead-quarters). 

Ceiitral Indift Hor(5« (detaohmePt). 

4th Bengal Cavaliy (bead-(iuarterB). 

1- 5t}i Foot (dptaohment). 

5ist l.iight infantpy (head’dui>rter&), 

Slat Punjab Infantry (head-quartora), 
lat Gurkhaa {detatihufient), 

4th Madraft Infantry (liead-citEarterfl)* 

Centi-ai India Hora^^^ (detachment), 
ath Bengal Infantry (detaxihrnmt). 

Central India Horse (tletaehiuent). 

8th Bengal Infantry (detiwlmient). 

“ G ” Cbtiif^any Mivclma Sappt;7-8 (half). 

Central India Horse 1 detachmentj. 

2th Bengal Infantry (detachment), 

C-3, Iloyal Artillery (2 guns). 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

Central India Horeo’ thead-quartens). 
l‘5th Fusiliers {head-quarters). 

8th Bengal Infantry jhead-qutters,), 

Otii Bmigal Infantry jhead-quajterrii 
1st Mtw;hj\s Infantry {bttad-qui^rtors). 

4th Madraa Infantry (detacbn\ont). 

** G^’ Company Mfuirae 9appt*hJ (half). 

Central Ijjtha llorso (tletachment), 
lat Mad raff Infantry (detachihent), 

Central India Hotso (detachment), 
lat Madras Infatitry (detachiuontk 
Ij’ 5, Royal Artillery. ^ 

5th Bengal Oavaby (f^ead-quarters), 

2- 14 th Imot {head-cmvrteraj. 

32nd Pioneers (head-quarters). 

6B8 


Butkhak . 

Lataband . 

Sob’Baba , 

Jagdalak KotEiI 

rlagdalak . 

Feawaii 

t^afod. . ■ 


2hD SECTION, 

BiBQArjtaB^ 
Gekbhal 
rl, I>ORAK. 


I Fort P>attye 
Ro^abad * 

All Eogban 


. Jalalabsid * 

Lachipur , 

Char Deh . 

\Feah-l^olak 


■{ 








«u»rsrjf^ 



IST SECTION, 

I^RIOAOIER- 
GliMiRAL 
W. A. OtJB. 
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/lifwaivftl . . I (tiatiMihnieut}. 

I t^joDoera (detaohiinnRt)* 

Ddkka . . J Oavftby [deUshmB.it). 

} i5th Madvfti^ InfiiUtry riLuittcm), 
Haft-cljiilu . 10 th Mat 1ms Inf ail try (cU^feficliment;). 

Ml ia.„. , { 

No* 1 HountAm Battery f4 pftins). 

5th BeDgal Cavalry {dt^tauhinent). 
IiftnrliKotol ,.-i J-ia‘hl!'ot>t(k^-quavtBm). 

SSnn Pioiirier8 (detachifiout). 

41at Bengal iKlMitry (btiad-nnai^tera), 
lofch Matlr^iJi Infantry (detacrimcnt)* 

{ 10 - 11 , 1 Arfiillpry ( ]leavvh ( detiiohment)* 

5th Bengal Cavah y (tlettndniieiit)* 

148th 1' oofc {defcachnitixitj, 

] 6th lilenga! Infantry {h<5ad -quar fcora). 

41st Bengal Infanti'y (deUehmeiit), 

Vjimnid , . { Cavalry (deUshmunt). 

I lf5fch Bengal Infantry {(JetachnientJ, 

all , . 293 Britlali offiwn'a* 

4,586 British troop?. 

9,973 Native fcroopa, 

14,851 total of all ranks, with 34 giins. 



PeshaTvat. 

Bjhoadier-Gbnjcral 

Haijkix. 


Nowahera 

Chemt 

Boabtt outf>ost« 


Pt^skumar Dhirkt Force^ 30 ifA^ 18 B 0 . 

^ E-A, Royal Horse Artillery p 
I-A, Itoyal Horse Artillery. 

1041, Hoyal Artillei y- 
10th Eciigal Lancara {Iiead-quArters| 
llth Bengal Laticerti (head-f|earter3' 

. 147 th Eoot 
I ist Bengal infantry. 

6th BoTigal Irifantry. 
i'25th ieot (def>ofc}. 

23ncl Piinjal? Infantry (depot). 

2?th Punjab Infantry (depot). 

3 at Madrafl Infantry (uepot). 

13th Madras Infantry (fiepot). 

Bth Jliiasars. 

30th Bengal Infantry* 

S-Otb, Poofc (depot). 

142th Pout. 

6th Jiengal Infantry {detachment). 

{ lOfch Bengal Ijanuom {detachment), 

lUh Bengal Lancers (detaidmient)* 

I4fch Bengal L.'tntera (detachrnent). 
iBfc Bengw Infantry (aetachment). 

S9th Bengal Infantry (detaoliment). 

Li ad . . 21 Eritiah oflSceT's. 

2,538 British ttoojKj* 

3|811 Native troops. 

6,435 total of all ranks. 

AkHravt. 

14,854 all rank^On line of oomniimicaticnu 
6^435 ,, At base of operations. 


1 


Gband_ TotaI: of Oommunuift- 
tuioA n.ud HecKirvs. 


I 21,289 of ull raiika. 
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APPENDIX XXIV (see p. m7) 

liru^purpoH ofmteUig&me cancemmg the force of the enemy opposed 
to ns at the haUk of Ahmad KM^ m taken, fnmi the prismers 
wi the night of ike ewtion^ 19th Aprils 1880 (Eimn Smitli), 

number of the enemy may be fairly estimated at from 
1J2,000 to 15,000 men. The prisoners gave the number as being 
between 40,000 and 100,000, but this Ss obviously esaggemteci 
The trilxjs engaged (in aliiiost equal propai'tiaii.s) were the Tarakis, 
Bulirimn Khels, Andaris, aiid Tokhis, There were also a few 
Hotaks and Kakars, several Zaniiiidawaris, m\d a eontingenb of 
some hundreds of from Kandaliar. The principal 

leader of the whole gathering was Sher Jan, son of Mir Ahma<l 
and brother of Sahib Jan, wiio was killed at Shahjui by the 
British ; the other leadei's were Muhammad Af^kni, Tokhi, Slier 
Muhauiinad, Aiidari, Pir Muhammatl, d'araki (this man lost a 
hand in the battle of Shahjui), Mahmo Klmii, Suliman Itliel, 
Ziran, Taraki, and others of less note, together with many mullas. 
There was no attempt at anything like drill, but the various 
bodies of men were instructed as to the position wliich they should 
take up when the fight with the English came off. Each man 
brought his own anus and amniuiiitiorj, and all, save the taliJjs 
and very poor men who were fed by Sher Jan, found their own 
provisions. There was a very large number of real Ghassis among 
the gathering, including tw^elve ivomen who were fulmitted as 
Gha^fiis and were allowed to remove their pmdahs on the condition 
that they followed the Ghazis into action, and took water, etc,, 
etc., to the wounded. Tiie entire gathering wm marching on the 
right flank of the Englisli force foz’ many days, and the intention 
waiv to have gone on to Ghazni and fight there* Muhammad Jan, 
however, discouraged their fighting, and w^te to say that they 
should do nothing until the result of certain negotia^-ions, which 
he had commenced with the English authorities at Kabul, became 
known. Mushkd-Alam, however, had written encouraging the 
leaders to fight. On the day of the ac^tion the prisoners state 
tliat they were quite taken by surprise. They had been w-atching 
our troops the day before, while encamped at Mashaki, and bad 
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been told that it wa^? intended tliat we should halt theiie for one 
day* They fcherefoit; left their camps at Mfishaki at nirdinght and 
eame on to the pool of water near the Asia-i-Nani, where tliey 
also intended to halt, but, while they were eating their inorning 
meal, our cavalry scouts appeared Even then most of the leaders 
wished to defer fightiiig, but Sher Jan, who was very csager and 
faiiatical, declared that he would not delay any longer. He raised 
suddenly the religions cry Ya Allah,'’ which was responded to on 
all aides, and from that nioment idl cVuices of po^itponiiig the 
figlit were at an end, The prisoners state that none of the man 
present liad the least idea of what would be the e0ect of our lire* 
At the first shot from tlie artillery guns many of the half-liearted 
slunk away, but the niajority determineil to fight. As all the 
prisoners were taken ofl' the field of action, they could none of 
them give any idea of the amount of the casualties either in 
killed or wounded, One of the Kandaiiar talihSf a JKokar of 
Zhob, gave information to the effect that one of the leaders of 
the talihs w^as a innlla Jiamed Akrani, Sahib^ada Kliel, All the 
Kandahar talihs used to meet at the bouse of a Pir in Zakir (living 
close to the ?iarat of Miali Nur Muhammad), whose name htr did 
not know. They met there for piayers the flay that they started 
for the Chum. 

There were two deserters from the regiment at Kalat-i-Ghilj;ai 
wi th the gatbeiiTig, armed with bi’eech-'loading rifles. 


§L 

APPENDIX XXV (see p* 46S) 

Sireiigih and dutrifnitmi of the 7'wop$ mrvmg in the ICmram 
u?uler the command (f Mr^or-General J. Watson^ 
an., v.a, Aprils 1880 * 







Uoi:ifa Asri> Commaki^asttsi, 

E 

m 

si d 

“■ii s 

|lll 

:is 

d 

i|l ■ 

a o ei 

1 

8TA'FlOJff tia 


o 


a 

'A 

H 


Ko. ft Rftri'isiOB Batttiy (Kobat) . . . 

... 

108 

1 

40 

4] 


E-3^ Rojftl Aftlliary (* guiia) 


... 

100 

112 


1st (^n^l Ortffairy, . . - * . 


124 

1 

110 


4tb Ilattalit>Ti Eillti Brigodo , . * . 

"a 

's 

702 

127 1 

'Kohftt. 

lit Sikh Iiiffnitry 


... 

710 



T 

m 

10 

flW 

1400 - 


lat BetigQl rjEUT&lry (doUichnient) . 

... 



s& 

3,1 

) 

lat fciikb IiifJiiitry (itotaohmeDti) - 

... 



23 

23 

\ On o’li tixjflfe * 




• ■... 

OS 

6& 

) 

iflt B^ngiiZ OtwalTy * , , h . 



& 

112 

Ilf 

Togb. 

3 St Dt^ftlry (defcftohment) * 



1 

03 

04 

On otitlKi^ts, 

B-B, Eojrtl AxtiHary fS? gnxm) 

85tli Pout (d^strio^micrit) ..... 

X 

60 


... 

ai 

% 

1 

b2 


U4 

58 

1 

13tb EcTj^^iil Cfiv«lry. 



" 5 

110 

yThal. 

lltli BflTitptl Inin.iifci7 (left wfng) . 


... 

4 

101 

409 

mu Bougid rnfaiitry . . - ;. 



7 

mt 

2lbj 



g 

102 

16 

HOT 

027 


13lh Bongat Oavidrj . . » * 



' I 

280 

231 

1 

Jlth lbjni4:anjifantry . . . . . 




61 

51 

>OjJ ; VtbtK^ta, 

Ifith Beisgfd InfjiBtTy .... - 




im 

m 




1 

404 

4Bft 

) 

^* 0 . 8 Company and Minuu 

8th lafajttTj {dtitnobrJiiODt} » * 

2 

8 


m 

101 

101 

jChapji. 



8 

g 


202 

6th Bengiil ItifuJitcy . . * 



4 

386 

840 


IStih Bangui CatLvlry .... * 



1 

60 

61 

V-Bsileah^Khnl. 




6 

336 

BOl 

;J 

Btli Bflug^d Infantry tdfltacbrnoTir.) 


... 

1 


&2 

{>4 OUt^WBU. 

0-#, Kojal Artillefy (2 gnus; . * 

2 

64 



m 

1 

Font .... 

ISth Beagal . * . . . 

206h Puiyah Infantry . . . * . 

3 

178 

" 0 

232 

17S) 

213 

>Knrmi' i Fort. 



7 

640 

647 


5 

280 

IS 

762 

1,000 

J 

ISth Bengal f^iu>enia . , . . . 




40 

46 

On anlrpOAte. 

1*8, Enjal .4rEjlH^ry (4 giim), , . , 

B 

fiS 


70 

141 

A 

C-4, HivynJi ArtiUtfty (4 . * 

4 

IG3 



U2 

1 

S5th Foot . . . 

21 

174 



TW 

1 

ISth Bengfd DmooTa . . . . , 


Mt 


100 

lOO 

VShalnmi. 

SOfeh Ibinlah rnfantTy . « . . 4 



'"o. 

473 

470 

2l&t PnnjalJ Infantry ..... 



6 

420 

42^ 



23 

&60 

11 

1,066 


J 

1*8, Tioyal ArtiJkry (2 guns). . . . 

1 

ll^ 


T 

27 


3J*Sth Fn^Jb . * . . 4 . . 

16 

638 



648 


lat Fuiyab lafmi.trj' (dotachJtnent} , , 




H4 

146 

Pfllwar Kotftl. 


u 

m 

X 

151 



Gha^]li Total 

00 

j 2,160 

00 


■ 7,302 



G02 






































































APPENDIX XXVI (sec p. 466) 

Strm^k md dvdrilmtmri (rf the Kurnm FwM Force under tJie cam- 
mmd of Major-General J. Watson^ g.£., v.c., la/ fiepteraberf 1880. 


Cortrtf. 


AFPIiOXlMATHJ 

STRENGTH, 


RKima. 


No. S Comjj^jiy 

0-4,.Royal ArtiUory 
BoyiU ArtilUeiy 
1-S, RojnJ ATilJlfny 
No, 5 Kobal Gaiiiaoia 
Batt^ery 

Cavab^, 

lafc Ca 7^117 

Mh Boogai OftvaJry 
ISfcb Cavalry 


laih Bflnpl Ijancars 


hfaniiy, SrUiih. 
2-8t}i Foot 


asth Foot 

4th Battalion FiiJio Bri- 
gailo(2 eomp^iiitja) . 

lr\fanti/y, Nativa, 
fitb Bengal Infantry 

lltb Bi^ngal Infantry 
(Uotaobment) 

ISth BenniLl Infnn.tjry . 
20th Pimjab Infantry ^ 
SfltiTi Punjab Infantry , 

20th Punjab Infantry , 
Bth Piti^ab Infantry, 
IstSikha , , , 

Dfloli Infantry 


1^ 

V £ 


m 

m 

100 


412 


JKAtrvti* 


o 

v?.H B 


a 

® 3 £ 

? 3 i 

VO 


19 


888 


20 701 

2 123 


112 

JOL 

21^ 


JlXHPoejTin&.’, 


Tot«d 

Botaila and £^gnal!flii 


1,602 


61 

474 


l,4Ii 


2,141 


£0 


72 


m 

448 

617 

m 


fiTO 


204 

846 


57S 


103^ Shalosan. 

Bbnltiaun, 4 ^ Kurmm FinL S tniua, 

Kohat, 4 gnna j Thai, 2 ffaua. 

Pal war KotaL 

[ Kol iat* 

Total, 

Kohat and Ontimaf^ i 15 iijqij, Togh; 26 ijubd. 
^rozai; 14 nion, Gandjawar) 2 offleors and 89 
^ 5 men Thai; 34 njeo, itaisrtqji. 
I^tiajKsrt duty: Ldc of Ooni muni cation, 
Haad-qnarto^ Thai: 25 insn, Fort KhapianKri; 
1 officor 40 iMon, Chapri ] 23 men, AhmJ-i: 
« men, Manddri; 42 mon, Aliail; 40 

men, Shlnali ; 62 ruen, Baleeh Khol. 
Head-qwtoifl Shajozan r ^ officers, lU men. 
Kiirrain ■ «2 «ion, Well JUtUaimaM r 1 oflW 
l a pion, Pal war kotal; 5 men, Stirk^la. 
hm 'J^otal, 

Falwar Kot^ : 3 oflicare, m him, Shalozan; 
10 iT>en Kiirram; 2 offieerg, ItJj men, Thtil: 
1 Rian, Kohat; 4 moa Balwh KheJ. 
H^kquaitoi^ raiwuT kotaJ : 33 men, Shalomn ; 

l^Oruoo, Kturam ; Soffieens, 04 meai, 

Koha t. 

1,79e" Total. 


4,813 


Baiesli Khei ; 1 ojlker, 63 men, 

.Kohat, 

^al: 47 nied, Fort Khapianga. 

H^l-qnj>^re Paiitar KoUl 3 01 men* Stirfeala. 

Shaloam ^ s men, Thai - 1 officer. 
105 aiea, Fort Iraderlok : 3 offiwra, 260 men 
xt'igliar ; men, e&cort duty. 

Konami 22 men, Wall iiilijirnmnd) 4 luom* 

Thai, 3 men, Paiwar KotaJ. * 

KohiXt. 

Kobat and^outiioeta r 1 officer, 104 men, Baiida : 
62 men, Sberkot. 

Ibai; 14 men, Jogh 12 men. Karoai; 12 men. 
i-ShamT'^^ ; 82 nisn, Chapii ; 4(1 men, Ahmad- 


6,640 


4 ,863 

48 along the line* 


8,826 


Beptomlwr the 10th Bengal Lanoers aleo airiTed at KiJhat iim.i 
were diatributod m garrwou at Fort Gamett, Muh/^madwi, Uchi and Bjmda “ 

m 





















































appendix XXVJI (see p, 474) 

Compositioji of the Kaiiddkar JFicld I'OTCt^^ ^Qth 1880. 


Station . 


KiLlat-i‘GliiJaiV! 


Kfi^ridfibar 


En rmiie td Kai^dahav ► 

Mimdi Hisaaif 
Abdur Rahiiirtu , 

Mel Karesi * - 

Dftbrai . , - . 
Gattti . . . . 

C'hamau 

Koblia Abdnlla 
Guli&tAU Kstrea . 

Questtft. . . . 

Mach . , . . 

ICuahdil Khati'Kula . 

Gwftl . . - ^ 

Kaaiin Khan-Kala 


<^hapar. 


CoRra. 

C’2, lioyal Artilleiy (2 gunft), 

Jiixl Srna Hortso (tletachment). 

{)6tli Foot (detaohmdzitj. 

20th Bombay Infantry- 
/'No. 2 Company, Botnbav Sapponi, 

E-B, Royal lIorBe Ai-tilfery- 
0‘2, Royal Artillery {2 
D-11, Royal Artillery (gAtiiftOn batteiy)* 

Srd Sind Horae, 

Ftxjna Horae (head-qnartora). 

3rd Boimbay Light Cavalry (head-quartera). 
34t1ri Fnaibera- 
tiftth Foot (boad-qiiart-^rft). 
lat Bombay Infantry, 

19th Bombay Infantry jlioud-qiiartersL 
,30th Bombay infantry (haiMi quarters). 

. 3’7th FrK>t (dotachineut), 
f Poona Horfie (detachment). 

■ 119th Bombay Infantry (detnchitient). 
j Poona Horae (detachment). 

' i IMtli Bombay Infantry (detachment), 

J Ft>ona Horae (detachment). 

■ t ;i()th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

j Poona Horfeo (detachment). ^ 

. J 30th Bombay Infantry (det(vcbment). 

(,Na. — Company, Sappera (deta^iiment). 

J Poona Hors® (detach in ctit). 

■ 1 ^th Bombay Infantry (detaobmeut)* 

{ Poona Horse (detachment). 

No. 2 (Jafiobabad)Monntain Battery {2 gttns). 
2Sth Bombay Inf ant jy ( detach ment). 

, 2Bth Bomlmy Infantry (dctachmentl 
. 28th Eomlxiy Infantry (detacliment)- 
/ 1-1-9, Royal Artillery. i 
J 2ud Sind Horae (head-quarters). 

‘ 1 4th Boraljay Infantry (heafj-qnarterfi). 

' K^th Bombay Infantry (head-qnar tens). 

. 4th Bombay Infantry (aet^ichmeiit). 
i Poona Horao (detachment). 

^ 128th Bombay Infantry (detach niimt). 

J 3rd Bom hay Light Cavalry.^ 

*ll3tb Bt^mbay Infantry <head*qiiarters), 

. 16th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

f No. Company , Bomljay S^iJora. 

No, 2 (Jacohaljad) Mmmtain Battery (2 guns), 
2tid Sind Horae (detachment), # 

3x*d Bombay Light Cavalry (detacbment)J 
lOth Bomt^y Infantry (detaofirnentj. 
iGth Bombay Infantry (detacbMont). 

lUieerve Division. 
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Dargfii, 

8pin Tangi * 

HarDfti. 

Tiial“C3hot.iaU 

JDjilDtfti 

Ziiidigiah 

Nari Gorge , 
Bolan . - 


Sibi 


f M Bombay Light OavaJry fdotaehmenfc).^ 

. -j 5tb Bombay Infantry {detaefainont). 

' 2Tth Bombay Infantry (dotaohinent), 

( , 23rd Bombay Infantry (fktaohmont),' 

Bombay Light Davalry (dofeaohniont)** 
Noh — Bombay Sappere and Minors. 

2nd Sind Horm (dotacbmontj, 

0th Botnimy Infantiy' (detatmment). 

27th Bomliay Infantry (head^qnarteni). 
r^nd Sind Horse (detaohment). 

. ^ No. 3 {Jaeobabad) Mcamtain JBattety (3 gnna). 
loth Bombay Infantry (bond'rmai-tel's). 

/3rtl Bombay Light Cavalry (detaohmenfc),' 

’ ^23rd J join bay Infantry (detachment)-^ 

/3r<l Bombay Light Cavalry (detaohmont).' 

' V23rd Bombay Infantry (detachment). ‘ 

. 9th Bombay Infantry (detaobmentjj 
, 4th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

^2Md Bombay Light Cavalry (detachmentJJ 
- { 27th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

I23rd Bombay Infantry (head-ipmrtera).' 


Total atreugth (exeluaivo of Be^erve Di vie ion troops); 
British, all ranks .... 

Native ,, .... 

Total. 


2,159 

9,(m 

il,SX7 


Notis.- 


Au ^ A in troops from the Heecrve, which ended in 

^tagimmt (27tli Bombay Infantry), 23td Bombay Infantry, Aomc of the 
1st Sind Horse, and d troops of the 3nd Bombay Cavalry iteing brouglit in to serve 
on the hue of tpnvmnmcatione, the regiments a1 mg fcJm line had l)ecamo much ^ciat- 
terc^. AcoordinglY, on the 29th Ma}', GenenU Phayre redTatribnt€f(l them from Sibi 
ju the foliowuig order: 

1st Sind Morse (detachments) , * <a*u- i cj . m 

23rd Bombay Infantry , . jl<>«W between Sibi and Spin TangJ. 

2nd Bombav Light Cavalry (3 troora ) i a c 

2nd Sind Horse ... groats tietween 3|»n Tangi and Haniai, 

“ ' ^ ‘ - - ■ ' ( including Harmi. 


Ofcli Bombay Infantry, 
27th Bombay Infantry 
Regiment) 


(1st Bahicb (Posts at Nasak, Shnrigii, Shor iXargai, 


tsio LTiinngu, io 

and North Chapar lint. 


Reserve Division. 




APPENDIX XXVIII (see pp. 478, o80) 

Details of Ay vh\s force xeh'kh wm mgaged at Maltmud. 

[From notfss of convei^ation lielfi by C'aptain Gaselee, i>* a.q.m.o.j with 
Mir/ii Miihainmad Aklnir^ pay clerk to the ft^atulahari TOgiiiients with Ayub 
Khan.] 

Ayub left Herat in the beginning of June, I8H0, ivith the 
follow i]ig force r 

24 tiehl gima^ drawn by horaes. 

6 motintaiii gioia, on irmleft, 

5 Kabuli regimeub? of *>0Q men each^ aimed with En fields (pre^sentecl to 
Siher Ali hy tiie Kritish)* 

3 Kmulaijari regimeKt of 500j armed wdth rides made at Kandahar. 

8 Ilcrati rcf^imeiits of 336 men eaeli^ armed with rifles inado at Herat, 

3 reginumta of Kabuli regular cav^aliy (3CJO each). 

,t_,500 Herat) irregular bors^emen {hlimmiin JS*ou;ari^)i 

500 horsemen ( Wali*^ troops)^ and 

1,000 infantry joined at Fa rah, after mutiny of tiie IVali's troops on 
14th July, 

On reaching Farah, Ayub Imlted to allow the Zamindawaris to 
collect* Gbazis and othei t'aine 'm in ntinibers. At Maiwand there 
were probably 20,000,^ At Baba Wall on the 1st September 
jierhaps fSO^OdOd 

The iimj'ch \vm led throughout at one day’s iiitei'val by the J 
iH'egular cavalry under the Lain ah Kusbdil K)mn. 

In addition to the Sartip Mir Muhaininad, who joined Ayub/ 
after the mutiny of the Wall’s troops on the 14th July, thoru 
were ten principal officers attached to his army, including thj 
Nail) Sipah-Salar Hafizutla Klian (Logari), and Taj Aliittatnma^ 
Khan (Glnlzai), who, with the Luwab, appear to have bedi 
AyuVs chief advisers ; also Abdul Hah in an lOian {B|.ika), con- 
nmnding the regular cavalry ; Taj Muhammad Khan (iVjil), 
and Saidal Klmn (brotlier of General Ghokni Haidar, Me 
Governor of Turkestan), conimajidiug infantry brigades: md 
Ahnidd Gul (Kabuli), commanding artillery* j 

^ Probably exaggerated (I. li-, 1905). j 
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Ayub, on roflfihing the neighhourliood of Maiwaiid, expected 
to hiiti the British troops iti eanip at ICiiskh-i-Nakhud, and was 
hopes that by going tlirough the IVfaiwand Pass lie would cut 
BiiiTows off from Kandahar, and aiiTiiliikte him after surprising 
aud capturing the city* ^ ^ 

Ayub was sui'prised at finding the British drawn up near 
Maiwaud on the 27th July; but within an hour all the Afghan 
troops were concentrated, The fighting was very severej tlie 
AfLdians swUeml much from want of water, their lo^is was heavy 
and they were often on the point of giving way* ’ 

The Herati honemen would not fight; those who behaved 
best the Kabulis and the Walils mutineers, tlie former of 
whom took the two gnins of E-B., Royal Horse ArtiJiery, when 
they saw the British (native) infantry beginning to give way* 

Losses among the regular troops were 1,250 men and TOD 
ho^es; of the GhaKis the number is uncertain, but they had 800 
killed* The Herati horsemen were ordered to pursue the Britisli 
but remained to plunder the ciirnp. ’ 
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APPENDIX XXIX (sGe p. 680) 

Detail of t/w Kahul-Kandahar Field Force, engaged in the action 
of Kandaha/r, tyn the Septonher, 1880, 


(Exulijsive of Bombsy troops of Kaiiditbair Garrison.) 



Co;pfl. 

Total, 

OiiiDa. 

Dlvjsioriai Staff 

Sijh Lancers 

8 

300 


Oavtilry Brigade . .-j 

B.. 1 

Sid E^:ngal Cavalry . 

3rd Pimjftb Gaviilry. 

Central India Home . . , . . 

Brigade StaEf. 

92nd Highlanders . . ... 

2ticl Gurkhas. 

300 

350 

, m 
8 
m 

399 


let Infantry Bngftde A 

23rd J^ioneers 

24th Punjab Infantir. 

6-8, Koyal Artillery (attach ttd) . 

544 

421 

193 

‘o 

■ 

Btaff , , . ... 

T&id Highlandem. 

2nrt Sikhs . , , . ... 

7 

094 

D14 


2nd .Infantry Brigatle - ^ 

B.. 1 

5rtl Sikhs. 

5th Gurkhas . . ■ . . ■ ; 

A,.,, u j f mh Bomlifty Infantry 

Attacntxl ’ I No. 2 Mountain Battery . 

’ Brigade . * 

2 60tb Rifici?. 

4th Gmrkhaa. . . i. ■ . 

462 

470 

403 

206 

6 

GIO 

530 

"fi 

3rd Inf ant ry Bngarlti • < 

15th Sikha 

^th Punjab Infantry . ♦ ■ 

^ 1141, Eoyal Artillery (attaohcxl) . 

Total... ... 

437 

486 

m 

6 

18 





















APPENDIX XXX (see p. 593) 

Detail of the Jvrct'. in Southern Afgktmistan intended for the relief 
of Kandahar, published in .Division Ordcrn of I7th Jugnet, 1880. 

Major-General 11. Pbayroj c.b*j Conimaudiiig* 

Major C. A. Cunin^ham^ Assistant Adjutaut'-Geiieral (sick). 

Captain W, Cooke-ColliS;^ OffiDiMtin^ As^mtaiil Adjiitant-GeneraL 
Major J, Joppj Assistitiit QiiaTteFitiastOr-GeiieraL 
Major A. U, Ileylatid^ Deputy Assiataiit Quartermastiir-GoiiftraC 
Captain H. Plmyr©j Aide4e*Caiiip. 

Cieuteimnt the Hon, G. Fitzroy i^omeriietj Orderly Officer, Extra Aide-dc- 
Camp. 

Major C, Swinhoe, Assistant Commifk^ary-GeiieraL 
Major Do L. E. F, Wool dridDirector of'rransoort. 

Deputy Siirgeon-Gerjeral L. S. Bruce, Principal Afetlical Officer. 

AHUlety Brigade. 

JJrigadier-Geiiepal T, F, n.n.A., Commaodinff, 

Captain E, Blaksley, Adjutant. 

Eoyal Horn Artillery, Major F. W\ Ward. 

Royal Artillery, Major J. II, J. Dewav. 

No, 2 Bombay Mountain Battery, Major R. IVafis. 

Oavafr^ Brigade. 

Brigadier-General H. (J, Vi’^illtimon, Commanding, 

Major MorriS; HTigade-Major. 

CJaptain C. W, Muir, Grdei-iy Officer. 

Ifith Lieviteiiant-Colonol G. Luck, 

1st Madras Light CavalrT, LieDtenant-Colonel E. M, Cherry, 

2iid Bombay Light Cavalry, LieiitenanUCJoliinel A. W. Macnaughton, 

2nd Sind Horse, Major M. M, Carpendaie, 

Poona Horse (108 sabres), Major C. M> Krskiifie. 

'Bjigh^er Foree* 

Lieutenant-Colonel J, G, Lindsay, Conmiauding. 

Lieutenant Wi W, B. Whiteford, Adjutant. 
lieuteiianb'H, O. Selhy, in eJiargo of Signal lie g. 

Lieutenant CJ, F, Buller. ^ 

lieutenant G, Davidson, 1 

Lieuteni^nt 8, A. E, HieJesou, I ^ , - ir,. 11 - 

Lieutenant W. W. Robinson. [ tield hngmeers. 

Lieutenant W, Coles. I 

Lieutemuit M, J. Slater, / 
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Captain F. W. Joseph, b.k.d- , Asniatant Field Engineer (attacli^d), 

No. 3 Conipaiiyj lionibay ^apporfi- and Miiier^j Lieutenant O. H. W^. 
O'Sullivan. 

No. 4 Company^ llombay SapjMtrs and Miners, Lieuteiiunt J. Neville, 

No* 5 Company, Bombay Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant E. C, Spilsbury. 


InfruJt^y Briifiid©. 


Brigadier-Guneml IL H. 

James, Oommandmg. 
Captain W, Cooke-On! lia, 
Brigade-Major. 

Major T. W. Saundera, Com¬ 
missariat Officer. 

Lieut.-Ck>L J, Barr as, Trans¬ 
port Officer. 

2-11th Foot, Lieut.-Col. W. 
T. Corvie* 

8th Bombay Infantry, Limit.- 
GoL S. Fellows, 

10th Bomljay Infantry Major 
C. FI Blowers. 


2iid Infantry lliigoda. 


Brigiuiier-GeUeral T- 3 . 

BT^)wn, Commanding. 
Major it. J. Stock, Bngado- 
Major. 

Major J. L. Fagan, Coin- 
mi^oiat Officer, 

LieuL K, E. Maaken^ie, 
'IVansiwrt Officer. 

2-loth F'oot, Lieut.-CoL K. 

L. Da all wood. 

5tih Bomh^y Irifiintry, 
Lieut.-CoL R. A, O, 
Hunt. 

24th Bombay Infantry, 
Lieut-CoL K. AL Oham- 
bers. 

37th Bombay Infantry, Ool. 
T. :Bell. 


ftril Tnfautry 


Brigadier-Gen, H. H, 
A. Woocl (siokL 

Brigadier-Gen. Walker 
(Offiiointing)j Com- 
manding. 

Captain J.AV. Andrwra, 
Isrigade-Major. 

Lieut. P. A. N. St. L. 
Wood, Orderly Officer. 

63rd Foot, Lieut.-Ool. 
W. L. Audiinleck. 

fifth Bombay Infantry, 
Lieut.-CoL L. H. Bib- 
thorpa. 

23rd Bombay Infantry, 
Lieut.-Ool. J. Harpur. 


Line of Communication i General J. H, Henderson, 
fi-om Sibi to (Jhamaii I Captain J. T. Watliiijg, Deuuty Aasijatunt 
(for wliicb some of tlie [ Quartermaster-GenemL 
above were detained). J Brigade-Major (vacant), 

1 rA 4 . * r Bth Bengal CavMry^ (3 troop's). 

hU.i and Outpost. . . ( Inf^itvy. ^ 

Bolan T’ost . . * IMh Bombay infantry (wing). 

(Quetta to Cbamaiij in-'j 

eluding Kacli and t 8th BeTignl Cavalry (3 squadron), 

Kusbdil Klmii, 2 f i st Madras Light Cavalry (1 squadron). 

24 th Bombay Infantry. 

^A-4j Royal Ariilteryj Captain J. I). Ualton. 
H-1^ Royal Aa^hllery, Major C, Croathwaite* 
aud Ji-Sj Royal Artillery^ Major W. R. Lluellyiu 
(stall- 14“0, Royal ArtilleWj IMajorG. A. Crawford. 
1st Madras Light Cavalry (1 squadron), 

4tii Bengal Infantry^ ISth Bombay 
Infantry (head■‘quarters and witig). 


squadrons cavalry. 
3 rd Bengal Infantry 


ijiietta Garrison 
Reserve Troops 
vacant.). 
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APPENDIX XXXI (see p. SOS) 

IMMrUmtion of the fmxe in Soidfwnh Afghmmtan mider 
Gmemt It vn tfw 1880. 




1 N*ija. 3, 4, and 5 Co3Tiiiani(^, (iombaj^ SappexH {detnch' 
monts). 

14-9 Koval j^vtiHory (dftfcachmeitt), equip^jed with two9'pTa> 
No. 2 Bombay Moniitairi liattory (3 
PooTifi Horse (detacJim^nt)- 

I6thi I9tl% mid 29(;h iiomUty luiantry (detachments). 
^Nos. 3, 4| and !? Compiuiios, Bombay Sappers (detach¬ 
ments). 

LbSh Kqyiil Artillery {detnchmmit), ©quipped with two 

No, 3 Mountn^iu Battery (2 guns). 

9th Bombay Infantry* 

JOth Bombay Infantiy {detachment}. 

Bj 4, and 5 Companies* Bombviy Sapfiers (detaiih- 
mente), 

Poona HoreOi 2jid Sind* 2nd Born buy Light Cavalry 
F fdotochment). 

I 4 fch Bom I jay Infantry (dstacbment). 

9tU liurubay Infantry (detaobmeiit), 

I 10th Bombay Infantry. 

\27th Bombay Xnfantiy- 
/ 3nd Sind Horse (detu^hnient). 

.12-11 th Poot ( wing). 

(2 I5th Foot (detachment). 

12nd Sind Hoi-^e (dutachment). 

Segi, Dinai' Kate^, Gha-Mat Madras Light Cavalry (detaohineiit). 
y.Arl>and| Mehters!ai*-{ Poona Hoi'uie yefcachnnmt). 


Ob am ail 


Khoja k 


Kala AI.HliilJa 


Gulistan Kara?;. 


Kuahdil Khan. 


Quetta 


wuU to Quetta . 


124th Bombay Infantry {detachment), 

\27th Bombay Infantry (dst&chmtnit). 

Boyal Horse ATtillery. 

'F-3* K^yal Artillery. 

11-9, Royal jVrtiHery (detachment). 

15th Hussars. 

1st Madras Lfg:ht Cavalry (detachment). 

2nd Bombay Light Cavalry (head-qnartora). 

8th Bengal Cavalry (detacbment). 

2-Utb Foot [wing). 

2-1 oth Foot (bead-quarters), 

Btb Bombay Infantry. 

24th Bombay Infantry* 

British and Native details. 

E-B, Royal Horae Artillery (2 gnnS), to replace those lost 
at Mai wand. 

Hd * Royal Artillery. 

D-8, Royal ArtiUory. 

Bengal Cavalry (head-qnnrteTs), 

^ Foot, 

Foot (detach meivt), 

Bombay Infantry, 
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Oa til© northern fioiitier ftfe Ku-oh ws4h the following fore©: 

1 ^ 0-2 Hountain Battery [2 ^na), 

2iid Bomby Light CaviilryTdeUahmeiit)* 
&th Bombay Infantry. 

16th Bombay Infan tiy {bead-quarters). 

At 9ibi and jxiets aboDt Kari j 

6th Bengal Cavalry (detaohment). 
lat Sind Horse, 

4th Bengal Infantry. 

SJth Bombay Infantry, 

The following trooj>a wei^e moving up fi^oin Sukkur and Kavautii j 
r78th Foot. 

From Bombay . .-j I3th Bombay Infantry. 

llStli Bombay Infantry. 

/ A-4j Koyal Artillery. 

^ 3rd Biiugid Infantry. 


APPENDIX XXXII (secs p. 60T) 

Zhshybtdion liM of ike 1,^^ mid *^Ttd D-wwlou^ of ih^ Soidkem 
FQTce umler Mmor-Gemral H. Phmire. 
on thi* SO^/i October^ 1880, 


ji; 

Jr 

l2; 


D‘B, Eoyarl llorao Al*tille^3^ 
9th LancerB. 


JCohkarAnantJKoImk^ Pooniv Hijrae. 

2nd Sind Hwefl (dBtaohjucnt), 

Vtith, loth, 27th Bombay Infantry, 

H 1, B,A. [ No. S Oonipany^ Bombay Sappors. 

F- 2 j K.A. I 3 rd Bombay Light Cavalry (ordered to India), 
H-B, E.As ( Poona Horse fdvtacrmieutK 

14 - 9 , 1 2 nd Bind Horee. 


KHTidalmr, in Ai- 
ghandab Valley, and^ 
neighbourhood. 


2-7th J?\K)t \ 

24itb Toot I Bnti«b 
2-J,5th liViot f Infantry 
.GSrtl Toot J 


\ ch Bom Ijay ! n fantry. 

5fch Bombay Infrmtry, 

9tli Bombay Infantry. 

3Ttli I, (detaohmonfc). 


Quetta and in Pofihin 


^ \ 3rd Bombay Light Cavalry {(letaohirnmt). 

Line of commnnioa-J 19th Bombay Native Infantry jdetacWetit), ordered to Iiiclla, 
hon to Khojak. Bombay Native Infantry (detaohment). 

12Sth Bombay Native Infantry (dotiichmeiitK 
'A4, Boyni Artillery* 
iV8, Ei>yai Artillery. 

15-9, Royal ArtiUe^* 

1st Madvae Liglit CSavalry. 

78th Toot (wdertKi to Kandahar). 

3rd ikingal Infantry (oofdert^d to Kandahar), 
tilth Bombay Infantry, 

1.16th Bombay Infantry (detachment), 

/Nos, 4 and 5 Gompaniea, Bombay Sapponi. 

16th Bombay Infantry* 

24feh Bombay Infantry. 

Kach^ 16th Bombay Infantry (200 rififta). 

Mangi, 16 th Bom hay Infantry (200 rifles). 

Daii^ai and Chapar^ Nos. 4 and 6 Cf.’tn|>anieSj Sappers, 

Sbarigh, 24th Bombay Infantry (3 oompanies). 

Hamai, 24th BomJjay Infantry (heiul-quarteis), 

Harnai to Sibi, I7fch Bengal Infantry (detaohmout), 

■8th Bengal Cavairy (detaohmente), 

( No. 1 Bombay Mountain Battoty (2 guna); No. 2 Bomfjay 
Mountain Battery (2^xia). 

8fch Bengal Cavalry j XatSind Horse (detachment); lat Madras 
Cavalry (detaclmwnt). 

.17tb iteogal Infantry (ixvrt of), ordered to Kandahar, 

r No. 2 Bombay Mountain Battery (2 guns), 
j Iflt Madras Cavalry (1 squat!rtm). 

14th Bengal Infantry (ordev’ed to Kandahar). 
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On Railwjty Idnn . 
(under construction)." 


At Sibi 


In Shornwak 
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•Sl 


Iloyal Hoifits Artillssvy^ 

0-2, Itqyal Artillery, 

Uoyal Ai‘tiUery (escorting capiurt^l gima aud General 
No* 2 Oommny, Bombay Bappem [Efooke a Ixxiy). 

3M Slud llorse, 

6fltb Foot* 

let, 29th, and 30th Bombay Mantry* 

(No* 2 Bomii^vy Mountain Battery (2 guns), ) Tore'eatabliah the 
■{ Slid Bombay Bight Cavalry* V yKJBta at Ihal- 

(loth Bombay Infftiitry (doUuhmunt). ) OUotiali. 


troops wumed for service Jrom India. 

Huasara; 7th Bengal Cavalry j 61»t Foot* 

K Jl.--The 3rfl, 7th, iStli, 30th, and SCth BoinUy Itifautiy had each 1 oumpauy on 
servk'O attached reaiiectivaly to the flth, lOth, 16th, 28th, and 4tU Bombay infantry* 


Co oi>erating with 
General MncQregor’a 
column in the Mari 
oountiy. 

Addi 



APPENDIX XXXIII 

m^tnhutmi of the trooys m Sontherft Afghanisiaii on the 
SIj?# Devemher, 1880. 


iCohkapfipU 


KEiudahai* 


Itinfj of cioriimnniciitioua, 
incJiitiirig QutittEi, 


In BJnxraw&k . . , 

On 0wnl-Bibi E?jtiiway llriiD 


At Sibi and adjacsent posts, 
inclvid i n g B id ga cH a r* 
ba’ieral Hondeison^s 
raaerve coJunin. 


Wi til Si t Rob&r t ^andniuan 
at Mftndai. 

Tbal-CliotialBaTid Kni'iak 

Ja<2obal>ad .... 
Oidertid to Kandahar from 
India, 


D-li, Koyftl Horse ArtUlcry^ 

13 th Hqe^tb, 

2nd Sind Horaa. 
loth Bombay Infantry, 

H i, Royal Artiliory. 

Royal Artillervv 
(i-8, Royal Artillnry. 

Royal ArtilleVy. 

No. 3 Company Bombay Sanpevs, 

Poona Pionae. 

2*7th Fnsilieirs, 

2-Hth Foot. 

G3id Footn 
7vStli Hig^hlftn^itra. 

3rd Bengal Infantry. 

4 th I^nngal In fantry. 

IZfch Bengal Infantry- 
Bth Bombay Infantry. 

. 2?th Bombay Infantry. 

5-8, Royal Artillery {2 guns), 
llj-y, Rt>yal ArtiUeiy. 

1st M&fhaa Light Cavalry {dptaehment). 

3itl Bombay Bight Cavairy (dttaohruenta)| under orders 
toretmii to India. 

Gist Foot (wing), 

^i^d Bengal Infaritry (detachment), 

5tb Bonibay Infantry (detfichinent), 

$tU Bombay Infantry fwiiig). 

13th Bombay lufantVy, 

23pfi Buintay Infantry. 

23th liombay Infantiy, 

No. 2 Bombay Mountabi Battery (2 guxm). 

1st Madras Light Cavalry (detachment). 

5th Bombay Infantry. 

Noh, 4 and 5 Companies, Bombay Sappers, 

4th BombEiy Infantiy, 

16th Bombay Infantry (detachment), 

24th Bonil>ay Infantry, 

' A-4, Royal ArtFlIery. 

5^, Royal Artillery (4 ^uns). 

No. 2 Bombay Mountain Battery (2 sen ns]. 

8th Bengal Cavalry. 

I.afc Madras L^bt Oavairy (detaolnrient). 

2iiti Bombay Light Cavalry (detachtaent). 

3rd Bombi^y Light Cavaliy (detachment), under ortlora 
tor tndm. 

1st Sind Horse (detachment). 

Blat Foot (wing), 

8tli Bombay Infantry (wing), 

16th Bombay Infantry. 

I9tb Boinbay Infantry, under onloiu for India. 

29tb Bombay Infantry, under ordei^ for India. 

1L!>, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

8th Bengal Cavalry {detachTnent), 

2^^th Boililjapy Infantry (detachment) for India, 

No* 2 Bombay MotiutJiin Battery (2 guns). 

Su<l Bombay Light Cavalry (heod-quartex^). 

IGth Bombay Infantry. 

Isfc Sind Hor&e (part of). 


^ 7th Bmigal Cavalry. 


TOG 


45 









APPENDIX 


Programme the dates of deparhii^es and urrlvaU (f troops of the iSoidh 



Note,—X* revioti3 to itJftvuiE KiHidahfti Gun^ral Hiium p£<lifitributod tli0 orig^dea, ao s<s to leavtj 


Cavalry BniaADK, ; 

1 ]<iT BniuAtijr:, 

1 

JirtifadUy-ecHtyut i 

1 Brigadim^^Ocntrai 

1 

D'B, Rojal Ht^Jrie Artillary. 

TgtjiiA lioi^n:* 

fi*S, Hojiiil ArtiUory, ^ 

^Srd Footr, 1 

$rd BcTjf'ai InfiiDtry. { 

tftii BonibQy luHnntry. ( 

No, a Ooiiiiwnj Bflmbftf Ba^siwra. > 

i 
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XXXIV (see p. 6S8) 

Jfghmiktan FkU Foma m the reth-ernmifrom A"a?id^hm\ in Jpril^ 1881. 


Segi^ Arr. 

Qnotta, 

Air. 

Halt. 

QiwtUt 

Dep. 

rir- 

Ohookif 

Am 

April 20 

April g5 

April 

April 25 

j Jfay 8 

2>1 

1, By 

,1 SO 

.May 1 

„ 3 

,, 38 

May i 

May B 

PI 0 

IP 10 

M 

tt 

jf ^ 

.1 

If 1 

1, n 


,, fl 

li 4 

'■ ^ 

11 12 

21 

\ 




r^ft 




f >1 0 

triliff 
7th Bhi- 

|“A|triJ 80 

j 

ij 1 

ji 2 

(,: . 

^ fiUsnHi 





Jlay 1 

May 4 

II 

M 0 

II IS 

3 

II 0| 

II r 

,1 3 

1. i;> 

■ It ^ 

M 7 

,1 s 

M y 

It 10 

u 

it 0 

» 0 

M 10 

li 17 

It ^ 

M G 

„ 01 

.1 K 

ti IT 

I* ^ 

M 11 

11 ]2 

II IS 

It 20 

„ t> 

VS 

„ U 

1, 14 

II 21 

1> 8 

„ I V 

11 12 

II 13 

,1 20 

" ^ 

II 4 




■> 1 

11 4 




VViiig 

Wing 

\ ■■ 



May 1 , 

May 

i 



Wing 

Wing 

\ 



iiffty 1 1 

May 1 

/ ■■ 




ICa]a 

AbdiUUL, 

Bep. 


April 2ii 


30 


May 


tl Com* 
pjinia? 
i>Uy I 

pniiioa 

1 

Wiug 
May 1 
Iviuibdil 
KbAD. 


GuHistnji, 

Arr. 


AprJjt ar 




mat. 


r April 2B 
( » 


( 1 Btiuftd- 
toil 

1 


2 Coni- 
paiilaa 
V Aliiy 3 
{2 Com* 

■t fiA£llQ$ 
(MAy 1 


av 

r *’ 

{ ;: 

{:; 

i;i 
( " 
\ :; 

}: 


DCHtluatloEL. 

Kamchi. 

J tilhindur. 

miracht.. 

> KaraoLl 


i'Jiillmidiijr. 

< BvnuiOH him! 
L »SiUpur* 
Caiouttii. 


■ KjiimcHi. 

Lab are. 

\ QnetU^ 


Cbapiiut, 
f' Qiidtta, 

< Kid A Abduiia^ 
(Guiiataii 
(Cbauidii^ 

{ Kftb A lMulift, 
! Onliatan, 

( Qnotta aiiEl 
K n a h (1 1 I 
ijLban. 


thu £rcM>|^ for the Petihiu a.tid Quette. gttrtiEwjntj with the la&t bifigadtt leaving KamlftbAr, aa follows): ’ 



1 3nIj BmQAtJtH. 

1 i<i'i<;r^iti|-'-0otO'al Pisiaiiin. 

Sup Ilnja^nv. 


Udp Royal ArMUery. 

F‘2, Roynl Artillery, 


Tetli HiglxlMidura. 

8th ReagaV Oiivniry. 


ITtL Ueii^l Infantry- 

2-Tth rmlJlerv. 


B7th Boumiy Infantry. 

4th Bombay Infantry, 


- , 

loth llomhay Infantcy, 
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APPENDIX XX XS^ (see p. 568) 

TranspoH emphyed on Gerteml Eobcrta's tnarch from Kabul to 
Kandahar 1879). 

The total luimbei's of transpoi't animals, other than camels, 
actually employed during the march, and those which became 
ineffective from sickness, death, or loss, on or before arrival at 
Kandaliar, are shown below i 


I'otal en] ployed . 

Dead or inissiiig . 

Sick . , . . 

Total ineffective , 
Biilauce effective . 


Perceiitaiife of effective on coiTiplction 
of marcli. , . ^ * 


1 Yaboa. 

* PowitfB. 

Mtd^. 

Doukoya. 

1,051 1 


4,610 

1,10S 

41S> 

SOB 

210 

107 

j G81 

479 

042 

57 

\ 

7or 

1,158 

104 

661 

610 


BOB 

84% 

39% 

78% 

00% 


t^mpHed Jr&m official cmirces^ 

Noth.— lljo transport allotted to corp« wae of variable quaiityj and was 
not equally cared for bj all unite, llie 2tid Sikh Infantry are reported 
to have marched into Kandahar with three only of their total transport 
animals in an ineffective condition. 
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APPENDIX XXXVI 


Sydmi of InieUigmwe uHh th& troops in the feiri in Jfgkmmtan, 

1878-80. 

No Intelligence Department existed in India at this time. The 
only campuigns on the North-West Frontier since 184^ in which 
a demand foj* field intelligence arose were those against Pathan 
trihesirieii, This important branch of the duties of the Staff was 
undertaken in \rar ns well ns in peace time by the Civil ServicCj 
wlmse local representatives on the Pimjab frontier were informed, 
in the course of their duties, of all political events amongst t!ie 
tril>es imrnetliately beyond tiie borders of their i-espectivc ad¬ 
ministrative districts by agents, spies, and informers, who were 
either permanent or temporary mend^ers of their subordinate 
pol i ti ca 1 establish m en t. 

This system ha<l proved capable of meeting nearly all tl*e 
iutelligenee requirements of the small frontier expeditions, in which 
the Punjab Frontier Force (controlied by the I.ieu ten ant-Governor 
of the Punjab) was generally employed against these tribesmen to 
the exclusion of the regular army. 

llie objects of these small campaigns were almost entirely 
pohticjib and it was therefore considered that they w^ould he served 
best l>y a civil and political intelligence department separated to 
a lai'ge extent from the control of the military commander* No 
prepared plans of campaign were considered beforehand by the 
Army Head-Quarters Staff of the day, and the schemes o{ opra- 
tions were usually framed and often modified to suit the political 
exigencies of the moment. 

The tqreiiing of the Second Afghan Campaign coiiscquently 
found the Government and the CJonimandcr-in-Chief in India 
practically uninformed regarding the strength, disposition, 
strategy, and tactics of the Afglmns who lived beyond tribal 
territory, tnid tlier<jfoTe out of reach of political emissaries. Police 
reports (see Appendix L) had mainly to !}e relied on for an 
estimate of the opposition likely to be met. Nor had a particular 
study of the terrain been made beyond the semtiny of a few road 
reports which had lieen compiled from information gathered chiefly 
during the former Afghan campaigns of 1838-42. 

T09 


'llie plan of campaign in 1878 and again in 1879 could be 
neitlier seriously iicn* nieibodically consideit^d !>y ihe Comnumder- 
in-Chief and Goyernnient owing to the lack of the necessary 
machinery* 

The nvilitAiy means for obtaining the intlisjwnsahle ground- 
woil< for plans of operation^i; were unorganised, and the com¬ 
manders both at Army Head-Q)iiartei^ and in t!>e field had to 
rely chiefly on the Ci\ul Sei vice to ^iupply iiitelligerice for both 
strategical and tactical purposes* 

The iiioiriciency of this system was aggravated when the 
military comnmiidor \\m not also, as was sometiiiies the case, 
the dnef political authority in the thcatic of operations* 

That this af^ency did not satisfactorily fulfil the deniand^^ 
whicli were made on it tluring the campaign may be glcajied 
from the puhli(; as well as the confidential records of the campaign* 

« # ^ 

Generals Stewm’t and Roberts hotli used the Rolitical Service as 
their main agency for intelligciK'c, wlulst the former organised an 
Intelligence Branch coniprisitig one Deputy Assistant Quarter- 
mastcr-Genoml (Captain Gaselce), one native officer, and one 
native non-eomniissioned t>ffifer as the pernmneiit staff, who 
supplomonted the efforts of the Political Ofikers attivclied to the 
division in Southern Afghanistan, 
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APPENDIX XXXYIl 


Ea'tnwlsfivm daUmimis shormng amount of food mpplies^ excluMi^e 
of foildt>\ dtuipatchod to Northern Afghanktan dwiing the 
t7mh>e monthi^ Septemhcr^ 1879 ^ to Augti^nt^ 1880 , 


Atta . 

Bariev. 

Biscuits 
Bect'j boiledj corned, 
etc. (about) 
Breadstuff * 

Cacoa 
Dill 
Ghi 

Grain 

Lime juice , 

Totatoes 


Bice . 

Rum . 

So Tips, various (about) 
Salt . 

Sii{?ar . 
loa . 

Tobacco 

V e^etableu, presei‘v ed 
(about.) 

WLeftt 


Received at and forwarded from— 


Jhelum 

{ruil-he^vd}. 

Rawal I’iiicli. 

1,W,034 maimdg 

1 4%73U mauitds 

312,083 „ 

114.784 ■ ,, 

,5R,;}’2rib. 

4,7!!« lb. 

63,1)00 „ 

9,942 „ 

30,187 niauiicJs 
23,2481b. 

maujuis 

<50,569 rtinunds 

12,251 


4,278 

18,127 maunds 

l,I(i2 mimnds 

66,979 

25,284 gallons 

2,840 gallons 

14,.340 maunds 

16,328 „ 

8,872 niaunds 

90,370 „ 

161,994 fflillmis 
4.5,000 lb. 

17,428 ,, 

27,983 gallons 
8,500 lb. 

2,1K)0 tnautids 

750 mauuds 

941,700 lb. 

21,450 lb. 

2.11,680 „ 

71,829 „ 

89,290 „ 

0,.300 „ 

2,028 lb. 1 

135,051 niautidg 

32,81)5 mauuds 


Psiibav 


12t),n(i4 mauuda 
l.l(i ,202 „ 

77,44.S lb. 

28,l):i7 niiLuiidg 


34,.5(n 


H,870 miiniids 
04,381 

IftjOia gallojifi 
21,783 inauDcls 

0,207 „ 

5*5,140 „ 

04,408 

20,000 lb, 

5,B08 mauiidj^ 
4^7.\7r>l ib. 
112,550 „ 


4,400 lb, 

6 ,000 maiiitds 


In addition to the above were smaller supplies of the following 
articles:—Brandyj champagne, extract of beef, beer, cocoa paste, 
cocoa milk, coffee, gin, hay (compressed), lime juice (bottled), pork, 
pale ale, sherry, sago, vinegar, etc*, etc* 
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APPENDIX XXXVril 
liicpmditttre incurred in the JJ'ghaii War? 

The estimate of the co^t of thi?ii war rendered on tho 
Sfitfi October, 1880, by tlie Government of Iinlia to the Secretary 
of State, framed on the fo]lowing assumptions: 

L That all future extra expenditure for troops remaining on 
a war footing beyond the whx>le frontier (prior to the Treaty of 
Gandaniak) is part of the cost of the war, and may be expected 
to coiitinne tip to the end of the financial year 1880^81, 

That no expenditure wUhin that fwnikr (excepting that 
uiioii the frontier railways) ivKmm^d after the end of October, 
1880, rthonlcl he attributed to the war. 

3. 'iliat the normal military expenditure may be calculated on 
that of the year 1877-*78, Ix^fore the war. 

On these hypotheses the following amounts and estimate were 
submitted, subject to the later adjustment of various balances 
wbieb would act one against the other: 


lU. £ 

Net military expenditure proper. 15^77,71,000 nt 20d. 13,148,000 

Frontier railways . . . 5,00/^,000 ,, 4'017,0(K) 

Total . . 21,07,74,000 „ 18,065,000 

Deduct excess revtuuies from 

telegn^phs and railways . . 68,00, Q(K) „ 507,000 

Net cost of war .... 20,90,7 M >00 ,5 17,490, W 


I'hat is, 21 crorcs of nipcDS, or I7 j millions sterling. 

On tbo ^Ist March, 1881, the Secretary of State tor India 
announced in the Ploiise that the total estimated cxpeBditure 
up to May 31 1881, was (£^19,o00,000 sterling, exclusive 

ot a total sum of 39lakhs of rupees paid at different times to 
the Amir up to the end of July, 1881, and an additional sum of 
50,000 I'll pecs per month for six months. 

1710 Exchequer bore a share of .£5,000,000 towards the total 
cost of the campaigns, the Indian revenues defraying the remainder. 

' From Parllaineutiiry Paper?, 1083 , Nos, 65 81 * 
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bidex to Coi-pa, Hegiments, Battalmis, Battcriesy Companmy 
De-parimenUy eta.y senmg in AfghnnUtmiy 1878-79-80-81. 


Cfrpflt 


oi“ Battorj. 


British 

CjE^vj^ky* 


6th Hmgoou Guiirds (Cn-rabi- 
nim) , . . . , 

8th {Kiiijf’ft Boyal Iriah) 


yth L&iicm (Qufph's Boyal) 

I 


10 th Hiiriftiifa (PLiture of 
WaWsi Own) * 

lath {The Xiiig^a) , | 


RoyA] 

Itorft© 

Artilleiry. 


4 

I 


IC Battery 


I 

Jd 


Roynl 

Artillor 

hatfcorieA) 


F J5attery 

\1 Battery 
A Jl&ttety 
Baitflry 
Battery 

_ ^ IH Battery 
Q ’ll} I Bntifjry 
Buttery 
Battery 


■C o f H 
1“ I] 


^ J I) Battery 
I £ (F Battery 




C Battery 
Battery 


Batttii'v 


0 Battery 
D Battery 
Batit^ry 
Battery 


L Battery 


Corn mmiding 


]Lieiit*-GoL J". Fryer, ci,n. 


,, - .'y , . 

Liout.-Gol.*] , W-Chaplin, v o. 
Qohmel H. Karfthall / . 

CiouL-CoJ, li S. GJeland , 

•Lieut.-CDi H, A* Bushman, 
v.B, . 

Lient. OoJ. hi A. Wlkx 3 
ColotieJ Lwd Balph Kerr 
Oohmel J, K. 8wijiifljey , 
Lieut Col. Q. Luck, c.B* 
Majorr^X Hill . 

Li out.-Col Sidney PaiTv 
Mnjor W* W. Murdoch . 
Major and Lieut-OoL W. 

Stirling, o,B* 

Captain H. Pipon . 

Major iT. 0. SrnythAVindham 
Major W, O, Ominaniioy 
Btp Colonel Maej/^arlan, 
Captain 11* G* S* Maialmll 
Ma.i<ir H* do G* Waiter 
Major Fp Wp Waivl 
Major G. F, Blackwood 
Captain J. it* Slade 
Major J". Ap Tillard 
Major 0. E. jsiairne 
^fajor G* Hp Manderson 
Major Hon, Alex, Scowart 
A;lajor H* Pdtohard , 

Major C. Cresethwaito - 

Major N* 0* Lciweg 

Major 1\ Hp Grejgp 
Major II. Stavely . 

Mikjoc J. R. t/p Do war . 

Major ifp C* Magenia ♦ 

Major T* IMp HarJerigg . 

Major Bidney Parry 
Captain Rp Purdy * 

Major W. R. Crawtor 
Major J. Op Aiichiialeok 
J. F. B'ree * 

Major T- C, Mar tel li * 

.Major Sir J* W. Campbell, 
Bart* - * . * . 

Major ^^\Ry G* Brough 




imM 

1^79 BO 
1879-80 


|l8"' 




ia76-r« 

I i8r.s.sfl 

f I87fi-80 
188D 

Us78-80 


iSTD-eo 

j-1878-eo 

laso 

1800 


1870 

11878-80 
} 1880-81 

I878-7:( 

1880 

1878-70 

1,8,80-81 

1878-80 

1878- 79 

11878-80 

1879- 80 
1379-80 
1878-79 

1878-80 


1870-80 


713 




































%L 


714 


APPENDIX XlOLlX—coniinml 
Index to Oirp/t, eit:., s erving i n Afffha7Lutan, 1 i-i78-T9-80-81 

Corps. 


At- 

tillevy-' 

{heavy 

51 td 


Urgmitiiiti ot IliVtturyi 


i rNf^ 1 Hattpry 
« J Ko, G Mountain T3attory 
“ ( (7-pi'' screw 

,/ 8th / No. 13 liattery 
I 1 Briifiide.\No. l.G Battery 


i cNo, 11 

J No. 12 

VI 

^ “tNo* 14 


Mo, 11 Battej*?' 
Battery 
3 Battery 
Battery 


£ 4) 
- tu 


Kative 
Artillery 
-“'(inoun- - 
tain bat- 
terke). 


No. 6 Battery 

No. G Battery 
1 No. 10 Battery 
[ No- n Battery 


Gatlinfe' Battery 


U 

ciS 

§=a 

iS-i3 

tt 

n S 


Royal 

Kngfk 

users. 


at; 

O rt 


^ I No. 2 


e 

|e 

lil 

4*'r3 

|S 


^ Cl 

■! 

2nc3 

'Ig 


'No. 1 (Kohat) i^touu 
tiUTi Battery 

No. 12 (Derajat) Monn 
tain Battery 

1 No. 5 {Peah&war J Moiin 
tain Battery 
No. -1 (HASsara) Monn. 
tain Battery 

No, 5 (Kohat) Garpbon f 
\ Battery . . - ^ 

Mo im tain Batterj' 

2 Mountain Battery 

^No. 1 Company 
No, 2 CrjiuiMmy 
No. 3 C(imi>any 
No- 4 Corni^iny 
No- 5 Compatiy 
No. G Company 
No, T Company 
No, 8 Conipany 
No* & Company 
^No, 10 Com^jftny 

, A Comi»ftny ^ 

B Company 

C Company 
E Company 
I Company 
Company 


Comriiuidia* OJliotir, 


Major J- Haufjbtoa 
Major T. Graham 



Major E. S. Bnmntt 
Major J. H. Blaokky 

Major 11- il, Murray 
Mp jor J* K. ■ 

Itfajor 1:C. Ij. (Iwyn 

Major C, W- Wilson 
Major G* A. CrawforU 

Major C. ColUnfrwQfxl 
Captain G. M. B, Homaby 
Major d . A- Tillard 
Major G, 1>, A. Sfcrakcr 
Major N. H. Harria 

iMajor A . Bvosi^lfoot 

Captain J. A, Kel'^o 
Captain H. N. .Turvois 
33t. Major Ib, K. L. Morgan 
Major G. Swiiiley . 

Major A. Bro£tdtcio6 
Captain H, F. iimyth 

Major J- Charles . 

Major E. J. de Lattau' 

Captain H, F, 8myth 

Lienfc. R. A* C. ICiiig 
Captain J. I>. ^Eitwlgrasa 
Major R, Waoe 

bieut, J C. L. Camphell, b.e. 
Captain H, Dove, U.K. , 
CaptEMii P. iTaslett, k-e. # 
Lient, BJ. H* Itllb R, E, . 

Lieut. W. F. lb ISbilTord, 
Liovit, r, T. Button, R.ii. 
Liont. Ib P, Leach, ItK. 

Lieut. M- C. Barton, R- k. > 
Major L, F- Brown, r,e. 

Lieut. C. H, Darling, n.S. . 
Lieut* W. B, Conne/; k, 15- - 
Lieut, A* R. F- Dor ward, h.k. 
Captain T. H, Winterbtjtbani, 

M.T. . . , . 

Lhmt. A* E. Dobaon, n*E. 
Lieut. C. C, Raw.‘ioti, n.E, 


Date. 


187J)‘80 

1879-81 


11878-80 


1878-79 

1878-79 

187879 

1378-89 
1880 
1878 
1880 81 

j1878-80 

1880 

18781Sli 

1870-90 


1876-80 


1878-70 

1878-70 

1870 

1870-81 


1378-81 


^.1878-80 

















































APPENDIX XXXlK—contimied 
Index to Cwps, etc., nerving in AJgJimmfan, 1878-79-80-81— 


Corps. 


Iloytil 
Krigineera" 
{amtiL) 


Boginieiiij OAltdlioti, or 


,ttriiish 

Iriftbiitry* 


Bengal 

CiVVftjry'. 


^Na 1 Otimpauy , 

^ No. 2 Company 

|;S No. 3 Company . 

^ ^ No. 4 Comimny 

No, B Coinpjiny 

o 

^ v 

Ist EiitUliots 5th irnailiera 
2iid Battalion 7th Fuailier^ 

2nd Battalion 8th Ffrnt . 

2nd Battalion Oth Foot . 

2nd Battalion J tlh l^'oot, 
Iftt Battalion 12th Foot . 
2nd Battalion 14th Foot. 
2nd Battalion 15th Foot, 

B^t Battalum 17th Foot * 
l^t Battalion 18th Foot . 

Iftt Battalion 2Gtli Foot . 

51st T/igh t Iniiintry 
oflth Foot - , 

2nd BatUlion 6dth IJifioa 
Foot 

tUlth Foot 

(>7th Foot , , , 

Toth Foot 

72nd High landers * 

78 th Hi;?hland^Pi , 

Slat Foc>t 
8otb Fool 

02rid<uHighInndprs . 

4th Battahon Rifle Brigade 


1sl Bengal Cavfthy . 
3rd Bengal Cavalry, 

4th Bengal Cavalry 
5th Bengal Cavalry 


Coniiu^mcttn,^ Ofifliier, 


Lioub,-Col. John HiILe, c.n. . 
Lievit G. H. Wh O. Sullivan, 

11. E. 

Lieut. G, T, Jimea, n.ic, 

Ideut, W. Colea, k.e. 

Lieut. W, A, E. St. ClniPt tt-ih 
Captitin W. W. B. Whiteford, 
n. K. . 

E. O, apilshnry, kr. , 
Lieut. E. H, Bethell, k, k. 

Lieut,-Coh T. Rowland * 
Lmut.-Col A. G. Dauljeny , 
Lieut.-Col. F, Beatiebaiup 
Colonel E, J3, Drew, y.n. 
Golonel C- K. Grogan . 
Cokmel E. Tanner , 

Cndonel W, Daunt, O.n. . 
Major A. MtJrtfan . ^ 

Colonel W. T. Corrie . 
Colonel G. R Walker , 
Colonel D. W, Wan en. tM3. . 
Lieut.-Col. IL L. Dfunliwootl . 
Culonel A, 11. Cob be 
Liout.-Col. VV’, D. 'romiteon . 
Colonel M- Jr R. MaeGregt>r 
ColonoJ J. A. Rod do II , 
Lieut.-CoL N. C. Ramsay ♦ 
M'ajor F. S. Terry , 

Colonel B, A. MiKlden, n.n. . 
Colonel C. B. Acton, o.u, 
Cjoloiiel R. La^ 

Lieub.'Col. J. Lawson . 
Lieut,-Col. J. J. Gnllins 
1 1 \ eut. -Ool p C. Aah T jumliam, 

C:.a ..... 
Lieut.-Col, W. G. Byron 
Lieut.-Col. W. L, Anohin- 
leek ..... 
Ljout.-Col. J. Galbraith 
Major C. V. Oliver 
Coioiiol B- G. C. Hoggn 
Colonel C. B. Kntuvlfoi . 
Otiionel If. de R. Plgutt 
Lient.-CoL F. Browulow 
Lient.-Ool. C, M. Stof:kwelh 
t. B, . . . . . 

Gokmel A. E. Warren , 
Colonel R. B, Chieheeter, o.n. 
Lient.-Ool. K. M. Bead on 
Cokmel G, H, Parker, o.b. . 
Colonel XL R. L. Nswdigate, 
c. n. . 

Major A. R. Chapinan . 
Colaucl R. Jen kina 
Lieuh-CoJp A, R. D. Mac¬ 
kenzie . , . p . 

I^ieut.-rioLM. M. Prendergawt 
Major H. A. tihakesjToap 




1878-80 
} lSSO-81 


isrs^Bo 


I 

J 

[1878-80 

13S0-81 

1870-80 

18S0 

1880 

}l87&-7l) 

1880-81 

|t878-80 

} 1878-80 
[1878-80 

|l87S-80 


1380-81 

;1880 

1870 

1878-70 


11878J 


SO 


isao-31 

187879 

1879-81 

1879-ao 

1878-79 


11873-80 

1879- 80 
1880 

1880- 81 
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AFPENIJIX XXXIX— 

Index to etc., .wrliig in 1878-'79-80'81'— cofitd. 

Corps* 


Eengi^l 

CftVAiry - 


Bengal , 
Infantry, 


jHegj ment, liattiiMoni nr Batteiy. 


8th Bengal Cavalry 
lOtb Bongi' i Laiieers 
11th Eongal I/Aiicars 
12tb Bengal Cavalry 

Hub Bengal LaneorH 

14tli Bengal liaTirars 
15tb Bengal Cavalry 
17th Bengal Cavalry 

I8tb Bengal Cavalry 
19 th BengiU Lancers 

let Bengal Infantry 


2rul Bengal Light Infantry 
5th Bengal Light Infantry 

Gth Bengal Light I infantry 
Sth Bengal Infantry 


f 

'I 

Gfch Bengal Infantry 

llth Bengal Infantry 

12th (Kalat-i Ghiljsay Itegiment 


13th Bengal Infantry 

lltli (Ferojseporc') Sikhs. 
l?^tk (Looflianab) Sikhs . 
10th (Luckn07V] Ktigimciifc 

1 nth Punjab Infantry , 

20th Punjab Infantry * 
21st Punjab Infantry 
22nd Punjab Infantry . 

23i'd Punjab Pjoiieera 

24th Punjab Iidantry 
2.'5tih Punjab Infantry , 
20th Punjab Infantry , 
27tii Punjab Infantry . 
2iSth Punjab Infantry , 
29th pHujab Infantry 
30th Punjaij Infantry 

31st Punjab Infantry 

32nd Punjab Pioneers * 


■{ 

■( 

■{ 


(vOnuunmliDg OHSeer, 


Oolonol B. W. Ryall 
Lieut.-Col* H. Ghapinan 
Lient**Ool. O. Barru?8 - 
Major A. England . 
Lieufc.-Ool il* E, Boyle . 
Lieut*’0ol. A. H. rnns<^p 
Lieut-“Col il. A. McNair 
Lieut*-Cal. J* II* G^^en * 
Lieut* -Col* 11, 0. LqWj o,B 
Major \Y, 11, Msii^naghtcn 
Lieut.-Col. C. R. Peimiiigton 
Lieiit.-Ooi R* C* W. Mitford 
Oolenel X* G* BobS| c*e. 
(Jolonel G, A. Fhtjnriergnst 
Lieut.‘■Ool. X. J. Wivt&on 
Major E* G* New n ham , 
Major T* K.* Bavklson * 
IVlajor TL O* Marsh 
Colonel W. Faim n.B, ^ 
Cokmei P B. Yorke 
Lieut.-C'I L A. G. Ou'en 

LienL-Oql. L. H* P* de Ho 
chojiuecl Larr^ent . , 

Colonel T* ISf, Baker , 
Colonel 1C* Veuonr 

Cokmel G. H, ThoTUpscJii 

Major W. Atkins . * 

Colonel G, A, WilLams . 
Lieut,-Col. It, Smith 
Lieut, -OgL IL I>o Brett 
Colonel T* K* Webster . 
Colonel F, H* F, Harris* 
Colonel W. Matdonald * 
Colonel J. T. Watsou * 
Colonel W, I^ayfair 
Colonel L* H* williams 
Lietit.-Col. G. R, Henueafly 
Colonel IL B* MoReley , 

( ■olonel lil* JL Clay * 
lJout*-Onl. A, Copland * 
Calonel li, G* Bogois, C',b* 
Lient*-OoL H, W. Gordon 
Lieut.-Col. F* W. Collis 
ColoTml J, J. mirven , 
Colon^ B. T. Bfafford , 
Ccdonel A, A. Currie, O.Jh 
I/iout,-CoL Hh Colletr, <?,H, 
Colonel ,F. B, Norrsan^ an, 
Colonol J* W, lioggan, c.a. 
Colonel JM, Ci, Smith 
Lhnit.-Cgl. C* J, Hughea 
ColouelJ, Hudson, r*B.. 
Colonel J. *1. If. Gordon* c.u 
Colonel T, W, E, Bohmgon 

c,n. 

Lienl. -Col* F. Tweddell , 
Lieut*-Col* IL Fellowes, 
Lieut. Cob A* C. W* Crook 
shank * , * * 


Date. 


} 1878-80 
}l878-SQ 


1878-70 


1878-80 


} 1878-80 

1 
i 

}1879-80 
1870 
^1879-80 

^ 1879-81 
11878-80 


1880 

1879 

1880 

-1878-79 


j-1879-80 

1880 

1879-30 

3378-79 

}l87S)-81 

1878 

1878- 80 

1879- 81 

}l8V&-80 

}l8T3.79 
1378-80 
}1879-80 

] 1878-80 

1878-80 

1878-80 

1878-79 

1878-81 

3.878-80 

1878-80 

1870-80 

1870-80 

ll373-80 

i 
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APPENDIX XXXlX~ff<mfeiitt;ti 
/n&'ip io Corps, etc., seri’ing in Jfg/tanutan, 1878-79-80-81— 


Conw 


Infantry -i 
[t&jiidr I 


Guikha 

lugi. 

numts. 


Punjab 
Cavalry . 


Uagluieiit, Battfllion, or Buttery. 


39th Beijgal Infantry 

4l8t Bengal Infantry 
45t}i RattraySikba 


^ Ist Gurklia Light Infauiry . | 

2nd Gurkha RfljgimonL . , | 

3rd Gurkhas (Karrtaon Batta- / 
Zion).{ 

4th Gurkhas . 


i 


6t!i (Hazara)Gurkhaa(I' 




1st I^iujah Cavalry 


2nd Punjab Cavalry 

3rd Punjab Cavalry 
5th Punjab Cavalry 


■{ 


Giikh.'S Cavalry IC^oL F. H. f Lieut.-Cob G. Stevi art 
GuideH tnfantiy/Jenkins. O.B. \ Lieut.-Col. 11. E. I^P. CamP' 

bell ... . 


Onnitiiading Officer. 


Colonel G. W. Praser . 

Major F. Gel lie . 

Colonol H. B. Obbard . 
Lieut.-Cfd. F. M. Annstrong, 
o.u. / .... 

Colonel J. H. Rawlins . 
Colonel It. Bale-Hi I is, c.B. . 
CoioneJ D. Maointryre, v.a 
Lieut.-Col. A. Baltye^ c.ii 
Colonel A. Fatoi'son . 
Colonol H. IL Lystisr, v,c. 
Lieut.-Col, J. F. Turtoii 
Lieut.-CoL F. F. Roweroft, 
44th Bengal Native Inf by, 
Lieut.-OoL A. KitaHugn, 
G.J 3 , ..... 

Lieut.-OoL J. M. Sym 

Lieut-Col G. B. Macloaiu 

CB.. 

Cobuet T. G. Keim edy, 

0 . B., Cora Ugandan tj Punjab 
hVontier Force. 

Lieiit.-Col. F. Lauee , 

Lieut,'GoL A. Vivian . 

Lieut.-CoL B. William 
Lieut,-CoL Y. Hammond . 


Sikh 

Regi, 

laeuta 

(P.FF.) 


Punjab 

Itifantry 

(P.FF.) 


1st Sikh Infantry , 
2ud Sikh Infantry - 

3rd Sikh Infantry , 


Ut Punjab Infantry 
3nd Punjab Infatjhry 
4th Punjab Infantry 

5th Punjab Infantry 




Centml 

India 

Iloi’se. 

Native f 
Conti n- -j 
gents, I 


Madras i 
Oavalty^ j 


1st E Jgiinent (wing) 
2j‘id Regiraent (wing) 


Bhopal Battalion . 
Mhak’warra Battalion 
Deoli EatuHou 


tst Eogimeut Madras Cavalry 


Lieut-Coi, A, G. Row 
Lieut.-Col. H. C. P, Rice . 
Lieut.-Col. J. J. Boswell, 

C.B. 

Lieut.-Col. G. Noo3-Money, 

C'.B. . . . , . 

Lieut,-CoL F. J. Keen, c?.B, 
Lioutv-Col. H. Tyndall, O.b. 
CoL H. l\ Chm^ . . 

Liei:it.-CoJ, J. W, MeQueeu, 

OMi. . . . . , 

Lieut.-Col. H. M. Pratt 
Lieut.-Cob C, Martin, o. ft. . 


CfJonol H. Forijes . ♦ 

Lieut.-Go]. F, W. Boileau . 


Lieut,-CoI. E, M. Cheriy 


Date. 


} 187S-79 
^ iaso-81 

187S-S0 

} mimo 

) 1873-80 
) 1S78-30 

|l878&) 
1878-30 


1^1871 


1878-8& 

1878-8d 

1880 

j 1878-80 

) 1878-70 

1878-80 
1870 80 


1878-70 

1878^70 

1879 

1878^ 


1880 


1878-79 

1878-79 


1880-81 





















liide^ to 




Madras 

luf&utry. 


Ho in bay . 
Cavalry* 


BoTnbay 

Infantry, 


Conti n- 
gi'nts of 
Sikh 
Feud®' 
tory 
Stafci3fl. 


%L 
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APPENDIX XXXIX—ficmii'/MWfi 
Covpit, etc.^ serving' in AyghaiikHmi, 1H78'79“H()'81— 


Re^jlmeat, BaUahoa, or lialteij 


f 


1st Madras Infantry 

4tb MiidrHi!i Infantry 
IGfebi Madruji Infantry 
lilstMad™ Infantry 
BOtVj Madras Infantry 

2nd Bombay Cavalry 

3rd Bombay Light Cavalry 
Poona Ilnrso . 

2tid Begiinf^nt Sind Ilarae 
fil'd Ei'glment Sind IIoi’jjs 

1st Grnnailbrti 
4th Infantry KiHos, 

6th Light Infantry 
Sih Infantry * 

9th Infnxitry . 

lOtU Light Infiiutry 
lUh Infiintry * 

19th Infantry , 

23vxl Light Infantry 
2-ith Infantry , 

27th (Lst Tiidach) Infantry 
2Sth Infantry. 

29th (2Tjci BaliicU) Infantry 
30th (JaDob^s Riflns) Infnntiy 

, ( Infantry (battalion), 

I Infantry (wing), 

Wv 


Biibawfllpur 




mci 


Comuisnding Oflicer, 


Cavidr)' 

Fon), 

I f Maittry (battalion), 
dbrntl ^ Cjivahy (2 aquadronSi)'. 

i Infantry (battalion), 
hi abha -y Cavalry (£ squadrons}. 

rinfantry (wing). 
Kapurthalft < Cavalry (aqivad- 
t run), 

f Infantry t2 com- 
MalcrKotL^ < jxinieti}. 

(Oavidry{troop). 
flnfftntiy (2 com- 
Faridkot I paniioa)* 

( Cavalry (troop), 
Nahaii Infantry (2 oompaniea). 


Colonel h\ BftWiion 
Lieut.'Coh G. Tyrtflall , 
Liont.-Ool, G, 0. Hoddiug 
Cblmiel <>. Hearn . 

Major T. B. Middleton 
Colonel T. C* Georges , 

Lieut ►GoL A, W, Mac 
naughtfju . 
ilajoi A. Ih Currie 
Colonel C, IPU. La Toudio 
Major M, M. 

Gitptrdii C. A. de N, 

Cohmel J* H. F* Malcolm 
son, 

Golone] TL Anderson 
Uolonei W, lia-nnorinan, 
Colonel 1?’. Rooine . 

ColoiCl IL A. 0, Hunt. 
Oolom' a. Fellows* 

Major V. ISiroh 
Liout.-Coh L, H. Sibthorp^! 
Colonel H* H* dames * 
I^ient.-Ool. A* Durand * 
Colonel T. W, W, Fierce 
Lieut.F* S, Irofifc'll 
Oolonel W* Orengh 
Golonel 0* T, Heath cote 

Celonel .T, Marpur. 

Oebnel J, H- Hendoi'son 
Lieut.-Col* It, M, Chambmu 
Major Hewg * 

Colonel I\ Bell 
Colonel J. IL Nimmo . 
Lieut.-Coh W, H, INTewpoi fc 
Lieut.-GoL Q, Nicholetts 
Ookmcl 0. T, Tanuei, g.e, 
Colcnesl W. Q, Mainw®,rlng 
c.i.K* , , , . 


Date. 


I 18T9-BO 
lS79ftO 
I379-4i0 
18711 

1378.80 

1880 

1880 

imiSl 

|ltf7S.81 

XS73-80 

1873.80 

1880 

j -1880 
1880 
} 1880 

}18«0 

]-188(Wil 

13878-81 
1880-81 
) 1880-81 

11878:81 
) 1880-31 
11878-33. 
1878-80 




























APPENDIX XL 





AlphabeUeal io 7itmm of Officen wlm lost iJmr Uvi^s in ilw 
Secmtd Afghan Wa7\ 


Batik. 


Major 

LieatonfWit 

Lieviienaait 
Surg.-Major 

Liesoteniaifc 

Gapt&iit 

Und Lieut- 
Major 

Mugor 

Captain 

Major 

Lieuteuant 

^[ajor 

Surg.-Maj. 

Brig. 'Gen* 

Lieutp -OoL 

Lieutonant 

Cajxtttiri 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Major 


Captain 
Lkatenant 
Bi Lieut*" 
Coi. 

Lkvit.-Col. 


Jj iiinoiiml Copjii4 


A. D* Anden^ifm, Staff Corpn, 
23rtl iiengal Fioneore. 

P, IS. Andersion^ StjAfi CoriJii, 
25th Ftinjab Infantry. 

F. 0. C. Angi>lo, ;>l3t Punjab 
Inf sultry* 

G. Atkinson, n.iL^ Aimy Medv 
cal Department. 

F. 


45th Bengal Native Infantry. 

W, B. Barker, 10 th ILiaaarB 

H. J, 0. Pftm r>5tb loot . 
Wigwam Batty ey Oorpe of 
Gnidea. 

H. G, Berber, lltb Bengal 
Infantry. 

John Beeke. 2l8t Bombay In¬ 
fantry {Marine Battnlioji). 

H. H. Birch, 2-7th Punjab In- 
faiitry. 

W. H. Bkbop, 241tli Foot , 

G. F. lUaokwocjd, Koyal Hor®e 
ArtiUery. 

R. 11. liolton, Army Medical 
Department. 

H. F. Brooko, Command tag 2nd 
Infantry Brigade. 

F* Browixlow, c.B.» 72nd IJigh- 
landers. 

A. Burl ton'Bonnot, 10th Bengal 
Lftiicera. 

S. G, Butaon, fith Lancers 

J. 1\ M. Campbell, Bomljay 
Infantry (2nd Biduob), 

C. A. Oarthew, IGth Bon gal Cav¬ 
alry, Dew ity A i**^^^*^*^^ Qunrler- 

in aeter-GenernJ. 

8i^ P, Ito'ak N. Cavagnari, 

K.O.B. 

D. T. Ckisholiii, 59th Foot 

R, T. Ohuto, 6ah Foot . * 

W. H. J. Clarke, 73nd High¬ 
landers. 

R, 3* d^^kad, ^th Lancers 


of cleat U and iikco. 


iCilhxl in nctioii at Fai^var 
KoUk 

Phthimn Erom exposui'e on 
tbfi tnarch to Kolat-b 
Gbilsai, at KAndahat* 

K-illed ill action at the de¬ 
fence of Fort Battye. 

Pluuro-pueuiiionia during 
niarcli of Ghn^ui Field 
h'm ee, at HafaKai. 

Effects of gun-shot wound 
during Mtack of Shin- 
v.'aria on ITfcVi Miwroh, W9, 
at Laiidi Kotal. 

Effeeta of sunatroko, at 
Daklia (Jhehmi). 

KJRed inoctioEiat Maiwand 

Killed in action at Fateba- 
bad. 

Invalided f rcun All Kbel (in 
Exigiand). 

Cbolerji, at Jhelnni 

Killed in action at the aseanlt 
of Ali Mnajid. 

Dveentery, at Kandahar 

Killed in action at Mai wand 

Rupture of abscfcaa in liver, 
at Kandahar. 

iGBed in neilion at the re¬ 
treat from sortie at Deli 
Khoja, at Kandahar. 

Killed in aotion at Gandigan, 
near KandahaT. 

Invalided from Afghanistan 
(in England)* 

Killed in aetinn atSinb 8nug, 
near Kabul. 

Cholera, at Chauiau . 

Fever, at Land! Kotai 


Killetl in ofitioii at the 
innssaero at the Residmioy 
at Kalml. 

Typhoid fever, at Kanrlabar 

Killod in acUon at Maiwivnc! 

Fnmnnonia, and invalid Jed 
from Kabul (at ABahahad}. 

Mortally wouiided in action 
at Knla ICftKi (at Miirree). 


Date. 

S-12-78 
G-S-79 

25-3-80 

31-3-79 

1L1L79 

27-7-80 

2- L79 

2t;-10^8O 

27-10-79 

2ML7B 

23-11-80 

27-7-80 

27-2-SO 

lG-3-80 

l'9-80 

23-10-79 

13-12'79 

19-8.79 

12-10-60 

3- 949 


304-79 

27 - 7-80 

7-4-80 

15-6-80 


I 



















index 


Lirjuteiiftiit 

Lit3<it.-0oL 

Maji>r 

Li<3ut*>CoI. 

Cttptam 

Captain 

liicutenaiit 

Iiieuti-Cpi. 
Ijttsii tenant 
Lieutenant 

CapUiu 

Lieut,-CoL 

Lieutenant 

Lieiiteiiapt 

Ijieutonant 

Captain 

Lieu ti+ij ant 

Lieut- - Ool. 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 

Major 

Ohapiftift - 

Surgeon 

Liouttjmmt 

Captain 

Captain 

SulvLieut- 


§L 
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APl'ENDJX 

to mmes of Officers who hst thcAr lives m the ttecond 
Afghan War — ■amkl. 


Name and Ooi’iW- 


Dntioan Cole, 3ljth Eombay In¬ 
fantry iJacob's Hifleii)- 
J. J* (jolUiiia, 2-iSOth Kiflea- 

John Cook, v.Ohj 5th Ouvkhas 
(Hazara Battalion). 

C . B, Oriapixi, HU Bombay Biflefi 

E, W. H. Orofton, 4-tlOfch Hiflefi 
(J, M. Orulckaltank, Boyal Kii- 
giueei’s. 

Ft Cullen^ fiOfch Foot 

It K* Ji. Daeres, Boyi^l ArtiL 
lery. 

A. Gi Daubeny, 2-7tli Fueiliors 
G. O. Dftwea, let Bengal Cavalry 
A- Tk Dobson, Eoya.1 Liigineevs 

J. Dundap, VtO,, Boyal En- 
eineor». 

IL Fellowt^t 32nd Fuxijitb 
Pioneers. 

T. Ot FitzGerald, 27tk Punjab 
Infantry. 

Stt J. Wt Forbes, f) 2 nd Hit^h- 
lauderst 

Ot E. B. Forboa, 14tb B.I^- 

St. Jt Tt “Froino, T2nd Iligii- 
landora, 

0 . H. Gaisford, Tihid Htgli- 
lander$t 

James Galbrnitb, 66th Foot 
J. 11. Gamble, IdTtl) Foot 

E. S. GftiTatfc, 66th Foot , 

F, T. Goad, &th llyderalxul 
Conti iifT^nt. 


j. Godson, 4th MiMirius Infantry 

Bev- O. M. Gordon, Chiuoh 
Missionary Sot;iety* 

H. A,0, Gray, Bengal 

Medieal Bepartinnnt, 

W. B. P. Hamilton, Corps 

of Guides- 

Fid ward Hardy, Boyal Horse 
Artilleiy- 

0. J. Hare, 22nd Punjab In¬ 
fantry. 

F, H, Harford, lOth Huss^tm . 


G«i 8 * of d«Vth and pJiiCfl- 


Kill0(1 ill action by a round 

2 T' 7 .fiO 

Ethot at Maiwund, 
Dysentery^ at Nari Bank^ 
Sibi- 

■^Vo^IJlds received in action 

8 - 10-80 

19 - 13-70 

on ISfch Decomber, at Kabul 
invalided borne (iii the Htd 

2 *l- 10-80 

Cholera, at Liindi Kotal - 

18 - 10-79 

Killed in aotion at the sortie 

lfl- 8-80 

of Deh Khojftjat lifmdahar. 
Kiikd in action at Mai- 

27 - 7-80 

wand- 

Typhoid fever, at Landi 

13 . 5-79 

Kotal. 

Bmalbpax, at Kandahar 

3 J- 11 - 8 I) 

T J'-ru 


Malarious foyer, at Safed 
Bang. 

IGlkd by premature explo- 
ftion of mine near Bherpuv. 
Dysentery during mar eh of 
the ThabOhotiali Field 
Foioe at Kala Chapri- 
KilUd in action at the 
assault of Ali Mattjid. 

Killed in aotion whilst 
storm rag tboTakht-i-Sbab, 
near Sherpur. 

Killed in action st. Kala 
Kazi, near Kabul. 

Killed in stotion near KaU' 
dahar. 

Killed in iw-'tion at the Aamai 
brnghts, near Bhorpnr. 
Kilietl lu aofcioiiat Manvsnd 
Dysentery, at Laurli Kotfil 
Kiiltsd in action at Matwaud 
Mortally woimded on 13bh 
lieiXimber at tho jMiUigior I 
Pass, Kurram V^i-lloy, at, 
Kmuam Fort. 

BubHetnient to oyaouatioTi of 
tlio Khybor l-iino, at Ban¬ 
galore, 

Killed in action at the aoidie 
of Deh Khoja, at Kandahar. 

Chokra, ai l^^liavr a , 
Killed in action at the de- 
fontui of the Befiidoney at 
Kabul. 

Killed in action at Kahx 
Kaai, near ICabuL 

Piieumonifl, at Saf^^d Bang . 
Drowned in Kabul River, at 
Jalahtbad. 


20-7-80 

2:ii2-70 

y-4-70 

21dL78 

13- 12-70 

11-12-79 

l-O-^O 

U12-7!) 

27-7-80 

14-7-70 

27-7-80 

14- 12-78 

25-12^80 

16-8-80 


4*7-70 

3-0*79 


1 M 2 -T 9 


3-1-80 

31-3*70 
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APPENDIX 'Kl^-coiitinued 
liuUx to namas of O^oarg who lost their Uveg in the Second 
Jfghitn JVar — amid. 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Political 

Offitier 

Lieutenant 

Surgeon ' 

Burgvoii 

Burg.-Major 

Captii u 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

LienkjDvnt 

Lieuteuant 

Ineli tenant 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Lieut, -CoL 

Lieut. -CoL 

Lieutenant 

Colonel 

Major 
laen tenant 

Lieutenant 


Knnjo find Carjia, 


----- 

C, J. R, Heariaeyi 9th Lanr:era > 

P, 0. Heath, Biigode-ilajor, let 
Brigade, Kaudanai Field Fofot^ 

T. Eice-Htuin^ Hoyui Engineern 

VV. F. llennell, ist Punjab 
Cavalry, 

0, W** Hinde, lat Bombay Grenn- 
cliera, 

A* Honey wood, &(}th Foot 

W. Jeukyns, m.a., o.i.e., Civil 
Service. 

JnHtiOQ, [ 

Infaiitrji^ (daoob's 

A. C, Keitri, M.n, , Army Medi- 
oal Iki part men t. 

A. H. .Kelly, Reniyal Arodical 
Dopa'txnent. 

IT, TveJsalb Army Medical Do^ 
part merit, 

J, A. KoIho, Boyal Artiliery 


Oau^c of dswtb luid i>ltiee. 


KilM in action at KaJa 

il.12-79 

-Kazi, ueitr Kabul 

Killed iu action at Mai wand 

2T-7-80 

Killed inaction at Alai wand 

27-7-80 

Cholera, at Kandahar. 

21-7-70 

Killed in action at Mai wand 

2r-7-80 


F, Gr Kinloolt, 

Caviviiy, 


6fch Bengal 


S, E, I/, Leiidi'uin, Rriyal AitiL 

iery. 

E. .D. Los, I'Srijth ^^^G^:)t 
G. H. LuDiadon. dth Bfiiical 
Cavfdry. 

Hector Maclaine, Royal Horao 
Artillerj^ 

W, JL ATcMath, 6 Gth Foot 
E. 8. Marsh, 2-Ttli h’ueiliora 


C, A. Mont&naro, Royal Ai-til- 
Icry. 

C, S, Moriaonj l 4 tli Bengal 
Lanrers. 

A- R. Murray* 13th Bengal 
Lanci^fia. 

W, H. Newport, t^Sth Bombay 
Infantry. 

G. NicholettB, S9th Bombay 
Infantry [2^^^ Bahieh). 

0. Nugent, Boynl ICngineem 

L O’Biyeii, 22nd Punjab 
Native Infantry 

O. V. Oliver, fifith Foot 
H. Olivey, U6th Foot . 

E, G, Oabovue, Royal Horae 
Artillery. 


Killed inaction at Maiwand 
Killetl in action at the do- 
fonoeof the Renidciicy at 
Kabul 

Killed ui action at MaiwiHid 

PDoumonia, at Sherpur 

Ivillod in acstion at the defence 
of the lii-jaidency at Kabul 
Pleurisy, at Dakka 

Killed in action at Faiwar 
Kotal 

Killed by an ambush of 
O rak 7MS in K urram Val Icy, 
near T'haL 

Typhoid fever, at Kobkamn 

Enter i<: fever, at Pcawnn . 
A!y>a^iiiated hy Man gals in 
Civtup, at Kurmm. 
Murdered when prisoner in 
Ayub^s camp at MaiU'a, 
near Kandahar. 

Killed in action at Mni- 
wand. 

Killed ill action at tlic aortic 
of Deh Khoirt, near Kan¬ 
dahar. 

TCilled in action at Sherpur, 

Invalided honio (in England) 

Cholera, at Tret, Punjab . 

KiUrti ill action atthoPoHie 
ot Deh Khoja, at Kandahar 
Oholera, at Kohkaran. 

Premature explosion of a 
mine near Sherpur, 

Effects of exposure at Bafed 
Sang. 

SmalLpoXj at Kandivisar 
Killed in action nt MaL 
wand. 

Killed in action at Alai- 
wand- 


27-LSO 

M79 


2L7-S0 

IMSO 

3-9-79 

Cdh79 

2-12-78 

29- 9-79 

30- 4-7S) 

19-2-80 

1-9-30 

27-7-80 

10-12-79 

1S80 

13-7-79 

10-8-80 

18-7-79 

23-12-79 

21-l-SO 

lO-lO-SO 

27T-80 

27^7-80 


40 
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APPENI^IX XIj —contimted 

Index io names cyf Officers who hst ilmr lives in the Second 
Afghan Wa-r-^-contd, 


§L 


rijuik. 


lAeutcnstTit 

liieTitenunt 

LitJU tenant 

Oaptain 
Dnpy. iiuvii. 
Gen. 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Major 

Captai/i 

Litiutunant 

Oaptain 

Lieutenant 

Major 

Lieutenant 

Lkutenai^t 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Oaplain 

Oaptsiin 

Captain 

Lieut,-Col. 

Captain 

Oaptain 

Major 

Surerooii 

Captain 


Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Lieut,-Ool, 

Captain 


Kame ami Corye. 


Loi'cl Oijauieton, 4th Battalion 
Rifle Brigade, 

W, O. Oweiij 3rd Bombay 
Cavalry, 

pj. IWmert Bengal Con^jiu ifliiftriat 
l)epf»rtruent. 

I'l Porry* 40 th Foot , 

J. IL Porter, Army Medical 
Dejmrtmeut. 

Browillow PouUtm, Royal En- 
tfiiieers, 

c: F, Powell, Gurkhaii 


L. A. Powy«, 59tli Foot , 

J . J, riTjaton, 4th Battalion Rifle 
Bricfade- 

M. Pj. Hayner, 60 th Foot , 

it J3. PeeB, 1-I2th Foot . 

'P, J. 01>, Benny, 4tii Punjali 
Infantry. 

\y. Jieyimldi=j, 3rd Sind ilorao . 

W. P. Kicardo, Uth Lanoers , 

J. T. Bit'c, Royal Engineera 

S, W. T. Roberts, 27tfl Punjab 
Infantry, 

IV, lloix'VtB, 66th P'oot 

H. H. Roiia, Royal Artillery 

A, P, Sanmnik, ^iind Punjab 
Piotieere. 

E, W. Samuelk, Bengal Statf 
■ Corp-«^, 

T. AB. Sargent, 7Sth High- 
lamiera, 

E, JX SImfto, Boyal Artillery . 

A, M, Sliewolli Deputy Comm in- 
BaryGoueiAl, 

IT, F, BboweriJ, lest I'unjab In¬ 
fantry. 

Jd. F. Smith, 3flth Bombay 
fantiy (Jacob's Rifles). 

L, Smnh, 3rd Gurkliiia 

W. B. Bmyth, a.b,, m.b,, o.h.l' 

N. J, Spens, T2ud Highlatidera 


IT. H. B. Spoor, l-25tli Foot 
F. O. Stayimr, Iflth Bombay In¬ 
fant^. 

,U. Cr.i^ Stevenson, Poona Hovee 
F. Straton, 2-2£nd F<Xjt 


CaUKO of dca-t b raid place. 


Killed in action at Mai- 
wand. 

MorhdlJ woimde<l in IliHarak 
ExpetUtioji, at Pesswan. 
Cholera, at Quetta 
Pneiunonla, at Shfci*pur 

Entericf fever, at Peahawav 

Mortally wouiidfxl in action 
in ^pri defile on 13th Do- 
coirdier, at Kurram Fort. 
Cholei-A, at K andah ar, 
Fever, at Safed Saug . 

Killed in auti on at Mai wand 
Cholem, nt Laudi 
Mortally wounded in attack 
on iiawa, at Chinarak. 
Killed in action at Kirahk-i- 
Nakhud, 

Killed in aution at Kala 
Kaju neat Kabul, 

Typhoid fever, at Kohat ♦ 
Onoh-ra, at Landi Kotal 

Killed inaction at Mai wand 
Bysenfceiy, in Peahin . , 

Invalided, at liawalpindi 

Typhoid fever, at Peshawar 

Typhoid fever, at Kandabai' 

Killed by ekploai on of nmga- 
siine at Bala Hiaear, 
Mortally wounded in Deh 
Khoja sortie, at Kandahar. 
Murdered by Kakar Pa- 
tb-ann at Chapri, near 
Quetta. 

Killed in action afcMaiwand 

Pyaontory, at Kalat-i-Ghilzai 
Killed by Wataiiai robbers 
at Oliapri. 

Killed in atsL'On whilst, stom- 
iug the Aumai heij^htB, 
near Kabul 

Knterio fever, at Pestwan . 
Kil Min action at the sortie 
of Deh Khoja, at Kandahaf. 
PIouTO-pneumouia at Quetta 
Killed ill action at Maara, 
near Kandahar, 


Date. 

2T-7-80 

t4-4-ao 

19- 6-79 

9-J 80 

23-6-70 

18-12-78 

6-8-70 

t-5-70 

27-7-8U 

10 - 6-79 

l5-m& 

20- 2-70 

1M2-70 

23 - 12*79 

16-6-79 

27-7-80 

121-79 

0-7-80 

20-12-78 

21- 1-81 
10-10-79 

14-S-80 

27-780 

2J-1-70 

25 - 6-70 

14^12-70 


1 - 6-80 

16-8*80 

24-4-80 

1-9-80 
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Index to nnvm of OJjher.'i «>Ao lost their lives in the Second 
Afghan War—contd, 


Runk. 

Captsiin 

Lieutenant 

BHg.-GeiL 

Major 

LioiiteinvTj) t 
Sur(f. Major 

Surgiion 

Luuitennii t 
Surgeon 

Major 

OaiJtaln 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Iiieu tenant 

Lieu tenant 

Lieutejiant 

8urg,-Major 

Lieutenant 


£farjuo ariirt Caq^, 


S* A- Swinlej^ Ilth BeniraJ 
Liiupci-g. ® 

L, ^ Thnrlovr, Gist Foot . 

It J\ lAi PoerTretieii, IJJth Bom- 
boy Infantry, 

A. Tytlep, c,b„ Com¬ 
manding ^aimirshc Ilxpedi- 
uon. ^ 

Th 33. VandoleuTi 7th Fusiliom, 

V?- Brd BufFn , 

L VVallftce, M.A., M.f)., 

r ^ 33eiigal 

Medical DeiJfirtmont. 

H. Watson, l-irth Foot 
a. Wataon, m. u., JJengiJ Medical 
Uemrtmeut, 

lath Bom hay 

A. A. *^u!ghal1, Andy Pay 
Department, S-lltli Foot. 

T ’'^'hitby, 30th Bombay 
(.Biooh'a KiHoit). 
lat Boi;abuy Grou 


Cauriic> of death and Eatft. 


U, Winter bo tham. Mudrtia 

Bmjjsei’is. 

1^- a Wiaemaii, i47th Fo,>t , 

. P, ^Vood, 7th Fusiliers * 

I, B. XVrighfc, Royal ArliUeiy . 

M.aas., Anny 
Medical Dejiartmeiit. 

M. Yaldwyn, 2-Gth Foot 


Typhoid fever, at Safcd 
Sang, 

Shot V ambush of Afghans 
near Jagdalak, 

Rilled in action at the tsortie 
of Bch Khoja, near Kau- 
aanar, 

Pnonmoiiia, at Thai 

MoxtaiJy wounded on iGth 
At the sortie of Deh Khoja, 
at Kandahar, 
h'ever, at Bagh 
, Cholera, at I^^ndi Kotal 

rCholera, at Kandahar , 

Malarious ftivcr, at Murrou , 
Pluteric fevor* at Paiwar 
Kotai 

Kili&;I. in auf]<m at the de- 
L noe of poat at Dabrai, 
Jitfecta of exjKMiure and 
fatigue^ at Kitndahar, 

Killed iu action at Mai wand 

Dysentery, at Kandahar 

Agsassinat^jd at Kandahar 
Pneumonia, at Peshawar 

KiUed in aetioji at t'ateha- 

I Killed in action at the sortie 
Kandahar. 
Killed in ai^tion near Jag* 
dalak. 

Heat apoplexy, at Attock . i 
Cholera, at Peshawar . 


154-7y 
14*249 


%L 


2-1-5-79 

22-3-80 

l«*8-g0 

14-2-SO 

26-S-ao 


144-70 

16-7-79 

24*7-70 

4-7-7W 

25-7-m 


Subahiurna 
Captajria , 

Field i.lffiners . 
Brigad h enerala 

Medical Othttcra 
Chaplin . 

Political Officer ! 


AhHntci. 


57 

35 

27 

2 

12 

I 

1 

I 35 


Total 







































INDEX 


Abbasabad, ^^29, 576 

Abbott^ Capuin G. M,, 364 

AbdiU Salani; 471 

Abdttlla Khan, 475 

Abdu^ Rahman^ 134, Z52, 277-279, 

387-3% 3^. 413-416, 418. 502, 

503, S45, 549, 614 
Abu Saud, 470 
Achakj^ais, the, 537, 605 
Acton, Colonel Eaib, 323, 326, 435^ 

436 , 454-456 

Adams, Major F, J. S., 567 
Afghanistan, British forces in, 6 y$ ; 
military resources of, 634 j war 
expcnsesj 709, 712, 714^ 717 
Afridis, the, 36, 49^ 59, 457, 460 
Aliabad Kotal^ 373 
Ali Boghan, 451 

AH KheJ, 117, 134-1365 196, 207* 
464, 46s 

All Masjid, 2, 85 18, 20, 30, 35, 452, 
460,623; Column, 47; cholera 
at, 82 

Alingar River, 52 
Alisherzai Orakzais, the, 141 
Alizal Duranis, the, 357, 472 
Altimur Pass, 364 

Anderson, Major A. P., no, 114, 616 

— Captain J. W., 525 

— Lieu ten ant-Colonel, J15 
Apperley, Captain, 961 Lancers, 222 
Appleyard, Liigadier-Gcneral, 30,37, 

46, 68 

Arbuthnot, General, 279, 304, 105 , 
3 ^ 7 ^ 315. 3 ^h 3265 423, 432, 435, 
436, 449, 450 

Arghandab River, 229, 230, 496 


Arnott, Surgeon-Major J., 546 
Ashford, Private (7th Fusiliers), 544 
Ashikan, 486, 524, 525 
Asmai heights, 266, 267, 272, 280, 
376, 379 . 396 

Asmatulla Khan, 307, 314, 315, 317, 
327, 43 8, 41 - 9 , 453 

Atkinson, Lieutenant R, F. {67th), 
242 

Attock, 422 

Aurangiani stream, 436 
Ayub Khan, 415, 435, 478^481,487, 
494, 498, 502, 503, 536, 544, 614, 
6r8} his force at Mai wand, 696, 
697; at Baba Wall Kota!, 545, 

570 - 574 . 576, 577 > 579 d Beni 
Hissar, 263 


Badcock, Captain A* R., 119, 374, 
5 S 4 

Bahram Khan’s Fort, 64 
Bajauris, the, 50, 52 
Baker, Brigadier-General T. ]>., 198, 
203, 204, 21 r, 224, 227-229, 
244, 245, 258-262, 264-267, 2715 
2;?,, 278,279,290,406,407,575, 
576,604,60s 

Khan, 77, 78 

Bala Higsar, 225, 238, 243, 266, 375- 

37'^. 378, 379> 395, +19, 655 
Balesh Khel, 135 
Baluchistan, 143 
Bara Imam, 466 
— Valley, 48, 452 
Barclay, Lieutenant F, M., 57 
Barechis, the, 175 


7^5 
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INDEX 


Earitao, 5^5 

Barnes, Colonel {loth Bengal 

Lancers), 725 73, 75 
Barr^ Lien tenant IL j. 0 ., 519 
Barrow, Captain Seymour, 410 
Barry-Drew, Colonel F., 108, 115, 
121, 125 

Barter, General, 347, 34S, 350, 357, 

34 

Barton, Colonel Bengal 

Lancers), 167 

Basawal Column, 47, 48, 478 
Baitye, Captain F. D., 45, 268, 399 
Bazar Vgtlley, 39; Expedition, 49 
Eesucl, 439-441 

Buldulph, Maior-Gencral M* A, S,, 
143-147, 149^1537 t66, 170, 171, 

174 

Biland Kliei, 462 

Bimani, 275, > 77 ^ 278, 283, 373, 

377 ? 379 ^ 39 ^ 5 ? 4 C ^7 
Birch, Major ih H., 29, 30 
Birsett, R.i',, Captain W., 146, 166 
Blair, Major, 86 
Blenkinsop, Major IL B., 434 
Blukeky, Major 1 \ J. W,, 124 
Boisragon, Colonel T, W, R., 425, 
426, 428, 429 
Bolan Pass, 335 
Bombay Division, 467, 573 
Boyes, Major W. J*, 424 
Bright, Major-General R, O., 194, 
279. 3 O 3 '- 30 S> 308, 3 I 3 - 3 i 6 > 31 **. 
322, 367, 369, 370, 37S, +18, 423. 
424, 430, 432, 441, 4S7, 686, 688 
Briscoe, Major, 346 
British Mission, 77 
Brooke, Brigadier-General H, F., 
9, 41, 42, 347, 525? 528-530, 575, 
576 ^ 

Broome, Captain, 363 
Browne, a.c,, lAeutenant-Colonel J., 
153,167 

— Brigadier-General W, Bh, 57 

— Captain J. H., 33^-334 

—^ General hir Sam, 18, 26, 57 ' 49 ? 

5 ^? 59 * ^9 


Brownlow, Colonel F., 26S, 272 
Burn-Murdoch, Lieutenant J., 287 
EutkJuk, 276, 283 
Butson, Captain S. G., 266 

Cameron, Lance-Sergeant {921KI 
Highlanders), 576 
Cam.pbell, Sir John, 361 

— Captain J. R,, 346 

— Major R. B, (Guides), 65, 272 
Carleton, Captain E. E., 456 
Carr, Captain F, S., 97, 102, 123 
Cavagnari, Major, 15, 35, 36, 38, 

44 . SS, 77-80 

— Sir Louis, i8i--i92, 213, 232, 
244 

Central Asia, campaign in, ^ 

Central India Horse, 443, 445 
Chahar Aimaks, 475 
Chaharasia, 213-215, 217, 247, 398, 
406 

Chaman, 585, 593, 596, 604, 621 
Chamber] a ill, Sir Neville, i, 2 j his 
Kabul Mission repulsed, 7 

— Lieutenant V, Fiu G., 653 
Chapman, RiA., Colonel, 570, 576 
Cbardeh, 257, 564 

Chenab Ferry, 7 
Chesney, Ideutenant 220 
Chichester, Colonel Rh B., 29 
Chinar, 47 
Choragah Pass, 327 
Christie, Mr., Assistant Political 
Officer, 133, 293 
Chura Fort, 38 
Chute, Lieutenant R. T., 519 
Clarke, Colonel W. H. J., 268 
Clay, Colcuiel, ^55 
ClcLnd, Colonel, 256 
Cobbe, Brigadier-General A. H., 
99 ? ' 

Cole, Lieutenant D., ^^07, 512 
Collett, Colonel H., 99, 102-104, 
137? 575 

Coliis, Major F. W.j 127 
Cunolly, Major E. R., 59, 73, 464 

— Captain A., 194 




INDEX 


m 


O.iok, Captain lo6 

— Captain J* (5th Gurkhas), 198, 
219, 251, 258, 263, 281 

— Lkutcnint W, (3rd Sikhs), 258 

— Major {4StJi Sikhs), 30 
Cotton, Captain Is, 221 

Cox, Sergeant (72nd Highhaders), 
262 

Cracroft, Major B., 424 
Craster, r.a,. Major, 268 
Creagh, Captain O'Moore, 73, 75, 
76 

Cmvckahank, Captain G, M., 343, 

544^ 545 

Cumming, Major Gordon, 429 
Cnnyngham, Lieutenan t -Colonel, 
54 ^ 

Currie, Major, 495 

— Colonel (23rd Pioneers), 104 

— ColoneJ A, A.j 197,198 


Dabrai, 469 

DakU, 10, 17, 35-37, 371:, 422 
Daly, Lieutenant G. K. (Guides 
Cavalry), 399 
Darnnta, 439, 449 

Daubeny, Brigadier-General, 540^ 
54^ S7h 573. 600, 602 
Daunt, Colonel W,, 317 
Dawson, Colonel F., 443 
— Captain iiz 

Dick Cnnynghatn, Lieutenant W. 
LL, 264 

Dixoti, Captain H* G,, 453 
Doiiville, Captain B* F., 

Doran, General 142, 143, 302, 
425, 428, 433, 435, 440, 443, 44S, 
449^ 45 J 

Deh Afghan, 375 

Deh Ma^ang,^ 258, 260, 261, 262, 

377 

Dost Muhammad, Amir, i, 352 
Dowden, Major T. 592 
Duke, SurgeoTi ayo 
Duncanj Dx. D. A., 223, 

Dundas, r,e., Captain 287 


Diiranis, the, 175, 357 

Dutton, Captain Hon, C*, 397, 424 

Dyce, R,A., Major J. B ? 75 

Eastern Afghanistan Field Force, 

66 s 

Fdwardes, Sir Herbert, i 
ElEott, Captain G. H., 424 
Ergatca, 563 
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With 61 Illmtratiom and a Map, 4 vok medium Svo, 13s, net each 
Edited under the suprvisim iki Royni Asktk Society, 


^^HIS work, although written two hundred years ago, has hitherto 
^ been only known to the reading public in the incorrect and 
incomplete French version of F. Catrou, S.J. Even in that imperfect 
shape its importance lias been long acknowledged, while nearly half 
of the matter now presented, although e<|iiaUy valuable, has never 
before been published. The book covers a great deal of ground* It 
is of esetreme interest for the history of the Mogul Empire, especially 
for Aorangzeb^s reign \ it deals also with the system of government, 
the manners amt customs, and,the products of the country; it 
includes an elaborate treatise on the Hindu religion as then practised ; 
and much of interest to folklorists is told about sorcery and witch¬ 
craft* Incidentally, we have a graphic picture of a European 
adventurer's life and wanderings during fifty years ; while we learn 
a great deal about the decadent Portuguese rule, the rise of the 
Mahrattahs, and the early struggles of the French, Dutch, and English 
commercial settlements* New light is thrown on Rom^ui Catholic 
missions in India, the much debated Jesuit concessions to idolatry, 
and cognate subjects* The illustrations, more than sixty in number, 
are nearly all taken from contemporary paintings made for the 
author, and now deposited in public libraries at Paris and Venice* 

The says:—If the succeeding issues in the * Indian Texts Series' 

maintain the high letet 6 t interest of these initial volumes, the student of 
Oriental Htei^iturc will be under no little obligation to Professor Rhys 
Davids*"' 

The DaUy Nezvs say a:—“ A work which, for Its picturesque touches and 
habit of happy anecdote, will attract the attention of student and general 
reader alike* Much of its charm is doubtless due to the excellent translation 
of Mr* Irvine* Fall of amusing stories.” 

* 47 , 


CAVALRY IN FUTURE 'WARS. By His Excel- 

lency Lt,-General Frederick von Bernhardi, Commander 
of the 7 th Division of the German A.rmy, Translated by Charles 
Sydney Goldnian> Editor of “ The Empire and the Century,^* 
With an Introduction by General Sir John French^ 
K,C.M,G*, G-C.VpO» Demy 8vo. los* 6d. net 

** Here at lastj in ihe English language, tvc have a really important work on the 
Gentian cavalry at first IuukL ”^— Broad Arrsw. 

^ ‘ General Von Bernhardi most certainly knows what he is talking about, and is 
equally at home when discussing matters of the highest import or others of cotti- 
paratively trifling details j he displays a sound knowledge and judgment (ionceming 
all tilings of oigaukation, strategy^ tactics^ and training- and moreover, he 
thoroughly understands hoises, so that he enabled to ofTtr very valuable service 
on every subject connected with them, from liaining of the remount to the economical 
use of iiorseflesh in GaseU^. 

THE GERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT OF 

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA* Prepared in the Historical 
Section of the Great General Staff, Berlin* Translated by 
Colonel W. H* H. Waters, R.A., C.V* 0 *, and Colonel 
Hubert Du Cane, R.A*, M*V- 0 . .2 Vols. With Maps and 
Plans* Demy Svo. 15s- net each. 

*‘The most valuable work in which, since its close, the wiir has been discusfied. 
It stands alone, because it is the only work iri which the war has been surveyed by 
trained and competent students of war, the only one of which the judgments are 
based on a familiarity with the modern theory of war. The beat book that has yet 
appeared on the South African War*''-- Tht Morniftg FosL 

FROM LIBAU TO TSU-SHIMA. a Narrative of the 

Voyage of Admiral Rojdestvensky^s Squadron to the East, including 
a detailed Account of the Dogger Bank Incident. By the late 
Eugene Politovsky , Chief Engineer of the Squadron. Trans¬ 
lated by Major F* R. Godfrey, R*MX« 1 . Crown Svo* 63* 

painful book, but a deeply interesting and a really valuable one, whkh will 
have a place of permanent value among Ihc documcDts of the Russojapanese war.” 

— Tohp'aph. 

BEFORE PORT ARTHUR IN A DESTROYER. 

The Personal Diary of a Japanese Naval Officer, Translated 
from the Spanish Edition by Captain R. Grant, D.S.O,, 
Ride Brigade* With Maps and Illustrations. Cheap Edition. 
Square Svo. 3s* 6d, net 

It is j>re-eiomently a book to be read for enjoyment as well as instruction ; 
but it will fall short of its mors immediate value if measures are lut devised for 
bringing it before the allention of those responsible for the education of * youngsters ^ 
in training for a sea life.”— P<dl Mall Gautlo. 

THE BATTLE OF TSU-SHIMA, Between the 
Japanese and Russian Fleets, fot^ht on the 27th May, r9o5. By 
Captain Vladimir Seinenoff (one of the suiATvorsV Trans¬ 
lated by Captain A. B* Lindsay- With a preface by 
Sir George Sydenham Clarke. Crown 8vo. 3s. fed* net. 

It is one of the most thrilling and touching records of naval warfare that we 
hav'c ever read,”— 'The Wtd minster 
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• Tts Past Achievements) Recent Develop* 
merits, Future Progress. By Colonel Sir George S. Clarke, 
R.E., K.C.M.G., P.R.S. New Edition Enlarged. With 
numerous Illustrations, Medium 8vo. jSs. net. 

ARTILLERY AND EXPLOSIVES. Essays and 

Lectures written and delivered at various times. By Sir Andrew 
Noble, K.ChiB,, P.E.S. With numerous diagrams 

and Illustrations. Medium Svo. 21s, net. 

No one can speak on the subject of modern artillery and explo.'sivcs with greater 
authority than Sir Andrew NoblSi'^— 

THE ARMY IN 1^06* a Policy and a Vindication. By 
the Et, Hon. H, O. Arnold-Forster, M.P. Demy Svo. 
15 s, net, 

A mold-For sterns remarkable work will be read with the deepest attention and 
respect by all who have tlie interest of the Army at heart | and though many may 
differ from him, now as fonneriy, in reference to matters of detail, few will be found 
to deny that the principles he enunciates are in themselves absolutely sound. . , , 
However much any may disagree with Mr. Amold-ForsEer% proposals, few will deny 
that he has given very slrtjng reasons in support of them all.”— H^islmmsfar 

IMPERIAL OUTPOSTS. Froiu a strategical aud Com- 
luercial Aspect With Special Reference to the Japanese Alliance. 
By Colonel A. M, Murray* With a Preface by Field - 
Marshal The Earl Roberts, V.C., K.G. With Maps and 
Illustmtions. Demy Svo. 12s, net. 

We shoiiJcl like to see every officer in the British Army with the wide vision ajid 
mterest in the strutegicul and commeteinl organisation of the Empire which Cobucl 
Murray displays.”— 

Colonel Murray deals with subjects of the highest Interest* If w^e note those 
opinions from which we differ, it must be ivith the preliminary reiuarks that there 
is still more in the book with which w'c thoroughly agree, and that the whole of It is 
suggestive and worthy of the most careful consideration. 

THE ART OF RECONNAISSANCE. By Colonel 

David Henderson, D,S*0, With Diagrams. Small crown 
8VO. 5s r net. 

pRXNCipLBS AND Frotbction and Securitv—Contact—Inpb- 

pendbnt Recon nai5sange—*Thk Scout— The Patrol—Rkconna rSiiANca or 
Ground—Transmtssion of Information, 

This work is a guide lo the study of reconnaissance iu the field under modem 
conditions of" war, and deals with the practical details us well as with the thcuretical 
principles of the subject. It hna been printed in clear type on special paper and so 
bound that it can be conveniently carried in the pocket by niilitary students. 
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IMPERIAL STRATEGY. 

spondent of The Times.*' 
net 


By the Military Corre- 
With Maps. Medium 8 vo. 


21S. 


The txiok is n most valuable and timely md to the cau^e of national security, and 
should be read by nil those who are in a position to influence the destinies of the 
Empire.”— 

A NATION IN ARMS, Speeches on the Maintenance 
of the British Army. Delivered by Field-Marshal The 
Earl Roberts, VX., K.G* Crown Svo. Cloth, 2S. 6d, net; 
paper, is. net. 

Tk£ S/!&r.iator says It is with nc small satisfaction that wo note the republica¬ 
tion, under the title of * A Nation in Arms/ of the speeclies on the question of 
National Service delivered by Lord Roberts. . , . It is not the creation of a military 
caste for which he pleads, but the building up of the highest type of citizen—the 
citizen who is able to protect his native land and his rights and liberties himself anti 
without external aid. and wJio believes that national safety is not to be hired, but to 
be achieved by self sacrifice. * , . It is hardly necessary to say that Lord Roberts 
and those who agree with him ask for national training such as is willingly and 
cheerfully undergone by the citiKens of Switzerland, not for that which is imposed on 
the German population. We have one more word to say—that is, to isk our readers 
to study carefully Lord Roberts’ book. We would specially ask this of those who 
dread, and, as hold, are right in dreading, miliiiirism, pd who look forward to 
universal peace Jis the uliimatc goal for mankind. They will find that Lord Roberts 
has not a word to say in praise of war. . , . What he does desire is that as long as 
war continue—and no sane man can, unforLuuately* doubt its continuance in our 
generarign—the British people sh.'iU, when it comes, be prepared to meet it.” 

THE RISE AND EXPANSION OF THE 

BRITISH DOMINION IN INDIA. By Sir Alfred LyalL 
Fourth Edition, \Yitb anew Chapter bringing the History down to 
t9q 7* With Maps. Demy Svo. 5s. net. 

OVERUSE A BRITAIN. a Descriptive Record of the 

Geography, the Historical, Ethnological, and Political Development, 
and the Economic Resources of the Empire. 

The Nearer Empire. —The MediteiTanean, British Africa, and British 
America. By E. F. Knight. Author of “Where Three 
Empires Meet,” " Small Boat Sailing/' etc. With 9 Coloured 
Maps. Crown Svo. 6 e. 

Mr. E. F. Knight, the well-known truveller and war eonrespondeut, in this 
volume gives a description of what he calls the Nearer Empire—the British 
possessions in the Mediterranean, Africa, and America. The hook no mere 
collection of geographical facta. It seeks to show wh^^t the Empire is, how it came 
to be, and what is the history of its growth. It deals' the political develop¬ 

ment and the economic re.^ources of the Colonics, The descripti'^ parts have an 
additional charm through being to a large exEerit a record of personal observation. 
To quote from the Preface i—The author has travelled in most of the countries 
over winch the British flag files. He has witnessed, and on some occasions tnken 
part in the making of several portions of that Empire in times both of peace and war, 
and has therefore been able to draw on his own personal experiences and observations 
when writing this short account of Britain beyond the seas/ 






IR ROBERT PEEL. Based on hk Correspondence 
and Private Documents. Edited by Charles Stuart 
Parker. With a Summary of Sir Robert Peel-s Life and 
Character by his Grandson, the Hon. George Peel 3 Vols. 
Vol. L“-From his Birth to 1827, With Portraits. 8vo. i6s. 
Vols. IL and III,—From 1827 to his Death in 1852. With 
Portraits. Svo. 32s. 

A work of first importauce to English history.”-—AW j. 

‘*Mr. Parker has fione his work with adouralile fidelity and jiidgmeiu/ — 
Tmt4s, 

**They replace the gossip of Cmkei- and GreviUe with ambentic data, and 
tell m themselves a tale more eloquent than that of all the previous writers 
of the tiroe,”'^i>i7^7y * 

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL, 1823-^1900. 

Edited by the Dowager Duchess of Argyll, With 
l^ortraits and other IlJustrations. 2 Vols, Medium 8vo. 
36s. net. 

It is full of vivid reminiscence of persons who have filled large ]>laces 111 
the history of their country, of science, and of Jiteratute. , . . For the general 
reader the charm of these volumes will be found in the personal reminiscences, 
pd the neffesliing irregularity in which chapters upon high affairs of State are 
interspersed with notes of travel, natural history, literature, and general 
society* Post 

LIFE OF THE MARQUIS OF DUPTERIN 

AND AYA. By Sir Alfred Lyall, P.C, Third Im¬ 
pression. With Portraits^ etc. Demy 8vo- 2 Vols. 36s* 
net. 

masterpiece of biographical art; the writer never obtrudes his own 
personality, devoting sonud judgment and consummate sldll to moulding m 
just proportions the figure and lineaments of hia subject*”— Puritt/i. 

THE HATZFELDT LETTERS. Letters of 

Count Paul Hatzfeldt to His Wife, written from the Head¬ 
quarters of the King of Prussia, 1870-71, Translated 
from the French by J* Basbford, M*A, With 
Hktstratiom. Demy Svo. 15 s* net, 

*< Will be one of the most widely read volumes of the present season, because 
it reveals a personality of infinite attraction* * . . We have nothing bnt praise 
for this most at tractive book."— Afcrmng- P^sL 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF GEORG 

JOACHIM GOSCHEN, 1752-1828. By Viscount 
Goschon. Portrait and Illustrations. Demy Svo. 

36s. net 

This is not merely a biography of a distinguished publisher and printer, but 
IS practically a history of German literature during the half of the 

eighteenrh century (including many previously unpublished letters from Goethe, 
Schiller, Wieland, Klapstock, etc.), and of llie poliLical struggles of Germany 
in the Napoleonic Era, 
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THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF SIR 


JAMES GRAHAMj 1792-’! 86 1, First Lord of the 
Admiralty in the Ministries of Ivord Grey and Lord Aber¬ 
deen, and Home Secretary in the Administration of Sir 
Robert Feel Edited by Cp S, Parlcer, Editor of “Life 
of Sir Robert Feel/’ With Portraits and other Illustrations. 
2 VoIsp ^ Demy Svo* 24s. net. 

SIDNEY HERBERT. Lord Herbert of Lea. A 
Memoir. By Lord Stanmore. 2 Vols, With Portraits 
and other Illustrations. Demy Svo. ^343. net. 

An admirable record of a noble and all too brief career/ 




‘‘"Will rank high among pall heal biographies. , . . Will be read as a 
matter of coarse by all sturlcats of political history. It is a moat variable 
contribution to the chronicles of the Qovernincnt of fifty years ago, and It is 
also 3. wonderful picture of the desperately hard life of a tohiisEer of the Crown. 
The book is most instructive and most salutary.”—6' 

FURTHER MEMOIRS OF THE WHIG 

PARTY, i8o7“-i82r. With some Miscellaneous Remini¬ 
scences. By Henry Richard Vassall, 3rd Lord 
Holland. Edited by the Earl of Ilchester, Editor 
of the “Letters of Lady Sarah Lennox/^ With Portraits. 
Demy Svo. iSs. net. 

** Lord Holland’s writings form one of the most adminible riioniug 
ctiroments upon an mterestirig period of history that a polilician has ever left 
behind him. These Memoirs are admirably written, and they abound in wise 
sayings, keen observations of character, .and many flashes of wit and epigram. *•— 


THE LIFE OF ISABELLA BIRD (Mrs. 


Bishop). By Miss Anna M* Stoddart* Third 
sion. With Portraits, Maps, and other Illustrations. Demy 
8 VO. 18s. net, 

** Have you ever been taken into a studio by an artist to look at the ]^oTtrKit 
of a friend, and been delighted and surprised by Ihe likeness? This is exactly 
what wiH happen to the friends of Mrs. Bisliep who reiad Miss Stoddar/a life of 
her. . * . Mia^-Stoddart has portrayed for us, as'l^w c. ’d have done, the 
unriraide and brilUanf mind of the feeble body, the loving and j, broadening 
sou), find the wide and phllauihroplc charity of Isabella Bird Bishop/’ — 


JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET, W. 
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